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Preached in Jarvis IStreet 'Church, Toronto, .Sunday· ;Morn~n.g, June 13th, 19126. 
(StenographicalLy Reporf"ed.) 

"Put a ring on his hand."-Luke 15: 22. 

~
ET us .boW' together in !prayer: 0 Lord our God. we seek this morning 

the 1l1umination of the Holy Spirit bhat 'We may .Jearn something Otf 
the treasures of Thy grace. 'We than,k rI'h.ee for Thy Holy Word, so L fuH of exceed'ing grelllt an·d precious promises, So :full of the ·wisdom 

~ and knowledge of God. We ·pray that we may have a'blility this WW morning to enter Into Its treaaure-loouse, and that we may have bbe 
capacity .to receive that which 'lbou W'Ould'st bestow upon us. We 
lWould go !from tihds piace this mornin·g wiser 1Jhan wolLen we ca.lne; 

we would go away stron,ger, in the strength which Thou dosb slllP'Ply; and w.e 
desire a:1so to go ~m this place richer than when 'We came. Th()u hast saId: in . 
Thy W()rd that "every 'good gUt and every pe~ect .gift 'is from a;bove, and 
cometh 'down ih'om the @ather of lights, wilth whom is no Varia:bleness, neither 
shadow of turIVing." Ib j.s Thy del:l:ght .to give, Thou art. always giving, Thou 
dost give IDlOre grace. Thou hast ~rom~sed ,that we ·shall be anoonted with 
fresh oil; "Dhou hast saId that "t'he path o·t :the just ·is as :the shining light, 
that B'hineth more and more unto the 'Perfect day." I'Dherefore we 'Pray Thee 
to ihelp us by Thy 'gmce, that we may make some ,progress <in the d·iv'ine Ufe 
to-day, that lWe ·may ·get a lijttle neM'er to God, that .we may :become a Ut~le 
more like (}b.rIist,. tihat we may -more perfeetl'Y d'O the wUl of God ifrom the 
heart, and that in greater measure we may exemplif.y ;the 'great tru·tJts of this 
gospel. :Make It:hls an hou~ of great JOY to Thy people; Oipen our eyes taJ.at we 
may survey our inheritanCe in Christ. If any are cast down th'is mornhig, 
be Tihou to such bheir glory and tJhe Ufter up IOf their head,s; !b.elip us to say, 
"Why art .thou .cast down, 0 my soul? and why art thou d'isqui8ted within me? 
hope :thou in God: for I ·shall yet praise him, who is the heaLth. of my coun
tenance, and my God." lBe Thou the Ihealth of OUT eOllntenance this morning; 
sen'd us from. this place with hwppy !hearts, and lWillh a song of joy and of 
triumph.u'Pon our Ups; bi'ling us out of the dal'lkness into 'the Ught, and froJll 
the shadows of the vaHey Ito the clear SIIlnI1'g!ht ()f the mountain tOlp, and fro:m 
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defeat and discouragement. bring us to vict'Ory and tri·umph. So take tJhois 
serv'ice an·d use it .for 'l'hy glory, Itnd all other services where the unsearchable 
riches of Oh·rist ar~ proclaimed. We as'k U in Jesus' name, IAmen. 

I have 'Chosen a very slwrt an'Ci siim-ll'le text, 'IPut a ring on ib.lis band." . It 
is a IP'&rt, as you know, of the story of the prodigal's reception in his father's 
house, and the father has commanded .t,hat. they slhould !bring 'forth the ":best" 
robe and put U on him. W'h.aIl can a man Ihave better than God's ibest? When 
He has ordered the !best ;rolb6. what yet remains ·for even God Hdmself to ;bestow? 
The 'Ciifficulty 1s, we do not ~now what is God's .best. He is alble t.o give us 
thab whdclb. we as'k; He is able to d'o ·for us that !WIhicib. we thin·k, and WlM·ch 
defies ex;pression, the dreams which cannot 'COm-mand words, the desires that 
a.re ina.rt1-culate-He is llible .to .give us that which we think; and many of our 
best and most etrec17ive prayers are. ~el'lha.ps, our ,tIhoughts, 'WIhoat we think in 
our hearts more ttJ.an wl):J.at we say with our Ups. But we ;rea'Ci tha.t He is 
able to gdve us 81bove that wh'ich ·we ask or tWnk; :Hle an go !beyond our 
ask.ing, !beyon'Ci our thinllJ.ing. In this realm, imagif.na.tion'.s utmost stretch in 
W'on'Cier dies away: lHis ~loans. for us are so much hdlg'her and deeper. and' broader 
and richer lIhilln anything we 'could' ask !O·r think. 

Then you ;remember in the text to wlid.ch 1 have referred it is saJi.·d bhat ''!he 
is able to do exceeding 81bundan,Uy above aU that we ask or thin·k." It is like 
a man who has just .got a gUInipse of the infinite treasures of grace; and the 
idea, the conception, of the unsearch8lble riches of IOb.MSb is stl'lU·g.gling for 
expression-"exeeeding abundantly above all thllit we ask or !Ilh.ink", and that 
not lO,bjectively, not something lIlpart from ourselves, ibut "acoordin.g to the 
power that worketJh in us." He is alble flo !bring us into harmony with that 
world of infinite wealth beyond·. How wonderi-ul it ds!-"Bring forth the !best 
robe, and put it on him." We a.re so often contented, not only wdth the second 
best, 'but owith SIOmetMng less tilian .that. Wlhat a meagre, imp.overislhed Ufe 
many of us Bve! How many there are who are fond of asking, IWhat is 
essential to salvation? !How little W'i~l do? Wlhat is the edne qua non? Wib.at 
is· .the .least :possi,ble measure'? How little f·aitib. 'can I have? How litllle 
obed·ience 'is expected: of me as a Ohristian? .ob, my .frien·ds, the Lord never 
tauglht us suoh Mttle !prayers as that. The prayers that are divtlnely-inspired 
are large and rioh and comprehensive. You <:an measure a man's spiritual 
g.ro'W'th, very 'largely, 'by his prayers: the man 'WIho mn use one prayer ;for 
~en years is like the man who can wear one coat for ten years-he is not 
growing at all; his spiritual life is of the same dimensions: But. d·f we are 
climbing the mountain-side, get.ting up to ·bh·e Mghest reaches of llfe, then we 
shall begin to pray large 'prayers, we shall !be I8.s·kdng ;for God's lbest. .This 
prod~.gal, you know, dtd not eXipect anything U·ke that:. the wanted sa],vabion, 
.and he thlOught of salvati~n as a .place inside his father's 'b'ack door. He said, 
"If I cou·ld get somewhere among the hired servants so that I mIght. ihave enough 
to eat, for the hire·d· servants have '·bread enough and to spare', if I eouid ibut 
have a Idttle share of iIlhat surplus in the ·serva.nts' quar.tel'lS, ·1 shoul'Ci be satisfied, 
I woo,ld not even as'Ie to sU at the ta'ble with .the fami:ly." And· !he came home 
wdflll no larger y.iew of 'his father's hospitality than that, that ·he would probably 
find a place among the servants. You will rememiber ·that he ib.ad mad:e u.p his 
prayer, .~ am no more worthy to be cal·led: thy 'Son: maJke me as one of toby 
kired servants." A great. many of us take rank among the hired: servants; 
we still think we are pa,yin'g for our .bread and ·butter, and that we a·re gebting 
the llttle that we ask for: we ib.ave not learned the meaning of the iFather's 
·bounty. ".Bring Ifol'tJh·1lle best roben-not a robe-he needed Ibhat; not a good 
robe-he need~ that; not eveD! a bea'Util'UZ robe,-U,but give him the very best 
the house can iprov.i.de." And that is ·the measure of -God's ;purpose for everyone 
of us, He desires that we should have His best. . 

But even bhen we have not reaclb.ed an adequate view of tthe Father's pur
pose: "'Bring .forth the ,best robe, anll' put it on hIm; . . . and shoes on :Ms 
feet." FlOor fellow, he is tired and footsore, ·give him shoes that he ,may ,walk 
--and food: ihow ilwngrYi ib.e qs! iBring for·th the ,fatt.ed 001,[, klH it, and ·let us 
eat and be merry, .give !him plenty flo eat. 

But, after all, ot!hese are the necessaries of life. You annot do without a 
robe, you ·cannot do wit:ihout sihoes, and you cannot do wilthout something to 
eat, can you? But bhe ,father said:, ",put 'Ii. ring on his hand·. I am 81'ble to gl·ve 

".l 

J 
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him not only the necessaries of life, ,but the lUlOIlries as well." Jesus Christ 
ca-me not that we mLght eat 'crumibs in the kitallen 'When the servants 'have 
finished, R'ot til!-at we miglblI be Slhut up to the ,bare necessities of Ufe: He came 
that we might .}ive '}uxUT.Loously: "I am come ilihat they migoht. 'have life, an'd 
that they might have 'it more abundantly"; ",Put a ring on his hand." ("Amen!" 
"Hallelujah!") , . 

Now that is my sl1bjecll this morning-I cann'Ot opreaah. on it; I 'can only 
take you d'Own to the jeweller's ·wdndow and say. "'See that? Would yO'll not 
Uke to iJlave it?" I can show you;the menu ana'teB you some of the 'glood things 
that are there for' you to eat, bull y'OU will have-to get them !for,you:rselif. And 
even then, it i·s ,Uke those 'big menu· cards tiJlat. 'you see lin some ,large :hotels in 
the Un-ited' IStates. 'I ·go to a go.od many of 'them, an'd I oan quite understand 
vb-at story that is told of a certain English divine. I think it was in 'New York 
tha.t he was ibein'g entertalined: 'by a !friend, and 'he went to. one of the ibIg iJlotels 
where they put !before you a great menu card-a:bout the size of a newspaper
there are hundreds of 1Jhings on it. The visitor put 'On his glasSes, and looked 
at it and sa:id, "What is tihat?--1Oh here, frien,d, order for me. 'I 00 not under
stand dt." When 'We ·talk rubout the ,unsear,chalble rialles of Oh·rist., about the 
super:latives of grace, lit is rather hard to ,get It into a few minutes, so I shall 
try only to sug.gest tlo y.ou some of the ,great th·illJgs t:h.a.t" GDd 'has in store for 
.those who 'love Him. 

. 1. . 
This suggests THE PLACE tD 'WIhdch the prodIgal is TestDred 'by ,divine g·race; 

the ring on 'his 'hand was an oin,d'ication o~ tiJle fad that he 'Was restored to the 
father's confidence. "l'he ring was, in some respects, sigIiificant of the father's 
name and' hDnour. fIlhe futher did not put. hijm 'On pro'bation and say, "I will 
see how ;you Ibehave for six mon'tohs, and -it you don't fa:B into disgrace agaJin 
thim I may ·receive you as -my son." He did not say 1:Ihat; ibut dnsbantly he said, 
"Give him the :best robe; and lest ·there be any doubt about his place in the 
famUy, ·put. a ring on.his hand; eo that evel"Y'body lWolU ·know that I have received 
him :back ltD my'heart; lIhalt 'I'ibave reposed ·in him ·my ~llest .cDnfidence; that 
I Ibelieve he has come home to·stay; and: il>hat he ds to occu~y a position In the 
family. for ever--:"'Prut a ringi, on his hand." 

!My deM' frIends, dt ·is thus our graCious God. restores us to confidence. 
Oh, how often we have been ,disapp'Ointed ·in each other! [ha.ve !had so many 
'peop,le come to me and tell me stJories, and I have Ibeen deceived again and agoain. 
'Sometimes I have said, "'WeH, I do not iknow :whether I will ever trust any:one . 
again after fuis"-oand then I gD and do dt the next day, and sometimes get 
cau:glbt again. We 'cannot know wlhat ds' -in man, 'but Jesus does know.. You 
rememlber it. is said', "'W'hen he 'Was in Jerusalem all the passover, on the ·feast 
day, many ibelieved in his name, when they saw <the miracles Wlhoich he did. But 
JeB'IlS did not ,commit Mmself unto men, Ibecause 'he ,knew aU men, and' needed 
not tJhat any should testify of man: for he iknew wlhat was dn man." The same 
word! is ,used. reaHy,--1ihey committed ;themselves ·to Him, they confessed' fueir 
faitlb. dn Him, they said, ''We trust Thee"; Ib'Ilt Jesus did. not trust tliem 
"·because he knew all. men, and' needed n'Ot that any 6hould testify of man: for 
he knew wihaIt was In man." !But He does tr:us-t us when thWl we really come 
t'O Him; for when He .puts a ring 'On our hann, He puts His ISpirit in 'Our hearts, 
and 'He receives us into Ml ·feJ.lowship witlha Himself-aHe counts upon us, He 
delpends upon us, He expects us t.o behave as chUdren of God. He actJual'ly 
believes our prayers; and f.f tJhe Lord' can Ibelieve your !prayers, then you ought 
to. ibelieve His promises; d;f He calls you a son, you 'Ought to ;be able to call 
Him your ·Father; if He trusts you in any ·meawre, how much more ought we 
to trust !Him! He restores' us to -confiden,ce. It wouln help us to pray, ill would 
helll 'US t.o olive, it would iJlelip us to rejoice, 'I th-ink, in the 'P'resenc~ of t:he Lord, 
oould we each remember tJhat He !has put a ring on our hand. 

Then again, the ring 'Was a to7r.en of affection. The father mtgohat have 
given him somethiing to eat, as ih.e gave the servants food; I su'ppose the ibest 
robe wag ,necessary off ihe wouold 1ive in the father's presence--I ,fancy that even 
llhe servan·ts were clothed wUh due propriety when in the ·father's presence
b.e needed II; TObe. iBut he did not need e. ring: that 'WIllS, a special token of 
affecti'On; it eihIO'wed that he 'bad a place ·in <the father's love: "Behold, 'What 
manner of ilove the FatJher hath bestowed upon illS, thrut we should be ,cal.oled the 



4 (132) THE GOSPEL WITNESS June 24, 1006 

son'll IOf God." lMy dear friends, to me i11 is very ·wonderiul that the Lord bas 
not ·kept us in ,tlul vestibule, or in the ou·ter courts of the teJIllPle; !but that He 
has afforded us access even to the Hol:y lof Holies, int.o His i1mmed4ate presence; . 
that He has privileged us to abide in His 'love. mbere He a good many IOf us 
who are w11Ung to iUve on sborter rations, on poorer fare: we do not take tun 
advantage of our privileges dn Ohrist Jesus tbe 'Lord.; aU we ask is: , 

".Some humble place among His many manSions, ;. 
Some Slheltering sbade where 'sin and striving ceas'e, ) 
Wihere fiows for ever 1lhll'oll@b heaven's .green ex:pansions ! 

The liver of His ,peace." > 

That is the p1cture of heaven some of Uttle faJ:tb have drawn, but could 
such a place !be "bome"? Have you not learned: that grBJCe gives you a place in 
tbe love IOIf God? '!bere was nothing aJbout us whi-oo. was of value to Him
we Ihad: "spen11 aU", but He ;Joved ·us for ourselves alone. Jesus has given ms 
heHt to a iPOOr bride. 'WIbat is our 'interest dn m.m? .no we aove iRis streets 
of gold, and: jasper wa3.t1s, and gates of !pearl, and' many mansiona--or 00 we 
love Him? Salvation 4s not heaven-it is JeBI\ls. 'l'his pnodigal coUild never 
have Ibeen hllJPPY 81mong the servan·ts, nor could he have !been content wf.th the 
besot robe; ihe never could have felt comfort8lble in hds tabher's ho·me lit there 
had remained' t1he possibility of his suspecting l1h8lt his father ·felt toward him 
as Ibis elder ;brotb.er did. 'l'herefDre his fe.flher said, '''Put a ring on hds hand 
that he may never !be in doubt 'Concerning the place the ooIds in my affection." 
And nothing 'less 1lhan snch a.ssuranoo. wHoI satisfy anyone IOf 'Us. The Ih·igibest 
merel:y h·uman JOY that we can ;know 'is, not. to be assured Ibhat we are rich, or 
'honoured, or feared, !but to know that we ihold a place dn somebody's 'heart which 
nobody else ean iflll: the highest joy is the joy of loV'ing and being ·loved. I 
do not !pity ·the poor in .health, in mental requiremen1l3, or material wealth
poor in ala these tbdngs, they may yet !be su.premely 'blessed wLth a wealth of 
atrectlon. He or Slhe lis the real pauper who ,loves nobody and whom nobody 
-loves; .mi1lW·ns of gold and: silver cannot enriCih the loveless sou'l. And, 
similarly, no mere ihope of heaven as a iPlace where the fiames of heH cannot 
reacib it . can satisfy the human soui; .11hough John'6 ~i-cture of the New 
Jerusalem·, ·w;1th streets of gold, and walls of jaSlper, and gates of pearl, be 
ltteraJ.ol.y true, Ibhere COI\l.ld be no real (heaven Ij,·f God di.d not love ·us: 

'~Sweeter .far than music 
Quivering fl'lom ,keys . 

That un,bind' 81N feeoling 
With strange harmonies. 

Thou art more and dearer 
TIIlan -aH minstrelsy; 

Only in TIlly !presen·ce 
Can Joy's .fu:l·ness :be. 

"All earth's flowerr pleasures 
Were a 'Wintry sea; 

Heaven itself wdthou-t Thee 
Darok as night would be. 

Lamb of God! Thy glory 
Is t(b.e light wbove. 

Lamb of God! Thy glory 
. Is Thy ,light of Iove." 

Then, my friends, I am SI\lre thalt that ring '/.008 significant of heirship; i·t 
showed: that ihe had !been restored ·to ihls ·p·l-ace in the family !)ike the o1lher SIOn 
to whom the father salid, "AU that I 'have:i6 thIne'" And' do you not rememiber 
that this same BOn onee sadd to 'his ,father, ''Give me ;flhe !portion of goods 11hat 
fw11eth to me. And he diV'ided unto them his livin·g. And not many days sIDter 
the 'Y!Dl\lDger son gathered all ·together, and -took ibis jouTneYi into Ii far country, 
and 11here waste'd his sulbstance In riotous Idving .. And when he had spent. aU" 
-the last farthIng of lot, w1hen lIle had 81bsolutely noth~ng left-''he 'began to be 
in want." And when 'he came home, he came with empty hands and empty 
pocket~, indeed·, there were any pockets iin his ra.gged clo11hes-tbut he came 
home wdthout purse or scriIP, in filthy garments, in filthy rags, DortJhing at 801,1 

r 
; 
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to commend Ihdm to h'ls father's presence: he had: llol'lfeited everythin'g. And 
yet Ms lather said, "Come in, my Iboy-get; iMm the 'best 'robe, and pull a ring 
on his han1i!; because I want everyone to know tJhat everything in this house 
belongs to him. The moment he 'becomes a son, I want the world to know, that 
he ,becomes an heir." 

We are eM-l'd'ren of God, "and: if ehi1ldren, then heirs; iheirsofGod, and joint
heir.s with Chdst"-all the wealth of -the Inlfinite God is ours. Why ,do we iIlot 
use it? Why do we not lCla.im it? !8om:e of .us im.a.g,l:ne that we ihave to go beg
ging ,mercies 81t His hand aU the time. We do COlID'e .seeking ,maooy 'when we 
ask iforr ,the itorgivenes's 0:1'1 6in, but ha.ve you not rre'ad thlllt Hie has "blessed us 
with.all s·piri·tual 'bleS6ings in heavenI·y pl1tCes in Qhri6t: according as :he hatlb. 
chosen us in him 'before the foundation lOf tthe .wo111d, 1Iha.t !We should be holy and 
wi-thout iblame before -him in 'love"?' You 'sometimes read in rtJhe P81per an ex
tract ,from eomelbody's wHl,.some rich man ihas 'died! and: you read: of the dis.posd.tion 
of his .property: he hillS left so much to 'his wife, and 60 muCh, to -the diffe,rent 
mero'bers oIf the family, so much. to charity, so muc;h ;to his servants-it is all 
distri,buted and everyone is remembered: in his wtll . .Aild if .it ha.ppens that there 
is one prodIgal son and he is forgotten, what capita.l is mad~ of that,-there is 
one son to w,hom nothl:ng was leift, 'there ,wa.s· one son w'oo ·w,as. disiniherited! 
My dear f,rlend's, in the la'Sit willI and ,testament ol our Lord, Wihen He.made Hi-s 
w-ill and signed 111 wi,th His own iprecoous 'blood, 'giving His Hfe a ransom for 
many, He ~aid up a store of wealth fOor everyone of His 'Child'ren which can never 
'be eXlhausted;. 'iVY e . are 'blessed-not, we shaH be, ,bu.t we are even now 'blessed 
"with all spiritlUal blessings 'in heavenly places in Ohril5lt"; He has provided: us 
with 8111 things that pertain .to 1i.fe and godliness. !Listen: every s'o-litary thin,g, 
every, grace ,that is necessary to enll!ble you to be the ·man or the woman,-or ,boy 
or girl, -to be ,t'he Chris.tian that God wants y·ou to ibe, every iSIOlita:ry ,thin-g ne!:es
sary ,to your g;llowth l:n :g:r,ace, to the en~argement and enrichment Olf your life, 
un,til at last you' come to 6tand without Ifa:ult before -the throne oIf God-every 
siILg-le grace is already ,provided for you in Clhorist; it is in the heaven'ly ,pilac8S\ 
All that 'H;e has is your,s, "All ,thin~s a.re Y'Our.s . . . and ye are C'hdst's, and 
Cth,rist is' God's." It is for us to appr{)pr:~ate, and the ~ing ds significapb of that 
fact. 

'Dhen t'he rin,g m!!ant that he had, some authority in his fathers Muse. Among 
OrieRflals, ,tihe ring was Significant :o·f authority: when Pharaoh promoted J'Ose-ph 
to tJhe posi,tlon of ruler oy.er all Egy;pt, 'he toak the rIng if,rom Ms hand and ,put lit 
'upon ,Joseph's 'ruan-d', and! he said, "Without -thee shruB no man un up his hand or 
foot in aU ,the land of Egy,pt"; and when Ahas'IIer,\lS promoted Haman, son 0If 
Hammedllltha, .the Jew,s' enemy, 'to 'be chief of hi-s dominion, 11e gave him Ms 
rIng, and Wihen Ha'man issued rtJh'e decree lIIuthorrizing the' destrillction ,olt the 
Jews, he ,sealed ,the'decre'e with the ring tha.t was upon -his Ihand, ,wh,icho signiilied 
the 'king's name, and the kiILg',s autJhorUy-and no one mlg:ht change, ,tha.t wlhich 
W&Sl seaIed w.ith the king's rin-g. And then wh,en H\IIman's' tre'8lchery lWas dis. 
covered and, he wa,s deposed, ,the .king too,k the ,ring from the ;hand o~ Hia.man 
and Ihe put lit on the, hand oif Mordecai, and he a.uthorized iMord,ecai ,to isilue an
other d'ecre,e ,rever,sing the decree of Haman, and bade him, .sign it ,with tJh'e 
k-in,g's ring, th'a.t no man mi.g!ht change any,thing that was .Issued :In the ~ng's 
name, and ,signed with ,tlhe 'king's 'ling. 

II .th.in'k dt wa·s sOIm'Sthln:g !like' that our iLord JeslLs meant when He said. 
"Whatsoever ;thou shalt ,bind on earth s,hllll'l ,be bound in iheaven: and wha.tso· 
ev'er tlhou shabt looose on 'eal1th sha.U ibe loos'OO dn ill'eaven." !W,e share the 
authority ,of Jesus·lChrist. Will'o ,gives us 'His name., and 'WIho says, "Wha.tsoeverlhe 
shalt ask th,e Father. in my name, he will g-ive it you." !TlLe Ifoath-er not only 
made ,tlhe prodigal his hei,!'; ,b-wt he ,put a rin·g on Ihis .hand, a symbol of th'at 
authority wlLich quaUflied illim -to approprilllte his .fnh'eritanoe. !I can fancy tlha.t 
when .he came hom'S', 'the servants w()'U'ld look at him somewlhat doubtfll'Hy and, 
say to one another, "I wonder jut ,how Ilong he w~U 'be'ha.ve him'seLf?" !Probably 
they would 'ha.ve, gIven him a very {",eluctaDit service, and i,f he is.sued his com
man,d,s .they 'Would h:ave',obey'ed rih some h,esitatlon-Jbut,the ·!f,a.ther sdd, ''PIu.t 
a ring on his Ihand. II, ,want all the servants to know tlllllt they are 'his .servants 
aa welt as mine, Jth.at they wliIl s,er:v>e Ihim as they serve ,me; 'I want H to ibe 
knowllL that ille has authority in this house" and tha.t aU the ,put is' forgo,tten." 
How :blessed: it is ,tha·t the very angel,s a're our servan.ts'; and that Wihen we come 
illito tlLe presence of God ,we come 'wltih the authortty at the iIl'ILme of Jesus 
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Oh·ri-st.. f[ do not .t·hink ~ my,self as· an ex./convdct-yet we were ronviets. We 
·i1l1J.Ve sinned to the 'lowest depths, and yet when iHe forgives us, He forgives us 
freely. ("Hal,lelujan.!") T.he very remembrance of sin win be .blotted out when 
w·e .g·et to heaven, and we shall .wal·k the golden streets as thoug~ 'We haod n,ever 
.sinned, except- as olp' eX!periences will enable us to magnify oth'e grace of God an 
.the more,-'~Put a ring on ·his Ihand." 

II. • 
. I, ha·d' a great deW. more to say to you: . I wanted ,00, talk about T.HE A!BUND· 

ANJO:B;l OF, GRAO'E as represented· in this 'l'ing, the obUtera11ion of the past, the 
,fact that the I~rd would lbave filS live IWdthout care. :Did you ever have to count 
'YUU'l" pennies Did you .ever .have so· ·muc.h that you did not have .to count 
them-did you'!' I read last nlg·ht of that' dIscussion going; on in Engiland be
tw·een lloyd George and Lord O~ord, and ·their com:pladnt tha-t Lloyd George 
did not reI-ea-se enough money. And he said, "We had to out our 'Coat accGrding 
to t!b.e cloth." ,Did yO'll ever use ·that ,phrase? ·Did you ever ha·ve to cut yoo·r 
coot according to .the· cloth '!I lAnd did· you ever :find that ·t!b.·e coa-t was ·rather 
em·all? You mo.th,ers, in yom family affairs, did you ever have to plan a little 
bit to see how you could turn thing·s Inside out 'and -upside down ·to make them 
last a !}jttle longer? ·Oh, the anx!ety of it aJl.H Would you not ld'ke to live with. 
out anxiety? WOUllid you not li.ke to have just about a mon,th anyway when you 
would have so much llb.at you wouId not 'have .to ,trOf\llble wbout anythin-g, when 
you cOllld just go on spending as muclh as you) liked, drewing on the 'bank for aU 
th:at yO'll need·ed, ordering everYlthoing that you wanted on the .taoble; and· d:f you 
diJd not like this coat, you could ,thll'ow' it away and· get a n-ew one; and If the 
shoe.s did not fit, you· woulLd not .need to go along Hm;ping but could get a new 
pair? Would that not 'be glorious for about a mon.th? 

fl'hat ds how· the Lord wishes us to Uve in· HLs house; to live as those who 
h-av·e good, clothes, and good shoes-He desi'l'es we should Uve like .princes. 
"See my ring?" Oh yes, II have known people to say t~at-':"See my l"in;g?"-a 
pwrticular kind of ring, yO'll know! Have you ever no·ticed some young. ladies 
w·hen ,they get a ring on -their ;h·and?o Ho·w ,they lean ,their head on their hand
be'Cause .they want ev~~one ,to see it. But in tbJis ring tlhere is the .pearl of 
peace, ,there is the ruby or dove, ·there is Ithe ·flashing -diamond of joy-I cannot 
tell you aH the jewels that ar~ there. But He puts a ring on our hands, and 
He wants filS to live in the in.finite, wi.thout Um1tation. We are not straitened 
in God, the lIIPostle said, we a.re strai1lened in ourse1ves': ibhere is no straitness 
in God, ;there ds absolutely no 'limitation in God·. "Wi·th God aU things are 
poss~ble"--and all th-in'gs are possible to h'im' .that believeth dIf Ille uses. :b.ts ring 
an-d claims what dJs in God' for ihim· ("'Amen! "). . 

There was ·a day (When peQ!plle 'IliSed to wea-r ''PO·ke .bonnets, and they objected 
to neckties-.anYlthin·g used: for adornment-they seemed to ilind. a virtue in being 
plain-and a g>l"eaot many of them did not need to ·be any .plainer .than they ·were 
by natu·re, they dJi'd 1I10t need toO dress them'selves up to make them.selves un· 
attractive; nature 'had· do·ne ·enOough in tha.t diTootion! But iI do not beUeve 
that the iLord wa.n1'B us to live a,.!lte.r that Ifaslhion, even ~n the materiai real·m. 
Of course, our moderatiQn IDf\lst be known ·to all men, Ibut I confes.s I !have a 
liking fOor pretty h·ats-il mean, on other people',s. heads-and for pretty things 
in general. I aka to see .people make ,the' bes,t of tlhemselve.s-it is a hard job 

. somel.'imes, !but I -like to see people make an attempt. at it anyhio·w. 
Do you not ·think the .Lord likes :00 see us well d·ressed-I ·mean in ;the moral 

and api·rimal sense-when we silt down at His ,table?1 [s it any !\Vond·er ·that He 
-decreed that 'We &hould wear tlhe best 'l'O'be? Nothin.g is too 'good for His pre· 
sence. There are ·some people who wear jewels, .but they have .two sets: if they 
have v'ery valua-ble jewels they have the reM thing and the imitation'; and 
generally they wear t·he imitation fur f·ear someone wiU steal them; 'but when 
they are received at Cour:t, ,when .they go into the royal ,pl"esence, then the royal 
jeweLs wre broug:ht Iforth and ·put on, and when they stand in ,the IP'l"esence of 
the !kin'g, nothdJng is too good to wear. Do you 'mow rthaot we al"e to have a.udi· 
en·ce of the King every day? We are not strangers to be. occa·siona:l,ly .presented 

.. at oCOiU·rt; 'We are memoeM of the Roya,I famoily, if you please, and we JLl'e to live 
In t!b.e King's presence, and· sit a-t the King's table every day. Therefore we 
ougihJt always ,to be ·wean·n.g the best robe-and the ring ,be·side. The . Lord has 

. made it possi'b~'e, by lUs: wondroUoS gl"aJCe, ·that we· ahould be redeemed from our 
native fIlgldnes·s...--and ·how fIlgly the old m'an is! ...... but He ih8iS made it possi'ble 

I 

\ 
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that we should ,be rede·em,ed from aU ,t'b.at. '1 -tMn,k t)he PAlmist got a glim.pse 
of this tru.th ·when he said, "Let ,the be8iuty of the Lord our God be on· 'lUI." iHe 
wHI make us 'Comely with His cometJ.1ness, an,d belltutliJftuL with His bell/Uty; so 
that 'we can .stand.in His presence wLthout spot or wrinkle or ·any sucih thdng. 

Would you not 'like to be a 'Dhrilstiatn? iWhy, ,there &4'e some of you who 
need a pair of shoes. You are ,going to have a rO'llg'h road to tra.vel to-morrow,' 
mY'dear !friend, it wiltl 'be a ,steep ,hiill you will have' to climb; and you will need. 
shoes of iron, and ,brass, and strength aecordJing .to your n'eeds. Wil'l you not 
come to get the shoes? Anid you need .the ,best robe. When you. look into the 
glass, when you ,re8ll1y :look dnto the glass, into ,this pel1fect law of Uibei-by, you.are 
a bi,t asham'ed of the ,coat you, have on, and you say, .... 1 coold not stand ibelfore 
God like ,that. He .know,s· me f,O!l" what .J am, and I need ,the best robe. i[ need 
something to ·cover ,me." The rabe of Ohrist':s rig.hteousness .win do It:h.wt. And 
would you. not ld,ke to·have .th·e rin;g, ,so that yO'll: can go iuto heaven's ibank. at 
atnY'time? . You do not need' a .pen, you ·know, just twke:the .promise and· stam·p 
i.t wi,th the r·ing; claim £1; say, '~I want 'help for to-day. [want grace for .to·day. 
I want a [egion of ang.els to hel:p me .tbJroug.b. to-day"-and you maY' alJwaYB 
have them. :S'olm.e of u.s would not be here .f.o-day were it not 'for ,the angels. 
Dr. ~osdi-ck, ,Uke ·the ancient Sadducees, 'saYis there are no angeJ,s.--,but some of 
us know better. 

I have given you but a glimpse in,to ,the g'lory. WiU you Ieome, atny Oif YO'll 
who have not received Christ, wiU you come and· receive the ring as well as the 
best robe? SupposIng· we all go out of this /Place thf.s morn:ing mUlionaires, 
would .that not ·be .fine? How would Y'OU tUke to go home a miHionaire ("Hi!.He
iU~8;h!") 'Why do·n't you ai'}' say, Amen? I was in a home some years ago i:n 
which -there ·was· a Uttle gdd of a'boUtt 'three and a halJf yes.rs, ·perhaps fOur, and 
Slbe and I g'Ot to 'be very great friends. (I am very ·fond: of Uttle girls about that 
age). One day I said ,to her, "Do you know, I thdnk YO'11 would ,be e'heap at a. 
milHon! I think anyone would· give a million doltlar,g for you." Her eyes 
'briglhtened and she said, "Cheap at a million!" When her father came home 
she ran to the door .and Staid, "iDaddy, .Dad'dy, I'se chea.p at a miUion." Her 
father .picked her up :in· hoi,s wrm&-and I really thin,k he believed it, that she 
would be c'heap Iltt a mUlJion. !But our 'Lord lqved us so much that He paid more 
than a million for us, even His IPrecious iblood'; He emptied heaven's exchequer 
to saw yO'll. and me; and dnstead of being in the wealth of His house and! Hving 
·in the lu~ury of 'His 'l'Ove, some peo,ple are stiltl outside, hu·ng.ry and cold ana 
desolate. Willy not come in as 'We sin,g our h~mn tlhtis morning, just as the 
llrodigal came home, Stay.ing, "Father, ·1 have sinned: against iheaven, and before 
thee, and am no 'more worthy to 'be called thy son"?-

"r.ve wandered far away f·rom God, 
Now i['m coming home; 

The patihs of sin 000 long I've tl'lOd, 
Lord, I'm co·ming home." 

THE TORONTO BAPTIST BIBLE UNION. 

A ilDeeting was Iheld in :the Lecture Hall of the Jarvis Street Church, Friday 
evenJi·ng, June 1'Sth, for ·the organization of ,the Toronto Branch od) the BaptLst 
Bible Union of Onta·rio and Que'bec. The Lecture HaJIl was crowded, from tfirontl: 
to back, the com·pany overflowing dnto ·the gallerle,s. lIt ·was a meeting. :that was 
g.reat in numbers and enthusiasm. Arte,r halif a.n hour'·s prayer, ,brief a:ddTe,seee 
were d91ivered iby Rev. Olifford J. Loney, of H'.a.omi'lton; Rev. W. E. Atkinson, 
Ohrist1e Street ,Church, ToroIVl:o; -Dr. A. T. 'Sowerby, Toronto; and the Edl~r oif 
t'hii:s pa peiI". 
. The fOillowlng officeI'tS W6!l"e elected: 'President: ·Mr. Thomas UrquhaJ'lt; Vice
Presidents, !Rev. G. W. Allen and Professor P. ,So QampbeH; 'Secreta.ry-Treasu·rer, 
Rev. Alex. Thomson; Eal,ecutwe Oommittee: ,Mr. W. G. Boadway, Parkdale; 
Rev. W. J. H. Brown, Annette 'Street; 'Pastor A. J. neldus, Fai·J'IbaDlk; Pastor 
W .. S. Whibcombe., ,Second' .Ma.r~ham; ·Rev. W. J. Thompson, Long Branch; Rev. 
·D. N. Cameron, Bedford Park; 'Rev,. J. iii. :Peer, York.m.tlls. 

tA. !laTge number of iIlew members were added. T·he Executive Committe.e 
wllQ lay plans at an eaJ'lly da'te for an aggressive campaign ,of. WOl'~. • 
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THE 'CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE TOWARD THE "MOVIES" 
Albout five years ago we remember reading that the chief of police of one 

of the ·largest cities on this continent had' said I1hat he :believed the "movies" 
were the greatest crim&llroduclq agency of the !present day;. We beHeve that 
every pastor 'Who seeks the spiritual weliJ..lbelng of the ·people and the churclh 
ilnder his charge will acknowledge that he can never depend upon frequenUers 
of the "movies" ,for any kind of definitely spiritual service. Christian pa;rents 
are nowadays' often at toheir wiots' end to know how to keep their child~en from 
frequen·bing pl8Jces of amusement and entertainment. 'W!bdch exercise a demoral
:izing influence ·wpon young minds, and not tlhe qeast 'baneful- in their influence 
among these places is the movie. Surely mothe·rs and fathers 'have a right to 
ellipect that the Ohristian Church at 'least. wi'll oo"Olperate with them in tiheiir 
endeavour -to /promote 11he 8IPirltual interests of their chlildren. But are not 
suoh il61'ents of,ten disappointed? . . 9 

The Wiatc1l.man"Ji}a:aminer of New YOl"lk is author:lty dlor the ,f0110wing wMch 
appea·red in the issue of ·that p81per for June lOitb.: 

'It has been announced that a great movIng picture fllm, depicting -: 
the s1lruggles and victories ·Vhat have been the o.u-tstanding events in the 
goLo·rious history of tohe Baptist denomination, is a'bout to ,be made. This 
gigantic scheme ·will be sponsored by the BaJptist World AUiance, and 
,Lt is planned thoa,t the picture wHI be shown for the first time when tlhe 
Baptist World' tAHiance meets In Toronto, .canada, dn ,the summer of 1928. 
Dr. iE. Y. Mu<H1ns, ·the president of the Al Hance, wi11 illave the c<Kloperliition 
of .Baptists I1he 'World around in tille production of the scenario(l' and ,the \ 
s·cenes·. Hon. cari IE. Millken, well acquainted wi.th the moving !picture 
·I·ndustry • .'has . promised his hearty co-operati~n." 

T·he Hon. Carl ·E. ·Mi,liken referred to is an. ex .. Preside·nt IOf the Northern 
.- Baptist Conven·tion and ,prest-ded all the :Seattle meeting of 1;ohllllt 'body In 19205. 

He is President of ,tohe Foret,gn Missions Society of the iNorthern Convention, 
and is also at t'he same' time an executive ,offlcer..:...we bel:ieve---.secretary, of tohe 
Movin'g Pi'Cture Trust of America. WhiJther are Baptists driftting when this 
sort of thing is poss1lble? 

. And now the Baptist World Amance under rt:he Presidency of -Dr. E. Y. 
MuIHns. is to sponsor a 'gIgantic moving /picw.·re 11hat is to be es~ntially .Bapt.ist. 
Of course ·the film itself will .be unobjection8lbJe, and 'we shall e~se ourselves 
to tohe char·ge of ,being ·'narrow" 'by daring ·to put a questIon mark after ~he 
proJect. But ",HI it 'he'1p the spiritual ,Ufe of our chul"lches, will it strengtfu.en 
the hand of our :pastors who are endeav:ouring ·to 'PUl'ge tb.ei·r churches of 
worldliness and to lead ·their peop·loe to ·1iuUer consecration; wi1~ it reinforce the 
hearts iof hundreds of thousands of Bwptisll parents ·concerned for the welfare 
of otheir ohHdren, for the World Baptist AHiance thus to sponsor and adver-tise 
the movies? 

At one evendng session of the !Northern Convention 81t Washing1;on one of 
the Board'S 'PUt on a theatrical· ,performance in illustration tOf ·their work. We , 
at least find it d-i-fficuIt to 'bel'ieve that the iHioly Spirit uses f!.u'ch means as these. 
And the iMumn~miken !Baptist movie ds to 'have its "first ,night" In Toronoo! 

MEETINGS UNDER ·THE AUSPICES OF THE ONTA'RIO AND 
- QUEBEC BAPTIST BI'BLE UN'ION. 

T,he Executive Committee of the ,On'taJI'lio and Que·bec Union is no.w buslly 
e'ngaged laying 'plans for t'b.e .holdinog of meetings thoroug,hollllt the terrltory e.f 
-the 'Ontario and Quebec 'Conven,tlon. it is e:x:pected that meetings win ilIe held fo 
in tweri:tyJfIi,ve or thiTity different centl"les, and t·rom fif·teen ;to twenty speailool"lS' I . 
wlU be engaged. rI'hus there is Ukely ,to 'be a "cel"Itain liveliness" on aU. fronts 
throughout the sUmmer. -

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION MEETING AT W-I'NGHAM •. 
Under the aus·p!ices· of the Baptist BI,ble, Union of .the Walkerton .Associatlon, 

-a 'meebing ·wUl be Iheld· in Wingham, J.i'r:l.day, June 2'Dth. (fhe 'm'eeting will ·be 
addressed by S,tudenbs W. G. Brown, A. J. Fieldus, W. ,So Whiotcombe.; Rev. 10. 



8A (13GA) THE GOSPEL WITNESS June 24, 1926 

i 
, 'f 
.'. 

June 24, ~925 THE GOSPEL WITNESS . 

Jarvis St. Baptist Bible School at Tea. Transportation ~uild ing, Exhibition Park, Toronto, June 22, 1926. 

(136B) 8B 

Part of Jarvis St. Baptist Bible School at Annual Picnic. Outside Transportation Building, Exhibition Park, Toronto, June 22, 1926. (A large number of others were still at tea inside, 
while many others were aca:ttered over the grounds. These would have, added, it is estimated, about 300 to this company). 
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J. Loney, the, Presid'ent of the Ontario and QU'e'bec 'Branch of the Baptist Btble 
Union; the Editor of tJhls paper, anI! othera, iDt Is expected that a oom'pany of 
thlil"lty will journey from Toronto to Wing,ham,.in a 'Toronto T,ra1lSlpor.tation bus 
on th·e day arppOi-nted. We 'hope to .give a br.ief report Of this moeeting next 
week. 

BAPTIST BI,BLE UN,ION MEETIN'G IN OWEN SOUND. 
The, Editor of thIs paper has accepted an invitation to addTess a II);eeting 

under the s,us·pices of the Ba.ptIst Biob'le UnIon, to ibe held in ,the is·avoy Theatre, 
Owen Sound, Tu-esday evening, Jl1lne 29th. He, wtH'l be accompanied, it ds ex
pected, bY' the same speake,rs who win ,address t'he meeting at Wingthe.m. [t
is expected that large numbers of Baptists if:rom outsid,e ,points witH attend both 
th~e moeetin,gs. W,e .shoall ,g.ive a r,eport of this meetln.g aLso in next week's 
iss·ue'. 

BA·PTIST BIBLE UN·IO·N MEETING IN HAMILTON. 
The 'Ed~tor of The Gospel Witness wiH address the ,Baptist Bi!ble Union 

meetin,g to .be hel:d ,in Ham'ibton, Tuesday evening, July Sth. In atH the·se meet
ings the present attitude of M'oMaster Univer.sity toward Model'ni.sm m'bl' be the 
main subject of di-ElCussion. 

TRUE EDUCATION. 
A COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS. 

By the Editor. 
Delivered in connection With the Oommenc~·ment iExereises at WtheMon College, 

. Wheaton, HI., June lJ6tb., 19216. . 

Without flattery, but w~th the utmost sincerity, I :feel constrained vo eXlpress 
my ·deep gmtitulle to God-a sentiment whiM I know 1-8 shared ·by a 'great 
multitude of ,people---tior Wohea·oon tQoHege. When so many 1nsbitution·s of hdgher 
learning ihave become cul-ture"beds ,for the ibreedin.g of ideas wthich are destruc
tive 'Of a1-1 lOh·risrtian .fai-th, evangelicals of every name must rejoice that there 
yet remain a few ·colleges, of wMeh 'Wlheaton 'is one of the most conspicuous, 
in which, the Bi'ble is stUI 'believed to be nhe Word of God, and· Jesus Christ is 
worsh,iilped as the ,Son 'Of God, and God the ISon; an-d where the cardinal 
principles of Evangelical Christianity are taug,ht and defended. Such institu
tions are f'Ortresses of truth; and are doing much to hold the line against thE! 
enemy in bhe -long 'war ibet·ween -RevelationaHsm and lRation8llism. 

I 'beg aJso Ilo be ,permitted to express my own hearty felicitations ,both -to 
President ·Buswell and to this Oollege: to the President, that :he has ,been 
honOtUred by having ,been selected ,for a !position in which n.e may freely exercise 
a greall evangel;J,cal, -teaoh'ing ministl'.y; and to the Co~lege, that it has found 
a man so able and determined to maintain .the evangelical and educational 
traditions of Wiheaton. . . 

,My words this morning, however, will ibe directed espemaHy to the·membe·rs 
of ,tJhe graduatiIlg\ classes. I venture 00 offer }"OU, young tladIes and- gentlemen, 
my very hearty congratu-lallions on havin,g reaClhed 'What, perbJa.ps, has long 
seemed to you to .be the pea:k of }"Our am'bition; or, what some of }'IOU ,possibly 

• may Ihave regarded as the ul'mmate haven of your desire; 'Or, a,s the end of a 
long and ar.duaus journey of e~p'loration in quest of a new WIO-rld of knowledge; 
or, what some of you may have an-ticipat'B·d: as the achievement of the final 
victol'Y in the wa·r that must ·be waged for the ilossession tOf Wisdom's ,treasures. 

I congr8)tulate you, I say, on haVing :reached 'What, in the ibeginning of your 
course,. you may ha.ve regard'ed as the goal; bu't it must he my tas'k this 
mornin'g 00 en'deavour so to deflne and iden1lify the place at which you have 
arrived- in Ufe's great adventure, as to show }'IOU that you really have not 
l'eaclled ,the thtighest peak, 'but have onoly put on you·r shoes in the early morning 
for a Lon.g, .long, day ,(JIf moun'bain-cHmb'ing. Your intel'lectual s:htitp bas not 
reached her haven, !but is now: weighiin.g 'anmor and! unfurling her sails', li'ke 
Solomon's shitps of Tarsthish, ,Ill) ·go to Oph:ir .for gold; and ,thoug:h you ,have 
made a t'Oi-lsome journey, your feet thave touched but the ,frin.ge of the shores 
of the great 'COntinent of Truth Wihose tin-terior no ·mortal has yet ·ex.plored.; 
while. su0'h victories as YlOU have aohieved ha.ve ,been only the slaying of a Ilion 
and a bear in the wilderness -In preparation for Ure-d'On'g battles against ehe 
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giants Oof PMlistilll ·who would: 'bar your passage tOo IIhe possession of a 'kingdom 
and.a crown. I 

I shalol nOot apo,logize in this Ohll'istian institution ,for Ibringing YOoU sueb 
oounsel as I ihave to offer from this ddvine treasury of wl.sciom wihich we call 
the Bible; ,for aU that is no'blest in art, and truest in Utleratu·re, and subUmest 
in music, and just in 'law, and equitalble in commerce and indiu&try, and 
beneficient in educatdon, and vital In religion, have ,found their spring and 
inspiration in the BIble. . 

Willat is the Bible? 'J.i'rom Genesis to Revelation, ill is the Il'ecord God' has 
given to us of His .Son. For, 'beal'i 'in mind, the Old 'Testament is just as truIy 
a record of Jesus tOhtl'lietl as the New. The Bible is an inspired and: infaHible 
'biography of one ·Person, and that 'Person 18 the Author of Truth, ·and ttbe 
Creator of a1'l thing's, "for by h-im were all things created!, that are in heaven, 
and that are in ealtJh, visible and invisible, whether tlLey be thmnes, or 
dominions, or ipTinoliPalities, or powers: aU things were creailed by /him, and 
for ·him·: and 'he is ,before all ttihings, and .by him all things consist." Therefore 
if we hold be,fore our view the whole sweep· of 'rime-the' past, ·the present" 
and the ,future-lot has been, andj ever ·wili !be ,true, that "in languages, an lUera· 
ture, in h'istory, in all ,branches of ·science, .in m.a:themallics.inlplhdlosophy.in 
'1'eligion, "w·hatsoever things are true, wihats,oever tUldngs are 'honest. whatsoever 
th'ings are jus-t, whatsoever tthi.ngs are pure, whatsoever things are ,lovely, 
wha.tsoever t:h.ings are of good ·report", whatsoever vhere ds of virtue or of 
praise in all the un'iveraal d'omain. of Trullh find their beginning and enddng, 
their. Alpha and Omega, ijn Jesus Ohrist. 

·Before I suggest to you certain .bi,bIlcal 'principles which we shaH turn 
over fur the guidanice of our thought tMs morning, I would pause to enquire, 
What is edJu.cation? Wlhav is it in itself? What is i,ts ,function? What is its 
ultimaJI:e pU'r:pose? Wihy have you spent ,these years in Wheaton, and What are 
you DIOW advantagted by your stay? Education must never 'be regarded as a 
finaJdty; fol'l i,t knows no terminus, it. is never s·taUc, it is never finis.hed, it is 
never complete.. Education. is ,not a Ipossession, lbut a prpcess; not an achieve
men,t, 'but an al'lt; not a sword, 'but swordsmanB'hip; not a 'box of tools, ibut 
skill to use tiJ.em; not a !pen, 'but a mind to inSIPi-re it; not a kingdom, ,but 
wisdom to govern it; not a. oha;riot 110 ride dn, Ibut wings to ·fiy with. Hen'ce, 
edu'catlon is mbje.ctive nIIthe'l' than objective; ibut it is a discipline whioeh 
effects a su'bjective s·tate Whdch is in harmony with objective truth,. T·hat ·Is 
00 say, it is not in books, but in the man himself; lot ds IlJOt ,that Wlhdch is 
wriotten on .ta'bles of stone, but that wih·ich is written on lIeSlhJy ·tables of tihe 
heart. And· I venture to alltinn ttbat no man is ibeing educated in tihe truest 
sense unless IIhe princ~ples of! the Bi.ble, which reaJ.1y emana;te from the Author 
and Sou·rce of Truth, RIl'e being Blpplied for. tihe discipline of the whole man, 
and for the definition of trutih in aH rellilms. 

One of the proefs of the ·dIvine character of llie Bd'ble, for me BIt least, 
consists in the fact thBlt Its principles are 'in accord witih tihe nature of things; 
for the Bilble i.s superna.tu'1'Bll ·in the sense that it is ttbe Ward: of the Sovereign 
of nature, and tha;t it reveals that whi(lh is 'beyond' t:ha reach of unaided Ihu,man 
reason. iBut ·there is a sense in IW'hich :it is never contrar,y to nature, fur it ds 
ttbe Word of t:he Author of the nature of things. .As an HolustraUon of Us a.ccord 
with the nature of things, I caH ;your attention to two bibHcal pr.i.nci'ples whicih 
au a part of the wa:np and woo.f 'of life. In Galatians IIh.e Apostle iPaul descriibes 
certain ·people as desiring ,to ibe under tille law: "Ye that desire to lbe untier tIlbe 
;law, do ye not hea-r the law?" ·But he also descri'bes a kind of life that ds 
subject to no o:bjective 'law: '''The fruit of the Spiriv is love, joy, :peace, long
'suffering, gentlenel'l's, goodness, faith, meekneS'S, temperance: against such there 
is no -law." . 

I. 
Let us look, tillen, at IIhese two iprinctples in juxtalposition and contrast. 

Paul was- wri-tin.g 00 certain people who desired a ceremonial mould ·for the 
regula.tion of their religiOoUS life.' Anii' lliat Il;ttitude of mind, dn a cel'tain carnal 
or natura;} state, is !Common to us all. One wbIo' is not master of tMs steering 
wheel may desire to ihave fianged wheels to his car thall it may run on prescri'bed 
tracks. TIlds attitude indicates a desire to 'be subject to environment, to lean 
upon others' opinions, to transfer responsI.bi11-ty to ano·ther'e wi:1I1, fro Jive a 
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life which may lazily su.p int,D- a ready-made mould. Those who exempUfy this 
atti<tude toward ldofe, do not choose the ib.a.t 'whi-ab, is 'becom1ng !but that which 
fa.eJrlon prescri'bes; ,they do not,. desire that which. is essentially true :because -it 
is true, ;but t.ha,t Wlhich aJccords' with' de intellectual V'Ogue of the day. They 
prefer a waJn at the edge of the .precipice, to a mental and pih;ysioaJ. !poise which 
wou'ld make them unafraid Gil that which is high; ·they ,prefer an out,.ward ~aw 
to an inward princiJple; they would .be oom!pelled to duty l"8Ither than impelled 
to volunt.ary service. . 

The second. principle ibelongs to the nature of things. There ds a na,ture 
·"..-blch ihas an in'berent ri,g.ht o·f self-expression; tilieI'e is a life against whose 
full and free expression "there is no law." We hear much nowad'ays about the 
right of "self-expression". The justification of fuM contenu.o·n depends upon 
the na,ture o·f the self to !be expressed. Tlbere is a seJ.f which merits crucifixion; 
and there are ,principiles against whose expression t,.here is no Jaw. I.f yOU go 
into the or.Cihard in the eal"ly summer, and .find on ·the tree a tdny apple, and 
put about it a glass mould the shape o.f a ,pear., Jthe a.pple wi};} grow into the 
mould, and when you 'br~ak the mould, the IIJPple will look very much like a 
pear; 'but df you give it 00 a 'boy to taste, he will say, "You hYillocrite, you 
were only an apple after 11.11." But if you leave that ap.ple on the tree w1th 
on,ly the free air fur Us environment, it wiH express the law of its own inner 
nature and grow into a larger ap,ple. 

That is a simple iUustration of the difference between these two prin· 
ciples, between law and grace, between Sinai- and Calvary~between the com
pulsion of .the fir·st mile, and the impul.&ion of the S'econd. 

Let us look now at ·a few iUustrations· of these principltls. You may see an 
iHustration in one'S' phy.8'ical deportment. Have you observed the difference, 
for instance, in the way in which two ladies enter a drawing-room? One comes 
in like a knight in armour. She is very precise----.she knows exactly how she 
oug·ht to enter a drawing-room: ·sohe haSl learned all about it from the columns 
of some -ladies' journaI devoted to the propagation of -the prin·ciples of the 
proprietJies. Notwithstanding, She is' ai-most as stiff and convenHonaJl as a 
ma'rble statue. But the other? She comes in like a ,bird on the wing; there 
Is mu8'ic and poetry and grace -in· every' movement; her poise, her walk, her 
conver.sation, sets· everyone at ea..se, and In a moment she becomes the centre 
of attraction; while the lady in armour who is 'regulatedi 'by the laws of pro
priety lSI neglected, or 16' noticed only as a courtesy. What is the difference? 
It is· an lI1us~ration of ·the principle, "Cast out the bondwoman and her son: 
for the son of the ·bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the free
woman,.," Objective law, external l'aw, mu·S'!; give way to inward grace alwayS'. 

'1 ·have somewhere read that at one time during the days of the good Queen 
Victoria, the M'ayor of Cardiff, In South Wales, wa-s a man who had begun life 
as ·a pit·boy In the colUeries; 'but his native abiuty and force had' made him 
at last a 'Wealthy mine-owner, and the people of Cardiff e1emed Mm to tlbe 
chief magistracy as' an expresl3ion of their esteem. During his· term of omce 
Queen Victoria was to pay a state visit to the city. T·he Mayor, a man of 
humble parentage, was utterly unacquainted with courtly ways·; he had never 
been received at Buckingham Palace. How then was he to know how to be
have him-seU 'becomingly in .the presence of roy-a'lty? He did not send to Lon
don for a tutor to tell ,hIm how to deport him·self in ·the presence of the queen: 
'btl was a .Joyal subject and one of nature's 'gentlemen, and he d'etermd-ned to con
duct ·hims-elf a,s hi& own innate sense of the IfitnesSl of th·lng·S' might direct. 
When the queen came, his every word and act expressed hiS' Inward feeling 
for a noble queen; and it is' ,said that when Queen Viotoria left Cardiff she 
remarked to one of ·her 'ladies-in-waiting that· the Mayor of 'Cardiff was one of 
the most perfect gentlemen 'she had ever met. oIt -j.SI not law 'but grace which 
makes a gentleman. 

T·hese principles find many f.llus·trations in mental devel-opment. There 
may ·be '&aid to be law,s· of speiIing, of grammar, and of eyntax; but th~ great 
m8.6'ters of literature did not produce their master-piece.s· w,hile laboriouSlly 
striving to o-bey these laws: they wroug·ht in perfect obedience to the law:s of 
that 'realm of e:x;pre8Sion in w.bieh they were so perfectly at ih·ome; 'but theirs 
was a subcon:SJCious and instinctive obedience: the o,b-jective law had become 
to them a subjective impulse. T·he same princIple governs one'S' reading as 
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well as his writing. You cannot enjoy a 'book w-ritten' in a foreign tongue 
while you are under the neceMility of spelling ·out its words and consulting a 
dictionary :!lor their meaning: it is omy when the reader's enlightened 
understanding responds to the author'·s suggestive thought and inspiring fancy, 
as' two electric currents come into flaming conta'ct, that the realm of literature 
becomes a paradise, ablaze wf.th glory. 

Similarly, we may say I!hat there are laws or music. There are principles 
which are fixed and invariable whic~ govern ·the rhythmic relation of tones, 
the violation of any of which- must result in noise rather than mU91c;- yet one 
can scarcely conceive of the .m·asters of music producing their master-pieces 
by a slaviS'h obedience to any theory of music. For example: when Handel 
wrote hIs· glorious "Messiah", and particularly the "Hallelujah Chorus", he 
could scarcely have 'been conscIous of any theory of music at all; hifl soul was 
raptured into the very heavens; and while his master-piece obeys, 'in letter 
and spirit, the -laws of that realm of harmony, hiS' obedience was instinctive 
and ·automatic. T·here are musicians so-called whose title would .be recognized 
by any genuine musician only as a courtesy, and they have no more right to it 
than the man who turns the than''dle of a street-organ. 

The truth is, we do noth-ing well until we do it automatically. I remember 
when ·first I attempted to drive a motor car .. I was ready to lead a depu~ation 
to the Government Department of Highways, demanding that every road be at 
least . three times- as wide: I . .have since iearned that driving can Ibecome as 
automatic a9 walking. Look at a carpenter driving a nail, or sawin.g a ·board. 
Ask him to instruct you how to do it; and, having received his in'struction, take 
his hammer .or ·his saw and do as he does; and you will discover there I-S' a 
world of diff:erence between theory and practice: the one Is objective ap.d the 
other subjective. 

The ·same prInciple holds in the production of a picture. In wme of the 
great art gaHeries of the wo()rld, as in London or the Louvre in Paris, I have 
seen aspiring artists labouring to copy some of the workS' of the g·reat old 
masters; but even an untutored eye could see that ltihe great pictures oould: 
really be dupHcated only as the maf:lter's spir.it could possess the copyIs-t and 
re-express· the inner vision. . 

These prinCiples operate espec.iaHy in the moral and spiritlUal realm. R.eH
gious- ritualism is really an expression of a deS'ire to be under law; it is often 
indicative of a kind o.f ,spi'ritual indolence which, desiring a religion of form, 
asks for a :crutcll to wllilk with. A reltigion IOf idea;l'ism, of mere et·hical 
5'ta'ndards, and even the conception that Chri'st is an example only and is 
w-holly oIbjective to ,0urselves~aH these conception,,, fall within the same legal 
cabegory, as merely enernal regulators of Ufe. . 

Some years ago I went camping in one of our forest reserveS' known as 
Algonquin Park, a section of forest about flfty miles square, and perforated 
with many lakes, the area of the reeerve being a game-preserve. While pad
dling over the wrface of one ·of those beautiful lakes in the ·heart of the forest 
miles from the haunts. of men, my guide, a young man as native to the forest 
a:s the creatures with which it swarmed, said to me, "You come from Toronto, 
don't you?" And when I replied in the aflLr~ative, .he continued, "I was there 
once; and I went to the Zoo: I saw ·Emme things there they called 'deer'; but", 
he added with flne scorn, "bles.s you; them ain't deer! I'll show you a real 
deer some time 'before you leave this place." On another day we were pad
dling a:lo·ng over the .placid surface of another lake. It was a warm summer 
afternoon, and ,wddenly my guide, alm'ost in a whisper, said, "Put up your 
paddle and leave the canoe to me. Don't speak a wprd, or utter a sound of any 
5'Ort. There is a deer at the far end of the lake, a:nd I am going to get as 
close to it as I can, that you may see it." I focused my eyes upon the end of 
the lake, the point to whicth .he ·had directed me, and I obeerved tkat coming 
down from the forest to the lake there was a run-way, a tra·ck made through 
the woods. Across'that track a great tree had fallen; the Ibranches were still 
intact below, but above they ·had 'been broken off so that there wa:s no getting 
under the tree. Who()ever, or whatever; would go by that path must go over 
'the tree-trunk. Drawing towaril the end of the-lake I noticed a beautiful fawn 
that had come down to the water to drink. Gliding eilently 'over the water, 
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we got within perhaps ·fifty or sixty yards of this lovely creature when wd
denly it scented us, or heard us. Lifting its head from the· water, its ean 
extended forward, it lifted ite right foot and for a fraction -of a minute pre
sented such a spectacle of physical alertness as 1 had never seen: it seemed 
to hear us and feel us with every part of its body. Only for a second it looked 
upon us; and then, in the twinkling of an eye, it wheeled about and with 
lightning speed it took the run-way, and coming t-o the g·reat tree, it shot over 
it with perfect eaEle, and:disappeared among the trees of the forest with a cry 
of alarm Iilmost like the cry of a child. Recovering myself from my rapture 
of admiration, ·1 found my guide with folded arme leaning upon his paddle' 
which he had put across the canoe, and a smile -of satisfaction rested upon hi9 
face as he .said, "Say, mister, that ie w·hat 1 call a deer"! 

What wa9 the difference between the deer of the forest and the deer of 
the zoological gardens? They were the same in outward form, but utterly 
dIssimilar in spirit. A deer wae not made to live behind iron bars: it was 
made to enjoy the freedom of the field and forest, t-o be 1I.eet 9f foot, as bird9 

. are 1I.eet of wing. 
And so you cannot produce educated people in iron-barred cages of law; 

and certainly true Ohristians were not made to live in legal enclowres. Edu
cation is a proces9 which reaches the I:nward man; and true education reaches 
the wh-ole man, even as it is written, "I pray God your whole &pirit and S'Oul 
and Ibody M preserved blameless unto tbe eoming of 01lT Lord Jesus Chl'ist." 

1[_ 
Whoever is w1J,oZly 8ubject 'in any dePartment of life ea;cl'UBli1)eZy to ea;ternal· 

,·egulation is in bondage to 8uperficiality. To desire 1:0 :be under 'law is to live 
supenfie1aHy, whether t'h.e princi'ple be a,.ppUed educationally, as ·rela,.t-ing to -the 
inte:Hectuallife ond¥, or religdously as relating to life in Its enti'l"ety. 

,A lad,- oa,lled on me one day ,to con.sulif. W'ith me abou,t sO'me matter, and 
ibrO'ug!li.t :~er 11rttle gin, a ch-ii1d o~ perha.ps six or seven yeaTlll', with her. .WhUe 
the mother and [ were talking ,the chHd climbed upon the pianO' stool and .began 
to play, or at least, .to strike the ·keys. tP·resent'ly she asked for a book tha.t 
she migh.t 'play a ·tune. To ruMs her mCither answered, ''But, Mildred, good 
playeTis can pIa,- WithO'ut a book;" to wMch t)11-e· child replded, "I know, mother; 
but I'm not a good player, so !I need a book." So .sayl:ng the child aCquIesced in 
a greM. principle. iWlhen the objecUve score is transferred ·to memory, or 
dee:per stillll, \fIhen ·it so eDJters inJto the subcon&Cdous that its ·reproduction be
comes au,tomatic, the mechanics of ltihe re'production is obscured -in .the ex
pression ol a musician's soul. Until then, .the player is in boodage to his book
just as SOID'e preaehers are in bon'da,.ge to their nates. On retur.ndng from 
church. one morning a 'preacher as'ked ·his· little boy what !h·ad been the siUbject
of :the morning ,sermon. The boy had to confess: h.e did' not know. Asked to 
repeat ,the tex;t, h·e had to aolmO'wlecLge !his Ignorance of .tMs aqso. [His rather, 
with the sugg'estion of a rebu·ke in !his .tone, as·ked· the .boy what he weIllt ·to 
church· tor, w·h-en the lad replied, "You oug·ht no,t ,to ·blame me, Dad, because you 
couldn't remember it yourself w·ithout reading n." -In the ,beginning. olr my 
ministry, in a ·small -town wihere iI was 'pa;SltJor, there. was a centll/in .ministerial 
gentleman whO' lamented the fact .that there were so many "meeting houses" in 
town that ·it mad·e it dimcult ,for "the church" to get on. One daY' as we were 
engaged in a ilri:end'ly discussion wMch he had 'begun, ver:y abruptly he termin
ated the d'is:cu.ssion by say·ing, "l .prefer that we should· not pursue the subject 
further here, but 1 s·hould li-ke to !have you can upon me in my study, for [ have 
a very ~arge Ubrary, and ,there are many ,books 1 ·should· like to eonsuIt." 

He had entered upon. t'l!Je qiSiOllssion of a subjoot concerning wh·ich he was 
bU!t 11:11 informed, and !he was: in bondage to :hiIs 'books. I never called ,to s·ee his 
very l'arge 1l.1·brary. The O'n'ly . library ·that mattered· was the library that was 
under his hat, and .that, I discov&l'6d, was very small. 

This 1llustrates the d·efect oIf much. th·at is cal'led eduCSltion in the·se modern 
tim'8s: "education" consists, very otten, in Hittle more than a nodding acqua-in·t
ance wdth a UbrlL'l"Y. In O'M ,count'l"Y, among ~aptists, !Lt has 'become th'8! rule 
for the candi:dlllt'e \for ordl:nation to read the statement by which- his \fitness for 
ordination 1.s·to be jiUdged; and [ have O'bserved thalt .t'he statements of d-ifleren,t 
candidllltes are often, in ,part, word for word the same-wihich of course mean·s, 
the statements were' not -their own, but were copied m·m a com·mon sO'urce. 
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I recrul:l a student who said that in his academic' oourse he had been 
unfortun8lte in his telllCher in mathematics. so that in university he was 
especially welilk ·in th8lt subject. Buv when examination time came. as he had 
a good memory. he stored: his mind with :pages of iIlhe text-book and remembered 
it long enough to tmnsfer it from his memor·y to iplllper. "But. ... he said. "I 
had not the remotest idea. then nor now.. what iv aU meant_.. Yet ihe passed 
with ihon()urs dn mathematIcs'!. The thing 'had never .become a part of him; 
and he ·left the university. mathemati-caUy. wholly uneducated. 

And there are peOiPle whose morals and religiJOn are as much a.part from 
them.as vhat stu:dent·s m8lthematical 'knowledge_ Their oonduct is determined. 
and their chamcters ·fashipned!. ·by their religious enviironment. During the 
Great War there 'Were many men who. w!hen removed from the associations 
and influen'ces of oome and churabJ. suffered a moral col,llllpse. But ,the c()Hapse 
was not a fall: it was only a revelatLon; they had ,been reHgious crammers; 
their reJ.:i,gion had never laid hold ()f ihell1rt and ·conscience and wiU. Oh. the 
.tragedy of dt. that so much that goes by the name of Cihristianit.y is nothIng 
but an wtward mOUld. a mere ()bjective standard.! 

Ill. 
In contrast '''1th this. I set 'before you <thds wortihy amlbition to rei04ce in 

such freedom as results from a deep and true culture of the soul. Even in 
physica;l and mechanical acUvi·ties vhe ·princi.pIe of such freedom ·flnds many 
an Hlustration. I referred to my early eXIPerience of motor-drivin.g. I suppose 
others have fared: no 'bet.ter in ifihe 'beginning; yet I am t.old ·there are y()ung 
men who 'become so expert. and to whom driv.ing becomes such an automatic 
exercise, :that many a young man can drive his car with one hand--eBIPOOiaHy 
when he is not alone in :the ca·r! Tihe too·th ds. ·knowledge 8Ittains its highest 
value when. so to B!pea'k. it becomes incol'lPoratecr in the man. 'When 'It 'becomes 
a 'Part of him. and· so ,oompletely possesses him and dominates him. as to 
determine .the quality of BlPeooh and' action. It is when ,knowledge is thus 
translated dnto IHe and action iflhab it. becomes wisdom. 

Thus the cap6city of the mind is enlarged. and Us IIIptitudes are developed. 
until the mind aJbsoribs :what it reads and observes as easily as the 'lungs put 
oxygen into the ,blood. Hence a ·discLplined mind· delivers a man from dntellec-
1:ual bondage and sets him ,free. 

This iprinci'ple is 'Cpnspf.cUlOusly true in ·flhe moral and rel1,g:ious il'ewlm. Tihe 
Christian religion does not manufacture ,g·lass or wax flowers and· ·frult: it 
iri'ows them. The true Clhurah is not a; noisy factory. but a !beautiful. fragrant. 
and fruitful glRrden_ If you grow d'andelions on your law-no ywr neigh·bour 
may invoke the law against. noxious weeds. -lest y,our garden Bihowld corrupt 
his. Wh8lt if one should say, "Well. vh.en. I must emmine flhe law to ,find out 
what U Is"? A ibetter. waY' would be to ·grow fl·owers-against such there ~s 
no law. 

Before the war a 'Syrian clliUed &It my door one day wi,th a pack upon his 
back. endeavoorin'g to sell me· something. !He was' a traveller from· a far 
country. and I determined to ,learn W1hat I could from ihlm. :So I Ibou8'ht a 
handikerchief to pay my buition fee. (!lncidentaIly. let me il'emark: a man 
determined '\lIPon the 8Klquisi.tion of' knowledge wHI make every man he meets 
his professor. for somet·lJjng may /be learned from everybody:----e.nd much from 
the newsboys on the street.) !So. having 'Paid my fee. J: sat down at the feet 
of my ,Syrian PTofessor. When I asked him wihence he came. he said. ''\From 
Damascus. in ISYil'ia." Willen I asked him of iMs' coontry. ·he said ,it .was the finest 
country in the worJd. And vhen I was impoldte enough to ask ihim. wdly he 
left it. to which he replied. "No good ,law in Syria; where Ttil"key rule. no 
good law." He had travelled through many /European countries. lncluding 
Germany. I asked him how he had got along in Germany. and he answe'red 
reflectively. "Oh·. Germany? Germany? In Germany too much law. Germany 
all law." Evidently he ihad no h8!PPY. recol'lections of 'hds stay in that. land! 
Then I asked him if he had ever 'been in England!. to which he repJied in the 
affirmative. When I asked ·him .how he managed there. he said with a smne. 
"Eng·land? Oh. in .England. no law at all." When I as'ked 'him for an explana
tion. with a characteristic oriental gesture he said. "Oh. in England-mind your 
own ·business. no 'law at aU"! . 

And that. in iIlhe poloiliical realm. lis an Ulust.ra.tion of the princtple before 
us. 'nle reason for the victory of flhe Ames over Germany ['Ies in the same 
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principle: I'Cast out the bondwoman and her Bon: fQr the son of the bond
woman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman." 

And the triumph of Evangelical Christianity is' equa:Ily inevit.able: it is a 
reHgion of the Spirit whose fruit is "love, joy, peace, 10ngsuiIering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meeknesS', temperance: against S'Uch there is no law." And as 
these' divine qualities· find expressi-on. and exemplification in a human char
acter, the soul find51 perfect freedom in a life against which there i·S' no oJaw., 
This is what the Lord Je,sus meant when He said, "Ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make 'you free." . . 

One word of caution, however, let me add: mere eubjectivism, when fin
is'hed, spens anarchy. Self-expression, without limitation or control, cannot 
wisely be permitted in a child. Objective standards must' be translated or 
transmuted into the subjective. T·hus the alphabet, the multiplicatiQn table, 
and the ·s'Ca:les, must 'be studied o'bjectively if they are to become part of the 
child's ·mental con51titution. The same is· true of religion: w·e cannot dispense 
with the o·bjective:· the ,Jaw is our scllOolmaster to 'bring illS ,to Christ. !Modern
ism, in it51 ultimate expression, is alway.S' ·subjective; authority resides within 
the man"s own consCiousnes',-in short, he becomes a law unto hIms'elf, and 
thus becomes· utterly lawless. But where .S'haH we find the norm, the objective 
standard? There c·an ,be but One: Christ is a:ll and in all; all truth is in Him, 
and must 'be ijdentdfied as truth in relallion to Him. 

Thus sin is objectively atoned for, and put away in Him. W'ho is the end 
of the faw for righteouwess. The blood of Christ represents His perfect Ufe 
in 51Olution, "the just for the unjust to bring us to God." But the sin which is 
crucified tor us must be ·cru'cified in us. The dbjective Cross as a ground of 
faith must 'become a .S'ubjective experience through the' obedience of faith. 
Is ChrIst an example only? No, that would involve a reversio:n to Law. What 
is our hope of ultimate perfe-ction and glory? Christ in hi51tory, on the cross. 
at ~he Father'.s right olland? That is the objective aspect of the Christian reU
gion. But we musot know Him sulbjectively: He must dwell in our hearts by 
faith. Then the Spirit of God will 'become increasingly at home with you, and 
His· life will find a 'natural expresS'ion in a love, divinely begotten, for tMngos 
divinely loved; in a pure 'spiritual joy, even the joy of your Lord; in a peace 
rbased in a mora'}! Ibalance eiIected Iby Christ's altoning death, and· a renewed 
nature harmonized with God's holy law,-in 10ngsuiIering, gentleness, good
nes'S, faith, meeknesS', self-control;-elements in that divine nature for which 
all things were made, and again.st which there is no law. In that divine 
liberty the soul reaches "its destiny, and grace reigns through ri-ghteousneu 
unto eternal Hfe by Jesus Ohrist 'our Lord. Therefore Ithere can ,be no true 
education apart from this, "Ohrist in you·, the ;hope of glory." . 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR LESSON 
Lesson 3. THIRD QUARTER. 

THE TRIAL AND CRUCIFIX'ION. 
LESSON TEXT: Matthew, chapter 27. 
To be studied in harmony with Mark 15: 147; Luke 23: 1-56. 
I. SIN'S REVEALING LIGHT. 

July 18th, 1926. 

1. Sin has a terrible power of self-revelation. When the fruit of Judas' 
covetousness ·had ripened into the condemnation of Jesus, Judas saw his 9in in 
itS' true character a:nd came back to his masters saying, "I h'ave sinned in that 
I have betrayed the innocent Iblood". When ljJsau had! s·old his 'birthright for 
a mess of pottage, he saw the folly of ollis act. Thus sin comes· to us disgui-EI6d 
as'a frdend but hav,in'g aooomplished its work, -it .strips the mask from its face 
and reveals the hideous aspect of the enemy. 2. There is a repentance which 
issues only in unending remorse. The prodigaI in the parable said to hi&' father. 
"I have sinned against -heaven, and before thee," but was forgiven. Judas also 
said, "I :have sinned", Ibut his confession, ilike his repentance, came too ~ate. 
Ultimately every sinner will lbe brought ·to repentance, 'but there is 'a terrilble 
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po.ssibillty that it may be a repentance which will ripen into e~~rlaSting re-' 
morse. 3. When a soul buys· at the devil's counter the goods are alwayS' marked 
"'not returnable". Judas brought back the money and hoped for some adjust
ment of the ibargain, but ·those for w·hom he had sold his BOul mockingly replied 
"What is· that to us, see thou to that". .So the sinner at last finds himself 
compelled to a~idEl. by the bargain he has made. 4. 'JudaS' lost both his money, 
his' soul, and hiS hfe. To lose Christ means always to lo.se everything, even 
al1 finding Christ involves receiving everything. 5. Every .sInner is a suicide 
unless grace intervenes. Certain men in the Old Testament are descrl<bed as 
"sinners against their own souls". Sin always destoo:ysits vIctim. (v. 5). 6. This 
incident illustrates how sin utterly warps the conscience. The chief priests 
and elders had no conscience whatever about corrupting a SDul by bribing 
Judas to 'betray hiS' Lord. But -they were exceedingly punctilious about the 
use· of the ·blood-stained money wh-lch in despair he th·rew upon .the temple 
fioor. 
II. THE TRIAL OF JESUS. 

1. IF'ilate the Judge. (a) He seemed to ,have no personal interest in the 
Prisoner. In the exerciS'e Df his judicial dutieS' he ·stumbled upon Christ. Those 
men ever meet Christ in the way, in Ibusiness, in pleasure, in the ordinary 
pursuits of life He croS'Ses the path of everyone. (b) Pilate was persuaded 
of the wickedness of Christ's enemies. He knew that He' had been delivered 
up 'because of their envy. ThuS' men meet with ·Christ and acknowledge there 
iso no evil in Him and no. ground ,for .human QPposition to Him. (c) T,his man 
was warned through his wife that his- prisDner was a just man. Thus God 
sees to it always that no man is' permitted utterly to 'reject Christ without 
bein,g warned 'by someone of iIl·is danger. (d) It was wi1lhdn Pilate's pawer to 
choose between Christ and BarabbaS'. Thel1e two were representative Qf light 
and darkness, Qf good and evil, of heaven ·and he1-1, of God and the devit PUate 
had his cl!.ance as every man has his chance to choose one or the ollher. 
(e) Pilate waS' governed by polley rather than principle: He sought his own 
interests and the line of least re'\listance, hence sacrificed principle to policy, 
conviction to eXlPediency. 2. The prosecutors, "chief priests and elders". 
(a) They were ,religious people. Christianity sufferS' most at religious handS', 
even as did the Incarnate WQr-9. (b) They demanded the surrender of Bar
abbas- ra,ther than Christ, a. t01iber ,rather than a gIver, a mover of 8'edition 
rather than a maker of peace, an outlaw rather than Him Who w'as the fu'lfil
ment of all law. (c) They per,waded the multitude. (v. 20). The ver.se reads 
Hoke a Baptist AssociatIon o.r a Baptist Convention when the Bible is Dn tri'al. 
There are always- ·some religious leaders who. .stir up the multitude to alii'k for 
Ba,rabbas. 3. There was lhO defense. Of al,l fue ddscLp;les, not one was present 
to speak a word. Of the multitudes Christ ,had healed and fed and ible,s.sed, 
not one appeared to 'll'Peak for. Him. He trod the winepres·s- alone and of the 
peDple there was none with Him. 4. T·he S'8ntence. It was a sentence of death 
in wihich the multitudes agreed with 1lheir ·leaders. fDhus ~y man's deliberate 
choice, Incarnate RighteQusness and Truth and GoodneS'S and Mercy was cruci
fied and the fountail!- of -life waS' given over to death and the Qne and only 
perfect Revelation of. the divine holiness was sentenced to. be nailed to a cross. 
5. The execution .. Here human nature il1 at Us worst and hell is at i~S' bitter
e's-t. ('a) It was ;shameful. Sin sho.ws no. respect for human natu·re. ('b) It 
was pitiless. 'So. Is sin a:lways. It was' cruel,-<eruel as death .. 
III. THE REVELATION INVOLVED IN THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 

1. It is a revelation Qf sin as finis-hing always at Golgotha, the place of a 
skull. 2. Viewing Christ as our Subs-titute, the crosS' is a revelation of the 
impartiality and inexora'bility Qf Divine Jus-tice. 3. It is a revelation of the 
l'Ove of God as Infini1le. 4. Jot -is a revelation Df .the POWeT of God' as sovereign: 
An examination of all the details of the crucifixion will show that the Scrip
ture was fulfilled to the minutest particular. Thus the cross waS' no. accident 
but an ex-hibition Qf Divine sovereignty. 5. The death of Christ was 'lI. revela
tion Qf the ful1Ument of the Law. As He gave up the Ghost the veil of the 
temple was rent in twain. The old dispensation pasfo'8d and the new was 
ushered in. Moses gave place to Christ, the Law to. the Gos'pel, and Works to 
Grace. 6. The death Qf Chrim revealed Him to be the Son of God.. The super
natural accompaniments convinced even the centurion who. supermtended the 
crucifixion I!'O .that he exclaimed, "truly this was the Son of God". 


