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"And he g<lve them ,their request; but sent leanness into. thei·r souI."-;J>·salm 106: IS. 

~
T is pr·D-foundly true that salvation is w-holly of grace. And yet, para
doxical as it may seem, while grace aSf>'Umes full respons~bility for' 
the salvation of the soul committed to itS' care, it puts upon the indi~ 

~ vidual believer a greater responsibility than ever. 'If there were an 
~ infinitesimal element of Woorks, of ihuman merit, conditioning salvaWlW tion, it mi'ght afford to the spiritually bankrupt soul a semblance of 

an' excuse for continuIng in an unsaved ·state; 'but inasomuch as every
thing requisite to salvation is divinely 'Provided, it leaveS' the rejector 

of ChrIst, a.nd· of His grace, 8lbsolutely de.fenceless, "con'demned a.lready, be
ca.use he hath not believed on the name of the only begotten ,Son of God." And 
:that 'P"rin·cilPle tpersists through aU the stages IOf tthe Ohflis'tian life; and is an 
element ent.ering into our experien'ce of divine 'g'race everywhere and at all 
times. 'nb.e gra'Ce that exa:lotos 'INI to 'high an·1i, iholy IPr.iv:ileges, imposes u·pon us 
responsibiliti'es which are incalculably great. 

Among the privileges of the Christian life is the 'privilege of prayer-the 
privilege of making our requests known unto 'God; and that privilege c'arries 
with it responsibiUties that may well make us ·afraid. "Let us therefore fear, 
lest, a promisoe being Jeft us of ente.rfng into his rest-there is the privilege
llIlust :follow l'f God ib.ears our pra,oyer. 

"He gave them their ,request." He Ilieb them b.ave exactly what tb.ey asked 
of ib.istory Whi,chrecol'ds the .folly of certain lPeo!p~e Who did not fully ap;pre
oiate the iP'rlnciIPle I have suggested to you-that tl:lhere -is always involved 
heavy responsibilities where privileges are g:ranted. I think I mIght entitle 
my sermon this -morning, "The abuse of the privilege of prayer." It is P09-
sible to wbuse the 'privilege of prayer; it is possIble to ask for wrong things, 
to pray lightly, and carelessly, without due regard to ,the consequences which 
must follow if God 'hears our prayer. 

"He gave them their request." He let them have exa.cUy what thej a·sked 
for. He heard their 'prayers, He aHowed them to have ·their own way, ",but 
sent leanness into their souls." And that is still true-that God may hear our 
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prayer, and send leanness into our soul! When God's child·ren ask for bread, 
He never ·gives them a stone; when th'ey ask for a fis'h, He never gives the·m a 
serpe?-t. But if the?, pe·rsist in asking for a stone, He will sometimes let them 
have It to break theIr teeth on; and if in deS'perate ;rebellion they petulantly cry 
for a scorpion, He lets them have a scorpion to play with, that He may teach 
them the foUy of self will. . . 

Let -us then look into this ancient story, fer we have been asking God to 
teach us how to pray. We have been asking. to exercise ·ourselves in this 
ministry ef prayer; and I want thiS' mm'ning ·to remind you that it is the most 
solemn undertaking in which a C.hristian can engage. It is a privilege which 
admits us to the possibiUty of posS'essing great riches; but let us see that we 
use the 'privilege aright. . 

I. First' of all, tliEln; consider HO:W THIS, RJEQUF;ST, .i'llO::.WHICH':· 
THE' DORD' ,. REFERS, 'WAS . PREFERRED. How ·was the ·'prayer· 
offered? [suppose -there are few families in which the 'children have not at 
sO'me time or anot-her eomplained of the food spread upon .the twbl'e. Hungry 
as they may be, appetizing as· the meals generally are, in mo&!: families there 
IS' a boy er a girl who is not easily pleased, and who is d~sposed to complain 
when the family is assembled about the table-UAnd why have we got this for 
dinner to-day?" Well, the Lord has a family of grumbling children. Many 
of them have a very lbad· 'habit of finding ,lia.u'l,t wHIh, the food; and dt ·is to that 
ha'bit of murmuring the text before us this morning refe.rS'. 

. I 'WQuld rem'ind you at the outsell that t·hese .peop'le al!a not formally pray 
at all. They ddd not bow their knees and .formaLly and iielibemtely complain 
into t'he ear of God that they iii-d not like this light bread; ·that their soul 
loathed the manna from the skies. They dId net kno·w they were praying to 
God. They grumbled to Moses: they said to t:b.eir human leade;r, uGive us 
1:\e·S'h, that we may eat." But we read that the Lord :heard their complaint. 
They talked into the ear of Moses; but long before the world knew anything of 
radio, the des~re of their 'hearts went 'heavenward, ·and God heard their com
plaint; and He inte;rpreted it as a real prayer-as the desire of the Ufe. 

Thus we may pray in a very orthodox fashIon; the words we utter may be 
'an e~pression of iiesire which is quite in 'agreement with the principle of 
revealed truth: or, we may hear others pray in prayer-meetings; and we may 
say we g;reatly enjoyed their prayer-we· were able to breathe a fervent Amen 
to the petition; and yet that may not be the manos real prayer at all,-neither 
'hiS' nor ou.rs. It may 'be that the prayer :he offers When on his feet is' far more 
effectual than the prayer he utters when on hIs knees. It is the prayer that is 
ali. e;xpression of the whole man that God :hears; and it may be t'hat we are 
praying, some ef us, in some ot.her way than by the Up. It may ·be that, un
'consciously to ourselves, onr whole Ufe 19 just a cry to God for the things that 
are not promised UIP in this Book. It is a terrible responsibility which rests 
upon us when we eome to realize that every expression of life is taken cogn·iz
ance ef by God; and that He may' answer the prayer of the life, instead of th~ 
prayer of the lip. 

These people, I say, Wlhose request with such t~rribIe consequences to 
themselves was granted, did not 'formaUy ·pray for the things that were given 
them. Thei·r !prayer, or the moOO ·whLch God recognized :as prayer, was inspired 
by the lusting 01 t1!le mizt multitude that. was among them. Did you noUce 
tha.t in our reading this, morning, wohen Ismel went up out of Egy,pt, there 
went up 'with. them "a mi~t multitude"-peo.ple who were not Hebrews-people 
who were not of Israel, tin-d· yet alllSociated :with them? And .when- they found 
themselves in s·traightened circumstances, they forthwit'h began to complain, 
and to ·hung·er for the flesh pots' of Egypt, f·or the things they had left behind. 
Because of their asseclation with the umixt multitude," Israel began to pray 
the same prayer, and to long for the same things. 

That principle ,holds to-day. Certain contact with the world Is absolutely 
necessary to the Christian. We are in the world: we cannot live a monastic 
~xiS'teiJ.ce; we cannot shut ourselves within stone walls, and with firmly bolted 
doors shut the world, the fiesh and the devil without. And yet there Is a very 
rea~ separati-on possi'blle to 1fue Chr'i1stioan: "The world ,hath. ·hated them, becruuse 
they are not -of the world, even as 'I am not ef the world. I 'pray not that thou 
shouldst take them out of the w.orld, but that thou shouldst keep them from 
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the evil. They are not .of the world, even as I am not of the w-orld." But my 
;bret'hren, if it be ·so that in our business-, and social relations in our recreations 
in our pleSisures, in eve,ry expression of the Ufe we live, w~ are not only asso: 
ciated wi:th, but identified with the Woo,rid, governed by ·its maxims, {lUI' co.nduct . 
regu-lated by its standards, {lur purposes directed toward the same endE>'-if we 
are Iiying essentially worldly lives, It d·oes not make much difference how we 
tpray. No one of us .has ever asked ,God, "Let me Bve a. 'World;1y life. t.Drd; make 
I!le succes'aful according to the .standards {If the world. Give me a place 
and stan'din,g ,in the estimation {It 'World:ly men'. HeLp me to lIiIJIl)ear great in 
the eyes of men who know not. God. Make me .popular with the wor,ld. which 
cries, 'CrucIfy .. Him! ·:~rucify Hhfi:!I;·". .w,e;·l).ever:·pray like .th~~! with .the Hpi' : 
-never -think of pray:ng after th'at fashiori; We shQuld be shocked if we d~d; 
and yet the infiuence of the "mixt multitude" may ,be so real in -our lives, may 
be so determining a factor in the mouldIng -of -our ambitions, that every throb 
of {lUI' ·hearts may just telegraph that message heavenward-'''Make me a full 
g·rown, ·successful. world.ly -man." And God may answer your prayer. 

If you 'examine the story you wiU find t,hat the life t·hey lived was a protest 
against d/Lvine government; a ,protest again'at .the pro'visions. ·of divine Provi
dence. "And when the dew fell up,on the camp :in the night, the manna fell 
upon it." "Man did eat 'angels' fDod." And God -let. down a little bit of heaven 
for a redeemed nation to live upon, and enjoy. And they rebelled 'against the 
divine order; t·hey protested against the prov.isi'on which God had made .. And 
Mos'es, interpreting the life of prGtest they lived, uttered these w-onderfully 
significant 'Words:-listeil! "Ye have wept .in bile ea'rs of the ,uMd." 'No, they 
did nQt pray, but .they we'pt; and God 'heard their tears. It was the most 
effectual kind of prayer. . 

"Wherefore did Sarah laugh?" said the a:ngel. "Then Sarah denied, saying, 
'I laughed not.' 'Nay; but thou didst laugh,' said the angel." He might have 
said: "Thou hast laughed in the ears .of the Lord; thou hast laughed at a 
promise of grace; thou haS't ridiculed the possibility .of GQd''S d{ling what He 
hath ·said." '''It is all very well for these doctrinaires to talk 'about the Ufe {If 
faith; aU very weH f,o,r people to :say t'he Old Book is true, and that God will 
keep His Worn in this. late d'ay; all very.well for tJJ,ese partially educated and 
stupid prea:c'herS', who cannot kee'p up with the Umes, to say that GQd-the GQd 
of tIIle Bt'ble-is living to-day! ·But the thing is rea-Illy IlIbsurd·." You never 
heard a man stand up in a prayer-meeting and s'ay that; or 'pretend to pray, 
and say, "0 Lord, [ do not .:believe Thy Word; I believe that 'ha:lf the Bi'ble is 
not true; I 'do not beHeve that Thou hast spo·ken in any reliable faSihi.on; I do 
not beHeve t.hat It is po,ssi'ble to-day just to 'be touched by the finger of God, 
and to be made a new creature, and to have the wh{lle Ufe revolution~.zed and 
transformed." You never ,heard a man say that in so many wordS'; but that 
Is what the 'C'hurch of Christ is saying toO-day: "It IS' no use prea-chlng the old 
gospel. Let us tu:rn a:s'de to some other thing." And I teB you, my brethren, 
the councils of the 'Chrlstian Church which 'pour c'ontempt upon the word of 
divine. revelati{ln is a cry of unbelief, goin.g up into the ears .of the Lor!! .God. 
A~d He may give ·the lOhu-rch their request-let. !them ·have th~ir .own way
and .soend leanness into their S()uIs! 0 may God :preS'erye us from -that! . 

I point out 'to you that it Is not what we say in .prayer-meeting-not what 
we say in :private 'On our knees; ~ut it is the :pr~yer that has :fJhe eneJ'Ig'Y. of our' 
whole life behind ·it-It Is what the man really is before GQd-t!liat He anS'Wers. 

II. WeH, now, OF WHAT DID THAT PRAYER 'CONSIST? What, in a 
word, was thei·r request? In the first .place, it w~ a request to be. permittea to 
return to the ola !i,!e;' Th.ey S8Jf.d., "We remember the fi·sh, wh:ich we dId eat in 
Egy·pt freely; the ,cucumbers, and the -melons, and· :the ,leelm, and tile .onIons, 
and the garlic-but now, now,-the'1'e Is nothing 'but this manna ,befQre us. 
We se.e nothing but manna-the thing w,hic_h God gave us; but we remember 
what Egypt gave us; and if we had our way, we would ,go back 'again." And 
so tbey asked for perm'ssion: in their :hearts they turned back again into Egypt 

We never pray, "0 Lord, let me Hve as! -though i had never ·seen Jesus; 
let me live as though 'I bad never beeIl[ cleansed by the ;precious !blood; let me 
find pleasure among those who never 'how the knee to God." We never pray 
like that in word; but alas! alas! how many there are who continually remem-
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ber Egypt; and whose desires are still on that low plane! And -they a,re making 
their requests known unto God. 

'rnleir ·req'uest was that they might be fed, with some other than spiritual 
food,. They said, "We b.·ave Ih·a·d a,1together to!O mILch manna; we should like 
now to have a change; we want something else than the thin-g whIch God has 
ordered ·for us." The New Testament Is fu}.} of that. The multitude gathered 
around Jesus, and when He said to them, ·'Exce·pt ye ea,t the flesh of the Son 
of Man, and drink His :blood, ye hav·e no Ufe in you;" and went on to say, 
"My flesh ds meat indeed, and my ihlood is -dr·ink dn-deed": tihey sa,id, "This is 

"an ~f1r~. '*I-r.l,ng;" 'Y~~ .'C!1n, hear .jt,r:'., '.';t':~o~,.~h~t. i~ime.~~.of. H;is .. d~sc~p~es 
".went ·back; and r wdlked:; no' more 'wlth"Hlm,I"!' I Then IQaia ':r esusl'un'fu 't·lle" lwelve, 
win ye also"go' a..JVliY'? 'T·hdn 7SihI'6n 'Pe't:erllail'swered1hiin; 'LO'rd~1 t'o ~li'b:m s'hall 
we go? Thou hast the words of etei'nal life. Thou 'hast the manna, ·and it is 

" the ~anna we want; and we wIll stay. wjth Thee for the ~ake of getting the 
manna." 

Alas! there is a demand to-day for 'S'Qmething else -than the spiritu!lll f-ood. 
May 'I ventur.e to say that a year or so ago, when the .pastor was offering the 
morning in·vo()cation-juS't simply asking -the 'blessing 'of God, and for the 
descent of the manna-someone ar.riving late, but who is not with us now, 
remarked to one of the ushei's in the vestibule, "And what is this? Some more 
of this spiritual stuff, I suppose?" Alh, yes, -there are some who do not want 
the &piritua-l 'Istuff"; who do not want to know what God has said; what God 
has planned; what God has promised; what God propo.ses. "0 no, let us have 
someth:1ng else than the manna," And so -they pra.y, and they get what they 
pray for in t·he end. . 

If you study the narrative of the eleventh ehapte.r of Numbers, which we 
read this morning-and if you have no other course prescribed, and have leisure 
this' afterno()o()n, it might be profitable -to rea·d that chapter over again-if you 
study the narrative you wm find th·at their request consistedl Of a d,esire to live 
on' the carnal plane, to just liive 'like neJtural men, to l-ive on the rt;hings tlhat 
other peo'ple -lived 'on, to -live without commerce with the skies. "No, none of 
that manna-give us .flesh that we may eat; gratify our carnal desires; let our 
palates be pleased, even if our soulS' are starved; let our imaginations be stimu
lated; let us live in the realm of the temporal and the !seen; and do ·not talk to 
us a,bout the upper 'and uns-een realm. We will have none of it." That is 
the way too ·many have beEln pra.ying; tha,t .is the way a large part of the 
Christia·n Church ha:s been .praying. 

I .remembe·r a talk with a friend. He was a godly man, but I think whol-ly 
mistaken in his emphasis. He was a leader of one of our missionary enter· 
prises. And he said, "You know, when I was young, I used to hear ministers 
appealing to their hearers to surrender to "Ohr.ist, -to receive Him, to trust Him, 
for the sake of :being ,s'aved for the future life. And I used to hear missionary 
appeals based on the same ground. We were as-ked to send the gospel to the 
heathen in order to save their souls, in order -that they might kn.o·w 'Christ, 
with a view to dwelling "happ1.}y with Him in the future. But," 'he said, "-it 
always seemed to me that the future was so remote; and that that arg.u.ment 
was n()t the mo·st w·eighty. Now we urge men to come to 'Ohrist because of 
the profitableness of godline&'S to the life that now is. We tell young .men 
if they have Chr.1st ·as their ·gui:de and helper, they -are -likely to succeed; and 
. we 'appeal to men 1:0 give of their means for our educational work, and f()r the 
sake of the social uplift it gives. We -tell people now, when the gos.pel comes, 
they become bette·r clothed, 'better fed, an-d better educated, and better citi
zens." And in half -the miss-ionary meetings of to-day you 'hear men here in 
Canada a.ppealing for money for the .purpose, not of ma;king citizens of the 
New Jerusalem; but for t·he 's-ake of maki-ng good CanadIans. That. has Its 
place and will come a'8' 'a .by-prod·uct of the other; for he who is' a ·cltizen of 
heav~n will be a good 'cItizen, and-:subject to the powers that be, that Sire or
dained of God. 

. But what is our prayer? The prayer expresse·d 'by our lives? Is it a pra.yer 
that surveys merely the realm of the -temporal, of the material? Or is it 'a 
prayer which transcends the things of time and sense, whic·h asks, "that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may :be able to comprehend with all saints what .is· the ·breadth, and .len.gth, and 
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depth, and height; and to know the lov·e ot Christ whIch passeth kn.owledge, 
. that ye ·might 'be flUed with all the fullneS'S oOf G.od." 

iIII. THE LORi[) GRANTED THEIR REQUEST. "He gave them lIheir 're
quest." He answers the prayer of the full heart. "He giveth to the beast his 
food." Mark! "He giveth to the beast his· food, and to the young ravens which 
cry." And if you want to come down to that plane, and 'Pray like a beast, and 
cry like a ·raven; you will get what t;he beasts get, and you win get what is 
!provided for ravens., It is a 'solemn truth that God d10es allo.w men ·to ihave 
their oOWn way; that He doeS' :sometimes grant their request. . 

And you will notice that this 'prayer was supernaturally answered. The 
quails were just as much a mIracle a'5' the manna. MoOses said, "'Shall the flocks 

r,arid/,'iierds ,bel,slaln.,to f·siiffice,rt,liem;..",sixj,huildrle'I', th·6iIsa'nd.,f60t~·ili· . in. all--=-Or 
•• ,,~ •• I., .... I .. , •. ( .... ""HI ". r. . .-.J ~ .l",\; -, I.j) r .. t ,," Ul'; l'IJlt' ".II 
1. ~,~{LI~ th.~, (fis:q o~.t.b,\l !!~a.'be ~.th.~F.ed.'tog~tJ;l;~r. ~9r i~1!eIiJ. 1- ,.M,iJ ;th~'i .. ~, ~,idi u~to 

,Moses, Is the Lord's hand waxed sihort?-thou shalt see whether My word sliall 
oome t.o pa'S'S' unto thee or not ... · You will remember 'how the quails came; and 
how by His outstretched arm; and the 'exercise of supernatural 'providenti'al 
power, God g·ranted their request on the low, material, temporal plane! He gave 
them flesh to eat. And I suppose in the beginning they would have been in
clined to hold a thanksgiving .service. "Ha, Ha, Moses, now we 'have the kind 
of religion we want. NoO more of this manna-we 'have ·t;he flesh; and if the 
God you taught us to trust in can do that ,for us, very well; we wiU go on 'Pray
ing to Him." 

Here is 'a man who would not be regarded as an irreligious man at all; he 
has a deep :religiOUS intereE.'t, and he 'prays; aud if you talk to him, ihe says, 
"You know I 'Put .all.my business affairs befoOre the Lo-rd; and I have :been 
prospered in my busIness marveUousl,y. Everything I touch 'succeeds; and I 
believe it is because I pray about it. Strangely enough, difficulties are removed; 
and 'I 'have an abun·dant measure oOf material pros.peritY. I am able to ·gend m'Y 
chi:ldren. to school. I am able to s·et before them the .possibilities of a univer
sity ·education. I tell them that they ought t.o occu'PY a more hon.orable posi. 
tion than their fa-ther. I tell you, 'sir, ·we are getting on! we are getting on! 
You ought t.o hear my boys: they are just flred with an ambition to succeed; 
and I teU them, '00 on, go on! There is 'Plenty of money; and I will 'help 
you aU the way through.' 0 yes, sir, I 'have ·great ·reaSoOn for thankfulnesS'. 
My wife and I just pray about these things; and the more we ·pray, the more 
material .prosperity we have. And we 'are 'getting on. The quails are just 
being piled up all.the time, night and day; and we go on gathering them, abun· 
dant in labor, 'and moOre and more prosperous." But noO manna-nothing that 
belongS' to that unseen realm! They ask for none, and none is given.· 

Do you know what they said of the manna? Do you know what the wor(l 
means? They gathere'd, and they said, "What is' this?" Ah, t'here was a bit of 
mystery about it. It ,belonged to another realm: it :belonged to the spiritual. 
But as for the quail's, they never asked, "'What is it?" They knew what it was. 
"Now MoOses, we are at home, If you please; now we are among our own folk. 
We know all about tMS'." 

1 would not have anybody be unthankful for material prosperi:ty. I believe 
it is PQssi·ble for a man to take JesuS' 'Christ into partners,hip with him in 'his 
busines's, and in his famHy 'affairs; and I believe that the blessing of God doOe!! 
result rometimes, when it is His will that it shall be '!!'O, in material ·prosperity. 
But I charge you not to as-sume too readily that you are favored of heaven 
because you ar'e getting oOn. It may be that your view of life has been material: 
the bounda,ries of life have been temporal; it may :be that you have been pray
ing for ·flesh instead :of manna; and it may be that the children oOf whom you 
are so proud, by and by will show a 9tronger appetite for the flesh, and the 
things of the fleS'h, than ·for the things of the Spirit. It may be possi.ble that 
God is just granting your request, because that is ·the prayer of your whole 
H~ . 

IV. BUT WHAT FOLLOWED? He "'S'ent leanness into their ·soul." For 
the moment they were 'satisfied, but 'only for a moment. They were soon sur· 
feited. What a terrible flgure the Lord uses there! He said, "I will give you 
w·h·at you w·ant. You ask me for flesh, you shall have it-ye shall not eat one 
day, nor two days, nor flve ·days, neither ten days, ·nor twenty days; but even 
for a whole month-I will give you flesh-fles'h--'fl.esh-until it comes out at 
your nostrils. I will let you hav-e enough of your own way"-and He did .. 
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Yonder was the land of pr,omise; yonder the fortresses, of the giants; yonder 
the milk 'and the honey; yonde~ the enemies of the Lord, which were to be 
dispossessed! There waoS 'a kind of spiritual strength in the manna that was 
not to be found in the flesh. And when they ate of the flesh, they had no 
strength for conquest, for further progress. God gave them their request; and 
it resulted in spir,itual stagnation. 

As though a ,boy s'hould say to hi'll father, "Father, you have ordered me to 
go to schoo.}; ,but I do not want to go to ,sehool. May iI stay at home?" "'Yes, 
my 'soon, you may stay home." "You ,have set me many a lesson; ,but I would 
rather ,shut the book. 1 do not want to ·learn the 'lesson. May 1 cease from 
applicatIon to my task?" "Yes, if that is' w,hat you want." "Father, the boys 

, .are playing in'the sunshine; may I run out to' play, instead of applying myself 
. to the work! of ·the day?" '''Ye'S', You may' go alit fo play ... • The 'days swiftly 

succeed each other. and the years roll on. until he ,comes to man'hoOod',S' estate. 
a dwal'lfed. and stunted. and unenlightened human ereatu.re. who has no 'place 
among true men. ' 

These are our sc:hool day.s, my brethren. "For our convel"Sation is in, 
heaven·; f,rom whence also we look for the Savii(}ur. the Lord Jesus Christ. who 
'S'hall change t'h,e bodies of ou.r humiliation. that they may be ofaS'hioned like 
unto' his glorious body. according to the wOl'lking whereby he is able even to 
subdue all 'things unto himself." And He bids us go to school. He bids us 
face the ,hard task, and apply ourselves to difficult lessonS!; '''for ,precept must 
be upon precept, prec61lt upon precept; line upon 'llne, Une upon Une, ,here a 
little, and there a little," because He would '\present you faultle8'S' before the 
presence of His glory wit'h exceeding joy.'" He would r,·ay yonder in the 
preoSence of God, "Behold here 'am I, an-d the children whom Thou 'hast given 
Me." But instead of desiring to "grow up into Him in all things"; .instead ot 
praying God to take everything away from me that would prevent my growth 
in grace, and to deal with me according to HiS! infinite mercy, that I may learn 
more and more of Christ, and that some day I may meet Him '''with joy, and 
not wj:t)h grief;" instead of ,begging. give me strength 'to say 'No' to the world
"I cannot go out to play with you." Instead ,of ,praying, "Give, me strength to re
fuse to reslY.)nd to all the seductive voiees that can me away from the path of 
duty, and the ~chool of Christ: for I am living ,for the day when these tempor
alitie's shaH 'have -gone, and when 'I shall stand in the ,presence of the Holy 
One, like unto Him,"-instead of going to school, some of U!l say. "'Let us 
play; let us live on ,this lower plane! Let us 'alone that we ·may live according 
to our own desire'S'." The most terri,ble judgment t'hat can :befaH 'some of us 
perhapS'. would be for God to answer our prayer; to let us have our own way. 
How terrible that would be! It brought "leanness into their souls." 

1 remember some years 'ago a certain -church that seemed to ·be at the 'high 
tide of sp.iritual ,pros,perity. T·here were in it a body of praying men and 
women. who had a spiritual 'conception of the Churc,h',S mission. And t'here 
we·re in it. at the 'S'ame time, a company of men and women who were Uke 
unto the "mixt multitude." who had no thought of the s'piritual mission of 
the Church. And in a certaiu cr.iS'is of that church's ,history the "mixt multi
tude" prevailed. A certain person wrote to 'me about their condition-one of 
the praying women-and I wrote back to say. "You must trust the great Head 
of the Ohurch, and believe that He will ,have His way." She 're,plied, "Yes, 1 
believe that Jesus Christ is 'S'Overeign; but I have been pondering lately a text 
in the l06th ,Psal,m: 'He gave them their request; but sent .}eanness into their 
soul'" And ·s'he 'added, '''I a·m terrIbiy afraid that God may grant this c'hurch's 
request." T,hat is many years ago; :but He .did; and ,from that day until this 
it has 'been -continuaHy -declining, until it haS' ceased to be a place where God 
is glorified in the salvation of souls. 

My brethren. as IT bring y.ou this message this mornIng. I 'ConfesS' I am 
afrai'd of the operation of its principles; and the only thing that I can suggest 
to you is that we had better let God choose ,for US': we had ·better learn the 
wisdom of being content with that which He gives. 

What is faith? 0, says soomebody, "I .believe God." You believe God? 
And in what d.oes your faith consist? What kind of God -do you believe in? 
"0, I believe in His ·power. 1 beHeve God can do anything." Yes: what else 
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do you believe in? "Well, I believe in His willingness. [believe He stands 
ready to help His children." Faith in power! Faith in the willingness of God 
to respond to your praye·r! "Yes." What else do you ,believe in, ·please? "I 
believe in the love· of God. 1 believe God loves us; and that He loves to enrich 
His ·children." Yes: that is very good. Faith in the love of God! But what 
else do you beHeve in? "Well, I believe He will do what 1 II!sk Him to do." 
And 'what do you 'ask Him to d-o? '''0, 1 ,have set my Ib.eart ·on a certaln thing; 
and I put it before the Lord; a·nd I believe He will grant my request." y.ou 
believe in the power, and willingness, and love, and ·fait·hfulness of God? Do 

. yo~ b~l~ev,t:l i:Q. the wi'sd?:m of:God? :H"in an~'Ver tp,your.prayer, God. emphati
.. ' cally :s·ays·,·· "N·o-not t:h~t, ·b1l-~ something ellS'e,-:---can·. you bow; and. say,·· "Even 
. 'so, Father; for so 'it 'ee~meth ·good i-n Tb.,y sigmt,-I had .rather walk in the 

dark with Thee, than go alone in the light?" 
How far d-oes your prayer 'project itself into t'he future?· Right UP to the 

day of judgment? "1 am seeking for grace that I may be .right then." Yes? 
"For thou knowest not what a day may bring forth;" and you and 1 are not 
competent to pray for to-morrow. Now, mark it! We are not competent to 
pray for ·to-morrow; we do not know what the m9rrow will bring; and the 
only safe way is to abide .by the .promises of God-to 'a-bide ,by such a revela
tion of His will as we. have.' To leave the choice of the future not only to 
His love and power, .but to His Wisdom, too. 

"Thy way, not mine, 0 Lord, 
However dark it be! 

Lead me by T·hine own hand, 
Choose out the' path ·for me. 

"Not mine, not mine the choIce, 
iln things or g·reat or 'Imlall; 

Be Thou my Guide, my Strength, 
My Wisdom, a-nd my All/' 

A SMALL VOLUME OF SERMONS BY DR. SHIELDS. 
A small volume of ·f.'ermons in paper covers, containing a series on the 

fifteenth chapter of Luke, entitled, "The Adventures of a M·o·dern Young Man". 
has been printed. These ·s·ermons have been .prepared mai'nly as a lIremium t9 

- be ·oold with The Gospel Witness for one year as advertised ·below, but enquir
ies have ,been ·received as to how this volume of sermons may .be obtained 'by 
regula-r .subsc;ribeTs to The Witness: .the volume will be gent postpaid on re
ceipt of 50c. The titles of t'he sermons are: "How He Became Independently 
Rich"; '''A Young Man's Trip .A:broad"; crT·he Use a Young Man Made of His 
F·ortune"; "A Young Man's Experience In a Fore!gn Country"; "Getting Hoone
sick"; "Starting for Home"; '''There's No Place Like Home"; "The ProoigaI's 
Brother." 

REV. W. M. ROBERTSON IN JARVIS STREET. 
IMr. Robertson returned from CadiUac, Mich., last week and preached in 

,Jarvis Street morning and evening. The Pastor taught the Bible ·Class in the 
morning, and conducted all services. The sermon in the morning was bas'ed 
on the text, "But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a 
day"so journey." Mr. Robertson showe·d. how poss~ble it is for professing 
Chri'stians to take it for granted that 'Christ is with them, while they go on 
without Him; at t·he same time, showing the possibility of retracing one'g 
steps and regaining His fellowf.'hip. The wet evening made the open-air ser
vice impossible, but a great ·congregation attended the first service at whfch 
fOllr were baptized, whHe at the great Communion Service wbi-ch foll-owed 
seventeen new members "\V·ere received. .. 

,Mr. Robertson wiU prea·ch every Sunday in Jarvis Street during the month 
of August, morning and evening, Dr. Shields preaching at the close of the' 
evening servIce in the open air. 
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<fbitorial. 
"THE CANADIAN BAPTIST" AND ·EVANGELISM. . . 

The ,followin-g artIcle Blp.pe·ared in the ed1t.ori-al! columns of The Oanaaian 
Baptist of J.uly'29th. We ask our readers to study it 'carefuUy as weH as· our 
comments wh.ich folLow: 

''CONTROYERSY AiNlD 'SOUL rSA VillNG." 
t·. '(. ,. ;;. '} ",lTi\:is irvh~~sti.Wj'ect hf -ii!.l:edltofilii' -dlitg~a~~ :.iW tb'~! .iit.ihtama!B¢P.tt~t.. 

,,} ·,"It·a.r'ises oui & tlie Mt:S:i;ki(inA'de''lI\li>on ·lRev ... oD,r:M.a..sSee 'or ··T.r~iiiont 
Tem·ple, Bos-ton, as a TesUlt ()of his stand at the recent Northern Baptist 
Convention. In part the editor says:~ 

'Iv is reported t.h.at Dr. iMassee was at once :bile leader of 1Jhe 
1()o1',gan1zed .fundamen<talist group of the Nor.llhern Baptist Conven
tion. For several years ·he led the debate on the floor of the Con
ventdon. 'I1hen he observed !that .the constant SlPirit ,o·f 'oontrov.ersy 
was wes:kening his evangeHstic and S'O'W' saving zeal. And for h'im, 
while ille insistred that he had not g1ven 'UJP any of his .fundamental 
doctrines, yet since for Jthe sake of bois IOwn usefulness 'he had to 
choose ibetween the two, 'he decided ·in ·favor of the work of soul 
savin-g. Thus after thinking it through, :hIs >conelusion was ·tlha~ 
IMs own evangeHsUc fervor 'Was too ·large a IPrice to pay even for 
IW'innin·g theolog.ical ibattles. 

"I'Ms mallter ·is mentioned here beca.use, as we ,believe, it is a 
specls1lc ·case of a very gener·a} truth. W1hen one 'becomes a 'fusser' 
he usua.ll[y ceases to 'be 'a lover, and ·when the love of souls dies out 
'in .the ·heart of the IPreaciheT he wil:l as certain as two and tWo make 
!four lose hds zeal. I.f one insists that the :theological 'scrapper' 
does not me sou:ls -less, .but <tru1lh. more, and 11hat. this fact leads 
!him on into t'he oCon,fiict, <then that statement may 'be 'Countered ,by 
anotiber, namely: there is a vast ·d·ifferen·ce !between theology and 
reldglon. lReUgion is very s'imple and has to do only 'Wivh the SlQul's 
.relationship to God, wthereas theology may !be a very oompUcated 
teChnic and it probs:bly <has more to ·do with ;the !head than Ithe: 
heart.' .: 

'~On'Ce more we repeat what we have saId many times. There are 
ibigger !tib·ings 'in this world than calling men every disgmceful name that
t.ongue 'Can utter, than seekin,g to tear to pieces the churches rof fellow 
Christi-ans, 1Jha.n play::\ng t'he Bolshevist ;with reputations es'taJbl·i&hed· by 
long years of nolble livin,g, vhan sowing discord, susp'icion and hatred 
in the ·ranks of the Ohristian army. Conten·~·ing ,for the ,tal.th may give 
some ;people a EPplendid QPportunity ,to wOl'lk I()ff their own spleen under 
a religious camoufiage." . 

We agree with the imp1ti·cation of the article from The Alabama Baptist 
that nothing shou:J.d, be perm-illted ti~ ·disturb t'he minister's lPel'lSonaD relati'ons:h;I;p 
to God. Beyond question, the mindster's chief ibusiness is so to preach the' 
gOS!Pel in the . power of the .Spirit that men will thereby !be saved. (But on: 
reading this arMcle in The Oanad:ian Baptist we were led 00 'Wonder by IW'hom 
it was written,-who is :flbls !person- w.ho h'as 8U'ch a passion jlo~ evan.geIism? 
It ds not Jthe first time The OanacZian Baptist has suggest.ed that determIned 
contentdon for .the ·faith necessitates· lowering lOne's evangelislli-c zeal. . 

The Ed.ftor of The 'Oanaaian Baptist is -Rev. !L. F. KiW, -B.!A., and naturally 
our .1Irst 1W.ought. was, Has our ,Editor suddenl.y 'been set on fiTe witlh zeal for 
80uls? ;00' can It be th8lt ihe has ion-g been an active evangelist and that tJhat 
gre'a17 servLce has escaped our noUce? We therefore looked into the re·cord of 
/Brother K1pp, and 'according to the o·Mcial Year-Book of the Convention iIle 
was ord·ained: in 19>00 where we ·find -him settled as ;pas·to~ or Strathaven. He 
continued in the rpasoorate, serving severs:l chul'ohes, until (1·9>11 wlben he took 
up jJou·rnalistic work in 'Montreal. During the period of hIs pastorate of a 
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church or churches, ·a.pproXiimat.ely eight years, the Year-Book .reports ·he had 
fifty-three ~sms, or a:bout six and five-ei'ghths per year. Friom 19H until 
a couple of yeal'S ago B"rother KtplP was "somew1here In !Montreal"! '11here is 
noth·ing in .the record of ·the :Montreal chur,ches during vhat period to indicate 
:that a fiamIn.g evangelist 'Was at work ·amon.g tihem. Ed·itor Ki,pp is' an 
excellent gentleman, and, we 'beldeve, am~alble to ,the 'last degree; we have 
never heard of ihis 'infii-cting any ·injury upon anyone,--an·d Ibut tor the Pub
Ucation Board's disoovery of him in Montreail vhe Denomination would not 
have known /he was still in the land of the Idvlin·g so ,far as his contrilbution 
to the denominational l·ife is concerned' . 
• , ~ut is th-is tlhe Ibrioither ;who now.Ie,ctu·res. aif and.sundry ~Qn. the duty of 
·!i.V'.ail.·g~U1;m1'· 'b'f ~.aU~,I1i'He ,:~'di.iO'r~ .~iili't\~8.'cce.p.ii~r~sPoH~'i~ii'itf: iIlu't:!P,9SS~'bly the 
article under revdew w8lS'wrItten 'by another hand? !of so, we must look for 
another fiaming evangelist ·in th.e Denomination. Wihere does he Uve? Willat 
is his name? Wlhe·re is ;bhe record Of h~s' ministr.y? -Dan it ·be thai hIs head
qual"ters'is at McMastJer UniJ.versity? 'Did anyibody ever Ihear of such enthusiasm 
for evan·gel.ism as is now recommended Ibo IUS emanating ·from !McMaster Uni
:versity? There was one !pro.fess·or in lM~ster who was known a~r lOver t/he 
Convention as a man who never Jost an opportunity to speak ·to: men personally 
about the salvation !Of thei·r 'sows, :but sinlce Professor Camtpbell was dismissed 
'from the staff at -McMaster even the ·most enthusi'a9tll.c defender of the UnIver
sity would, not be :bold enough to suggest that MdMaster University -is now 
diJsting.u~sIhed 'by its eVlRn·gelistic zeal. 

'But ,perbaps this article was written by one who IPrea.cihes' rather than 
practises evangelism. We grea1ily ·fear that the wr-iter of these paragraphs ·is 
a lcamoufiage artist. We rememlber seeing in France durin·g the :war dmmens'e 
ammunition Itum·ps and great guns so cleverly ·concealed, or, as it ;was called, 
'\camou,f!Jaged", that these instruments of ,death. must ~ave dooked from the 
:clouds Uke a fruitful field. 

We !have o'bserved!·in .times tpast 'W'hen some ,prophet of the Lord ~'as called 
part·Lcular a.ttention to some glaring eydl, such as an open bar or some other 
den I()f vIce, the keepers 100f these pla-ces af iniquity 'Usually develop a ,passion 
for the gospel and demand of the preacher that he preach the gOB!Pel!-whieh, 
'being interprete·d, means, "Talk 8Jbout an¥thiIllg you like, Ibut don't expose my 
sin"·! The OancuUan Baptist has resorted to .the same tri'ck: its zeal ·for evan
gel-ism .i-s a piece of ·clever camoufiage designed to 'cover IUIP its fear that 
'Moc.Ma.ster's departure !fl'Io1lD. the ,faith wUI be stliIl further ex.posed. 

For ourselves, we propose to endeavouT', as the Lord shal:l heLp us, to "do 
the wo·rk of an evangelist" more zealously 'th'an ever. ';We are unable to 
llnderstan'd how anYIO·ne lcan -contend for the faith without, at tbhe same time, 
being evangelistIc; or, 1OiD. the otlher 'hand, we cannot un-d·erstand ihow anyone 
can be truly e~angel.istic without engagin.g ~11 controversy. 

As for !Dr. lMassee: H~ controversy 'had a ren·dency to embitter ih-is s!pint 
and wea;ken his evangelistic zeal, it appea:rs to IUS th'at ibhere must have been 
something ;wr.ong either ~th .his motive or 'his method. 

One cannot but wonder what B-i'ble some advocllJtes of ·reldgious pa,citlclsm 
read. !From Genesis to 'M-alllichi is a reoor·d of controversy. The fil'Bt sermon 
our Lord Himself !preaclhed, so provoked His hearers vhaJt they led Him to the 
brow of the ~H1 and would have cast Him down 'head:lon'g, and Hds whole 
min'istry ·was so ·oontroversial that it .cul·minatere in the Cross. The Acts ().f the 
Apostles is a soory lof ceaseless controversy. The' a.postoUc ,preachers 'Were all 
controversiaIists. Paul preached the gospe'l "with much contoantion". 'l'he iNew 
Testament, liJke ·the Old:, is a ·controverslal Book. It was 'born ·in controversy, 
and 'Will jprQVoke ,controversy wlherever it ·is ·beLieved, and o·bayed. 

The 'church, -ake the Bi!ble" :was born ,in controversy. A proverb declares, 
"Th.e 'blood of the mar.tyrs is the seed of the ·Cih'll'l'ch." A ·faithful wil.'Iless to 
the goS1P8l has always engendered Ibitter oppOSition, 'but true witnesses have 
"resisted unto !blood striv:ing against sin." 

Fu-rtihermore, we may remind our'.readers once again, thaJt.Fundamenvalists 
are 'not the advocates of a new, !but of ·t/he IO'ld Faith. Lf there is to be a cessation 
of controversy, let the destructive ,criti-cs ibegin. Let tiliem ·get· ba-ck to the 
!Bible, and to the Cross, and ·to aU tfJhe verities of the iChl'listian ,faith. Then 'We 
wdli loin !hands wibh them in evan'gelisU,c effort. !But until then we, must 
regard: thei·r pleas ,for an armistice as sheer hypoor;lsy. 
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REV. T. I. STOCKLEY'S MISSION TO THE UNITED STATES 
AND CANADA. 

We have .pleasure .i-n printing below a letter fr·om the Rev. T. I. ,Stockley, 
who .is on this 'Con1inent endeavouring to secure help for the iBaptist mi'S'sion
aries in Jamaica. When' we first 'knew Mr. Stockley he was pasto·r of the West 
Croydon Tabernacle, LoIidon, successor to Rev. James Spurgeon. For those 
who, particularly within the bounds of the Northern Conv'ention, are perplexed 
as to where to put their foreign mis£.'ion money, we recommend the work in 
whfch Mr. Stockley i'5' engaged, as well as that of the Russian Missionary 
Society:' w.e hav'e known Mr. StockJey for:years, a!id kn~'r hiI!1 to be. abso
lutely true to the faiUi once .for all delivered to the saints. He may 'be ad
dressed, care Rev. Carey S. Thomas, 1209 Seventeenth St., Altoona, Pa., U.S.A., 
or 110 N. Dorrance St., Kingston, Pa., U.S.A. 

JAMAICA BAPTIST ~ISSION NEW FORWARD MOVEMENT • 
. Quarterly Letter by the Rev. T. I. Stockley. 

Jamaica CouncB: Rev. T. I. ,Stockley, Chairman; Rev. T. Gordon 
Somers, Secretary; Rev. Alfred Miller, TreaS'Urer; Rev. E. Price, B.A., B.D.; 

. Rev. A. G. Kirkham; Rev. W. J. Thompson; M.r. A. B. Lowe; iMr .. Kent if'hil
lips. Headquarters: Mandeville, Jamaica, British West Indies. 

In this first quarterly letter, I deem it wiiee to make a brief 'historical 
statement, and to give a general vision of our ,present-day position. In t'he' mountainous and 'beauUful .Island of Jamaica, the wo,rk of God 
throug·h the Baptis,tS' dates back to the year 17'8'3, and has a thrilling history. 
George Lisle, an emancipated slave from America, who had been a minister 
of a eoloured ,Church In that land, founded the fir.st Baptist 'Church in Jamaica. 
He wille assisted 'by others of the African race, until 1814, when the first Eng
lish missionary ar.rived in the Island. Others followed, a number of who·m 
died of t'he terrible yellow fever. In the years 1'824-6· three men of marked 
power arrived~WHliam Knibb, Thomas' Burchell, and Mur.sell Phillippo·, under 
whose ministry the work amongst our LBa'ptist Churches made great advances. 
Emanc:llaU.on eame in the year 1838, and .the years around that ·great event 

. were years of great s.piritual prosperity for Jamaica BaptioS'ts. T,he tribulations 
and pers.ecutions were many and severe, but God gave our missionaries' the 
victory. In the year 1842 a momentous ,step was taken. Under the infiuence 
of William Knibb, the churches accepted ,the pOSition of self-support. The step 
was !brave, !but unwise, for all down the years since !that date, llhe str.uggles 
and sufferings of the chur.ches an-d the missionaries have 'been very great. 
ToO-day w·e have about 210 Baptist Churches and some 48 missionaries, 40 of 
whom 'Me colored, and the others white. . 
. To-d'ay !;the work in that fair isle is ,being sadly hindered and weakened 

'by several 'eerious things. For example, most o·f our missi'onaries-men who 
love and ilreach ,the GIQ'spel-have ,far too many churches to shepherd. Some 
of them have five, six, seven, and even eight churc'hes to care for. It is quite 
impossible for anyone. miss'ionlllry to shepherd so many groups o,f people. 
separated as they often are, so widely, one from another. Often a missionary 
lhas to elimb high hills, descend into deep valleys, and ford several rivers, in 
order to reach some of his chur·ches. The writer has pers'onany travelled 
·through every paris'll in the Island, and visited nearly all the chur·ches of our 
Jamaica BapUS't ~ission: he knows, therefore, something of the difficulties 
of :such widespread fields of lll;bour; and w,hen the church. members s'ee their 
miss'ionary only one ,Sunday In the month, or sometimes less frequently, they 
need to .be o·f mature 'Christian experience to prevent church decline. The 
writer returns from some of his long journeys. amongst the ·chu'rches with an 
aching heart, when :he 'soees churches which might, and ought to be, strong, 
dying for the want of .spiritua.J nourishment, and a s,he'pherd's eare. We re
jo!'ce, however, to say that in our churches we have men and women of fine 
Christian character, whose l'ives have been transformed by the Holy Spirit; 
who are a constant joy to their missionaries, and who are esteemed and trusted 
by all who know them. 

After exercising a year's sopecial spiritUlI;1 ministry .amongst these deal' 
people in 1921-2, the writer accepted the positfon of Superintendent of the 
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New· Forward Movement, inaugurated for the following purpases: (a) First 
and foremost, the spiritual uplift and enlargement o·f the churches; (b) to 
bring the s01"ely-needed finan'cial help to the missionaries; (c) to re-arrange 
the large ci·rcuits of chur.ches, so that no missionary ,&ha:H have more than 
three ·churche!;! to s.he·pherd; (d) to secure a considerable jncrease of mis
sionaries, both white and· colored; (e) to rend·er some ·help to a·ged and in
firmed mis·sionaries. Now, to carry through this impe·rative t3lS'k, an annual 
income· of $10,000 is required. The impos·si.bility of Jamaica belng able to 
raise this sum .of money, will 'be s·een when the pea·ple of America a:re· I'e
minded of the deep poverty of most of the Jamaica Baptist ·Christian!;!. In 
some parts of Jamaica a labourer:s wage :i'll' .a dollar and a qu!U"ter, some
times .IQnly.a doBar,·a week. Poor women sit all ij:ay long:.in the great .heat 
of Jamaica, breaking stones f.or road work; and w.h'm they 'have filied a given 
large square 'box, they receive a quarte'I" of a aoZlar for thei.r lon·g day's hard 
work; and then sometimes the'y have to walk five or six miles· to get it! Other 
form!;! of la·bour' are also very badly paid. Many of such .poor toilers are 
members ·of our Bapti'B't Churches, and some of them are b.eautiful characters, 
too; but what can such poor .people· give for God's WQJ"k, when they gather 
for w.or.ship on the 'Lord's Day? Out of their deep poverty, 'howeve1", they 
gla1ily bring their Uttle giift ,for the work of God in their midst; but, of cours~, 
that gift is extremely small. 

'Dhe wrlteJ" has come to America, therefore, to spend a short time in this 
land of amazi·ng wealt'h, in order to entreat the Lord's people of America to 
come gener{)ue.'ly to Jamaica's help. The need :is imperative if God's Work is 
to be saved from decay, and advanced. What fs done must be done quickly, 
for Roman 'Catholics, and RusseHites" an1i others, are tf'ying hard to rob our 
Churches of their .best members. Wherever .possi:ble, the writer implores 
the BapUm Churches of America, which stand for the great Fundamentals 
of the Ohri&tian Faith, to place Jamaica on their 'Budget, and out' of their 
iI'n·issionary !benevolences to make a ·regular annual grant to our work. As soon 
its the $10,000, as an annual income .from the Churches of America, is asslired, 
the writer will return to his loved work in Ja·maica, with a great song in ihis 
·heart; and his report will send through the heart of -the miS'Sionarie9 and 
chu·rches of the Jamaica :Baptists a great :JJ.aUelujah. 

T. I. STOCKLEY. 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR LESSON LEAF 
Vol. 1. T. T. SHIELDS, D.O., Edifor, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. No.7. 

LESSON 9. THIRD QUARTER August 29, 1926. 
AwWcation for entny as second-class matter is pending. 

THE SAVING OF THE HELPLESS SINNER 
LESSON TEXT: John·, chapter .5. 
GOLDEN TEXT.-"Verily, Verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, 

and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not co·me 
into condemnation: bu~ is passed from death unto life." (Jo'hn 5: 24). 
I. AT THE POOL OF BETHESDA. 

1 •. Here lay a multitude of impotent folk waiting for healing. Bethesda with 
its fiv.e porches was a miniature world. Look where you wiU and you may find 
a multitude .a·f people sick of physical, .mental, and moral d·iseases; aU of them 
missing the pur.pose a·nd joy of Ufe, aU of ·them waiting and hoping 'against hope 
for some better day to d'awn, for some sort of healing to come. 2. Bethesda's 
pool was reputed to· have healing qualities for those who !could be first: it 'Was 
beloieved th·at an angel trou,bled the pool and that the .first to step into the 
troubled waters -might be healed. ·Bethesda was typicaI of aU sorts of schemes 
for 'human betterment. There are many, many paoIs which offer alleviat:on 
to those who haye the ,strength to be 1'I1"st, the world is always ready to help 
those who can heIp them&eI:ves, the world is always kind to those who 'are able 
to be fir.st. 3. Into the 'midst of .this all-but-despairing company, Jesus came 
offering to ·make one whole: and in that He announced the· Gospel programme. 
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Jesus did not come to sew a new patch on an old garment, or to put new ·wine 
into old ;bottles, or to engage in any kind of work of repair: He came to make 
men whole. Chrili"ltianity ministers to the whole man: it fiUs his spiritual need' 
it satiS'fies the mind, the inteHect, the heart; it ministers to the body. 4. Th~ 
",!an .to whom Christ made His proposal ob~ected: that he had no one to help 
him Into the pool. Oh, the pathos of it: "SIr, I have no man, when the water 
is troubled, to ·put me into the pool: ·but while I am coming, another ·step.peth 
down before me"! And that is the cry of unnumbered multitudes of ·men and 
women-fuey have no one to help them, they are always at the end of the pro
cession; the last one in the queue; others get to -Hfe's bargain ·counterS' first, 
~W~x.~ha:r,7·.~~I3"W-,~~.1l1; ~:b~. fi.r~t" t~~r. a!~ .. ~I}v!1Y~ .t.h~ Ia.st .. , .~S! t·p.:ere. apy help 
·or salvatIon for sUrlh 1'· Chnst c;:qmes:to;~e!!p.ah;i1!gl.~9U.ls 'w;nq,"Qannot;he1p them
selves and whom nobody elS'e Will help: ·"Tli'e last shaJ.i'·,be·nrst".'·'5. Like the 
noble.man's son, this impotent man was made whole .by the word of Christ, 
"Rise up and walk". 

II. THE PERVERSENESS OF THE NATURAL MIND. 
We once heard it said of certain people who were ·bitterly opposed to a 

certain man, that if he were to 'begin handing out ,$10.0()O bills they w-ould ,be 
again-st it. But our ,gracious God continuaIly bestows gIfts of inestimably 
greater value; but no matter what He does, men are against it. [ndeed, "God 
®O ,loved the world that He gave His only 'begotten Son", a·nd men are against 
Him. 1. Here an impotent man Is made whole, and no one is the poorer for the 
miracle and everybody the richer; yet the religious leaders were against it. 
We, too, have known religious leaders who never rejOice when .spiritual ·bless· 
ing comes to a church or a ministry to which they are opposed. On the con
trary, they do everything against it. 2. This natural enmity against God dis· 
guises itself under a zeal for religion. These men had a religion that cared 
nothing for poor human nature for wihose benefit it was ·designed, but were 
zealous only for an abstract law. Hawa,ften this is sol-zeal for a doctrine, 
a theory, a .philosophy, side 'by sI-de with utter indifference to the need of 'human 
souls. 3. Enmity that had murder in its heart was directed against One whose 
power was exercised only in healing. Here fs a revelation of what'S'in really is: 
in the last analysis it .fs s'heer hatred of God. 

III. WHAT JESUS SAID OF HIMSELF. 
We sihould bear in mind throughout the study of this Gospel, John's intro

ductory word (chap. 1: 1-5). J·ohn',S' thesis is that Jesus is God (chap. 20: 30,31). 
"These are wrItten, that ye might believe -that J·esuS' is the Christ, the Son of 
God". Here, by the inspiration of the Spirit, John records the answer of Chri·gt; 
to His ·enemies as esta;blishing this truth. 1. Christ claimed to have, the knowl· 
edge of God (VEP. 20). 2. And the power of God (vss. 19, .20). 3. The life of God 
(vss. 21,25,2·6). 4. The judgment of God (vs. 22). 5. The hono,ur of God (vs. 
23). 6. The salvation of God (vs.24). T,his ·i-s a most useful verse for pointing 
souls to Ohrist.) . 7. The self·exlstence and Independence of God (vs. 2.6). 8. The 
authority of God (ves. 27-29): 
IV. THE WITNESS OF OTHERS TO CH,RIST-Vss: 30-47. 

1. The witness of John (vsS'.32·35). This we· considered In John 1: 15-36. 
2. His own works. Christ declared He was inde·pendent of human tesUmony 
(vs. 34). EIS'ewhere He said, "·BeUeve iMe for the very works' sake". Here we 
should remember the mimcles of Jesus are described: as "signs", 'and they wit
nessed to His Divinity. 8. His Father (vs. 37). At His bapti-sm the Father 
bore witness, and it was by this witness John knew Jesus to be the Ohrist 
(John 1: 412,33). 4. The Scriptures also bare witness to Christ (vss. 39-47). 

PROFE'SSOR MARSHALL'S F A'MOUS FIRST AVENUE 
SERMON. 

We have had m·any enq,uiries ,llor Pre,fessor Marshall's Fi,rst Avenue sermon. 
We dto not know whether The Oanaaw,n Baptist's stock ihas Tun out or not, but 
we are anx,ious tha.t alq ou·r peQple should read· it-noll ibecause we ibelieve it to 
'be the ·gospel, 'but Mcause we beHeve 1ft 16 fu11 of poison, an.d we slLoU:1d Uke 
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to !put a bIg red ;poison label on it. In ou.r view! flhis 'is not ·gospel a.t all. We 
ask our canad,ian readers to ClOnsider !Whether this is the .k,in·d O'f ithing ,the, 
r.i'sin·g generwtion of preaohers is to ibe t'8.ught. ;We !have never ,known a more 
,gla:ring example of ihow a ;preacher may wrest a. teD; £rom 1,ts' context and ma:ke 
it teach the 'Very opposite of what it 'Was ,intended to t.each. Here I-s the eontext: 

''WIhen vherellore lie W8:S l'isen ifrom the dead, 'Ms disciples remein
Ibered that !he had said this, unto them; and t.hey 'beHeved' the scripture, 
and :tJhe 'Word whiJ:ch Jesus had said. iNiOiW when he was in .Jer.usalem at 
the !P8.s·sover, in the feast -day; many beHeved in 'his name, 'W'hen theY 
saw the m.iraiCiles whoich he, d'id. But Jesus ,did nob.,commit himself,unto 

-\--"'. ~. ii i.J ,'.'''. o:,·use.~lLe 'k'iiew- . fl'"mail' ana " .dlid':" at' til "t"'a.:2't .~iio:uld;.'t~sti~f' 
"'1. t t111 tt.,/~P:~~·'·~~~""'':' hI cd"'i .. ;·~ .:"pfl~;'''~tt''~JI'' ,J~ ;:!' .... ~t!,~~,,,a.:Jl'th· . ~.'l·r"r r,~. a'}.i..IJi"l<l;:::; II..Y 
• • , . VL man, .. IJ!Ur e··xnew 'W'.ua ... ,was,l1n. mal;l .. ' . .. : 

'Let anyone who un'derstands lPlain IEnglislh· read dt, and see if it does not. 
plainly teach that Jesus 'Withheld His confidence even from some who professed 
to 'beHeve in His name, ,becaus'e !He 'knew what evU W8:S dn man. Bub iP.l'I01fessor 
Mars.ha.ll mrukes h,is text say that Jesus Iknew what good was in man. The 
sermon 'W1h;ieh. ,follows needs no further ,comment: 

"THE IN:S'IGHT OF CHRIST." 
A Sermon Preached in Fll'St Avenue Baptist Church, Toronto, on November 12, 

by Rev. Prof. L. H. Marshall, of McMaster University. 

(Rep-rinbec! from The .Oanadian Ba1;'tist of November 26, 19~) 
"For Jesus Himself knew what was in man."-John 2: 24. 

I. 
Willen we were ,chUd·ren we ·were all doubtless much impressed and not a 

little puzzle·d by those Gospel narratives which 'record how Clb..rist became aware 
of the thGugh1ls at. work In people's minds, th,ough never a word 'Was. spo·ken. 
But as we grow older and OUil' elCPerience of life de8!Pens', 'We understand, tJhese 
narratives !better, because to some e~tent 'We find a similar, though very :rodi· 
mentary power 'Of insi-ght ·in ourselves. Wie are all ruble 1:10 a g'rea.ter or -less 
degree to see ,into the minds and hearts o,r ,tiliose with wib.om we converse day 
'by ·day.. Jus.t as we feel mOTe Oil' Iless .intensel~ the hea.t waves radiating froID' a 
stove, &0 we are, more or -less, dimly aWllire of eha:racter waves; radiating from 
every individual wi,th wohom we ihave to dea:l. EiveTylbody has his wura, and 
,creates, ·810 to spea:k, hIs IOwn atmosphere. If we eng·age in convemation with 
anyone for a few moment·s we are IIlIO're or less keenly conscious of influences 
impingdng upon our minds, Influen·ces· whtch reveal tfuat indivIdual's soul with 
gre'ater or less fOl'ce and accuracy. Oharaeter can ·seldom, if ever, Ibe entirel¥ 
!hIdden.. It oozes lOUt in ways innsi.ble and su'htle. Somehow we feeJ the 
genuineness ·of the genuine, and the sin'cer,ity Gf the sin,cere, as, on the other 
hand, we feel the fBilseness of the ifalse. iW,e all know :wib.at it is to meet an 
entire sbranger ;concerning whom we know nothing, eitJher. good' or bad, and 
yet we 'feel instinctively .that he ds not to be trusted. We cannot eJr;plain our 
aJttitu·de quite, but ·such it is. There ar~ IOtQer strangers wihom we ,feel instincblly 
to be wort'hy o,f our confidence. It is marveUous ihow our virtues and lOur vices 
spewk, even thoug-hi tiheir voIce cannot :be iheard. How mysterious and powerful 
is the sHent, invisilble interchange of imp,ressions bhat goes on between ,both 
parties 'in 'every interview. No suavity of manner can !hide the harsh spI.rit. 
No dis;pla'Y of cON'ect .Jlorm and etiquette -can hide· the dishonlOT ,that is at work 
!in the SGul. Tihe shrt:lw ma'Y stil'i'Ve Ito !be sweet and: charming, but her Slh,rewlsh
lless refuses .to be veiled. On the 'Other hand no ,bluntness' or aw~ward'ness of 
manner -can ever rea:lly concea;l .genuine goodness and Iklndliness 'Of heart. If 
we converse with a ooncelted man, thol\lgh he sim.ulates a profound humility, 
we shan .!be conscious oniy of his eonceit. If we conveMe willh a v8.i.n and 
affected girl', ~et her act a:s Slhe w.ill, ou'!:'! spirits wil:l! Ibe iba:1!hed in ,the waves of 
affectation and~ vanity ,that flow out 'Of her lPersonMity. It Is being uncreasingl'Y 
recognized' to-day as one of. t4e 'great s.piroitualo laws of ute that direct p.s'Ychic 
contact ,is possible, that soul can communiCaJte w·itJh sool 'With()ut the inter
v'ention of any S!I)eech 'Or gest.ure. It seems to Ibe !Perfectly true Ithat our 
''thOUghts a·re t~ings end'Owed -with' ibody, breath. and. ·wings·," able in s~me 
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more or Jess obscu·re way ·.to fiy from us and to 'communicate themselves to 
othel'S, wh.ellher we wiLl or not.' ·Sensitive people ·can feel to some extent w·liat 
i-s goin'g on in the heart'J a.nd minds of .vhose w.i·th whom t·hey are ibrought dnoo 
direct re1aJtions . 

.our iLord, as we should ex:pect, seems to 'have ,p·o·ssessed this power .to an 
amazing ·deg·ree. J.ust as rays of Ught ,from our .persons -faHing upo·n t'he 
sensitive iPlhotogr~her's ,pilate leave there our portrait, !lit) those mysterious 
ch:aracter .rays th'at ,fiow from every persona1ity, impinglj.ng upon the sensitive 
Sjpi·rit of our !Divine Master, left inrrerf.bed there an accurat.e and .terribly ·faithful 
descri'ption of eVi:lry 'soul He met. "Flor .Jesus Himself :knew 'Wh"a.'t was .in man." 
!Lis penetraVing ,gaze ,pierced Us way wIth startling ,accuracy Iinto the secrets' 
of every ,heart. The moment He was introduced tK> Nathaniel 'he· recognized an 
Israelite Indeed! ·in whom there was no 19uilt. Similaruy He felt within Hlmself 
that Herod Ant'ljpas was a ,fox. .Fud.as 'had j-ealously guarded !b·is dark and 
trewc.herous '~ecret; he ,douibtless tlllOught thab .his wlicked C01ll!Pa'Ct was ·known 
to no one Ibut 'himself and his ,co-conspirllltors; 'how ·startled 'he must ,have ibeen, 
what fiuttering an,d: .pal'pitatilOn of heart he must have endured 'W1hen Ohrist 
reve'aled :by a 'Word or two bhat He kne'W ·all about it. How wonderJlu~·again 
was th.e scene in the house of ISimon, when Jesus sat at meat tihere and II. 
woman who was a sinner ,ca.me an·d ,lavished her lovin.g gratit.ude upon Him. 
Simon was secretly ·coming to 'his ·own du,k ,co'nclusion as' to <the unworthy 
character of his guest. He thought his ideas on ·the su,bje'ct were carefully 
bobbled up in .the privacy of his own sow and, hermeUcaMy sea-led, and con

. sequently "he was 'Very su·rprised when Chllist with His '1Simon, I ,have somewhalt 
to say unto thee" 'beg;an '00 refiect ihis t'h'ougbJts a.s faithfully as a mIrror 'WoOuld 
have refiected his .co.untenance. Aga:in and again :PIh'arisees, ·in secret conclave, 
came to certain conclusions wbo:ut Ohrist, sure :tlbat they'ha-d not 'been overheard, 
only to be startled ,by ltihe discovery tha:t He Jiad ·read: ·them as a Ibook, and 'Was 
able to reveal their- most secret thoughts. '.Dhe 'Woman of Sama-Ilia ·fIound 1lhlllt 
when slbe conversed wibh IGhrist, .the light of His countenan·ce shione -into every 
dark ·corner of h.er ,beling, and! laid !bare secrets oOf 'her Hfe. In wonderment she 
rew·rned to her a:cquaintances and exclaimed: "'Come, see a man ·who told ime 
all <things whail:ever I did." lot must have ,been. ibeautif.w, and awful to 'gaze into 
·bhe ,face oOf Ohrist. If that eXJperiEln,ce were to come to you an·d me, we shou·ld 
feel "lihal1 all the secrets of meDlJOoTY and conscience were as visIble to Him as 
our ibones m1~,t ibe to 1lbe X-ray operator. We should ,feel ,that ·a;11 our Ugtht 
and shade, our glory and ou·r s'hame, our nolblest aspi<l"altions and our ·grossest 
desires, our welfare II.gain'St evil and our :wilCked su·r.renders to .it, OUT every 
hope and amibition an·d ipuTipOse, all, aH were r-eveailed in the ligh.t of His 
countenance. lot is welol ,for us to ·rem~'ber ·vb-at, as the !psalmist reminds us, 
God knows us altogether. A'S the col,leet, too, warns us, "God i8 'One to whom 
all ou·r hearts are qpen, t.o whom all our deSires a·re known, and from whlOm 
none of the 'Secrets lO·f our life are hlid." 

. II. 

ClhiTist's ,insight int'O human nature h.ad its dark &n'd sombre side. In ·fa-ct 
the words of OUT text are. used ·in a pessim:istic sense. Ch.rist's· ministry at 
Jel"U6I;Llem had aroused intell!Se enthusiasm am·on-gst. ,the iPassover pUgrims 
assem-bled .there, ibut Chi-oist aPIParenUy had no !aiibh either ·in the :people or in 
their enthusiasm, for He ,knew that the enthusiasm would ·prove as tran·sitory 
as iIlhe morning dew, -and 1lbat the people wlho were·so ·ready with thei·r applause 
to-day would be just as ready with thelr execration It'O-moOTiTow. Consequently 
the evangel~st says that Christ would n'Ot trust Himse}.f to . them, and then he 
adds so ,sadly and so ibittoerly: "For He knew what was in man." '!'!he remar.k 
is·D.·ot in any way unfair iIlo the ess'enti-al thought of JeBI1lS. T.rue, dt ds that He 
tOlotk a very ·cheerful -and~ Ihopeful view of Ih.uman n'ature under .the influence of 
Divine Grace, and was ever .the incorr.i;gi'ble optimist and i·dea-list, the Sav:iour 
who saw something "Worbh saving in the lowest 'Of the low, and in the ·farthest 
gone, and who sim'Ply ·regarded the aost as IIMlOjple who were nl(}t yet ·found, and 
'had not yet 'come to their true selves. But t'here are different wa,ys to,f rea-dh,ing 
o-pt-lmism. lSome :people get there iby i,gnoring all the sa-d and sombre facts oOf 
life, 'and decla'rin'g that t'hey cannot see anywhere Ibhe hIdeous, fiendish, grinning 
spectre of evi.J. Tl:).is ·is OiPttmism of a sha}iliow ty.pe--4:'he parad-ise of a fool. 
Christ did not reach His op.timi'Sm by that road. For Him evH in human life 

'. 
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was tel'r-i.bl~ rea;!. The saddest words ever 'Uttered . concernIng man were words 
that ·fell .fr:om the I~,ps 'Of Christ. He tells us /by iIIllPlicllItiO'n .that He Ihad seen 
men ,behaving 'in regard to the sanctities o,f ,Ufe ·as though !they were mere dogs 
or swine. He 'had been aJppa;Iled t'O see Wlhal1 vile t'hin'gs' men wO'uld 110 to 'bring 
to moral wreck and ruin young ,peOiple who. 'Were j'Ust. emerging_ .from the 
innocence 'Of Ichild-hDOd. 'I'hln,k aga-in of -that ghlliSN'Y 'cata,logue of ;the evils 
w!Mch Oh·rist declared to :be latent In every human heart~ust, theft, murder, 
deceIt, envy, iblaSlplhemy 'and the rest. W'hen we read .of ,the sh.ocking behavi'Our 
of which iEurOtPeans 'have SD otten 'been gui'lt'Y -when de-aIing with obscure tribes 
in ;the heart 'Of Africa, ill is well foar us- t'O remember that the peI'lpetrators of 
these atrocities had a human natu,re exactlJ.y .like our own. ~ere was no 
caipacity for evil in th.em --whIch -is not-ipresent somewh-ete in-us-.' Wlh~iJ. :we rea.d - 'I 

the record of crimes wrought in time --'Of war,. whether it -,be -of disgraceful deeds -
in .Belgium Dr amongst the Armenians, it. is wall' for 'U-s t'O remember .that these 
foul tMngs were done Iby men wh,ose human make-Uip was -exa.ctIy Uke our own. 
When tlhe newspa,per confronts 'Us wH'h the record 'Of sDrdid 'behaviour l()of any 
kind 'brought to light, in the police ·courts or assize courts of the land, it is well 
for us -to rememlber ,that thE!! !poo;Ple conlcerned are peO!Ple 'Of lUke iIIllPulses witll 
our·selves. It is a. thou-gfh't, ,solemn and awful that there is nD vile ;passion -thaI! 
has ibeen manifested under the .gun whieh does not exist somewhere, in some 
form Dr 'Otlher, in you and me, whLoh is not part of the ·fearful entail of 'Our 
human n-ature. We may find -it cOlll!Paratively easy to lbanis'h loom our 1C0nscious.. 
ness t'h-osa evil thoughts and des-i-res whIch, j.f they· -are cherished, lead t.o 
criminal /behaviour, and we fDndly imagine that they are dead, because, happily 
enough, they trouble us -little. iBull ·it !is th.e teaching 'Of the GtOlSpel (reinforced 
by the new ipsydilology), that they are nDt dead-, /but are ·at ibest. sleeping in the 
subconsciDus realm, and may at any time seek to in'Vade ou,r consciousness', and 
try 000 sha,pe our ctlaracter and Iconduct. H!ow few of us have real:ly lbeen 'PIl-1J 
t'O a. severe morllli test? How much we 'Owe tD -mol'all~ ,favorSibIe circumstanoos. 
Many a woman' ,here now, to whom the Hnes !have fallen in pleasant places an-d 
who finds 111 comparatively easy to l~ve a virtmous Ohorlstian Ufe, would prO'b8lbl'Y 
discover that there were dark, SinIster, ugly ipOwars latent :within her, if some 
change lof circumstances should fiin,g her ·intD the 'Poverty and squalor and 
soroidness of slum exIstence. iMan;y a y'Out'h who has rightly and easi.ly won 
the reputatiDn of /being a highly respectable young m'8Jl, owes far more than 
lIle -can tell tli> t:he .good sDciety in w.hi.ch Ihe moves, as 'he WIO'Illd soon discover 
it 'he were S'Ilddenly plaeed in a dangerous environment that ,brolJlglht !powerful 
stimulus to all the 'l'Ower elements of Me nature. ·1 wonder iP.OW many of us 
have 'been immune so -far frO'm serious mDrBiI ,falls, not 811) much because 'Of 
any ,intrinsic Buperiorl.ty, :but because ·templlaition's spark has never ,fallen on 
our dangerously inlla,mmaible tinder, ibecause the sleEij)ing lions -of DIM" nat.ure 
have never yeti .been stun.g to wakefulness an-d .fury /by ;the arrDWS of 'Circum
stance. - Low down in Ibhe dun-geons of the citadel 'Of b,uman persona:llty there 
are wild 'beasts galore. In most IOf us they sleep so quietly perlh-II.'PS' that we 
forget their existence, but they are there. IChrist sald- so. "He knew what waS 
in man." We should 'knDw too. We need Ito wateh and pray. Let ihim tihat 
thinketh- he stan-deth ta;ke heed lest 'he -fa:I1. We need ,to' keejp our lives ever: 
hi.gIh: pitched--to walk a ,close walIk wilth. God, that lour higher -natu-re may Ibe 
-continual.Jy strengthened, refreshed-, rein-fDrced- with the energ.!es of divine grace, 
that S'O, i,f ever the day 'Of severe trial dawns ·for u.s. we may !be eq'UiillP6d with 
all the spiritual !power that we shaH need. Salvation, _deliverance from evU, 
cOIIllPlete ascend-ancy over H, -is the S-1l!Preme need of !)lan. 'I'll-at need -is met 
when we enter dnoOO 'ldvin'g ,fellowship with. t-he cru'cified -1Qh'rist. Jesus saves. 
He ,breaks the !power of sin in 'You and: me. 

IFI. 

But Christ's inSight into -human nature had also itS' bright ,side. He -never 
despai~ed of anyone-not even 'Of :Dhe prod-igals and wastreJs, and n'arlots. -He 
bad hDpe f'Or all, 'simply 'beca.use He lmew what was in man. He knew that 
at. ,the heart and ·centre of man's ibeing, planted there 'by th.e hand 'Of God, was 
somethIng d-ivine, beautifu,l, radiant, dea:thleES, in-destructilble. It may -be 
'bu-rle-d, oh,i-dden ,from _ view, ignored. forgotten, su:ppressed, but it is thEire in 
everybody, even in -t'he wonsll, and 'there it remains inoo-NUipotibIe in -all its 
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corr.uptness, un-defiled: \in aU Us defilement, awaiting the day of its man·i·festa
tion, .us expression-, HIS diamond raddance, its !power. He believed lin the 
possiibitUties of every>bod'Y, 'because He saw in all, ·the vI:lest of 1lhe vile, ;potentlial 
sainthood, an angel in ,fet·ters, the new man wwiting tihe op,por.tunity to throw 
the lo,ld man off. Beneath the ashes: of col~'~ed !human nature He ·knew that 
there were yet sparks 1O,f eelestial fire. He saw the ·light brooding ·over the 
darkness in the :blackest soul. He saw a latenb lO'Ve of ipurIty dn Ithe heart of 
the IProfUgate; He saw love of home and ~indred and virtue la!tent lin the 
prod1igal wasting ihis substances in riotous living; He :saw the soul of honour 
[aten.t in the cheat; !He saw the tlove of Itrutlhl labent ·in the liar; He saw 
courage sleeping in ·t.'b.-e coward; He knew that bhere was a fund of unselfish 
energy somewhere even in the m'8.Il who seemed Ito Ibe entirely -self-:eentred and 
self-ebSorbed. He !knew that ·in· man there' was something 'ak:in to bhe creative 
Spir~t of Go-d; that man has an innate love -of the good and >tlhe looautiful and 
the true; 1ihat God has created man ~r IHi-mse~f, and fuat man can find no 
true rest ·for lhis ~irit excelPt ,in good.ness and in God. 

Some time ago a iF·rench professor tried ai serIes of remark8lble eXiperiments 
on some seeds. His aim was to see i.f.the germ of life ·could Ibe destroyed w111h. 
out destroy·ing the see-d ·itsel·f. He kept naked seeds 1O,f 'lucerne, mustard and 
wheat 1lod" -three weeks at a teIDiperature of liquid ai·r and .then ·for 77 blo:urs au 
8. teIDIPerMuTe of Hqu:id hydro-gen, viz., ·~OO degrees ;below zero. He .tJhen put 
them in a vacuum ,for ·a whole year. He deprived them of their internal gases 
by subjection to an air .pUIDip; he kept iIlhem ,for a Ilong time un-der mercury, 
in nitrogen and: in carbon dioxide. Aftoer all .these hardshdps most o-f the seeds 
still s;prouted when sown in the usual way! The germ of U,fe In a seed seems, 
therellore, .to ;be tough. .So it is with tJhe divine elemen:!: ·in the human soul. 
Whatever Ithe rough and tumible of li-fe it albides indestructible. 

At .the hearb of all our Lord's evangelism, its motive power, its vital breath 
-was His optimisti~ insight into !human nature. iII;ence His constant endeavour 
to ,call for·th the htghest and bhe h.oliest from men and women and to set free 
the ·best ;tha,t lay in t'heir hearts. 

We need more .of tMs .insight in IChristian W'OTk to·day .. We often fail to 
share lOur Lord's OIPtim1sm. IIf -anyone ,falls serlously and lamentalbly we are 
too inclined merely to blot his name out IOf iIlhe Ibook of our remembrance, 
rather than, as Pau'l would; say, "to restore SUclhl a one in a Slpirit of meekness." 
The. released :pris-oner would .proibably find ·comparati·vely little iri'CliIlaition to 
'help 'him amongst many o-f the pro,fessed dIsCiples IOf Ohrist. Il'he youth who 
shows prodigal tendencies and the maid who is giving her'self up to frivolous 
ways are all too often deB!Paired of as hQlleless. ''Dhe tireso'me boy and the 
wiUul, wayward -girl are 000 often regarded as thoolgh :there was nothing of 
goodness or worth in them. 'In; dealing with a1-1 suob we n-eed Ohnst's -sub'Lime 
faith and de6IP .insight, that we may have a:bsolute con1fidence tha,t tlhere are 
n(}bler powers in them if only they can be touched into life. All who 'have put 
their hand to the task of teaehing and· trwinin-g ,chi:ld·ren and young people 
need the optimism and ·ins.i,gih,t of IChrist. It ma:kes all the difference in the 
world: t.o the SlPirit, an,d quality, -and persisbence, and hopefu.lness of IQIUr serviee 
H we undertake it in the strong ·faith ·flhat our task is- simply by the grace of 
God to xouse .into activIty high s.nd 'holy powers which Go,d has' made an 
inalienwble part IOf 'human nature. It is ou·rs to bring people into fellows!M_!p 
wUh Christr-and t'hen all the !Jt:Igher an-d nobler \powers of their souls lea.p 
dnto life and vigor under the magic spell of .the ISipir·ilt IOf >Christ crucill.ed-es 
fiame leaps to fiwme. How wonderful and how lbeauUfu'l it is to think that in 
all of us, In you and me and in every Thuman Ibe:ing, .there a.re moral and 
spiritual 1P0tentiali-ties, divine !powers, wh'i-clh·, under proper stimUllus s.nd 
encouragement ·from on 'h'ig·h ·can develo,p inbo the eXiceHen.cies IO.f Ohrist. If 
only we culrtivate the ·SpirIt of t'he iMasteT when we are ·confronted with fa'Cts 
a:bout human beinlgs, stag;gering in Ithei·r sadness, we shall find that, though 
'sin a.'bounds, there ·is-th.oug!b, often unseen--a divine grace and 'beauty, -which 
tru:Per-lliboun'd. '-Dhrisb knew w.hat was in man. IRe knew man's h<ighest and 
man's -lowest, man's best '8.Ild: man's worst--an-d' not only did He not despair, 
but believed Si() iinte-nsely .in the 'glor.ious possilbilities of humankind that. He 
shrank not from the bitter cross that ~tood in the way of their emaneipaMon. 


