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T.HE INEVITABLE .. TR!.UMPH OF' FUNDAMENTALIS!\1. 

A Sermon by the Pastor. 

Preached in JarV'is 'Street Church, Toron.tO. Sun'day Evenin,g, . .A.prll a5th, 182<6. 

"For ever, 0 Lord, thy word.is settled in heaven ... ~'psalm: li9::89: 

(Stenogr",phically . RepOrted:) . 

~ 
WElliL.JJNSmUC'l'ED Sicrlobe. brings fQI:.th out. of -his ,treasures thi~ 

. ,both new· and old; .but this is ()ne .af the times .when .1. propose 1lo 

A.' /bring forth. only that which js ~ld:. ,I 'ha.ve no particularly new th·ing 
. to say .to yJOu. 1 think pe:rhBJpi;':1 fi),ay have told some .of .you . of." a 

= ,friend. of mine 1 .knew some ~rs"ago who ",as. 81 'preacher, and who WW had a most extraoriHna;ry 'hobby~eci8)~'ly .. for ,.a preacluir.---.he 
. carried 81bout wi,th him a ,bag of 'Prec.lous BtQnes.:. oP.&ls. and emeralds, 
and l'u,bies,.and· diamonds .. ~e d,id1).ot '\)1,ly vpe~ w:i"th that. which·.he 

received: '!from the church treasury! 1 dlO .DKl't 'lplow how.'he got them. !but he 
had them. He 'had .pockets made aU 0YElr h,ls clotMn·g,. :for .he carl'ied Some of 
t'hem wUh 'him. . He was a .g.reat pl);tur!lHst, an~· when he dded' he left ·.·a large 
coHection to the city in .W;hich.'he had .. ¢·in-ist'ered. .1 went .to e~ him one ,bright 
morning. He.sat iD! b.1e hotel room,.an<lJh~ sun :was. stre~miI1-g. through h,iil .. w:1n
dow .. 'He wa·s .sitting comfortably in an, e!LB'Y. c~llir, -a.n4· as l came.in hEl' 'saJd, 
"Come and sit over 'here, a,nd 1 will introduce you to. my" fi'ien!ls.'~ jHe',p1cked, up, 
fi·rst of.ali, a large.opal, 1 had."never seen such a.ston'!! .. ''No()w''~ hesa1d,"lu~t 
hold that lUI"in the sunoI-ight", and 'I held. it~. iHe said, "You.·know, that ... stone 
is almost a living thing to me. 1 never look at it 'but I admire, the .works 
of God; it never seems to 'be -twice ali.ke.~' . Then he ,too'k s-ton~ 8.lfter. st.one and 
hel-d: them up saying, "I just revel iIi. vheir beau.ty." 1 do .. not commend tha~ 
hobby to yoou-i.t is rather an expensive'one; one.·in wh'icb. -I, at oIeast, 'have never 
been a:ble to .indulge. But th~re.'are other. kiJ;lds. of jewels w!i! ~ay haVEl. with 
us:' .this Holy WoI;d is a .casket of jewels; .and 1 ;know of no1:lb.41g more Inepi.ring 
than just to iltpen it and take'vhe~ out. one after.tb.eother. and' admire th.8IQ., 
and :proaise God for them. That is what ,Mr. IStQ.cld.ey did .!for ·1lS ·this morning 
:when"he held up that great .truth of .j.ust.ification iby,faith.. An.<l ihow our. hearts 
rejoiced i-n it!-noV .because .lot.·was n'ew, ·but, :being old, -it·iS ever fresh. I-t came 
to our hearts like fresh water to a thirsty trav~ller., " '. 
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....• 'So I want to talk .to YOU 6011" a . .]jUle ·W'h·i]e tboi's even~ng 81bout 'some very 
old .. th.itlgs .. ::I know'of nothing·o·lder ,than ·f.'his tl!ixt.·if.seltf: "."'For' ever, O.::r';ord. 
th"'~word' -is . settled' in "h~aven.'~ The wu:bject announceil ',ro'r this evenJ.ng was,:' 
';The Inevitable Triumph of FimdwmentaIi'S'm," w:Illit is IFundamenW,lsm?" r' 
heard' of a'prominent.lifeacher:·ln this citY: s8.yjn·g· quite' r'eeently to bls: congr.e- . 

. gati,oo' .~1iat 'he :was ne'lther a fuil'damenfafi'st nor ,. a ',moaern-ist.j": that': lbotJh' 
represented extremes of thoilgh l.:: . And: ·t~efe: .are: :t1ioSe.~ ~h9' . !l.e~~. dJ~P'pse(t. t9" . 
think that ,that body' 01 tru~h: for' 'Yni~h'fu~danj~ntal!~t~ .s~il~d ,is ~oJIl,ef.jhjng. , 
other· 'Nla;n the ·old gospelL th~t'it I is something ~ew, o~!~ oth.e~is,e, '11,. ~~8:t!cal: 
eXipression of the old. . !Butt it is n6ttbiIi,g of the ~ind. I 1ha~ 'known' some of.. 
t.he·mero.who ibave been proin·inent'.in this fundamentalis-t'movement for years!: 
they' have not"ohanged their' message; they are ,preadMn:g the same old'. ttuths 
theyt preached years' ago. ':''Dhere .fs· nobhing new in FundamentaUsm: . it is 
simply' ,a; mOdern niame tlui.t is ,given to ,tJhat body' of ,tru·th whiCh represents 
revealed re'U~~n, the' 'evangellcal 1nterpretation of the gmpel. I SUPlPose we 
shaU ''!i8lVe tJo be wiH·ing to be eal1ed H,fanatics" and "extremists"; .ibut bb.e faet . 
iB, we have noi ·changed:: other : have changed·, bu,t we' are mere'iy standing by.' . 
the old truths; and in o'bedience to the divine admonUion working still by the ' 
old. ,·PoweJ'!.,. . 

In a .word or two, wlbat is' Fundamenba:iiem? Of 'course, ,that. is a, -large. 
9U'bject .. in, ,the discuss'ion of W!hich 'this Convention w.f11,be engaged to ,the end, 
Yet I 't'h.ink·'1 c8.iJ.'summarize It in a'few words: Fundamentllllists''hIO'ld that' it 
Is fundamental to Christian fai·th t.<hat we !l'hou'ld accept ,the !Bible as the Word 
of God. I need ·not,··techn'icillly; define the inspiration of Scripture. There are, 
thouSands of"people' ""ho' cou'ld' not· ,do that. but who know from theit' own 
experiencE" ,that ·the Bible is the WiOTd·of (]{)d. If to bake -that. position be . 
fanatica'l, we glad~y and ':proudl'Y' wear th.e name. . '. . . 

. And then the rna·in ISubject of wibich the IBible spea:ks 'ls the Person of pur ' 
Lord Jesus Christ: He 'is' in Genesis; as I have o.ften said to y,ou-a;t least. to, 
those of You who regUlarly' wors'h'i:p 'With' ·u·s-,a.nd He Is tn lRevelablon; and:' in 
every verie 'between,-:-tJhe whole"Bible ·from:Genesis ,to ReveI'ation is tbe recm'd' 
Wlh·iCh (]{)d 'has ·given to us of His Son .. Do not Ibe deceived by those who say, 
''We stand uip'on' tIie' New Testament": for' there is no 'New TeS·tament -If you 
destroy the Old.: Albsolutely Iuit!=---U 'i-s imposs~ble 'f'Jr us to rest.in the N'ew 
if we reject the'Old. I Say. the Subject of the Bi:ble is our Lord JeEVUs Christ, 
Here He ~s· 'Presented "as the manifestation of Deity. iBar.k there -in the Old' 
"'~staD.leilt 'there:are o¢easional appearances I()f the. Angel of .the ClQlVena.nt; but 
~~ "Ims made' .fleSh.; iin9-. dwelt amonog us, ,-an'd we beiheld his glory", 'W'~en He.' 
came I),n'd lived His Ufe before us as a man. . " . 
" ... A~d, ot. course, as Ii. necessary corol'iarY of that truth. the' vi·rgin 'ibirth o( 
~Tist' We accePt.: Tha1i'is ,to say, we beHeve: -that !Matthew telts .the trutJh
that. it . .'1s the Word of God; an'd: ·that L1l!ke'teHs the trut'h.; tha.t they' all tell 
tlie .'~ruth.: ':So we "accept 1lhe divine reCord. 'and glory 'in the 'fact, ih~t. Jesus 
wa1HIIOIt"only. the.'So;n of God, but God tJhe ,Son. . " ... 
". And: out of that ·come~. this great ,fll-et that, as weh, He came -into the world· 
~Q. die . for. sinners. That 'is 11he 'h.e",r,t. of -t!he whole gospel. lSi ,there anything 
new .b( that? 'nlat is the' gospel the Churdhes' ihave ,believed aU down th.rough 
ijle"a.ges, that; "Christ died ·&lr our sins accord~ng to the scriptures; and that 
he ~ buried, 'and ·tib.at. he' rose ·agai.n the bhird day' acoording to the scrip
tures"; and then 'iloJl,lowing \lIPon ,tih·at, a1;testing tJhat truth, certifyin,g to the 
divine purpose running tihrouglh that expe·rienee, ·we ihave 11he ,tremendous fact 
of ,the re~urrection of Christ, the l'iteral, physf.cal, resul'rec.tion of Christ. Oh 
yes,th.ey OIJ;Jo1 us iliteralists; tihey say, "The 'Hteralists !believe s()-a.n:d-'B'O." Wel:l, 
.we are literalists, in this sen.se; that we 'bel~eve that God meanoS' 'What He says, 
and says what:He means; and th8;t JesUs d'id actually rise: that He disappeared 
yonder"beyond the douds;' and ,that He .carried that human body with Him .. 
a .'pll!dge·of a redeemed buman nature,_ ·cloud received Him ol,l't of their sight. 
~nd .we. Il:re· extreme' en'ough, 'and' fanatical enoug.h, and foolish ·enough, to- be 
tible .to :sfng. w·itib. grateful ihearts 1I,B you ~ere ·Singing when I came in; .'.~esu·s 
Is' coming ~:ga1n." . We believe that; . . 
: . ,I suppose we m·ight take that· as a; body of truth' respectin'g the Person of 
christ: His essential Deity, :in~lying:~il! :vt'rg·i~ bi~th .. His vical'ious atonemen,t, 
His physical resur.-recbion, ·ap.d'His 'Personal Tetu·rn.' ." ,. . 
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... Then, of course, fundamentaHsts believe soniething 8;OOut man:· that:ne:1i.s'; ", 

lost;' a:b:d that 'he 1s saved by the blOlod, .regenlirated by the SpirIt; a.nd: otil'abhc "'. 
groWs in grace, and Is ,preserv.ed. unto eternal·Ufe. .' : '.: .. :,,'. :,'"" 

I have reaIly.'b'ilen co.yerjri~.ln'.th.i~t~!mp}.e way ground covered by' avery great . 
authori~! ·that ~!I'to Sffy, ,a yeI"Yi,gre.at auth0f;\ty ,in 'his own est:lIn8ition!: : I h~rd. 
the. -Iat~ ;lIull.t)ntfildi,pr .. tH.inS9nwh'? w,apt :hQme but'a' week or. tWI:! ago,. speaking 
of ·the .. onll.,tJo Whom,;I refer,.aB·:,~.c4!1.~~piot;l o.f.tlhe moc;le,rn mu~·d,-88 a.man w!ho. 
would' ~~ us to:~e.;jleigih,ts of.mq4ern.t:h:lnk!!1~-I;'h~rd.Dr. ItlnsQn·~y th4t· . 
he ~sl!-: v¢ry',grliiiLt;'aubhority, -tha\1 'J:!.e "is. 8: mosf d!ist~nsui&he!\': s~OJf!.r. ·th~t hC!" . 
knows more' than aJmost any.body e·lse; He said, "It must.lbe 8O;-'-for 1llre,gen·U~. 
man telis 'US so himself!" The one who. bhus ou.tIi~es· t~e, f1!.nd,~~eJl:~1 ·piOsition,·,., 
is no other than the famous Dr. J<'ob'llick, in his sermon.·.·.'~Shal1 th~ .. F·l,l.J1.~· ... : 
men·t8Ilists WIn?" We'll, I do not know a.bout ,the ·fund·am.entalists· winning--;- . 
I 8JJI not pa,rtieular whether. the fundamentalists win or ~o~ut";'I aiD aobsol· 
ut.ely 8u~e than the fundamenta:ls will rw.i-n, 1lbat Ibhe ·truth of God: :Wtll et~nd';.· . 
and U ·is a.H gtIIthered: up in ·tMs pregnant sentence of the text: 'Ui1o!r. I)ver; 0 
Lord. thy word is settled 1n heaven". 

Tha.t means that the Word of God is itself ute; -it is in a safe place. Did ' 
YOQ. ever JQBe your Bi·ble? . We have had' many !people o()()D].e, much- d1s1!ressed, 
saying, "I brought my .Bible t.o churel), and ,left .ft, !lD-d II. came back again and.:,. 
I could' ~ot ·find oit ~n the ·pew." Gene-ra:I,ly it ·turns up . .But" I am glad there is," 
one .copy oif tJhe tBi'bh~ anyway ,that is sa.fe, that eaimot be :lost: I have·an idea· 
that Heaven 'has a pretlty acicurate fiUng system, where things .. are duly regil\- : 
tered and iPl'IOperl,y ;pre~ved'; Our friends the moderni&ts .say. ·'.'Wel'l. we have " 
not the ori'g·inail manuscripts. 'have we?" INa, we 'have not;· but, we ·have ·som.e ... 
very ancient manuscripts, and we cannot ,be too gratefui for that reverent.. 
scl:!0larsh1:p which has 'gIven u~, 'by comparls.on, a pure text. I should not 'be 

· surprised If the original manuscrLpts were to be discovered some day; I should . 
· not be: at aJI surprised if even ·in our day. somewhere nhe spade of 1lbe archlllolo~ 
gia;t wero to dig some of ,theil;1 up. An,d .what a great day. that ",ould be, would it 
not, 'if W-e h!!.d the very letters of Paul written by .his own hand, t405'6.be did;· 
write, If we had .the original manuscripts 'Jf the gospel! But I all! liure' there-is'" 
one copy extant cif every word of Scripture, and that is in Heave~ itself. ::For . .' 
ever, 0 Lord, thy word is settled' in heaven." And if it were·legitlmate.:·!f it were 
laWful, to imagine such a' thing as t'be absoI-ute destruef.oion· of·,every ·Blble ·in.· . 
all·the ,world, and the elimination from B.n lfterature of' every 'bibl1c!J:I alluslo.n •.. !' 
so as to lea've the world wtthout a sol1t;ary 'Word from God-'-U that ·were pos-,·· 

· Rt,ble, there Is no .dlOu1bt !bun that God could givc us It com.plete ··-copy· of. .the: 
Scr1,ptures the next· morning. . . 

. '~For ever. O· Lord, thy word ·.is seUled in ·.heaven.;' 'That ,is ·very·litera-};.
is' It :tiot?· I do not mean to SaY that. there ar.e a.ctual parchments in !lteaven..: 
you ·'know. ISome of my ministerial·bre~hren· know' that -when they·write·things,"· 
they remember ,them.' I hlQve a'bout -two thousand·manu·scrf,pts at 'h·ome.' W'hen' 

. (had time I used -to lIi.borilo'Usly write evez7thlng; . and' .J ·fou-nd· that·:a!ter·-I 
had written an 'article I cou;ld recall it wor.d· lor word .. And I a.m .poslti"e' nhilt 
the Word of 'God is regiStered in' tihe mind of God·. He ·knows Hili 'own word', 
·B.nd -it Is. settled and established in 'heaven; so that we· need have .no concern" 
'a'bout it at. all .. Even though men oppose the Bible, that will" make n({ difference 
to the Bilble: -tihe Word of God a'bides; it is settledi in heaven. The ·Scriptures 
say. we can d·o nothIng against the truth, 'but for ·bhe tmnth. So ,lei us rejOice 
in ·that, that the Word of God is itself secure, and' we need 'have ·no ·concern .. 
whatever 8:bollt.ft. I think I have sCri,ptu·ral wlQrrant for s'aying than ,the 'Word 
of God must somehow or another be ·held: tn memory ·in heaven. I wonder how' 
many Qf· you are 'burdened with a heavy corerS'pondence? and if you have had· 
dimcultY"s'Jmetimes in' following up that which you yourself have written? I 
heardl .. a 'busIness man tlhe .other day t8.'J.Icl-ng aboun a.fl'ling system, a.nd he. said 
!<omething abqut a.' "tickler file", I .said, ''Wh·at ·in the . world· is th&t? Wiba.t 
do you mean :by a 'tickler file'?" "Why", 'he saId; "tha'a is' a; COID'lllIOU expression 
in 'business-houses:' U sim·ply ·means that" they have a. record of fi·nns or indi
viduals wit!h. whom they have done business, and :prospecMve 'cu&tomers--they 
have a sort of' memory file where :tJhey pu·t the names of those whom tlhey ')lave 
to' remind .of somethi·ng. a.nd they' caill it a 'tickler file'; ·1 SUp"po'se that whIm 
you get a second notice of a biU' that yoU IIave. not paid. nhat -comes from. t:he 
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'Uckler·fi.le'-.<and 1.t:is.a1tin·d of tickUng thillt does not·m81ke·'You·laugh! .... Is it: 
n'Ot -wonderfu[ ali yQU .. gQ' through· the Scriptines tao .observe ·how. minutel'Y the. 
Scripture fulfills its~U, how God .fulfills His. Word toO Noah, ·and ·to kbraham; 
and'to' Josepih,·and'.Moses. and Joshua. and David. 'and all the prop,hets! What 
all"· interestl·ng· stu"dy' that ·is! . ' . 

.. That. Is':one' of . the old .things,. it is .of course commonplace; but if your 
faith is. ever :sh8.k,ing,. just. go thr.ough.·. medi·taVe throu,gli, the ~i.ble-I :hope 
some of':You ·know·: it well enough to ',be able to 'recal,l the important events. aJol 
down t~rough' the Word<-;:-and remind .. }"Ourself ot how God has been 
,fuld11Ung His Word' ·all down through the cent.uries, especially that grand climax 
WherEl, in: ·tb:e· ·sm~lles~· de tan, it' is fu'ldHle'd ·In the Ipersona.l. m-inistry, in .the 
death and 'reSurrecti~n; of Jesus oCh:rist. It a:~l indicates that somewhere there· 
is a: record 1n ·tJhe m'ind o·f God, and! tJhat He ·ltnows every word t.hat· He . has 
ever. spoken; and He ds Ipled'ged to. fulfil every promise He has ·made. Just 
as 'Scripture has 'been fuIfilled thus far, so '00. ·the end of vMs dispensation-'
aii.d~ Indeed; all throu~h the miUennial glory' and !beyond into t'h.e in·finite· 
eter.nity--{l()d's Word wiH ·be found .to 'be true, and He wIn keep it. to the· letter, 
beca.u~ .His word Is <for ever settled' in heaven . 

. That! means, of course,.·t;hat a 'suibject that engages our thought, and about 
whieb' we debate a ,great dewl -in these days, up yonder dlas 'ceased to be a. 
deba·t8Ihle sulbject.: the ,truth eon-cer·ning .tbe !PerS/on of 'Christ is for ever settled. 
You are not going to make a new Christ, you are not going to strip Him .of 
His Deity, or of His power; nor will you diminish the range of His knowledge. 
01' in any way render lHim less than absolutely infal-li·ble, :by all YlOur dIscussions; 
b'ecause that· truth Is for ever settled. fLat us ·thin'k of Him, then, as ·in the 
glory: "For ever, 0 Lord', thy' word is settled' ·in Iheaven." Wihat is His Word? 
"'!'he Word! 'was made flesh, ·and dwelt among illS, (and we .beheld his glory, the 
glury as of the only 'begot1en of the F6.tb.er;) fuH .of grace and truth." .Jesus 
is ,the Word lOt Goo, gatheling up in His Person .and completely revealing in' 
all Us .rulness, .the dlivine testimony for aU ages. How glorious i>t ·is to remem,ber 
that "God who at sundry times and In d'ivers manners. spa:ke in time past unt.o 
the' ~thers Iby ,the prophetos, 'hatih in these last days swken unto us by h,is Son, 
Wihom he ,hath apPOinted hei·r of all thin'gs, Iby whom als.o he made the WIOrlds; 
'who 'beine tlie Ibrightness.of his gl9l"Y, and t'he eJQP~ image of h'is 'person, and 
upiholcUng a1-1· thinge;'by the word of his ·po~r, when he had· by himself purged 
our slns"--what d·id He do? .Let me flnis'~ i·~-'~sat down on .the right' hand 
of the iMajestY'JOn 'high"-no~ "-it .. lbut "He" -is settled -in heaven ("Praise the 
Lord!") They·resolved ¢hat He should never ret.um: they nailed Him to the 
cross'; they, 'Put Him i-n a l!e'PuIcbre; .they sea.led. the tomb, ~nd .set a guard· 
upou, ~ts. ~oors; y~ notwithstandi,n,g .all ,that!, 'He .. is seated at the '.'right hand 
of the. MaJef:lty .on high". So. do n.ot '~e ner:vous, dear friende, about what Or. 
Harry EJQer.son Fosdlck-or some other more recent 1mportaotlon-may Say, do 
not troubl,e.a,bout it, you need not 'worry a.bOut these modern notions of the book 
of jonah;. becauee, you see, 'a11 that was settled long ago. Eve'n He, the Incar
nQ.te· Word, as· we observed. til 'our ~laS'S this mornin,g, .fulfilled 'in His own 
exp'erie~ce th~~ prophecy and. went ·through the grave into ·the gl.ory. He :s. 
there·; in ·Him, the -truth of Jonah, and of every portIon of ·'Scripture, is es·tab· 
llshe.d In. the·. haa.vens. : . .' :. '. . ..... . 
'.' We .neOOnot. worry about >the truth 0.£ His .~tly, or ·o't His vIrgin birth. 

They' 'do .not. talk a;bout that .up in heaven; they d.o not discuss that:· they 
simply. worship Him, that ie aU they do. They. know Who He ie there; 
enthroned ·i1i 'gIOry, uhe' trutl1 of 'His essen,tial 'Deity :l.s eternaUy est.a!bHshed, 
'bec8lUS8 He·is seated: at the "right ~d of the 'l\lajes-ty on hi,gh". 

And ,I love' to- th·ink that there is ·no ':possi'b11lty of our 'losing ,the truth of 
the ·atonement;· 'You ~IlIO,w in t'he tbouman rea;lm many lIhings have ,been ~.ost: 
with iLl!l 'Our engineering, I do not suppose It would 'be iposslJble to. reproduce 
the pYramid!S-1 do not· know; but certaInly there are many ancient arts that 
tiave disappeared. fT'om tbe reBllm of human kn.owledge;· and we 'Wonder some, 
Umes how . the 'ancient'S ·did things. iBut ·we . shall ne.ver mse the truth of the 
atonemen't The ibofyks that Ihave been wr.l.tten ·about it may . ,be '. 'burned, or 
fOrgotten, or lbu.ried ·beneath an accumulation of modern think'in'g, 90 that it 
would be dLfficult to get! ,back under it all- to tile. ,truth-even lot tMs Book, could 
tbus ·be buried, do you not remeUlber tbat ·it.is writteD by.' .John, "I beheld, 
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and, 10, in the midst of the throne . . .. ' stood a Lamb 8.SI it 'had been 'slain;" 
He -is there: ,that trutth is for ever settled in iIleaven. 

And as for the truth of fbhe ~egeneration of othe ind>i.vidJual, and the ;perse· 
verance of the sa.ints,-tlle work of t1).e Holy Spirit in tIIle Ibeliever's Ufe,"":,""", 
there are too many saved people in heaven for that to ·be ever forgotten. Do you 
not see, dear friends, ,that the whole !mllltter iIlas been put beyond the realm of 
uncertainty, of peradventure: it does not ibelong to the realm of hazard, to that 
whioh happened; dt is for ever setotledl; we have a. foundation for tJhe feet of 
our faith. ,Till ere are some thin,gs wlLi,ch cannot Ibe sha'ken, and' this is one of 
them. Th-is truth is 'for ever setUed in heaven. 

I told you ,I was not going t.o say anythoing new. Godls )"lord about you 
and: me---did' you know He had ever said anything albout you? He ihas talked 
a. good 'Ileal about you, and all tha17 He has ever said· abOut you ,is setflled ,in 
heaven. Yes, Y101llr ,record is tihere. We iheardi !Brother Altkinson, of the Ohristie 
Street Baptist Church, at the Convention last Friday afternoon telling us of a 
sermon !preached from this text, "Jesus 'knew what was iI.n man." You remember 
willere that is found, do you not?-"Jesus did not eommi>1' himseLf unto them. 
because he knew all men, and needed not that any should testify of man: for 
he Jmew what. was in man." And' knIorwing wb.a.t was in man, He knew that it 
was .bad, not good. And that text say's that because He knew what was 
in man, He did not trust them: IRe 'knew they were ,not worthy of trust; He 
did not commit Himself t'O men. Yet tha.t text was made the ground of a 5'ermon 
to teach :f1hat Jesus ,knew there was an angel ~n every man, andl that !beneath 
the ashes of olir fallen Ib.uman natuTe, the celestial fire was still .burning! Men 
who thus ihandle the Word of Giod decei,tfuUy are not safe :Iead'Sl'S, or teachers, 
of you,n·g men. iBut, my dear .friends, we need not 'be concerned about the 
truth ;itself, 'because tha17 is regi!il'tered up there. . 

AD.!3: so of the depth of our iIluman ,need. We !had a man come into ou·r 
Ba.ptist Bible Union Conference, an'd, d1sOUiSsin·g one question, he said, "YOIll 
have something an your Confession of Fai,tth that excludes me." Then iIle told 
us that. he ,believed in "eond·itional" Lf.mmorta>1i,ty; and' we t'Old: !h.im that that 
was what the Confession of Faith was for-to exolud:e !pelOpie who d:J.d not 
beHeve: we Ibelieve something. And, my frIends, there are some peoPie who 
are determined that there shaH be some other way of salvati-on than througb 
llhe :blood of Christ. "~", they say, even to God Himself,. '~if YIOill make 
acceptance of the 'bloo'd' a means of s'alvation, a condition of sa.lvation, that 
wiH exclude me." That is exactly what it wLf.'11 do, there is no doubt aJbou,t that. 
"For ever, 0 !Jord, ,thy: word is settled -in heaven." Oh no, these :flh·ings are not 
settled down here-not in theological colleges, nor universities, nor anywhere 
else: all-that has been predetermined; it Is settled in heaven; and it wiH be the 
part of wisdom for us to find out what Heaven has to say a;bout it. 

That is almost repetition, but let me give you another jewel of tTUlal, a 
commonplace I know:: the tru,th. respecting the Church :is settled in heaven. 
What is going to iIl'84Ppen 1:10> the Church? Organized I"eldgion is Ilibo'l10 to be 
defeated, 'Pea/pIe' tIIIlk 8ibou,t ·the ,difficulties of the downtown .church! They t'old 
me this was a downtown church· when I came here sixteen years ag-o. Someone 
said to me, "Wel'l, you have come to be ;pastor of poor old: Jarvis Street!"-i-f 
we were ;poor :f1hEln, we must surely 'be ;paupers now-and' iIlow solicitoU/31 they 
were for the future of the downt.own! !Sellare most of YIOIIl church members 
came here I preached one ,Sunday even-ing-or .Sunday m~ing, I target which 
-on this text: '~Because ·the .syrians na.ve sa.l-d, The Lord is Go4 of the 11iHs, 
but iIle is not God of the valIeys', therefore wiLll I deliver iii],} this great multitude 
into "'bine iha.nd, and ye sh8llJ knlOW that '1 'am the ILord." The God' of Aibraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our 'Lord Jesus Ohrist, ·is ,the God of the va-lleys 
as well as the God of tib.e 'b.iHs'; and'though some people do no,t seem to ·th·ink 
so, He .is the God of the ,downtown as weN as tihe uptown-and! I rather like 
staying downt.own with 'Him! . . 

iWhall a.'bout the tu,ture of ,the lChurch? '"WeH, you know you will lose all 
the 'Young ,people .i-f 'YOIU do not a'OCommodate your ,gIOspel to the demand of the 
m'odern mind; you sim'P'ly must adjust yourself to the ,change in conditions 
or you won't .hoid the ,people-especiaI1-y downoolWll"! Willy, my friends, God's 
programme for the church was settle'd before >tlhere was any downtown or 
Ulptown; and Ito was settled' and determined quite independently of circum-
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stances, or human {:onditions; the .future of His 'Cb.ur-ch w&;s setbled in heaven, 
and U has 'been settled ever since. You remem'ber He said, "The gates of heH 
shall nOlt prevail against U"-a.g'II;inst what? Against 'His Ohur,oo. Wlhat 
churoh? 'Ilhe Ohurch that is 'bui,lv upon the Rock. Woot ,rock? Thait Jesus 
Ch,rist is Lord, that is the Rock wMch is the ·sum and sulbstance of the whole 
Book-that great truth is settled in heaven. I heard a P.re8'byterian preacher 
some years ago say that he was a little bit wearied, and sometimes almost 
annoyed, when he heard young students just appointed to go to China 
or India, when making their tours of the churches before they left, telling 
us all that organized Christianity has come to a great crisis; and unless 
we do' certaIn things we will 'lose Ohina, and we wioll ,lose ,India., and we will 
lose the educated classes at thome! I .do not W10nder he was tired. Oh, my 
friends, what is the foundation of .faHh anyhow? Wh()m d() we ,beHeve-not 
what-but whom do we believe? What is back of all our preaching and our 
praying? W!b.at is back ()f Vhis Word? Why have we the Word? Why, it ·is 
'answered in one W<l1"d---GOD! We 'beHeve God" and Ibecause 'We believe God 
we are sure the future of His Church is S'ecure: "Ohrist loved the church, and 
gave himself for.it; tb,at 'he might. sanctify and: cleanse it with the wash-ing 
of water ·by .the word, that the mighv 'Present .it to himself a glorious ch,uroh, 
not havIng spot, or wrin'}{;le, or any such thing." 

'·'But.", yO'll SBIY, "I have iknown some chur-ches 10 go out of exiSltence." My 
answel" is, There are plenty of organizations called churches that, in the biblical 
sense are not churches at all. But the Church, whether you consider it as a local 
unit, or take the wider view of the body of God'·s elect now 'living, or those who 
sh!1H yet Ibe born of the Spirit, if it be made up of regenerated persons resting 
upon that sternal truth, we need have no concern about the future of Evang·el
lcal Christianity,-''For ever, 0 Lord, thy word is settled in heaven." There is 
going to be a marriage wme day: the engagement ,has been announced, and 
all heaven is preparing for the wedding. And when the great day shall come, 
and God's great hour s'hall strike, there wiH Ibe no disappointment: the Bride 
and the Bridegroom will be there. How do 1 know? Because it 1"s settled In 
he'aven, beyond the realm or the range of these evanescent or changing things. 
0, 'bleS'Sed .be God! the gospel, as our dear ,brother said in his prayer a little 
while ago, will not wear out. I know ·it will never wear out, 'because God has 
S'O determined-it is settled in heaven. 

There is nothing else tha:t could 'ever meet our human needs. I have a 
Dunch of keys in my pock-et, and sometimes 1 cannot tell one from the other; 
Irometimes 1 have to try two or three keys before I know which is the right. one. 
How do I know which Is the right one? Not by any stamp upon them: 1 know 
which is the right one because it unlocks the door, that is all. I do not know 
the intricacies of the lock witMn-'I am not °a locksmith; 'but I do know when 1 
get the right key that it unlocks the door. And 1 know what thie Bible is, what 
the gospel is: it just uts, y,ou see'; it works, as our brother said, it just workil, 
that is' all. Yes, the gospel of God's grace opens the door into the great ,beyond. 
eD:sures our passage in peace, and eternal felicity in the home of God Himself. 
So you need not 'be afraid that the gospel will,wear out. My brothers who are 
preaching~you younger men, '[ would not dare to speak to others-but you 
younger men who have ihad perhaps a little less 'experience than some of us, 
you who are just looking forward to your life's work, do not worry; you have 
an everlasting jab, it will never wear out. 1 remember to have read once in a 
greBlt address of Spurgeon's, a passage something like this (I quote trom mem
ory): "·Brethren, shall we have a pulpit some day amid the spheres? Shall we 
have voic'es so s·trengthened as to reach attentive constellations? Shall we be mes
sengers of the Lord of grace to unfallen worlds, who wilI be wonder-struck when 

. they hear' the story of redeeming love?" Then he .said, "I think so", and quoted 
that great passage in EphesianS', "To the intent that now unto the principalities 
a.nd pow,~rs in heavenly places might be known 'by the' church the manifold 
wisdom of God." We who preach this gospel hav'e a great ca'lUng, for it never 
will go out 'of date; and there never will be a time when men can be saved 
in any other way than through the precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
How do I 'know? The same story: it is' settled in heaven that thus it shall be.' 

1 :have left to the last a very simple word that 1 might have included in 
the first: the 'word of truth concerning the coming of our Lord. That, too, Is 

) 

\ 



J~ne 10, 1926 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (0&5) 7 

settled in ·heaven. He is coming again-do you know that Jesus ds coming 
again? ("Yes!" "Pra11Je the Lord!") In the- 'beginning of my ministry my 
attention was directed to that truth, and I rejoiced in it; liut 1 did not see the 
necessity of it in the beginning as I am com·ing to. see it now. Oh, -sometimelJ 
[ wish Moses were here, 'so that I could talk -over ·that problem of the Penta
teuch with him. 1 would like to have an ,hour with Moses-I would rath-er have 
one hour with him than a whole theoI.ogical course in McMalJter University. 
Do you not see how easily he could tell all that? And would it not ,be glorioul! 
to sit down with David and 'my, "I read some pamphlets issued by the 
Methodist Church of Canada when 1 was living down .below there, and these 
pamphlets said that the one hundred and ·tenth Psalm was not written by you, 
and had no relation to Chri8t-Dld you. !Write it 1<" -I rather think that his 
memory would be very keen at that'ttime, and 1 think that he would be 81ble 
to tell to Whom he referred! !I think",be would probSibly say, "I did not know 
when 1 wrote it, because the -Spirit of God 'SlPoke through me", for the New 
T-estament S'ays that some of the Old Testament prophets did not know what 
they wrote when they testified concerning the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory that should fonow: they -soearched "what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand 
the sufferinglJ of Christ, and the glory that should follow." It would 'be a great 
thing to have a talk with Moses and David .. These problemS' of the New Testa
ment-S'hall we nlot have a great time with' Pau·!.? Mr. Stockley said this morn
ing that he would l{)ve to hear iFaul preach on, ":Justification by faith". So 
would I, I would go a long way to hear hIm preach on anything at all; and 1 
really believe that just as MciselJ and Elijah appeared with Jesus on the Mount, 
and the three diS'Ciples saw them, and heard them talking, and -knew what they 
were talking Sib out (they were all talking about the cross, the decease, the 
exodus He was to accompliS'h at Jerusa'lem)-I think the day will come when 
we shall Ibe Sible to talk these matters {)ver. But glorious as' that will 'be, my 
dear friends, it is nothing ·to the presence of the Lord Himself. Problems will 
be settled then, won't they? And 1 do rejoice that the·re is a day coming when 
w.hat is -gettled in heaven wiH Ibe settled on earth, too. Is that not a great 
thing?-for the Lord is coming again. 

Ther'e i-s one thing they do not know in heaven-a great many 'people on 
earth know all about it!-but they do not know anything about it in heaven
and that is, when He is coming. Did you ever think of that? It is settled when 
He is coming, Ibut the angels do not know it: they know He is coming, but 
they do not know when. And that great truth even the 'Son Himself hillS put 
without the range of His knowledge by an act of His infinite will. Surely it 
ought to teach us that it is the height and depth and length and' breadth of 
prewmption for us ·to try to know what Heaven does not know; so you had 
better keep away ,from that date·fixing habit. That is one thing they do not 
know, and don't you try to be wiser than they are in ·heaven. You be ready, 
and it will make no difference julJt when; and seeing we do not know when 
He will ·be coming, we had 'better be ready aH the time. 

And then I have noticed lately that our modernist friends seem eSlPecially 
antagonistic toward the doctrine 91 the Lord's_ return. Have you noticed that? 
How they ridicule the idea of His coming on "the literal clouds of the skies"! 
I do not wonder that the un'belleving heart does not 'love tbe truth of -His. 
appearing; for when He comes it wiU be an end of all human gpeculation, and 
that which is settled In· heaven will ibe manifested to men, and in God'S! good 
time will be settled on earth: His kingdom wlH come, and His will shall be 
dime on earth even as it is done in heaven. They did not want Him when He 
came before "in the days of Herod the king'''. The religious world did not want 
Him, and did not welcome Him when He came: "He came unt{) hiS' own, and 
his -own received him not." There was one man who waited for the consola
tion of Israel. Y.es, there was someone who was alive and who remained until -
the C"Oming of the Lord when He came t·he first time, and when he took the 
Babe in his arms y{)u rememiber what he said, "'Lord, now lettest thou thy 
IJervant depart in peace, according to- thy word: for -mine eyes have '!Jeen- thy 
salvation." And the world does not want Him now: and will not want Him 
when He comes again. One of our speakers is to speak on the su'bj,ect, "The 
dayS' of Noah and Now"-there is no likeneS'S, no analogy, surely? 0 yes, even 
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when He shall come down the skies, He will find the world unwilling and un
welcoming-<but He will come, Ibecause that is settled, it is already settled in 
heaven. 

How many of us want to be on the winning side? Someone says, "Is it 
legitimate to want.to be on the winn,ing 'sid,&?" Ye·s, if you get the eternal view 
of things. 'I am quite willing to Ibe on the lOSing side for a while, 'but -I do not 
want to 'be on the losing side in the end, do you?' I ,should ,be quite wllling
although I cannot say that -I am' coveting it, I could not frankly say that,.... 
but I think I can say I should 'be willing to go with ,Stephen and say, 
"T·hat is the end so far as this life is concerned, so good·.bye, old· world, I am 
coming back again when my Lord comes." But I do not want to Ibe on the 
losing side in the end. 

Will Fundamentalirnn win? Yes, it will win. Will Fundamentalism triumph? 
Yes: if Fundamentalism :be merely an unwavermg belief in the Word of God, that 
is settled in heaven; there can be no doubt about that. I :beg of you who are 
professing Christians, if some strange blind·ness has come upon you, and you 
have 'been turned away from the mmplicity of faith in Christ-I 'beg of you 
to come back again, come 'back again. Why did you ever leave Him? No!-it 
was not because you found any dimcu'lties fo·r yourself: it was Ibecause you 
listened to' the voice of men instead of to the voice of God: you have no deep
seated conviction respecting your ,doubts on the negative side, Why not come 
back again? I remember a friend of mine telling me of his preaching in New 
York to a great congregation, and many were ,saved. In the crowd there was 
a fellow-student, a man wh'o had been a student with him in the university 
years 'before. One had abided by the truth of. God, 'and the other had drifted 
off into Modernism. "The preacher preached, and crowds wer.e converted. The 
modernist came up to ·him after, 'and clapped him on· the 'back and said, "I am 
glad to see you, and I really did enjoy the service. And," he said, "although 
I have not ,been keeping 'step with you, old man, I have to admit that your 
gospel i9 .the only gospel that does the business." .0 yes; it is the only gospel 
that does the :business. And so I think you had 'better come 'back and get into 
harmony with heaven. It is settled there; let it be settled in your own heart, 
and in your own life. . 

Are there some unconverted people here to-night? What will you say, dear 
friends? You look at your watch-I am not a·sking you .to lO!lk at it now-<but 
what is the use of it anyhow? Well, it approximateS' the movements of the 
sun. What do you expecG 1(;0 d.o to-morrow? "Well, I am going .to business in 
the morning." What time? iO,gucb; ~ time." W.ho wi'U determine the time? 
"Oh", you say, ".old Sol will rise in the morning." Are you sure? How do you 
know? How do you kn(}w? "What power put that clock in the heavens and 
wound it up 'so that it has never lost a fraction of a ·8'econd since first it was 

'swung into space? "God said"!---Ithat ,is what did it. The Word of God! Did 
you not hear this afternoon that "the heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth ,his handiwork"? Why, the word of God is registered, 
it9 power, its-what shall I 'fiy-its inevitability, or the inevitability of the 
results which ,fiow from the utterances of Omnipotence, are registered !n 
heaven. "God B'B.id", and the universe sprang into being; He upholdeth "all 
things by the word of his power." That 1-9 how it keeps going. It does not 
have .to stop, and go to get more gas; it does not need to be oiled: He has 
settled it. 

You will not try to stop t1;1e sun, will you? And you will not try to sweep 
back the tide, will you, 'like that ancient king? And you will not ~e foolIsh 
enough to try to cap Vesuvill'l!', will you? Is there any engineer here that would 
presume to try to dam ,back Niagara? What are these forces? They are only 
the manifestations of the power of the Word of God. And in the spiritual 
realm, the Sun will rise, Jesus will come, the Tide will come in, and by-and-by 
the knowledge of the Lord will fill the earth as the waters cover the tJ8a. All 
the theological seminaries on earth cannot stop it-God's judgments will come, 
and we cannot turn them back. Jews Himself will come to take ''vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that o'bey not the gospel of our Lord Jesu8 
Christ." He is coming to 'be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all 
them t'l1at beneve." Just as you make your programme for to-morrow.'by ·tbe 
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sun, and observe all the physica'l-law,s, so I remind you that the spiritual laws 
are for ever settled; and they are just as inevitable and as inexorable. Would 
we !be wise, we sl1all trim our lamps accordingly, and receive Him Who is the 
Word, as our Saviour and Lord. 

And you know the "Scripture tells us how that great company in heaven 
breaks out into song as they see the Lamb, ,saying, "Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisd-om, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and .bleS'9ing"; and as they sing it all congregations join: "Every 
creature which is in heaven, and oruthe earth, and under the earth, and such as are 
in the sea, and all that are in them !heard I saying, Blessing and honour, 'and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever;" Do you want to get into step with that great triumphal 
pro·cession? Do you want to learn the '9Ong of the redeemed? Then I call you 
to put your faith in the eternal Word of God which is for ever settled in 
heaven; and which may be, for you at least, this hour for ever settled upon 
eart'll' too. Trust Him, and you shaH never 'be ashamed. Will you coIllfess Him 
to-night as we sing our invitation hymn? We are going to confess Him ,9Ome 
time, let us confess Him now. 

SHALL WE '~CEA:SE FIRE"? 
The Oanadian Baptist of vhis week has an ed'itori.al entitled, "Cease Fi,re", 

in wh·ich reference ·is made to Dr. /Massee's 'Proposal1- for an armistice of six 
months !between fundamentalists· and modernists; and The Oanadian Baptist 
says thaJt this proposal was accepted. Nothing could be f.arther :Ilrom the truth. 
Dr. ,Massee, as we poin.lred out in our rep,ort of t'he !Northern Convention two 
weeks ago, 81bsolutely surrendered to the mOldernistic element in the !Northern 
Convention. The ·great 'buik of .tb.e Fundamentalist. 'Committee, to'gether with 
the Ba.ptist Bi·ble Union members of the Northern ConventioJ:l, as well as some 
fun-damentalists who possibly belong to neither organizat'ion, stood n'ke a il'ock 
against such propos8Jls. Dr. lMassee'·s ,proposa:1 was made 'WIhen 'Large numbers 
of the delegates had left. DT. W. B. Riley, who ,for years was aIm·ost. as a twin 
brother to Dr. IMassee, spo'ke most strongly aga:inst Dr. 'Musse's prOPKl'sa:l. 

As apply·ing 110 the 'Northern Convention, the IproposM was iIIlbsurd. iHow 
could it !be Ipossi'ble fur ifund'amentalists to unite 'in a campa'ign of evangelism 
mth men who re,pudiate every prin·ciple of evangelical ·faith-men, who: -in the 
first place, do not !believe thaJt men need to .. be saved·, who -do not believe th'at 
Christ died for sinners, that He was born of a virgin, vhat He was one witlh 
the Father and Holy Ghost, an-d who dill' not ,believe ·that the iBible is tb.e Word 
of God? Dr. Massee must have taken leave of his senses before he made the 
proposal. 

.But what of the a'Pplication of the prinoilPies t.o Onif.ill.rio and Quebec? The 
Oanadian Baptist says among other things: 

"The ,front page da'ily newspaiper pubUcity ,that has come to Canadian 
Ba'ptists in recent years is abomina.ble flO! every ·rig.ht tildnking Ba.ptist. 
One does not crit'icize the dailies for ma-king the most of a good 'story'
the offenders are ·those who make the pu-bUcat'ion of such 'war' reports 
possi'ble ,by their fightings. 

"It is Hme to eaH a 'halt in On1la.rio an-d Quebec-just as across' the 
line-and get down 1:10 the real wOl"k of the Master. There ought to be 
a general ol"der to 'Cease Fire' and every sni,per and ibomber---lbig aJi.-d 
loittle-shOUild turn 1n his ,gun and ,become a wonker for the Lord-<rather 
than a wrecker of his ·brethren. Why fight ea:ch ovher until onoly the 
silence of death re:igns oVE:l.r the field? If this Jl)olicy of persistent battle 
'Continues tb.e Baptist· chu·r.ches will S'Ilffer an eclipse if.rom which they 
wHl ,be lo~g :in .~cov'ering." . 

What shaH' we say 'fO;f the' assumption that llhose wh·o contend ,for ·the faith
are neglect1ng to preach the gos.pel to sinners? We claim to have some 
acquaintan'ce with the B8Ipti9t chu:rches on this 'Continent, an-d what are the 
factos? Take a few conspicuous eXaInip~es: iDr. !Norris, of !Fort Worth; Dr. 
Ragland', of Lexington, Ky.; DT'. W. 'B. R'i'ley, of !Minnea.polis; Dr. John Roach 
Straton, of .New York,-w·hat is the record of their churehes? lot is a; lI"ecord 
of a continuous stream of conversions and additions to the church. The ex· 
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pel'liellce 01! everyone 'Of these men Is that· in the midst. of the hottest- conllicts 
God sets His sea:! 110 their ·testimony in the conversion of great numbers of 
people. 

We wiU even dare to refer to our own experienee. Jarvis Street CIwroh 
has 'been in the heat- of conlltct for llve years--ever since :April, 11}21. Proba:bly 
it .is to Jarvis Street The OanatUan Bapti8t refers when ·it says: "T-he front· 
page daily newspaper publicIty that has come to Canadian Ba.ptists in recent 
years .is abomina.ble to every right thinking Baptist-." ,And yet we wUI ventu,re 
to say ·th·at in that. time, by the blessing of God, Jarvis IStreet has been used to 
ma,ke more Baptists than any other half dozen :churches In the Convention. 
Our record shows t-hat one thousand and seventy in the five years 'have been 
bSlPt1zed, two hundred and sixty-eight have united with the ohurch by experi
ence, and three hundred and forty by letter, or a total of sixteen 'hundred and 
seventy-eight; while at [east Ihalf as many more have professed conversion, 
not a few (l,f whom have joined other churches. In t-he five years thirteen 
hun·dred and thIrty-ei·ght peop'le have come Into Jarvis IStreet Ch·urch who were 
not in other Baptist churches; while t.he 'Sunday 'School 1probSlbly has the 
largest average attendance of any Sunday Schoo.l of any ·denomination in the 
enUre Dominion of Canada; and bhe membersMp of JarvIs .Street Church. is 
now weH past the two-thousand mark, and :l.s the largest BaptIst memlbershl·p 
in Canada. S·o far as Jarvis Street Church is 'Concerned, at aU events', tibere 
seems no probability that our .confiict will .issue ·in "the silence of death." 

.or bake anotJher example. Students W. G. Brown and James IMcGlni).ey of 
M'cMaster University 'have taken a hand in this controversy. Last week the 
Mton Baptist Church was reorganized. These young men went into a v.i:JIage 
wh.ere there were no lBaptist.s elghb months agio.. Tlhey ibuilt on no man's 
foundation, ,but as wise masber-bulIders, laid their own·. The Alton ehurch ibas 
a membership we Ibelieve of over fifty members, ·and !has been self-supporting 
from the first day. ~hey have great prayer-meetings and 'great 'congregations, 
an·d a ·strong treasury-over $2,600.00 raised in eight months. Do the Baptists 
of .ontario and Que.bee want more churches like Alton? Controversy over the 
truth hurts noth.ing but error. 

Notwlllhstanding, there is one side to the "Cease F'ire" artilCle worbh con
sidering. Some one asked ·a French statesman if he ifavoored the aboIitLon of 
capital punishment, to which he lre'P'lied', '~Certainly; lell: the murderers 'begin." 
And we reply, Let Modern·ists cease thei·r efforts bo destroy the faith, and 
Flund.amentalists wm be under no necessity of defen'ding 1,t. 

'But what is the meaning of this ed.ltorial? When did the Editor of The 
Canatiian Baptist deveIop a ,passion for evangeHsm? When did the mem'bers 
of t'he M'dMaster Facul;ty !become flaming evangelists? Niorw ·that Professo·rs 
Oampbelol an·d Keirstead are gone, who is left th·aJt has ever been noted for h·is 
evangelistic zeal? .And what of the Senate of iMdMaster? ·Some of th.em we 
used· to know quite intimately; and it would be as fair ·to accuse a block of 
ice of making the ·furnSlCe red~hot, as to abtribute any sort 10,( evangelistic 
interest. to the .gentlemen we have In mind! The .case in Canada is nothing 
like as bad as it is ·in the Northern Baptist Convention: the· majority of oUor 
pastors are sound; 'but some of them have· alQowed a 'blbterness to take pos
session (l·f them wh·ich 'is spo'Uing their ministTIY and threat.ening to disrupt 
their churches. iFor this, we are not to .blame; ibnt we do think that f,f some 
of our brethren were to de·fend bhe faith instead' of defending !McMaster, t'hey 

. might regain some of tibe blessing they have lost. 
The G08pel Witne88 will not "cease fire". On the 'contrary, we in·tend to 

press the war more vigor.ously than ever, ·and· trust to: the Lord to vIndicate 
our course as He has donE! hlt-herto. 

Wi-thout making a separate article of It, we may refer to another editorial 
oln The Canatiian Bapti8t entitled, "Tlhe Prayer Meeting", In whioh the iIDdoitor 
remarks that pastors confess that nobhlng gives them S'o much anxiety as the 
weekly prayer-meeting. We must. ask to be e~cused from tha.t .Jist. For five 
and a half years Jarv!s ·Street Church has held three prayer-m.eetings every 
week; llo~ more than e. year !p'8.st we 'have had a fourth meeting whIch Is really 
a prayer-meeting, when bhe 'Sunday Sohool workers come together to the 
number of more than one hundred and fifty every .Monday evening. But the 
reguGar prayer-meetings of the church continue with unabating interest. Every 
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meeting ,lasts a,bout two bours; and t'h.ree-quarters of tlhe entire tlime is always 
&pent in !prayer. The Jarvds 'Street 'Prayer-meetings are not an anxiety .to the 
Pastor: they are the great power which relieves him IOl anxietoy, and makes 
'possible the ·church's and his own ever-multiplying activities. 

If this sounds Hke boasting, we can 'on'ly eay wdth the a·postle, that we 
have been "compe:I,Ieci." We give it as our :houmJble testilIIlony, that if a church 
wiH pray, and (Nlcogn'ize Chrisll as its Head, i,f its memlbership wUl separate 
itself from all worldly practi,ces and' give itself tIo a 'biobl1caI, sp'iritullil ministry, 
no ;power on earth can stand: against 'it. 

The Oanadian Baptist's .cry of "Cease IFlre" remin'ds us of the Kaiser's 
peace IOffensive during the war. When Ithose who are now so bitterly oJ)posing 
Jarvis Street. can show thav their comp·romise with 1M0derndsm 'is more fl"Uit~ul 
in reall conversions than ~s ,the ministry of such men as we ~,ave mentioned. 
it will be time enoU·glh for us to take Ibreath ,long enough to idsten to their cry 
of, ·"'Kamerad". :Meanwhile, we intend, in the name of the Lord, to set up our 
'banners. 

OUR CONVENTION "ORGAN". 
(Organist Unknown). 

The Oanadian Baptist, in yesterday's issue, tries t.o 'be censorious and 
succeeds in 'being funny. We consider we are doing I()fIlTselves a good turn 
when we recommend 'alol iOur read·ers to sulbscrilbe to that extraordinary journail 
(Please mention The Gospel Witness/). iBapt'ists of Ontario and Quebec cannot 
well afford to be without it, ·for 1lhey wUl generally arrive at ,the trutJh of a 
matter 'by remembering tJhat the facts in the case are 'in the d"irectdon exactly 
opposite to what The Oanadian Baptist says'. 

This week our hllll'd..pressed! cont.emporary avtempts to g'ive a report. of the 
Southern Convention. Its main object obviously 'is to discredit Norris, Ragland, 
and Shields. A sample of its ,reliabHity -is ·found in 'its report of the protest 
meeting in the iBig Tent: "·One report of the meetIng sa:id' vb.e tent was filled' 
wibb 'Convention delegates; another Teport said iperha.p·s one-th'ird were Con-

. venti on delegates, and one 'brother who was at the tent t.old us 'Personally that" 
those who were there seemed to him (italics' ours) to be mostly Houston peo'Ple; 
he S8;w very few ·wearing Gonvention ,badges."-TMs 'is journa:Hstic accuracy 
with a vengeance. The gentleman who was present vf!iTY 'Proba:bly sav in a 
back ·seat., and it is rabber dif:fl.C1l1t to see ,badges worn on the la.pel of one's coat 
from the iback. . 

It . is true that the Machine press of the South -has tried ·to cover the 
Machine'·s retreat 'by lauding "the leaders", and denouncing Norris and his 
associateS', and the Bapti&t Bible Union. But what are the facts? At the 1924 
Southern Convention a Committee on Statement of Faith was a;ppointed. From 
then until the 1925 Convention the Southern Baptist press was occupied with 
the discussion 'of the subject of evolution and the Confession of Faoith. At 
Memphis, Dr. E. Y. Mumns reported for his commUtee and ·refused to include 
"n-ot by evolution" in his statement. Dr. C. P. Stealey stood alone in the Com
mittee, and his amendment was voted down two to one. Dr. ·Mulloins was 
supported by Dr. L. R. Scarborough and all the rest of the Committee except 
Dr. Steall;lY. 

A short time before the Houston Convention, Dr. Mullins wrote Dr. Stealey 
saying the introduct10n of "the evolution IIIlllltter" at Houston would, be "about 
the most unwdse and untimely thing that ,could be done!' On 'his way to the 
Convention 'he said h·is aell.;respect wOUld not :pe:rm1t IMm to 'l"ecede from his 
position ta,ken at Memphis. 

Notwivhstanding IliH this an anti-evolution 'l"esolution was ;passed at llIoust-on. 
The 'Southern Convention sa;id ''!not. by evolution" at iHouston, 'though Dr. 
Mullins h-a,d said it must not at Memiphis, and for a year t'h.ereafter he had said 
it must not at Houston. But it didl WUl somebody wlllke up The OanacUan 
Baptist please! Tohe .Southern Convention at 'Houst~n said what for two years 
Drs. Mullins and ScarboTou~ and others had sa,id: it must not say-viz., 'Wot 
by evolution." 

Once more wHl ()'1l'r somewhav Ibefud·d.Jed contemporary observe that in thn 
meeting in the iBig Tent lO,n Thursday nfght a resoluUon was passed by a 
company o.r messengors to the Southern 1C0nvent'ion in :the ofonowlng terms: 
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. "BE IT RESOLVED that this assembly of messengers to the Southern 
·Baptist Convenblon declare -it. to ,be their conviction th.at !peace wi·thin the 
Con·vention and, confidence in the 'leadersh:ip 'Of its institutions and organ
izations can be resto,red, and: ·co-operation of adl our 'people secm'ed!, on'ly 
when the leaders of OU'l" ,denominational 'Work in our missionary and 
e'duca·t1onal instituti;o!lls shall openly de·clare that each is personally 
opposed to the d-octrine of evolution and all that it implieg." 

A ilawYer may !be employed to draw U'P a bHl .for parLiament relating to 
matters in w-hi,ch he has no 'Personwl concern. 'We sha:H have to admit that· 
we knew something of that.'l"esolution hefore it was passed in the B'ig Tent. 

'But WJhat :has 1lhat to' do wIth the decisIon of the Oonvention? .oUT rather 
out-of-ltemper contemporail'Y quotes Dr. Sca'l',borough as saydng that Ms Seminary , ~ 
adopted the (Memphis statement along with' the statement on evolution ad'CIpted \ 
&t Houston. "I1hat is true, and it is also true that the proposal to adopt the ,II 
anti-cvtOolution sta:tement was ma'de and: moved in the T·rustee Board by a 
member of the ,Baptist Bi,ble Union. 

The Oanad4an Baptist follows· the lead of some of the 'Southern ,papers -in 
representing the !Baptist lBilble Union as' loving str'i,fe, and' propOSing meaSUil'es 
Wlhlch can -only engender more sbri'fe. On the contrary, we have ·conslstently 
'contended onIy for loyalty ,to! the Ba.ptIst positio·n. 

The Oa'/lolUZtan Baptist hai'l'" t:he passing of the resolution CllilUng for snb
SCI'i,ption 'by the leaders to the anti-eVlo,lution resol'llltion, as a pacifi'c measure 
which made !for unity. And such it was.' 'DMs was' the resolution: 

"RIE:SOLvtEID, that this Conv'ention request 8;11 its InstituNons and 
!boards, and their missionary representatives, ,to! 'give like assurance to 
the Convention, an·d to our Baptisb ,brotherhood in ,general, of a thearty 
and ind·ivddual accept.ance of the said action of the Convent'ion t'CI the 
en·d that :the g:reat oCaIIlse of our present unrest and: agitation over the 
ev{),lut'ion question 'be effectively and' 4I.ns:l1y removed in the minds of the 
eonstituency of this 'Convention an:d all others concerned." 

Will the half-awake Can/lilian Baptist pilease ,compare this reso~ution with 
that :passed in the IBlg Tent? wm the hi'~her c.r.itics who are so expert in 
identifying sources compare the bwo? No, the !Ji}ditor of tMs paper had absol
utely nothing to rut). with the last-quoted pacifying Tesolution. We were well 
on our way to Toronto when it was written. 'But a 'comoparlson of the two will 
show that IJhey say !precisely the same thing in d'ifferent words. But. of course 
suoh diswl'Ibers of the :peace a.s Norris, Ragland, or ShIelds (Riley 'Was not 
:bb.ere) 'Coold not :poss'ilbly :have had: anything to do with ,that whoich had so 
happy an issue? ' 

The 1nd,isoputa'ble trutli. 'is that. the res·olution moved' by ,Dr. 'So IE. TuU, wh-ich 
brought vhe great :Southern Convention to an unanimous vote 'was written .by 
Dr, George iRa-gland, of Le~ington, Ky. 

Thus T,he Oanadian Baptist ,in its belated attempt, to ,report the Southern 
(",onvention, 'in respect to the facts of the case is, as usual', a:boub &s wrong as 
wrong' could 'be. The action of the Convention, so the Oanadian Baptist thinks, 
completely viudicated the "leaders" ;by doing exactly the op.posite vo what the 
"le8iders" demanded. Our anticipatory contemporary must be practiSing the 
art lof reporting so as ,to be SUfficiently skiLfuI to 'repor,t the nexv meeting of 
the Ontar:io and Quebec Convention as a complete vind,ication of 'McMaster 
University. 

LAST SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 
Sunday morning there was a great servi·ce. The attendance at ,School was 

I,09'5. The ,Pasbor preached' on, '''Who is on the Lord's 'S:ide"? ~o ,the invitation 
to confess Christ ten or twelve responded. Then a call to renewed consecration 
and avowed BC1paration from the worM, and whol&'hearted: dedIcation to the 
service of Christ and the defense of the faith was ,given. In ,response to :this 
they came ·f!rsv in twos and: threes, then· in scores, untM every inch of space 
was ta'ken and 1idsles were crowded, and tears were on ne·arl,y all faces, as at 
last tths ,great eon,gregation stood in solemn dedica.tion to the cause of contend
ing for the faith. lit was a great ih()ur; At night bhe church was filled' Slgain. 
Five were ,baptized. and twentY-five received the hand of ,feHowshlp at the 
Communion 'Service ,following. 
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MORE ABOUT THE EXCITING TORONTO ASSOCIATION 
MEETING. 

Dr. J. H. Farme·r Speaks. 
'.Among those who spoke at the Toronto Association, .Dr. Farmer was one 

of the most prominent. Had OO1r space'!perm-itted, we shoul'd have 'been glad' to 
print Dr. Farmer's speech in ,fuU. :Amon·g other thIngs he quoted: from The 
Gospel Witne88 of the 19t'h. of Novemlber, '19,25, as ·foHows: 

''rDhere 18 ·a conspiracy at McMaster UnIversity to defeat Baptist 
fundamentals at aU poinbs. The present Chancellor and ,the lDeans in 
association with hi·m are among the chief conspirators." 

Dr. Fanner then said': "I deny titat with aU my sou'~. IHcxw dare thall man say 
a th'ing like that about me? 1 deny it again. There Is albsolutely no foundation 
for ·that." .Dr. Farmer !has long depended upon 'Ms reputation for ort<hodo~ to 
protecll him from criticism of Ib.ois· course; and ·in his speech he insists that he 
has 'consistently, on all occasions, endeavoured: to act -in the interests of the 
conservative Baptist position. 

What are the facts of the case? IDr. iFarnner surely wiU not at1lempt to 
deny -that through all the ,long course of Professor 'MatJthews' occupancy of 
the Chair of Old: Testament in IMcMaster, he was hois defender. Dr. Farmer 
never Ib.as admitted, and, does not now ad mill, that IProfessor Matthews is a rank 
modernist. ·Even since -Dr. IMattb.ews !published, his ibook, "Old Testament Life 
and Literature," which, impl'icito1y or expUcitly, denies the supernatural througlh·. 
out, -Dr. Farmer has fai:1ed: to make any acknowledgment of! the unsound·ness of 
Professor Maflf:thews' [pOSition. . 

In 'his &peech at th'e Associa,tion IDr. Farmer said, "I know, as IDr. ISMelds 
does not ,know, what 'broug!ht albout the a,ppointment of !Profes·sor Cur:r; and 
I ·know ·that the then Ohancellor and: myself were :tJhe men who found that man 
and wok the ll"eSIPonsi'bH'ifly of recommending 'h.iiID. and ibrin.gin.g Ib.·im he.re." 
That is not denied. The \Editor of The G08pel Witne88 was' aware of t.baJt fact, 
and was in.formed by some in En'gland' of having Il"eceived' enquf.r~es from Dr. 
Farmer. Dr. Farmer fans to state tthat ·the Senate and Board· of Governors 
received a let-ter 'from the EditJor of The Go8pel Witne88 !immediately after 
Porofes80F Matthews resi-gned', respecMuHy warn·ing the Board of w'hat must 
inevitably h&IPpen ,if another man of the lMatthews sooooOl was appOinted'; and 
we wrote that ,lellter lilt the earnest so'l~citation of some who were within the 
Un-iversity Who were fear:fu1I ·that another man of ,the ,Matthews type would be 
appointed·. Wiser counsels then prevaHed In the lBoa.rd: of Governors tJhan have 
o.btained in ,the last .flhll"ee or !lour years. 

The next time the modernist question came to the ·fore was at the Ottawa. 
Convention in Octo'ber, 1919·. iW'hat was Dr. Farmer's atMtude -then? We 
challenge Or. Farmell" to deny that his atti,tud'e was one of abject surrender to 
the element ,in ·the Denomination whdch expressed i,tael·r in the modernistJic 
editorials In The OanalZian Bapti8t • 

. Once more: Dr. Farmer 'has accepted responsi.bi'1~ty, joint:loy wi,th the 
Chancelroi!'", ,for Professor Marshall's' a.pp01ntment. In view of Professor Mar
shall's utteran·ces, bobh ·in the 1>u'lpI,t and -in the olass-room, how dare Dr. 
Farmer say that he has not. -helped to 'introdiU·ce IMod·er·nism into the OntarJo 
and Quebec Convention? Dr. ,Fwrmer is too inteloligent not to know tha.t 
Professor iMars'haJil's :fIheolJogical position is utterly out of !harmony With the 
th.eologicaJ, standards of McMaster Un.fversity as' represented' by the Trust Deed 
of that dnstitu.tion. There -is a very Ia.l"ge element in the Convention of Ontario 
and Quebec which does not, and W'ill not, agree wil1h i>rofessor iMarshaU's 
position. If. Dr .• Farmer and' those ass.o:ciated with' him are ·determined to 
retain Porofessor ·Marsha,H and estlllblill'h Marshallism !in MoMa,ster University, 
they w·il!l divide :tJhe Convention ·into -two camps. iWe do not know on whICh 
side tme majority wUl stand: at. !present; Ibut we are sure th.at when the mem
bership of the churches of the 'Cbnvention have !been informed, the majol'ity 
"Will 'be against IPl'IOIfessor iMarsha;11. :Dean Fwrmer can no more stop the orising 
tide of opposition to the doctrines ot Profee'sor lMarsha1:I .in this Conven.tion 
than lIle can dam iback Niagara hIls. 

The Chancellor's d'efense o,f Professor iMarshaH 'is, of cou·rse, well known . 
. Dean McLay !bas gone o·n record· as defending the position of Professor Mallthews. 
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If these :three men have not Ibeen sponsorIng Modernism, what lha.ve .they been 
d:oin,g? 

We 'come now to Dean Farmer's objection to the resoliu,uon passed at the 
protest meeting dn Jarvis, Streell Church, wh10h cilMged him with dlltel'fel'ing 
with the ehu'rcb.es in the matter of the settlement of ;pastors. Dean It'l!.rmer 
actuaHy takes to himsel,f the credi1l-1or blame, as the case may be-of havIng 
had s'omething to do with recommendin-g the EdItor.of this paper ,to the 
Adelaide iStreet Church, 'London, more than twenty years ago. Here let us say 
llhat we have never objected to Professor Farmer'if meddJling w1th the churches 
on our own acooun,t: 60 far as we are concerned, he is perfectly welcome to 
do what he likes; we have never slJlllg1bt, nor desired', 8iDybody's recommenda
tion. We believe !'hat if the Lord Himself does not put a man into the pastorate 
of a church he had better -go and ddg d,itches, or somellh-ing else, to earn a 
living, and 'oonclude tha.t he Is not to preach. But 60 far as ·London is concerned:, 
we absolutely deny that our going to London was the result of Dr. Farmer's 
recommendation. It. is 'Dr. Farmer's practice to say, "Amen", :bo the inevitable; 
and then to felicitate himself Ithat he ibl'OUght n about.! We were in 
Adelaide Street .ChuTch for nearIy six years; we knew ~ntimately all tohe mem
'bers of the Committee, and 1lI11 the facts iO:f the ca.se; and: we know that Dr. 
Farmer's recommendation hatl aJbsolutely nothing to do with our going to 
London; and 1ihat the attention of the church was called, to the Editor of this 
paper by someo:ne else. 

Then Dr. Farmer said .in Ibis speech: '''1 rather approved, when the matter 
wae mentioned: to me, of his ,being 'called ,to Jams ·Street." What does tMs 
mean? Dr. Farmer was following .his regular ,practice of sayin-g, "Amen" to 
the inevitable, for he had absolutely .nothing to do wdtoh the matter. He does 
not tell iUS to w,lliOm he ex;p,ressed, his approval, but. cerltainl'Y his approval was 
never officiailly sought. -But Dr. Farmer stands out as an apostle of aCC'llracy. 
At the risk of lbe'ing caHed unfair, we must say tohat we are Increasingly amazed 
at ·Dr. Farmer's con,f1dence in 81ppealiug to Ibis memory in respect to some 
matters. 

We come now to 1Dr. Farmer's critidsm of our editorial in The Gall/peZ 
Witness of IMaIy 2~th, 19'26, entitled, "Is This True?" We print below a let1ler 
received: from the Pu,lpit CommIttee of the Park Ohurch, Brantford" and also 
a 'lett.er occurring in The OanacUan Baptist of J.une 3rd from Dr. Farmer: 

44 George Street, Brantford, May 27th, 1926. 
To ,the Editor The Gospel Witness. 
Dear Sir: 

With :reference t.o the editori8ll a;ppearing -in The GospeZ Witness of 
May 20th, under the heading '''Is This True?", I am instructed 'by the 
Pulpit Committee of the Park Baptist Church to inform you that it is not 
.true. Dr. Farme·r did not recommend Dr. A. L. Huddleston of Halifax, or 
any other minister, to Park Church. In justice to Dr. Farmer, the Pulpit 
Committee request that this letter 'be published. 

Yours truly, 
C. S. TAP,SCOTT, 

Chairman, 'Pulpit Committee, Park Baptist Church. 

ANOTHER PERSONAL WORD. 
'Editor, Oanadian BapUst: 

May I ask you to Insert the following letter which is seIf-explana.tory: 
"Dear Dr. Farmer-

It is with the deepest regret that ,the members of the ,pulpit com
mittee of our church have seen the hearHess attacll upon yourself in 
The Gospel w'itnes8 of !May '2Gth, under the head,in-g '~Is 'l1his True?" 
We all know that what is written there· concernIng younelf is most 
emphatically untrue, and we deeply deplore the fact tbat your kind 
endeavour t~ help the church, when your help was asked, should meet 
such a malicious reward. 'It wlH be evident to you, as it is to us, that 
some m·dispo!red· person or .persons are using your name for" the sole 
ipUrpose of emlbarrassing O\1·r churCh i·n Us .choice of a pastor, and of 
offering gratuitous insult to a Christian minister who has Ibeen invited 
to preach for it. 
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You did not recommend the minister to' us. He was in fact highly 
commended to us by others. When, alfter these recommendatione, you 
were asked concerning him and others, you replied with great frank
ness, suggesting that we ascertain his theological opinione from him
self. 

It is idle, of course, for us to say what indeed you muS't know, that 
we Ib:ave the fuHest coIlifidence in your own Ohristian orthodoxy. 

Y.aurs sincerely (signed) C. S. Tapscott, Chairman, Pulpit Commit
tee, Park Baptist Church, Brantford." 

How Dr. Shielde can indulge in this recklessness of statement I am 
at a loss to understand. It is apparently a part of a settled policy, to dis
eredit me in the eyes of the denomination" and is of a piece with the 
resolution passed at the Jarvie ,Street protest meeting, which I iIlave 
already answered. 

J. H. FARMER. 

We ask our readers to go back and read the two letters 'printed albove over 
again. What are the facts? Dr. Farmer was at Brantlford; he ta'lked over the 
matter of the vacant pasoorate with ,tihe PuLpit Committee. The ,letter says he 
was endeavouring tlo !help IPark Ohurch to 'get a 'Pastor, but that his 'beIpihad been 
"asked". The letter acknowledges that the name of Dr. Huddleston was men
tioned to Dr. Farmer, and that Dr. Farmer suggested that they as'certain 'hiB 
theological opinions from himself. The information which reached us, and to 
w,hich our editorial referred, came from a member of Par,k Church, Brantford. 
Dr. Farmer tells us that he did not recommend Dr. Huddleston,: if he did not, 
he certainly said ,nothing in opposition. This, perhape, would be considered 
by some a perfectly ,proper procedure. Nor :should we be disposed to criticize 
Dr. Farmer for such a course, did we not know that iIle has not always been 

. S'O neutral as we are ,asked to 'believe he was in this case. . 
We think it 'scarcely possible' that Dr. Farmer could 'be 'ignorant of Dr. 

Hu:ddleston's pos-ition. In The Oanad.ian Baptist of this week there is a letter 
from Halifax, signed .by E. L. Curry, eulogizing Dr. Huddleston and hie preach
ing. ·We have no doubt that Dr. Huddleston is a very amiable gentleman; we 
have never heard a word from anybody to the contrary: it is with Dr. Hud
d·leston',s teaching we are concerned. We have 'before us the full text of the 
sermon unller crUicism ,prinvad: i·n The Maritime Baptist of May 19th, and ta;ken 
from the volume 'entitled. "Great ICanadian Preaching". UnleS'B it 'be the case 
of :Profess,o,r Marshall's First Avenue sermon, we have never known a ·more 
glaring instance of the misuse of Scripture than this sermon afforde. The text 
is, "Beloved, now are we ,the ,sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shaH !be: ibut we 'kn'ow ,that, w:tJ,en he s'hall appear, 'We sha;l,l be Uke 'himY 
There is' nothing to suggest the a.pplication of the text to the individual be
liever growing; ·in gra'ce and, -in tihe knowledge of 'Christ, and ultimately find,iug 
his place among the ,gpirits of just men made perfect and without fault before 
the throne of Godl. T.here is !the I\lsu8ll vainglorious boast of tille radio and 
other things which are ·making JlS 6'0 superior to those who have gone Ibef{)re. 
We quote a few paragraphs: 

'''I ·believe it will 'become ,more and more an intelligent religion. By 
that I mean that the perman,ent reality of the Christian religion will be 
re~xpressed in the forme ,that will be in harmony with the intellectual 
development of our day. Not that men will throw overboard all t'h'at 
they fail to understand. Life will always transcend man',S' ability to know, 
as well in the rea·lm of the ,physical as in the realm o,f the spiritual. But 
in so far as they may underS'tand they wiH use to the ibenefit of the Chris
tia:a. life 'the scientific meth.ad of approach. 

"This view is not shared ,by all. There are those who, in the sup
posed interests of the Christian religion, would muzzle scl'ence. They 
would expeH from our Christian universities aU profesS'Ors who favor the 
theory of evolution. So far as it is possible they w.auld force science to 
contorm to the doctrines w·hich they bold. For such a narrow and lim· 
~ted new of Ufe, >the l1ght of history is the natural and sure' CUTe. 

"Since that time the scienUfic method of approach has won many 
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conquests. Flushed with victories, it stands knocking at the doors of 
our churches. It calls for a reinterpl'etation of our Christian faIth.. T,hi~ 
task we must seriously undertake in the interests' of our young men and 
women, many of whom have attended in our schools and collegeS'. They 
are steeped in this me'thod of study. They demand the' right to investi· 
gate any topic and come to their own conclusIons. It is not strange that 
they are not at home among the dogmas of a church that spurns their 
method of mudy; or that some 'of the doctrines that were born in the 
middle ages should confiict with their convictions that are the outcome 
of modern study. 

"In any attempt 'to restate the doctrines of the Christian Faith in 
harmony with the advancing knowledge of our time we have nothing to 
fear. The spirit of Christianity can stand this test. rt is not a matic, 
but a oUvlng, vital force. One 'has Ibut to Mad carefully such books as 
Clark's 'Sixty Years with' the Bible: or Fosdick',s 'Modern Use of the 
Bible,' to 'be convinced that a reverent scholarship, employing scientific 
methods, does not rob us of our BIble, but by enabling us to understand 
and utilize its sacred tre'awres it restores this Book of books to thou
sands of our young men and women to whom it would Ibe otherwise lost. 
May we not, then, conclude that the religion of the future wiIl be better 
understood and more intelligently explained? Is this not in keeping 
with the promise of Jesus, 'Ye shal! know the truth and the truth ·wall 
make you free'." 

WUh iDr. Fosdick's book, "The (Modern Use of the Bible", we are familiar. 
It ~s surely a fair inference 'When Dr. Huddleston so hdghly commends Dr. 
-Fosd'ick'e book that he aJprproves of Dr. ll'os'dd'ck's posit.1on. We do not know 
'anythIng that so fairly -represents ·Dr. ll'osdick's generall position as the book 
in question. 

What would our ,readers think ~f they !heard! ;tihat Park Baptjst Chureh, 
Brantford, had invited to thei.r pulpit a m.an who, in a sermon had said that 
"One had Ibut 00 read: carefully such a :book" as Tom Paine's ".Alge of Reason" 
'\to ibe convinced: that a reverent scholarship, emploY'ing sc.ientific methods, 
does not rob us of l()I\lr iB1ible, 'but Iby ena:bUng us ,to underBjl;and· and utilize its 
sacred treas'\Ll"es -it restores tMs Book of ,books bo thousands of our young men 
and women to whom it would otherwise :be 1Iost"? Dr. Huddleston aid not say 
that 01 Tom Paine's "Age 01 Reason"; but he tUa say that 01 Dr. FCNJdic7G's 
"Moaern Use 01 the Bible." 'But we fear there ·is Ut-t'le to choose between Fos
dick's book and ,Paine's ":Age of Reason." We print below extracts fl'om both 
these; books an 'Paral,lel columns. The ,pages are g,iven in each instance so that 
the reader ,may get the ibooks andl verify them for himself. 

The Devil was Imported 
PAINE 

"Gentile. " "Mythology:" 
"The Book of Job does not b.elong 

to the Bible . . . It has been trans
lated from another language into 
Hebrew, and the author of the book 
was a GentiJe; that the character 
~presented under the name of Satan 
. . . does not corr.espond to any Heb
rew idea" (p. 112). 

"The Christian MythoUJg1.sts teB 
that their Satan made war against 
the Almighty, who defeated him, and 
confined him afterwards, not under a 
mountain, but in a pit. It is here 
easy to se,e that the first fable sug
gested the idea of the second; for the 
fable of Jupiter and the Giants was 
told many hundred years before that 
of Satan" (p. 13). 

FOSDICK 
"Persian." "Outgrown." 
"He [Satan] never appeared in the 

Old Testament untH after Persian 
influence had begun its work, and 
then he was spoken of in three con
nections: Job. 1: 6-12; 2: 1-7; Zech. 
3: 1, 2; 1 Chron. 21: I" (p. 119). 

"Unembarrassed by any intellectual 
difficulty . . . Satan and his satel
lites were supposed to work miracles 
continually" (p. 137). 

"Having frankly recognized, there
fore, the outgro-wn nature of the cate
gory [d,emonology] we need not be 
troubled by it when we read ~he 
Bible" (p. 121). 
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What these Unbelievers Think About Miracles 
. PAINE FOSDICK 

Not "Credible." "Self-evident." "Incredible." "Evidence." 
"Fabies." "Ghosts." 

"The advocates for the Bible have "Credence of ancient miracles in 
no claim to our belief of the Bible the Bible or'out of it is not properly 
because that we believe things stated a matter of faith; it is a matter of 
in other ancient writings; since that evidence" (.p. 162). 
we believ~ the things stated in these "No kind of miracle is related in 
writings no further than they are Scripture the counterpart· of which 
pro!ba.ble and crecUble, or .because they cannot be found and found repeat
are sel/-evident" (~. 71). edly in the records of other religions" 

"Since appearan~s -are so capable (p. 151). 
of deceiving, and things not real have "This endeavor to believ~ in· mir
a strong resemblance to things that acles and to make faith in them 
are, nothing ~an be more inconsist- significant, when all the time we are 
ent than to suppose that the Almighty thinking of miracles as indissolubly 
would make use of means, such as associated with ancient ignorance 
are called miracles, that would sub- and as vanishing when intellig~nce 
ject the person who performed them arrives, is not Christian faith at all. 
to the suspicion of being an imposter, ... Biblical miracles will more and 
and the persons who related them to more 'become unreal g1l.0St8 lost. in 
be suspected of lying, and the doc- antiquity and, gradually becoming 
tri~ intended to be supported there- dimmer, will disappear in utter in
by to be suspected as a fabulous in- credulity" (p. 157). 
venti on" (p. 62). "Certainly I. find some of the mir-

acle-narrativ~s of Scripture histori
cany incredible. Others ;puzzle me. 
I am not sure about them" (p. 164) . 

. "The whimsicalities and the irregu
larities of the age of miracle makes 
the narrativ~s of miracle unreal to 
the modern man'" (p. 155). 

The Morality of the Bible 
PAINE 

"Shocking." 
"There are matters in that book 

[the Bible] said to be done by the 
expreS8 command 'Of Go.d, that are 
... shocking to humanity, and to 
every idea w~ have of moral justice" 
(p. 74). 

"It is because ye are sunk in the 
cruelty of superstition that ye listen 
to the horrid tales of the Bible, or 

. hear them with callous indifference. 
The evidence I have produced . . . 
will free them from all those hard 
thoughts of the Almighty which priest
craft and the Bible had infused into 
their minds, and which stood in ~ver-

. lasting opposition to all their ideas 
of his moral justice and benevolence" 
(p. 100). 

"Could we permit ourselv~s to sup
pose that the Almighty would dis
tinguish any nation of people by the 
name of his chosen people, we must 
suppose that people to have been an 
example to all the rest of the world 
of the purest piety and humanity, 
and not such a nation . . . that had 

FOSDICK 
"Shock." "Shocked." 

"Ethical conceptions of Jehovah in 
flhe Old' Testamenfl shock the modern 
conscience." "Deeds in the Old Testa
ment which from our youth have 
8hocked. 'IlS by their ibarbarIty" (pt). 
5, 13). 

"Start now with this beginning in 
the Old Testament a God from whom 
one would wish to stand far off in 
awe and fear, a God localiz.ed so that' 
his spiritual Presence is not avail
able in secret prayer, a God who does 
not even care for individuals save as 
they are temporarily memb,ers of the 
social group" (pp. 17, 18). 

"The idea of God in the earliest 
writings of the Bible was such that 
few would desire to have intimate 
fellowship with him" (p. 15). 

"Again read t~ ninth chapter of 
Esther, where the writer rejoices in 
a vengeful massacre; or the closing 
words of the 137th Psalm, which even 
Gounod's glorious music· cannot re
deem from brutality" (p. 14). 
"~ ruthless extermination of the 
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distinguished . themselv~s above all 
others, on the face of the known 
earth, for barbarity and wickedness. 
If we will not stubbornly shut our 
eyes and steel our hearts, it is im
possible not to s~, in spite of all 
that long established superstition im
poses upon the mind, that that flatter
Ing appellation of Ms chosen p.eopZe 
is no other than a lie which the 
priests and leaders of ~ Jews had 
invented to cover the baseness of 
their own characters" (p. 102). 

"Elisha • • • cursed the forty-two 
children, in the name of the Lord, 
whom the two sM-bears came and 
devoured . . . There is just as much 
credit to be given to this story of 
Elisha's two she-bears as there is to 
that of the Dragon of Wantley" (p. 
133). 

Amalekites--"both man and "Woman, 
infant and suckling" (p. 14). 

"That the sun and moon stood still 
at Joshua's command, or that God 
sent she-bears to eat up children who 
were rude to a prophet, or that saints 
long dead arose and appeared in 
Jerusalem wMn our Lord was· cruci
fied? . . . SUCH BALD LITERAL
ISM" (p. 181). 

They Treat the Goapela Alike 
PAiNE FOSDICK 

'U'reS'llming." "Manufactured." '¥Wondering." "Invented." 
'''The story of the angel announcing "Comparing 'Mark and Matthew, we 

what the church caLls lIhe immaculate flnd that in the earlier Gospel there 
conception ~s not so much as men- are no 'birth stories while in Matthew 
tioned in the books ascribed to Mark Jesus is virgin-born and the star of 
and John and is differently related in Bethlehem miraculously leads the 
Matthew and Luke" (P. 147). Magi to the .manger" (pp. 146, 147). 

"Mark, in ·detailing the circum- "Mark :recorded no other marvels 
stances of the crucifixion, makes no at the crucifixion than the rending of 
mention of any earthquake, nor of the the temple veil, but that Matthew 
rocks rending, nor of the graves open- added the reS'llrrection of 'many bodies 
ing, nor of the dead men wa'lking of the saints that had fallen asleep; 
out" (P. 149). who entered into the b,oly city and 

"Matthew says there was darkness appeared unto many" (p. 147). 
over all the land from the .sixth -hour In John "we face a heightening of 
unto the ninth houi"; that the veil of the miraculous element. In particular, 
the temple was rent in twain from among miracles that the ,Synoptists 
the top to the 'bottom, that there was . do not mention, we find some of the 
an earthquake; that the rocks rent; most ast{)nishing wonder works" 
that the. graves. 'Opened; ,that the (p. 148). 
bodies of many of the saints that "Wherever we possess successive 
elept arose and came out of their renditions of miracle workers' live!1 
graves after the reS'llrrection, and we find this tend·ency to give entirely 
went int{) the holy city and appeared explicable events a miraculous twist, 
unto many. Such is the accoup.t to heighten the effect of marvels by 
which this dashing writer of the book ast{)nishing additions, and: to! invent 
of Matthew gives, but in which he ilJ miracZes of which the earlier records 
not Bupported by the writers of the bear 'no trace .... Nor is It surpris
other books" (p. 149). ing that men should turn to the Brble, 

"The presumption is that the 'books wontlering if nhe same prooelJs is at 
called the Evangelists, and as'cri'bed work there" (pp. 144, 145). 
to Matthew, Mark, ·Luke, and John "When we compare Mark and Luke 
were not written by them 'but that we get the same impression of height
they are impositions .... The silence ened effect, and added detail. In Luke, 
of one book upon matters related in though n·ot in Mark, are the stories 
the others, and the disagreement that of the virgin Ihirth and the angelic 
is to be found among them, implies apparition to the shepherds. 
that they are the production of ·S'Ome In Mark, where 'one of them that 
unCOnnected individuals, many years stood 'by drew his sword, and smote 
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after the things they pretend to re
late, each of whom made his own 
legend; and not the writings of ·men 
living intimately together, as the men 
called apostles are supposed to have 
done; in fine, that they have been 
'lfW4llli,lacturerl, as the books of the Old 
Tes~ament have ,been" (.p. 147). 

the s·ervant of the high priest, and 
struck off 'his ear,' no miracle is re
corded. In Luke, however, the ear is 
restored-the only example In Scrip
ture of the restoration of an ampu
tated member. Luke Is e9pecially rich 
in rlramuUc arlrlitions to the nar.ra
tive" (pp. 147, 148). . 

The Trinity 
PAINE 

"Absurd Stuff." 
"According to the Ohristian trini-· 

tarian scheme, one part of God is 
represented by a dying man, and an
other part caJled the Holy Ghost, by, 
a flying pigeon, It is Impossible that 
belief can attach itseLf to such 'Wilrl 
concei.ts. • •• Acts 2: '3 saYS' that it 
descended in a mighty rushing wind 
and In the sha.pe of cloven tongues; 
perhaps iii was cloven feeL Such 
absurrl stuff is on,ly fit for tales of 
witches and wizards." . ''The belief of 
a God is' a belief diiNinct from all 
other things and ought not to ·be con-' 

· found·ed with any. The notion of a 
trinity ·of gods has enfeebled the be
lief -of one God" (pp. 181, 183). 

FOSDICK 
.. Ari:thme.tical Albsurdity." 

"Consider the doctrine of the Trin
ity. Many are puzzled by It, and who 
can 'blame them? As preached in .our 
Protestant churches the T.rinlty has 
often been little more than a matha
matica;l for·mula about three being one 
and one three. Let It be said to the 
credit of the early fathers who Intro
duced the church to the phUoS'Ophlcal 
treatment of the TrinitY, that they 
did not deM 'in such arithmetical 
absurdity as has charactoerized' our 
modern pulpits in their identification 
of one person with three persons. If, 
then, anyone is troubled 8!bout thlEP 
formula of the Trinity, the liberal pre
scription is familiar: t.ranslate the 
·formula back into the experience from 
which It came. The Trinity that mat
ters is the Trinity of experience" (P. 
188). 

"The 'rli'IJinity 01 Jesus' as a formuJa 
. . . is not in the Ncw Testament" 
(p .. 187). 

"Yet the God who was In Jesus i9 
the same God who is in us. You can
not ·have one God and two kinds of 
divinity" (p. 272). 

"They take a phrase such as 'Jesus 
ie God,' not to be found eIther in the 
Scriptures or the creeds, and set it up 
as 'a standard of regularUy in doc
trine. But to suppose that the 
ph·rase 'Jesus Is God' is an adequate 

. ex,presEPion of the 'ChrisUan faith even 
In ite creedal forms is to display 
abY8mal ignorance of what the -church 
has stood for. That statement alone 
·is not orthodoxy; it i8 here8y" (p. 
257). 

The Angels an Outworn Category 
PAINE FOSDICK 

"The book of Matthew goes on to . "When we turn to the New Testa-
"'iJlaY (chap. 28, ver. 2), 'And behold,. ment, angels are the common phras-
· there was a great earthquake, for the - ing of God's ministry to man. They 
· angel of, the Lord descended from form an innumer8!ble host; they IJerve 
heaven, and came and ·rolled -back the men by causing useful dreams, 'by 
stone from the door, and sat upon It.' strengthening the spirit in tempta;tlon, 
But the other bookS' 'say nothing a'bout by opening prison doors, by giving 
any earthquake, nor a-bout the angel peaCe and power in time of strees. 
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roIling back the stone, and sitting 
upon it; and, according to their ac
counts, there was no angel sitting 
there. 

"Matthew says that the angel that 
was ·sitting upon the ·stone on the out
side of the sepulchre told the two 
Marys that 'ChriS't was risen, and that 
the women went away quickly. Mark 
says that the women, upon seeing the 
stone ·rolled away, and wondering at 
it, went into the sepulchre, and that 
.it was the angel that was 6'itting 
within. on the right side that told 
them so." 

"It is not uncommon to relate stor
des of .personllli walking atter they are 
dead!, and of @hosts and a.pparltions 
of such ali:! have fallen by some violent 
or ·extraordinary ·means; and the peo
ple of 'that day were in the habit of 
believing such 1lhings, and of the ap
pearance of. ange'l8, and also of devils" . 
(pp. 152, 166). 

Not onIy<!o they sU~l'1O!Und,theheavenly 
throne 'and attend the divine Majesty, 
'but they appear corporeally on earth" 
(p. 124). . _ 

"This need of angels-The !Master, 
for example, so far as we know never 
spoke of his experience in terms of 
their ministry" (!p. 1~5). 

"Gabriel has no real: place in our 
explanation of eventS'. We cannot 
think with Jude' of Michael and the 
dev'il fi,gh,t1lng over the possession of 
Moses' body. We do not practically 
ascribe .helpful dreams or anything 
else to the ·beneficient -activity of in
dividual angels. Indeed, we muS't con
~ess that as a category of scientific 
explanation actually applied to daily 
life we are not Biblical in our think
ing a:bout angels" (p. 125). 

"We are not clear gainers by our 
shift of' thought away from angelic 
cate·gor-ies. We cannot go back, to be 
sure" (p. '128'). 

Jesus Christ was only a man like other men 
. PAINE 

"Jesus Christ founded no new sys
tem. He called men to the practice of 
moral virtues, and tlie belief of one 
God. The great ·trait in hiS' character 
is philanthropy" (p. 24). 

"He was the son of God in like 
manner that every other person ,is
for the ICreator is the Father of All" 
(!p. ,24). 

"That such a person as Jesus Christ 
existed, and that he was crucified, 
which was the mode of execution at 
that day, are historical relations 
strictly within the limits of proba
bility" (,p. 12). 

FOSDICK 
"Wherever you look at the under

lying presuppositions of ·men's think
ing a'bout God to-day yOU' find, not the 
old dualism againS't which the ancient 
church had so long and fierce a con
fiict, but a gladly recognized affinity 
ibetween God: and man. In our the
ology no longer are- the divine and 
the human like oil and water that 
cannot mix; rather all the best in us 
is God in uS'. This makes faith in the 
divine Christ infinitely ·easier than it 
was under the old r·egime" (p. 266). 

"Yet the God who was in JesuS' is 
the same God who is in us. You can
not have one God and two kinds of 
divinity" (p. 27,2). 

"The historic Jews: -he has given 
the world its loftiest ethical ideals" 
(P. 226). 

"To 'be oureelves of such a spirit 
that God can work his victory in and 
through us; to persuade other·s to be 
transformed by the renewing of their 
mindS'; to strive for the better organ
ization of society that the· divine pur
pose may ·be furthered, not hindered, 
'by our economic and poUtical life; 
and then to await the event in his 
way and time-such have ibeen our 

. attitude and our .preaching, and they 
have seemed 00 us Ohristian" (p. 110). 

(lot "seems Ohristian," lbut it is not.! ) 
"Surely this is clear in the GOS'Pels. 

The Master's body wa.s normal like ou~ 
OwD. . . . it sWfered and it died Wee 
ours" (p. 203,). 
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.. The Future' Lif.r: :". .' '. 
PAINE 

"1' O'01tble not myself about tJ"e 
manner of. fut'U1'e elCistence. I con
tent myself with believing, even to. 
positive conviction, that· the power 
th~t gave me all. ~xistence is. able to 
continue. it, in any form' and. manner 
he pleases, either with or' .. without 
this body; and it. appears probable to 
me that I shall continue to exist here-
after" (p. 67). . 

FOSDICK' 
"Personally' I .. d,.o ·not pretend" to 

7.,notv the. details of the future life: 
I 'am sufficiently .sense-bound sothlit 
I d.o not easily imagine a completely 
disembodied' existence. I wonder' just 
what -we mean by' the persistence' of, 
personality" (p. '102)," .' . . 

"I believe in the ·persistence of /Pel'· 
sonality through death, but I do not 
believe in the resurrection of . the 
flesh". 

The Indispensable Item-the Acid. Test! . 
PAINE FOSDICK. 

'''1 now come to ~ last scene- "In such an easily picturable [flat]. 
that of the ascension into. heaven. .. world the farewell. of ·Jesus to the 
It was necessary that this last scene eart'h could ,be imagined. l1tera:lbr as 
should preclude the possibility of a physical levitation until he was re
denial and dispute·. .. at least it ~ived into heaven a definite distance 
ought to have been as public as ~ above the ground, and his return 
crucifixion is reported to have been. could· be UteraU,.. imagined. as a !p~sl
. ; • But the writer of Luke says that cal descent from the place. where he 
the ascension was from Bethany; that had gone. The marvel is not that 
he (Christ) led them out as far as such a picture of the Master's going 
Bethany, and was parted from them and return should arise in the setting 
there, and was' carried up into heaven. of suoo a. wor·~d-view; the :marvel. is 
So also was Mahomet; and, as to that after that 'world-view has been 
Moses, the apostle Jude says (ver. 9) so long outgrown, after we have 
that Michael and the devil disputed· known for centuries that this ~arth 
about his body. While we ooIieve is a· globe whirling' through space 
such fables. 'as these, or eitMr of with no ups or downs any longer 
them, we believe unworthily of. the meaningful in the old sense,. so· .that 
Almighty" (pp. 156, 157). if one man ascend 'from Melbourne 

and another from London they &'0 in 
opposi~ directions, many folks Sh9Uld 
still retain· t~ old· pictUJ,'e' . of our 
Lord'.s ascent and' desc6flt· '/rOm the 
sky and should regard 'that 1P1c:ture 
as a test of a standing or falUng' 
church and an indispensable item. in 
the evangelical faith"· (pp. 104, 105). 

The Bible and Science 
PAINE . 

"It is, I believe, .almost impossible 
to flnd in any story upon record,. so . 
many and such' glaring absurdities, 
contradictions, and falsehoods as are 
in those books [the' four Gospels] .•• 
The Bible and the Tl3stament are ·im
positions upon the world . . • all 
fabulous inventions,. dishonorable . to 
the wisdom and power of the Al
mighty" (p~ 158)..' ." 

"There was no moral ill in believing 
the earth was flat ... any more than 
there was a' moral virtue in b~lieving 
that· it was round like a globe . , . 
When a system of religion is made 
to .grow out of a supposed· sysblm of 

FOSDICK· ..... 
"The strange ways of thinking that 

the Bible contains" (p. 35). . . 
"The science of· the Bible is not our 

science" .(p. 53). . . .. 
. "We know ·now that l3yery idea -in 

the Bible started from primitive and 
childlike origins" (p. 11). 

"In the Scriptures the flat earth ·is 
founded on an ·underly.ng sea·;· it js 
stationary; the heavens are -like· an 
uP.turDl3d.· bowl· or canopy above 'it; 
tM circumference of this vault 'rests 
on pillars; the sun;' moon, and stars 
m'ove'within this firmament of special 

. purpose to illumine man; ther", is a 
sea above' the. sky, ~'the waters which 
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creation that is not true, and to uni~ 'were above the heavens" and, through. 
itself therewith in a manner almost the ~'windows of heaven" the ·rain:· 
ins.eparable therefrom, the case 'as- conws down; within' the earth is .. : 
sumes an entirely different ground. Sheol; where dwell the shadowy dead; 
It "is then that errQrs, no~ morally .bad, .' ~this :whole cosmic system is sus
become fraught jWit~. the-:sl!.me: mill-' : pended . over' 'vacancy; and it all 'was 
chilifs 'as if they ·were:;· I.t is then :that. . made in six days, each with a morn
the· t~th" t1;t.C?ugh, pth~rWi!!.!l. :indiff~r- : ing. ;'and :ali .. evening, . a short and 
ent ,itself,,, ~ecomes. an essential, by, ,measurab:le: ·tinw before. This.is the 
becoining the criterion· that either world-view of :t)ie' Bible" (pp: 46, 47) .. 
confirms: by ;corresponding evidence, . . , .;; , , I :' .. I • . ,. '. 

or. den~s by contradictory evidence, .. :' ". ' . 
": ,I" 

the reality of the religion itself"· (pp. . . , 
43, 44). 

Here they Sum up their Deatructive Wark 
PAINE 

"I know that this bold investiga
tion will alarm many, but it would be 
payingl too great compliment to their 
credulity to forbear it upon· that ac
count. The times and the subject 
demand it to be done. The suspicion 
that the theory of what is called the 
Christian church is fabulous is be
coming very ~xtensive in all coun
tries" (p. 16). 

"I have gone through the Bible, as 
a man would go through a wood with' 
an axe on his shoulder. and fell trees. 
Here they: lie; and the priests, if they 
can. may rt!!plant them. They may, 
perhaps, stick them in.' the ground, 
but ·they will never make them grow" 
(p.·l"~)... . ,J. ~ 

FOSDICK 
"The position represented in this 

book w-iH 'o-f course :be (J.istastefuZ to 
those bound by a theory of literal in
errancy. in their approach to the 
Bible" (Preface). . 

"We have analyzed the Book into 
its constituent· docum~nts; we have 
catechised ~ach fact that might bear 
witness to the truth about the ancient 
writinsrs. their authors, times, and 
circumstances: we' have let no senti
ment of reverence, no tinw-sanctioned 
taboo deflect our search. We have 
gone at this inv.estigation of our 
sacred books counting courage a duty 
and hesitant sentimentality a sin." 

. T·hat is "the nC10 a.pproach to -the 
Bible" (p. 177) .. 

.. (The above qU·'Jt.ations are taken [rom a 'booklet entitled. "The Deadly. 
Parallel", ~a comparison of Tom Paine's "Age of Reason" with Har·ry Emerso;n. 
Fosdick's "Modern pse of the BI'ble",' by George H. Dowkontt, M.D. Loh;eaux 
Brothers, Bible Trutli Depot, 1 East 13th Street, New York.) 

," . , 

Dr. Farmer and Dr. Fosdick. 
We have alway's in-sisted that in his personal teaching Dr. Farmer was 

ahyaye tr!le to the Baptist position; but this is' what Dr. Farmer said at the 
Association: ·'1 don't agree with Dr. Fosdick in al1 his views. I admire his 
spirit more than I admire the spirit of S'Qme ·men who are orthodox." What 
does Dr. Farmer mean 'by Dr. Fosdick's "S'Pirit"? What does be know ·of Dr. 
Fosd.ick'B spirit? . Persona:lly, we ·know nothing at a1'1 Ibeyond Dr. Fosdick's 
written words; but we ask our r~aders to judge of Dr. FoedlcJt's spirit· by the 
quotatipns we have given. -If it is' not the spirit of antichrlst. what is it.? 

Dr. Fosdltck speaJks of the new a,p·p.roach to the iBllble, and' Dr. Hud'llleston 
speaks to·f "tlhe scientific method of approach." 'l.'ihe "approach" as' 'at ,least as 
·old as Paine, and',' actualIty, is as old as tf.:he '~ap'p·roach" o.f the ser-pent who 
"approached" Eve wUh the questIon, ''Yea, hath God saM." 

What> ·do 'Canadian iBa:ptis-ls think of this glorification of Fosd·ick whose 
teachings so closely ,para.l1lel those of 'l'htomas Pa.ine? 'Think of Pa:ine's "Age 
of "Reason" being recommended from a iBaptist pulp1t! Wlhat wiH Park OhtUrch 
Baptists 1lb-in-k of it? . IAre we -to have a "Par-k". C·hurch. case in Ontario· and 
Quebec as in the Northern Convention? . 

. Dr. Huddleston, in the sermon already quoted', says, ·"As the scienUfic 
iniler-pretation of Christian e:r;perielice wnn hold for 'us ·the student who other
wise 'would be lost to the cause of Ch'rist," etc. Wihat drivel these pseudo· 
intellectuals talk! Wtho ds "the stud·ent"? Only. a limited ·acquaintance :w1th . 
the' Past' can lead men to ta.ltk EMich nonsense. Were I1here no ,"students'" ~tH: 
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thi~;gilnerati!l~ W~ .born? . .wpat of.tlle scholars of the ,pal'Pt. wiho'yielded 'thei,r 
inY!l~~cts .t~ . ~h:rdst. a,nd rejoiced to Call Him lArd·? If a. Htt'le learnIng ~s .so. 
new t<.>".,tl1ese g~nlllemen that they must 'parade it as a ,c~Hd does iIl·is new toy, 
they . Jl,lust 'D,ot.pt.ink tJhat others are w.ithout"acquaintance With the ;profound 
aD;d massive ·thin'king of the past. ·Dr.. Hudd!leston's,setmoh"is not a deep-keeled . 
. sh~·p . ,for. deep-sea sailing, but only., a. ·li.totle fiat.-bbttotned:· 'boat fit ~r pad,dUrig' c, 
arOund the ·pond on the. farm. :."Student"·'indeed',! : 1·( thaP'son' ·of· twadd'le: ' 
a.pp~~ls 'to ·,present-day t'i.tudents", .they -w:ould! 'be ! i>ariilyz&,i' 'by' 8.. ,little. 'honest! : I 
think'i~g. The Lord, God .1A'lmightY' revealed ·in .God: the' .soli as' Dhe' ~'b sla.in: 1 

from ~ the loundatiJo!l1'/ otrrthe . world,: 'must reCast His go~el and ohango .. Hlfr·· 
eternal"Word to insure tJhat ~'the s.tud'ent" wiH not turn away ·frl$! the' cJ:i:lircli!': 
Tllds.' may '!pe very fl~ttering 110 "the student": Ibut it is most d,is'honouring to . 
God:. !Notwithstanding Dr. Farmer's criticism of our ·"spirit," we ·wiH: not 
change a 'Word, of what is w~it:ten. It is time somebO'ci'Y poured upon suoh 
religioUBI inanities, as Dr. Huddlest.on's sermon contains, vhe contempt it deserves. 
Ills one saving q'Ual1ty is that it is 'too weak to -do any: thin'king person any 
harm. ' 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION:,' SENIOR LESSON LEAf·'!· 
VOL. 1. T. T; SHIELDS, D.O., EditOr", TOr"onto, Ontario, Can~da _ No.3. 

Lesson 1. THIRD QUARTER. July 4, 1926. 
. Application for ent'ry as second-class matter is pen~!E.g~ ______ _ 

. THE JUDGMENT. 
LES~ON TEXT: . Matthew, chapter 26. 
I. ·:THE .. PA~ABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS. " . 

1. The secon.d .advent is an event of supreme Interest to the true ·believer. 
To such', Christ- is lidt the Judge, but·the Bridegroom; His coming, for the be· 
liever; heralds not an as:size but a marrIage, and is the consum,mation -af aU' 
the . believer's, hopes .. Hence it is, in very truth, the "blessed hope". 2. Who' 
are ,repreS'tinte,d' by the ten. Yirgins? "The Church in 'her aggregate and Idea:! 
unity, is. 'the bride; the member of the 'Church, as indIvidually called:are guests; 
in their separation from the world, and expectation of the Lord's comjng," they 
ate.W·!.!" Virgins;: (Lange). Sometimes a. g·ood deal of ingenuity" is.!lfsplayed in 
an "attempt to"identify the ten virgins; but we can afford to be dogmatic" only' 
on 'matters wbjch· are supported by the .plain teaching of SCl'iptur:e .. 3. The' :wise 
vlrgin.s had lamps that could give light: they had ,both a profession .and a pos-

" session. Christians must n'Jt, be merely ornamental as lamps; 'but thtlY -must 
sJ:iJn'8'as, lights iii tlie :world. 4. The foolish vir!!lnFl har:! lamps, but. no -light. 
Tliere is a kind of ;rE!1igion which h!ls a form of god-liness but den-jes the pow~r 
thereof; there is an: orthod,oxy of words whioh is destitute of 's'Piritua-l vi~lity. 
'The genuine' Christian is as a lamp dilled. with the oil of the Spirit, giving Ugl;1t 
to the world. 5. While the bridegroom tarried, 'both ,the wiSe and the fool1s1:t. 
virgim'-slept. Thus· the church. both the true and the false, Ib.ecause of the 'long 
tarrytng of the Bridegroom. -ha'S' allowed the truth of tbe Lord's coming to ·be 
neglected. This is also'predictedl in .II f'1etei 3: 3 an'd 4. 6. While' the Bride· 

.- groom's .appearing will be a surprise to' all, His near approach ·~a.y be known 
before He actuaHy comes .. Are we living In· the hour 'Jf the midnight cry? Is. 
there not a more general and renewed emphasis upon the tr-uth that Jews is 
comIng again? 7. The doctrine of the Lord's· coming is a searching and reveal
ing truth. It diffe;rentiates ,between the t.rue and the' false. It often appears 
that a'man's attitude toward the second coming of Christ reyeals his attit,nde 
toward 'the Peroon of ·Christ. 8. Grace can ,be O'btalned··only from Hea.dquar· 
tel's' (vi3::8 and 9). There can 'be no proxie's in religion: .gra~", must com~·'frllm. 
God ottly. 9. The Bridegroqm',s co,miD,g will ,be a time of revelati9n and s-epar·· 
ailoD..·· The difference ibetween the· wise ,and fooUS'h virgins appeared, most 
dfstincily when the"brid-egroom came .. So the coming of Christ (I Thess .. 4: 
13-18;..'1:1 T~esB\ 1:' .7~~Oi~"II T~es!!,. 2: ~-12). ~O. The Bride~;oom's coming wUl 
be a time of fln~l awards. Fo~ some, "the dopr::'V1Y! sl!-1~t. We .. ,ca~. find ~o 
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justHlcation in Scripture for the theory that anyroody's, proha:t1on' 'wlU' :'be ex· 
tended :.beyop.d' the qoming of Christ. , 11. We are taugh·t the 'neceSsity of' beln,g 
always on ,~he wa:tch' :(v. 13). ' , ':, 

II. THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS. 

1. The parable s~'ggests a' iong lapse' of time b~fore the Lord's return. The 
:men ,travelled "Into a far country'" (v. 14), and returned "atter',iI.. io'ng time" 
(v. 19). 'We believe there is no scriptural ,s'Ilpport for the,thsory'that the· apos· 
tollc wI·itei's expected Christ to come in th.elr day. , 2. Not all -the' Lo'rd's ser· 
vants are equally endowed (v. 15). 3. The two wh1l received five, and two 
talents, respectively, made t.he best use possilble of thelr'tl'u·et; As':we are not 
all equally endowed, ·we cannot aH be equally profitable, or equally successful; 
but we may' all 'be equally faithful. 4. The s'ervant who had but' one -talent was 
the one w.ho did nothing. It is often the oD;e~talented people who are· guilty 
of neglect .. but not always is this the case. What a sto()ry cou1d ,be· told of the 
falthfulne'ss of the olle~talented mem'bers of the church; who do' their utmost 
with the gifts ,bestowed upon them! 5. 'The Lord's return wHl be a tim'e of 
reward,s. We Ibelieve we do not suIDcien'£ly emphasize the scriptural doctrine 

. of rewards. Salvation i9 wholly of grace, eternal ,life is the gift of Gad; but 
over and above the gift of life, the Lord rewards His faithful servants (I Cor. 
chapter 3) .. ,6,. OU!' standing in the future will depend upon our Uge. of the 
opportunities of time. ThIs earthly pilgrimage represents our schooHl.ays. 
The'se faithful servants were rulers In the ,latter day ,because they had been 
dlllgent during their lord'S' aibB:ence. 7. "The joy of thy lord".', What Is it-the 
joy of the shepherd who finds :his lost sheep? of the father' who receives his 
lost son? One thing is certain: the felicity 'of heaven w1l1 depend upon our 
d,evelopment of heavenly capacitieS'. 8. Here, again, the, Lord's return Is repre· 
sented as a time of revela:t!on: the faitMess ser:vant was discovered, and his 
sin consisted in ,his failure Ito recognize his o'bligation to his ~ord. It was Ii sin 
of omi-ssion wh~cb brought upon him such terrible punlshmeDt. 

III. A PROPHECY OF THE FINAL JUDGMENT (VB. 31.46). 

1. The judgment her,e described may be identifled as the final Judgment, 
by the fact, that It is a judgment of all nation." it is all·inclusIve; and a-lso by 
the c·haracter of the se.ntence, "everlasting punishment", and "Ufe eternal". 
2.' 'l'he judgment will begin with a separation. No' witnesses are required, no 
possl!bility of mistaken identity is aS9Umed: the ,judgment depends entirely 
up'on the knowledge of the Judge Himself. How terrl'ble is this truth, that we 
deal with a Judge from Whom no secrets are hid, and Whose omniscience wlll 
enable Him to mete out absolute justice! 3. The ·reward of the righteous 'is 
descr~bed: (a) they are blessed of God; (b) their reward is an inheritance' and 
a kingdom; they a,re given possession of rulershlp by right Of ,tlheir iD.heritance; 
(c) their Inheritance was prepared for them 'from the foundation of qIe world. 
Wha:t ,a prize that will Ibe which was so anciently prepared! (v. 34). 4. The 
rule of judgment. Are men to be judged for their work.", or' for 'their faith? 
It Is true that they are here judged for their workS'; for only their works are 
mentioned; 'but,we must Interpret this parable in the light of ~l1e ,general' teach. 
ing of Scripture, as for example specifically, 'the e'plstle 'of James, where it 
insists that: faith without works 16' dead; which Is another way of saying that 
there is no true faith without works. Hence workS. are but an: evidence of faith. 
This principle' is confirmed by the fact that tho.se who were thus rewarde'd; 
were uncoDscloU9 of the merit ascri!bed' to them. 5. The awful sentence pro· 
nounced upon the unjust, "Depart from me, ye ,cursed, into everlasting iire, 
prepared for the devil and his a'nge,ls" (v. '41). If any should insist that this 
Is flgllrative language. it must be anlfflered ~hat the reality' cannot be less than 
the ~gure; and therefore a t~rrlble'filte await., thOl,e'wh~' a,r~ t~us'sentenced. 
ii. The "sentElD'ce upon the unjust wou'lil.' imply'tliat a' viola,tion o()'f the, second 
commandment to love one's neighlbour a'S!,hlmseU; involve·S' the,violation' of tJhe 
first, to love God sllpremely'; and' therefore a tranilgresSi,on of' the wb,ole la~ 
(vs. 42~45). 7: It sh<lul~ be ~oted that the' worl,ls «.l,esl)I1~ing the 4uration 'of 
the puniS'hmep,t of the wicked, and t~e life of the rtgliteous; are ,the same: if 
one is eternal, the other must" bp· ' " 


