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tltbt Jarbis ~trttt ~ulpit 
"AND PETER". 

A Sermon by the Pastor. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto. 
('StenO&'raphica1l7 reported) 

"But go 70ur wa7, tell his disciPles and Peter tha,t he goebh before 700 into 
Ga:lilee: 'tlhcre .S'haU ye sec him, as he said unto You."-<Mark 16:7. 

" " HE _.tiO' 0' ..... ..,.....d "W c< "'" snrvl~l 0' ........ t. or 

T 
natJural selectiJOn, in what Herbert Spencer C8lHed "the social organ-
ism" would effect the suibordinat1on of the interesbs of the indivIdual, 
to the interests 'Of society In general. Thus in tha1l scheme of things, 

~ the 'ind'1v.iduail: 'Would be of only minor im-portanae. But not'witihWW standing ihis championship IOf the princi,ple of evol·ution, Spencer 
--- con-tended thalt "the cor.porate Ufe in society must !be subservient to 

,the lives of the parts, instead: of the Uves of the parts .being wb
servient to the corporate lUe." iBut this, it was .held by others, was -tantamOQn~ 
to an interruption of ·the evolutionary Jaw, and involved an adm.,i6Sion, tlha.t the 
individual had S'lleeeeded in arresting the characteristic effects of natural 
selection in s·ociety. . 
, And I am BlOt Borry that men of science, quite 8lP&rt from its ·religious 

bea:ring, have found some difficultly among· themselves, in accepting the prin
cidlle of natural selection, or the survival of 'the fittest, as a ,],aw of universa!l. 
application. My own d'iffl:culty in the premises is 8. very practIcal one: I should 
rather lioke to sunive, and I am una'ble -to find: any very ·conv'1ncing evidence 
that I am among the fittes1l. . 

'Dhe conception of the universe as automaticaUy oful1HLing .its funetilOns, 
repairing its wastes, and affecting its end'less transmutations w1:thou,t any 
special in1lervention on ·the part of the Creator, would; not ,be d,ifficu:lt to enter
tain, or lilt ;least wou·ld not 'be an unwelcome conception, iif the hliman element 
could 'be eXicepted. But YJOU and I iknow that we are more than mere automa
tons. Each human soul is a world in itself; and: where y'ou find moral and 
volitional powers, you must make room in you~ phi,losophy for a perSonal God, 
acting independently and sovereignly. And when you admit Ilhat, no miracle 
is impossible or even improbable. 

The d'Octxine of the survival of the IfI,ttest is very fiattering to those who 
are fully·convinced of their fitnes·s to survive. But, as ibetween the ecienttfl.c 
dogma of natural selection, and: ·the theological doctrine !Of sUJ)ernaturaJ electwn, 
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the latter is 'by far ·the more comforting to those who .feel themselves to 'be 'bu't 
!poor sinners. 

Look at Peter. Three times he has declared that he was not a d·isci:ple .. He 
has forfeited all right to answer 'a ·call addressed t.o· uhe discip'les of Jesus .. But 
in the resurrection he i·s speciaUy ment,ioned and called by distinguishing grace. 
And my pur:pose th'is morning ,is to remind you ·of. some of .the 'chluacteristiocs o·t 
distinguishing ·grace: [t ,is mIghty to restore, it makes it easy 00 return, and 
com:pletely redeems. 

[. TJm, GRAOE OF .aOD Ii'> CHRIST IS !MIGHTY TO RESTORE. 
It is well to 'keep always in mind that. Jesus ·was the Word of 'God Incarnate. 

It was His special mias'Lon to re·veal Ood .to those who could not ·of themselves 
.discover Him: iUs voice speaks wiuh authority as testifying w'hat He cer
tainly knows concerning God.; To say that He spoke 'auth'oritatively on matters 
of religion, :but was subject to· error in matter.s .pertaining to other spheres of 
knowledge, is not only t.o 'place unwa·rranted UmitaMons to the bounds of reli
gion, but log·ically involves a .dental of that in,faUilbHlty wh.ieh is inseparable 
from His divine S·onship. One thin'g is certain, that we Sihall never learn more of 
God than Jesus :is able .to tea·oh us. And d·f there is one thing He clearly tauoght. 
cllnlcerning God, it is that we are not to thin·k of Him as 'having shut Himself 

- within the laws whoich govern the operaUon of a perpetual meoooanism Wihd·()h 
we call the universe. Orderly, and beautiful, 'and mighty, as are the d:ivine 
movements 'in the material univel"Se, :God di.d not exhaust Himself in the 
making of the worlds. And Jesus conceived of God as .carefully watchin:g over 
His great maClhine, a;ble to SVOiP .it, or vary its movements at. will; and even 'in 
its regular operation, personally super'intending 'aM, and supplying the operat
ing energy. And we need to remind lOurselves o·f th.is aB!(Iect of Christ's revela
tion of God. It is vain to IPray to a steam-engine, or to an electric dynamo. We 
can never ibe Ih·appy if we lose faith in .one Wihose Hand is on the vhrottle, or 
on the sw.itch to va-ry its movements .to save a foolish. ·Clhdld from being ground 
to piece·s 'beneath 'its pitiless wheels. When we t.ake Christ's view of God in 
relation to -the world of .things and of men, we shall !be alble to comfort our-
selves wil.!h His ,beautiful ·words: . 

"Therefore I ·say unt.o you, Take no .thought for your Ufe, what ye 
shall eat, or wihat ye S1hall drink; nor yet for your 'body, what ye shall 
put. on. Is not the -Ufe more ·than meat, and the 'body than raimen.t? 

Behold ·the fowls of ilie air: ,for t!hey sow not, neither do tibey reap. 
nor 'gather into 'barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye 
IIIOt -muoh -better lfuan they? 

Which of you illy ·taking 'thought ean ad'd one 'cu!bit unto' bis sl!ature? 
And why take ye thoug'ht for raiment? 'Consider the lilies of the. field, 
how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto 
you, T:hat even :Solomon in alI his .glory ,vas not arrayed like one IOf these. 

iWlherefore, i.f God so clothe t,he grass of the field, whLch -to-day is, 
and ·to-morrow is cast 'into the oven, shall Ihe not much more clothe you, 
o ye ,of little faIth?" 

He d·oes not ibid us wor.shi.p or truat inexorabl~ Law,-"your heavenly Father 
fe~deth. them", '~d clovhes the g·rass of .'the field". 

'But t.he ·grace of God not on-ly flows ,from a per·son-al 'Source, ,but is jUstin
guishing in its operations. '~Tell Ms disciples, and Pete",,". 'Dhe Go,o-d ,shepherd 
".cal\etJh ·h:is ·own sheep Iby Il!ame, and leadeth ·Ifu'em out". In a l·ar.ge city one 
may feel ib:imse1f to :be mel'ged: an the mass, as only a -drop in humanity's inifinite 
sea, but wit:h God we ·count .for one. Even 'in a ch-urcrb·, w·hen tt is very large, 
we 'may feel ourse1ves to ,be lost 'in the 'ol'ganized !body of "-disci.ples"; 'but. to the 
Head IOf the Church each member of the ibody ha·s its own peculiar fun-ction, 
and ·Peter is dis1linguished from the crowd. 

And our religious life wilL !be healthy only ·as we thiruk of Christ as d,istin
'guishing us ea:crb: 'from aU .the others. 'What'Elver may ,be the demand for ind-irect 
generaldzation in the ,pulpit, you wHI always have to deal very directly and 
personally with IChr'ist. uTeH hits disc~ples, and iPeter", -is the rule He observes. 
To ibelieve ·that God Himself can call a man :by name, '';Saul, 'Saul, why pers&.: 
cutest thou me", may betray an alleged unscientific a.ttit'll·de of mind, 'but of 
this I am sure, there 1s no vita.l rel1gton where that. distJin·gulshin·g voice has 

1 
I 
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not been heard and o.beyed. 'Life will ihave a new significance when we have 
fully learned, -that notwi·ths·bandin'g the orderliness of t:b.e diVoine movements. 
God does individualize His human childTen and call each of them by name,
"and ·Peter". 

And the nexv thin·g to observe is tha.t grace distinguishes not the fittest but 
the faintest. It lays hold upon th.ooe wih·o cannot :be includ'ed in a general class, 
who are outside any general estimalli'on 'beclliu'se they are all different: "We'ihave 
turned every one to ·Ms own way",---,"and !Peter". When Jesus stood up in the' 
synagogue of Nazaret.h, ,and! He Iknew -they lWere IlILl aSlkling in their hearts why 
He had come, and what He 'had 'Come to do, '~wihen he had opened the book, he 
found the ,place where 'it was· wri,tten, the !Spi~t of the 'Lord is upon me 
,because He hallh anointed me 00' ·preaeh the gospel to the ;poor; 'he hath sent 
me to heal 1lb.e :broken.!hearted, to ·preach deliverance to t.h.e 'oa.ptives, and 
recovering of si'ght to ·the Iblind, to set at Uberty .them th~t are 'bruised, to 
iII·reach the acceptable year of tJhe !Lord". It is the provin-ce of grllice to be 
"The repairer (If 'the 'breach, t!lui restorer of paths to. dwell in". The pOIor, the 
'broken-dlearted, the ca.pt'ives, ,the iblind and the !bruis'ed, thes'e are they whom 
grace makes to surnve. 

Moreover, grace dtistinguiBhes between what we say and what we feel. 
Among 1Ihe tilings ·for whichi we oUglhj; to 'be thank.ful let us write the .f·llIct -that 
God 'so often refuses to believe what we say or ,to tllIke us at lour word. Peter 
had sllIid he WIIiS not a discilple, 'but his iLord 'knew better; and ·be,cause he 
would not answer a :general caLl, He sent Mm a ;particu,Iar ca:ll. Tihat principle 
may weH oom-fort us. On more than one occasion it was ·shown that Jesus 
kl1ew PeVer ·far 'better than he ·knew himself. And He knows u·s. If all that we 
have said since we so 'boldly declared our readiness to follow Christ even ,to 
death, were held against us, it would 'be enough to ,bolt. -the d(lor 0If heav€n 
,before us. But God does not 'believe the 1)ltter thingSI will·ich, in our des-pondent 
and despairing moods, we have said ag·aiust Him and 8!gainst ourselves,. There· 
·for Ite send·s His an-gels 00 say, ''!TeLl my dis-ciplpes I am awaiting them, and 
,tell Peter that I want. to see him too. He will know why I bave speoially men· 
tloned 'hIs name." . 

Thus you see grace specially reaches out after the undeserving ana the 
untoward: Hand Peter". -If Y()IU proudly glory in the sU'l'lviVoal of the fittesv, and 
,fee~ yourseLf speoially fit, you WHI ,feel no need: .of grace, and wiU not 'complain 
that grace issues no SlPecial call t.o yoo. !But 'i.f you are o.ften overWlbelmed with 
a sense IOf ,personal uu.wor.t,hiness, and feel th·at mighty if·orces are arrayed! 
against you, you will weLcome the message of ,grlllce whi·ch is 1Ihat Christ 'has 
come ,to Ibe the Restorer of those who have :faHed, who have, so to speak, excom· 
municated themselves. Then you lWi,LI :know the sweetness of that .psalm 'Wlhioh 
extols Him Who "restoretJh my souoI". . 

'I1I. But eonsi-dering ,the w8!ges· of grace w:hioch -is mighty .to resllore, we 
behold THE GRACE WHICH MAKES IT EASY TO iRETURN. 

Christ's 'Way with Peter is ,~uU of instruction. !Behold His welccnne, in what 
He IUd. not say. When no one, or on1y one at most. was -t·here to understand, 
"the Lord: turned,' and looked (In Peter": 

"The !Saviour looked on Peter. Aye, n-o word, 
No ·gesture of 'reproach! the Heavens serene, 
Thou.gh heavy wHIt armed justice, did: not lean 
Their thunders that way. The forsaken Lord 
Looked only, on the traiwr. None ,record 
What -that. ,Look was; none ·guess: .for those who have seen 
Wronged lovers lOving through a deatihfilang Ikeen, . 
Or pale-ch.eeked martyrs smiling to a ·sword, 
Have missed' JehoV'wh, at .tlh.e jud'gmen1l,ca,},1. 
And .Peter, .,from the height of 'blas/phemy-
"I never knew thIs man"-did quail an·d: faH, 
As 'knowing straight THAT 'GoD,- and turned free, 
And went out speechless from the ,face of aU, 
And fined the silence, weepi~ Ibit.terly". 

:And now that He ,send,s .for him He only mentions his name. No word of 
reproach, nor rebuke, nor even admonition. How mighty is grace 00 restore! 
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Only a look and the mep..tion -of his name! Wlhen we ·would !bring the ~anderer 
back ib.ow clumsily ·we set about it. But wdth what consummate slul!I- Christ 
ever deals with !human hearts! fPerhfLps all ·thBit needed t~ ibe said !had been 
said in tha.t look? Is Mrs. Browning righll In iher conjecture?-

"I thin'k tha,t look of Christ mi~ht seem to say, 
Thou Peter! art thou then a comIDIOn stone 
Which ;I at ·last must break my iheart :upon, 
For all: God's charge to His hd.gh angels may 
Guard my foot bettoer? Did I yesterday 
Wash thy feet, fMy 'beloved, that they should run 
QuiJck to deny ma 'neath the morning sun, 
And do thy kiisses, Uke the rest, !betray? 
The cock crows wldIy.-Go and' manifest 
A iBite contrition, 'lmt. no· 'bootless ifear! 
For w'hen lllly deatiMy need is obdurest, 
Thou shalt not .be denied, as I am ib.ere--
My voice, to God and angels, shall attest,
Because I KNOW this man, let him be clear." 

.At all events, Peter needed only ·to Ibe named. Oh·rdst's sheep hea.r His 
voice. ott is not so much w-ha.t is said as Wiho says :it ·that counts in spiritlual 
affairs. To ibe oa.lled 'by our OIWn na,mes in strange and uneXipected :places may 
be to :receive a'message speaking volumes. The elaJborate sermon may not be the 
most effective instrument 4n restprin'g tihe wanderer. 'Some siIIIIPle W()rd from 
God m·mseU which reveals ·the divine knowledge of some secrell betraYall, and 
at ·the same time the divine lon·ging ·for rest.oration of fellowship is all ·that is 
requdred. '~And Peter" may be a ;mj.ghty 8IPpeal. . 

Dta this special appeal leaa Peter to hope for a private interview with "'is 
Lora, Did Peter understand' it a.si an invitoaUon to ·be alert and watohoful ifor a 
special appearance? I ,beHeve thfLt lies behind His speciBiI message often. :Qo 
you not tJhin1r:; Peter desired! it? Heardng that He has risen, do you not think 
!he wouId say, "Oh, that I could see Him alone! tha.t 1 might mwke my con,fessIon 
only into His ears!' Thall I mIght weep again for my sins until He Himself 
should dry my tears!" Do you not feel that need? Can you -live all :YOllr U.e 
in public? "!Pray·to tihy Father who seeth in secret." 

Peter had, a secret auaience with his Lord!. No one was there .to wttness 
what occu·rred. No word of !What 'Passed is recorded. We only 'know that dll 
occurred and' that. everybody ,knew they 'had met:· "The Lord is risen indeed 

. and ib.ath' ap.peared unto SImon" .. Go, you 'backslider, an·1i meet YOllr Lord in 
secret. I enter a .plea for that priva.te meeting. You will never learn ·to pray 
dn'·the iPrayer-meeting. The most you can hope wHI be 00 exercise there the 
art you have 'learned elsewhere. We must ta:ke tame and mlilke occasions to ibe 
holy.' We must answer the s!pecifLI call of the Lord by a :private and personal 
meeting. Simon ·was all the !ha.ppier at the .prayer meeting, that he had met Ibis 
Lord somewhere in private before . 

. : This . secret mieettng was arrangea by Ghrist Himself. It must. have been 
so. iHIow consi-derate, !how gra.c1ous of Him so to do! And He is always .w1H~ng 
.to meet us so. And you will make more progress with Him Mone than K 
John !Were there to try to help you. DIrect dealing with God is the need of 
the hour. HIlIPPY the SO'IlI who is directed' ,by the Holy Ghost -to "the secreb 
place of the iMost Higih"!. 

·ml. How COMPLETELY GRACE REDEEMS AT LAST. 
:Ii'iret, (11. th:.e conjlession it oraers. 'HoWl .fully 'Peter corrected ,his denial by 

his thrIce repeated 'confession. Our 1C0nfession oU!ght to fbe as publiic as our 
denial. Here is where 'many oJose blessing. Tib.e private reconciliat'ion should 
:be followed !by pu.blic confeS'SlilGn. Whall ·blessin·g it brought to all Blround! 
What 'blessing would come to thois church i-f we could follow in Peter's stEl!PS! 

. And 'does not Peter's story show what Goa can ao with a' backsztaer how 
He can :restore him and redeem hUn ifrom !h·is special weakness and 'bes~tting 
sins, and maJke him a mi-ghty 'Power for IglOod_ I ~know the say.ing of that is III 

',: ;commonpla.ce, 'lbu:t only' let us·'·translate the· commonplace tnto actual" eil:pen. 
.,. -'ence .. ana tMwB ·will· be .notMng_.c01limon about it • . W'hen you thin'k you IhfLve 

.0 ·futUT9 as a Christian 'Worker because of you'r frequent faHure to testify' 

,-
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the grace of God, .Jet it insp,ire you to new effor.t to rememiber 1ihat the cham
pion of iPe)ltecost was 'the same wmo was afraid of a.' servant girl. 

Or if your disappointment has been :rather on accoun.t IOIf 'lack ot develop
ment of Christian character rather than of ministry, reflecb on the trOln8f0r
mation of character in 'Peter's case. Hold in your mind Ihds ibold: confession 
and his su,bsequent coward1ly denial, and: his IIllitimate restoration, and in :the 
.JIght of tlhese events, read: Ihis epistles again, and see !how grace !has ,triumphed~ 

And then Temember that this can "and Peter" was sent forth by the risen 
Christ. He is still the same. 'Still He lcalls an·d! waitBi t.o.meet With, us, and sO 
,to albound: .toward filS in gra;ce as to en8lble· us to serve Him and groW to be 
like Him, and in Hfe and in death to glori,fy Him. Having the resources ot 
divine grace in view, we may say, 

"I hold it true with him who sings 
'l1o one clear hal"!P in divers tones, 
'I1ha.t men maY' rise on stepping stonee 

Of their dead: selves ,to higher th.illgB." 

SUNRISE AT MIDNIGHT. 
A Sermon by the late Dr. W. B. Hinson. 

"What I do ,thou knawest mt DOW, but thou shalt understa:ad hereafter."-John 13: 7 . 

.Jesus was nearing the end. His mind was tull of His aPIProacb.ing death. 
He wa.s !W8.&hing His disciples' feeb, and :when He came to Peter and stood 
before him with the basin of water and the ,towel that He had twisted: 81bou.t 
Himself, Peter puUed in his feet and said, "Lord, doest ':rnlou wash my teeU", 
and Jesus said, "What I do thou knowest not now, lbut 1aLou shllilb understand 
hereafter. " 

Tihere are two things In th8;t text that I shall talk Slbout in your :hearing. 
The flrst .i6 ·the 8;sser:ted dgnorance of the !present, "What I do thou knowest 
not, now;" and .llie second is tb.e assured revelation of ,the future, '''1'hou shalt 
understand hereafter." 

Tlhe ig1lJorance of the present! How mystery surrounds this We we are 
I1ving. 'Dhe :whole horizon is !banked wi-th fog; and on it t!here are question 
mar.ks as innumel'8lble as ·flakes of snow in a sVorm. .And each one of us a.p!pe&1'II 
to Ibe .Hke a se;pa.rate island surrounde·d Iby a sea of mystery. And'=if we err 
out, we get nothing IblllCk but the echo of the cry." ;And :If we pus'll our little 
boat lOut on thIs sea, we sail feal'lfuUy and uncertainIy and wonderiDlgly. For 
as I 'have intimated, we seem to Ibe living ·in· ,a silent land. We aSlk the meaning 
of this and of that, and we listen and there comes no reply. And! fiheTe are some 

. among us 'W!ho iIlave !been' asking the same question over and over with every. 
sunrise and every noontide and every twilight for twenty years. And :whell' 
'We asked tJhat question this morning, there· was no more indication of an 
answer coming to us than ·when we asked the question first. ObI there comes 
'0 me some lines I 'W1'Ote down manY' a ye8ll'" ago-:-

W8ildng one morning in a :pleasant land, 
!By a river flow.lng over a .golden aM, 

'Wh·ence come lYe wa.tem; o'er your golden sand r 
"We come flowing from. a siloent land.' 

'.And w·hlther .go ye wateT!S· o'er ymm" golden ISII.IIld l' 
'We g'{i) flowin'g to a aiIoent land.' 

'And: 'What i.s that fa.il' world?'· 'A;grain ~ golidJell eil.nd .. 
In the gorea.t d'al"lkneSlS of thesident !land.' 

'.l1b.e ~nd of the great silence is the ·land in which we live and move a.D.c! work. 
And in this oland no one of us understands the life ~a1:i ea.oh one of U6 is UVlng.· 
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"Life II know not wlhwt tIhou &r.t, 
But know ,that ,thou and I .must part; 

AmI, where, or w,he'n, or 'how we met, 
r own to ·me'·s a oae·cret yet." 

July 15, 1926 

Thf.s is what we say when 'We are thougb,tful of tbat loire ·we are Hving, and 
with which one would imagine we ought ,to be well acqu'ainted. But we are 
not acquainted wiflh it, ·for the larger the diameter of the Ught of 'knowledge 
that we possess, the wider is the encompassing cil'cmmferenge of the darkness 
tb.at conceals things from ·us. And if life is a ,pi.ligrimage, then we are treading 
a windIn.g road. And ·what is al"lound the next corner no man knoweth. And 
we approach those corners very diffidently, and we hold our breath as we turn 
around 1Jb.em, because we do not know whether there will 'be a lan·dscape of 
unspealk1llble glory, or a fire .belCihdn.g volcano; whether when we get around 
that 'corner we -shall see the little cri'b, or whether we shall see the narrow 
coffin. An·d if Ufe is a V1oyage, then .we saH under sealed orders, and no one 
knows the course we have to take; but just hour /by 'hour we open those sealed 
orders an·d find out 'What we must do at t'he 'present moment and under the 
existing cireumstances. 

And you know. there are people willo have ·pondered the my·stery of ·thIs 
life until- they have gone to drink and narcotics and sui·cide; and' stronger, 
wis-er men have studied th·is mystery 'Until they have evolved· pihiIosophies of 
fatalism suggesting that we are like driftwood on the wave, and that we have 
no c·hoice; philos.ophies of. agnosticism, that we can know nobhing at aU; 
philosOiphies of atheIsm that there is nothing in the w;O'l"ld that .i·s real or that 
can 'be ·known. And did you ever \ponder the significant .fact ·that t'he largest 
of aU the ,false 'religions of the 'World iIl'as ibeen so impressed with the mystery 
that en virons human life, that dts h'i;ghest tlltmost Ion'ging is for Nirvana, to 
go out of existence and know nothing at all, be lost as is' a d'ewdToP sliding 
into the sea. "What I do thou knowest not no'w." 

In my earlier ministry I pe·r.petrated many a ,blunder ibecause I thought I . 
knew some things· t'hat I never ·have .known; and I used to 'be versatile in' 
ex,pla'indng things ·to people, for you see I iIlad never read and understood llhe 
'book of Job. When his friend 'Went to see him in his overWlhelming tr01lJble 
they sat there silent day after day ·Uke wise men. But 'When ,flhey opened their 
mouths and 'beg~ to eX'Plain thjngs, then t'hey /became fooIs.. Oh but I have' 
said 1lo many ot you peopJe, "I do not know, and ,I cannot :telL" Wih.y the Ufe 
was cut off dn lbhe bubbling' waters the other day, I do not kn·ow. Why depriva
tions starve the mind and the heart and the soul, ,I cannot tell. And in the 
presence of a htUIid·red questions I am silent and for them have no .reply. 
''Wihat I do thou 'knowesll not now." 

'"But thou shalt understand: ·hereafter.". iA:h., does not that sound good:~ 
The comin.g yeal'lS 'Will bring revelation that explains very much. I rememiber 
Saul-like .:r kicked against the ipric'ks w.hen I was trying to acquire an education 
arid 'Was in such grinding 'Plo,verty thab I was cold and: hUIlIgry three-.fourths of 
the time. And I wanted to kno'W' why other men had got money and 'WIb.!y i
looked it, why they were warmly ·clad and I shivered, willy ,they were 'Well fed 
and I was hungry. But I un·derstand that now. ,We cannoll gO t.o s·chooI to-day 
un·less 'We have a guarantee of money and a tr.un·k ,fun of clotlhes. No! I 
sometimes wish we had to do the tihing as some of ·us did dt 'in the bygone days. 
We mig!b.t not /be qutte so BlPorty, but we 'Wou-Id 'be a ·hund'l"ed· times more 
sensible! ·We might. not have little badges and medals that t'Old' of our :prowess 
on tbe campus, 'but we 'Would not :be quite so empty headed,! The coming years 
reveal the meaning of a great deal. 

I 'Planted sOme 'Pan·sy seed -last Friday, and I talked to those' seeds-as I 
always do. IAn·d I sa1d, "Thois looks lbad, does it not; tlhrowing you down in 
the earth, and tihen covering you Olver as i.f I had no mre for ~ at all. And 
pretty soon :Seed the pe-lting rail will oome u})JOn you. and you wiH think it is 
Noaib.'s flood. And t'hen ilie cOld nights will come and you will think you are 
havin'g a -lot of trou,ble. IBut do not worry and do noll ·Lose heart, for next March 
yoU' 'WIiU 'come u:p 'in the sunUght, and next April you ·wiJl' bud .and. bl'QSSOJl\o. 
and' thEln' peop;le will look at your varied beautlfu-l ooLor and pmlse God, and .. 
they 'Will inhale your perfume and feel tihankrul, and y~r l.ft.tIe lace-like 

'1 
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blossoms will remind them of their children <who went to heaven in the by-gone 
days. You will ·know ·hereafter." 

And tJhen Fnd,a.y afternoon ,I ,buried another 'ldnd lo,f seed-for I 'buried a 
ibody. And I 'Put the Ibody down under the ground and I s·aid" "Do not be 
frighte·ned. It looks etrange-it does not look right-I grant -it. But there is 
a day coming Wlhen a great noiE.oe will go rumbling over all the earth, and every 
sleEllPing Christian will hear that noise and ·recognize ],11, and come out in 
incorruptrbility, in immortality, in poweT', in g.lory. Thou shalt know here
after." 

Bu,t thls ds taie only way we ,can 'knO'W very many things, even by the . 
passing ().f time and .the IPro'gre£is of ,the years. I dlo not Know w.hat put a 
sllrange fancy in my head yesterday, Ibut 'I 'Caught myself thiniking about my 
motiber's 'Wedding ring. It is down under four !feet o·f earth in an 'English 
graveyard. I think it occupies a very honoura:ble position. For it. is still on 
the finger of my mother. It is down there .the ,pledge 'Of a vow kept, in spite 
.o.f ci.rcumstan-ces strenuous and difficult. !But how did tJhat gold get there? 
Well there 'Was ,the shock of the ,blast, and out it went into .the sunlig.h.t. And 
then it was p.ulverized dn the mill and separated from tille qWJ;rtz, and IIhen 
'burnelj. in ·the fire, and ·'hammered into shape; and thus it came into its 
honoura:ble position on my motheT"s finger:; but it did n'Ot know of tthis g,lory 
at the'Vime. "T·hou shalt know 'llerealter." 

"We'H know why clouds· instead of sun 
Hung over many a cheristhed 'Plan; . 

Wthy ;song :has ceased ere oSc·a,r·ce begun, 
Not Iiow, Ibut then we'aa un·del1stand," 

Sometimes after I have cl,imbed a MIl an-d ,Looked back on the road' travelled 
I have seen tih'e reason for alI the tUrning and' twisting of ·that road. It turned 
this way to avoid a pitfall, and then it IInrned a little farther on to reveal a 
beautiful landscape. I did not know why the thing was so· crooked as I pro- . 

. gressed upon it; but when I reached the ·hilltop and ,looked back; I could see 
the meaning of all that dev·ious· traveUin.g 1 had, to do. 1 giless· Abel now knows· 
why Cain was permitted to slay him! And t,hen I t'hought of Joseph who had 
the' flasohy coat that excited the envy and hostlUty o·f his brethren so t.hat they 
wanted ·to kin him.' But one ,brother persuaded them to ,pull him in a pit· 
where he might die of starvation, 'but. from then-ce, he 'Was sold into slavery 
and through Pottphar's house ·passed into jail. And that must have looked 
very strange .to Joseph because 'be wal!! a good man. Bull we ,know the pit, the 
slavery, PoU,phar'·s house, and .the jaH, 'Were all necessary .to his becoming the 
·third ruler o·r the Ikingdom and sitting on a golden throne. And when Joseph 
got upon the throne ·he Wiould understand the .mean,ing of· that whioh had been 
60 mYISterioUB before. . 

Are you ·getmng any comfort out of this, my people? I am. For I have· 
'been God's oak, I have nat been His orchId, and I have felt the swish of the 
ib.a'il, ·been drenched 'With the .. ra,in, stung Iby the frost, ·burned ,by the heat, and 
some~imes ![ have said, "God do you iknO'W what you are·lIIbout?" But I have 
come' to see that yO'll cannot have an oak without exposure in .the open. For 
you never saw an oak tree grown ,under glass. And who 'Would' not !prefer Ito 
be an oak to 'being 'an orchid? I reoaill how in my ol~ churoh 1 was asked 
to go and ·see a lSi'ck woman. And when I entered the room on· that Sunday 
afternoon, S'he suddenly had a s,pasm of pain. And never but once in my Ufe 
have I seen a human .countenan.ce so contorted with a,gony. And I stood there 
s,ilent. like a fOlOl, for I could no~ thinik of a word to say. And. ,that woman, was 
t'Wisting in the conv.~lsions of pain. But. 'When after a whUe it subsidedi a little 
apd I.found my tongue, I said, '~y sistoer, I. do not 'know why yOU suffer so; 
and· you do not know; and nobo!ly knows. lBut God knows; 'and some day 
God will exp,lain it to' you, and t,hen you also will ·know and. 'be quite 'Content." 
And I walked .out. And, when I 'Came .to myself.on the street, I said', "You are 
a pretty preacher, ate YiOU not? You 'Went there to see a woman w.ho is ·going 
00 die_ You read her no ,S'crilliture, .prayed no prayer, and- 'here you are going' 
ilJJOiilEi: The ibest thing you .can do is to go farming ·and .quit preaoMng." BUll:· 
three 'days after w·hen that . same mem.ber .came to me and said',. '~ould' you·' 
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bury ·the woman you vis'Lted last !Sun'day?" .1 answered, "Yes." 'And she said,. 
"I want to tell you something before YlOU go do.wn t.o ·the undertakiing room. 
Afber you ~eft, that woman looked IIlP and said, 'Than·k God ,for ,that. man, for 
he told me I did not know, and I iIlave <been tryiDig to find out the reason; and 
he ,told me God !knows, and Go,d wiU some day ,teU me ':wIh,y I had that cancer 
and why 'l am dying in this awful ;pain.' And she S8;id, 'I can trust God now, 
and I can die in peace, ,for I am go'ing to "heaven'." "What I do thou knowest 
not now, but thou s:halll' know hereafter." 

Oh i do not Iknow, and I never wm say I do when I do n,ot. And I do not, 
un,der-stand, and I cannot see why God .has let some thoiDJg!S happen ,to me, and 
I do not know that tibere was any reason why they should happen. They did 
not happen to me because 1 was worse than other people, for I was Dlo,ll; an'd 
I wouId so say 'lof I saw the judgment throne in front of me. An,d I did not 
ibring :them down upon myself, !but they 'came, and I do not kn'ow why. I kin ow 
the mean-ing of a 'g1OOd many things that. have happened to me, but I do not 
know :bhe meaning of all the thiugs tibat have hwppened . .An,d I have got where 
I do not !Want to !know. For i,f I ,had known 'in Jauuary what would come iuto· 
my ili.fe d'll1'iug thds' year I should have died o.f shock. But I did not 'know .. 
I am glad: [ did not, and I do not know what wioH come .into my Ufe next week, 
and U God said, "There is ,the scroll of your- life, do you want to read it?", I 
wOUild say, "God, I .would rather go blind than 'read U. I do noll want to see 
it." But I am ,g:lad Jesus Christ knows. I should Ibe a very sad man Ws 
morning if I ,thought Gh,rist was as ignorant. !Of my iIluture as am I. For He 
knaws where in the dal"lkness I shall go up against the !big 'boulder, and just 
before I get up to it He will say, '~Bet1ler turn to the Tight," and so I shall 
miss U. And He knows where' the venomous snake 1s dn my lPath!Way, and just 
before I put. my foot upon it and might receive the ;poisono.us fang, He will 
say, "Stop a minute," and tihe snake wUl get out! of my way! Nothing is going 
to sUI'prise Him. He ,knows, and He ds go'ing ,to tell me some day. 

But I am not so ,glad of that as I used to be. For I used to get a ,tremendous 
lot of comfort out of God say.ing, You sit on that chair and I win tell you Wh'Y 
you were disappointed, ionely, and so misera.ble. Yes, I used to get so mueh 
comfort out of ,that. 'But now I do nOt want to sit down on 'any ehair and ha.ve 
God explain Himself to me, for I am wmin'g :for 'Hdm to do as He Ukes with 
me, and give no explanation at aI,1. .And tiberefore I am the more sure He will 
give' me t'he explanation. Db 1 am not going up :to God to say, "Now you 
eX!P'lain yourself," but I am going up to God to say, "Any revruation you have 
to make ,to me :will Ibe very acceptBJble, because it ds a revelation t,rom God to 
man, and fr-om my Father to me; !but. you need IlJOt say a sing·le word unlesa 
you !Want to." I iIlave got there now. I like !however to thin'k that those who 
have gone ahead. of me 'know su,ell a -lot they d,id not Iknow before; though 'I 
do lIlot ,thin'k God takes them one !by on'e and explaiDIS things .to them, hut I 
think they walk into a. larger Ug.ht and in that -larger Ught they see the, 
meaning of their- tears, and the reason for their pain. "Thou shalt know 
hereafter." 

"Not now but ,in ,the 'coming years', 
'It may be in, the better land', 

We''ll l"ead ,the meaning of our tears 
SometIme, up there, we'H' understand." 

, Shall I now tell you what I know? I know the ,att1"ibutes of God. I know 
God is in-finite in power, and I know if God liked He could m'ake as many 
mountains like Mount· Hood before I finish thie sentence as there are stars in 
the sky; and I know if God Slaw fit ,he could dry up the Atlautic and Pacific 
Oceans befqre I dTaw another breath .. He iIlas .infinite power. And I know He 
'haa. infinite wisdom. I know He can never make a mistake, I know He never 
did, and never Will. And so my life is being s'haped by infinite power and infin. 
ite wisdom. I know 1Jb.at. . 

, Brit I know a better thing yet. For I know God's character. I Slhould be 
afraid of a God who had nothing' but infinite power and infinite wisdom, but 
I know the character of God and, I,know He Is love. And the God who is love, 
and w,ho possesS'as infinite' power and. infinite wIsdom, is taking care of I,Ile. 

) 
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If He eees ·fit to lead me down into the dark places, t,oot is the very best thing 
that can happen to me. If He sees ·fit to !have me IIliake my bed' in graveyards 
of 109t ·hopes and lost illusions, that is the IbeSJt thing He can do for me .. 

But I know the best thing of all, ·for I know God in Jews ·Christ; ed I 
can trust Jesus Christ with my' soul; and: I can look up off the ope'rating table 
at Ohrist and say, '''I have not a doubt, or a fear, or a tremor, for I know it ill' 
all right because I know you." .A!h yes, I do know· Him! For I know Christ, 
and I know God in CIh·rist; and I know no evil can ever come to me from 
Christ .who . is God ·and the Goa who is Christ, on ocean or on shore. "Thou 
'9halt know hereafter." 

"I know not j·f the dlllrk. ()l" .brIght 
Shall be my lOot; 

If that on wthoioh ·my Ihope's delight 
Be ,best or nOot. 

fit may be mi·ne tOo d:rag ·for !years 
Toll'lS ;heavy chain; 

Or day or n.l.g:M my meat 'be tear. 
'On :bed of pain. 

[)ea;r faces 'm'ay surround .my hearth. 
W;fJth oSmi:les 6lld glee; 

Or I ,may dwel-l alone and mirth 
·Be IStTange to ·me. . 

J4,y !bark: is wa~ted .to ·tlhe etrand 
!By bl'le8.th: divine; 

And' o.n tihe helm ·there rests a hand 
o.ther ,than mme." 

So I come to you this morn-ing with this me9Bage that is seething hot out 
of my heart in order that you ·may learn to trust. Do not sp6cuI.8.te too much. 
There has nothing good come of -it so far as my experience go e&'. Do not try 
to understand before God gives the explanation. It is a waS'te of time and 
labour. Just learn to trusot. That is why ·religion i·9 so dimcult to some people. 
For it i9 not natural to us. I remember w·hen my children were small ·and I 
was away from home, I need to think that j,f I could only get home, they could 
be saved by me if the house got on fire, or if a burglar entered, or if a deadly 
disease struck them. And it took me a long time before I could trust in God. 
Oih this great fog ·bank of 'l;Ilystery surrounds us. And God help us if we are 
depending on the anS'Wers we get from the world' to our poor questions. But 
you know if, 'IIIS we sail over this mysteriou9 sea with all this implng-ing dark· 
ness, we had just learned to say-

''One who ·has knO'Wn in I9tOfms' to 1S&ll, 
'I have on .board, 

Above ·tibe roaring of ,the gale 
. I )hear the LOord"-

we shoqld not care a bit about the mist; we sohould not care about the depth 
of the sea, or albout the fury of the ,hurricane. Yes, I do not know what i9 
around that next turn in tMs winding trail of life; but I know tibis, whatever 
there is around that corner, I oShall have my hand In another hand when I go 
and face it. And if I feel a little bit disturbed, I shaH move my ·finger around 
in the pa:lm of ·that hand 1liH I find the scar, and: .then [ shall know thlllt 
Jews Christ, who on the crags was wounded for ·my sins; is nOot golng to'Jea:ve 
me, no matter w)1at corner I g·o around on the winding road of Hfe.· . 

Now this is not phHosophy. For the phUosophies of the 'world would laug.h 
at -it. And thIs is not poetry. But this is prose d'one up in a drab colour. Yet 
thi9 is ~af.th, trust, belief. It iso saying the Breton prayer with a little addition-

"God, have 'pity- .Oon me, 
Thy sea. is 80 big, 
·And ,my .boat. Is· fII() BmaU,." . 
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What is the addition to tlhls? Ah, this-"But I ·have got Christ ·on boa;rd this 
little boat, and I shall not drown till He does; and so whatever wTeckage comes 
to me ·will come to Hi-m." 

"Sad'e .to t.he land, .safe ,to ·the land, 
The end ts thi's, 

An.d. thoe1L with. Him go. ihand in 'hand 
Far into :bUss." . 

o people g·at so id'entifled with Jesu.s Ohrj,s,t thtat Hi:s' lo:ss is· yoour 10ss .•. 
and His' ga.in yOl\lr ;g.a:iill; your pain His' ,pain oa:nd your lProblem for His soLution. 

'Now i.f anybol(loy were to a·s\!: ·me why 1: thave preached· this Is'ermon, I 
s!hQuld have .to is'ay 1 do not know. And.if oa:nybody IBhou.l-d ask me what l'esl\lJt 
iI -expect f.rom ·th,is s·e·r·mOOl, 1: oSJhould ,stiJolsay 'I dG not know. I ,thought it OI\1t 
:in faith; I .&toOO. rup tQ preach it in faith; I 'h'av·e .preach,ed .it in faitlh. Bu·t If 
any woman goos back .to her ;hoIDIe to-dlllY !sayirug, "I -can trust and· not be 
afraid;" .filnd i.f any man can pick UIP the :bunden of Jille a;ga.in 'Saying, "'I can 
!bear .it and ·stand .nIp und·er 1,t," ,then aN tlhe pain' II fe~,t ~'ast week .in thinkling 
out the s'armon, ·and all t'he pain I have suffered while preaching it will not 
have been in va;in. Moen, you cannot under,s·ta,nd· it nGW and iIl·e·re. .sometim'Bs 
I look this church a.nd congregation over Wlhen I am alone, ·and I pray for this 
one, andl the other one, and ·the next one because' 'I ltn·o·w you c'annot under

.Sltand your li'fe. -And :women, to whom 'I give les;s. ·a.ttention than 'I do the 
men, you cannot undenstand. your I,ife. It i,s' a probl·em that wiH .drive ,you mad 
jf YGU 'persist in trying to find it out. But juSit trnet! 'Be ,the world's foal .a:nd. 
Godls· wise ·man and wi,se woman, and ih'ear Him ·s·alY .to you v,ery of'ten, "Wh'at 
I do t'hQU kno-weiSt not ·now, :bu.t .thou shaJ.t ·knGW ihereafter." 

BAPTIST BIBLE' UNION MEETING IN HAMILTON. 
A ,fine meet-ing under the aI\lspices of the Niagara-H&m'Uton Branch. of the 

Baptist Bible Union was held in the Gospel Ta>bemacle, Hamilton, Thursday 
evening, July 8th. There was a .]arge attendance EM!jpeciaHy when it is !remem
bered it was July. The spes;kers were Rev. 'Sydney Lawrence, of Freel-ton; 
Pastor W. S. Wlhitcombe, of Second ,Markham Ch.uTch; Revs. J. 0. Connor and 
C. J. 'Loney, of Hamilton; W. ·M. \Robertson, of lL'iver,pool, Eng-land; and the 
Editor of .this 'pwper. 

1Mf'. Lawrence was Cha.irman, as 'President of that Union. He told a very 
touching story o.f h,ow a member of his own family ihad been turned: from the 
fait:h o-f Christ through ·the influence of McMaster. !Mr. W1hitcombe Vald what 
be 'knew of Professor Mar.shIitH's t.eaching from having sat in his classes from 
the ,beginning o,f tihe IProfessor's worlk 1n McMaster. Rev.. J. G. Oonnor had 
attended -the ·summer session 'Of ,MooMas·ter Undversity, and de,clared that even
t·here, when Professor iMans'ha,ll w,as under such st.-rict Observation, his ·teaching 
was unsound. Of 'Mir. IConnor's ·reference to Dean. Farmer we spea:k more 
d"ireetly in anOOher ar.ticle. 

Rev. W. !M. Robertson lifted the audience to t·he heights ,in a brief 'but 
-thri1ling message based on the text.-, "Watch ye, stand fast ·in tihe faith, quit 
you like men, 'be strong." We venW·re .to 'beHeve there was not one in that 
ftud"ien-ce wh.o heard Mr. Robertson who !believed that sulCh a man could ibe 
"oo;bscure" in any city ,in tihe world:. It was a great meeting aU tihoe way through. 

'ITh'ree -large !bus-loads went ,to Hamilton .from Toronto. 

THE ALTON BAPTIST CHURCH BUILDING FUND. 
Last weelk we ·pu.b]fshed an article entitled, uA Modern Miracle", reciting 

the rwondeTful work of grace accomp].ish.ed in Alton, Ontar.io, under the ministry 
of 'PasVar James 'MocGinlay. We refer Gur readers to that. article again. We 
oll'ered to ,receive 'Contri'butions ·for the Alton BuHdin-g Found, and -they ihave 
already :begun to come in. The amount is not -large as yet, 'being something 
'].eS\! than $200.()0. We are gratelful. f.to thoSe who Ihave !responded, and hope to 
Ilear kom ihundreds more .. Don't" ,put. it oll'--send us your contri!butoion -to-day. 

..l . I 
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~bitOtial. 

THE GLORY AND SHAME OF THE MINISTRY. 
The Bible' is ever abreast of the most advanced thought and of t,he most 

forwaxd movement. I-t is the word of the Author of the nature of things, and 
is US!lIf a light which illumine's such darkness ,as the s'un cannot penetrate, 
and searches with 'its piercing ray even tJhe Innermost and Iblacke'st reces'ses 
of ·the maze of human nature. Its most ancient page's are replete wIth his
torical incident'so, which, in the warp and woof of the human m'aterial of which 
they are composed, ·are as modern as the report of the last meetin·g of a Baptist 
convention. 

A most in·structive piece of history is 'contained jn tJhe 'Se<)ond chapter of 
the first book of Samuel. Families, like individual-so, grow old, and degenerate. 
Governments, when' too long in office, become decrepit, and the prey of every 
selt-seeking ,human parasite. Human ,history is a record of decaying sy,s-tems. 
T,his tendency ,find·s many an illustration in degenerating OTganizations' and 
institutions of our day. That which Is often named "progres'S", tn reality is 
progres&' toward disintegration and decay. 

I, The family of Eli was a decaying family. Of ancient origin, and pos'soes
~ors of hig·h privileges; the menibers of ,this priestly family had sacrificed 
God to tlheir own lus'ts: "And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto 
him, Thuso saith ·the Lord, Did I plainly appear unto ,the ·house of thy father, 
'V.hEm they were In Egypt in Pharaoh's house? And did I' choose him out of 
all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine aUar, to burn in: 
cense, to wear an ephod before me? ·and did I give unto the 'housoe of thy father 
8il1 . the offerings made' by fire of t'h'e c'hildren of Israel? Wherefore kick ye 
at my sacrifice and at mine offering, which I have commanded in my -b'a;bita
thi-D;' and honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat with the 
chiefest of all the offerings of Israel' my people? Wherefore the Lord. God 
0(1srael saith, I said indeed' that thy house, and the ·house of thy father, ·should 
W:alk before me far ever: but now the Lord saith, Be it far from me'; for 
them ~hat honour me I wiH honour, and they that despisoe me shall be lightly' 
esteemed." 
\ ' F~Ilowing this pronouncement the Lord predicted t.hat Eli's house should 

pa&s, and He' would. establislh for Himself a faithful priest who 1!Ihould ,be a 
minister of spiritual things ·in his ,stead; and· respecting th8lt faithful minister 
God ,said, "And it shall come to pas's, that everyone that is ,left in thine house 
ehaIl come and crouch to him for a piece of silver 'and a morsel of bread, and 
s:f!,all say, Put me, I pray t'hee, into one of the priest's· offices, that I may eat 
8!:piece of Ibread." 

". But what has tJhis bit of ancient history to do wIth us,? T·he Priest Whosoe 
coming is predicted can be none other than Christ. BelieverS' are a spiritual 
priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God th:rough Chdsot ' 
Jesus. As Christ combined in HimseU the offices of Prophet and, Priest, so 
believers are priesots and prophets, too. We are not of those who ,hold that the 
mInister of a New Testamen,t clhurch is' merely one of the congregat'ion selected 
b¥ his brethren to. be the.fr minister. On this point some of our friends may 
d·isagree with us, but we believe the. New Testament teaches that the mIn
i~try of the church is divinely ordained. The Old Tell'tament priests' were not 
more' certainly divinely"'Commis8'ioned. than the iNoew Testament pastor. To 
tbe elders of Ephe9Us Paul said·, "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and: 
to aU the .flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 
feed· ,·the chu:rch of God, which 'he hatlb. purchased with his own blood. For 
I ·know ·this, tha:t after my depar.ting s-hall grievous wolves enter in among 
you; not sparing the flock. Als·o of your own' 'soelves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to' draw away disciples' after them." 

A true pastor is an "ovel'.seer", and he is made so, not by any ,theological 
college" 01' settlement committee, bu~ by the Holy Ghos,t. Wlhat an exalted. 
pOS'ition the trne pastor occupie's! Baptists ··have too. often degraded the min~ 
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istry'. Some modern Baptist churches do not allow their pastor even to be 
chairman of t·heir meetings, but appoint a modera:tor and vice-moderator, to' 
superintend the church independently of the pastor. It would Ibe dimcult more 
emphatically to deciare ·their view t'hat their minister is only an ihireling. But 
the divinely-called ana commissioned' preaeher will have none of this. He is 
the King'·SI ambaS'Sador, an overseer of the Holy Ghost's appointment, whose 
busine·ss is to feed t·he Lord's Slheep. We believe that If ministers will recog
nIze the Headship of ·Christ, and see in Him the One Who walks amid ·the 
candlefltick9, they 'may be independent of ·all human ecclesiastics. The Lord 
will not forsake Hi-s true servants. If they will put Him first He will not sulIer 
them to .be ashamed. The w·orld need'S .preachers who will be God's mouth
pieces; and when preac·hed in demonstration of the Spirit and of power the 
gOSopel of God',S! grace 1s .the power of God unto salvation s·till. 

It 'is. a sad story' uhe IScrtpture to whIoh we !have referred tells of Eli's. 
declining hQuse; it is sadly suggestive of a decaying ministry so generally wit
neSlSed to-day. How pathetic the divine compla:int, "Wherefore kick ye at mT 
sacrifice and· a:t mine offering, which I have commanded in my habitation; and 
ihonoorest ·thy sons a:borve me, to make yourselves fat! with the ch'iefest of all 
the offerings of Israel my people?" Eli -is charged with honouring his SOP.1f 
above God, and they with making themS'elves fa:t w·i·th the chlefest of all the 
offerings of Israel, God',s people. The priestJhood had become a mere meanl 
of Uvell:hood. What elSIe may be said of a large part of the ministry of our 
day? We know of one pastor whose wIfe sa:id to him as he was about to leave 
for the meeting of the Conventjon of Ontario and Quebec, "Now,' remem·beT 
you haV'e a wife and 'children to wpport"! Such men cast about them to see 
lV·hich w·ay the wind blow.s, they study tJhe roads .t9 see w·hich one leads to 
preferment and prominence. 

We wiH ·not in'SluIt ··the intelligence of some Baptist ministers of Ontario' 
and Quelbec by believing that they do nDt know beyond alI peradventure that 

· Professor Marshall's message is not the gospel of Ohrist, and that McMaster 
is drifting into the educational tide of Modernism. They know it-but do theT 
care? 'We believe they do. But -there are men in some of their churcihes who 
want an easy-going religion; and ,some of the'se pastors fear that when they 
reach the end Iilf their tether in their present rou:rch, unless they take McMaster. 
side, the ihiel'8.rchy wUl 100k and double"bar the door of eve·ry' church again. 
them. We wG'Uld not -censure such ministers unfairly: ministers are only men, , 
and a. Baptist minister lOut of a. church is ·the most !helpless creature on earbb.. 

Nor are th.ese miniSiters mistaken when they beHeve that McM'aster would 
endeavour to prevent any other 'church from. calling them if they take sidelP 
against her. The Home Mf.esion Board resolution is .proof of the "spirit" of 
the thing we are fighting in thi·s Convention. But -is it not a shame-a crying 
shame--that a minister of the gospel 9hould be subject to such ruthless' powers'! 
W·l).at wae the recent Summer Conference at McMaster UniverSity but an' at
tempt to bribe men into submission? If a man ,find'S himself one of man, 

· guests in another'.SI house, and a fellow-gueSlt should propose a vote of thanks 
to the hom, what can he do bu,t vote for it? We do not suggest that tlhe minis
ter·s who a:ttended this Conference had any consciOusness of accepting bribe, 
but that that was the intention of the Slession no' one can doubt. Someone 
wiH o!bje-ct that there hav'e been other session.S! at times when tlhere was no 
special issue before ·the Denomination-that is' quite true; but we have 'beard' 
these' CQnferences diS'cussed officially on more than one occasion, and ·their 
object wae 'always stated to be to enlist the co-opera:tion of .paSitors -in the work 
of t·he UniversIty. Such' benefit as pastors miglht derive was only incidental 
to the main purpo5'6. This s·ort of thing dTags !l:ihe ministry down to the ·}.evel . 
of the priesthood in Eli's day. 

We are confi'dent -that the men who wlH take a firm stanll on theS'e matters' 
on New Testament ·ground, can afford to be entirely independent 'of such mei"
cenary considerations; but the mini'8otry that so 'lowers itself ae to become 
Bubject to such infiuences iSl bound to be ultimately discredited. It was' in this· 
very connection, and' in th·is chapter from which we have quoted, the Lord 

· said, "T>hem that honour me I will honouT, and they that despise me Slhall be 
. "li~htly esteemed." On the' M·her .. hand', a true mInister has nothing to fear: 

"' ... : :.' .... 
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"I will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall do according to that which is 
in mine ,heart and in my mind: and 1 wiU build him a sure house; and he shall 
walk before mine anointed for ever." In contrast with a m1niS'try ,thus d·ivinely 
established, the remnant of this tIme·serving priestly hool!'e is thus descrilbed: 
"And it shall come to pas·S', that everyone that is lett in thine house shall 
come and crouch to him for a piece of silver and a morS'e1 of bread, and shall 
say, Put me, I pray thee, -into one of the priests" omceS', that I may eat a piece 
of bread." It seems to us -the miniS'try in some quarters has deS'Cended almost 
to this 'level already-"Put me, I pray thee, into one of 1II1e priests' omces, that 
I may eat a piece of bread." 

REV. W. M. ROBERTSON. 
,Last 'Sunday was a great ann gloriOUS day in Jarvis ,Street. 'llhere :were 

great congregations, 'and morning and even'ing 1ihe place was filled with t.b.e 
presence o.f the Lord. 'Toronto heard Rev. W. M. iRobertson, of TJOxteth Taber· 
nacle, LiveI'iPOol, ,fOor tlhe first time. Thi~ is the man whose letters precipitated 
the lMaMaster-iMaI'\S1haH 'controversy! . ThlS is the man whom Professor Mars'hall 
descri,bed as "an obscure Baptist minister. who counts 1lor a'bsolutely nothing 
in the Baptist denomination in England"! This is the man whom Rev. W. S. 
Edgar o.f Gilmour Memorial Church, endeavoored to /belittle in ·the same way! 

The writer of this article us been Pastor of Jarvis :Sit1"6et Ohurch ;for more 
than sixteen years. IDuring ·that time he ihas had the !privilege of haVling in !hils 
pulpit many men Wlho are ranked among ,th-e world's greatest !preachers: within 
that periJOd Jarvis Street pulpit has !been ocCllpied by such men as ThoID.j1.8 
Phial-Ips, of Bloomsbury; John Clifford; Russell H. Conwell; itih.e world,famous 
John McN-eiM (John IMcNeil:l of S.co.t1and); R. '8'. McATtihlUr, and· ·III!IIiny otJhem of 
equal ·or even greater 'calibre than these, who, in these 'days, a~e known. as 
",fundamentalists". 'But ·we believe Jarvis 'Street never heard 'greater ipreaching 
:tJhan on Sunday last. Mr. Roibeitson is a mighty 'pl'lop'het of God. ilIe is an 
expositor of ,the Word; ·his diction is ciha!i\1le, his thought !profound, ;hds logic 
convincing, his lPersuasiveness irresisUble, :his voice and manner deLightful ~n 
the extreme. We hal[, him as a mighty prophet; 'Who haS come 00 the kdngdom 
for such a time as this. Bl\lt IMr. ·ROIbertson's chief charm ds lbils modesty, 'his 
chlld"Uke simpliCity, his wbso:Iute sincerity. He.iS olbviousl,y Bet ;for tohe defense 
of the gospel, and has no other end to serve than the cause of truth, and to 
glorify Christ. 

ISunday -morning Mr. Robel"tJson ,preaehed from, "When Ibhe foulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his ISon, made of a woman, made under the law, 
00 redeem them ,that were under the law, that we mig>ht receive the adoption 
of sons." It was a perfect contrast to the sermon ;from the first part Oof the 
same text preached 'by Professor Marshall in tlb.e 'Centrllil Baptist Olwrch last 
Christmas time. Professor Marshall, o.f course, ignored the principle IOIf llhe 
virgin birth, and had nothing to say about Christ's having come to redeem 
them ,that were under ·the law. Mr. Robertson's su'bject was, "Born to Bleed.H 

It was a strong exposition of the principle and pUl'1POBe of tohe In·carn~t.wn. 
In ,the evening IMr. !Robertson preacihed .on,. "Heaven's Halilelujah Chorus"
"Unto him that loved: us, and washed Us from ()I\lr sins in his Oown blood, and 
hath made us kings and jpriest'S I\lnto God and hds Father; to him !be gLOry and 
dominion for ever and ever." On this otlCasion the infinite love of God was 
rejpresen,ted . as d'i-splayed through the Cross, and 1lhe ibackground of that "great 
tragedy was th·e awful fact of human sin; while the' reason for the Atonement 
and the whole scheme of redemption was found not ill man but in God Himself 
-not only dn His love, 'but .in His justice and His truth, or in one word, in 
His infinite 110lineBB. " ' .. 

. The great audien'ce was obviously t)hrllled wi·th 'the message, and when 
the invitation was given a large. number came forrw'ard confessing Christ. 

IMr. Robertson's minIstry on Sunday ·Was attended' wj·tJt wch blessing that 
t.here and then we decided that if possi'ble ·we m'llSt have hixq for. tb.e whole 
month. of August. To' thole Pl'9posal tihe IOOngregation u!:l.aplmously ",g·~eell; and 
Mr. Robertson ac~pt.ed ·our. invi1laJtion. ·~!Ilhe 'lP~t :programm~ ther~o~ !lB 
tbat iMr. ROIber:tson wlll conduct a great evangelistic cam~tgn in JarVis Stt"eet 
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tl1'roug:hout the month of August, and we are con,fident there' wiU be showe~s 
of blessin,g. 

All t:he close of the evening service we held our first" open-air meeting at 
·t1J.·e rear of the' church next the Park. The Pas-tor pr6!liched, and· there was an. 
enormous ·gathering. We are changing the lIo·cation of the out-of-door pIatrorm 
so as to make more ·r.oom and avoid! any obstru'ction o:f the street. 

DEAN FARMER ON THE VI-RCI-N BIRTH. 
One of the most startHng &tatements we !have !heard for some time ·w,as 

made by Rev. J. O. Connor in his address 8:t the Baptist iBible Union meeting 
in Hamilton. He toId us of a conversation he had had in Hamilton with Dr. 
l!'armer, in whi:ch some of the leading Ameri:can Bapti-sll ilreach.ers had been 
discussed, among whom -Dr. FosdIck !had ibeen mentioned, when Dr. Farmer 
decl-ared thlilt !he liked Dr. Fosdick's "spil"lW'. This, of course, was not new, for 
we :have oUI'lSel'V·es· !hea'l'd Dr. Farme'!" say tile ·s.a,.me tlhing. ·M'r. iOonn'OO" toLd us 
that Dr. Farmer said to him, . 

"I would ,rather. have a man wh.o does not .believe in the virgin !birth 
of 'Christ. and' d'oes not use tdbaJooo, IIhan a man wih'O does 'believe in' the 
virg>in 'birth 'Of Christ and does use tOibacco'" 

We 'hold IlI0 brief for men who use tobacco, and we are ·"in·clined to the 
opinion ·th.at it is at least a "weight" ·which Ch.ristian men mIght profitaJbly 
lay rus'lde; 'but we remem'ber th.e aJposoolic anjunction, "Let no man therefore 
judge you 'in meat, or in d'rink"; and that it is w'ri,tten, ".For the !kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink; ·but ri:gIbteousness, 'and ~eaoe, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost." 'But Dr. Farmer sets t1his incIdental- and external mavter of using 
tobacco over aga;inst a great fundamental truth respecting the ,Person of our 
Lord Jesus Oh·nst. The denial of t·he Virgin Birth 'involves inevitably ,the 
denial of the Deilly of Chri·st---<indeed, it involves the deniaI of the authoOrity of 
Scr~ture, 'and, 'by impUcation, invalid.atas every ·d·octrine of the Scripture. 
But Dr. Farmer 'apparently believes the use of to'haooo is a deadlier sin tha'.n 
the repud.iation of tb,e inspi-red Word of God; for surely no -one ·can deny tliat 
the ,ScrIp.tures· teach that ChrIst ~. virgin_ho'l"n, othe'l"efore the rejecti'On 
of th.at truth involves tbe rejection o:f the Scri,ptures which teach it. . i 

We remem'ber that ou'r Lord Himsel£ "said something a:bo,ut a man's Ibeing 
defiIed', IlIot by 'Wlhat goes into ihdm .bull Iby what ,comes out of 'him: it. is with 
the ·heart man !believes, or refuses to ·believe. .A:p·parentIy Dr. Farmer regards 
an evil heart of unibelief as a lesser evil ·than a smok'ing pipe. We shaH have 
more to say about thts later. We only hope Dr. Farmer wiU not ;forget having 
saId it. We are ·informed that. 'Mr. Connor is not the only one t·o wh-om tMs 
remark, in S1l'bstance, ,has 'been made; and 's'ome ·:things may 'be established 
in ·tJh;!! mouth of. two witnesses. Whatever opinions man may ihold aJbout the 
tobaoco ,ha'bit, for one to reg,ard it as meriting grea1ler condemnation than t'he 
·unbelief which denies the' Deity o.f Christ, ,betrays an attitude of mind toward 
the great verities of th.e .gospel of Christ. bhat is alarming, especial'ly w'hen '411 
i& remembered that the author of this opinion is 'Dean of the 'TIheologiC8.! 
Department in ,a 'IChri-stian" universtty . 

.Dr. !Farmer dadms friendshi-p and ·feHowship with many of our 'Southern 
D8ipti-sll leaders. We have observed that 'Pi·pes and cigars are not. altogether 
un,known to lBaptist circles in the ISouth. We hope some of our ,S·outhern papers 
will lP'ublish this arti-cle, for if Dr. !Farmer :is ·correct, some of our great 
orthodox ISouthern "B8iptists are greater heretics and more deserving of IBa.ptist 
ropudiatoion than F1osd'ick or many other modernists. . 

It is our own opinion that Dr. Farmer's remal"lk would .be positively silly 
if "it were not V'icious. Does the use of toibacoo· usua;l!ly a·ccompany ,bel'ief in 
the Virgin 'Birth? or 'When men get so modern as to reject t1!e Vir.gin Birth, 
do they usually 'Put 8/Way th.eir pi'Pes? Why link the two llogether at all? 'lThe 
only effect of ,such a remark is to .belittle ·the value 0'£ doctrin'al 'conviction. We 
only 'wish the pl'loof that. Dr. Farmer made this remark were not So iIllcontro
verti'hle: as we write we have lbefore 'Us llhe signed statement of Rev. J. G . 

. Cop,nor that:Dr. !Farmer made this remark. to him person·ally. 

j 

j 

I 
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THE HOME MI'SSION BOARD RESOLUTION. 
It is contend'ed in rome quarters that the Home Mission Board reS'Olution 

will not be enforced by the Board! Let us examine th·is contention: Such 
'a resolution as> th·is has somewhat the force of a law. 1t iso true tha,t many laws 
are put upon the statute books that are never en~orced; but with decent people. 
and with all but the lawless, a law .enforces itself. The new,s·papers tell of 
a few ~eOlPle brought in·to t'he police court ·llor :inf·racflions o.t .the ·law; 'but they 
say nothing about the tens of thousands of whom no penalty is ever exacted, 
for the simple and ·wfficient l'eason that by them the law is obeyed. The Home 
MissIon Board expressed a desire that Home Mission pastors should relll'a·in 
fr.om any d-iscuEision of the preent controversy, and we have no d·oubt that the 
overwhelming majority of Home ,Mission pastors, in d'eference -to the Board's 
request, wiH do as -they Ihave been told. Thus the Home Mission churches will 
be deprived of the advantagee which l!1ust ~ollow the d·iscussion of thes>e great 
issues. 

THE WAY OF THE CANADIAN BAPTIST. 
. Our denominational organ week by w·eek breathes ·the spirit from which 

'we may well pray to be delivered. It ·has apparently sent truth and honour upon 
.a long vacation. For an utter disregard of fact, and a shameless perversion 
·of what iEi written in other journals, we sincerely hope our contemporary has 
no equal in the world. Howbeit, Gild' ·is not mocked: w·hatsoever a man, or a 
·denomina,tional paper, sows, that shaH he or it surely reap. 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR L'ESSON LEAF 
·VOL. 1. T. T. SHIELDS, D.O., Editor, Toronto, Ontario, Ca~ada No •. 4. 
[Lesson 6. THIRD QUARTER. August 8th, 1926. 

Ap,pJ.ical!ion for entr.y as second-class matter ·is pending. 

THE·FIRST MIRACLE. 
rLESSON TEXT: John, chapter 2. 

GOLDEN TEXT.-"This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
"and manifested forth His glory; and His d'isciples believed on Him" (JOIhn 
'2,11). 
rl. THE MARRIAGE AND FIRST MIRACLE AT CANA. 

1. Jesus was invited to the marriage and accepted the invitation; thus 
.(1) He sanctiJfied ma·rr!ag·e by HIs presen'ce, ("2) set an eXlI;IDlple, and off·ered 
· encoul"ag,ement. He oug·hot to be ·at ev·eny ,maNi8lge, otherw,ts·e h8.lpp.iness will 
-be .iJID.lpossible. 2. It is not unusual for there to &e a shortage at a marriage 
and after; He ,Is sorely n~eded alw,ay:s; and He deUglhts 110 he a family f·riend. 

-3. Jesus did not accord pre-eminence· to Mary: !He ,gaid, "Woman, wlhat . have 
[ 00 do -with th·ee"'I' 4. But Mary accorded the pre-em:inence to Christ. "His 

· mother sai·tIl -nnllo the. se:rva,nts, Wlhia-tsoev6'l" He ·saillh unto you, d·o it". 5. How 
true it is that it is the way of the world, the flesh, and the devil, to offer the 
best fare in the beginning, ·to put the best ~oo:d·s· in the ;soo.p ·window, tIh.e. best 
fruit on t<l'P of the :basket, the merry j,in.g>le of the othiflty lpieces or sUver. But 
When -men ,ha've WleU dl"un,k j;lhereo .f<lllows alway,s thBlt w.Moo is worse. 6. W'here 
Jesus provides the entertainment it continually improves in quality. T.hle 

· poores·t flue He <lffe,rs is alwalYs better than the WlO.rld's best. "The p-d.·bh of 
the jusot is as the s,lLlDing Ug,ht, t'hat e·hineth m()r-e and more unto the pe_'feet 

-day". 7. Our Lord provides the better fare by strange and miraculous ways. 
He 'l!1,a,kes wdne of water intended f·or Ipu'rificati<ln. Wbence are th·ese jars 
filled? O:n-e from bhe ,brack.tsh waters of poverty, one fll'om t·he tu·rgid stream 

.·Q.f trouble, one .fI'lOllll' the Sltag~~.:J.l.t pooi of monotony, one fr·om the ragIng 
· ca,tara'ct of strif'e, one if~om ·tlhe sobbing':waters of befl'eavement, and one from 
the deep, dark weH of pain. :A.n·d if·ro·m these water .po·bs o~ .stone ·presen.t in 
~a ·hum·an life for .pur.poses of /purif:y·in.g, OUIf Sovereign Sav.fQ.ur and ·Sanctifier 
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draws forth the choicest W'liIle. "Who 1!IhaJil separate us ~m the love of 
Cihrist? slhaH tlrtbula.tion, or d,is,bress, or per,secutlo,n, or famIne, or IWlkedness, 
01' iperll or sword"? 8. "This beginning of miracles did Jesus In Can.a lof 
Galilee,' and manifested forth His glory". "This sickness I.s not uIlJto d'ea-th, 
but for tille glory' of GOO, that the ,Son of God mig-hit beglorMed· th~rebr". 

II. THE JESUS OF THE TEMPLE IN CONTiR'AST WITH JESUS OF THE 
MARRIAGE FEAST-Vss. 13.17. 
1. A house of worship may become a house of merchandise. This 11& true 

of the· hillman heart, 'which: W'!IiS· in,tended 'a;s, ilL temple of ,tlie' Holy Ghost. 'i"his 
may be tme also of a 'Christian e'hIuq"{fu, and of a. Ohri&tian denominatjon. 2. 
Making a whip of cords, Christ drove them out in anger. 1Wlin81SS, and. truth, 

. and love, do n.o.t mean mere .sentimenie.11by and! moml wea'kness. We n·eed 
the W',hoip of oordis too.ida.y; and if we y,ielld! OW'sel'Ve.s· to His' Word, He W'lH 
cleanse the 'tem:pJe as of yore. 3. Scripture was understood by the disciples in 
the light of the character and work of Jesus. They remembered: ,that· it was 
written, "The zea.ol of Thine 'oou;se oha1:Jb. ea.ten 'Me u!p". Thus OhIl'-iSlt 'lights up 
the w·hole IBilble, even as He is, the Liglht of the New Jerusil;1em; 

III. THE OBTUSENESS OF THE CARNAL MIND-Vss. 18.21. 
1. They could not see the Antitype in the type. The Tem'Ple wo&.s· typical 

of all that Chordst wa·s, and of all that He came to be and d'o. Burt !His hearere 
were witholllt S'Pi'l'Itual ·d~scernment, w,h·ich enabled: theon to IUDde.rstanJd, His 
speech. 2.. They came, however, to understand the sayings of Jes!,s in the 
light of their own fulfilment (vs .. 22). There.is a ,principle here ,which, m:s.y 
guide us in the int8'l'prebation oil! the propheti-c Word. 'WhIle the great 'Prtil
ciples of .ScrIpture are inteuded for 'Presen:t appliCBItl.on, !lJhe IU:ltim8!te meaning 
of 1ID.WlG' a Iprophecy will be und,srosto,od on~ in the :Light elf itlli own Iful1llment, 
and by that means believers wm be oon1l:rmed. and 6stabl1s.h.ed dn ·the ;!\aith. 

IV. THE MUTUALITY OF FAITH-Vss. 23.25. 
. 1. Many believed on Christ because they saw the miracles, and yet it 
would appear that theirs was only a partial trust. T.hus it Is ,poSlSilble to yie1« 
a mental a'Cql\lie~cen'ce' to the truth w,J,tho-u-t a l"ea;l :h.ea;rt ,lBurrender to Him 
'WIho. is the truth. 2. Such faith as was here exercised in Christ did not justify 
a mutual trust. Jesus: did not commit Him;Self, or ,tr.u.st iHimselt to them. We 
spea;k much of -trustinog .christ. How far -can He.trust us? T,hin,k !lJhl"OUlgh the 
Scriptures of tille nlll'miber of people whom God trustedi: Abraham, MQBes, and 
many others win occur .to the mdnd. Can God' ·commdt His .honor to us? Can 
we be trusted; to take care of' H)i·s .Name? 3. The reason Christ did not trust 
Himself .to these professed believers was "because He knew all men, and 
needed not that any should testify of man:' for He knew that was In. man". 
Knowing '\Wiat 'was in man, He ;knew that it was evU and no.t g:ood. 4. In 
contrast with this, it may be observed that in the measure in which we know 
Christ we shall be able to trust Him. "They tha;t iknorw ~ Name moll p~t 
their tlruet ,m, Thee". 
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