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MUST ONE BELIEVE THE BI'BLE "FROM COVER TO COVER" 

TO BE A CHRISTIAN? 
A ,Sermon by the Pa'stor 

Preach-ed in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, June 27th, 1926. 
C!Stenographica.JIy repor>ted) 

"Jesus heard that ilhey had cast ,him out; and when be had fOUnd,liim, he said 
unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 

"He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, tha1 I might believe OIIJ him? 
"And Jesus said UlbtO him, Thou hast both seen him, and ;,t is he that talketh 

with thee. . 
"And he ,,"'id, 'Lord, I lbeHeve. And he worSihipped him."-John 9': 35·38. i II E shalt .... d • pM'.' tho "Lo'h "" .... ' ot John, and .. tho ,hap,", 

W
I w. ,h.1! 'nd tho ton. You rem.mO" th ..... to, ""oIn. ·th. 

story of the man who was blind, whose eyeBl the Lord anointed and 
bade him go waSlh: in the pool of Siloam'; and he washed' and came 

= ,seeing. The chapter contains a. very critical d:iscuSlSi'on of that great WW miracle. I should like to read the wholle c'hapter, but we 'shall begin 
with the twentyCfo-urth verse: "Then again called they the man 
that was blind" and said unto him, Give God the prais,e: we know 

that this man is a sinner. He answered and 61aid, Whethe,r he be a sinner or 
no, I know n.at: one thIng I know, that, whereas. I wa,s blind, now I see. Then 
saia they to him again, What dId he to thee? how -opened he thine eyes? He 
answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would 
ye hear it again? will ye also be hiS! d,iscil)Ie61? Tihen they r.evtled him, and 
said, Thou art his disciple; but we are M.ases' di,sciples. We know that God 
s'pake unto Mose's: as for this f'ellow, we know not from Wlhence 'he Is'. The man 
aU:ilwered and ·said unto them, Why herein is a ·marvellous thing, that ye kno-w 
not from whence he is, -and yet he hath opened mine eyes. Now we know that 
God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a w·o·rehipper of God, and dlooth 
his will, him he heareth. Since the wo-rld Ibeg·an- wu it not hea:rd that any man 
opened the eyes of one that was oorn lflind. If tJhis man were not of God, he 
cou'ld do nothing. They answered and ,sai!! unto him, Thou wast altogether 
born :in sins, and d,ost thou teach UBI? Andl theY' cast him out. JesuiJ heard 
that they had cast him out; a.nd when -he !had found him, he said unto him, 
D(}st thou believe on the Son of God? He answered and' said, Who is he, Lord, 
that I micht 'believe on him? And' Jesu-ll' 'said, unto him, Thou hast both seen 
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him, and it is he thit" talketh with thee. And! he s,aid, L'ord, I believ·e. And 
he worshipped him. And Jesus said, ~'o()·r judgment 1 am come into this world 
thaJL they which see n~t might see; and that they whdch see might be mad~ 
blind. And s,ome of the Pharisees which were witJh Mm heard these word·s 
and said unto him, Are we blind also? Je'sus said' unto th.em, If y,e were blind: 
ye should have no s'in: but now ye say, We see; there·f()re your ,sin remaineth." 

Prayer Before the Sermon. 
. 0 Lord our God, with reverent hands, and, we tru'sot, w,ith reverent 'hearts, 
we -open Thy holy Word. And as we draw near unto Thee we remind ourselves 
-tiliaL it is 'l'hy Word, that ho,ly men of God. ·spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost, that we have in th,ese sacred pages the ver,Y' words of 'the IHving 
God, words that are God-breathed, and are giv,en to Ufo' that thereby we may 
know how to be saved. We come to Thee this evening de'siring that ,every 
heart may be opened to Thy truth. We acknowledge that "eye h'ath not 'fo'den, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God ,lvath pre.pared for them that love him." As we come to Thy Word, we come 
to an uIliamiliar realm of truth; we come acknowledging th·at we cannot see 
and cann{),t understand, so we lift ,our heart's to Thee and ·pray for spiritual 
enlightenment .for e.very one of us. There are men and women here who are 
hIind, ,s'piritually blind, spirituamy dead, ·Y'ea, indeed, d·ead in trespasses an'!! 
sins. How shall .they behold the wonders· of Thy grace? How shall they be 
made to rejoice in the unsearcha,ble rich,es of -GhTist? How shall they, indeed, 
by faith behold Jthe Lamb of God? We acknowIDedge that only as· the Spirjt of 
God Himself quickens dead, soulos, and unstops deaf ears, and opens blind eyes, 
can men be saved. So, Lord, we cast ourselves upon Thee, and we pray for 
the touch of the life-giving Spirit to-night. 0 Thou great wonder-W-orker, 
Wh()se name Is called Wonderful, work wonders in our midst this evening. It 
.there be any upon whom Tohoy -light ha'S dawned, who see men as! tr·ees walking, 
we pray Thee to give them a 8'econd' anointing, th.aJt they may see .alll thing·s 
clearly. So we 'pray Thee·, dispel all dQubts, remove all prejudices, and' humble' 
aU pride; and bring us all as humble seekers after the truth to the feet of 
Him W,no is the Way, the T.ruth, and th,e Life, that trusting Him' we may be 
saved. For His name's sake, Amen. 

Must one Ibelieve the wholl'e Bible "froOm cover to cover," in order to be a 
Christia.n? I should be rather afraid to ask you to answer th.at question at 
once. I do know that many people declare that they believe the Bible "from 
cover to cover," who have but a very ,imperfe'ct knowledge ,of what is found 
within those covers. Mus't a man take the whole. bottle of medicin'l ,at once, 
in order to 'be curedl? .Must he eat the wh()le loaf, in order to appea:se his 
hunger? Must he eat aU that is upon the table, ind.eed, that there may be 
nothing to spare when he is done, in ord·er that he maY' be satis'fied at his 
father's tabl1e? Now, I,shlall surprIse you when I answer thes~ question!!' in the 
neg.ative. "How can t,hey believe on him of w.hom they have not heard?" Th·at 
is n SCiO!ptur·al queS'Uo<n. How can they believe a Book they have not read, 
and whose coutellts they do not know? 

If I were t,o pause now and turn thi!!' into a testimony meeting and ask 
you to tell how you were saved, most o.f you would quote some . particular 
pa'oJ:;.age of Scripture and s.ay, "I was saved through. beHeving just one of 
God's many promises;" Or perhapS' someone may say th:at many are 'saved 
thl'Ough belie.ving Qne 'pas'sage of Scripture; but Ii think we do not spe·alr with 
absolute accur,acy; when we say tbat we" are s.aved,!by believing a book: we 
are ,saved by believing a Person; people are saved by 'beIieving th.e W()rd ()f 
the J"ord as :it re:lates to Jesus ChrIst-and iot all relates to Him. Why, my 
brethren. this is an infinite &ok'-as an ·avowed infidel 0l!'ce said, "It is no end 
of a bo{)k," It is the w,ord of the Infinite God; the SubJect of the Book, a'S I 
have 'Sl() ·often told you," from Genesis to Revelaotion, i·s the Person of t~e 
Infinite Christ - Infini'ty incarnat,e. God ·manife·sted in the fles~; and whIle 
you and I were saved, by ,believing a par.tlcular passage o.f ScrIpture, it. was 
becRus'e 'boy believing that pass.age we came to ChrIst, .because we 'beheved 
what tho8lt' iScrlpture taught· us about Ohri,Eri;, we are s'aved,~and perhaps we 
did not then .know . any thing mo,re aJbout Christ than tbat whIch 'Yas contained 
in'a single prpmlse from the Word of the Lord. We were babes' In knowledge,. 
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we knew v.ery little about it; but we trusted Him, and have 'since grown in 
grace and an the knowled1ge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chrf·st. 

1 s·halll try this evening to d,iscllBS with you the riS'e and progress of faith 
in the s'oul. You know, there is a dang~ of our becomIng mechanical. There 
is a. danger of our -supposing l:ihIat we can so analyze faith and J"esolve it into 
its elementS', as '00 make it pos'S'ible to define it in exact langUage. But your 
faith 3;nd my faith may not be preciseLy the same. The Lord never wrought 
two mIracles exactly ·alike; . and while the same unchanging principle>s under He 
tire salvation of every soul, yet because our. temperaments are ditrerent, becau'lJe 
.. there are no two of us alike, God ·savel:ll us in different ways and .yet on the 
basis of t'he same principle. Sometimes 1 think in our te·S'timony. meetings we 
need,to 's'afeguard th.at, lest we should convey the idea that the Lord mUM save 
everybody in exactly the same way, and· thus cause some to stumble. 

, 1 remember ·some years ago sitting with a pastor in his deacons' meeting 
-I was not pa&tor of the church, 1 had g>one to help the past-oJ." in evangelli5'tlc 
services and a considerable numbllr of 'pe-ople had ,been. converted, and thege 
converts were broug>ht before certain of the deacons for examination. There 
was one deacon who was a very godly man; he oommanded the reS'pect of th.e 
whole town for IMs comsli-stent life. He had been wond'Elrfully s·aved· from a 
very profligate life-he had been, not a J"espe'Ctable ·Slinner but a llagrant, 
outrageous, sinner, before his conversion; ·and when he was' saved, the Lord 
cleansed him without as well as within-and everyone knew that ,t'ha·t man wa·s 
\Slaved, Notwithstanding, he was a man, 1 thought, who w·as 'ver,y impB'l"fectly 
instructed in some matters. Here were some young peoplle who Ihad been con
verted. They had been brought up in ChrfS'tian homes; but ,they "were ,by 
nature the ch.ildren of wr.ath, ·ev·en as others", their 'c'arnal minds· were enmity 
against God· as every carnal mind is-but ·some of ·them h·ad Ibeen like the 
ruler',S' little daughter: t1iey were dead in trespass·es' and s'ns, but the sin 
wi,thin h-ad not begun to manifest itself wlth'out in the 'senS'S' that they had 
lived wicked lives. They ,had been 'quite respecta'ble young people, but they 
had been c-onvicted· of their sins, and had begun to trust the Lord Jesus-and 
I believe were reaIDy s·aved,. But I heard thi·s dear deacon again and again 
rEllate his' experi:ence before 'people of th·at S'Ort: he ·~ld· them how he had been 
convicted of ·s·in, how he ,h'ad been unable "'0 ·sleep for so manY' nights, and -that 
'his s,piritual anguish had stretc'hed into a period of two or three weeks; h·e 
toM them how at last one night when be could get 'no rest, he got out of 'b'ed 
and went away down. near the .rive,l'S'ide by one of 1'he pier,s of 'a brid'ge that 
cros'sed the river thrrough the town. and' there alone in the· darknes's 'he bowed 
beifore God and gave bimself to Christ. And wbile that dear man did not know 
it. he reaJly seemed to have s'eri,ous doubts about anyone',s 'being really saved 
anywhere but down by the pier of that bridge where he waS' saved! He 
.supposed aU these young people 'had to have an experience e:x;actly' like hf.9 
own: they must be ·sleepless for ·50 many nights, thley muS't be in despair for 
a certain period; and then at ·la·st they must begin to see a little, until by 
and by in God's great mercy full l~gbt shines into their hearts, and they are 
rea~IY s·aved! . . . 

We praise God for conversi,ons of that s'ort. But it does not follow that 
God ,v:i11 deal with a.1l peo.pIe in exactly the's,ame way,' although we are all d.ead 
in -tre.s'llaS!ses and ·sins; and we all need th~ regenera:tlng po:wer o.f 1'he HOlly 
Ghost. we ·all need- t.he preci.ous ·blood· of ChrIst to wa·sh ,o~r sms ~way, we all 
need to Ibe born ag.a,in. But I must try to show y~u thl'~ evenm.g that our 
gra-ciolls God has .all infinite variety 9f wayS! of dealmg wltb ~en, ~nd ·that 
the .important thing for uS' to know is that we have haO. dealmgs wlth. God, 
that we ,have been touched b.y His S1lirit and· .reaIly ·s·aved. . 

. Again-and I am just ·saying this before. I begin-I. would guard agamst 
tha.t cOild-1 had almost ·said· phariSlaical-'nteIlectuallsm th!'-t would shut 
Jle~pIe UP to mere Io.glcat process9S' of thought. 'and allow no .room. f,or tbe 
Sp"irit of God to do His work. I -think I have told you of a man who used t to 
a.ttend. my .services somo ye.ars ago-not in this church, befor~ I be~~e .F!!ls or 
of thi.s church-who thought he was very orthodox. Yet Ih1S relIgIOn was a 
'religion of' pure. unadulte·r.ated. ration.alism-altho~lgh ,he would h~;.ehbeen !~de 
Inost astonis'be~ nia~ in t.he ~()r1d hhadwyoudtoid",~~~ ~(}bel~~e":;:e Bib~!ei-: th~ 
"I am not a ratHmuhst: 1 belIeve t e or 0 ..... ' • 
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Word of God." But that man believed that people were saved by rationalistic 
proce'9Iles---.by reaS'On, judgment, logic. One night I preached on this ,text, 
"This ioS a fatthful saying a.nd worthy of run acceptaltion, that Christ Jesu,s 
came into the world· to save sinners; of whom I am chief"; and either 
M'onday or Tuesday I got a letter from him Sl8.Y'ing that he had enjoyed the 
services, and that ihe ,believed the way of life had been plainly S'tated. "But," 
he said, "I confess that I am at a loss to under,stand y.ou; for after you ,had 
plainly declared the way of me, you spoiled it all Iby the pray~r following the 
'sermon-for after thus pre·aching, you aeked the Lord, to save s'inner,s! Now 
the ~ospel was there, it was for them to accept it-but what in the WGrld had 
'the Lord' to do witlh it?" There is a kind of orthodlQx.y that is as dangerous and 
dishonouring to God as alty ModernIsm in t:he world; there is an orthodoxy 
that i9 of the head only, that finds ,salvation aIt the end, of a sy;llog;ism, and 
that would lead men-or drive men-into the kingdom of God! by mere .logic. 
'So you defenders of the faith, you orthodox peoplle who are very fond of saying, 
"I' believe the Bi'ble from co·ver to cover"-I 11mpe you do" you ,ought to-but I 
hope you know what ~u 'are talking about when you 'say that. I hope you -
know the Bible, and I 'hope you believe it becan-s's you know it, because you 
have appropriated it, and entered into an experience of its grace and. p{)wer
but the mere ~haking of the Bible and saying, "I ,believe it from cover to cove'r," 
wlU not do: you must ·believe it after anoth-er fashion. -

Here we are in the presence of the critics, here we are in the company of 
learned doctors of the law, who are 'going to eubject a divine iniracle to a 
critical analysis~nd they ,are going to disprove, if they can, the claims of 
jesus Christ. Let UEI watch them at their work; let us s'ee how much or -how 
little a man mus't ibelieve, and what is the i&Sue of true faIth when ;once it 
is begun in the soul. 

The story is the story of a man born blind. It is difficult to conceive of 
a greater, den'ger, darkness than that: he has never seen the flowerS', he has 
never looked into the faces of his friends, nor gazed upon the 'beauties of the 
earth, no·r -thle glories of the heavens-he has lived his life in a. long unbroken 
night-time. And this is the man to whom C'hrist comes; this Is the man 
upon whom He sovereignlY' lets His light f,all. Oh, the wonder of it, as we 
.. ee thIs Master Workman at His work! ' tel it not an inspiring th<ing to see 1\ 

real workman doing his work, whether it be a man WihlQ takes your watch to 
piecelii'--'and ,fills you with fear lest he may never get the thing together again: 
or the man who take·s your car to pieces (if you know any re,al expert in that 
direction, I wish you woul~ let me- know)-but an expert workman ,of any ,sort, 
who really knowf.' his trade, and who exhibits real skil~ in dOing his work, ihow 
interesting, ,how inspiring,_ it is to 'see him at hiS' work! Here is One Who 
said In the beginning, "Let .there be light"-and' there was light; here Is One 
Who put lights in ·t;h·e heavens, the one to rule by day ,and the other to rule 
by niglut, andl IHe ·made the st8.l1S a'lsO' ·and said they ·s!houl:d ,be for signs and 
for sea'So!lns; here is One at Whose word all creaUon ca.me into being, "for 
,by him were aU, things crea-ted, 'that are In heaven, and! that are in earth, vistble 
and invisible, whetlher they 'be thrones, or dominions, or -principalities, or 
powers': all things were created by him, ,and fo().f him: and· he Is 'before all 
things, and by hoim all things! consist." And He .is now going to break in upon 
the darknesS! of the human 'soul, and prove to that man .that He is really ths 
Light of the wor'ld. 

There is a s'en-s'C! in which we are all born blind, parti-ally. You do not 
see with your eyes: If I we·re to pre'sent to yoQU a page of -German, for instance, 
some of you 'could not rea.d it-or Greek, or Hebrew, ,or ,Sans'krit. You WiOuld 
'look at it, you would see .the same charactel'S that eome other man tlee'S', but 
I ta.ke it fro(}om YOllr hand and put it into the hands oQf another man to whom 
these characters have a very clear slgnjficance, and from that page whicih has 

'. no meaning to" you he reads the th'Oughts of God, or the thoughts of men. _ 
Both .gee, objectively, ·the characters there on the page; but ·only ORe knowl!! 
what they mean, because it is. the mind Ibehlnd the eye tha;t sees. 

'. There are some 'People who· .are colour~M"-nd" they cannot distingUish 
. between coiours. I :remember in the da~ w,hoen we used· to have two kinds of 
car-tfCket~ome of you' wiS'h ·they were back again. for the sake ,of cheap:ness 
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-I was rid'ing on the car with a certain gentleman, who volunteered to pay my 
fare. And as ihe took his ti'Cket out-it hap'pened! to !be during the Hmitet!l 
period, during rush hours-he took out two kinds of tickets and ,said, "Which 
ticket must I use? TeU me the difference between rbhe colours;" "Why," I 
said, '''Cann()t you ·see?" "No," he said, '''they are both the same eolour ·to me; 
I cannot teU blue from yemow, or red from green, I am colour-bUnd. I can 
appreciate shape and form, but I cann()t see colour.'" Now no s'cien-tist can 
explain that. 'Tine eye sees something, but why it cannot dis·cern colour no one 
can teU. . . 

" There are some ·other people who a·re blind' .to form. . There are people 
who have no artistic in·stinct: you have heard ·the ·S'tory of the woman who said 
of one of Turner'e great paintings of a ·sunset, "I never 'saw a sunset Uke 
toot!" And the ·artist repUed, "But do you not wish you courud?" There had. 
been such suneats-but she had never seen them! 

There are some people who have no eyes for fa-ces-they cann-ot teU the 
difference bl:1tween. a good-looking peroo·n, and one w,h'O is not g,ood-l()oking! 
It 151 to that fact that m()st 'of us men owe our good:. fortune to ibe married, I 
have no doubt! We 'S'Il,y, "There 'is no 'accounting f-or ta.ste! '~-our eyes are the 
same, but we do not see the same things, we dl{) not see the same person'. I 
have heard it s'aid on many occas·ion·sr, "What dId that perSlOn ·ever 'see in ,Mm!" 
-and sometimes they say· it, impolitely, of the othe·r ·side o·f the house, but not 
so ()ften! We ·are a little more restrained in th'at direction. But the fact is, 
dear friends, that there is an inner Slight even on the natural plane. . 

Of courS'e, it ;is true of sound to(): theTe are 'people wh-o do not know the 
difference between the "dJoxology" and "God .;Save ·the Kin,g"! They can sing 
any: hymn that ever was announced-.a.nd ·they sing them aJU to the same tune, 
which is no tune -at ·all! 

'These are analogies which will help us ~o the undermanding ·()f 'spiritual 
things. You do not accept the judgment of a man Wino confesses that he is 
!blind, of a great picture, for instance, when he tells you, "I cannot see an:y 
colour jn that picture at a\l1." "Well," you ·say, "stand' ,!,-side whHe I .gpe,ak to 
someone else; you don't know anything about It." He is out of the reckoning 
instan.tly. Why ·should we be disturbed by the jud'gment of natural men 
respecting spiritual truth? Why worry! yourself, or let your faith be dIs
tressed., !by what the natoural man says 8Ibout ,the Bible? He does not know 

. anything ,about it-he is blind. ·he ,is de·af, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard" 
-neither through t'hese, nor any other sense, I tMnk that" text means-'''neither 
have enteTed into the heart ()f man, .the things whi·Cih God ha:th 'prepared for 
them that ~ove ·him. But God hath revealed them unto us by hIs Spirit: for 
the Spirit searcheth ~li thing's, yea, the deep thingS' of God." When we' undier
stand bhat the spIritual ,realm is separate and distinct from the natural realm, 
and that a special quatification i& neces:s,ary to judgment in that spiritual reafin, 
that we need· a .spiritual faculty, a S'plritual eye to see, ·and a spiritual ear to' 
hear, aJld a renewed. heart t-o receive, and· an enfranchised wiaI ·to respond
when we ·come to see these thlng's, we shall not /be shaken in ·our faAth. by 
the judgment of s'o"called 'S'cholar·s .respecting these great matters . 

. Now this man was born blind. How 'did ihis hea.ling ibegin? JESUS 
TOUCHED mM-and he did not know wh() .Jesus was: "A man that is ca\Ied: 
Jesus - I do not know wh.ere He came from, I know n·(}thing ,of his antecedents 
-but a man that is called· Je's'lls made cIay, ·and anointed mine eyes, and said 
unto me. 'GQ and waS'h in the pool .that Is called Siloam'; and I went and 
washed, and I received my sigb.t,-tibat is all I ·knoW." But He touched. 
him. m~ friends! No man ever ha;s slliritual eight un·tn G<>d touches oh1m

'he may not know how he is touched, he may not- know wh,en he is touched: 
'but "-if any man be In C'hrist. he is a new cre·ature." How did the ·creation 
begin? What was the beginning of the old creation? - "God said, Let ·there 
be !light." Limen: ·doe·s it make ·any difference whether that Is true? Does 
it make any difference whether th'at be true, that that los the w.ay light came"? 
Hear this': "God, who commanded -the light to 's'Mne out of darknes's'''-ther~ 

'is a reference .to the original 'creation-"hath shdned in our hear.ts •. ·to glve.,the 
light 'of the kn'owledge of the glory 'of God iIi. the face of 'Jesus- .Ohrist.'.' . And 

. whenever l1g11it ibegins to d'awn upon the dar,kened understandings. ·of. men, it 
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j.~ beca~e Almighty GoOd ·touches the dead: soOUJl-always it is so: thel'e is no 
light wIthout the touch of Him Who:is the S'ource of all lig;hit. 

A ~n may ,b.e touched by the Spirit of God, and not kno.w it, he may 
have "h1'S eyes anom-ted before he sees. He may say "Some·body put clay on 
my eye~"; he may say, "I heard a sermon preached'iby some man-I do not" 
J.!:,now hI's n·ame-but 1 he,ard a sermon that made me very uncomfortable· and 
l :have not fo:rgotten it:" Or, he may say, "Some poor woman-apparently' poor, 
at qeas,~-put a tract m my hand, and· 1 read· it, and, it hlas ,been stirring my 
soul WIthin. 1 do not knoOw what happened, but 1 am not quite the man r 
used to ,be; ·something 'has happened, but 1 cannot telI what it is." Do 
you understand the Bible? '''No, 1 do not know -anything a;bout the Bible." Do 
you under:s.tand Jesus Ohrist-do you know that He was begotten o-f the HoQlv 
Ghost, and born of a virg,in? "No; t do not know anything about these things, 
&Iut. somehow 1 was touched and, tMngg have been different; 1 ·dro not under
·stand. much of what you 'say, but 1 know something from without touched me 
and made me different." Not always 'are t~e eyes opened instantly; not always 
does a soul, consciously, pa'SIS from death unto life in a moment of time-he 
does pass from death unto life ineoo.ntly, but 'he is not always conscious of 
it. But ther~ is a·lways the touch of God-and, the man's eyeS' were opened. 

What does thie man know about Je'sus? He d!d not know very much-he 
says he did not know very much" he said·, "Whether he be a Slinner or no, I 
know not-I do not know enough alb-out Him to talk to y-ou about that part of 
it: there is just one thing 1 know about Him, and 1 will tell you that one 
th:ing." How much did this man know a·bout Jesn-s'? How much did he believe 
about Jesus? iNow Usten carefu.}!y: he knew enough, ana bel)!,evea enough, 
to leaa Mm to obey Ghrist, to do what Christ told him----.that is 8:11 he 
knew. Jesus s'aid, "Go, was·h." Let me point out to you that that is. God's 
way. Do you know ·a·s much as that about Ch-rist? There:is some young man 
here, or a young woman, wh·o say,S', "'I don't knoOw my Bible. 1 wa:s not broug;ht 
up in a Christi:an home, and 1 greatly miss that; 1 wa·S' not brought up as 
some ,peoplie 'have been privileged to be 'brought up; but 1 have become 
interested in the matter of religion, and 1 have found -a .stirring in my own soul. 
1 have begun to wonder w;hat it is all:l about, whether 1 ought to 'begin a.t 
Genes:i·s and·read through to Revelation, and find out all' ·the Word· mys about 
Jesus Christ? 1 worild l·ike to be saved, 1 would like to kn,o·w all there is ·about. 
Him, 1 should 'be glad· if you wou.ld only ,tell me what -to do." My friend, 1 
want to know this: do you know enough about Ohrist to ·do wha:t He tells you 
to dG-do you believe Him enoug'h for that? "The word· is nigh thee, even in 
thy mout:1!" and in thy 'heart: that is, the word of faith, which we prea.ch"
what ~'EI it? - "that if thou ·shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
·Slhallt believe ~n thine hear,t that God hath r.a.ised Mm from ,the dead, thou 
BlhaU be s·aved. For with the heart man belie'veth unto righteous-nes,s;. and 
with the mouth confes'sion i.s made un·to salvati·!ln." Have you faith enough 
to obey bhat word of the Lord Jesus, if you. do not know anything elsre? You 
see how .Slimply thIs work o·f grace· began; all that the man knew about Jesus 
was t'hat, "He mad.e clay, put it upo-n ~y eyes, toild me to d.o some~~,ing-and 
when· 1 obeyed Him the miracle happened, 1 washed and came ·seemg. But 
1 cannot 'teU you any.tMng 'more than that." But when you can tell a man 
that, you tell him a great died. 

There are some here liMEI e·vening-and 1 want to carry you with me if I . 
can-who will ·s:ay, "Yes, B'ir; 1 believe Jesus enough to do ·as' He teUs me, 

. and if He bids me confess Him a·s my Saviour and Lord, 1 wi1~ do that; :if He' 
bids me be 'buried with 'C'hri-s't by baptism, 1 will d.o that-whatever He teUs me' 
to do 1 will do It." Well you have the beginning of rea'l :faith, if you have:' 
a fa:i·th bhat will lead YOU' to obedience; for thElre i·e an "obedience .of faith," 
and true f·alth always is'sues in obed~ence. If this ma.n had not believed that .. 
there woull:d be ·s.ome profit in doing what he was to·Id" he would not have done: 
it;. Ibut in som'e way when Jeslls spoke to him and ·soaid, "Go, "\'Vash:" t-here ~B", 
!S.omethlng about ·th-at divine Personality that compelled him to YIeld hds wi.ll 
to Christ' and 'obey Him. . '" ... ' " 

. My friends iin' salvation ',the . I..ol'd always does ·that, He always leavef. 
something fCW':as ·to· 'ttO.: Now somebody is going to almost. storm a!" me' for . . 

.J 
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say,ing that-"Leave Bemathjng for us to do! Why, do you not believe that 
salvation is al,l of grace?" . Certainly 1 do, aU of sovereign grace· but the 
means ,o-f salvation. are sovereignly ordained, and when God co-u{eSl Into a 
.human life He comes to make a. real man. Salvation fos' never superimposed. 
from without: God graciously command,s ,the co-operllltion of the human will· 
and when He commands. us to believe, He command,.s us to .S'\lrrender; whe~ 
He command·s us to confes's, He commands us to do something, just as' this 
man did-but it is all of grace just the same. If anyone but' Jesus 'h'ad told 
him ,to go and wash,' he might have wash·ed· for ever ·and not received 'his 
sight; but when Jesus said', "Go, wash", He 'Put divine ,power into h,im, and 
",wen he yielded ,Ms will in o;bedience ,to that command and cLid what the 
Incarnate God teld him to do, he feund 'that too very powers of Deity 1I0ssessoed 
him; 'b.e said, "A miracle hoa·s happened in my case that the wOI"ll:d h'as never 
before known .to happen." He wa's born blind andl now he sees-yet he can tell 
nothing about Jesus, except that He made claY' and, anointed hiS' eyes. , 

Let us 1!ake anether step:. W:hat 'pfJect had that e:cperience Of divin~ 
power upon this m.an's attitude toward Ohrist'! Jesus ohad taken Himself 
away to an-other place, and when·the·se cri,tics 'began to examine him, s,aying, 
"W,here is He?", he said, "'1 do not know Hi,s address, I have not· got it." 
"Who i-s He?" "I dQ not know." "W'here d,l-d He come from.?" "I do not 
know." "H'OW dill you receive your sight?" "'WeIa, 1 t.a,ld you 'Once, but 1 will 
telll yeu .a,ver again if you want to knew: A man t'hat i's called Jesus made clay, 
and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the peel of SHoam, and 
Wlasb: and I went and waSih'ed" and I .received sight. 181 there an;y;thing else, 
,gentlemen, that you want to ,know?" • That was abeut his attitude. But 
tvhat was his attitude toward Ohrist' He did not knOlW Him, he did nlOt 
know where He 'Came ,from; 'but his tum was on th~ side Of Ohrist. Do you' 
see that? Hi-S' will was en the side of t):Ie 'absent Christ; and when the cr.itics 
began to find fault with Jel3us, he stood 'beside the ,unknown Pro.phet and said, 
"You recken with me when yeu tallk ·a'bout Jesus. .I cannot tell you much 
about Him, but there is one thing I can tell Y'OU, and I am going to ,tell it to the 
ends of the earth-one thing I kn'Ow that, whereas I wa's blind, no-w I see." 

And, my f:riends, the truZ1I', rege'!tf3rated s·OI/tZ is aZways on God's side in any 
controversy-will yeu mark t'hat·?-t,he will of the regenerated soul is on 
the side of Oh'rl:st. His intellect may be dark enough', he may n-ot kn'Ow very' 
much; but his experimenta,l knowledge of divine grace haS' br-ought him ever 
on the Lerd',s side-and he can never be on 'any other side if 'he has' really 
had 'his eyes opened. . 

But observe the difference ibetween thIs man and iMs cr,itics. 'I ibelieve 
Tennyson was right when he ,S'aid: 

"There lives more faith in ,honest deubt, 
Beloieve me, t'han in haU the ,creeds." 

What" Is doulbt? It is a neg.a,tive quaHty, it is a negative' attitude of mind. The 
d·oubtful man s'ays, "I don't knew, sir, I doubt"-but 'he does noo1 ,S'ay, "I don't 
believe." He says that 'he does not know, he is a doubter. But there is .a . 
werld of differellice' ·between. deubt and unbelief. Un'belief is always positivei 
unbelief ·say.s', "'I know-and I kn'Ow that it j,s not true:' I ;}lave the pro,~ounde8t 
sympat,hy with any man wh.a comes to the Bible with his doubts-I d,o not 
wonder ,that men s'hould have doubts. This man h'ad doubts. I ,h'ave no quarrel 
with the man who even comes to the Person of 'J~SU!\! witq. d'Ou.btS': let !him' 
bring h'ls doulbts to Chris,t; and He will settle them. But aearn to differentiate 
clearly ,between doubt and unbeUef. ,. ., 

What is the att£tuae 01' the Pharisees, the Zearned aoctors of the law' 
First of lillI, what ,i·5' 'their attitude ,toward thf.& Stranger? . T,hey' know more, 
abOut Him-mark tJhois-they know more about ksus .than the erstwhile bZina .. 
man; they know whence He came; although ,they 'do not a,dmit it, they haye ; 
been on His tr,ack for sOme time; they couId. teU this, blind man a go!Jod Diany. 
things a'bout Jesus t"hat" he does not know. Intenectually, they. know far Ip.~~~" 
about Je'S'IlSl than the blind man; but experimentally, he knows, mere oI!-bou{' 
Jesus than'they do; and tJhe ~esult";j,s,:he has. only d'Oubt in, 'his hllait;. th.e:'ltgh,~' 
has :not fully dawned.' But they have pulled! "down the 'S!huUers, they' 'have' 
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S'hut out -the light, theirs Is a positive attitude of unbelief. As ,to Christ: they 
are determined to dis·credit "him at ,al!l: costs; as to -the mIracle: they are 
inte1"ested only 'because Christ ,wrought it, and they wiU find even in this 
gracIous work a cause against Him if they can. So ·they call the man and he 
tells them "hiog' ,story; and! they cwll his parents and say, "Is. this man teUing 
the truth? Is this your son who says he w'as born blind? Come now, we do 
not· lbelieve t:b.at he was' 'born ,blind. What have you to say about it?" And 
they say, "We know that ,this is our son, 'and th,at he waS' born blind: but by 
wOOt meang he now seeth, we know not; or who hath ·opened his eyes, we 
know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall spea;k .for ,Mmself." In the last i, 
analysis, every ,believer has ,got to speak for himself, 'there can 'be no. :proxies 1 
here: '''Ye are my wio1nesse,S'''-and you cannet get anyene else -to do your -
work for you, you will have to 'speak fer yourself; neither father nor mother, l 
nor anyone else, can take your pIa,ce. So they a'sk him again, and again he 
tells his story, and they s·ay, "Well, we cannot eXpiloain t'he miracle; apparently 
this miracle is well proyed. But there is one bhing we know, that thiS' ma-n 
Jes'us oug,b,t n.ot to have the credit-give God the prais·e: we know that tMs 
man Is a sinner." 

I have a little comf'ort in this text myself. "It is enough for the di'sciple 
that 'he be 8!S' his master, and -the servan-t"-or any coHection of 'servants-",as 
hiS' lord,." The Lord 'h'as wrought many miracle·s here. I could can for tesU· 
monies here of what God has clone !lor homes.-for fa.ther·s, and mothers, and 
children; familie's have been reunited. Marvels of gr,ace have we seen in this 
pla'ce~and ,S'ome of the critics 'say, "'We admit all th'Rt. and we giv:e God the 
praise; but ag for this man we know -that he is a bad lot." All right; that 
rather suggests ,th,at we are walking in the Master's footsteps in -some Uttle 
rne8lS1lre. Ne'ver mind what people say IlIbout it, as l,~ng as we have tn-e 
mira-cleEl', as long as blind eyes are opened. 

Now I want you to note thi,s, that that attit1uZe which ca?ne about because 
of h·is ea:perience of divine grace gave thi,~ man a spiritual discernment which 
penetrated their falla04es ana saw the motiV'e that was back of it all. rI'he 
Pharisee's 's·aid to Ihim, "As for thIs fellow, we know not from whence he is." 
Oh, here is a wonderful word. [,believe the Spirit of Ged ins-p:ired the man to. 
say it-I can 'Silmost dmagine his sitting "in a 'class in TheoLogy-he said, 
"Why herein j,g ,a marvellous t'h,ing, -that 1'e know not from whence he Is, and 
yet !h'e hath opened mine eyes. Tell me now-teH me now how tMs miracle 
happened. You s'ay you do not know, YlOU meet my positive d,eclaratIon o()f 
fa,lth wIth y,our wretched agnosticism; all it'hat you can say is', 'We know 
not 'when he is.' And against your doubtful -testimony' I 'set this pes'itive 
declaration, that he has -opened my eye's." Then he tel'ls the story and 'Slays, 
"Now we know ;that God heareth not sinners: bat if any man be a worS'hipper ~ 
of God, and' doeth his will, 'him he ,heareth. S1nce the world began was it net . .\.'. 
heard th.at any man ,opened the eyes of one that w'as born blind. If t'h:is man ! 
were not of 'God"-that Is the lo()gic ef all} true faith: he doeS' not know much 
about Jesus yet--'and he has learned more from the enemies of Chris't .than 
from 'any other seurce-'he has rea·d n.o book-s about Him, but ;h'e s:ays, "If tMs 
man were net of Ged, he ceuld d-o nothing." He has come to. the· -concluS'ieJ;l. 
threugh faith rising in his roul, that thIs unknown 1F'r0phet ,somehow er 
anether has contact with God, ill'e has had an experience ef 'something that 
is 'not h'uman, 's'ome divin.e p-ower Ras made him to see. And' '8'0 they said, "Thou 
wast altogether born in sin, 'and dest thou tea:ch us? And they -cast him out." 
The conflict w'as between ignorance 'and educa.tien, that was what it was all 
abeut,-<"What do 'yeu know about it? Dost thou teaClh us?" Yes, but the 
"ignerance," deep, dense, dark, was -on the 'sid,e of the suppeeedly learned 
dectors of the law. 

, I Jov:e this word: Jesus heard vhat they had ·cast him out; and when iIle 
ihad ;found him"-he could not flnd Jesus, ibut Jes-us could !lind !hIm; he could not 
get more knewledge ef Je,S'Us, but Jesus could reveal Himself to. ·him. The 
land'seape dees not find the merning ,sun: the morning ,wn flnd's .th,e landscape: 
and the Son of Righteousness fQund the man into whose heart He 'had already 
shone. , 

, Now mark this:' what. is <;:·hriSlt!s firSt question? It -is the profoundest of 
abl q~estion-s ,in th!lo~egy: it had ,t~ ~eal with the Person of Christ. That is 
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deeper than the question of the inspira:tion of the Bible, for if you come to see 
that Je'SIl's ds divine and, infa1lible, you win have no difficulty about the inepir
atioDi of the Bi'ble. Oh, men and women, see t.hat 'clearly: an infallible Ghrist 
argues an infallible· Bible; ana an infallible Bible· argues an infallibZe Ghrist. 
But a fallible Christ argues a ChrIst that is something le·S'S than div,ine, and if 
He ,be ,less than: d.fvine, He is no 'Saviour. Wihat did Jesus ask 'h·im? It was 
no easy question; He went right to the heart of Nle matter and said, "Dost thou 
,believe on ·the Son of God?" What a 'tremendous question to put to a man 
who ·but a few hours-or days proba:bly-before had been blind!-"Dost thou 
believe on the So,n of God?" Andi he, like a Httle child, said., "Who is he, Lord. 
that I might believe on IMm? I willI beLieve !anyhody to whom Thou sbJalt 
introduce me. Thou d·id·E.,t open my eye'S, and win my heart, I am already T·hine 
-I will believe any'thiug Thou dost tel,l me." And JesUos said, "Thou hast 
both seen him, and it is he that tailketh wIth th,ee. And he said, Lord, I 'believe" 
-and down on' 'his knees I ,f'an'cy he went-"and Ihe worsMpped him" as tihe 
Son of God. 

If you reaHy ibelieve lOne word that God 'has written in this lBook---'ii you 
really believ,e it-you wi:ll have no difficulty with aLl the other words'· and .if 
Y'Ou really believe the Word of God, it w.i!lI lead you to Chri.st; and vlhen you 
come to Hi,s feet He will become your Saviour and Lord; and He wil[ go back 
with you thTough th:e w·hole Bible, ·and you w1l1 say, 

"Thougill all the forms that men d'evise, 
Ass'ault my faith with trea-cherous ·arts, 

I'd call them vanity and Lies, 
And 'bind the gos·pel to my heart." 

If you believe a par:t of the Bible, you will be!l:ieve it alIi; -if you believe in 
Jesus Christ just a little, just enough. to touch Him, just enOUogh to obey Him; 
He will do t'h'e rest. I heard Dr. Jowett once say when preaching in Spurgeon's 
Tabernacle-he was speaking albout ·the woman coming tlh'1'ough the ·crowd to 
touch the hem of Christ's garment-and he .said, "But ·someone heTe wiLl 'S'ay, 
'Sir, I don't kn-ow how toO touch Him'." And Dr. Jowett said, "Then ten ·hlIn 
you don't !know ,how to oouch Him, and that will tou-eh Him." And it wUl. 

How littIe will do? "tf I may -but touch the hem of His ga:rment. I shall be 
whole." InE.Ytinctively the woman felt tha:t virtue had,' flowed, to the touch of 
faith. How loittle must we believe in ,the Bible? You must beHeve the Author 
of the Bible; and you will have no difficulty in believing the whole Bible,
that is tlhe secret. "Lord, I believe. And -he worshipped him." And that day 
he went to ·school; and he has been at school ev·er since, learning moOre and 
more about the g,reat God our Saviour Jesus Chd&t. There never will be any 
end to it, for we S'h!aU always be knowIng more -and more about Him. What 
is that 'h'Ymn we sing?-

. 

"When we've been there ten thoiIsand years, 
Bright-sh'ining as the sun, 

We've no les·S' daY'S to sing His praige 
Than when we flrllt begun." 

'We ,s.haJ.l lmow Him hetter, and better, and ibetter, and' betteI'---lbut when we 
have been 'in His nnmedij·ate lpresellice a 'mi~lion year-s, OT ten ,IniotUon years, His 
name w:ill' still ,be cruHe-di "Wonderful". 

19 there .the ·beg.inning of faith in any -heart here thIs everring? Is there 
some man or woman who ha.S' been w.aiting for some extraordinary expel'i,ence. 
and yet all you know is that God has touched yopu? Well, He s'ays to' you, 
"Go, wash in the poOlI of Siloam-confess 'Me with your mouth, acknowledge MEl 
as the Saviour; and if you do I will save you." Have you faith enQugh ;to 
bel1ieve that He will do exa'ctlyas He '9ays, faIth enough to lead you ,to obey? 
Somehow. I have a feeling that there ought to be many who lhave been t()S'sed 
about with many a conflict, many a doubt, who ough,t ,to step out for -Christ. 
We had a glori()us time -tlMs morning, when GOOI came graciously near. We 
were ·talking about giving, about the tithe, and I dlo n()t know how many 
people,-perhaps two or three hundred, indicated that .they had made a complete 
surrender on that matter. And the Lord s'ays that when we dQ, He will pour 
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us out a 'bles\:Iing. We have come expecting a bles,sing to-night. How many of' 
you ,here do 'really in your hearts trust ·tlhe Lord J·esus Christ as the One Who 
~hed His precious blood ,for 'you? You ,S'aw this ordinance of baptism to·night:; 
.]t meang that wlhen He d1ied. on the cro's's, .you died,; that when He was buried, 
y·ou were buried; and that when He rose again, you came out' of prison with all 
deb-til' 'paid-in tihe ,moment tha,.t yOU! reaEy accept the wtoIDin,g, t·he prop:<tiatony 
work of Christ, in tlhat mom,ent your s,in will be cancelled, He wiH wash you 
and, make you whiter than snow. , 

S'haU 'We· boWl a -m'O·ment i'nl prayer?, '0 Lor.d our God, t·his d,s· a great 
my·stery which no ,one can explain; but we thank Thee that we can all experi
ence it, w'e blIess T·hee tha,.t many of us have experienced Thy graci-ous touch. 
Wilt Thou work miracl-e'E/ in this buHding to-night: wilt 'l'hou open the eyes 'Of 
'bLind men, wilt Thou bre·ak the power of cancelled sin a.nd set the prisoner 
free? And a'S this invitation is given, 0 Spi·rit of the Lord, w,e pray t1mt Thou 
wUt exercise Thy Lord'ship, Thy sovereign power, Q,ver principalities and 
powers and the rulers of the darkness· of this world, and forbid that any should 
be deterred from coming to Oh·ri,st. Ma.y there be a great yieJiding of men and 
women to Cliri-Sl1; this evening. We a'sk :it for His Name's 'sake, Amen. 

~bitorial. 

A MODERN MIRAC~ 
A Testimony of The Gospel. 

Last summer a lady whose parents live in Alton, .ontario, ,a village of about 
four hundred people, communicated with Mr. W. Gordon Brown, Student 
Pastor of the Orangeville Baptist Churc'h, some eight or ten ,miles from Alton, 
and a'sked him if anything could be done to bring the gospel to Alton. She 
had been praying for a spiritual awakening .in Alton for some years. She was 
not a Baptist, but an earnest Christian in whose 'heart God had ·put a great 
desire for the salvation of the people of the village. This lady was a public 
school teacher, but engaged in Toronto, and therefore spent only vacation time 
iii her own vj!.]age. Mr. Brown invited his friend, Mr. James McGinlay, then' 
pastor of a country church in West Nissouri, to ,come and assist him. These 
two youn'.g men went to Alton, accompanied, we ,believe, by a few earnest squls 
from Orangeville. They engaged the town-hall and began work. At their fir'st 

1 

meeting there were three Altonites present. T'here were two churches in Alton, 1 
but apparently very little spiritu,al life. Mr. McGinlay was the preacher, while 
Mr. Brown led the singing and assis·ted geenrally in the services. Within two 
or three weeks the town-'haII was packed to capacity, and more than one ,hun-
dred and twenty people had professed conversion. Not only Alton vi.l1age, but 
the whole countryside was so moved as to attract attention from outside, so 
that a Toronto evening paper gave -front-page space to news of the Alton 
revival. ' 
, In the early fall 'it .. was the privilege of ·1'1).e !Editor of this ,paper to drive' 

out 'some fifty mi.Jes one ·Sunday afternoon and ,baptize nearly thirty people 'at 
an ope~-air bap,tismal service, among them the young lady who had .prayed for 
revival. It was a very wet day, .but four or five hundred peo,ple 'gathered and 
the people declared there would have 'been tWIO thousand h,ad tihe weather 'been 
fair. 'Some weeks later, after the fal,l had set in, another company of Alton ICOn
verva were baptized Iby the ,writer in .the OrangevlHe Baptist Ohurch. ;Shortly 
afterw~rds this company of 'baptized !believers organized themselves into R 
Regular Baptist Churoo, adopiing the Confession .of Faith of the Baptist Bible 
Union of Niorth America as their doctrinal :basis. On ,the occasion of the organi
zation of the church, about- one hundred' and lfifty ,people went. out from Toronto 
in buses &n'd motor cars, 'and all e~rienced throqh ·the visit, a great. spirituail 
uplift-. . . ' 

, The new 'church',ca:l1~d Mr. J'ames M,cGinlay to be its 'pastol"--'-and here' 
we ought to' say' :'a few. word,s: a'bout this young pastor-evangeUst. Somewhe're' 
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ab,out four years ago, Mr. McGinlay came into Jarvis Street Ohurc'h ap uncon
verted and quite irreligi{)us y{)ung man. Though coming from ,Scotland he had 
not been. br{)ught up t{) attend church,. and JarvIs Street W'8JS' .the first place 
of worship he had ever entered .. But here the LorlL laid 'hold of ,him, and 'before 
very lon~ he ~as converted. He began immediately to give hIe testimony in 
the ,pU!bhc servIces. A,fter some mon,t:he !he left Toronto ,for Buffalo and there 
the Lord very -distinctly laid HIs hand up{)n him 'and 'called him to 'preach ,t'h,e 
gospel. From the beginning ne wa·s marvellouely bless'ed in the ,salvation of 
S!<lUls. Several churches invited him to become their pastor and one church 

·of considerable size very urgently requested him to become thetr minister. But 
Mr. McGinlay was l.ooking to the fu,ture, and in the fall of 1924 he entered 
McMaster Univel'sity a6' a ,student. He accepted the pastor·ate of the newly
organized Alton Baptist Church, journeying Ibackward and forward week-end'3 
to preach du.ring the college term while pursuing h,is ittudies in McMaster. 

'Since last fall IMr. McGInlay has preached three or four Sundays in Jaryis 
Street Church. On each occa-B'ion the great auditorium, has been' crowd,ed to 
capacity, and from twenty to bhi,rty have been oonverted each Sunday under 
hi·s· ministry. This young man has eviden,Uy been set apart 'by the Holy Ghollt 
as one of the coming gre·at preachers of this Continent. It is not 'to be won
dered at t-h'at he has been greatly in demand. The story of the Alton revival 
,has been published and spread over the Continent, with the re,suIt that 
churc'hes from different . parts of the cou,ntry' have urgently requested' ·him to 
conduct evangelistic missions; and several churches of ~mportance have 
sought him as pastor. To all these requests Mr. -McGinlay has turned a deaf 
ear, feeHng ,that God has 'called him .to est8ibliBih· the work ·in .A.lton; and jl,e is 
determined to .stay in Alton at lea'st for two or three years, until· he ,soees the 
churc'h which is :his own chHd in a strong and healthy p{)sition. 

We come now to the main purpose of this article .. The Alt-on Church has 
a memlier·s'hip of fifty-seven. Conversion,s are taking place regularly. and; a. 
considerable number win 'shortly be .baptized. They have already Iboug,hot a lot. 
and have the ,stone upon the ground for lobe erection .of a fine stone church; 
a'lld this little band of less than Sixty member,s-who have ,been BaptiS'tSl for 
less than twel:ve month'El-have already contributed $2,500.00 toward their new 
building. The building will co-st, when completed, $5,000.00 or $6,000.00; and 
will stand as a testimony to the power of the goEPPelo, even in thiS' modern day. 

The simple preaching of the gospel in Alton has had .the effect of putting 
a dance-hall' and kindred evils practically out of busine·&1S in that community. 
Mr. McGinlay is determined, by the ble'seing of God, to soee a strong church 
established in Alton; and prepamtions are now aoout complete for the begin
ning of a special evangeli-stic campaign in the neig,hlbouring town of Or·ange
"t1Ue. The f,ampaign wUI open Sunday even,ing, July 11th, with iM·r. iMoGinolay 
as the s.pecia;l preacheT, in association with t'he pastor, 'Mr. W. G. iBrown. B.A. 
We ask all our readers· to remember this work as they pray. Here are two 
young men who have burned all their bridges behind them by taking a firm 
stand for the gospel (for his testimony against the modernism of McMaster, . 
Mr. Brown wa,& expelled from re,sidence in McMaster, <though still permitted to 
continue his courS'e. He is a graduate in Arts and has just completed hiS' ,first· 
year in Theology)~ Will not: thousands of readers pray daily that .the Alton 
Revival will be more than duplicated in Orangeville 'Where \Mr. 'Gordon Brown 
is the Pastor. 

Having said ,tbis, ,we desire now to appeal to our readers for help for the 
Alton "Church. Jarvis ,Street C'hul'oo wiH ask every single member of the church 
to make some contribution to vhe Alton BuHding Found. i W!bat a 'g.lorious .thing 
it··would .lie If The Gospel Witness could assist in this great wOl"k, and through 
i·ts· readers open the new Alton 'Baptist C'h.u'rcl1J ,free of debt! This pa.per re8iches 
a 'large number of the Lord's stewards who could give nundreds, and not a few 
of them 11housands of dollars to the Alton Ohurch. i But we venture now to ask 
every reader of The Gospel Witness outside of· Jarvis ,Street C!hurch (we ask 
Jarvis -Street members to await the rece'i,pt o~ a -pe~l!Onal J.etter ,fnom the Editor 
of ,this paper on the sU'bject) if" they wHl not.·make a contlri,bution of at least a 
dollar to tAUo~, and, 'of counre, very mue'hl more than ,tha.t w.here possi"ble. 
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Every contrLbution witl 'be acknowledged; and we ,sincerely hope !We sliall ,be 
a.ble lbefore the end of ,the summer to announce that sufficienll money has ,been 
either ~ledged or given to insure t'he opening of the new Alt.on Church free 
"f debt. 

The Gosp~l Witness wHllg,ladly receive contrJolmtions for tlLis worthy object. 
Do not wait until next week-you may forget it. You have a dollar 'bill, or a 
five-d'ollar Ibill, lOr ten dol;lars, in y{)ur IPocket-put it. 'in an envelope, add'ress 
It t~ The Gospel Witness, with a memo, 'inSide, '~For the .Alton Baptist Church 
Build-ing Fund", and send it by mail at once. .of course, many will want to 
give much ,larger sums than th'is, and· will write ,cheques ,for $~.OO, $50,.00, 
$HJO.OoQ" $'IiiO'O.oo--.perhaps $1,000.00 or more. If so, yO'll may make your cheques 
paYaJble to The GospeZ Witness, with the assurance that every cent woill go to 
the AIton 'Bui,ldin'g F'und; and The Gospez Witness ,will not chal'ge a ,cenll for 
handling it. Do it to-day! Do ,it nO!W! lEverylbody! .AHogether! Let us ihave 
a. church-raising for AIton! Whose sha,II 'be ,the firsll 'contr,iillutlon to i'ea'ch TM 
Gospel Witness Offi'ce? Wlhato a test:imony that church in the country wHl be 
at a 'time when rUl'al churches a're dying out!-wih'en everything ,but the gospel 
is being tried to attract ~eople ,to chul'Ioo. Let it 'be shown that the gospel
and 'the gospel onIy-can save people, ,and 'keep them, and ibuild them up in 
the ,fait.h of C'hrist. And it may be from this new 'cihurch missiona,ries will glO 
out to the uttermost parts of the ear,th, so ,that when th~ Lord opens lIds ibooks 
there may :be tens of bhousands of redeemed Slpiritoa Ibello're 'the throne praising 
God for the .Allton Revival. 

We will a;~nowledge the fir~t ,five contr\lbutions ,to this fund illy telegraph, 

WHAT, THE SEARCHLIGHT SAYS ABOUT THE BAPTIST 
WORLD ALLIANCE MOVIE. 

Below we ,publish an article from The Searchlight, of Fort Wlorth, of July 
2nd, which includeS' a reprint of our article of some we'eks ago, and. will explain 
itself. We hope Dr. NonriS" comments on our article may have the effect of 
making those responsible for this proposal so ashamed of it that they will 
abandon it altogether. -

DR: T. 'T. SHIELDS IS "NARROW" AND OBJECTS TO WORLD,' 
BAPTIST MOVIE. -

In the issue of The Gospel Witness of June '241 he says the -following: 
"About ,five years 'ago we remember reading that the chief of police of one 

of the largest 'citieS' on this continent had said that he beHeved the 'movieS" 
were the greatest crime-producing ag,ency of the pres'ent d'ay. We believe th'at 
every pastor wh.o seeks -tille spiribual well-!being of the ;peo.ple and the church 
under his charge will- -acknowledge that he can never depend upon trequ-enters 
of -the 'movies' for any kind of definitely &piritual service. Christian pareIl;tS' 
are nowadays often at their wits' end to know how to keep their children from 
frequenting places of 'amusement and entertainment which exerdse a demor· 
alizing- infiuence upon young minds, and not -the least baneful in their infiuence 
among these places is' the 'movie.' Surely mot-hers and Ilruthers have a right 
to expe'ct that th,e Chri-S'tian church at least w.ill co..operate with them in _their _ 
endeavour to promote the s'piritual interests of their child-reno But are not 
such: parents often disappointed? 

·'The Watchman·E~aminer of New Yo.rk is authority for the following
which appeared in the issue of that pape_r for June 10: 

" 'It ihas ibeen- announced that a great moving picture 'film, depicting 
the struggle,s and victories -that have been the outSltand,ing events in t1).e 
glorious -his>tory of the Baptist denominrutioiJ., is about to be made_. This -
giga-ntic sch-eme will be spon'sored by the BaptiS't World Alliance, and 
it i-s p~anned that the -picture will be Slhown for the first time when the 
Baptist World Alli/lnce meets in Toronto, Canada, in the s-ummer of, 
1928. Dr. E. Y.- Mullins, the President of the Amance, will have the co-, 
operation -of, Baptis.ts the -world' -around in the production of the socenario 
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and the scenes. Hon. 'Carl E. Miliken, well acquainted with the moving 
picture jndustry, has promIsed M·s he·aNY' oo-operation.' 

"'The Hon. Ca.rl E. MiUken ·referred to is an ex-president .of the Northern 
Baptist Convention ·and presided at t'he Seattle meetf.n·g of that body in 1925. 
He .js president of the Foreign Missions Society of the Northern Convention:, 
and is alro at the s'ame time an executive officer-we believe-secretary, of the 
Moving Picture Trust of America. 'Whither are Baptists d·rifting when this 
sort of thing Is poss·ible? . 

"And now the Baptist World Alliance under the pJ'es-idency of Dr. E. Y. 
Mullins, is to sponsor a gigantic moving picture th·at hi' to ·be essentially 
Baptist. Of cours'e the film itself will be unobjectionable', and, we ·shall expOBle 
ourselves to the charge of being 'narrow' Iby daring to put a que·stion mark 
after t'he project. But will it ihelp' the s'piritual life of our churches, wHI it 
strengthen the ihands of our pastors who are endeavou·ring to purge tlheir 
churches of w.orldlineEJs and to ,lead ,th'eir people ·to fuller consecration; will 
it reinfoil"ce the hearts of hundreds' of thousands of BaptLst parents- concerned 
for the welfare of theiI1 children, for the World Baptist Alliance thus to 
sponsor and advertise the movies? 

. "At one evening IEJe5'&ion of the Northern Convention at Washington one 
of the board·s put on a theatrical performance in illustration of 'their work. 
We at least find it difficult to believe that the Holy Spirit uses such mean"s as 
these. And the Mullins-Miliken BaptLst mov·ie i-& to !have its ':firEJt night' in 
Toronto! " 

A Word !)f Comment. 
That's the way it goes, somebody is always t8Jking the joy out of Ufe. 
Now, our good friend Shields js in the objecting busineS's and s-hows him

self to be extremely "narrow." 
Why disturb the World Baptist Movie? 
Does iShields not know we a;re living in a new day, a .twentieth century 

hour? . ' 
Does he not know that it'·s a day of liberalism? 
Doe·e he not know that it's a day of ·scientidic res'earc:h? 
It 1s a pity to see a man so "narro.w" as :Shields and object to a World 

Baptist AlUance Movie being given in hIs own city .f Toronto. 
Never has there been and perhaps never would: .be another picture lilte it. 
ThIs would favourably compete with the IWman Cat'holic s'how aot Chicago 

recently. 
JuS't think of U, the leading Baptis't minis·ters, educatoil"s and editors be-ing 

directed to act before a' movie camera. " 
What scenes! 
What pain·t, putty, .ress, c()stumes. 
ISlh1elds ought to Ibe stood up before the firin·g sql\lad at sunrise .for objectin·g 

. to ·s-uch an exhibition of progresS'. 
It i.s proposed to take the .leading mov-ie actors and the leading Baptist 

.personB and put them together in various acts. 
Just :imagine a scene of Dr. E. Y. Mullins and Douglas Fai.rbanks in the 

s'ame role-HEd. and Doug." . 
Just imagine Fatty Arbuckle and Editor V~ctor I. M'asters-"'Fat and Vic." 

" 'Just imagine Dea,n Shailer Mathe~s and Rudolph Valentino-"M·at and V'al." 
, And then ·at. the most 'solemn moment see George Truett and Bill Hart 
appear on the s'cene-"George andi Bill." 

Then fo{)llow with a comedy with Ike Gatee and Oharlie Chaplin-"Ike ·and 
Charlie." . 

Of course, one of the leading parts would be by Harry Emerson Fos'llick 
'and Lon Chaney--"'Harry and Lon." 

Then with all the sedate pussyfooting J. C. Massee and Tom Mix-"JIltke 
and Tom." 

The next one would 'be representing the co-(}perant element of the mo{)vle, 
Dr. L. R. Scarborough and Richard Dix-"Lee andl Dick." 

And ·then to cap the climax, Dr. J. ~hitcomb :arougher and H.oot. Gibs·on-
,iJim and, H()oC'. , " 

. It "is understood t,hlltt Shields, Riley, Straton 'and other Fundamenta1l1l't.s will 
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. not !be allowed any part in tilis movie. 'The truth of the 'business is, that's what's 
the mat,ter with Shields. 

The edi.tor of The SearchZight has fine prospects of tgebting a good 'position 
-in fact, ,several have been offered him, but the one he Vt"ants is to ,h'ave. charge 
()(f .the zoo, ·for in the zoo woill !be the chief orang-outang, Dr. Wallace Petty 
pastor of the Fil'st Baptist 'Church of Pittsbu.rg, and all the evolution profeSlsors~ 

THE SOUND OF A GOING. 
For Slome time The GospeZ Witness ,has said Httle or nothing albout the 

work in JarviS' Street. We have endeavoured to keep our comments on our 
own work, for some time, within a very small compass. But we ,have Ibeen. 
\Surprised-and we may frankly confes's, delighted-to discover in our journey· 
ings over the Continent that ·a great many of o()ur reaidel's read the J·arvf.S' Street 
Ohur<;h news fir.Slt of ·all. God, .in His great mercy, has raised up for us ·a g,re-at 
band of intercessors who naturally look from week to week to see how their 
prayer6 'are being anS'Wered. 

Th'e Pastor confes·ses that he ·h·as felt a little c·oncern for his own work for 
rome time, because his duties have taken him so much ~nd so far aw·ay from 
home. But blef>'.i!ing has continued in ,his 'absence. Natur·ally, 'some depart· 
ments of the work are bound to suff·er tlirough the Pastor's absence. During 
the last church year the additio()ns to o()ur member:sohip were only three hundred 
~md eighty as against four 'hundred and seventyJfJ.ve of 'iihe year before. T·his 
may partly be accounted for by the frequent absence·S' of th.e Pastor, because, 
'\Vhi'le !people are 'converted, it is to be eX!pected that more !P6ople will come into 
the fellow·ship of the church while the Pa·gotor i,S' at ho,me than when a stranger 
occupies the pulpit, 'but we rejoice in the measUre of blesSling we ,h'ave received. 

Four years ago-to Ibe eX'act, in June, 1922-we dismis'S'ed· three hundred 
and forty-one member·s to form a new church. This reduced our membership 
at that time to eight hundred 'and ninety-two. In the four year.S' which have 
since 'Passed we ihave had a net increase of 1,16'8, the 'Present memberSlhi,p 
being 2,060 .. The total add.itio()nS' to the membership during the !lour years 
1922-26 have been 1,463, of which number 989 have been added by baptism. 

The last few weelts have marked a great desire, which haS' been manifest 
in our prayer meetings, for a g,reat revival. For more than five ·and a half 
years our three' weekly prayer meetings ·hav·e continued with unabated interest 
and power. Recently, however, prayer for revival 'has seemed to become with 
goome almo&t a pas.sion, and we believe the ear of faith can detect the ,round of 

. a· going over against the mulberry trees. . 
A genuine reVival is -inva1'lia'b1y ma1'lked by manifesf.! instances of the d·lrect 

operation of the' Spirit of GQd upon the hearts of the people. A v·ery genuine 
work of grace may be accomplished when it Is possible to trace such con
ver-s'jons as take pI-ace through certain human instrumentalities; but when the 
.spirit of .the Lord' ireally' goes forth in revival power, invoaria'bly there ·are 
instances of people being converted when alone and under the direct oper·ation 
of the Spirit of God upon the heart and conscience. Some such instanceS' of 
that sort we have recently obs.erved. We note two caSles, both of them hus
bands. The fil'Slt i·s that of a man whose ·duty takes him much away from 
home. HIS' wife had pl"ayed for his' conversion long andi earnestly, ,and at last 
her faith was reward'ed when on returning fro()m ·one of his' journeys her hus
band informed her that he h'ad been converted. A second occurred the last 
Sund'ay in June. A young wife had been converted some time before, arid on 
th'at evening waS' burie.d with Ohrist' by baptism. Her huSiband witnes·sed hel;" 
act of obedience; and was .there and then so deeply ·convicted (If sin that he 
could not st'ay in the ·service !tnd immediately le~t. Somew·here, after he had 
left the building, he pass·ed a motor-car in which there were two little children. 
The window6 were down, and; the children were looking out of the windows 
and singhi.·g, "Come believing." The. testimony of .their childis.h- voices proved 
anoth'61" of the I{,i.ng'lS" arr.ows which are ever 'sha'l"p in the hearts of Hi's 
enemies. The sense of convIction d'eepened, 'and on the Monday, by the power 
of the Spirit, this y'Oung ,husband was, brought to 'his knees and ke,Pt upon ,~i.s 
knees hi a.gony befOiI"e God for four hourS', whereupon he ·surren·dered to ChrIsc, 
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and through ,a friend .f,'ant a message to t'he Pastor saying he desired to come 
to see him. He c'ame on Monday evening with a glowing testimony, and la'st 
Sunday the,se two husband's, wIth other,s. were baptized. 

Sunday evening,' July 4th, the ,Monthly Goinmunion and Reception Service 
wa,.s 'held at the close of the evening service. A visitor estimated the number 
of Communicants at one thouSland. There were not so m'ahy as that, but it was 
a 'great gatih'ering, especially for '8: J'uly ~Sunday evenin'g. Twenty-one new 
members were received. 

We shaH appreciate the continued prayers of Witness readers for the wor.k 
in J'arv.is ,Street. 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION, SENIOR LESSON LEAF 
VOL. 1.' T. T. SHIELDS, D.O., Editor, Toronto, Ontario, Canada No.3. 

Lesson 5. THIRD QUARTER. August 1st, 1926. 
Application tor entry a,s second-class matter i. pending. 

THE DEITY OF JESUS. 
LESSON TEXT: John, chapter 1. 
To be studied in harmony wit'h' th,e lesson te~t: Matthew 3: 13-17; 

Mark '1:9-11; 
Luke 3:21, 22. 

GOLDEN TEXT.-~The Word was made flesh, and' dwe'lt among us, (and 
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the_ only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth" (John 1:14). 

John's Gospel intI'lOduces us into th,e Holy of Holies -of the New Testament 
'rev,elation. ,S'ome rather fancifu~ expositors have ,seen in the four-f'aced 'llv,ing 
creatures of Ezekie,l's vf.S'ion, a representation of the four Gospels: th'e f-ace of 
a man ,re'presents Matt'hew describing especially our Lord"s human nature; the 
lion is ,t;a.ken to sym'bolize ,Mark. who begins hIs Gospel with the ministry of 
John coming as a lion from vhe wilderness; the ~ce of an' ox suggests the 
sacrifidal as,pect of 'Christ's minIs'try as set fortlb: 'by Luke; while John, Hke an 
e'agIe, ,soars at once into the higihoest beav'ens with the declaration, "In the 
heginnfn,g ","as the Word". 'WeH ma.y we ta'ke our shoes if.rom off our ,feet as 
we approach this burning bush, f,or we are on h'oly ground. 

I. THE ETERNAL WOR,D. 
1. The pre-existent One is introduced. JO'OO' does not begin witoh Bet-Me· 

hem" nor even with_Gene'sis: here 18 a ",beg,i,nning" earlier ibhan th'e "begin
ning" of Genesis. That is th,e "beginning" of ,cl'e'ation: h:ere we have the date
les'o, me'Rsurele'gos, unimaginable, past, "the beginnip,g" of al'l beginnings. Only 
as we thus conceive ()f Ghri-st 'Shall we understand Him. , 2. The Word.' The 
'Logos repr-esents the utterance, the manifestation, the reveLation of Divine 
thought and purpo~. WeH a,s Jesus ChrIs't so named; and in Him every' 
word, uhwt God' has ever s'poken fin.ds< cOlm'plete uttera.nce; He ,is' the DIvine 
Ultimatum. 3. ,Before time was born, the Word was with God-there is no 
evolution here. God',s thought is eternal; Infinity know,S' no bound'S of time 
or ,sen'se. '4. "The Word was God." A. 'wo'rd is, an ex<presailon of IpersOI1li8JI1'iy, tlhe 
utterance of thought 'and' will. So Jesus Chr.ist w-as alway,S' God,.. He was s'et 
up from everI8.'sting. from the Ibeginning, ,or' ever the ear.th was, formed: 5. 
The Word was the Creator ·(vs. 3; see .Col. 1:15-17). To ,thIs alsoQ Genes,is 
agree!;:.-"God said", "God ,said". "God said".--: .... 'By the Word 'of the Lord were 
the heavens made and al:l, the ho'st of them by tJ:1e 'breath of Hi'S' mouth". See 
also Prov: 8-: 22-36. 6. "In Him was life." Science ,searches vainly for the origin 
of Ufe. ['1 is found ,alway/s, tJhlilt lIiife comes from 'a,ntecedent 'aIre. 'Betwe'en !the 
livin~ and the non-living. there is a great gulf. fixed which no human power 
can ~rosS'. But here we ,Ii'ave ,the Source 'of life': "In Him wa's'life"; and all 
life, in all realms, comes' from Him who is the Lif~. !n the l~rgest, fuUeS¢,. 
universal sense, He is the Way, the Truth, ,and th'e LIfe; He IS the Crea:t<!r 
and the Ori'gina,.tor 'of, life; and there is no life ,anywher'e 'but by Hi'S will. 
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7. "The life was the Light of men". Whatever !l'eveJ:a.tion .of God there is in 
nature (\See R>om. 1: 19-21} is a revelation tb,rou~h Christ the ,Creator, for an 
th1llgs were made !by Him; and H~·s life Is everyWlhe.re ,the iLigIh-t of iIIlIen. 8. 
"The Light shineth in darkness". :SuClh~ight81&ils j·n nlllture .comesf,rQmC"briSlt· ,,0 also such li-ght as ds in Ufe and consciem:e and revelation-aill S1hines fro~ 
phrist. 9. "The darkness comprehended it not". There are two ,pcs·sible inter
pretations of this,: that the darkness did not receive, or understand·, the light; 
pr, ·that the darkne·s·s faUedl to apprehend it, or to llay hold on it with purpOStl 
of suppression. :aut bot:h are true. The Light still >SIhines, and no pow'er can 
ava,il to extingui:sh it. Albeit the world abides in darknes's, and the rulers of 
this world's d'arkness are not ,yet 'wbdued. 
:11. THE COMING OF JOHN, 
, 1. He was a man sent of God: "How can they preach e<xcept t'hey be ,sent"? 
2. He came to bear witness of the great Light; and that i-s the function still 
'of eV'eryo!lle .who has seen t!hwt iLi·giht: "Ye lS'han be wtitnesse's unto Me". 3. 
:The Light that lighteth every man,-is there ·wch a Li~ht? Does God witness 
'to al!} men? The light ,of nature i-s· the light of ChriSlt (see again Rom. 1: 19-21) 
,which ~eaves men "without excuse". The light of conscience al&'o -is the ligiht 
of Christ. See Rom. 2:14, 15 .. 4. The unknown Creator (vss. 10 and 11). He 
came ·to an al1en world, to 11. rebel ,pilanet: though the C-reaoor a.nd Pro,pf'ietor, 
He was a ,stranger in His own world. And so He is sUI1. Some day, however, 
the whole crea;tion wilb ackn·owledge Him. 5. Yet the King is recognized by a 
loyal colony (ve.'3. 12 and 13); by them He is received Iby faith; they become 
sons, being born of God·. Tlhese verses are o·f great s·ervi·ce ,in pointing the 
unconver-ted' to Christ, showing that conver,sion consis'tis in receiving Christ, 
and th'at receiving Chri,s't consisis in believing on His Name; 'and that when 
we thus beHeve we become sons; ,and we become 'sons because we are begotten 
of the Holy Ghost. 6. The Word is the supreme Reve.lation of God (vs. 14). 
The veil of flesh conceal's', while it revealllil, the Divine glor.y. 

IN. THE WITNESS OF JOHN-Vss. 15-18. 
(1) Chri:st is before all; (2) fih·e Source of all grace; (3) superior ,to Moses; 

(4) the only Revelation of God. 

IV. THE RECORD OF JOHN-Vss. 19-36. 
1. The first day. John i,s an anonymous vQice, and proclaims Christ 1;he 

Mes,s"iah (vs:s. 19-28). 2. "The next day"~prodaims tJhe "Lamb of God", and 
the "Son 'of God" (ys:s. 29,34). What is our second day's record? We talk of 
CihriSot on ,Sunday, ,,'lit what is our tesHmlO1lY t,he "next dwy"-MO!Ilday? 
3. "The next day after" (v·s. 35). StHI the same witness, "The Lamb of God". 
If we maintain Sunday'·~ testimony on Monday, what ,is the, record of our 
Tuesd·ay? 4. Only 01' the third day did' men turn to Christ as a result of John's 
testimony. If our th!l'e·e days are consistent with each other, we may have 
more conversi-ans on Tuesday than on Sunday. 5. John introduced Jesus as 
the Divine Sin-Bearer: "The Lamb of God". We must know Him in this choar
·Rcter, or we shall never know Him at all . 

. V. THT FIRST DISCIPLES OF JESUS .. 
1. John introduced his disciples to Jesus, and they found Christ's dwelling 

only by following Him. There is no other way of finding Christ's add'l'ess. 
2. One' of the first finds a third, his own brother. If we are ·born one by one, 
,an-d die one by one, so must we be saved· one by one. 3. Jesus ·findeth Philip. 
We 'IIl·ust not ISlh'llt God up' 'to one method. Some ipeo.ple s'eem to be saved by 
direct operllltion of Divine grace without human agency. If there is a Philip 
whom you cannot find, 'ask Jesus to findl him for you. 4. Philip findeth 
Nathanael, and- tells him that he has found Christ, whereas, in truth, he had 
been found by Him. 'Thus the Gospel Is' spread from one to another. 5. How 

. prejudice is overcome,-"Come and see". 6. If only men will come to Christ, all 
difficulties will be dissolved (vs·s. 47-51) . 
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