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WHY BAPTISTS SHOULD PREFER ROMAN CATHOLICISM TO 

MODERNISM. 
A Sermon by the Pastor. 

Prea·ched in Ja'l'vis St. ·Ohurch, T'oronto, Sunday Evening, June llt'h, 1936. 
(Stenographically Reported.) 

'ILook unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and 
there is none else. "-Isaiah 45: 22. 

Let us bow together in prayer: 0 Lord ou~· God, we J'e:mem:~ that lit is 
written in Thy W.ord that Thou ·.!hast hidden the things of God: f;rom bhe iWlae 
and prudent and 'hast revealed them unto Ibabes. Thou hast told us that the 
natural man receiveth not the bhings of the ,Spirit ()of ·God; .theref()ore we come 
to Thee to seek Thy enU,ghtenment, and to invoke the ministry of ,tihe Spirit 
of 'fruth that His promise may lbe fulfiHed to us, and t.hat He may guide DB 
into ad! bhe truth. !Make lIlS 8111 conscLous of our limitations ttbis evening as we 
come to Tih'Y holy Word·. It is Thy Word, and we oa.n understand it only as 
Thou dost open our understandin.g that we may understand tJhe ·Scri'ptu'l'es. We 
pray that Thou w.ut. speak iIlhis eV'ening to every mem'ber .of tMs congregation. 
It may be bhere are some ·here who have ,been turning a deaf ear to the V'O<ice 
of the Lord, some who ,have hllirdened their hearts against the gospel·: we beseeab. 
Thee, 0 Lord, to speak in such a way thIs evening .that even the dead may hear, 
that those who are dead in trespasses and .sin may ,be quickened into newnes!l of 
life. Take ehar,ge of this service, and: bring .into captivity every bhou~t to the 
obedience o.f Christ; and make this hQlUr one of blessing to us al,l .. For JesUS'. 
sa·ke, Amen. 

I,t ,has 'been announced tihat I would speak to you this even1ng on, Willy 1B8Ip
tists shou,Id :prefer Roman Catholicism to Modernism,-l :want to add· to tbAIt, 
and why tbe Way of Life as revealed ,in th~ gospel should be preferred befo.re 
either.. 

What is lMod8'l'nism? In its ultimate expression .ft :is ·the 8ulbsbitutlon Qf. the 
natural f~ the supernatural; !but there are deg;resBi of !Modernism. ·Modernism 
is a disease whose symptoms Me not. always readHy reco.gnized. Th.ere are 
some phy'sicians who are eXip6rt in the matter of diag.nosis; lIhere 811"6 some 
physicians who know· wihat is the matter wi·th the iptLtient atter the ~atieDl is 
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dead!......othey diagn'Ose disease by ,post.mortem· emm1nations. There are some 
people who would disregard bile symptoms of this deadly ,plague of 'Modernism 
and say, ''Give it fuU op'portunity to do its w'Ork. and then we win jud'ge." But 
that may 'be too :late. . 

I say ·in 'Lts uttimate expression, 'Modernism SlU:bSltitutes the natural for the 
BlrpernatJUral. It be~ns with the a.ppllcaUon of that principle to the ·Scriptures: 
it denies .the supernatural character 'Of the BOQk---.perha,ps, in the 'beginning, 
nol: 'Of the entire Book, just a .part of it, here and there. W·henever yQU find a 
man who IIIIpprQaches tMs Book 1)rom that !point of view you wiU discover that "1' anit ~y !be wHI deny the Bupernatmrali-s~ of the Book aH tlle .way throug·h. 

T.hllls. ·allSo. it approaches the vdrg.in ibi,rtl). of Ohrist .. H I ean do away with 
the authorityof' the .Bible. it is· a very simple matter to do awa,y with the doc
trine or the vir-gin birth. Of ·COUTse, if the record be l1rue. then I shal,l have to. 
'800epll·that wh-i-ch -it teaches; 'but lif one may ·cut the 'Book to pieces as Jehudi did 
the ro];l with 'his pen-kni,fe. and delete such parts as hIs m.assive intellect is 
pleased tQ ·reject, the th.ings that do not appeal to his reason-if he ·may do that, 
then it is a very simple matter t'O do away wdth the v.irgin bi'rth! All he need·s 
to say is that. Mar·k and John do not speciaHy mentiQn it. and that (Paul does 
not dea,l with it, and since ill is only ·recorded: in .Matt\b.ew and ,Lu·ke, .the birbh 
story really bas no ilroper place ~n the record·! 

The same attItude is assumed toward the mira;crulous works of· Christ. If 
}'IO!\l want to know hQW ·Modernism can explain away the miraculO'lls. go and 
hear 'Brother Brown Wednesday night. A certain. ilrofessor gives· a dille to the 
story of Ilhe miraculous deliverance of the demoniac of Gadara: the·re was· a man 
in an asylum in England. who ·was under the delusion that 'h.e 'had a ~laSIS arm. 
T·he dQctors tried every means to deliver him from tha"t delusiQn; 'but no argu
ment. eQuId 'Persuade !bim that his arm was not made 'Of glass. ,So 'One day the 
doctor went 'Out .for a wllll:k with Mm. and he earned! under bis coat. or concealed 
somewhere, a ·big glass bottIe, and· as tIlley·were walking alQng the doctor knocked: 
him on the arm and dropped the glass ,bottle. The mono-maniac said, "What is 
tha.t?" ''Wib.Y,'' said the d'OCoo,r, ''that. is your ·glass arm." "'W!hy, yes." he said, 
"it 1s a-l'l right, is it not?"-and so be ibecame perfectly sane from that moment; 
he got rid of vh·at one de,lusio.n. So the demoniac of Ga,d·aT8 was under the 
delusiQn that he was ilQSSessed wi-Ilh a 'legion of d·eVli-ls, and· Christ drove .the devils 
d~wn the steep pI'ace into. the sea. and· said to tbe ·demo·niae. "There they go"
and he IlhQught the devils had left him and entered 'into the· swine. So he was 
deliveTed from Imat moment "That," said our professor, "is not an explanation, 
necessarily; Ibut perhaps it may !be a due." 

And so all the way through. '.!.'he TeISI\lrrectio~ "Of Christ is explained away. 
Of Co.urse. that ·reduces the reUgion of C'hrist to the natural p1ane; and: ·it 'leaves 
It tQ men to determine the s·ool's relationshi-p flo 'God; ·that salvation is oibtained 
by human effort, and is n'O longer the gUt of divine grace. The authority of 
the Bible 'being ,denied. a man finds that authordty w.ithin himself. in his Teli
gioos consciousness; and: S"O he 'becomes a law unto himseLf, and God -is e]ibO;wed 
'Out of ·his life; the voice of God -is no longer heard. . 

Now -Roman Cathol:f.ciSilil is not an anti-supernatura;] religion: Roman 
Ca:tholicism d'oes not deny the d'ivine inspiration of the 'Bible. it recognizes that 
the Bible ds the Word· of God; dt does not deny the !Deity of Christ, it accepts 
at their face va-lue the .records of His virgin birllh.-indeed:. it eXia,}ts MaTY to 
a 'Pos'ition of equality with God, and sets !her forth as an object I():f worship; 
Roman Catholicism does not deny the ·fact 'Of human sin, it does not ,teach 
that in the m1Jr.a1 rea,lm sin is a vestige of a lower silage of development: it 
recognizes sin as sin, and: it recognizes and ackIliOwledges· Us d·eadly charact.er. 
Roman CathOlicism does not deny the atoning work of our Lord. -it makes much 
of the cross. and· 'Of His death upon the cross; it does not deny the resurree
tlQn of 'C;hrist; JlI()~ Vhe necesSity of our 'baving dealings with God: somehQw,
tndeed -Roman Cwtholicism a.ccepts the great verities of evangeLIcal faUh: the 
Deity of Ohrist, .the virgin bIrth, lHis 'blood atonement. His mil'aculous minis
try. His uter·a-l 'bodily resurrection, His ascension to. the ,ri'ghll hand 'Of God the 
Father, the .fact of sin, the neceSISity 'Of repentance-e.U ..... hat. Roman Oallholicism 
admits. And 'Con ·that g·round -it is t'O !be preferred ibefore !Modernism. 



.rune 11, 19a6. THE' GOSPEL WITNESS (116,) 3 

"Well", you say. "·let's be iRGman Oaflhol'ics; then we shall really have some 
religious authority in our Uves!" But rememiber that while iRoman CwthoHcism 
acknowledges ·the d'ivine inspiration of ·this B'oQlk, -it says you cannot. Interpret 
it, the church must dntel'lpret dt for you; and: tJherefore it stands Ibetween you 
an·d the Word of God'; the lBi'ble i8 authoritaflive only as it is . interpreted by an 
authoritative and infa·tUble ch.1U"Ch. Roman Catholiclsm believes in the DeiJty 
of Christ; 'bull 'between Ohrist and the s'inner it :puts Mary and the saInts, and 
you: can get at Ohrist ouly through the intercession of tihe V~Tg,in Mary and the 
saints. It. recognizes the value of ·the atonin'g work of Christ; but it stands 
between Ohrlst and llhe sinner as a middle"Illan, and makes me;rchand'ise of 
every element of gospel tTu.th. In other words, -it takes the ,free gift of God 
and sells .it at a pr.ice; its whole sacramentarian system stands Ibetween the 
divine 'Saviour and t'he 'poor ,baukrupt sinner, and ill says that there Is eaJ.vation 
in Him---.but you can get·it only ltm"oU81h' the ch·u.rch and' her sacraments as 
adm1nIstered 'by her priests. 

NotWlithstand'ing, Roman CathioUcism has a God, and a divine Saviour; 
and' 1: 'Can well believe t·hat 'by His infinite mercy, even amid the darkness and· 
superstition of 'Rome, flhere are some :people who get through oft BiU to GOd. 
But Modernism, when it Is finis'hed, 'has no Ood, 'it :has no d·ivine Saviour, it 
has no 8Itonement, it 'has no mercy-seat. Neither of these sets fOTt'h the way 
of life as revealed in the Bofble. 'Here It Is: "Look unt.o me and 'be ye saved 
all the ends of llhe earth, for I am Ood and there is none else." 

I. 
THE !FUNCTION OF RELIGION IS TO 'SAVE MEN; 00 bring men to God. Do you 

know that you need to ·be saved, my !brother! Religion, with some people, is 
a kind of hoMly. A certain man, a Welsh· -lawyer, saJd to me some yellll"S ago, 
speaking 8Ibout another, "What is' your opinIon of Dr. lSo-and-.So?" I sll;id, 
"I think he Is a very gJood! man, a man of God', so far as I know." He replied, 
"I othin,k very likely Ihe is; but. you know, some :people ·collect postage stamps 
as a hobby, and some ,people coMect 'butlterfties, and .it always strikes me that 
Dr. S<Hmd-So makes Bible-study his hoMlY." Per-ha'Ps 1It Is not· a ,bad hGbby, 
but relIgion is something more .than a hobby, somethlilg moqoe than a means of 
entertainment for Sunday. WIth some, religion -is merely a means ot self· 
cuoitlUre--'lb.ere .is a 'gre'at dea:} of ·good ~n man; imd I need something to develOlP . 
it, that I may grow up inflo a completer Ukeness to my ideaol, ilie !Man Christ 
Jesus! So some say. No; religion is vastly more than .that, my friends: the 
function of qoel1g'ion is to save men. 

But now I want to ask you very 'Pla:inly and' ,pointedly, Are you saved? 
''Well !but, s1:r, I am a member 'of the chul"oo"-thall is nQt the point, are you 
saved! ''WeII, I am a religious professor, sir. I 'have just told' you I am a 
mem;})er of the 'c'h-ureh"--quite soo, and' there are .tens' of thousands of people who 
profess 'religion, and who are members of the cilul'oh, !but who are not saved: 
Are you saved? Do YOU know that you Ihave passed ·from death unto Ute? 
Thall is the great queSition. "We~l, Ibut that is not my dew of rel-igion. I 
belong to the chu-rch, and I .think religi;o-n affords me an avenue for the expres
sion of my social interests. 'I believe everyone ought to join the ch,urch, and 
do what they can ·for the upllft ot the community." 

I remem'ber during the war I was going forom Liverpool to ·London, and I 
gOtt into oonversation .willh a ·gentleman ,in the compartment in which I was 
traveUing, and I asked' him very pOinted,ly if he were saved·. '~Oh", he said, "I' 
joined the church. I was not a religious man; Ibut as soon as the war broke out 
I felt It was the duty of every ,loyal British ·cit.Izen to join the church. Tohat 
was my first con1lri:bution toward winning Ithe'war--I joined the 'Churoo"! I 
pressed' upon !him the question, telling ''111m that it was very admirable that he 
shouId: be .Interested in ·the war, and in the ,beating back of the thing against 
which. we were fight-ing; !but I said, "What aboull your lPersona'l relation&h1p to 
God? Are you, saved?" He knew nothing at ali about that, 'he had j01ned the 
church as a national duty! And there are a great many !people in Toronto 
who join the ohurch as a duty t.o the community, as an expression of socla:1 
interesll; they say, "I ,believe ,in !pu1b11c :welfare, ,I joined the chUl'ch." 

But that is not the ,fun-ct-iGn ,of religion, my foriend$: religion is designed' to 
save 1'011 as an individ·ual. What sort of a rel'lgdon have you! Is it a personail 
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matter? Has it saved you? "Look unto me, and be ye saved, aU the ends of the 
earth." iDo you ·know anything wbout 11he sovereign ,power of God lin your 
personal Ufe? "Well, but why do I need to !be saved?" You need to 00 saved 
from your sin, that is the first thing. '~y sin!" Yes, your sin. "How da.re you 
teU me I am a sinner!" I do n·ot tell you-iGod says (Jo, and He makes no 
mistake. And every man knows that the has Within ·him that somellhing-'h.e 
may not caB it s,J,n~t that something !that thas defeated' :Mm at every turn, 
and is drag·ging hIm down to the ,lowest levels of 11fe. You can be saved from 
aU you·r sIn, from 11he sin ·within ari.d the sin without. And you need t.o be 
saved from .tJb.e guilt of s,J,n, and: ,from. the ilower of s,J,n; and that is Wh8;t 
reLigion ds ,for. "DO! you mean to say, sir, that .religion is designed to come to 
me as an indivi·d'llaJ, to do someth1ng for me indivldu811Iy, and to .bring into 
my life a power tthat ,I have not ,got iOIf myself?" Tha~ 1s exacbly wh8lt it is ·for .. 
God bids yO'll look to Him and !be saved. 

II. 
In ,the next plaee, ,RELIGION IS .DESIGNED TO BRING MEN TO GoD. Much that 

is C8II,led Christianity ,to-day -is a kind of humanitarianism, there is no God -in 
it. I have In my mind: now, it comes to me at iIlhe momenll, a certain lady whom 
I met some 'Years ago, !Who was a great church .wKlrker-sb.e was a Preslbyterian
and she began to ,talik to me 81bout her ·chm'ch. It was a wonderful church! 
And a:llter a while she spoke about her ;pastor-and I shoU!ld judge he was an 
extraordinary man! Then she told me about-her .religiOUS activ-itlies-and I 
should judge sh.e was very IIICtive in the church to wlMch she OOlonged. I 
listened to it 8IH, and then I said, ''\ExeI\lse me, .Mora. 'So-and,So, but are you a 
Christian?" "A Chr·istian", she S81Id, "I am a memlber of the church!" "'!But", 
1 sud, "Do you know Christ? Do you know Him ,personaJly. Have you sat at 
His feet and he&rd His Word:? Has He washed: your sin awa.y? Do you -hear. 
from Him every day? oDo you walk Willh Him, and of His ,Ilulnesa receive 'and 
grace ,for :grace'?" She sadd, "I do not quite understand you." I said:, "No, I 
rather think you do not." She was very reUg'iO'lls, she was a church member, 
an aCitive .church member, a Ioyllll ch·u-roo mem'ber-she :was fuU .of religion, but 
she had no Christ; the divine SaviO'llr was to her an nt-ter stranger, living far, 
-far away. But our text says, "ILook unto me-unto m8---!l1nto me-noll to the 
chu·rch-doo,k unto me, eome back to God." We need to .remember that we are 
under some oibligllltion. to .God. T.h.e ·fi.rst and great commandment is to love the 
Lord our God; the second ds to love our neighbour as ourselves. Bull ,the second 
is always second, IlIO't in order merely, but dn imoportance: the one is the fruit, 
the other is ·the Toot; and not unUl we give God His proper place in our lives 
are we really saved:. 

That 1s a very simiJle word, and I want to m8ilte it as sdmple as A.B.C., as 
I come ,to you ,this evening 00 ask you not only, Are you saved? -but, have you 
met wUh God? Have Y'OU ~er-ienced the power of God? Have yOU become 
th~ wbjects of t'he ,grace of God? That is the great question. 

. I'll. 
Then anoth.er thing: TRUE ,RELIGION IS FOB EVERYBODY, FOB ALL CLASSES OF 

PEOPLE: "Look unto me, and be ye saved, aH ,the ends of the earth." I never 
can understand: where our critical ~ends geb ,the notion that the .God of the 
Old Testament .is represented as a trIbal God, shut up to Israel: as I read -the 
Bi'ble, He is the God of the ends of the earth--,frKI-ID GeneSis to Mala:chl, just 8IS 

truly as ,from Matthew to Revelation. All tJhe ends of the earth need .the sal
vation of God. This .religion of OhTist 1s not. only for YOUIlg\ men in college, as 
some ,people seem to imagine: the religion of Ohrist ·is for the common ,people, 
for everyone: Do you not need Him? III was a grea;t joy to me to baptize our 
Ohinese brother tb1s evening. The reIigion of Ohrisll -is ·for aH the m:illions of 
China, and: of India, and of Africa, and: JOl aJl1 the Islands of the sea. Ours is 
the universal Tel'igion, for all classes of people. It -is for you, then,-"an the 
ends of the earth", and all the ends of the city too, nO'matter who you are, or 
wiIlere yO'll live. . 

IV. 
·'lba.t brings me to the word whIch I wish specially to emphaB'ize, "If!Or I am. 

God, and bhere is none else". I used to :read S,purgeon a gr~t deal, and do still. 
Spurgeon ulred to glory In lJle gospel of grace, in a salvation that was all of grace, 

\ 
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and of ""hlah God. was the A:lpha and the Omega, .the ,beginn'in'g an·d the end
God doing lit 11111. ·Sa:lV'8.t-ion is -the gift of His so'Vereign grlllce. I rememJber 
Spurgeon used to' denounce the doctrines of Armin1anism; he insisted th·at a 
doctrine of 'Works 'was nol1 the gospel at all, that there was not an infinitesimal' 
element of human merit entering 1nto our acceptance wIth God:, that 'We 8iI'e 
saved· whoLly and a'bsollutely on the ground' or what iChr,ist·:has done for '118. 

!Now ~ook at the argum.enJt. WDly [oak to God, my !brotlh.er? For "the simple 
and suflliCient reason that !He is God. ,I read two articles on 'l'eUgion in a 
certain popular paper ,puiblished in this clty ~a.st n181ht, one by a minister of the 
UDiited ChurclJ., and the other by an !'lx-Methodist. minister, IlJO,W a 'member of 
P81"I~amenJt. The minister of .the UDiited Ohureh remarks on· the 'change of 
atmtude in ,the rel1gious realm, that the old evangelical conceptions have gone· 
utterly.' He remllirks on the Ifact. tJhat ·in itJhese articles which he has been 
writing, v&ews have been set forth whdch IWere dlamet'l'icaHy opposed Ito every
thing that evangelicals ,beHeve. ·And yet, he said, 11 has caHed' for·th no ·pro11est, 
no objectwn. He cites it as an evidence of the change of mind: religioUflly. I 
t.Mnk he ds right-there is a change of mind reHgi·oosly. ,But the ot1her writer 
pract'i'CaHy eliminates God, 'he ·is done with a personal God al1X>gether. These 
two articles were crammed lluU of illlfidelity, yet they 'Were pubUshed: -in a 
weekly ;paper that is said to have the ,largest c-i'l'"C1Llation of any 'paper in Canada 
Why? We have forgotten tlbds note, tlhat salvamon is of 'God and of God alone. 
"Look unto me, and· 'be ye saved, aLl the ends of the earth: ,for I am God', and 
there is none else." 

"Why sl!.ouI·d· we "loo'k. to God for salvation?" Because 1-1 is against God we 
'bave sinned. David had committed a great sin; he had' sinned against ·~I.'is 
neighbour, he had sinned against society; but when God spoke to him, and he 
saw his sin in its true light, he said, "Against -thee, thee only, have 'I sinned, 

. and ,done this evil' in thy sight." And your sin, and my sin, no matter what 
its character--1he sin of dishonesty, ·the sin of unt.rutlh·fulness, wha11ever it 
may ,be-u<ltimately tt is a sin against God. And it ds -God Who is going to 
deal with YO'llr sin and mine, i,t ,is 'W-it'h God we must an deal ultimately; and 
therefore 'if we WIOuld' 'be saved we musb 'look unto Him Who ds to be our Judge, 
"For 'I am God, and there is none else." 

We are to look to Him beCllJllse He made 'Ill!, and He on'ly can re-ma.ke us. 
No one Ibut God ·can maike us over a:gain 'into His dmage a.nd' likeness, no one 
but God ean give us a new heart and a T'egenerated mind, a ne'W na.ture that is 
responsive to God-oo' ·church can do it, no .priest can do it, no educational 
system can do it., no passionate devomon even to the h·igh.es-t 'ideaIs can possibly 
effect this result: God Himself must save, or we cannot Ibe saved 811: all. "Loo'k 
unto me, and Ibe ye saved, an the en-ds of the earth: for I am God." iNo one 
else 'has authorny to il'emdt our sin: it Is against 'God we have sinned, and on'ly 
G-od can forgive. 'ShaH 'we not :push ilasb all ·these secondary m.atters .this even
ing, and get to God HimseIf? Are there not some bere this evening who need 
the help of GOO, who need the pardoning ·g·race of 'God, who need the power of 
God? He Ibids you re'ce'ive it &Ill: "Look unto me, and 'be ye saved, aU the 
ends of the earth: ,for I am God ... · 

How ·can we 'be s·ave·d? What does It mean Ito be saved? I said that. the 
funcmon of reUg,ion is to save men-as the business of the ipreac:her surely -is 
to tell people 'how tlo be saved,-fWhat else is he for? How can I explain to you 
what ·it means to Ioo'k unto God and· be saved? If He gave His 'Son to die for 
you and me, to pay ou,r -debts, t.o cancel our OIbligations, Ito make it possible. 
foOT Him to ~'·be just, and yet the ju·sl1.l·fier of him who 'beUevetib lin Jesus", U iHe 
has given tHis 'Spirit that He may touoh us andl m8lke us ne.w ereatu'res by His 
d:fvine power, how ·am I to receive ·the benefits of the death of Chrlst? Is that. 
not the question? "Roman Cat>hoHcism says, '\Come. to the church-come to the 
church an·d we will give it to you; obey the ·church, and you w-iU get 
salvation: Ibe 'baptlzed, ·come to :the sacrament or the mass, do pen-ance; and 
through aI'l the sacraments of the church you wiH get salvation, you wlH !be 
saved 'by and by-la!bourously d'o your duty, and illy and by you wiU 'be saved." 

Thab 1s not what the text says: it says, 'ILool{ unto me"-<not to the chuT'oo, 
not t.o the !(I!Tiest, not to the pope, not to the preacher; do no ·look ,to anyone but 
only un·to Me: "Look unto me". I w.ish I could so speak ·in a minute or two 
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that you wou.Jd: forget !Where you are, thall you would ;f{)rget /fIhe preacher, that 
you WiO'Uld forget everything exeept that you are a ·poor sinner to whom God is 
spea.king, and that with the eyes of your heart you are just looking to "the 
Lamb of God, which ltaketh away bhe sin of the 'Wol"ld." Then you would be 
saved. There is no reason Wlhy you Mou'ld not be saved B1ttin'g ri,ght where you 
are. "Looik unto me, and !be ye saved." 

'!'hat ,is the text that was used of God Ito bring SpU'l"geon to the feet of 
Ch'rist, and he used t.o ,preach from thall text often. I remember to :have read 
someflh,ing 11"ke this in one of his sermons-he said to his students that some· 
times he rammed himself into tlhe gun an,d fired: himself off--.-.I remember once 
he told of 'how a poor preacher wf;lnt one rainy 'Sunday morning to preach in a. 
certain -little church. There was a young man slttnng down under the gaJ..lery, 
and he said; ·'Young man, yoo look son-owful ... · Then he said, "Just tlook
look." SPfllrgeon said the preacher did nGt knaw anything ,but to shout his 
text. (I wish. some p.reachers dId not know any iDlJ()q"e than that nowadays.) 
But this man said, "'Loo,k", and by the blessing o·f .God !Spurgeon looked, and 
was saved. And Spurgeon said, .. Look ...... look-lO()k~nl:y tour letoters and two 
IOf them aUke." How simp'le Goo has made it, just to lo~k! 

Who ihas not read that old story from the Old Testament, that bit of 
history ~om the Old Testament aJbout the fiery &erpenll? Y{)U !remember how 
the 'people were dying"by hundreds, and they said to.iMoses, "·Pray unto :the 
Lol"d for 'US." .And lMoses prayed for the people, and 1lb.e wrd sa.id, "'Make a 
ser.pent of ,brass, a likeness of the thing ,that is destroying them, and' pull it on a 
pole, ,p·ut dt in tib..e midst of tlhe camp, and tell the people ·to look; and eve·ryone 
w,ho !looks shaH live." And ·Moses did as he was tiOtld. You can imagine some 
man wdthing ·in agony there because ,the 'poison o·f the fiery serpenll ,has !run 
all throu,gh ib.is system~possI'b1y he cannot stand up or turn his head-and 
someone CGmes to him and tells him, "There is life, my ,brotiher, ,in a look; 
just ,look at th.e serpent." But he 911.ys, ''What·is Ibhe use of telling me to look? 
Cannot you 'bring me some medicine, 'cannot you brIrig me a poultice, cannot 
you do something for me? Cannot you see that I a.m on :fire, the !pOison is 
running thro~ all my veins, and I shaLl 'be dead in a short time? Whall is 
the use of tellin'g me to look-what good can that do!" "Willy", that man 
would: have to say, "I do not ,know. I on'ly know that God says the moment 
you get :you·r eyes on that brazen seflll8nll you shal'l Bve." Will you do what 
GOO tells you? Will you so surrender YIOur inteUect .to God as to do exactly 
what He 'says aJlJd trust to, God to do what He has Ipromised to do? Will you 
do ,that? I can imagine that poor fellow-he !perhaps could noll turn his head; 
it may be he could just turn his eyes untH he got siglht lO,f the ser!pent-and 
instantly he was mad'e :whole. Did that look save ,him? The look signi<fied :that 
he sur-rendered Mmself aJbsolfUtely to Goo, and vhat He believed in God, and 
depended upon God to work ·the m-iracle. T,hat is a1:1. And the moment he 
ceased his o·wn thinking, 'and ib.!is QWn planning, and his own imagining, and 
just ,let God have His way, he was a whiO'le man. 

Wha.t is the appIication? Jl\1st the simple old stol'lY that Jesus was Ufted 'Up on 
the cross. He used! the fi,gu~e H!1mself, "As Moses IUlted 'IIIP the serpent in the 
wildernesS', even so must the ,Son of man be lift-ed up: ·that whosoever believeth 
:In him shoU'ld not ,perish, ;but have eternal Ufe." wm not you Christians ;pray 
Ilhat someone here may see? I ,know it is the A.BJC. of th.e gospel, but that is 
w~av we need. Look to Christ-away from yourself, away from yOW" cir.cum
stances, away ~om aU your weaJknesses, f,rom aU your temptations, from your 
church, from the wret.ched record .o,f failfU,re of the 'Past; ilook away from every
thing to Christ, fix your soul's eyes upon Ohrist, abandon yourself to Christ, 
yield y.our intelolect to Ohris.t, yield your !heart to Chr1sIl, yield 8111 ,there is of 
you to Ch.r:1st-look, man, look! 'LiOok! Just look, that ds aU! 

What. 'wiH ha.ppen the moment you do that? You have God's Word for it, 
that all ,the powers of 'Deiby are at the command of fai,th, and: the Goo WIho 
made you wiill make YJO'U over again: "Old' .things 'are passed' a way; behold, aI,1 
things are ,become new", and you shaH 'be a new creatu're ·in Oh.r'i.st. "Oh", you 
say, "is that aN I have got to d'O, sir, just" look?" Yes, look with your eyes shut, 
look with the eyes of. your heart, rest upon lIds promise that '"whosoev8!l" 'be1iev~ 
ellh in him shall oot perish, but have everlasting Ufe". 

\ 
'i 
) 
( 

i 
I 
I 



J'lLD.e 17, 1926. THE GOSPEL WITNESS (119) '1. 

~bttotia1. 

DR. J. W. HOYT LEADS BAPTISTS TO .VICfORY IN 
CHICAGO CONVENTION •. 

In our issue of April 212nd we eXJpressed' sUJ'IPr-ise to find the names of 
DJ"I:1. Jolin Roach ·,Straton of iNew York, and J. W. ·Hoyt· of Chicago, in the list 
of those who were alleged to have supported the resolutio·n on the open 
membership quetition adopted at the iOhjcago Conference on AprH 13th. In our 
issue of April 29th, among other ·things, we said, "We know Dr. Straton too 
well to believe vhat he ·WlOuld ever compromise on matters of princi.ple: .. The 
sam~ ·is true of Dr. J. W. Hoyt. We ,have never ·known two truer men." In 
our issue of iM·ay 6th we pll'bllshed an artlc1e by Dr. ,Straton entitled, "Have 
the Fundamentalists been Tricked .Again?" .together with' a Covering letter 
wihJ.ch had !been sent to The Baptist of OMcago, oln ·which Dr. ·Stratio.n .speajks 
of the "unfa;ir and even d·ishonest tre8itment. by The Baptist of those ,f,rom whom 
it differs". We ,learned from Dr. -Btraton in Washington that The Baptist report 
of the Oh·ica.go Conference Involved a gross misreprese.ntatlion. He also informed 
us that the resolution was brought "in when men thad on !their overcoats and 
were wearied of the day's discusMon. At Washington ·Dr.· Straton made one 
of the lDJOst effective of all .the SiPeeches delivered in opposition to J)r. Brougher's 
resolutlion. .. . 

And now we 'lea:rn that under the 'leadershlp of Dr. J. W. Hoytt, the Chicago 
Association 'has also repud1ated the action of the Northern Convention. The 
story of the action· of thl8 IChicago .AsSlOciation is one of thrilling interest, and 
sets an example which we hope wHI be ,followed' throughoutt the continent. 
Following is the story: 

DR. HOYT'S RESOLUTION. 

At the meeting ·of the Ohicago Association held· May 12tth., the following 
reSlO·lution was introduced by Dr. J. W. Hoyt, Pastor of the Belden Ave. Baptist 
Church: 

WhereaS there Is a strong agitatdon now gOing on in our Norl!herJl 
Baptist Convention regarding inclusive or open membership; and 

Whereas some of our churches have already adopted or are·.practlsiug 
. the inclusive or open mem:bership policy; and' 

Whe·reas tiMs is ·one (l,f the great questions that is to be d1scussed 
at our Northern Convention bo be held at Washi.ng;ton, ,D.C., May 20-30, 
1926; and 

Whereas this inclusive membership policy ~f continued: to 'be prac
. tised .will destroy Gur ·Baptist ·feHowshjp and ultimatel·y will destroy our 
Denomination· 

Therefore: be it resolved, that we the delegates r~resentin·g Ilhe 
churches of the Chicago Ass·ociation now assembled in Englewood Baptist 
Ohurch, May 12, 19~6, do reaffirm our :b.lstordc belief; (1).in the New 
Testament as the sole guide of faith and pra.ctice; (2-) 'in dmmersion as 
the scriptural mode of Bap,usm; ("3) in 'immersion as pre-requlsille t.o 
mem'bership in a Baptist church. 

Be it a:lso resolved ·UUl.t a committee of five (5) ,be now a'PIPo1nted 
to confer with ·the churches in the AssociatLon -who have adopted or are 
now practising this poUcy of receiving members into tlheir oo,urches wOo 

. have n:at been ·immersed .upon a confession of faith in Obrist, to request· 
tl1ese chu~ches to ·reconsider the adviBaibiliity of. continuing this polloey of 
'inclusive membership in view lO·f the fact that :it will destroy Ilhe iBaptlst 
fellowship and ultimately destroy the Bwptis.t Denomination. 'Dhis com
mittee to report at our next Assoclational gatJhering . 

.Be jt further resolved ttbat a co,py of this resolution Ibe sent to Th~ 
Baptist, the Watchman E:caminer, and to a.101 iBapMst. chul"lC1les now 
composing this ASSlO'ciation. 

We do not know whether the matter was discussed at the Association 
Meeting in .May, the matter was considered·, but actoion was deferred until 
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June Uth, when a special meet1ng of the Association was' to Ibe cal,led for its 
consid·erat'ion. 

This meeting was held, as arranged, in the Immanuel Baptist Ohurch, 
GMcago, !Monday evening, June 14th., at ·8.~O o'·clock. There was a large attend
ance, bhe total number of delegates voting being three hund'red and: sixty,. In 
moving his 'l"esol'l1t1on ·Dr. Hoyt remarked on the lal'ge attendance, and: said, 
"I have .been attending thds Association for a ,long time; this is the first time 
the delegates ,have :been asked to walk u,p to the front 110 say they bave !been 
duty .a.p,p'Ointed and able to vote. UsuaHy we are ,glad to have the crowd come 
whether 1lh.ey vote ~r not. If the programme committee this year wi'N take a 
friendly suggestion, ln the course of t.WtO or 1lh·ree years we shal,l aU Ibe iWearing 
badges." 

'l'his seems ,to ,be the ru:le everywhere. For many years in our Ontario 
and Quebec Convention we were accustomed' to hearing the Secretary of the 
ConvenUon :pleadilng· wrUh delegates to !bring in their railway certificates, 
because it was ·feared there would not be enough ;present 110 meet the require
ments of the railway for special 'return :rates. We have ,heard nothing of this 
in our Ontario and Quebec Convention for the ,last six or seven years, and! .u 
Is becoming an .lncreaslingly d:ifil.'cU:1t matter to find a ,buUding Iarge enough 
to hold lIhe people who desire to bear these most interesting discussions. The 
s.a.me has lbeen true of ·both the 'Southern and 'Northern Conventions. Some 
people seem to Ilhi·n.k that relIgious dJiscusslons injure the cause o·f ·Ohrost. We 
believe nothin.g coU'ld 'be 'farther from the truth. (F·1'lom ilie Acts 'Of lIhe Apostles 
we learn that ChristianIty made its amazing 'ad'vances during the apostolic 
perdod 'by means of discussIon and d'isiputation. And there is hope ·for any 
reLigious body while it maintains sufficient vitatity to discuss ·these vi,taI· 
IK'oblems. 

Continuoin.g, Dr. Hoy:t slIiid: 
"I am glad to have this opp'Ortunlity of presenting iIlMs resolution' 

to-nigh.t, first !because of the ,fact that it. bas somebhing to do with Ibringing 
together a 'large number of Baptist !people ,from the various Associations 
to disC'l1Ss a matter which is of vital impol"tance to lour Bapflist. churohes; 
and second'ly, ibecause 'I 'beHeve that this Tesolution fail"ly defines the 
poSition we ought to take at vMs p·articular time; and t.hirdly, ibecause 
I am not ·&kaid: to 1et my own church. know where I stand on bhis matter, 
no.r am I a·frald to let tJh.e !Baptists of Ohicago 'kn'ow 'Where I stand', and 
where I !belong in relation to the subject iWe have unde·r discussion. I 
am so-mewha.t surprised that a 'resolution such as we are now considering 
should even be mentioned in a Baptist Association. It shocks me lbeyond 
melliSure to reflecb that the time mas come when 11 shoul'll 'be necessary in 
8. .Baptist Association to d·iscuss that 'Whioh hitherto Baptists have al'Ways 
ta;ken ,for gmnted. At the 'Convention in Washington this year we spent 
nearly three hours fIaIllcing on tMs very question, a que.stion 'Whioch a 
few years ago W'Ould not ,be considered: a debata.ble matter in any Baptist 
assembly. I ·d·raw your attention to this ~ct to-night to let you 'know 
how far we have drifted f.rom our moorings anll from our historic Bapblst 
p'Os:f.tion. I want to 'let you know how far we have gone, how fIlII' ,we 
have Ibeen -led, 'and the directilon in which 'We are in dan.ger IOf being led 
in .the ,future. I would have you see als·o what this resolution -involves. 
in ord'e'r that you may observe :it is not a revolutionary tMng: 'We are 
nob proposing to introduce any sort ,of 'l"evolutionary movement into this 
lBaptilst AS'S·ociation. This resolution involves simply a reaffirmation of 
ou.r faith: it repres'ents what we have always' stood for, and Wlhat in 
my QPin.fon, we should stand ·for at th·j.s <time." 

Dr. Hoyt's resolution was seconded by the Rev. Wilfred iNoble, Pastor of 
Lo8'1n Square . Ba.pt1i.st Church. Mr. Noble said in part: 

. "I d·o not think t,here is any'One here to-night Who wou·ld question 
that. the New Testament teaches that onIy !believers are flo be baptized, 
and th.at lbaptism is always, in .the New Tesbament. immersion. I attended 
'Ba;ptolst schools 'before I 'became pastor of a BaptiGt cl1uroh, and: I -learned· 
In those Baptist institutilons that practically a1:1 the great .scholars ot 

- lIhe world !have agreed with us on th·is :pOint, .na.mely, that Immersion 
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was the apostolic . ,form of baptism; and that it was the only lloo'm of 
'baptism practIsed in the early church·. Now this resoLuti"on says that we 

. will recognize as Baptist. churches, churches tlhat practise only limmenion; 
but ab the same time it grants the pI'lvHege to that particu'lar cb.,urch of 
TecetV'ing into Us feIlowsh:Lp people who have not been immersed'. Now 
I say t.o YiOU to-night that thflit weakens the whole Baptist position. If 
we really 'believe in ·immersion let us stand ,for -immersion. Personally, 
I do not care what the se,cular newspapers have bo say. TMs is a matter 
of our loyalty to Jesus Christ. II have attended every meeting ot the 
Northern Baptist Convention tor nine yellll'S. Over and" over again I have 
heard it said that the Northern Baptist 'ConventJion 19 not the High Court 
of our 'Bl!lptist -oh.uTches: that the Nor:thern BaptIst Convention cannot 
settle SUQh a questl.on as this, bhat this matter must. be referred back to 
the AsSOCiations, and that ,the Assoc'iations themselves must deal w\lth 
the question. Now we are not ~eg!slating tor any Bwptist church, we 
are not telUng any Baptist ebJUrch what 1t must do; but I th'in'k the 
·tlme has come when Baptists should let the world know exactly what 
they bel,ieve, 'Whatever sacrifice 1-t may involve." 

Dr. 1M. P. Boynton, IPastor ot the 'Woodlla'Wn 'BaiPtist Ohurch, proposed an 
amendment as toHows: 

"The Chicago Baptist Association recognIzes ibs constituency as 
oonaistil.ng solely of those B'aptlst chur·ches In which the immersion of 
believers is recognized and practised as the only Script.ural IbaJptlsm: 

. and the Associ~tion hereby d'eclares that only ,immersed members will 
be recognized as delegates Ito ,the Association." 

'TIb.e amendment was the resolution adopted' ,by ,the 'NlOrthern Baptist 
Convention, the only Change :being in the substitutIon 'Ot the word "AsSlQiciation" 
for the word '~Convention". Dr. IBoynton's amendment was secOnded illy Dr. 
Ch'arles W. GilJkey, Pe.stor ot the Hyde Park BaAptJist. Church. Dr. Boynton in 
BIlPlPorting the amendment spoke if..n part as ifoHows: 

"Tihis has 'been a very d'eUghtful a:d'dress to wh-iah, we have l-istened, 
to which I ltihink we all agree ·dOlWll ,to the commHtee.· I have discovered 
that In Ba,ptist ifelloWliJohlp when we talk the 1jhing bhroug.h we find that 
in the end we agree with n:in'ety.,flve percent, 'and the difference is on 
the ·five !per,cent." 

Dr. Boynton proceeded then to give the Bwptist s'choo'ls and bhe Baptist 
Fore'ign Mission Board what was practically a clean biR ot health. Coming 
to the question in hand he said: 

"Wlhen ·in Seattle !We had a great disturbance as ·to OIPen membership, 
and In Wa9'hington we discovered' by a .polll of the Denomination that 
there !Were a:bout thirty-six Ch'llTches out of ten thousand seven i1l1undred, 
speaking in round num,bers, which ,practised anything -like open mem
·bersihli.·p. 'Now how many churches do you think /We have 1~ the Chicago 
Association that praJCtise OIPBn member-ship? Just one; a subuI1lan 
ch:urch '()IUt ot bhe city in a country community, adapting its'elf to the 
exigencies ot its surround'ings. That:is' al:l there ~s in this Association 
that pract1ses <l!pen membership. . . . 'We ought to get. the facts before 
we figJht, not get the facts in the fighll, and th'en d"iscover that the facts 
do not jusUty the fight.. ISO I brIng a resolution ada'pted' to this Associa
tion, that was adopted by ·the Wash:in,gton -Convenmon, after the splendid 
debate whfocfu rS'Presented one o.t the finest debates we have ever had on 
tJhe .platform ot tJhe Northern Oonventlon. . . . 

"This is a stroke ot genius In Baptist polity, Ibecause it does not inter· 
fere with the Independence of the local church. This resolution Insists 
that the churches which have tnem'bershlp 'here sh.all recognize and prac
tise nothing but the immerS'ion l()ot beLievers. If they recognize anything 
else as Baptists, i.f they practise anything else as iB81ptlsts other than 
hllmer.sion, they cut themselves off from this All'Sociation. Now here i9 
a little church out in the country practiSing what this resolution ot Dr. 
Hoyt calls open or Inclusoive membership. TIll!ler thi.S' resolution we 
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would not cut that little church off, ,because 1-t does not recognize or 
pra.cUise anything else !:han ·believers' 'bapUsm; !but it does receive dnto 
full voting membership lleople wlho 'have not 'been immersed, Ibut they 
do not recognize or practise anything else than immersion as .baptism." 

Dr. Boynton's amendment was seconded by Dr. Gilkey, .but the reporter 
said it was nothing more than a fiow of words, and made no contribution what
ever to the debate. 

Other speakers participated in tbe debate. When the vote on Dr. Boynton's 
amendment was taken, ·the yeaS' numbered one hundred and forty-five, and ·the 
nays, two bundred and fifteen. Thus Dr. Hoyt's resolution carried by a maj
ority of seventy. And all this happened in the city of ChIcago under the 
9hadow of Chicago University where ·that institution's in1luence may be sup
posed to be the strongest! This took place in the city in which the Northern 
BaptJist Convention will meet next year! 

Some mention should be made here of the vote by churches. The churches 
were po.lled, so thllit there s·hould be no mistake. From the Woodlawn Church, 
of which Dr. Boynton is pastor, twelve delegates were present: five voted for 
Dr. Boynton's amendment, and ·soeven voted against U; so that apparently Dr. 
Boynton's compromising pOSition does not carry ev~n his own church. At 
the Northern Convention Dr. H. W. Virgin, Pastor of the North Shore Baptist 
Church, Chicago, .spoke in support of Dr. Brougher'·s compromise, and we pre
sume voted In the same way. At the Chicago Association, twelve delegates 
were presen·t from Dr. Virgin's church: three voted for Dr. Boynton's amend
ment,-tha:t is, for the same reS'Olution which Dr. Virgin supported at Washing-

• ton, while nine of the twelve voted again.st the amendment and for Dr. Hoyt's 
resolution. If the delegates represented Dr. Virgin's church, it would appear 
tbat he ·bas seven,ty-five per cent. of his mem,bers in opposition .to the position 
he took at Washington; while Dr.· Boynton, by tbe same reckoning, had a 
fraction less than forty-two pe·r cent. of his membership with him, and a 
fraction over fifty-eight per cent. opposed. The delegate,s from a number of 
churches voted unanimously In support of Dr. Hoyt's resolution, among them: 
Belden Avenue, Al,bany Park, Covenant Churcb, Betbany, Messiab, Clyde, 
Marquette Church, INrst Baptist Churcb, Wbeaton, ·and South 'Chicago Baptist 
Church. 

The absence of Dr. Virgin, of the North Shore Cburch; ·and of Dr. Taft, 
President of the Northern Theological Seminary, was ·freely· commented upon.· 
Of course, it Is always pos·sible that busy men may Ibe kept away from a meet
ing 'by other duties, ·but w·ben a question wbicb has agitated tbe whole con· 
stituency of the Nortbern .Baptlst Convention, and which had been the ·9Ub
ject of a resolutrion at the Convention Itself, was under discussion in the 
Chicago Association, it would be reasonable to expect that men occupying 
positions like Dr.s. Virgin and Taft, if they were una·ble to be present would 
have Slant some explanation of their absence. Dr. Taft, some time before' the 
Convention, read a perfect"ty orthodox .paper on this very question; but at the 
Washington Convention he did not vote ·for Dr. Riley's resolution, althougb 
it was in accord with the position he had publicly taken. 

It was obsoerved that several pastors who voted in support oftbe Brougher 
resolution at Washington, voted against the ·same resolution In the Chicago 
Association. Had he !been present, as Dr. Boynton was, Dr. Virgin would have 
found seventy-five per cent. of his own delegates voting against him on the 
Issue which he had supported in his speech at WaSlhing·ton. 

Thus the decision of the Ohicago Association is a mighty argument tor 
carrying ·all these matters back to the individ.uaZ church. -Dn thls point. we 
shall ·have more to say la.ter .. 

AFRAID OF THE SECULAR PRESS. 
Some of the speakers S'Upporting Dr. Boynton's amendment expressed great 

concern as to what the secular newgpapers might say, while the supporters 
of Dr. Hoyt's resolution vociferollSily declared thllit they did not care what 
the secular press said. Dr. Boynton's Bupporter,s criticised the reports in the 
public preS'll at Washington and Seattle, partlcu.l.arly the head-lines. Here are 
some of t·he head-lines copied from the Washington papers: 
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"Fundamentalists Defeated in Vote on 'Immersion." 
"Leader of 'Middle' Delegates may be Backed by Modernists for Preel

. doocy." 
"Conciliation Body Wins In First Test in Baptist Parley. Fundamentalist. 

. resolution demanding immersion is turned down. Open Membership 
Churches are kept in by result." 

"Dr. J. W. Brougher Heads Convention of Baptist Church. Modernists 
and Middle-of-Roaders Group Win Over Fundamentalists." 

We have had some opportunity to observe newspaper reports, and we 
thought the Washington reports were particularly fair: they were certainly 
right in saying that Dr. Brougher was elected ,by modernists and mlddle-of-the 
roaders! They were certainly correct In. representing the adoption of ,the 
Brougher resolution as the adoption of the opeD-membership, or inclusive, 
poUcy of the Pal'k Avenue Church! Bull ~n any event, we wonder wh-y minis
ters should be afraid to let their own ch;urches, and the worid generaLly, know 
exactly wthart they lbeI~eve? 

OUT OF 10,700 BAPTIST CHURCHES ONLY 36 OPEN MEMBERSHIP. 
It will have been observed that Dr. Boynton stated that ·out of .ten thou· 

sand seven hundred churche·s in the Northern Baptist Convention, there were 
only about thirty-six church-es which practised anything like open-memJbership. 
Yet it will 'be remembered that before the Convention many letters were wrlt
,ten to the Baptist p'apers objecting to the proposed amendment to the Con
stitution, on the alleged ground .that it would be an Injustice to the free Bap
Msts. We are more than ever convinced that these letters were 'not printed 
for ·these thirty-slx churches to which Dr. Boynton referred, but for one church, 
the Park Avenue Church-the Fosdick-R'ockefeller church. Dr. Boynton also 
said that in the Chicago Association, ·there was only one church in a country 
community which practised ·open-membershlp, Was Dr. Boynton thinking of 
that one church when he proposed his amendment? or was he endeavouring 
to get the Association to accept the Convention'.s position on the subject? . 

THE PRACTICAL EFFECT OF OPEN-MEMBERSHIP. 
The open-me·m,bershi-p church in the Chicago Association to which Dr. 

Boynton refers is the Barrington Church. A former pastor ·of thBlt church is 
authority for the statement that when he was pastor the ,baptistery wa.s In the 
basement, and that when he became pastor he insisted on having the baptistery 
brought upstllilrs; but even then It was stipulated that when Ibaptism was admin
istered, it should never be on Sunday-but always on 'week-days when there 
would be few witnesses_ What else could be expected? This is largely true 
of many of the open-membership churches in England. Open-membership 
means a divided membership; and this, of course, means that If the pastor 
should speak on the subject of baptism, his message has direct appldcation 
to the un,baptized mem'ber,g of the church. If these are influential people, 
it is Ukely to create a very unpleasant situation, This has -the effect of ,tying 
the tongue of the pastor, and, in .many instances, the pulpit d·s silent on the' 
subject. . 

PREPARATION FOR THE CHICAGO VOTE. 
The result of the vote on thd.s subject at the Chicago Associ!lition certainly 

sugge·ets that it would be a good thing· if all the Associations -throughout the 
Northern Baptist Convention were to take this matter under considerBltion. 
In every AS'Sociation there would be found many .still true to the faith; and 
if some one bro,ther would take the responsibillty of br1nging the matter up 
as Dr. Hoyt did, a great victory might yet be won. For the information and 
encouragement of any who may contemplate doing such a thing, It should be 
known that in preparation for this Chicago meeting on June 14th a circular 
letter was sent to all the churches of' the As·SlQciation stating the ·business of 
the Association, and closing with these word,s: 

"')'f your church has not already appointed its delegates, appoint 
them on Sunday, and have them Instructed. If you have already ap
pointed them, but have' not Instructed them, have your church instruct 
them on Sunday. -
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We ask you to pray that the Lord will keep guard over His Church 
and His people, and that on Monday night His spirit and Power wUl 
prevail 

We are your brethren in Christ, 
(Signed) 

WILli'RED L. NOBLE FRED S. DONNEIJSON 
JOSEPH CROFT DENT W. H. COSSUM 
J. W. HOYT . JOHN H. HUGHES:" 

Our heal'ty congratulations to Dr. Hoyt and those who voted with him! 
He Irtands as we have always found him, like a rock. 

THE CHICAGO ASSOCIATION SUGGESTS A MEANS OF 
SETTLEMENT FOR ONTARIO AND QUEBEC BAPTISTS. 
The article on Ibhe Chicago Assocla.tion s-hows tJhat the decision there 

obtained was tJhe re91llt of the question at issue havi.ng Ibeen considered: by the 
Indivddua~ cl1urohes. We respectfuHy suggest a means of settlement of the 
matters in di-spute 'in the Ontario and Quebec Convention. 

Let tihe Executive Committee of tIlle Conventi1m IIIppoint tJw.o commibteee 
representing ·the two sides of the controversy. ·Let each -committee present a 
statement of its case. Let these 'Ilwo statements be published tOgether by 1Jhe 
Executive Committee, and sent to the churches ,in .sufficient quantities to enalble 
ev·ery mem'ber of every church in the Convention to have a copy. Give the:m: 
a month to carefu'l,ly study the questilon. Let .it be understood' that every pastor 
and every member of tlb.e church is to have 'perfect f,reedom to dIs{'l.lS6 the 
question; an'd then let the churohes come together and eXiPress their decision, 
and let delegates be appointed to Dhe Convent-ion 1nstructed to vote in accord 
with the decision of the cb.ul'1Ch. A form of :resolution ·eoul'd 'be ,prepared by 
each committee hereInbefore ;referred to, endorsing oflheior ·position; and a 
form of amend:ment. in opposition. These cou'ld 'be 'Printed wioth· the committees' 
svatements, and voted upon !by t'he indivIdual churches. 1.'he ,instructed dele
gates could then come to the Convention ,to register tJheir church's decision. 
Tb.ts done, an arrangement· could: 'be made, ei-lfuer that iboth s'ides of t.he con· 
troversy should be free to present the'l'r side of ·tJhe question 00 the churches, 
or, otherwlse, if ,thought 'beet, that the official statement alone ShOIl'ld go to 
the churches and an agreement entered inoo that each chul'ch. should be :lett 
to consdder the question without any other outside ·i-nformation ·than that 
containedl :in the official statement. 

If such a course were 'accepted il1 would be impossi'ble, of course, to 'bind 
either side to accept the dems-ion of the majority whetih·er great or smaU. For 
ourselves, we couId never lCOn.sent to 'hold ,fellowship, or work with, an organiza
tion or .fIlJStitution that tolerates bhat whi-ch denies the 'divine ,inspIration and 
authority of the Bible as the Word of God. The 'Plan we have suggested would 
merely have tJhe effect of taktn,g & plebiscite of the .churChes on thds great .lssue, 
and would lead us more quickly 00 a finllil decision. If U s'hould 'be found that 
an actullil majority of the Baptists of this Convention-.whllch means, of the 
IndIvidual ;Baptists of thIs ConvenUon--lWith all Itohe facts before them, do 
actuaI'ly approve \Qof the 'Present COUNe of I1he BOllird of Governo·rs of McMaster 
in IIIPPointing and meJlntalning in his 'Position a man wlho holds and teaches 
Wlb.at Professor Marshall undoubtedly 'b.'olds and, teaches, we have no hesitation 
wh8(tever ~n say.ing that. 'We sh.ould take steps, so ·far as we are concerned, to 
leave the Convenm.on in peace. It is because we are of the lOIPinion that the 
raD!k and ·file of the membeN of oW- churches still stand for the old faith that 
we are determ~ned :to st&y in the Convention and contend for better· things. 
But we think 1ihe foregoing suggestion ·is worthy of sincere consldel'8ltilOD as a 
short cut to a settlement of our !present distresses. 

A RISING BAPTIST EDITOR. 
We 'b.a.11 Mr. W. G. Brown, B.A., Pastor of OrangevnIe Baptist. Church, as' 

a young man with a true journali-Bti-c gUt; and: pred'ict thall· ere many years 
he wil:1 ibe !recognized as one of the foreJllJOl!!t Baptists of ,this country. 

We have before .us a OO!Py of The Prophet, edited by Mr. Brown, dated 
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June l.2tJb. It is pu'bUshed! -in tabloi'd form, and this issue has e'ighit pages. The 
enVire paper is devoted to a d'iscussion of ;the McMaster contI-oversy. We do 
not q\lJOte w.bat Mr. Brown says, because we want all ou·r readers to read it ,in 
The Prophet. for th.emselves, but we givo the headings of some of ,the articles: 

On the front page there are three articles as follows: 
1. iP·rofessor !Marshall's Weak Teadhing on !MIracles. 
2. McMaster TeaClhing on Me·aning of the Cross. 
3. J'onaih. In the Light of God, by Prof. E. M. Keirstead, n.D. 

Article titles on 'Page 2:. 
1. Givin'g 'DheCarty iBLow. 
2. 'Some IMcMaster Tea.ch.ing on Inspiration. 
3. rnhill'king It Th·rough. 

Article titles on page 3: 
1. "Only Valid Authority Is That Of EXiperience." 
2. (lonearning the Bi,ble, Jona:h, and IScience. 
3. Loose Views on Christian iEXlpedence. 
4. Grievous Effect of Teaching on IStudents. 

Mtiole on page 4: The 'Ca,use o·l the T,roUible. 
Article on page fi: PJ'Ofessor Marshall a rJlJberal 'Evangelical. 
Article on page 6: Tells What to Teach Catachnmens' Classes on Ch·n1stlan' 

BeIiefs. 
Article titles on page 7: 

1. '~Sentences Jotted D'own -in ·the Ordinary Way." 
2. Our Estimlllte of Man's Na.tural Ca,pacity. 

Article on pa,ge 8: McMaster's PosiMon on '1'he Fnndamenrtals. 
On Wednesday evening, June l'6th, 'Mr. Brown spoke .in Ms Ifather's church, 

Annette Street B3lPtist, .to a congregation that cl'lQwded the buUdlng to ~pacity, 
an, "Modernism, I1he greatest enemy of .. tJhe church." 

We print .below subscrillt10n form for The Pr01lhet, and we hope every 
Nader of tWs .paper will 8;t least send for a copy of t!h1s issue; and,.if possilble, 
snbscribe for the ,pa·per. 

SUBSCRIBE FOR "THE PRO,PHET" 
Quantities of th1s edition, devoted to an eXlposition of t:h.e Modernis11l.<i 

teaahdngs in McMaster lTniverslty, over which the present controversy 
among Canad·ian Baptists is raging, maq be obtained fu"om the Secretary 
at I1he follOWing rates:-

Singie copies ........................... 6c. each 
In quantities of 10 or more ........... Bc. each 

Cf.rculat.e the informaUlOn far and wide. 
The next ed,ition 'of The PTOfIhet wUl contain an exposure of Mc

Master's position on EvO'lution. Don',t miss dot. 
Send' in your year's su·bscri.ption ,to-<1ay. 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
M'ies G. M. Pepplatt, Secretary, The Prophet, 

32 Willard ·S,t. S., Toronto 3, Onto 
Please send The Prophet for one year to Ilhe .follow,ing address. For 

this I enclose the sum of 60c. 
. ' Yours sineerely, 

(lN~e) •••....•....•••••. : .•...•••..••••••.•.••...•• 

(Address) ...... : .................................. . 

A SELF .EXPLAINING LEITER. 

R~v. T .. T. ·Shields, D.D., 
Th·ron'to. 

Dear !Brother: 

Vancouver, B.C., June 2, 19Ct6 

In t.he OanatUan BaptiSt ·fOil" May a7·th just to l).and, 17here appears 
an unequivocal assertion of the soundness of doctrine at McMaster Col. 
)ege, olosing w1th the words, "We assure our readera that at IMc.MasI:er 
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I!here is no compromise In tohek ·fund'ament1lils oil the faith." 
"The Charges wlb.i'ch disturlb the confidence o.f the iPeople are uncalled 

torr and . wIthout foundation." 
"The oUn1verS'ity is ;prepared today as in the 'Past to gIve safe and 

sane leadership to the denomination oand can be trusted ·to be true to 
the pasl! an'd' faithful to the future." 

. I read the a!bove wIth some astonishment in vIew of an episode which 
occurred Iast :year whlIe the Northern oQonvention was meeting at Seatt'le 
and the fi'ght over the seating of the F<lsd1,ck delegat.es was on. At. thaI! 
time I was 'waLk,ing a.long the strreets of Vancouver when a man approached! 
me and greeted me, remip.ding me that we had' met some years previously 
on a train journey. I rt!eOUected tlhe meeting and also having found in 
eonversation on that occasion that !he held modernist views and had 
presented him with a little 'boo'k contaIning a very fine argument for tlhe 
lI1istorlc faith. T.his reooHection and ,the fact llhat he now ·grreeted me 
clordially led me to seek 'in conversation, to discover whether his views 
had under.gone any chan:ge, and lIJOt knowing that my friend had' any 
,interest in the lBa;ptist denominatIon, 'I referred to the facll that moderrn· 
ists and ·fundamentalists were ~ocked' in controversy, caused 'by Dr. 
Fosdick's views, 'but 'he quickly assured me that 'he consld~red Dr. FosdIck 
to !be the ·greatest leader of reUgious thO\l~tI of today! 

This remark led: me to ql\lestion him more clJosely when he stated 
'frankly that he was a Baptist and 'Considered himself on the solid! ground! 
of truth and Uberty; that he had /been educated' for tlhe min'istry at 
McMaster College and' that it was there, un·d'er 'the teachin,g of Professor 
Cross, 'he was ~ed', as he eXJpressed it, 'OI\1t of the narrowness of old· 
fashioned lO,rthodoxy into tbAl !broad clear sunlight of an enligMeneel 
religious: understanding. 

He e~piained that hIs er'isis came Wihen Professor Cross declared 
that the old view of Atonement was no'longer tenable and that Jesus 
died merely as an expression of :his devotl:on to an id'eal and that unless 
the s1ru.dents ,themselves were prepared to ,dIe as Jesus did, .for theIr 
ideals, they WOUld' never accomplish anything worth while in the WIOrld. 

!My friendl admItted' that !he passed through a 'PerIod of terri'ble dark· 
ness as a consequence of the necessity of forsakIng the ,faith of hIs y.outh 
for the teachings of Dr. Cross, but emel'lged at lastl ,into the Uberty and 
'freedom of :which he ,had already spoken. 

[ ICIlnnot at this distance ·give the emct WIOrds of our conversation,. 
!liut in evel"Y 'detai,l my relation of what passed Is true to the tenor of the 
expressions used, and in vIew of llhe a'bove sad factS' I, for one, cannot 
take the statements ,publIshed over the name of C. R. Duncan, Educational 
Secretary, with any confidence that what happened a few years ago I\lnder 
the teaching of Dr. Cross ·may not. be repeated again, unless the ,faculty Gf 
McMaster are prepared' to pull their signatures to a clear statement of the 
histor~c faith and re-siogn such a ·document annually. 

You are at li'berty tG m8lke Wlhatever use you thin,k fit of thIs letter 
w!hI'ch is not intend~d to suggest that 1Mr. Duncan is 'deHlbera1lely seeldng 
to camou:fl.age the sItuation; but Is an evident ,prQof that good and worthy 
men, as I judge hIm 'by' his article to 1be, need ,to wake up to facts .before 
tlhey make general statements. 

I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) H. F. Browu. 
P.S. I ought to have also stated that my Ifriend eXiplained that Ms 

changed' v.Iews Ih.ad, ,led him to reUnq'Ulsh the Objeotive of t'he Christian 
ministry. 

THE EDITOR AT WHEATON COLLEGE.' 
This week, June 16th, the Edit9r delivered the Commencement address 

at Wheaton College, Whtlaton, Ill. . The address will be published next we~k. 
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BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR LESSON 
Lesson 2. THIRD QUARTER. July 11, 1926 

THE CONSPIRACY" AGAINST JESUS. 
Lesson Text: Matt., eh. 26. Parallel passages: Mark 14: 1-72; Luke 22: 1-62. 
I. THE DIVINE PURPOSE AND THE SATANIC WILL (vs. 1-5). 

1. Our Lord announces the fact, the time, and the manllllr of His death. 
This is a further revelation of His foreknowledge, and of His resolution in 
carrying out trul divine purposes of the incarnation: He came "to give his life 
a ransom for many". 2. Inspired of the Devil, the" enemy conspired to kill 
Him: "Then assembled", etc. (vs. 3-4). How comforting to re&ct that the 
Devil has his limitations, e.g., the case of Job (Job. chapters 1 and 2)! 3. 
The enemy sought to effect their purpose in secr,et, fearing the people. Thus 
evil-doers always love darkness rather than light. It is by "subtiIty" men seek 
to destroy t~ written Word as they endeavollred to kill the Word Incarnate. 
II. A REVELATION OF THE BETRAYER'S MOTIVE. " 

The account of Christ's anointing in Bethany is here given somewhat out 
of its chronological order-see parallel passages cited at the beginning of this 
lesson-but it would appear that it is inl¥!rted here as revealing the reason for 
the attitude of Judas. The connection between this I;lnd )lis betrayal of the 
Lord is unmistakable. We will not, in this lesson, go into this story in detail, 
as we shall study it again when WI! come to John, chapter 12. 

1. -It is enough to say that-Judas counted it a waste to make Christ the 
centre and circumference of one's affections, for that is what Mary did. And 
this is ever the attitud(.! of the enemy. The carnal mind, under the dominance 
of Satan, is always jealo1}s of the "prominence of Christ. This is the very 
spirit of Antichrist. This appears in the present conflict between Modernism 
and Fundarilf.!ntalism. The spirit of Judas finds many a reincarnation, and 
vents its spleen ultimately upon the Person of Christ. 2. John tells us (chap. 13: 
27) Satan entered into Judas. Thus we are informed of the inspiring cause 
of Judas' treacherY. Do,es it not suggest that our hearts are made to be the 
abode of the Holy Spirit, or of Satan; and we have our choice between the two. 
3. Judas sought to profit by his treachery: "What will ye give me?" " (vs. 15). 
Thus men still betray Christ and His cauSoe for place, and position, and some
times literally for money. 
III. CHRIST OUR PASSOVER. . 

1. The physical details of the divine ordering here revealed, while rela
tively unimportant, constitute a further revelation of the "omniscience and 
sovereignty of Christ. He was Lord of His circumstances (compare Matt. 26: 
17-19; Mark 14: 12-16; Luke 22: 7-13). 2. Christ same to fulfil the law; hence 
He offered Himself at the time of the Passov,er_ 3. His perfect knowledge of 
the heart of men is here disclosed by His prediction of His own betrayal, and 
His knowledge of who should betray Him. 4. ~ disciples evinced an in
stinctive knowledge of their own depravity, for they said, -"Is it I?" John only 
(chap. 13: 23-25) asked, "Who is it?" And he asked the question while he 
was "leaning on Jesus' bosom". AnywhP-re else than that, the best of men 
may ask, "Is it I?" 5. Jesus gave a new significance to the Passover Feast 
by the institution of the Supper (vs. 26-30; see also 1 Cor. 11: 23-24). 
IV. PETER AS A TYPE OF BELIEVERS GENERALLY (vs. 31-35). 

1. He was forewarned of his weakness. The New Testament is full of 
admonitions to the effect that we must watch and pray lest we "enter into 
temptation. 2. Notwithstanding, Peter was confident of his own integrity: 
"Let him that think.eth he standeth take heed lest he fall". When the Word 
of God tells us we are in danger, we had better give heed to the warning. 3. 
It should be borne in mind that all the disciples said the same thing (v. 35); 
so that Pf.!ter was no more confident than the rest. 
V. THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE (vs. 36-46). 

1. Christ moves from society to solitude; He leaves His disciples that He 
might go and pray; He takes with Him three, and when He had told them that 
His soul was exceedingly sorrowful p-ven "unto death, "He went n little farther" 
that He might be alone with God. So must the agonizing soul withdraw not 
only from the multitude, but even from its most intimate associates "to be with 
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God alone. Thus "Jacob was left alone; and ther~ wrestled a ~an with him 
until the bre"aking of the day". 2. The prayer ~ecorded (v. 39) IS a prayer of 
resignation and revelation. It shows that ChrIst was (a) absolutely ~ev~ted 
to ~ divine will; (b) the awfuln~s~ of the cuP. abo?t t'? be put to HIS l~ps. 
This is implied in the prayer, that if It were possIble It mIght pass from HIm; 
(c) the absolute necessity for t~ shedding of His blood in order to th~ s!'1lva; 
tion of men for obviously no other way could be found. 3. The dIscIples 
separation f~om His solitary vigil: He found His disciples asleep." They did 
not understand the meaning of His infinit.e sorrow; not yet had they learned 
that He was to die "the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God". 
And in the presence of His infinite suffering they slept. We must not blame 
t~m too severely for that was a grief into which only God Himself could 
enter. Yet in a measure we may make application of the principle to our
selves. We, too, must have our Gethsemanes; we, too, must bear burcU!ns and 
experience griefs which no others can share; nor must we complain if while 
we suffer others s~ep. 4. A prayer repeated (vs. 42-44): He "prayed the 
third time, saying the same words". That was real prayer. There is a rep'eti
tion which is not "vain repetition." Again and again we need to pray, "Thy 
will be done". 
VI. THE GREAT BETRAYAL (vs. 47-56). 

1. Here is t~ record of the greatest sin ever committed, the supreme 
treachery, the sin unpardonable, the betrayal of heaven's Best, to hell's worst. 
Can this sin be repeated? Alas, it may, when men set ~ir affections upon 
all the interests of time and sense, and choose them rather than heavenly 
tr~asures, and reject the salvation affected at the price of blood for mere 
temporal gain. They, tQo, turn their back on God, and offer their service ~ 
the Devil, and turn from heaven to hell. 2. Love's last appeal (vs. 60). DId 
ever mortal ears hear such words as t~se, "Friend, wherefore art thou come?" 
Thus redeeming love leaves man's treachery without ~xcuse; and ere the deed 
which consigns a soul to perdition is accoinplished, gives the traitor an oppor
tunity to r~pent and calls him, "Friend". 3. The sovereign surrender of Christ: 
Nowhere did our Lord mote conspicuously display His sover~ignty than in 
His surrender of Himself first to those who came to take him, and later at the 
cross. (a) He refused all human help. How litt~ did He need the sword of 
Peter! (b) He refused angelic reinforcement; He came to tread the wine
PnlSS alone; and all this that the Scripture might be fulfilled. What import
ance our Lord attached to the Scriptures! He kMW them to be the Word of 
God, which must be fulfilled at all costs. What a contrast between the rever-" 
ent attitucU! of the Son of God toward the Scriptures, and the attitude of 
ignorant and impious religious professors of to-day! 4. The forsaken Christ: 
Who could imagine the scene! The disciples who had all joined with Peter in 
their declarations of loyalty now all forsook Him and fled. " 

" VO. CHRIST BEFORE CAIAPHAS. 
1. The Son of God is brought to trial and accu~d by the officers of 

religion. The Devil has always done his deadliest work under the guise of 
religion. 2. They sought false witnesse~ against Him, Who was and is the truth. 
No other kind of witness can ev~r be found against the Word of God but false 
witness. There is a striking parallel between the~ proceedings and the 
critical movement of to-day, which would crucify the Son of God afr~sh. 3. 
Jesus made no reply to the false witnesses. 4. He did declare His Messiahship 
in answer to the direct question of the High Priest. Thus the rejectors of 
Christ had His own Word for it that He was the Son of God. 6. But an un
reasoning enmity revealed its own nature in judging Him worthy of death. 
The carnal mind has murder in it always for the Son of God. 
VOl. PETER'S DENIAL. 

Peter is fr~quently spoken of as though he were exceptionally weak. His 
offence ,cannot be condoned; but it should be borne in mind that all the other 
disciples kept too far away even to be asked questions. 1. Pet.er was in bad 
company. It is a dangerous thing to consort with the enemies of Christ or to 
warm one's self at tb~ fires which they have kindled (Ps. 1). Peter denied his 
Lord three times. The great sin was in the first rather than in the third 
denial. We cannot take the third wrong step if w~ do not take the first. We 
should guard against the beginnings of evil. 3. Christ's prediction was liter
ally fulfilled. 4. The one bright spot in the story is in the fact that Peter wept. 


