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"For as by one manl·s disobedience'many were made shiners, so by the obedience 
of one shall many be made righoteous."-Romans 5: 19. I' , HiE BIb., " a dhin." 'n",l,.d ,"oo,d of a "'''ne ,... •• otion; It '" a 

T 
revelation of .truth w:hdeh is not dIscoverable ,by unaided human 
reason; it ·has to do with a reaJm w'hich ds beyond the reach of our 

. unaided human powei"s. Men have invented in'struments to ma:gnify 
. ~ t·h·e power of ,their own senses. For example, you wear glasses 00 

·enable y{)U to see more clearly; we \have here an .instrument (touch-WW ing the acousticon) wh~ch -is designed tOI aid the deaf; then men use 
the microsrcop'e to magnify ·the in'finitesimal, to 'bring it w·ithoin th.e 

range of human o'bservation; .t'hey have made ·the .telescope to ,bring distant 
worlds near to us that ·we may study ·them. A doctor may:be ever so SI~iU.fu'l, 
but when he comes to exam!ine you, i·f he for.gets to· 'bring his s-tellb{)scope witlh 
him, however acute hjs hearin'g may 'be, (he ·cannot discern what is taking place 
an ;the human ,body. [n all these t'Mngs there is a recognition of the Hmitations 
of t'he senses'. . 

;rille 'Bi'ble is a divine instrument which enables us to understand, to see and 
hear tlhings that are ,beyond Ilhe reach of our natu:ral powers. We may learn 
'somethjng ,by ana:}o.gy ·from the material Wlo,rld about. us, "for the invis1-ble 
things of him .from 'Dhe' creation o·f the world are clearly seen, being! understood 
'by t,he things that a·re made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they 
are without excuse." NotJwHlhstanding, it is written, "The n-atu·ral man 
·receiveth noD tl1.e thoin-gs' {)f the ,SpirIt of God': ,for they.are ,foo1ishness unto 
·h·im: neitoher. ·can he Iknow tihem, because they are ·spirituruly discerned"; 
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear rhllard', neithe,r have en-tered int.o the ,heart of man, 
·the things whdch God hath prepared for rtJhem that love oh-im"-tlhe eye and rbhe 
ear, representative of the world {)f sense. t'he facullties w·h:ich deal-with o:bjective 
truth; the heart, representavive of' the .faculties of the mind wlhdch :receive 
impressions fr.om without and deal with .th.em,:-this Slcrioptu're says ,that, "eye 
hath not seen, nor ear hearo, nei;toher have entered into the ihearto of ·man, the 
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things which God hath ,p·repared for ,them that love him. But God hath revealed 
them unto us Iby his ISlPirit: tor the SpirIt searcheth al~ ·t1hings, yea, the deep 
things of God." fl'he S'Pirit of God, throu·gh the Word of, tru.th, discloses to ·the 
enlightened understanding troth lWIhich is und·iscovera'ble .iby lour natural powers. 

There are elements in human Ufe wh·ich we do Ibut -partIy un de rs·tand , of 
which the .Bllble gives us the t.rue philosoph.y; H e~plains these things to us 
so .that we understand t'he'ir relation. Every:wlb.ere you fin·d in Hie. the tragic 
element represented :by that word, 'my one man's ·ddsobedience many were made 
sinners!'-by that lives are stained and .spoiled and all ,but destroyed'. There. is 
a somethin:g in life whi.cll ma:kes aife very hard, there -is 'a ·something there thab 
gives anxiety ,to parents ,respecting tlhci-r children, to aH who love reSIPecting 
·those whIDm they 'love, a something that is ibeyond human 'power, ;f.-hat is every­
where at work in the .individual and in hiuman society. And yet there is 
another power, there is another ',law, which may operate in ihuman life and 
c.onver.t that wh:i·ch ,is f.t13elf trllJgic into a triumphant and glorious success. 

We shan e~amin-e ·these two elements as they reI-ate to us, 'as e~perienced 
·by·us, -in the light of .this d·i~ine revelation. 

I. 
The tex.t implies that Iback o·f ·\lhese two p·rin-ci,ple&---one working ·for evil 

and the other -flo·r good, descrilbed as "d~isobedi-ence" and "obedience"-I say, 
this text d.!llllIies A -RF..LATION TO A WORLD OF LAW, to some objective standard 
of life iby whilch our conduct and character are -to 'be measured and determined. 
What is it .that men have ·disobeyed? In .tJhe -material realm it is abundantly 
evident t'hat :law -is universllll, nothing comes Iby h8IP or chance: whatever may 
ibe sald of the designer--'Whoever he may ibe-th.ere is design, there is plan, 
the,re -is lPul'pose; there are ,laws whi-ch are fixed and, dnexora-ble, and which musb 
be obeyed in order ·t.o ·the creatu'l"e's- higbest good. 

It is the business ·o·f science 1:00 ·d,iscover, to observe, the relation of things; 
and thus ·to observe the o.pera;tion of ·the laws by which th1ngs are governed. 
Nobody :proposes to make the world over aga-in, and the very Ibest that science, 
of which we hear so much. nowadays', can do, 1-S to ddscover the way by 'Which 
th.ese invisible forces operate, dn lo·rder that 'we may learn ·1)0 ·conform ourselves 
to .tihem, and by oIbedience to ·them to avoid t1he 'Penalty of transgression. 
How very simple it ·is! In every depar.tment of the material realm that. simple 
princi,ple-I bring you nothing !that i·s new and ruothing that is profound-i-t 
is a. ma·tter of universal O'bserva;tion that we Uve in a world of ·law, and that 
we must :learn flO! -obey the law, or ·it win turn out to our disadvantage, and, in 
some ·cases, to olllr utter destructoion. 

I ·do not kIllOw much ruoout I!.stronomy. We have thought of it IIJS' one of the 
exact; sciences. It ·b.8;S Ibeen a matter' o·f -wonder to me that men a,re albIe, w-lth 
suohl wbsolute accuracy, 1xl foretell to the ,fractilon of a minute when an ecl,ipse 
'wiU ibegin and when it will end. I remember a few years ago on 'ohe occasion 
of an eclijpse, a numiber of astronomers 'gathered somew~ere in S'pain, and one 
of them-an HaJI-ian lastronomer, I think-declared that sCience could determine, 
even to a second, when an eclilpse 'Would take place IIIJo·re ·than a -hundred yea-re­
in advance of 'the event. I have a :pretty .good watch in my .pockeD-I" shall 
-b.a·ve to s'ay 4lhat .it is, for some of you gave it to me-but it really is, -it keeps 
good time. But I s'hould be .a very ,bold man to say wilmt these hands may 
indjcate five years hence. 1 mi·gh.t1 f·orget ·to wind .it, but even ·i·f I did not, it 
mi-ght either ~ose or 'gain, and ·get out of accord with the sun-------especially wi-th 
this daylight-savjng craze. But how very wonderliul -it ·is that Ood's wor:ks are 
so exact, 'and 'that the machJ.nery-or rather, the laws ·j.;b!at govern -the machinery 
of tMs -universe, are so Iprecise, so unv,arying, that ev·en .thrau·gh the centuries 
men can estimate what these heavenly Ibodies wiH do, and oin what rela·tion 
they will Ibe found to each. obher a ceil·tu-ry hence! 

You may carry;tJhat into many ·departments of human investigation. J: am 
n.o.t a chemist; but I know ·bh.at ehemistry wiH show yOU that law is wrollg'ht 
into the very nal1ure of things. I ·cann.ot tell you how .it is that a few grruins 
of arsenic, let us say, are more deadly th-an a -fe-w .grains ·of qu'inine; -I cannot 
tell you why .it is of·1:Ihe verY' nature of cer-t:ain elements to -destroy if .they are 
taken into the ·human system;· I 'cannot tell YOU why 1-11 .is that lin .the chemical 
realm there are certain elements w,h·iOO are, by their very nature, incompa-t'i'ble: 
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you ,Cannot blend oil and water; they are OtPposite to each oth'er, and you canno,t 
make them mix while one remains oU and ,vha other water. 

. And ,in the realm of mechan4cs the same prin-ci'ple obtains. I saw 'the other 
day. the portra:i.t of the man who more than fifty years ,ago IlmUt ·t-he Brooklyn 
Bridge. I :have crossed: d.t scores of -times, and I have wondered when I have 
seen tihe traffic ,that conbinuaHy Cl"I0.sse8 there~how the designer of the 'bridge 
was 'alble to estimate how lIl1\lch cert8l.in· kilnds of steel w!Ou1d Ihold. How could· 
he do It? Because in that mechauiroal realm there are -laws that are albs'olutely 
fixed, tlley are the same ·to·day as they always were; and solen,ce, haVling 
d-iscovered ,tmose laws, said, "J.f we must pl'Ov·ide ,for. so many ,thousand tons of 
traffic, we ml11st o'bey the mechan:ical -la,ws that govern these matters to 'prepare 
for ,tha,t ,wei·ght." But you see, :if such 'laws were' not wbsolutely unvarying,' 
the bridge that. ·h.eld twenty4i.ve years ago might' go down to·morrow morning. 
Our very existence depends u·pon the :invariaJbiLity of the -laws, of nature. Thds 

. building has stood fi.llty years, an·d it has stood 'beOOiuse the ar'Clb<itect who ibu·Ut 
it ,knew somet'hing' about ·these fixed princilPles. These 'Pinars support thds 
roof because the architect estimated the storms to whdch it would: Iile subjected, 
estimated the pressure' ·that would through ·th·e years ,be .bearing d()IWn upon 
them, because he knew t'he elements to whieh :it would !be eXiposed, knew a;lso 
the .laws of expansion and con.tmction-tllnd .the 'buHding was erected in reoog­
nition of those fixed principles. 

The same IPrinciple lopera:tes in respect to our physicaI nature. We do not 
know ·very much· albout ourselves. The doctor·s, 'Pel'lhe,ps, Iknow a Httle more­
S'Ometimes I tlhin'k thall even they d·o not know very mueh-we are such a 
compllcated 'bit of machdnery.. For a Li,ttle while they ,tell U'S ,th'at all Qur .nls 
come' from the ,tonsils; ,later you are told It" is your teet-h-by an,d by they. 
may ICUt lOour heads off in order i'hat we may !be well'! But there are cert-ain 
fixed laws, i-f on'ly ,they could 'be ,discovered, that we must observe d.f we would! 
preserve our heal-tho 

Very wonderfully we have discovered of late ·that ,there are laws of acoustics 
of wb:i,ch we .knew nothing ce.ntul1ies ·ago, to ,the '1lnderst.anrning o.f which we are 
com.ing little Iby little ;by ·vhe aid of electric ,powers. I re.ad the other day of 
a 'Pl'I()feSlSiOr away ,back .in the seven·ties who 'Was ·giving a demonstration lbefore 
his ,class w.iItIh, a Ley,den"j'ar on w;bat ihe caHed, "·the science of electl"iicHy", and. 
he said. "YQun'g gentlemen, you have arrived in Ufe too ,late to observe the 
development of this wonder·f.ul ,science"! I wonder 'if ,lIha:t IProfessor ·were Hving 
to-dJay what he would say! Now we know t'hat d.t Is IPOssi'ble for the h'1lman 
vo!·ce to carry ·across -the sea-tllnd perhaps in due time we shall Iile able to 
whl-sper around tihe world. 

Willy ihave I sai-d aU this? To let you know that God's universe is' a I11ni­
verse of 9rder, a universe .of law wh:ieh cannot Ibe Ignored. There are laws of 
mind !fihat we know Ut't!e about. That is a newer science, .the science o.f 
psyohology. We may learn somet-hdng of the .i'ruws of meIIllo~, 'b.ow to ·remember 
and never ,for.get. no you not w.ish you :could do it? Th·ere is a -way of -training 
the -memory, it ·is .possl-hle to dev.elop the mind just as Ithe blacksmith develops 
!his muscles. It·the·natural mind is so ileveloped a man woill thinlk dn the wrong 
direcllLo·n just Hke that track you hav·e seen across a corner lot, and every 
va:grant fancy that comes along will travel tiha.t way untB the man thin·ks in a 
groove, and every imagination of .the thoughts of hds heart .is on.ly ev;H con­
tinually. We are sulilject to law:. 

In the moral rea:lm we see the same :law o.perating. Tihere is in us ,1Jhat 
mysteri-ous witness which none of illS understands: 'We are diVoinely endowed 
witl1r a ·faculty of dIs·carning ibetween ,good and ewl. The Bible tells us ·thBit :the 
moml l-a,ws are /W·ritten in ,our -moral conslCiousne&S's, and that no man anywhere 
mBlY escape moral responsi-bHity: "So then every one of us shaH .~ve 81ccount 
of himself 00 God." . 

WJha:t 'is the 'Bible 'for? Not Ito reveal thes'e na.tural :laws: you would never 
·learn how to ma,ke ,a telephone from st.udying the iBible, you! would never learn 
fl10m the 'Pages of tMs ·Book how to ·construct a rad.i.o; ibut when you have 
learned all you can ,in any department of science, >science .that Is .brue and in 
accord w,i;tJh' fact wHI always' be in Ib..armony 'WLth that which is revealed: in 
God's Wo.rd. What is Ibehind all thes'e Ilaws?-"In -the ibeginndn'g God"! The 
'Bi.ble in effect says, "YO'll use your microsco.pe and your telescope. and yoU spend 
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your years seeking to d,iscern the ~er-atiiln of Jaw in nature-lbut where did 
thall law ilriginate? What .is the source lo·f ,it? 'What .is that mysterious con­
trolling ,power which gives energy to the ·created· universe? You can nover 
find out. 'but"1 will teIl you. 'In the beginni·ng God created the ihea.ven and the 
earth·... lAnd so the iBiible ·reveals· God as the !SOUl'lce of all law. and all ·the 
laws even of the material universe ra.diate .from HJj-m, and are reaJly a trans­
scr.1IPllion of 'His own nature---lfixed and invariable as He :is. "Every gilOd: gift­
and every ile.rfect gi·ft. .. .....,YiO'u remember .how .the "8cri·ptures Ibring these two 
!principles antil juxta..posi.tion and .oom:pal'ison-"every good gift and every 
per.fect gUt is from -a:bove. and cometh down ,j',rom the ~ther of lights. with 
whom ·is nil variableness, neither sihadow of turning." 

Very weIl then, it- tells' ·us of a realm that is Ibeyond ,the mat.eI'!ial, of a 
realm that is !beyond even ,the IDIo,ral-()f a spiritual realm where God i8 
su.preme; and' ·it comes to teach us t'hat we cannot esc8lpe the l'esponsibiUty 

. of a r.j'ght relatiilnship to .the Unseen. And -then dt ·gives us tMs reveLatoion: it 
says to you and me. "YilU .have observed aU ,tihese .tragic elements lin Hfe. you 
ihave Oibserved disease in ·the body, and that, 'Physically" men a·re oorru'Ptioble; 
you have observed. too, t,his law I(}t sowin-g and reapin-g, that a man's IChara.cter 
is ,inevd,lJaIbly the f·ruit of his conduct, and that as a man sows that m'llst he 
also reap." 

H. 
The. iBiible says Ifurther, uI will tell you ihilW it all came -aoout", and -it .t'lll.ls 

us that THAT ELEMENT OF EVIL ·ENTERING INTO HUMAN -LIFE THIIOUGH ONE MAN's 
DISOBEDIENCE, that is the ilrigin of sin SOl far as human history and e~perience 
is concerned:. "By ilne man's di·sobedience many were made sdnners." /No, you 
c&nDlOt subscl'Ii'be to the doctrine o.f evoIutiiln and ibeldeve either t'he New Testa­
met or the Old. That ,philosophy 'is :p<l.Sitively, in every aspe,ct of it, anti­
Christian and anti.biiblical, dt 'is in opposition til God. -The iNoew Testameno 
:puts its approval iln the Old' Testament record that the race .began w.ith one 
man, and' 'tihat it was by one man's disobed'ien·ce m.any were made sinners. It 
tlells Us that .this one man got out of h.arDJjQ·ny w.ith the law of God, hoe dd'SOIbeyed 
in some par-ticu.].ar ·the law of !God, and 'by transgress-iiln ·fell. That ·is what 
sin is, sin -is transgoression of the law. Whether you know ,the law or nilt, you 
may transgress it. "'By ilne man's d'isobed-ience many were made sinners", 
and sill! ds the tmnsgression of the ,law. T·hat is how it aU :b.aP'Pened. 

'!'ohere lis no ,peace, there 'is IIJO joy, there is no 's-atisfactoion .whatsoever til 
be ·found in opposition to the law of God in any rea·lm. I can close my hand 
and it does not ·hurt me, Ibut I cannot ·burn my hand back~i-f I did, I Siho,-u.ld 
disIilcate my __ fingers. Why? Just ibecause I :should be diso·bey.ing the law that 
.'gilV'8rnS dts movements. Tlbere is a way of living, tha.ll we may live Iby Goo's 
gra·ce just as we close lour .• ands, dn oIbedience to !God: and in harmoIllV wi.th 
Him .and His laws-and th.en all wHl :be well. "Oreat 'Peace have theY"-not 
who obey thy law~'''WMch love thy law: and noth,in'g sha;H offend !them." 
Wilen we low 'God's way il·f living, God's ·way ,f,or Uil, we shall have peace .. 

Evil is ilf such a c'haracter that it is' transmissible: '1By one man's dis­
-obedience many w-ere made sinners." The transmissibility _ of acquired 
cp,aracteristics is absolutely esseutial if evolution be true. Gan a man acquire 
certain characteristics which are not natural to him and transmit them to 
posterity? T-he very wise evolutionist would tell you .that .the buffalo got his 

. big sibilulders by just shouldering his way throug-h life-! A man must be 
seven-eig.hths-or eight-eighths-of an idiot before he can su'lls'crnie to the 
doctrine of evolution. The truth is, it has never been demonstrated' that an 
acquired 'characteristic can :be transmitted to the off·sopring. But strangely 
enough, evil can be transmitted, moral evil can be transmitted. I preached 
to you Silme milnths ago on, "The Contagiousness of Evil, and the Untrans­
missibility of Goodness"-d-o you remember tibat text ?-"Ask now the priests 
concerni;ng the law, -E.·aying, If one 'bear holy flesh in ,the skirt of his gM'ment, 
and wit'h his skirt"-that is, when he is ceremoniaUy clean-"do touch bread, 
or. pottage, or wine, or ilil, or any meat, shal'l it .be holy?"-has he power to 
transmit, to communicate his holiness-uAnd the priests answered and said, 

- No. Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead .body touch any of 
these, shall it /be undean? And ·the priests answered and said It s-hal'] be 
unclean." That is to say, a man has power to comuni·cate, to iransmit, his 
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sin, but not his righteousness: "By one man's disobedience many were made 
sinners." 

"But", you ,say, "I do not understand' that law." 1 am not going to ask 
you to undersotand it,-Is it 'true? Have many 'been made sinners? Do you 
not think they have? And stlJ..l more to the point, have you been made a 
sinner? Did you find it easier to go down right . from the 'beginning? 1 
boarded years ago in a :house where there was a Httle chap called Clare. 
His father was a peculiar ~an, and CLa.re had inherited some of his f,ather's 
peculiarities. One day as 1 was passing through the room 1 beard his mothe,r 
-trying to correct him, and he clenched 'his l'Utle fist& 'and stamped his foot and 
said, "Look here, Ma, l'lhaven/lt got to do nothing only just what folks don't 
tell me 1 haven't got to do"'I! If you can untangle vh08.t string of negatives 

. you will dis'cover that he meant to have his own sweet way; and you will 
hav,e some idea of what the Scriptu:re means w.hen it says', "The carnal mind 
is enmity ag·ainst God." "By ,one man's disobedience many were .made sin­
nerS'''; whether you like it or not, one man's disobedience has corrupted the 
whole race: "By one man sin entered into the world, and deavh by sin; and 
so death passed upon all 'men, for .that ·all have sinned'.'L-and you and 1 are 
included in that company. And alas! alas! we are by na.ture children of wrath 
even as others. 

III. 
Tlhat is the tragedW,-WHAT ABOUT THE TRIUMPH? "So by the obediellice 

.of one shall many be made, righteous." How wQnderful it is that in vhe 
Person of Jesus C:hrist our graciouS! God ooS' begun a new creation, He has 
begun all over again: "By ~he obedience of one shaU many'be made righteous." .. 
As you read this fifth chapter of Romans, you find the story of two Adams: 
one after the fiesh, transmitting his guilt; the other, 'after ·tlhe Spirit, com­
municating. His grace;' and ev.ery man of woman born has his choice of 
appropriating the guilt ·of the first Ad·am, or the grace of the Second: Ufe 
may be a tragedy on the one ,hand, 9r, by divine grace, it may be made II. 
glorious triumph on ,the otlher. Yes, Jesus began a new creation. "But, sir", 
you say, '''did you not teU us just now that goodness was not" communicable? 
Did you not tell us that man could transmit evil .but not gDodness?" That is 
true of the first Ada,m, and C!'f all who are born of the fiesh; f'Dr that which is 
born of the fiesh is fiesh-and never can ,be anything else. ,But our Lord 
JewS' was born of the Spirit, begotten 'Of the Holy Ghost, 'born of the virgin 
Mary; and He broke the entail of guilt. 

Do' not let anybody persuade YDU ,that the Virgin Birt'h is not true. If 
that be not true, there is no eS'Cape for anyone ''Of us from that awful entail of 
guilt, of siIi and sin's penalty; but Jesus came as the Head of a new creation: 
"The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from 
heaven'''; "T.he first man Adam was· made a living soul; the la&t Ada-m wa,s 
made a qu.icken1ng spirit" unUke anyone else who ever lived. He came, then, to 
obey th,e law: "Made of a woman made under the law, to redeem I!hem that were 
und'er the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." And in every 
partIcular Jesus o·beyed the Law-physically, mentally, spi:ritually, reconelling 
all things unto Himself, atuning all t'hings unto Himself, maki,ng it ,possible 
to eliminate discord a,nd. re,S'tore harmony to the created univerSl8; Jesus came 
and kept the law in your ibeh'alf and mine, He died "the just for the unjust, 
that he might :bring us to God". • 

The' gospel is philosop'hicaJ..J.y soun:l. These gentlemen who talk 'so much 
about the "'moder,n mind", w,ho talk about the biological miracle necessary 
to the Virgin Birth 'being unthinkable .to the "modern mind"-I fea;r are not 
the profound thinkers they so ,fondly prof,ess to be. Ali, but thIs gospel is in 
accord with all the factS' of human history, observation, 'and experience. 
This is the truvh reve'aled frDm heaven, that you and 1 may discov,er how we 
may escape from the bondage of sin. Do ,not forget that the death of Christ 
derived its value frDm His rife; and also that the life of Christ d'erived 'its 
value ·from His death: they are complementary.to each other. His, death 
could have made no atonement for YDU if He :bad not first of 'all obeyed the 
law: "By the obedi1lnce of one shall many be made righteous:" He kept· the 
tables of the law 'perfectly in every respect for us: in ·both Hi,s human 'and o 
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divine relationships. He went down to Nazareth and was subject to His 
parents, and' then, you remember:, coming up to Jerus'al:em and becoming 
separated from His parents, He said to His mother, "How is it that ye soug.ht 
me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father'·s business? I have been 
subject to you, but I am also subject to Him." He kept the law perfectly, 
and wroug:h·t out a perfect Ufe, wrought out also a perfect Substitute for your 
life and mine. He w·ae -made after the power of an endless, an ind'issoluble 
life; His blood was the wealth of alL worlds in solution; and He cancelled for 
ev.er our obligations to tJhe law, magnified the law, and made it honoul\a'ble, 
and died the Just for the unjust to bring us' to God. 

And, blessed be His name. He has power to make men righteous: "So 
by the obedience of one 'shall many ·be made righteous." That has' been 
accompl'ished by His virgin birth, His sinless lHe, His sacrificial death, His 
re·s'Urrection from the grave "the firstborn from the dead; that in all things 
he migtht have ,the pre·eminence···. 

I quoted to you from the Scripture., from Haggai's prophecy: "If one that 
is unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? And the 
priests- answered and' said, It shall 'be unclean." And you and I can communi· 
cate evil ·but we cannot communicate goodness. But once upon a ,time there 
was a poor woman who saw a great Prophet in the midS't of the throng. S·hs 
said, "He is unlike any prophet, any other man. and if I may 'but touOh His 
garment, I shaI,I' be whole." So she pus'hed her way through the crowd and 
managed .to touch t'he 'hem of His skirt, and '''Jesus, immediately knowing 
in himself that vir,tue had gone out of him, turned 'him about in tJhe .press, 
and ~aid, ·Who touched my clot-hee? And .h'is disciples said unto him, Thou 
lieest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched' me?" 
"Ah, ·but", ·said He, "Somebody hath touch-ed me", for virtue ,had gone out of 
Him. Oh, virtue flows to the touch of faith always. !MuItitudes throng Him. 
multitudes in this hour are gathered in places of wors'hip, but only a few' 
touch Him, really touch Him, and are made whole. 

wm you touch Him? Virtue wm !be communicated t.o you, a;II .His 
righteousn·es8' wiII be imputed' .to you, and the Power Iby which He was be· 
gotten, and tJhe Power by which He was begotten again ·from the dead, will 
make you a new creature in Christ Jesus. Oh. the blessedness of it! You 
saw this ordinance of baptism to·night, d'id you not? Do you know what it 
means? It means that it is possible for us to 'bury the old life in the grave 
of Je8'Us, and rise to walk in newnesS' of life. May He :help us in simple. 
childlike, ·faUh· to push our way through the ,throng and ,touch the hem of 
His garment that we may 'b.e w·hole. 

Let us bow in .prayer: Thou risen and glorified Saviour W,ho 'hast entered 
with ThIne own blood into the holy ,place not made with 'hands, even into 
heaven itself, to appear in the presence of God for us, while Thou art in 
heaven, we know that Thou art on eal'lth as well"; Thou art just as truly in 
the midst of 'r'hy people as Thou wert in the d,ays of old; Thou art juS't as 
truly going about doIng good: 

"We may not climb the heavenly soteeps 
To ,bring the Lord Christ down: 

In vain w-e search the lowest deeps. 
For Him no depths can drown. 

'~But warm, sweet, tender, even yet 
A present .help is He; 

And faith bas still its Olivet, 
And love its Galilee. 

"The healing of, Hi·s· seamliess dress 
Is by our ,beds of pain; 

We ,touch Him in life's throng and press 
And we are Whole· again.'\' 

ab, may the angels 'hear Thee say it, Thou Saviour of sinners. "Somebody 
hath touched me." Here we a.re, knowing nothing beyond' that which is 
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written; and we all have need of the virtue that is in Christ. Oh, come to 
us, Lor-d, we beseeoh Thee, in saving g.race and power this ev·ening. Help 
somebody as we are bowed now quietly in Thy presence to reach, out the 
hand of faith ·and touch Thee: 'JWhoE.'Oever s'hall call upon the name of the 
Lord sha:il be saved"-help us to call upon Thee; "He that believeth on the 
Son of God hat'h the witness in .himself"-help us to believe on Thee. The 
man who pr,ayed, "God 'be merciful to me a sinner", went down to his house 
justified; help us so to pray, so to beHeve, so to be justified by faith, and 
have peace with God through our Lor-d Jesus Chris1. 

~bitOtial. 

IN TUNE WITH THE DIVINE ENE·RGY. 
We all must exercise a m1nistry of some kind. Doubtless t·here is a special 

call 10 the ,publ'ic ministry of the gospel! .but every Chr.ist.ian has a particular 
call to some ~ind of service. "Go ,to ,the ant .thou sluggard, consider her ways 
and be wise." Tb.e first man God ever made-and he was like God-was a 
working man, a gardener. Sin d.id not introo1l'ce work 'va the hands, but only 
sweat to the face. A Godlike idler ds an dDllPoss'i'bHity, for Jesus said, ''\MIy 
Father worke.th hitherto: and I wor·k." The man of the lP·arable had only two 
sons, and he gave neith.er of them a 'holiday., .bwt commanded: eaCh, "'Son, go 
work to-day in my vineyard." Every creature of the heavens f·rom, suns to satel­
lites, and every creature of the earth from the eagle in ''his 10neIy eyrie", "in 
g·ray ·Beth,JPeo·r's he"ight", to ·the mineral·bells Wihieh in 'deep mines, ring theib.OIUr 
of work--.every creature, animate and inanimate, hears and answers the 
Creator's call to serv·ice. Li'ke 'Lanier's ".CbattahlOochee": 

"Out of ·the hUIs of 'Haibersham 
Down t'he vaHeys of HaH" 

the mountain torrent 

and when 
"Runs the rap'id and lelllps the fall", 

"The ,ferns and the .fondling grass said, Stay, 
And ·the deW'ber.ry di'll:Ped for ,to work delay, 
And the little reeds sighed, Abide, Abide. 

The riv'er, having heard the universal cal-I ,to serTice, answe'rs: 

"But lOih, not the hUls of Hlllbersham, 
And: oh, not the valleys of Hall, 

Avail: I am fain .for to wa:ter the plain, 
Downward the vol-ces of Duty caH­
Downward, to toU and Ibe m.ixed :w.ith ·the main, 
The d·ry fields ,burn, and the mills are to turn, 
And a myriad of fiowe·rs mortal·ly yearn, 
And' tilie lordly main .from beyonU: the plain, 

Cal,ls o'er the hills of Hlllbersham, 
Calls throug.h the valleys of HaB." . 

And .in it'S .path from ·the mountaIn to ~he sea, as the ChaU.a:hoobee river sings 
its BOn!g of servi·ce it dB" joined Iby myriad Vlodces 'Who sing in iper.fect iharmony 
to ·the accompaniment !If all, the min·j.stering angels of the sk'ies. 

But what are you doing in this wonder·llul world Cif 'WIOrk.? How <lan an 
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idler !be .happy in a world like t-hi·s? 'How can he sing in tune woith t·he universe 
unless' he sings lilt his work? An ddle ·Christian is an anomaly. He ,is in 
dissonance wUh his own nlllture; he is out of harmony with all that is d,ivine 
:in nature and ;in gr'lIIce: .his i·S' a ·rest which ma·kes ,d'iscord in th.e un'~versal 
music. 

The Oh,rist-ian's m'inistry must be one of love. We talk of .faith, and virtue, 
and k,now·ledge, and self-control, and patience, and godlineSlS, and ,bro:therliness; 
but. these 'are bu·t ,fragments 'of thel wbole, harIilondous elements of .vhe spectrum 
of .the Morning S'tar, colou·rs of bhe rainlbow round wboat the throne, the 
refrlllcted ·rays of th.e glory of Dhe Lamb, of Heaven's white J.ight of Love. And 
.darkness can as easily have communi-on with, light as an unloving nat"lIre can 
have concord w'ith Ohrist. The man of un·common intellectual calibre, and of 
unusual mental cul-ture, of extraordina·ry ,genius, and of ,phenomenally wttractive 
personality is not per se ·the man who r.iIigs the !beUs of heaven, hut rather .the 
man who Uves by loving. 

Jesus did not ,call Hi's ,friend,s, or His bret-hren, or His 'kinsmen, or His 
rioo neigblbours, when He made H'is ,su·ppe·r.. And tihat Iove 'is ,always ,to ;be 
suspected: which ministers to those wruo 'can make. some recompense. We do 
not believe the Lord Jesus could 'feel at ,home this side the ,gates of "Jer.usalem 
the ,golden" where He could n'Ot !preach the gospel -to the poor, and: 'heal lihe 
brOiken-hear.ved, and preacb..deliveranoce to 'Dhe :captives, and recoverin·g of sight 
t~ the blind, and set a.t Uber.ty them ,that lIIre bru'j.sed·, And we must bring the 
poor and the ~roken.hear.ted, and ,those Wlho cannot .invite us to supper, or I'n 
any way requite us .for our toU ,into our churches, or we cannot ,De sure we 
are J·oving any.body. Iv is the needy, the helpless, the ,penniless 'Pendt.ent, the. 
social outcast, the moral leper, th.e souI whom it is no ea.r:thly 'honour to know, 
and DlO temporal advantage to help, these are ,tjhey whom we must love i·nto 
the kingdom of GOO. No angel will sing 'in the ch()ir of t!he church which is 
wHhout .the poor and needy in .trhe congregation; a.nd however stately th.e 
arooitecture, or in:teHectually Ibrilliant the !puLpit, or a.rtistica.lly !beau,Hful ·tihe 
s,ing'ing, or ,grand and' costly the 'organ, 'God heal'S no music 'in a 'church which 
dlOOlS not lovingly minister to a world whIch sin 'hath ruined, and which only 
love can redeem. As vhe human woes which all alon,g His 'Pathway foroID 
Bethlehem to Golgotha calJed forth IHis 'sympathies, and, at the ex-pense of His 
own ~in, per,feoted the Oa.ptain of our salvation, engage 'us dn a ministry ().f 
love, iby the ·very exercise of th.at ministry to human need, He win 'bring us 
to the glory I()f His own Ukeness. Nearness in ,character ,too Him is for those 
w'ho -d,rink of His cup! There ds a song whi,ch only the redeemed, can learn! 

A ministry of love 'can be ,fuliy exercised only dn the 'proclama:Uon of a 
messa.ge of peace. ..It ,is well that we should ,instruct the ignoran,t, and ,[eed 
the -hungry, and clothe the na.ked, 'and heal the sick, !but t·ha.v ministry to 
temporal and 'Physical need must ever 'be subord'inate and: subsel'Voient tIlo' .the 
hIgher and: endur.ing interests of the ·soul·. And th'ese can :be served onoly !by a 
message from the skies. The minist'ry of the Lord J'esU's 'is epitomized in this, 
"The Word was made fieS'h." !And· He Himsel'f, in His 'great ,prayer reViewing 
and summing up His life's work, rilad·e no mention of the bJungry He had: fed, 
or t'he ,sIok He -had healed, 'but only said, "I have given unto them otihe words 
whtch Thou ,gave&t me." And when He gave the .church bel' work, He said', 
'IGo preaK:h-teach." ,Stoci,al and .beneficent, and educational adjuncts to th.e 
ch.uroh-'s min'istory 'are legdtimate auxiliaries·, 'but her maIn business is to g,ive 
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the Word 'of God to the ,world. And ,this is in harmony wUh ,the div,ine methoo. -
fr{)m the beginning: 

"The 'Master spake! In ,grand ,reverberations 
Th'rough space rolled the 'mighty music t'Ide, 

While Us low, majestic undulat'ions 
The clouds of 'cha.os sI.o'Wly swept aside. 

"And wheres{)ever in His rich creation. 
Sweet music ,breathed-in wave,.or oird or soul 

'Tis :but the ·faInt and far reveriberatl<m 
Of that g·reat tulie to w~ich the p,I.anets roll". 

The church 1s the medium throu~h which 'God wilt' speak the w,ord wlhlich 
1s to recalll this wor,ld' ',from its m{)ral aiberration into harmony woith "thaot great 
tune Ito \Which the ~lanets roll ... · "If, flherefore, we are to be messengers, we 
must keep in touchJ with somebody. There can come IlJ() ·message from the 
telegr81ph office wh.He the wires are; down; y.ou ,can get no letter from the post 
ollfice when the 'railway is blocked' with ,snow. IPeorple do not ·go to the ,posh 
ollfi'ce when :they iknow the lo,f,fIce has no communica.ti{)n wIth! the outside world. 
They wait for the whistle of tlhe incoming train. And the world soon discovers 
f.f the chlurc.b.'s communi-cations are intelCrupred, and they will stay alWay ,from 
the Chu.J'-ch, as .they d'o ,fr,om the rpost office lif the mail-bag does n;otcome',in 
ewry day. They wUI soon Itire lC)f car·rying' home sample copies of last month's 
pa.pers. 'Stale sermons from the pulpit, stale testim{)n'ies in t\he ;prayer meetings, 
plagiarized: 'addresses ;\n Young Peo.ple's meebin,gs, and Sunday 'School lessons 
pUTloined from "heLps" 'Will make ,the 'church, the ;praye,r-meetin,g, the 'Sund'ay . 
School, Hke the ·post ollfice, when the roads are Iblocked~they will !be utterly 
deserted !by all whiose 'hearts are hungering for this week',s, ,and thIs day's mail 
from !heaven. But ,let the messages ·be ever sc) siIIl(ple, if they come l'ike flowers 
wioth the morn-ing dew upon ,bheir 'Petals, {)r Ji.ke ,frlloit wr,apPE;ld in Its own 
unborrowed 'bI.oom, their very ,Ilreshness win cause them to !be eagerly sought 
after. ·Even in these days of wireless messages', thouglh no storm m'ay break 
the communIcation, a careless operator ,can ;put h'is own instrument out IDf tune 
80 that he lcannob hear the message ,from ,afar. And .tJhouglhl nei·ther angels, nor 
,pr.incirpa1ities, ·n{)r !PI01Wers, no·r th.ings ,present, nor th-ings to come, nor height 
nor derpbh, nor any {)ther cre~ture ,can 'separate us ,from ·the ,love IOf 900, we can 
put ourselves so ollot 'of Itune wit·h Him .that we 'cannot receive or t'l'ansmit His 
messages of love to the world: 

"Lord speak to me tliat I may speak 
In tiVoing echoes of thy ,tone; 

.As thou hast sought, so -let me seek 
. Thine errin.g children lost and lone". 

A message must be lIIuthoritat,ive to 'be of value. Even In mu'sic 'there i-s 
an rubsolute pitch. There are fixed .princi'p'les of !harmony, and definite. s'tand~ 
ar-ds of unison. The ,great masber,s· hav'e given us lo·nIy infinite variaJt:ions o,t 
.the seven notes. You 'cannot ,tune an instrument or write a musi,cal composition 
i~ utter d,isrega.rd of these fixed principles. You lcannot !be a aaw unto y,ourselt 
dI! tJhese matters. ilt is equaHy impossi'ble illy hBJPhazard 'guessing ;to 'silence 
the W'C)'rld',s discords and atune its :Ufe to 'heaven1y musie. We must know the 
heavenly standard,s. .Guessers are ,poo,r witnesses. Opinions have no weight 
as eVoidence. We come therefore to th'iS, that. the only message 'Worth, telLing 
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is that which can harmQniously relate the ,facts oil: h,uman nature to ,the 'facll 
Qf the dhnine ·na~ure. It 1s self-evident that otherwise there must 'be discord 
somewhere, and that word must come--lblessed .be God! i-ll has 'come, as a 
revelation. 

The outstanding fact of human nature is Us sinfulness; and DID message 
whi-ch ignores this fact can 100 su.ng to the universal music. On,ly as this fact 
of sin is deaIt woith ,can human nature be ,atuned to t-he universal ih-armQny: 
"God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself." We must h.old ,fast to 
<bhe trutJh, of the Deity oif 'Christ, or -the C110SS becomes 'a mocke·ry and every 
human soul a h8.l'lp Qf ,broken strings, Tjme and Eternity a hopeless ni,ght, 
and the universe an everlasting Ib8IttIe/field. 

We can ourselves exercise this ministry, and receive and procla:im this 
message only as we are rightly related to ,the 'Divine IMast.er. "All things were 
created ,byj Him and: ,for Him:" He must be Lord of all. He must 'be ,fue Lord 
of the physical-me. iWhen ears l,ist-ened, and eyes 1oolted, and the palate longed, 
a ;world was !put out 'Of tune in the beginmDlg. T.he ,body must ,be in subjection·, 
for the temple of GlOd can ·have nQ agreement. with ,idols. 

But He must be ,Lord of the intellectual life. FaitJl1 does 'not dwarf but 
rather' develops one's mental powers. ·To see ,from Christ's stand'point is to ·get 
a perspective view of al,l worlds. Do not 'he ashamed to ,believe what He teUs 
you. It Is wonder-fully satisfying tQ meet ·someone who 'knows. He speaks to 
us when· other vo'ices are silent. He SiPelllks of things w'hich are ihigtber ,than 
our thoughts as the heavens are hjgher than the earllh. We cannQt see the t.op 

. of the lad·der He !has set ,up -llp<ln earth. We cannot measu,re its hei,gtbt ·nQr 
count its many rounds. But we can see that its foot rests upon the mek of 
-toruth down here, and we are sure that the other end rests· against the Throne 
of truth UiP there. Wihat He t.ells me Qf the realm of ,the unseen is dDl harmony 
with all .fuat I know in my profoundest consciousness ,to.1be t~e. "Therefore 
I esteem all Ihis .!precepts concerning ·all things to be righ.t, and I hate every. 
false way." 

!Le1l us resolve ,that He w'ho WQre the crown of thorns ,for us, ,because He 
is worthy and because it is the on-ly way by which we can know the ,truth at 

. ,last, shaIJ. be our intellectual ·PillOt. He can make no mistake. Do not trouble 
IllbOull Genesis. lAlbel, and' Noah, and Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, were all 
historic person's tlO Him. The deluge of water, and the deluge of fire upon 
;S'odom, were to Him ·hoistorJc events. You ,had 'better take Jesus and Genesis 
together; for I do not see how you can take ~ne without 'the other or yield 
one without ,the other. And SlO' of the Old Testament generally, and of all other 
matters. iW'h8ltever is contradictory of .the te8lch1ng of Jesus you can afIlo·rd 
to disregard, at least for t.b.e present. There are fi·eI-ds IOf knowledge enough 
in which to gather' fiowers and fruits, and in which you may 'be sure of His 
:company and instruction. "When you have plucked all tJhe flowers and gathered 
aU tihe fruit .i't will be .time enough for you to part company with Him; but 
by thall Ume you will obear the angels caHing yOU' to explore other :worlds with 
Him. and :with t'hem. tAnd you 'Will 'flnd up there ,that all human cand'les and 
flaming Sluns and stars have fadea away into His clear Hglb.t. Therefor'e make 
Him t'he Lord of 'Your reIi-g;ious life and then all Ii.fe will 'be reI-igious. 'Make His 
·wiH the moral -d'Ynami-c of your Hfe, His p,recepts YIOur chart, Hi-s glory y.our 
oIbject, His likeness your goal. Whatever else we stand ,for, especially in these 
days, let us sfland for this, t'hat Jesus ~r'ist shall sit upon the -throne, that He 
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IOhaU wield the <.Icapt.re, tlil81t He shall ·wear .tlhe crOWD. Only as we give Him 
in all t'hings tJhe :pre'eminence, can we with- ()thers emerge into th8lt holy state, 

''Where from ·the music r()und IIIboot us stealing 
We learn andi Sing t·ha:t. new a.nd hlO~y song, 

And ,find at last 'beneath lHis trees of 'he8lling 
The life for 'W'hi{)h we long." 

WHEN THE PEOPLE SPEAK! 
Through long experience pOliticians 'have le8lrned that the people do not 

-always approve of w,hat is 'done in P8.Il"li8lment. The people elect .their repre· 
sentatives in good faith expecting ,that they will fuJdiI .their pre-election 
'Promises; 'but not infrequently ipoHtical platforms are nothing more than 
step-ladders to ·office. But when the .politici-an comes back home .to face hiB' 
con·sti.tuents he sometimes discovers th81t 'a very ·real ,time of reckoning bas 
arrived. 

The same is- true rel'igiously. Rel1-gious politicians can manipulate con­
ven:tIons, but they canno.t absolutely control individual Ba.ptists. At the 
Washington Conventilon ·the unbaptistic 'Broug.her ~esolution carried nearloy 
two to one. Some .time ·ago we reported a special meeting of the Chicago 
Ass-ocia-tion in wihich the position of some of the men included among the 
supporterS' of ~he Brougher resolution had been repudia-t~d by vhe vote of 
their own church deleg1lltes' to the Association. The Chicago Association Iby' 
a great majo.rity ad()pted a resolution which was practically the same as that 
which was rejected 'by .the Washington Convention. We 'now have ,tlbi-s' news 
from a correspondent in 'Salem, Oregon: 

Sa:1em, Oregon, 
"Dr. T. T. Shields, July 17.th, 1926 .. 

Toronto, Canada. 
'~Dear Dr. Shields: 

. "The ·following r.esoluti'on was adapted by unanimouS' vote by the 
delegates of the Oregon Ba.ptoj·st 1St ate ·Convent·ion a.ssembled at M'cMinn­
vUle, Oreg()n, J,uly 13-1~, 1926: 

"'Resolved, ·tlhat as delega.tea of the lBaptis'v ClLurohes of Oregon, 
assemibled at iMoMinnVlille, OreglOn, in State Convention, July 13-1,6, 19·26, 
we hereby affirm that· the constit.uency of this Convention, withiout ex­
ception, is 'composed of 'Baptisto IChurcnJes in w·hich the immersion of 
believers is recogn'ized and .practised as a ''Pre-requ'isLte to membersh~. 
!Furthermore, we do not see the remqtest 'Pr()8'llect of any of -our churohes 
8)bandoning the o·nly ,form of ·the ordinance of Blllptist which symbolizes 
the outstanding Baptist Fundamentoal, viz., the regeneration of the indi­
vidual through a Cruoified and Risen 'Christ as' a pre-requisite to churc.!l 
membership.' 

"There was a larger number of delegates present at ·this session of 
the COllvent'ion than for several years. Would that all the ,Stave Conven­
tions, within the territory o.f th.e !Northern Ba.ptist Conyention, would 
adlO,pt similar resolutions ·before the meefling of the Nortihern Convention 
in Chica.go next yea.r. 

"Sincerely in 111s :Name, 
"(,Signed) 

We have also received a communicati1)n frOilIl CaH4lornia in wh'i·ch :the 
llollowing Pllira.gra.p'h occms: 

''Tille Blllptis-t Bible Un.ion cause is gaining ·ground out. here on the 
Paci·fic coast. I was -in to 'heM the Brougher and John MarvIn Dean 
debate the otber day and, after the debate, Brougher was voted down by 
his own ch.u.roh, iMs own association, and in the s1la.te convention for the 
state convention pres-ented a resolution stlllting that they would not receive 
or fellowship any Baptist Church ,that had any other kind of membership 
!than the New Tesvament kind that requires ibaJptism." 

It wow·d thus aJp.pear 'Ilhat when the !P890ple 'have a. ,chance W spe81k, even in 
the Northern Baptist Convention, they are stiJI tr·ue <to the historic Blliptist 
pOSition. 
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A VETERAN OF THE CROSS. 
lMany C'anadian readers of The GospeZ Witness witl ,remem:ber 'Rev.' A. H. 

Brace .. We have known Brother Brace for many years. He 'has passed the 
four·score years, but about three 'Sund,ays ago he preaC'hed with power ·fo·r 
,the Pastor ·of the Gravenhurst Church in that place. The effoort seemed rather 
too much for ·him, ·and ,he has been quite indiS'posed' since. On the occasion' 
of our visilt to Gr·avenhur·st last week it was a ve·ry great joy to vis-it Mr. and 
Mrs. Brace again. He is as full of sp'iritual fervor as ev·er. Thotigh his 
physical strength is not what it once was, he is still aM aglow with l'ove for 
the Lord. When we pray, let us remember thell'e veterans of t'he Cros-a. 

Another dear brother whom we knew years ago and have not seen by 
face for some tiIl!e is Rev. S. G. Harris, now living in .retirement in Water­
ford. We ,had hoped on ,the occasion 'of our v'isit to Boston 01;0 find time to 
v.isit Bro·ther Harris, but this proved to be impossible. He is a regular reader 
of Thie Gospez Witness, and we have no d'oubt whatever remembers the WJ()rK 
of thiS' paper and the cause for which it ·stands in prayer. We remember 
him years ago as Pastor of the Boston church, a deeply spiritual man aflame 
with zeal for the Lord, who had a passion for His Word and for t,he things 
of God.. . 

W'hat times of blessing our Baptist As-sociations were very ofte·n not 
mOTe than twenty y.ears agel-when people who beJ.ieved ,the Bible to be the 
Word of God were n()t afraid and not ashamed to say S'O; when those who 
·held ,the principles distinctively held' :by Baptists did not apologize for their 
conviotions. We ,have had much controversy, not because we love it-we 
abhor iJt-but because we have been driven to it; but tiJle deepest longing of 
our soul i·S' for a gre8!t spiritual revival. that will bring Iback to our churches 
something of the spirituaL unction that w·as so manifest In these ·services of 
but a few short years ago. Nollhing but the Wind from heaven will ever 
blow away tt'he fogs of doubt and un·belief t·hat have settled down upon so 
large a part of ,the Christian church. 

FIRST BAPTIST OHtlRCH, PASADENA, CALIF . . 
Dr. John Marvin D.ean was the founder of the NOl'lthern Baptist Thea· 

logic·al Seminary in ChIcago, ,an institution which was founded as' a protest 
againsol the ;teaching of Ohicago University. .Dr. Dean still stands squarel,y 
for the BaptIst ~osition, as is evidenced 'by the follOWing resolution which 
was passed ·at the 'Wednesday evening service of ibis church, July 7th: 

WHEREAS there haS' been much discussion of late amongst the 
BapUSit brotherhood in regard to the place and meaning of ibaptism in 
.t'he local church, this, discussion ·culminating in extended debate in the 
Northern Baptist Convention, we believe the time is opportune for this 
local: Baptist Church, the First -Baptist Church of Pasadena, a member 
of the Pasadena Baptist Association ·and affiliated' with the Southern 
California Baptist Convention, to declare its pos'ition and practice in 
regard to this ordinance of Christ. 
. 1. We believe th·at all men . everywhere who put faith in Jesus Clirist 
as Lord and Savioour are our Christian brethren, w·hatever their de­
nominattional name. 'The salvation of the soul is by faith in Christ alone. 

2. We Ibelieve the Scriptures ,teach that onl~ Christian believers 
should be bapt'ized and that there is no other Scriptural baptism than 
immers'ion in water in the name of the Trinity, as the setting forth of 
faith in th'e ·Christ Wlho died and rose again from the dead, and of 
determiuation .to forsake sin and show forth His resur.rection power in 
newness o·f Hfe. 

3. We believe that baptism is not optional but should be requi·red 
of all who seek church members·hip. 

4. We do n'ot believe that the local Baptist church ,has the right to 
set aside any ordinance or. command of Ohr'ist, the Holy Scripture'l) 
being the fixed constitution. of Baptist churches'. 

5. We therefore, as a church, d.ecI'are anew our loyalty to this 
ordinance of Ch;rist and our opposition to any attempt either within the 

·1 
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Pasadena Baptist Association, the .Soutihern CaUfornia Baptist Conven­
tion, or :the Northern 'Baptist Convention, to permit ba.ptism to 'become 
an optional matter on the part. of any affi.liated churches. We are 
opposed to .the org·anization of churcheS' under the auspices of our 
State Convention, our national SocietIes or ilie Northern Baptist Con­
vention, wh'ich slhall set aside the ordinance of Christ as obligatory 
upon 11.11 members. 

6. We earnestly exhort all c·hurches which have departed from the 
Scri.ptural procedure to renew their allegiance to Chll'ist and His Word. 
We feel that the un'ity, progress and confidence of ·the constituency of . 
the Nor·thern Baptist Convention de.pend upon implicit obedience to the 
command's of Christ. . 

ABOUT THE ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH BUILDING FUND. 
We had :hoped for· a very large respon·se to our appe'al for the AHon 

Baptist Church. So far, only about $3S0.00 haS' been rece1ved. We ,have no 
doubt .that among our readers there are many who are "going to" give some­
thing for Alton, who as yet have not sent in a contribution. They will be 
glad to know .that a revival under the leadership of Mr. McG.inlay and Mr. 
Brown is now in progress in Orangeville. There has been a time of heart­
searching and confession in the Orangeville church, and the servIce.S' were 
·held last -Sunday in the large town hall, when it is said that one of the 
largest gatheringS' ever assembled in Orangeville fat any service was present. 
Every ~noh of spaee was taken some t'ime :befiore tlhe ·hour of service. A good 
number ·have already profes'Sled conversion. 'Ve aslk our readers .to Il'emember 
the Orangeville revival in their prayers. 

. And again we renew our appeal ·for contribution·s· for the Alton Chull'ch. 
We are sure there are 'many who could easily give sums ranging from $5.00 
.to $'5:()·O.·00, and some. :would not be i·m~overished :by giving a ·tJhiousand or more. 
If ·anyone Slhould read this who missed the article on .the Alton Churc'h, pl~ase 
look u,p your number of July '8th, ·page 10, and read it-and send in your 
contr'i'bution to The Gospel Witness at once. 

"THE LEAVEN OF THE SADDUCEES." 
Last week we quoted from Ernest Gordon's book of the above HUe, .and 

we shall have more to say about it in the future. Just now we express 'the 
w.ish .that it could be circulated by the million ·so that eve,ry professing 
Christian in tlbe world might read it. It is proba.bly .the mos·t complete and 
teni:ble unmasking of Moder·nism ever yet pub1ished. Many able analyses of 
the fallacies and sophistries of Modernism .have appeared, but thiS' .book 
ruthlessly tears the mask from the de·a.th'·s· ·head, and shows' the grinning 
villain of the Pit as it ·really is. TiIl·is book so reveals' ·the real eharacter of 
Modernism that it would be no exaggeration to Slay tlihat if .the POPula:tlon of 
tIle ~en.ftentiaries were evacuated, and all the ex-conviots were to organIze 
thems·elves into a union for the purpose of alienating all property from' its 
rightful owners, and .setting up a pool of common convict interests, or of 
establishing an a:bsolutely lawless state more de'stitute ·of all ethicat quality 
.than .the Sltate of S-oviet Russia, such a procedure would. be quite a.s' legiti­
mate as the course of _Modernism and Modell'nists. 

We respeotfully recommend every member of the Senate of McMaster 
University, as well as every member of ·the Faculoty, to procure a copy of 
FJrnest 'GordlOn',s ,bOOK and to read, maI"k; and inwardly digest every cha,pter in 
it. If such ·sotudy does not .then make them a&hamed 'Of the-ir amUations, it 
can only be becauSle they have reached that state W1hich the Word of God 
d·es·cribes as being "paat feeUn-g". 

TWO MORE FINE BIB·LE UNION MEETINGS. 
Friday, July 23rd, a fine meeting was held in the Opera H'Ouse at Graven­

'hur.S!t und·er the auspices of ,the Baptist ,Bi-ble Union of Ontario and Quebec. 
Rev. W.ilUam Bilton was the genial and 'hospitable ·host. T·here was a good 
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attendance, and a 'fair representa.tion from outside po'ints. T,he speakers 
were Revs. 'W. S. Whitcombe, W. E. Atkinson, C. J. Loney, and 1lhe Editor of 
The Witness. The educational situation in the Convention w·as the subject 
of discussion, and we .believe that effective ,tesrti-mony was g'iven showing how 
certainly McMaster University is surrendering to Modernism. 

On Tuesday evening, July 27th, another meeting was held in the Baptist 
Ohurch at Boston, Ontario, of which Rev. A. J. Loveday is the pastor. The 
clhurch was fiUed' ,(0 capacity, and the large· congregation' lisoteolled with mani­
festly intense interest to the arguments presented. There was' a large repre­
sentatron of:l1D-m outsid'e 'POints. IMr. ILoveday·, ,the ,Pastor, presided; Revs. 
W. E. Atkinson, C. J. Loney, and the Editor of this paper were the ·speakers. 
The meeting ·closed With a full house about the midnight hour. It iSl abund­
antly evident that interest in these vital- matters 1-S' at white heat when people 
will give such close attention for so long a time to their discussion. We 
ibeHeve much good will result from the Boston meeting. 

LAST SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 
The serY-ices last Sunday in Jarvis Street were characterized by some 

unusoual fea.tures. A representative of The Gideon·s spoke briefiy in the 
morning, and' a,fter the general offering, a special offering was received which 
would be sufficient to buy Bibles to put ioll every guest-room in a large hotel. 
In the evening there was a gr·ea.t congrega:tion; and the Pastor preached tlhe 
sermon ap.pearing 'in this issue. A number responded to the invi.tation ·both 
morning and evening. A ,large number gathered at the open-air ·service, and 
,the Pastor announced that a missionary from China pa·S'aing th,rough the city, 
who had never been 'buried with Christ by baptism had asked if it would ,be 
possible for him to be baptized SUB-day evening, as he was· under the neces­
sity of leaving the city on the Monday. The congregation was 'invi'ted to 
return to the church and this missionary was ibaptized. Three had been 
baptized at the first evening service in the church. ThuS' the work continues. 

BIBLE CONFERENCE IN CADILLAC, MICHIGAN. 
A Bible Conference waS'iheld in Caditlac from July 23 to July 26 inclusive, 

Rev. R. A. FTook of Kent City presiding ·at each session and Ibe'ing supported 
by local ministerS'. Rev. W. M. Robertson of Liv.erpool spoke each am.ernoon 
and evening. The meetings, which were .held in the o.pera House, attracted 
good congregations, which incr.eased each day. .Mr. Robertson, in clear and 
convincing <faslhion, iIJOinted out ,the real nature of ·the 'Present. QOOl!fl.i·ct be: 
tween Fundamentalism and M·odernism 'and emphasized -the ne·ed for courage­
ous testimony and 'action on the part of all who -love ,the Word of God. He 
was especially emplh'atic in denouncing ,the ·shameful, .surr,end.er .of men who 
claim to be orthodox yet ~re always found o·n .the Modernist side when it 
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comes .to Convention time. One Bap~ist minister of Cadillac-though claim­
ing to 'be an orthodox believer,-did not ··hesita.te to justify ,the posi.tion of 
suoh a notodous Modernist as Dr. Shaiier Math-ews, ,but thus ·wcceeded only 
in clas'sifying himself. It was very evident from the d'emons:tra,tion of ap­
provat that foLlowed the closing address on "Sitting on th:e Fence", that, bhe 
Christian public appreciate the necessJty for such ministry as! was given a..t 
the conference. 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR LESSON L~AF 
Vol. 1. T. T. SHIELDS, D.O., Editor, Toronto, Ontario, Canad-a. No.6. 

Lesson 8 THIRD QUARTER August 22nd, 1926. 
Application for entr.y as second·class matter is pending. 

THE SAMARITAN WOMAN CONVERTE·D. 
Lesson Text: John, chapter 4. 
To be studied in _harmony with the lesson text: Matthew 4: 12-17; 14: 3-5; 

Mark 1: 14, 15; 6: 17-20; Luke 3: 19,20; 4: 14, 15. 
Golden Text.-uW·hosoever drinketh of tne water that I shall give him 

shall never thirst; but the water that I: shall give him shall be in him a well 
of water springing up into everlasting life" (J()Ihn 4: '1'4). 
I. JESUS AND THE SAMARITAN WOMAN. 

1. Jesus finds H is opportunity in the necessary path of life: in going from 
Judea into GatHee, g'eog_ra'p'hically, -'He must needs go through ·Samaria... Some 
obligations of life cannot be escaped; ,we "must n-eeds" do. ce-I'Itwim things and: 
go by certa!ill ·patJhs. We may -not be a'ble to take -a s;pecial, journey to a 
partIcular 'place to ,preaC'h· the 'Gos'pel, Ibut in. ·the way of necessity there can 
ahVlays be ·found o'PpoI'ltuni'ties 1ior s'pi-ritual service. 2. -Christ did not a·llow 
His physical weariness to prevent His witness: 'He wOTked until He was weany 
-and then continued His work. So ought ,we· to' do. IMuc'h- necessary Chrjstian 
work iSi lef.t undone ·from .slheer -physical laziness. 3. Christ found in the 
ordinary social contacts of Ii!e an opportunity for spiritual testimony. We 
m1llst ,put our Ipreachi'n'g and teaohing intO' our every-day affaiI'lS, and lea-rn to 
talk W1ith peoploe in the oomman w.ays of. life. 4. -He engaged the woman in 
conversation wi.th a definit'e object in view. 'In 'this respect, the obje·ct .is more 
.important ·than! the subject. We may s,ometimes be ·permitted ·to wander from 
the subject, but we must never ·fail to 'stlck to Qur obJect. -Ghrist's object was 
to rea-ch the' heart and co.nscie.nce ·011 this -woman with· -the· Word of ,Life: He 
sought 'her salvation. And t,hat ruimo -shooul'd inspiTe every word and every act 
of 1'he tTue Ohristian: directly or indirectly, we sihould always be engaged in 
the 'business of seek:ing the lost. 5. We have here an important lesson in the 
art of -religious conversation, an art almost forgotten. !How shall we begdn? 
HoWl shan we contin;ue? -Ghrist began w.ith ·the mere commoDiplace of asking 
for a d'l'inok. 'So our eve'l'y-day Sipeeoh abounds w,ith ,a'pologies rund ill-ustTations 
\\"hic'h may easHy be turned t(} s'piritua.1 account: drJnking, eatin,s, ",aUtin,g, 
r.id.ing, clotMng, 'housing, ga·rderri'ng, farmin'g, house-ke-eping-aH these· thi.ngs 
may be used to turn the conversation to s'piTitua~ matters, if OIllly 'I);ur ,hearts 
are set upo.n It. 6. True religion is .for the whole man, and confers material 
and temporal, as well as spiritual and eternal, benefits. This- woml/lJl 'said, 
",S-ir, give me th.is! water, tha;t ([ Bllir·st no·t, neither come ·hither to -draw". Sohe 
was tired o'l the daily grund, ·o'f the d·aily 'bu·rden; and w·hile !Dh.rist comes, 
prilnaTily, to' re1'feve us ()If the loa,d of sin, He comes ailso to Ji.ghten every 
burden, or to give us strength to bear H. 7. Though lacking Christ's 
omniscience, if we faithfully use God's Word, we shall find it a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the hearts; and ,it win discover s-in· in ours, 'and in 
others, even as Ohrist d.Lscov-ered it in -toMs ;Sa;mariotan womrun. And that sho-uld 
be our ·chieo! .busin.ess, to g-et men ,an-d women to ·face· the underlydn-g maladlY of 
sin wihich ds ·the real ,cause of aU our trouble. 8. -We must persist in the pursuit 
of our object an-d refuse to be turned aside by the discussion of secondary 
matters. As soon as ·Christ touche-d the sore spo't in hel" life, s'he pr,opo,sed 
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the discussion of the respective merits of ·'.this mountain" and ."JerusaJIem". 
So When the Gos:pel is ,pre·ssed .home, it is common, Ifor peolp'le ,to turn to the 
dtscuss'ion oil c,h'Urches and denominations and other ·extraneous matters. We 
sh()/\lId keep to our ,object, and ma.-ke men face their sin in the sight of God. 
9. The effect C·hrist's conversation had upon the woman was remarkable; 
(1) she "left he·r .W'atel"JllOt'~; when true religionl lays. 'hold of the s'ouI, it takes 
preceden,ce of the bread and butter question; (;2) Ghrist's discovering to 'her 
of her sin inspired ,her testimony (vs. 129). 
II.' THE MASTER',S PASSION FOR SOULS. 

Weary and. hung·ry, He tarTled boy the well Wlhile the d1scilples ~en.t for 
'brea.-d; but willen the·y returned they found Him so ab.sorbed W1i:th other matters 
as to be a,ppa.rentJoy s·atisned. :Something engaged His t'hougoht t'hat was .more. 
than .meat and drin:k. T>he disciploes wondered a-nd asked, "'iHath any man 
brougiht Him- ought to eM"? The answer was in the negative; b'Ut a ·woman 
h'a.-d suppLied Him with His mealo, ·f(J.1" she had sat at His if·eet and heard: Hds 
word. Have we not ,here an explanatIon of the dJifference between ,MaT'tha 
a·nd Marty? 'Martha was s\lJPl"eme'ly concerned with materIal thin,gs, and -thought 
Ohri·st was ,hungry fo,r diniller: ,M:a,ry, ,with a truer .. instinct, 'percelved that He 
would be more· satisfied ·w!ith- gdving than receiving; hence ·she 'heard: His 
word. J·esus saW' in thli:s Samaritan woman a typical s'heaif of w,heat, the first­
fruits of a g·reat 'harvest. T'here .is a lesson iIlere ·also· to the effect that nothing 
fires the pa·ssion 'for souls Uk-e conversions. ;Slpirit'UaI- rea'pers receive Wtag·es 
as 'well as 'gat'heriug fruit 'Uinto Hfe eternal; .soul-:w!inillers receive sa-tis'faction' 
iher-e and glory ·herellifter. 
III. THE WOMAN AS A MISSIONARY . 

. 1. What a contrast this Samaritan presents to the case of Nicodemus,­
instructed an ·the· ,LaW', eminentl,y res·pectable, ,pr·o·bably .riOO, guilty of no open 
sin of ·whic·h ,he n·eeded to be as'hamed 'bef·ore 'his ,feUows, 'he yet came to Jesus 
by night; and so fa·r as we 1m,ow, ,his Ups Wle·re sealed, at least ,for man'Y years, 
respectintg that !inte,rview: until the time of the crucifiXlion ,he WtaS stm a secret 
disci'ple; and' there is' nothoing to shQ,w that this' g·reat ruler, w·ith all his 
advantage.s, ever 1Jrou.g,M a soul to -Ghrist. ,But this woman with a staIned 
'past, saved by Divcine grace, proclaimed 'the Gos,pel to ·a w'hole ciby, even 
thO'll!g'h it: involved ,her own exposure and ·humdlition. "T'he poor have :the 
GospeJ. preached to them", but in ·the ·overwheIm.in·g ma~o·rdty of instances it 
is by the lpoor the IGos'pel' is preaC'hed. 2. Many more of the Samaritans 
believed because they heard the word of Christ directly from His lips. Yet 
these, too·, were the ,f'ruil o'f ,her testimony, for .but ,for 'her· wItness' they Jpro'babl:y 
never would' iIlave heard Hds ,word. 'If every saved, s'oul were to· beoome a 
fiaming ·evangelist like this ,Samar:itan woman, 'how: soon would the Gospel 'be 

'llreached to· the whole ","orld! . 
'IV. JESUS AND THE CAPERNAUM NOBLEMAN. 

1. One miracle prep.ares the way for al!.lother. T'he newlS of -the' miracle 
of Cana must iIlave been spread abroad. 'W!hen God gives 'Us blessing, we 
shouLd teU it, for thus othens wiH be. encouraged to ·seek for similar blessing. 
2. A man with a sick son "went and told Jesus" (vs·s. 46, 47). We ought to 
teB JeslUs abo'Ut all our -troubles: ,pe'rsonal and fa;mHy troubles mw,y a-U be 
brought to Him. 3. Sometimes men are driven by their desperate need to the 
feet of Christ: 'it woas' because the chHd was near unto deal'h- the nobleman 
came to 'IN"ay. 4. C'hrist evidently discerned in him a desire for signs and 
·wonders. Men o,ften, in thei-r s.piritual illlif·ancy, ·ask for outward signs; but 
if we reaJly come to -Ghrist, and realHy pray, a d,efecUve attitude 0:[ mind· is 
sure to be ·cured. 5. I n the presence of Christ the nobleman's· attitude was 
evidently changed, ,for JJ.e merel,y an·Sowered, "'Sir, :come -down ere my child die". 
When we come consciousl'Y into the pres,ence of Ohrist, we .become wUIing to 
let Hiim have :Hiis waJY 'md do His work according 'to· His own method. 6. Jesus 
gave this nobleman only a word-a bare promise, nothing more. And tihat is 
what He gives' vhose whO' se·ek sal'vation: "Toh·e Word ·is nigh- "thee", etc. (Rom. 
1'0: 8"1'0). Tthe man beHeved the word th,at Jesus' had spoken, and asked tor no 
other sign. This is true faIth, which II;ccepts .the Word of God and asks for 
nothing else. 7. By the experience of faith the nobleman learned that the 
wonder he sought was resident in the word which Jesus gave. 


