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Convention .Approves Open Membership to 
, Please Rockefeller 

Reported ,by T. T. Shields. 

[;

ASHliNGTON' D.'C., May 27th:-The ,Convention opened Tuesday 

W morning, May 205th. President Edward H. Rhoades reported an en· 
rolment of over thirty-dive 'hundred at the first sesMon, of whom over 
eight hundred were visitors and the rest delega,tes. Hundreds more 

~ enrolled later, but even thirty41ve hundred peQple when they come ftm .together make a great host. The Cloty Auditorium wu equipped with 
loud-spea'kers, so that even those whose voices were weak might be 
heard; but the human voice is Ibetter unaesisted when It is strong 

, enough to 'make Itself heard. 
The chief item of the ,morning was the "Keynote Address" by Rev. J. 

Whitcom'b Bl"ougher, of 'California. His· sulbject was, "Our COlIllIllon Denomina· 
tor"; and 'having got through an attem,pt to explain hiS' mathematical figure. 
he told us' the Baptist Common Denominator waS' Jesus Christ. Making a -plea 
for unity on the ,basis of their relationship to 'Christ, he appealed ,to the Bap·· 
tists of -the Northern Convention to get together. He 'sald they might 'get to· . 
gether Qn the Deity, the authority, the life, and the Kingship of Christ. It is 
weLl for Dr. Brougher that 'he knows 8'0 well how to ,tell a !!'tory so as to get 
people to laugh themselves into good humour. We used to ,hear it said that a 
travelling salesman was under the necessity o'f entertalnin-g !his prospective 
cu!!'tomers In order to ,put them -In a humour to 'buy his goods·. In what some 
regard as "the good old daYS", such entertainment was of-ten of a rather "wet" 
variety; and put the m,lnd ,into ·a responsive, If rather confused, state. 

Dr: Brougher ,puts a very low estimate upon ,the Intelllgence. of -his audl· 
ence; for he speaks to ,the level of the Intelllgen·ce of the frivolous crowd with 
whom Douglas' 'Fah:banks and tM.ary Pickford. are so popular: and from among 
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such he finds 'his supporters. Was it Dr. Bl'ougher's reputation as one who 
could ~8.l'lze Ithe ,Irreg.uoJ'ar by t!he marriage of d'1vor,cees, wbJich eaxned fOr 
him the honour of ,being selected to attempt to effect a marriage 'between 
Filn1iamentallsm and Modernism wIthin the Baptist denomination? In com· 
parison 'Wit!h this latter, ·the mllJ'rla.ge of Fairibailiks and 'Mary Plcklford was a 
most proper ,proceedlng,-al!belt each Involved the utter repudiation of the 
teaching and authority of 'Christ and the New Testament. 

Dr. Brougher's &tatement upon 'the Deity of Ohr1st .cou,ld 'hardly be palat­
alble to avow,ed Unitarians; 'but his omission of any reference to the authority­
of the Scriptures, or -to the atonement 'by 'blood, made ,his address a ,poorly­
concealed, aJttempt to 'hold together in one ,fellowsMp tMngs d1ametr.icaUy op­
poS'Sd to each other and to the Word of God. The Washin'gton pl'ess righ-tly 
interpreted the address as a piece of 5ltraddlin'g and compromise. Dr. 'Brougher's 
address was a sacrll1gious ,prostitution of holy things: to political us-es, an a,.t­
tempted rh'etorical marriage of -half-truths in an endeavour to legitim,ize the 
illlgiUma,.te oirS'Prlng of Mammon and Religion. 

FolLowing Dr. Brougher's address one of the outstanding modernims of the 
Convention, Dr. Wallace Petty, of Pitts;burgh, asked us what we thought of the 
address. We said, "You know as w,eli as anyone that Dr. Brougher utterly 
Ignored the matters at inue"; to which Dr. Petty laughingly replied, "He 
s'howed -himself to 'be a mighty goood skater." To this· we agree. As one who, : , 
by the deceitful 'handling of th'e Word of God, can persuade even good omen to 
a courll'8 of action which involves the repudiation of the authority of God's t' 
Word and the rejection of the autbJority of Christ, Dr .. Brougher showed him-
self to be a pam-master; 'but after the Washington Convention of 1926, no in-
teIligent and conscientious Baptist will ever again take Dr. J. Whitcom'b 
Brougher 'seriously as a prophet o~ the Lord. 

Later in this report we shall have occasion to refer to ,Brougher -the 'Skater 
again. Here let it S'Ilmce to say that Brougher Is a sympto,m of the dill'8ase 
from which IEvangel1cal Ohr.1stianUy is everywhere suffering. That disease we 
may caU staltJus quoitls. ~It is a di&ease owhioCih SO muddles the minds of its vic­
tims as to make them think they are doing God service by keeping their denom­
Ination In the ditch of compromise and spiritual and financial 'bankruptcy. . 

REORGANIZATION PRO.POSAL DEFEATED. 

We were not present! Tuesday afternoon w-hen the lConvention vot.ed d'own 
the proposal to re-organize the NOl'thern Convention after the 'Pattern of the 
Standard OLI Com'PaDY The proposai was perha.ps a l'ittIe ;premature. But a 
Oonvention that can be mudd'led and eon·fused' by sucb. poJeading as iDr. Broug;her 
made, may yet be prevaJled' upon tlo wear the ·br,idle the Rockefel:ler 'lntereets 
have prepared for U. A youn.g colt may gallop away Into the ,pasture the first 
time an· attempt is made to ~t it into iharness, 'but dot will ibebroken and 
harnessed 'by and ,by. 

THE OPEN MEMBERSHIP QUESTION. 

We oome now to an account! of ifJhe great session of Wed·n:esda.y morn·f.ng 
when the dssue lb~()J'e the OonvenJtion was 'Whether or not tihe ConveD!t'l.on 
should ap'Prove of the p.rinctple of open membership, and ,t!bare,by open the way 
for the Park Ave. Ohurch, of New YOI'k, to maintal:n its position as a part of 
the Convention, whHe repudiatling everything for WhiCh tJhe Oonven:tl.on stands. 
And here le,t us say thaJt we have a growing (lonV'i-ction th8it Baptist preachers 
part1cularly, and iBa.pti&ts 'generally, should somebKJw or anotJher be -taught the 
use of words. At 'Memphis, Ten.n., dn 1,925, we saw Dr. 11. Y .. lMuIUns drug two­
tMrds of his ·g.reat! 8,udieooe 1nto a 'condition of mental ·incom'pet.ency. lot took 
the B·ap'tists of the ISoUth 8, ful'! year to awake ;from ,the'ir stupor, !but when 
they ,dId, they utterl'Y' 'repudiated the so,phlst,l'Iies 'wi,th which Dr. 'MulHns h,ad 
d,ru.gged t!hem t!h.e year 'bello·re. It! seems to us that some peo.ple who attend 
Baptist Conventions aTe as easll'Y' vlct~mize(} ae th·ose who. wirer from the 
proverbial ,Ugihtn~ng-rod &a1emnan. 

We shan have oocasio-n dn tihis report .to analyze some of .the resolutions 
p;s.esed, an,d to show how ,completely people 'aHowed themselves to be deluded. 
T.bde is not a general or unwarranted i1latement, but dp. conversa,.t1on witih a 
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number of men ·after some of tohese votes, it. transpired that they supposed 
themselves to bave voted for the opposite <t'hIn'g. 

THE PRESIDENT SPLENDIDLY P'AIR.· 

!Here we should like to pay tri'bute to 'bhe iP-res'ident of :the 'Convention, Mr. 
Edward: H . .Rlhoa.des, Jr. We have atten·deci a ,good many Conventions, and 
we !have seen .presiddn·g of.:fI.cers sometimes shame even the .politicians by thei;r 
conduct; ibut we have never seen a P.resdde.nt more manifestly fB:lr in Ihds every 
action, nor .one who used better sense. At ·Ol).e point in bhe debate which we 
are a'bout to di,scuss, SielIne m:isguided delegate !proposed "the previous ques.­
tion." Tedhnhlally, ~t was n~ tlh.e (President's dut.y to dlissuade him !from 
presmng his motion; but President Rhoades evidentl'Y beLieved bhat ;parl:J.a.. 
men.t'8lrf }aoW\ 'Was ,intended to lfaci'litate rather thaD! to trustrat.e free discussion, 
andJ when the prev.l:ous question was moved, 'the 'Presiden,t Ba·id somejjJJ,lng to 
t:Ms effect: "I 'hope the ibrother ,wdH Iliolt 'insist. upon p~essdn:g his motion; for 
I think 1:t 1-8 desiTaib'le tllat this mllJtter should be tully and treely discussed .... 
Furthermore, whlle there was an understandiing as to the limItation o.r speeches, 
the President had .the ,good sense wl),en ,he saw a spea:ker was· neardng his con­
clu-sion, ·not Wi mn the argument· !for the swke 'of 'keeping each speaiker to the 
tick of; the ·clock. :Nobody pre.sumed, upon the President's Slightly eIa.stic 
'handUng of ·the debate; 'and ,the end of tIie d:iSlCus&ion was readlled' dn good 
spirdb. That was drue in no sma:ll de~ee ·to the 'clIbsolute .fa:~rness oif tiJl.e pres1d~n.g 
oifficer. 

TWO PROPOSALS BEFORE THE CONVENTION. 

From nhe prog·ramme it appea·red ,that two matters were to come bdore the 
Conven,tion. Notice had !been given 'at Seattle ·rhat the following woul'<1 ,be moved 
as an amendment to the By-laws of the Conven,ti-on: 

Section 2. A .Baptist ohur.ch, as defined for the pUTiposes' of" these by­
laws, is one accepting ·the New Testament as· its. guide' and composed only 
of ha.ptized: beHevers, baptism being by immersion. 

The Wednesday ':bulletin of -t·he Conv-ention ·conta·ined the f-oHowing: 
The Executive Committee of ,tlhe Conoyention publdshes t·he res~lution 

below, for iIi·formation on~y, without any expression of iots- ·opinion on the 
m·atter involved. 

THE CH·ICAGO CONFERENCE RESOLUTION. 
Believing that the Nor,thern Baptist Convention ought .to devote its energies 

more completely to increas·e·d efficiency in its 'efforts' ·for the e,:angeliza.tion of 
.the world in order ,that the day may he hastened when the Kingdoms' of the 
world ·sha.i·1 be'come the Kingdom of our Lord and o.f His Chris·n, we r·ecommend 
that when, the amendment (d'efio·ing a Baptist ChurcJh) proposed- at the Con­
vention at Seatrte, is presented for consideration at th'e Washing-ton Conv·en­
tion, it be laid upon t'he ta.ble .. 

And .that the iJollowing standing resolution be presen,ted for adoption: 

The Northern Ba.ptist Convention ~e·cog~izes its. consti~U'ency as. con­
sjsting solely of those Ba.ptist Churches· In w~lIch ·the ImII}'erslon of Ibehevers 
is 'recogn~zed and praoticed as the <?nly SCriptura:1 Baptls1!1; and· the ~n­
v.en.tion ;hereby declares that pn,ly Immersed mem'bers WlU \ be recogn'lzed 
as del'egates to the Con:vent·ion. . 

A GREAT CROWD. 

Nea.rJ.. evoMY .seat in· the great aruditorium was oCC\lIPie'd' willen this ite·m· of 
business !as :reached. The Executive ICommdttee of. th~' Conventiol). ,had taken 
a very unfair adrvantllJge a'f the Convention, ,b,y ,pulb-h:s·hdn,g the Oh:iIcago 1l"eISOIlru­
t10n in the Bulletin, and announcing the .oorurse of action to ibe pursued. By 
their announcement ()f the .pro·posal to ·truble the proposed amendment, they had 
reaJ:lpa;rtl'llil!lJy de'bSlted a s,ubject ·which W!lJSI not d~'bat8Jble. The· i»"og;ramm.e, 
how~v~r, was carried out as announced, and the 'motion to taibla the a,.mend­
ment W1l.S! cllJ'l1'ied ,by a c'OO1'SI~dera'ble majority. 
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DR. BROUGHER MOVES RESOLUTION. 

'In 'moviDJg ,the Clhiclllg,o roEllsoiutlion, 'Dr. Bro'llgher spo,ke: in par.t as follows: 

DR. BROUGHER~ SPEECH. 

:My !Br·ethren: [ W1a'II!t to :pre·sent on behoaiLf Oif a conference !held i,n 
Ohicrugo, a res'olution, the adoption of the s,tand,ing lI'e,so,I'lltion. And m'a,y 
I ,be ,perm1tte'd to .s·ay in· this· coWloElctio·n, ,that as I travel'led, over the 
country, I discovered tJhat the amendment di'd' not seem, at least, to, meet 
the 'liem'andlS ()If aJ.:l ,parties ·COOtceme,d d,n our denOiJll'ina,tiottaJ. We; a,nd I 
waS' requested to wI a confell'ell!ce, reque,s,te'di entirely bty ,repres'entatives 
of 'WIhat [ wou:ld, term the mid'li.Ioe-Of-1:lhe-'l'Oad Baptists anq ftundamen,taJists. 
I never had a 1"eques't froOm anY' other ISOI\lll'Ce, but fro·m those two 'IIOIB"C88; 
but in caJl1nJg the coDlference i!'e'presentatives of every secti-on of o.ur 
deno'minational Ute weII'e i-IlJvit-ed', a,nd they weII'e repreEre,IlIteid, aJthOllglh 
some thdl'ty out ()If one IIDII:Il!di1'ed did' not CooDle--tJhell'e being about SeveDlty. 
I msn, t1hereifu'l'e, to pres'ent, !If you wd!Ll permit me, the resolution, and 
tJhen to say a few wOlI'dis u'po.n it. 

(HeII'e Dr. Brougher read' the Chicrugo resolution printed a:bove; and 
altei!' ,ft 'had 'been s'econded~ he: continued:) 

I ,said a moment ago th'at thiSl conference was .caHe'do a:t the request of 
ibretilire·n from diff·eII'e.DJt .parts of the countTtY', ·w'i·th tlhe ldoea that there 
might ,be ,po'&s:ibly a .chance to find a way whereby we c,ouJd 'harmonJize 
the various eleme'nts of OIUr denominatio'n and unit·e 1lhem. :in a hllll"monious 
adoptiolll of a ,resolution that 'would make ,poss·tble the united, action o·f 
OI\lr 'peo.ple, the entlhJusla,s'tic action of our denom'inatiOill' ,the co·mdng ;year. 
Thi,s resol'lltion was the resu.It of a very. cail'eful st'Uldy and, a lon.g dbs­
C'llss-Ion, las,tlrug a dity, in W'hi,ch, di-merent mem'bers gave in on some point 
oIf ,contention, and fina.l!ly the cOIlJcession of different membe·rs f,rom, dJiffer­
ent angle's, lI'eS'll1ted in the lI'esol'lltion w.hich is pres'ented· to 1Y'0'll Wo_d'ay. 
We 'beLieve that this &tand'iIllg res'O~utio·n is in ,hoarmony wi'lih tJhe declv­
ation 0If the Northern Baptist Convention, whe·re U lSays, '''We recogndze 
the lndepen'dence of t'he locaL chur.cih". J have here a co·py o,f O!\lil' doe­
cluati()1l: it say,s, "TIh:e iNorthern IBaptis't Convention declares Us' bei,ief 
in the in'~ndence of the lo,c& ch'llll'c'h". 

We 'belleve th8it it coomes -more nearly being harmony with that 
declaration than the original amendment, ·for we all beHeve that 'the 
Convention has no right whatever to legislate for a local Baptist church. 

In the second place, we Ibelieve that this re'solution recognizes and 
continues the histm1c and! reguloar 'Practice of 'Our denom,ination in allow· 
ing the 'loeB.'1 Baptis-t Association ,to d'efine a ·basis for ,an orgwlizatofon 
caH1ng f.tself a .Baptist ohurcll.. . Thois Ihas ibeen our ~e,gular ,plan to a;}low 
the loca:l 'Baptist Association ,to deal·d·e that question; and it wO'llld be an 
unfurtunafle tJh.f.ng, 'it seems to me, to· have' the Northern Baptis-t ConrveJl:o 
tion ,become tJhe meddum Iby wMch we should decide what. a Baptist chu~ch 
~s or is not. 'I'he Norther·n BaJptist Convention Ihas notMng to d'O with the 
defin·iti'on of a 'Baptist church. W'hen we read the by-law,s', we :find! uhat is 
not the functloIlJ of the Nio1"thern' Baptist Oonvention; that it .is not our 
fu·nCt10n .to define a Baptisu ·church. The !Northern Baptist Convention 
has never 'gone behind ·the '!i'ecision of a local 'Baptist Associ'll.tion;· and 
since we 'have never gone 'behdnd it, we do not need the defi:g,f.tion iOf a 
Baptist chu,reb.. We have never 'requested to d1epa.rt !from us churches, 
doing tJhlllt. I ddscovered '1ilia-t !in ,the country SIlD.all churches have prac­
tised open membel"S'hip, t'he receIV<ing ,of members from other denom.ina­
tions by ,their [ette·m. A great many have 'hl8.d. associ'ate members, ibut 
~here are a few communi.ty Bap,Hat 'ohurches which have received 'people 
In fuH memibershi,p o·n letters of !(luher denomi-I!aitions. But they have 
never S'ent them to the Northern .Baptist Convention; they have always 
sent immersed! :believers as delegat.es to ,th.e Convention. 'Heretofore we 
have not debarred t1hose churches f,rom eo·operating wloth us. When t'he 
Free Will B'll,pti!llt chul"ches were admitted' to memberSlM'P :In tMs Con­
venti!(l·n, ·the ,by-laws were changed at that time ,frOlJll 'any ReguIar BwpUst 
C'hurch' t'O read, <any BaI?~fst Church'; the term was changed to th~ 
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,broader meaning, though some of them 1n iIlhe past have practised open 
mem'be·rshlp. !Now ·to debar some of them who Ihave a.1rea.dy been admitted 
to oo-operatlon·, at seems to me would not !be a n~ce step. III would. oot 
dhan'ge .thed·r polity status; 'it would only delba.r 'them from co-ope.rating 
In the Northern Baptdst Convention. 

In tih.e next place, llhe majority of tihe La:w Committee decided agillinet 
tihe amen·dment; and i·f we Slhould pass it over the decision of the majo1'l.ty 
of the Law Committee, we mig.ht ;ai, ,least ,be angled! in lega:l matters that 
woU!ld IMnder r()I\lr work for yea.rs to come. . 

In the nexll .place, the amendment ,did not seem to iharmonilze our 
·people. As a ·result of that conference, these resolutions were adopted 
una.nimously. I do not mean .to say ·to you ,tihat ,!lhase ref;lollUtions satisfied 
every.body at that conferell!ce. Lt w()l\l,ld! ,be an ut1ler imposs1bilUy for us 
to find an amendment or a resolution thla.t would sati9fy. every member 
of iO'Ur denominatio·n. We have ,to millike some,ooncessions for c:o-o.pera­
·tion's sake, at 'Least, ·in our denomination. 

Now ·to sum it up !briefly. The resolution does not interfere with the 
autonomy of the local Baptist church; it ·respectlf the ·function of a local 
BaptiS't Association,; it decides the qualifications of a 'Bapti&t church; it 
declares our conviction that the ~m'mersion of the believer is the only 
Scriptul,'al act of :t>aptism and does not debar from co-o,peration in the 
Nort'hern Baptist 'Convention any church that may adopt any alternative 
form of 'baptism. In ~he next ·place, it disavows the principle of open 
memibership :by debarring any person as a delegate who is not an im­
mersed 'believer,-a member of a regular ·Baptist church. We give no 
sanction to any for·m of ,baptis.m except -immersion illy this resolution by 
permitting these churches to continue their co-operation with U9; we do 
n·ot sanction their open member~hip. 11 do not sanction, ·my c1lUrch does 
not sanction, s·prinkling or pouring when 'I co-operate in Christian En­
deavour work. T·hiSi denomination of Northern Baptists do not sanction 
the' open membershIp o·f some English Baptist churChes when we co­
operate in the World's Baptist Alliance. We do not sanction sprinkling 
or pouring when we co-operate in ,the Church Federation of our great 
ciUes. We do not sanction the prinCiple of a PreSibyterian in Bible 
InstituteSi carried on sometimes ,by Baptist churches. We do not soanction 
one of the 'mo&t orthodox men in ·this country wh'o was Pastor of the 
Moody Church in Chicago. . • . 

My friends, I 'think I can claim to be as orthodox as any man or 
woman in thi9 Convention; and I would like to say the time has come, 
when, without sa,crlficin'g any .principle, we should 'be so united in our 
campaign that we would: not be in,terrupted in the work we ·have to do, 
and In raising the money for the ·greatest service ·we can possi'bly render 
to the kingdom of God. 

The 'foregoing speech must spea:k ·for 'itse·Y. We Shou'ld ldke to deal with 
-Its m1ili.n 'contention, namely, that Ihis res.o,lut'ion was to !be preferred: /before tihe 
amendiment 'because it di.d not interfere' wUh. "'he autonomy of the local chu·rcib.. 
It 1.8 surpr.isin'g 'how jealous some people can ibecome for ,tJhe autonomy of the 
10·ca1.chu.rch sometimes. The ,fact ds, of eourse, ·that when a aocal 'BaptiSit dhuoreh 
decrees that .it will il'eceive into 11s membershIp n·one bull immersed 'believers, 
it does not .in any way interfere wUh' the :In,dependence of lPedo-BaptistSl and 
otihers who stan'd outs.ide tiIle circle ().f ·that dhJUi'ch ,feHowslltp. 'It mere"ly lays 
down the .verms' upon wMdh persons may 'become members of tihat chIu.rdl.. :And 
simMall'ly, when a Bapti-s.t !Convention ·d:ecree·s thl8lt 1t shall consIst excl'1lf11ively 
o.f ·delegates from Baptist churches, and then deflnes a Baptist dhuil'ch as !being 
composed exclusiveLy of i-mme·rsed beHevers, 1t ,does ·not :inter·fere wd1ih. tiIle 
autonomy of any dhurch, 'bull merely announces the terms upon wJ1;1cll an 
individual 'churcih may Ibecome :a member of the iConvention. . 

DR. BROUGHER TALKS NONSENSE. 
·Dr. Bro·ug.her's contention .thllt the proposed: amendment to the !by-laws 

wh·icl1 had 'been taJbledi, wollid: bave intmered with the autonomy of tlhB local 
ch'lB"dh·, wu slheer. unm!i1:lLgated', u·nadiuil-tera.1led, non·se·nH; and, &,f D·r. Brougher 
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has an in·finitesim-al grain ·of ·common sense,---f8.nd· we lbeldeve ·he Ib.·as a good 
deal of dt-he knows that when he made that plea, he talked nonsense. Moreover, 
Dr. Brou.gher was IJlIimser1f one of the 1t!\\''ElDty·eirgiht 'Who signed' the nobiee to 
amend; the ,by-laws at Sea11tle. !Why didn't Dr. 'Broughe,r see· the implication of 
that prOrpoSllll at the t1me? :SUJrely it was sdm·ple enough! Th,e truth is, the 
tabled amendement wou·1d: have inte.rlfered with the pla·n and' purpose of Dr. 
Harry EmeNlOn FosdIck and :Md-. JoIb.·n D. IRockelfel,ler, J!r., and t1he Park Ave. 
Chul'ch. lAnd' it was eJbundantlry eVliden·b that iDr. "Brougher set out. to find: a way, 
with·out a fl:agrant !re!pudiaUon of w!hat tihl'!Ough al:1 :h~s ministry ihe 'had pro­
fessed !by wihich he .coulid avoid :~v:ing I1lndue offen·ee to othose who lbeldeved 
what he had p·rofessed to 'believe, wh:He at the same time flnddng a way to 
con·form to the wishes of !Mr. 'Rockefeller rand Dr. Fosdi·ek. .As we analyze tlh.e 
Brougher resolution, we shan show that BrOlUgh.er and his company have de­
liberately sold out the principles of the Bapti'8t denomination for Mr. Rocke­
fener's money. We fin·d: it utterly impossible to :beloieve I'll tihe sincerity of men 
playing -the !pam tihat Dr. !Bll'IOugher !played. 

DR. BROUGHER ON THE FOREIGN MISSION SITUATION. 
Fu,rthermore, we pu,bldsh elsewhere ,in rtihois report :IJha report of a committee 

appointed: Iby ·t/he iBaptist Btble Undon on ·the Foreiogn Mission situation. '!'hat 
report contaJin·s a letter iflrom D!I:. ,F. 'L. Anderson, Chairman of ·the Foreign 
Mission Board. !Rev. R. T. ·Ketcham, IOf Niles, Ohdo, !l"eported· at one of the 
sessio!ll8 of ,the .Baptl.st Bible Union thart. Ibe had Dr. ,An·derson'1} letter in Ibis 
pocket whUe attenddng a meeting 'held by Dr. 'Brougher, ab ·w!hi-ch Dr. Brou·giher 
inform.ed iMs hearers that ·the ot'fendd·ng missioon'llJ'lies of the Foreign· 'MIssion 
Board ill·ad Ibeen ·re.called. Mr. Ketcllam ·referred t'hen to bhe case of iMr. 
FieI-der, and asked Dr. Brougher iof tibIa lO'ffender had: ·been il"ecal'led; and ~f illy 
tlhat. he meant that he 'had Ibeen .dli.smissed, and· was no ~onger on ·tih.e pay-roll 
of <I1he 'Foreign. Mission Board. To ·tlhis <Dr. Brougiher ·replded" in -the a.f.flrmative. 
Mr. Ke-tchram then read Dr. AlIderson's ·letter, wihd·ch proved -that what Dr. 
Brougher had. said on that occasion was absoZuteZy untrue. (/See article on 
F·oreoi,gn Missions in· Baptist. Bible UniiOn report.) IDr. Goodchild! also, speaking 
before the Bapt-ist 'Bible Union, declared: tlbat .bhe promises -made !by Dr. iB·rou.g'her 
l·n IbelhfiJlf of the 'Foreign ·Mi,ssdon !Board ihad not !been !redeemed·. Wihen Dr. 
B·l'Ougher'.s record' for the last sdx moOn,ths is SJpread ·before the denomination, 
it woHI 'be -difficult to understand how any inteHdgent. Baptist wouLd: ever 100k 
00 Dr. Brougher for ,guid·ance where· questions o'f ·fact were concerned·. 

DR. RILEY'S AMENDMENT. 
FoHowi-ng Dr, Brougher's epeeclh, D!I:. IRiUey P·roposed· an amendment iii the 

foHowlng terms, wib.;i·cIh was' seconded.ibY 'Dr. Joshua Gravett of -Denver, 001.: 
The Northern Baptist Convention recognizes dts constituency as ,con­

sisting solely (If t'hose Bwptist ool\lr.ches in :wih1ch, the immel"Sion of 
believers ds recognized and :pra;ctdsed as a 'Pl'&-requlslte to memibershdp. 

In suppor,bing the amendment, Dr. iRiley sra'l:d: 
Mr. Chairman: I wet to agree a;bsolutely to all that was S'aid by my 

great and: ,good Mend and brotiher. Dr. Brougher, d·n Ibis' closing addrress,-every 
word; even oon,cerni.ng that portion whioclh ·relates to Baptists Who conduct 
schools wherein· :Presbytel'ians are· permitted: to ·beacih. I·am iheartHy in favou·r 
of tthe fellowship of evangelicaI peiOrple,-always ihave ibeen, and expect to ·be 
as ,long as I remain active in Christian WlOrk. Our lntel'OSts are in common, 
and we shouIrd: co-opemte; but I never eXille·cled to live to see the day when I 
shOl\lld ;be asked to co-opemte w~·tIb pedo.,'Ba,pbiets as members of a Baptist 
chvcih. I'f ,there Is any 'cons1stency 1n tlhat ·CO'Urse, then the next needful step 
wd~I !be ·the mel'ger whlcll has recently !been oon·summate'd ·in Cana.d'a. I am 
very happy to swy that our Baptist ,bretihren 'inOanada. did nob go in·to -t'he 
merger. The Brou'gher resolutIon, i'nstead' of putting us ~n a merge!r, asks us 
to become ,tihe merger itself,· an·d to .receive men and women dnto Baptist 
churches who are not ibalptized !by any manner IOf 'baptism, is somel1hing in 
Bwptist iPl'Ocedure tlhat I have neV8Jr !found in anry ibook or iheard from any 
plat.form. I 
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Mr. Chairman, I would not for one momen·t give my time and thought to 
a oontrov~y aver wthat men can mere ceremonies; !but I want to remind you 
this morning bhat this !pal"tf.cullllr ceremony 'in .o1H' deooDlilnati.on, haa in the 
'judgment of my brethren, who are noOt. literaldsts iblJ,t spiritualists, .or something 
plse or the sort, III. sp'~ri.tu1ll1 significaJ)OO that cannot lbe ig.n.ored,·. 'Ibey are 
setting aside practically every fundamental of .o1H' Bwpbist and bis'txmoal faith. 
The great ·fundamente.l of 'the Baptist. denODl·in8Jtli.on, if I !have studied Baptist 
history lilt all, is not loya;l:ty to Jesus Christ, but loyaltly to the 'Bible. :l do noOt 
know anything of Jesus Christ outside of WIh8It <tthe !Bdible :has ot.8IUght me, and 
the COIl8equent experience in my !Own heart IllS the ·resu~·t .of thab belief. If we 
deny <tJhe inspiration '()If the 'BLble, we cannot create III. Christ therewfte.r. 'Ibe 
Cb.rist th8lt we worship is the OhTist of ·the Bi'ble;. and' dfbhe Bible is authorita­
tive, ins strange that Baptists shou·Id ever come to the point wh.ere they should 
dIscuss the question of lbaiptism by immersion. I s1llldied Greek dn a !Presby­
terian College at t!b.e feet o<f a PreSbyterian Greek :profe&8lOl'; yet. So· clear was 
the meaning of 'baptizo, <tJhat he never sought to eoeroe another o.pinJion. There-

. fore, I move this amendment in consequence of my desire to uphold the WoN 
of God as an dnfa.L1i1ble Book. 

I .beUeve in a regenerated church membership. If you strike out of 
exis.tence yo<ur symlbol, you woill .take another step a little later and lose the 
substance thereof. .Baptism is a symbol of death Ito sin, and resu<l'lreotlioD to a 
new life, 'if Paul was an inspired writer. You cannot afford to despise *hat.; it 
is lOne of the fundamentals of the Baptist fwith, and .of otlhe Christian. !faith as 
well. 

Again, Mr. Chairman, I am opposed to it lbecause another of our great vital 
trubhs ;i8 involved. Baptism not on.loy symbGlizes death to sin, but it :l.s a symbol 
of .the resurrection of Christ and of 'believing 'bodJies at iRis eoming. :In other 
werd,s, my 'brethren, I say '00 you this m'Orning, what we are .pleading for, what 
we desi.re a'bove aU things else, lis III. BlIIP1:ist denomination, ·U! we are to oontinue 
as a. denomination at all. Wdth 1lhe ldea. that :this Convention h'as no rl·g!ht. to 
leg:i.slate tor t!he .ind·iv.f.ciual cllurcb, I agree absoll\l·tely. My amendment does 
110t do that. 'My amendment sim·pl.y declares thait tbis Conventi()<ll 'has a Tig:ht 
to determine its «)lWn consti1lllency; and: 'On that ibe.sis I move th<is amendment 
be ad'Opted, if we are ·to remai·n Baptists. I am no·t ·plea.d:ing ·thIs to .conserve 
my denomdnation .only; I ·plead it in behalf of the Bible W'h~eh I do 1be11eve to 
be the Word of God. 

DR. J.' C. MASSEE, OF BOSTON. 
No mOTe pathetic, not to say ·t.orag'ic, figure appeared. IO:Jl the iN·ortohern Oon­

ve!l!tion :plwtform <tJhan Dr. J. C. iMa.ssee, of Boston. 01N" fiTst acqua!·JlItance witlh 
Dr. Massee was Wlhen, at ·his 1'nvitaU'On, we spC)ke ,from the !platform of tibe 
Fundamentals Committee 'of '1lhe Northern Convention at ·Des lMloijnes. At that 
time we t'hought of ·him as·a valdant defender or the faith, who would !put ·loyalty 
to Christ and His W.ord ibefore every other oonsi·den!ition .in 'Hfe. We ·recog­
nized his OlbHity, and rejoiced in !hdm as one :wIllo !had come to the kingd'Om 
for SUM a ;t;i·me as 1:bis. But alas, alas, "'How a1'e ·the mlghty ,faUen in 'tihe midst 
of ·the .battle·! !How are the mig-My fallen, and t'he wellipons of war .perished!" 
If we may dare to ma'ke a.pplication of a ·great scripture to uhi!!' .case, we must 
say: 

"The belliuty of IM'ael is slain I\lpon t'hy high !places: h'Ow are the 
m'ig.hty faI:len! '!'en it ·not lin Gatb, publish it not in the ·streets of 
AskeLon; les·t the dau.g'b.ters ·of bhe ·PhdJ.ist-ines ·rejoli:ce, lest the daughters 
of the uilcircumcised: tl'iumph. Ye Baptist Oonvent~ons of <tJhe Nor.th, let 
there !be no dew, neither. .let there ibe rain,· upon you, nOT fields .01 offer­
ings: f.or there the shield of the mf.ghty lis vHely CIIISt away, bhe sh~eld! of 
!Massee, as though ihe :}lad no.t been ano'in,t.ed: witth oil". 

DR. MAS SEE JOINS HANDS WITH MODERNISTS. 
To see Dr. J. C. (Massee jl()oin~ng :}lands with ·the moderndstB and receiving 

thei·J' oon,gratulations for his 'betrayal of the interests of tile 'Bap1list denomina­
tion WIllS a tragedy which, we 'hope, is absolutely 'W'i<tthO'lJ:t .para:llel 1n American 
Baptist Ihdsoory. We have !heard Dr. Miassee when :be spoke as III. m~gb.ty 
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defender of the faith, we ·have· heard him speak with eloquence and power; bull 
h,is speech on this occasion 'Was' like t!b.e efliorts of Samson when he had been 
'shorn of :hls looke: i,t had nothing of merit· In it; "it was devoid of argument, 
but simply served to throw the welghot of his ,per80nalofty against the amend­
·menll which was designed to conserve iJ3aptist prJncLples in ·toMs ooun,tJry. 

STRATON'S MAGNIFICENT STROKE. 
Following ·Dr. Massee, Dr. JiOhn IRoaoh Stmton, of New York, was recog­

nized .by the President. We have :heard Dr. straton on many occasions. We 
have heard. 'hlm crl,ticized 'by not. a few; but we ,have 8Ilways admired !Ms 
courageO"11S stand' for the truth. On this occasion Dr. 'Straton not only shot 
·the ,buoll's eye, but lIle'blew IIhe whole target to pieces. We 'Print ·his speeoh 
.below. His reference to the over-oiled maohine captured It!he audience as 
perhaps not!h1ng else during the 'morn,lng; and it a vote couId have been ta;ken 
at tihat moment,' we 'feel sure the delegates would have ,been more evenly 
divdded. Dr. Straton spoke as follows: ' 
Brother l'r$ident anijl Members 'of COnvention: . 

,I Wif8lh to read fi,rs.t of aIll 'the amendment to the resolution, for I slhaIl speak 
faV'Omlbl~ to, that amendment. The aDl'6ndment is: 

'''PII'OiPO.sed Amendment to tih,ISI iReI801u:tion: 
''TIhe NO!I'tIb.ern BaptiSlt Convention 'l"eoogn"izes its collJStituency a.s 

. oonlSistinJg SIOlely of thOlSe Bajpt1st CihuI'!Che.s in wh!eh the immel'!8ion of 
believers' is ~ecognized and, practiced as a pre~requis-ite to membership." 

Referenee was moadle 'by Brother IPieT,ce to the '~baJby" th·at was born at 
ChieaJgo; and Dr. Massee eXipressed ;hjs. il'eg.ret; 1lhl8Jt Ih:e had to dUrer wJth ih'w 
"t'W!.in ,brother"; Dr. RoNey. The ddfferen,ces 'Of opinion that conf:ront 'IlJSo tfhds 
mol"ILinJg and :these, references to ··babies" have :become so painful that it re­
minds- m'e of the far·mer 'Wiho n'Bi asked 'oow"lme wa·!t going, 00 vote. He s·aid 
"W'·a:ll rm a ·re~Hcan, ·my wdlfe\!t a demoorat, the cow ,is a dll"Y, the lbaJby is a 

. wet-.a.nd I dion't knoW' 'w.hat to do!" 
I wish to say, as one who waS' at the "Chicago Conference," t'hat I am com· 

pelled to vote foOl' the IIImend·men't to tlMs resolution., :!Jecllluse I voted, for the 
Chicago resolution conditionally, and with a specIfic Um,itation, and it has be· 
come ,perfectly ev.ideut that :tJhe' unde'I'IBtand'ing,-.a.t lea8't as iI 'IHld,er.stoo'd' that 
meeting-is not being Hved up to. Ttherefore, I am tree to cast my vote a,ga'inst 
the UhicaJgo resolution' and, fo'l" tlhi·s amendment to it, as proposed by my Bro­
th'er, Dr. Riley. 

The g.realf: queSttion at last at .iSlSUe !here, so fllll" illS! th·is conven·tio.n is con­
cerned, i1r-Wiho constitute the lNoOrt·her·n ,Ba,potdst' Convention? We are not 
seeking to leg·~slaof:e ,here ;for a,ny lo.caJ1 dhiu'l'oh.. II! a delibe'l'ative body, sruch as 
this, 'has· nnt th·e right to define its OW1ll con.Sltituent mtem{bers, tihen Bapti&ts 
have 'l'ea:ched'.an ilInlbea.raJble cond-lti'on~ ·and· are 'headed toward' au,tocraay. and 
tyr,an,uy! 

The woro,in'g '()f tJhe amen'd'ment i·s exaclily tJhe same a:s the wordillig of fue 
Clhicago ll'IeSIO~utdon, 600 'iM as tihe 'Word "constituen.cy" is' coDlCern'ed, and the 
amendment t() H: wh~ch' we flavor simply iPil'otects us and makes clear what it 18 
all des,igned to be and to do. 

I w:islh to '!lilly this \"lor:d: IllS' a NO'1"bhe'l"n, Ba,pti-st and as !PaJStor of one of ou,r 
g>reat ch'lIll".ches. We IIlII18t recognize th'at there a.r.e 'la'l'ger isS'lJes inv()lved, here 
tit-an tllle matter oj! Baptism '8i1one. We m'l1&t rec·ognize tlm.t the matter goes 
far. deeper than the questio·n of so-called "as80'ciate .membe'l'Slhip". ThiJS is 
tri\Ie ,because nn'e of our great :churohes., unider the leaderSlhi-p of a 'briHiap,t ytO'lJD.g 
preacher, who laid down certOOn temns- tor a -chilI·rom 'before 'he WQulo~ accept the 
clIILI .as t'hei·r Pastor, has' d·eclared that ",he :tiDlle 'haJS ooan.-e owihen Baptist chour,ohes 
s'hO'lJld receive .members not only f.rom non.!Blllptist ch:u;rehes, ,but th'Rt we slhouId 
receive melDlibell's \v!h.o have n'Ot Ibeen ,bawti8·~' bfY an.y sort of B/lIptism. It is a 
far larger question., the'l'e'rn,re., tb-au the form of 'blllptism,. _ 

Now ,the crux of the w·hole matJter lis ih&l"& in the fact that there are larger 
1'8S'l1'6S tJhan Baptism involved, in titre pres'ent ISiwa1linu. 'We 'have 'l'lelachoed a 
point of cr.isis in our ,beloved 'brotheroOOdt. We iha'V'e reaohoo' a ,point ()f lWfPl'eme 
c.risi'S, a'nd ·the ilssue' is no,,,, Ibelfol"e Us-aB" to wJJether we shaH lnnger follow our 
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great historic Ba'ptist principles. The sole justification of our separate existence 
and ·the Very' foood/a.tioon of our IgIreat bro1lb.erhood ds' tlhe IWtlharity of the Bl;ble 
IllS truay ·tb-eword of God. Tale great Q'11.BlStion DOW is '\WLethil!lr we shaliL hold to 
tIh'8lt. or abanldlOD: U. That is the ques·tion., and I for one take my Bitalld~ there­
fore, in thds debate, not upon tih!9 opinion or men or the t4-aditlon·s of SIOme 80-
. caiLIied BlI/Ptist8', .but UJpon tJhe eternal· Word of God, 80nd II wOUJld oa[-l you book, 
my 'bretJhrBlll, to the New Teistam'BlDlt, 8JS. we·1lhin'k, 1IIlJOlli tlhis question to-da'Y'. 

Wlhat does tJhe Word' of God say? As gIven to U1l in. thiso Hol;y Scri·pt;u.re it 
is WIl'ltten: 

"And Jesu·s· ca.me an'dl Sjp8:ke unto them, saying. 'A:U .power m given 
unto me in ·hellIven and in earth. 

'00 Yle therefore, and: teach' all nations', ·ba})ti1ling tIhem in: tJhe n8lme 
of the Father; and. of the 'Son, and of ·the Holy Ghost.' 

TeaehiIlg\ them to oIbserve aLL thin,ge. Wlhatsoe·ver I have coonmanded 
you; and 10, I 80m with you always,· even unto the end of the world.''' 
(Matt 28:18-~O.) 

0Wr 'Muter not onIy set '\lBi' the exam.p1ie wihen 'he h-lms.ellt: wa1l Ib8lptlBi&d in 
the river Jordan btv' John th~ iBapti'9t, ibutJ here in: ·this g.reat com,m:l,ssdon He 
commands '1J:Bi to make disciples of 8.Ill natiOill's, ·to 'ba,ptlse tihem', an:dl to tea.ch 
them to observe that He had commanded. Now He ·had just commanded the 
·baptism. lHow dare any of us, thereofore, claim 8'lLprem:e Iloyaltyo to Jes.us Christ 
and loya[tyo ·to Hils holy Worn·, and 1iaU to obey HIm a~ our 'ChIUJroeheso :in a 
matter iso iPlain an,d so ,s,pecj,ft·c as that of baptJIsm? We 'have aJbov-e OUT heads 
here OV8l' the filIta'ge in tMB! haolil a large s1'gn wiotJh tJhe .motto 0If thLs convention 
on it a:s follows': . 
. "Victory T'hrou'gh Our Lordi Jesus Ohrist". 

In the light of the amazin,g. utterances thllilt have COIIllle aloread!Y'in thts debate 
frOllJ1, SIOJllIe Of ou~ Modern,is't Jeaders, 'We need: to a;dd one more ,word to tlhat 
motto. It llIhoruO.d ~ea'll,: 

"Vi<:tory· Through· Obedience to Our Uol'id Jes'US OhrloSt." 
Can we not hear HIm· stHI a1lking \lIS: "Wihy ·call ye -me, Loridl, LOO"d, an'll, do not 
the thinJgs that I say?" 

Y&Sl it iSI true that there are larger iSlSiues invd),ved in tJhis lSituation. We 
have to say with tlh'e PS:aJlmIst: 

"U is! tim'B for thee, Looo.. ·to work: :fOT they! Jm.rve mad'e vOiid thy law" 
(Pisalm 119 :'126). 

Tlb.e brl:1:11ant ibut erratic .YOI\lJllg. 'PII1Bachar ibeflore 'rete Ned to, and, the wead!t:htY 
YOUllJg layman 'Wtho s·e6lIIllS to hlave i-IlS\lliIred' a'llld infiuenced hIs' viewllf, have de­
pwrted i1rom God'Si ·revea:le'dl woo-d. '1That )'IOIIln'gI ,preacher ·h·llIs DoOt onay a'baJD.·­
doned: baptism, ibl\lt rue ha.s den.ied, the integrity and, a.u1Jh.ortty of the Bible as 
God's word, he hIllS repouddated the Vi.rgin Bir.th of our Lord', His true deity. 
His miraeua01lJS life, His viJe'wri'IJIU:So S'Ulb1ltltution:aJ'1Y atonement, Hi-s bodil:y' !I'eSllH'­
rection' and, His 'plainly :promis'ed ooaning wgain! 

All 'of -these ·bhinlgS'-tihe very hea;rt of our .holy reUg;lon-wUl go down, at 
last in tlh.e d.ust of defeat, if thIs 'SolLbtle and sl:nllster lea'd·el'lBh.i,p is fol:lowed muoh 
fU'l'ther. ThiBi -matter of 'ba.ptism., therefore, js, but tJhe entering wedge! 

'l'he Baptist denomoj,nation will :be infinitely 'better off lin the iloilg 1"Un· to 
de;pend UIPOn the gi,fts of the great mlllss' of a.n oIbedient, 'believing, loyal-lhewrted 
PBOlple-even tho:wgh the ind,ivid!Ua.l gifts be small-bblllJll to 'lose the entihl\ls1a.stic 
devotion of the !I'an,k and' file or 0Ull' people for the I!1IIIk-e of ooourin;g the lwrge 
g.ifts of a few S'6:lif-a~po,inted' worldly-min,ded ml11ion'adres! . 

MonB'Y' can: ;be a ,good thi'llg in the King,dOIm of God, oot too much oil it llrom 
a 1Iingle sOUIl'!ce may work wll'·eck and mn beclWSe at its insiddous, 9tlupef;ying 
in.il.uenlCes on the mind·s and ·hea:rts 0If our 1e8ld'Brs. 'R is j(.~ke too· much oil in an 
automoibile. It is, roinolrs'-lt foule tihe s'park plu:glS" intBl'lferes with· the 19n-itiOill. 
ca'UlS'8S caa'bOD. in the cylinders, ami gums up the va;l·ves so that they cll/U,not work 
prOlPBol'];Y,-thJu,s intElll'lferinig voitailly with the prOlPer operation ()If the- mlllCh·ine, 

. and un,les.s the ex~eSiS is Temo.ved iIll Ume, it W!i:H <fiIl1llJLLy .SItop the C81r and thl\ls 
destroy im usef.ulneBiS. 'l'hat, m~' ,friend', is 'W\ha.t is lhappen1·n:g· to us todatY'! 
1\here de. too IIlIU:OO "Standard .on" in the Baptist maJcibJi·ne! 

I Ibelieve t'ut the time !has .~ when we ough-t to talke some Of it out, and 
I thinik ,that this amendment may 'helop. Th-erefore, I am for it! 
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A CHICAGO FIRE-FLY. 

A gentiemlWll lirom IOhicago by tihIe n'ame of. VIa-.g.in spoke in SIU'pport of t:he 
Brougher :re·so·lution. TIhe most accurate description we oouId! give or iIl·is 
SlP6ech is tot say tihat it 'Was weaker tJhan Dr. Ml8.IlISee's. The fact d8', thelre was 
nothiDlg. dn it. - Without laJbor.iIIJg tJhe ,matter ~ther, 'We w!HiL paiU·se !heM to rel'alte 
tlhe fact that flIttem.·ptl.ng. to describe '8; certain letter tlb.at appeared in 'bhe prelSlS a 
little wh<i1e aJgO, 'we descriJbed it as a "vacuous" epistle; am then des1rlng not 
to be unj'll&t to the writelr'of the letter, we consulted' tJhe d·ictiona:ry with a. view 
to getting an· eJC8lCt lIJ.elkldtion of the word "vacuous". Tohi-s is 'Wihat we found: 

"I. Having. no oonten,ts; elSpecia1lG', conta.ining no DlIWtter; Ibeing a vacu'1MIl; 
emoptcY; '\lJD.1Uled·; void'. a. La.cking intelUgence; bei.ng wdthout expression; 
blank. 3. Id~e; unoooupied." 

DR. BEAVEN, OF ROCHESTER. 

T·he onltY' ou:t-anJd'-OIUt lI'ecogn.'ized, moderniJst \V1ho Slpoke in ;beha:1lf of tJhe 
Clhd,cago resolution· ·wws Dr. A. W. Beaven, of Roohester. Dr._ Beaven's speOOh 
was the speech of a man who d,id not conce·ive the New Testament ch'lll1'lCh to :be 
bound bY' any o/bjeICUve authority. It WlaS a sipeech whIch. any modern:iJst might 
make w·hose mal'n oon·sddell'ation waS! ih()lW' to serve mammon :rat.b.er than Goet 
Dr. Beaven ·has a good 'Vod.ce and! is aMe to mwke !himself understood. iHlIS 
argument was the fa·mi,J,iar moder.nist argumen1!, "Let us' get on wd·th the WOl"k." 

_ Of cou.rae it does not matter what we dJo as long as we dia, some'tih.ing. Wha.t we 
ail'e to preach. and tea;ch is of no iIDiporoo.nJce-"Let us get on with! the wOl"k"­
a.lbeit th.e "'Work" to the modernisb con:sdsts dn deSitroying everything which is 
essent1al~ Ohl"iSitian. 

DR. FRANK M. GOODCHILD THE GREAT. 
Another grea.t fundamen-t8ll.ist stalwart wb.o supported:- Dr. Riley's amend­

meilit was Dr. Frank M. Goodchild, the Cha:irman 'Of the Fundamentals c»m­
mittee, and a contribu.ting Editor of ·the Watchman-Examiner. And here let 
us announce that on the Tuesday night preceding thIs discussion, the :FUnda­
men·tals Committee met in one room and the 'Baptist ·Bj·ble Unrion in another 
room in ,bhe Ralei~ Hotel. Dr. Massee 'Pleaded for the 'Brougher resoluti'On, 
but went down t'O overwhelm.ing defeat -in the 'Committee of wh!ich 'he bad ibeen 
the Chairman, to the everlasting credIt of fundamentaIists Ibe it SIl;id', haV'ing 
we are ·toId on'ly five to SUpp'Ort hIm. The ,Bap'tist Bilble Union and vhe 
Fuuda.mentals Committee, with these !live exceptions, were an absolute unit In 
their judgment and d·eterminatiml u·pon the course o,f action to 'be pursued. 
It was Dr. Massee's temporizing and compromising attitude w·hich compelled 
the organization of tlbe 'Baptist B.ible Unri'On; and his action 'On this occasion 
"ill &hO'W all fundamentarists what may ibe expected 'Of him in the ;time of 
crisis. Dr. Go·od.ch·i,ld, ·thoogh short iOf sta-ture, itowered head and shoulder.s in 
moral ooumge and spiritlllal perception aJbove Ibds erst'While colleague, Massee. 
His speech. in support 'O·f Dr. Riley's amendment was as ,foIol'Ows: 

DR. GOODCHILD'S SPEECH. 
!Mr. Chairm'an and Frlend~: T.hiS:iS the first Nme I :have ever taken Pail't 

an any disocussion on the platform. 'Of the Nol"thern 'Baptist iOonventio!ll. I 'have 
'been dn attendance at May tA.nniversaries, and' the .Meetoings 'Of 1:Jhe Nor.t1hern 
Baptist Qlnve~tion for mo·re Ithan twenty-five years. -If all of you had been 
equ-MIy seI'f-restl'lliined, we would never had ·g'One 'beyond ;the time of t'he 
:programme. 

Perhaps I do. not need to sp€aik to-day. You know where I stand very 
well. I was nut. in .atflendance at the Chicago Con·feren·ce. Had I ibeen there 
I should· not have signed the resolution. I shouId have stood where I always 
stand', on the !New Testament; and. :bhose :resolutions 110 not take their stand 
there. Had I been there, I W'OlIl·ld not ihave Ibeen :the only member /OIf vhat 
Conference i-n o'P'P'OsI,td'On to the resolution. I shou.Jd ·not have :ha.d to say, "At 
my fiorst answer, no man stood 'With me". Dozens would: ihave opposed it. I 
am full' the amend'ment; I am opposed to the standdng resolut1ons. 

In the first :piace, ,because those resolutloo·s are not straightforward-. I 
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like utter tran,kness. Oh, I ihave tried· ,them out on people more or.thodox than 
I; I bave read' the resolutiions to them, and the invariable first answer has 
been, "Wihat more could be asked·? The s-tandi'llg .resolutions are II. double 
barrier." In a single moment I could Sb.ow 'bhem the one who so wpproved the 
staniMng 'resolutions ;proposed, that they open our gates wider tJban any 
resolution that any :Baptist assem'bly dn lAmerdca ever adoptJed !before. A church, 
c.a.n be in fuB fel,lowship with this Convention under those ,resolutions 'l!hBlt 'has 
twenty-five ,baptized members and five hundred who ihave !professed ,theI-r fa.1th 
but 'Who at tihe samebime said t'hey ibad eonscien·ti0U8 scruples agalinst lbeil.ng 
baiptized·. mat sol'lt of a Ba,p.tist churah is that! Wlhat Si01'It of resolutions are· 
{'hey for any Baptist assembly to !p8Jl6, that allows t'hall! 1. wOlU'ld a goreat deal 
rather adopt a resolution thBlt said straight out whlllt ·they mean than o,ne that 
allows a oontJrolldng membership ,in t'hese cllu·r.ch.es 't'hat ·re;pu~ated the SaVliour's 
command. 

That ,is my 11mb objection to these ~eoolutions, that th.ey do not say on t'he Of 

very surface of them exactly W1h.at they mean. We ihave stood ·for the New 
Testament oonsti.tution af a ~h.ur,ch. In adopting the original ;resolutLo-n we do 
not effect a com~mdse to meet. the presenb sUuation; we ma:ke a ~mplete 
sur.rend~ of the tihin'gs ,for which we ihave stood!. These ,resolutlions of Dr. 
Brougoh.er are very ad'roitly worded. iDr. Brougiher ,knows 'how to s.ta.te things 
as takingly as any man in the ,country. But as I have suggested, tJhey are nob 
altogether straightforward. They look Iboth ways at once. They remind me 
of a wcman of whom I ,have heard who suffered some financial he.rd:s'b.!ip. S'he 
was obliged to pracblse rigiod! ooOOlomy. Sh.e beg1aon her economies 'by maldng 
her son's clothes at ih~me. The 'fIrst article she made 'Was what the EngUsh 
CBlU trouse'r8, 'but wlhaot we, with our Ameriean 1nstinct .for softer s,peeCh, (laIll 
by the gentlE!' name of IP'Ilnts. ,She did: not make them. of the mosu a·pproved 
patt~, and when .they were 'finished· the 1lront and! the !back were so mueh 
alike ·that when her son was a little d1stance off, 8'he could noOt tell whether 
he was coming wward' her ,or going Ifu-om Iher.· IShe coWd: noll tell except by 
lookllng at the clock wlhether he was going 1'.0 school or coming f·rom school. 

Some ,relative of tJbat woman must have given Dr. ·Broug:her the int'imat'ion 
as to how he &lrould! write t!hI8' ;resolution. They seem to 'be going toward God 
and conformity to His deman'dlS, and au the same time going .toward m1l;n and 
conformity to ihis trad1tions. They \have referred to itlh.e· iEngl'ish lB1lJPtists, and 
have found them a paral!lel to wiJlat Ibhese ;resolutions seek. \Mr. Hug4es has 
pl"ell.clled .in my ipIllpit, and I WIOIUld welcome !him tihere an~ time. I !have 
preached in numerous English. Baptist pu:lpi1ls; but that does not oIbl1,gate me 
when tihe New Testament instructioOns are clear, 01:.0 shape !ljhe characte,r of my 
rou·rCh aecord1n.g .to tiheir notions. It means nothing to ·me that there have 
been groups of Anwbaptisbs in, tihe middde ages who did not require immersion 
as baptism. I do ,DiOt gudde mYse1f in l(:Jh·is matter 'by ·the EngMsh Baptis.ts or by 
the Anwbaptists of old. I,go farther lba.ck than t.'hat.~I g,o stra1~t ·to tihe New 
Testlament !from Jesus IChTlist, and take my orders; an'o ms orders are clear. 
If you wil1l: leave a. man alone 'W.i,tJb the New Tesbament., undnteTfered witJh in 
any way, without a commentary, Ihe 'Will ,come 'OUt a Ba.ptiBt. I't you sen·d a 
group of Oh'1'lls'tian 'beHevers :to ;read tlhe New Testa·ment 'Wi1th a desIre to find 
out Wihall lcind of a church they shou'ld form, tolLey win come out. and fomn a 
Ba,ptist dl!.urch. That has been proved &g'Blin and again ,in ChrilYtian ih'istory. 
They 601Ug'ht for themselves <the d'irections in tbe New Testament, and were 
slU"Prised' wlhen they organdzed a chur,ch to find ;t;hat such a cilur,ah was aJ.ready 
in existence. That was the case lintlhe history of the DutCh Baptists and iQlthers. 

Now [ am. opposed' .to the resolution also because .it ;reality changes the 
constituency of our Convention. I ~now that seems to 'be very carefully pre­
served. We a.re told that none lbut :immersed deleglattes forom these mbted 
churches w.rll Ibe received. Tohia ma.kes 'tllLis Diat a Oonven,tion of BaJptisl: 
churclles, oot a Convention ,or 'Baptist delegates !from. various sorts of ·Churches. 
WhGIil do these delegates represent? Themsrelves? Qh, no; they represent 
their churches. And the church they ;represent oug'hot to measure up to the 
quality of 1lheir ;representatives. 

Men have BUffered for these ;principles; men Blre sufferdng still ,for tJbem. 
I ba.ptized not aong ago a Jew.iSh girl, daugiJl.ter iOIf a Ralb'bi. Her family held 
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a funeral mer her because of her baptism. I ibaptized a ,boy not long ago, a 
Roman Catholic. When (he went h.ome 'he found his clot'h~ packed up and set 
outside the door, and he·has never been ,back to that home since. Men and 
women suffer for these princi'ples that our fathers suffered for, as'Roger Wil­
liams suffered for them, bein·g driven out dn,to the wintry wiolderness .the IJl1!li.ans 
being k,i·nder to him than his Oon,gregationa:l'ist ibreth,ren. Judson suffered for 
these prln·oiples, eutting 'hJmselt off 1lrom the chur,ch ,that he 'roved, .because of 
his convictions about 'bapbism-cutting himself off f·rom tJhe support in a land 
of barbarous people, nine thousand ml,les awa.y. I s(h()IU,ld ra·ther stand in the 
line of sU'ch heroes as these, than to tl'Iim down the principles othat the ·Lord 
Jesus Christ has g1ven :us. 

OTHER SPEAKERS. 
Mr. 'Corwin S: S'hanks', .of 'Seattle, an eX-President o·f ;t,h,e Convention, spoke 

in supporll of tale Broug!her resolution; and 'Mr . .Max Schimpf, of New Yor.k, 
spoke' in support. of tOr. Riley's amendment. . 

One very 'interest1ng and! mov'i·ng feaJture of the debate was the 81ppearance 
on the platform of :Mrs. Day, of Los Angeles, Ca;Hf. 'She was given five mdnutes 
and !pleaded witll paseion and, ~olWer that .the delegates stand' ·by -the Word of 
God. M,rs. Day's support of Dr. Riley's amendment was 00 us most suggestive. 
In the Great War, wMle the men went .to ·the fron.t.iHne trenohes, the women 
turned to every ,kind of service usually !performed: 'by men at 'bDme. They 
worked in mu·m,tion fa;ctories, and even on railways, and cars, and 'buses, ud 
elevators, as weH as in nursing and those special-Ibranches iOf service d·n whi~h 
women usually exercis'e a tender ministry. And in t'his war agalnst modernism, 
we 'shall (have to enlist the women; we Slha;H Jlave ,to form women's organiza­
tions; we shall 'have to get our women dnstrucOOd: in these matters; and we 
are sure tliey wUl beeome a mIghty aUD'Liary to the rest of the lII;l"DI.y. 

When t'h.e vote was taken, <the amendment was defeated by a,02O to 1,084. 

A FEW REFLECTIONS. 
It ·is iOur opinion that ,the fundamentalists of ·the Northern Ba.ptist Con­

"ention mooe an as1;onisohingly good showdng. Wlhen it is .remEmlJbered that 
e~ educational .f.u&lli.tut:ion in the denom~nabion, aU the miSSionary organiza­
tions as weLl as -the m'iIIions of Rockefeller, were on the side of t!be Ch-icag.o 
reso1uUoill, i-t is a mighty trilbute to our Baptist !people that there, were found 
1,084 wh.o were nob afmid to stan'd up ,for ,the i1'ight. 

. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE VOTE. 

What was the question at issue? Properly unders·tood, it was not an issue 
between the Riley amendment and the Chicago resolution. At SeattIe notice 
to amend the ,by-laws was deli:bera:tely given and signed by twenty-eight" men. 
That amendment would have mad·e the Convention a ,Convention of representa­
tives of .regular Baptist churChes; by which is meant, churches composed ex­
clUSively of immerS'ed believers. W·hy did not Dr. Brougher ·propose that that 
amendment should ,be voted down? Because he dared not do it. Few of the 2,020 
who voted for the Brougher resolution would have :been willing to go on record 
as delilberately setting aside the divine ordinance of 'baptism; and ,proclaiming 
to ,the iWorld that they regaTded 'it as of. Iitt-Ie importance. iBut because IIMs JOlllb 
did not wa.nt the Asahel of that amendment to Ibe found lying in a pool of its 
own 'blood, it was quietly conducted to the lethal chamber that it might thus 
quietly be put out of ,the way. The Brougher resolution, however, was designed 
to effect exactly the same purpose as the negativing of the amendment: it was 
designed to leave the door wide o·pen to -the Fosdick church and its member­
ship. How anybody could read ·its teI'IIDs and fail to see it, we are at a loss 
to understand. 

THE CHICAGO RESOLUTION. 
Let us examine it. "The Northern Baptist lConvention recognizes its con· 

stituency as consisting S'Olely of those Baptist churches in which the immel'­
Irion of 'believers is recognized as the only' scriptural Baptism." . Let us gee 
1I0w this would apply to.the·Park Ave. Church. At present it is called a Bap-
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Ust· church, Ibut Dr. ·Fosdick prolloses that ·meIIllbers shall ·be admitted· either 
by immersion, 'by sprinklin'g, or ,pourin'g, or without any form called ,baptiSlJll 
at all. Supposing we interrogate Dr. F'osdick, and ask him if his cliurch, under 
these conditions, is a Balltist church, in which the immersion of ,bE!lieverll' is 
recognized and practised as the only Scriptural baptism? Even Dr. Fosdick 
would acknowledge that there is no baptism that ill' ,scriptural 'but immersion; 
and -therefore, the only .bapti9Dl recognized and practised in the Park Ave. 
Church, when he assumes the pastorate, as Scriptural baptism, will 'be "the 
immersion of believers". 'Of couree, there will ~e other forms called baptism;· 
ElprinkUng may be 'practised, and persons receiv·ed without any !baptism at all 
of any sort; bu·t the only form of 'baptism whiCh the Park Ave. Church will 
recognize. and practise as' Ibeing "Scri.·ptura!. bawtism'· wUl ,be "tohe immersion of 
believers". Therefore, this does not·exclude the !F'ark Ave. Church. 

The second clause o~ ,the resolution says, "An'd -the -Convention hereby de-' 
clares that only immersed me·mbers will be recognized as delegates -to the 
Convention". What is the meaning' of the 'Phrase, "only immersed members 
will be recognized"? Surely if language meane anythIng at all, it means that 
there nlay be other memibers of t'he church which are not immersed. There­
fore, care will be taken when electing delegates to the Convention to select 
only such as 'have Ibeen immersed: . The resolution, therefore, is an enddrse­
ment of open ,membership; and the only thing the Park Av·e. 'Church need -to do 
to maintain itEl qualification as a member of the Northern . Baptist Convention, 
is to refrain from calling such other forms as may ,be named' baptism, "'!Scrip­
tura:l" .. Thus the resoolution .passed by the INorthern Convention receives the 
Park Ave. Church with Dr. F'osdick as its Pastor, and its announced "inclusive" 
policy as its programme, with open arms. 

SOME OF THE BENEFITS OF THE DISCUSSION. 

True Character of Certain Men Revealed. 

One of our ,Southern editors S'ODletimes uses a word which we do not ·like. 
Used in the senee in which he employs it, we admit it is a convenient ·word. 
But to us it is li-ke dressing a gentleman in overaUs.· ThiEl word puts'a good 
idea in overalls. But foOr once,' and for the sake of convenience, we will UI'Ie it.' 
The word is "posiUonize". Well, tliis dill'Cussion 'has served to "positionize" 
certain men. From ·thiS! ·forward, the Baptists of America will ~now where to 
put J. Whitcomb Brougher,-or, at least, they will know where not to put him. 
Until he repents, he should never .be given any commissioOn in the army of the 
defenders of the faith. We all sin, we aU make grievous .blunders;· but if, and 
when, we repent, we may 'be forgiven. Dr. Brougher should never be given 
t.he least commiS'Sion in the fundamentalists' army henceforth, until.he repents. 
The Editor of this paper has far more res'pect for Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick 
than for Dr. Brougher. Dr. Fosdick puts on the uniform of the enemy, and 
every.body know.s that he is fighting on the enemy's Elide. Dr. B~ougher has 
worn the uniform of orthodoxy; and while wearing it, hall' ·betrayed the Baptist 
cause absolutely to the enemy. 

The same may be said of Dr. J. C. Massee. Dr. Ma8see has Ibeen in demand 
all over America in -ti-me 'past as a defender of the faith: 'he will be known 
hencefoOrth as an apostle of compromise. We have not'hing to do with the 
In<ltives or either of these ~reth'l'en; but we are sure that if there were no more 
.~taZwart Baptists than they have proved to be, the Baptist d.enominatwn wouZd . 

. soon perish from tM eat-tho 
Dr. Virgin, of Chicago, ~elongs to the same order. His speech was the 

fir.st we have ever heard from 'him, and it is -the first time we have ever !reen 
him. But it i8 certain that Baptist orthodoxy has nothing to hope for from him. 

Another very interesting figure was the Rev. Mr. Leichliter, formerly Pamor 
of the Adelaide St. Baptist 'Church, LondoOn, Oli·t., now of Buffalo. He attended 
the fundamentalist meeting on Tuesday night, and told some Ontario delegates 
that he was going to vote with the fundamentalists; Ibut he voted against the 
Riley amendment and for the Brougher resolution .• ThiEl was especially in­
teresting for .we remember that when Mr. Leichliter was in London, and Dr. 
L. S. Hugh ron, then of Stratford, left the Baptists to jOin the PreslbytE:'rll'ln':!. 
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Mr. Leichliter, referring to Dr. Hughson's abandon'ment of Baptist princi'ples. 
described! hdm as a "poor .prune". Brobher Le'lchHter is appa,rently trying to 
become a dried prune too. 

Some months ago we quoted :in' The G08pel W1;t7w/88 an article 'by Dr. Taf11,' 
President of the Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, of Chicago, on "What 
is a Baptist Church?" We thought it to be a very clear statement at ·the Hme: 
We were surprisoed and disappointed, 'ho-wever, to observe that whim the very 
subject an which ·he had written was at iswe in a Baptist Convention, he did 
not vote on either &ide of the question. Are we coming to a day when ·men will 
bob their !back-bones just as women bOob their hair? The neutrality of such a 
man as Dr. Taft iso all the more serious when it is' remembered -that he is the 
President of a school that exists· for the training of Baptist ministers. Water 
will never rise higher than Its &'Durce. Will the Northern Theological Semin­
ary'turn out a generation of preachers who will take a comforta'ble and neutral 
seat wll-ere ·is'sues vital to the existence of Baptist churches are at stake? Is 
Dr. Taft looking for Rockefeller mon·ey too? 

WHAT OF THE FUTURE? 

W'Jl;at of the ~flg,re? It is il'eJlreSohing to o.bserve flha't 60 near to New York, 
in this· ealBtern ,part d!. the lCOuullry where· moo,ern,ism is more SltroDJg,1IY' en­
t.l'en.ehed than anYlW1heroe else, there Slh01llld ~ave 'been tfound' 1,084 BaJptis-t.s ,,,,hom 
money OOIUIld not .oo,y. We !have iIlO doubt tIb·at ou't of the other 2,000, ·many were 
caITieti a;way by the 'sophis.tries 01: BroulgIher and MllJB6ee, a.nod' really dId not 
know that flh6G" were voting; for a.n abaOltute 6Il1Il'il'ender of a clh:erished tiumla­
ment'aJ BaptiJst 'prinm'ple. We are encotm'agecl: when we rem·ember bhat a yeall.' 
ago tll-ie mon·th· at Mem·phjs, the anti..evo.lutlon amendment, moV'e(!. by Dr. C. P. 
Stealey. was d~eated' /by a sUIl Ia.nger ,proportion of vote·s·,-the su.pporter& of 
Dr. Stealey illu'mberin'g less flhlll.n a thOlUSand, and, the &upportel's of Dr. MulUns 
over two· thousan:d'. Yet in tw.elve months fu'om tltat time, .the tables were 
oom.pletely t'Ilrned, and Dr. iStea.1eY'81 !pOSIition was .unanl:m.ouJSly approved; the 
OooTention gOing even: farther than Dr. Stea.ley had propo;sed, and :requiring all 
its salaried servants 'togetlb.er wHat obhe 'trustees and' members of Board'S of ·the 
Convention, individually '00 sig.n'iofy their ap.prova;l. What was done in the South 
ma,- e'aoSIJly /be :dio·ne in tlhe North. 'MeanwhIle the a:ction of the Conv·ention in 
WaiShingtoD. wi'Ll bring ma.lllY ilru'llld.reds of new membeR into the Bible Union to 
work together lor th·e propagation of om COIlWlon ,principLes. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION. 

An int6il'eSotdng .confirmation of :Wlh.a.t we 'h&ve jlllst wtr.ltteIll was offered in 
the speech· by Dr. Gao. ·MoCIDan:iel, who wae presenbed to ·the Northern Conven- . 
tion Immediately foUowing the vote, as the kate·rnal delegate from jjb,e Southern . 
GonTentlolh. Dr. ·MicDa;nlel spoke in piail't as' foHOIWiS: 

"At lMemplh.is tJhe year preced<ing, we had! a doctrina:l questaon at wh·f.ch the 
Convention said two and. two make four, and some earnest 'brethren said, "Yes, 
but 'We want IY'OU ·00 say ·that it does. not make five." At that ConveIlltion at 
Memphis, aJUer a dds'wll'Soion .like you ihM' ·tlbi.s morni.n:g, tlh:ey ;ref.us·ed to SIa'Y 
that two and two do not mu·e five, and the amendment was voted! down. 
T.hrougtwut the ;year, the.I"e 'hlWB 'been some unl'est and no Hottle a,gitation; and 
in order to quiet all minds, tlhe Co,n,vention said. this year; two and two make 
four, and not five, six, or anything else. And their mindS' seem to ,be quiet; and 
we are stand~llIg. to:getlher in Ibrotlberl.y tove and strivin'g together for th·e faith 
of the Oos·pe.l. . 

"NO'W qu'ite nat11lraH·y in ·a ,famIly of many chioldren, there will ·be a variety 
of opinion. They 'wiLl d.isCl1lB8 amonlg tihems·elves, a;nd they m·ight ihave a scrap 
one -brother 'WIit'h another; but they are sti1l 'brothers. They ;bear the family 
name, and t,f anylbod;y ju'mps on one of those Ib0lY'8, .he jumps on: .two boys. .So, 
my ibreth·ren, we W1isib. you to join with, '119, and we ,,~is:h to join willbo you &IS a 
great New Testament 'People w.fth a pecuUa'l' meSS8Jge and a peculi!l:r mission to 
the world, and everyone'Olf 'IllS 'd'Oing ()IU,r level best to make knowlI the pure 
Gospel· to f:he whole world." 
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WHERE WILL DRS. BROUGHER AND MASSEE FIND THEIR FELLOW­
SHI'P? 

We cannot helip wonde.ring where these two gre3lt 'preachers wILL a,rrive! 
We hope bhey ,w~H find it dm'poSls~ble to go aU the Wiay to ,t-he mDdernist OIIJmp. 
Beyond any dou'bt, they are w.wrming themseLves: by t-he enem~"& fire,-an.d 
that 'is a da,.n:gerous position {or anyone to be:ln. We' an-e informed tthat Dr. 
Bl"auig,her Ii! to 'be 'given th'e 'Pres-ide-ncy ,by the machine /for 'Ms services. He 
spent six month,s to'uJring the l00nve.ntion making no effort to su,ppress lIlWdoern­
ism,---.certainly doing nothing to enCOUd"age ,~undwmenta.li6m. tHJ.s w.b.ole ory 
W'8Is, '''PeatCe, peace, when. ,there was no. 'Peace." We suppose the Presf,d,eooy 0If 
the Nort.lhem Coo.ovention 'is Jodked upon as a hliglh offi,ce anvolovi.n;g' Jlilgh, honor; 
but to IlIIl'l'render one',s cons.cience for such a priz'e is II; ,fearful ilrice to' pa'YI-

'In what ,fellows'hip will Dr. MaBoSe6 find 'M-mseEr? oIt is diffilCU!lt to thin'k of 
his exchan/gling puLpits with, Dr. Ha,r,r:y 'Emerson !Fosdick. But oWIhere can he 
go? We have gt"own a.ccustomed to see 'men. t8Jke '&uch 'C01JIl"S,e& as Dr. Ma.sosee 
has taken; 'but we Ihave never before seen one of such l»'omInence go clean over 
to the eneID(V' in an hOUT of 'CrisIs as' Dr. Massee 'has done. There 1& no. po&sL'bJ.e 
explanaUGn. It is! useless to. &euch the dictiona,r.y for euphemis'tW adjectives 
toO describe .what merUs not-hinog 'but the severest ceIliBUTe. The plain f8lCt i1B, 
that Dr. Bro1l®her and D.r .. Mass'ee must stand! ibefo.re the Baptists of Am9lica 
a's men wjho have lbetJra.yed the .cau:se. Wi:lJl they 'be we1cGmed by the other 
side? ,We remember ene who too,k 'back the price ()If 'hiB' tre/llchery to those 
who 1h'aJd :tJouglht him, and erie<!>, "1 h8JVe sinned in that 1 'have 'be1:Jra,yed the 
io.nocent blood", to wthI.ch the enemies: of the 1ncaor,nlllte Word replied" "W'hat 
is' that to WI? See thou to 1lhat". And even the enemoy -wUol requiJre that Drs. 
B~er and Massee shrul1 see to 1Jh18:t! 

A GROWING ·GIANT 
Bapti.t Bible Union Holda Fourth Annual Meeting, Waahington, D.C. 

Washington, D.oC., May 27--Great oaks from little acorns grow. in May, 
1923, the Baptist Bilble Union ship was officially launched in Kansas City, 'Mo .. 
under a big tent. In 1926, the' fourth annua!l meeting was concluded in the 
great oity auditorium at Washington, D.C., with an enormous audience present, 
having !been ,in session May 19 toO 24. 

Only three years ago, the Ba.-ptist Bi'ble Union was spoken of, when spoken 
of at all, Iby Baptiet officiald{)m as'though it were an aggregation of knaves .and 
fools. To-day t'here is no organization on the American' continent wh,ich mod­
ernism so much fears.· From the beginning the Baptist ,Btble Union has had a 
clearo(!ut ,Con,fession of Faith; it has 'mapped ou,t ,for itself a defin.ite course 
of action; it has laid it down as a cardinal principle of its operation that there 
must be no compromise with the enemy. It has ,been a 'mUitant body, Itbso­
lute1y refUSing to negotiate with modernism, against which its sw{)rd is un· 
sheathed. 

At Milwaukee in 1924 the Baptist Btble Union made -its influence felt ill 
the Northern Convention by compelling the appointment of a commission to 
investigate the Foreign Mission &ituation. In 192,5 the -Southern 'Conventi{)u 
adopted the New Hampshire Confession of Faith, lal'gely as a result of the 
Baptist B~ble Union's agitation. In the sa.-me year at Seattle, the ,Baptist Bi'ble 
Un-ion forced the Northern 'Convention to take a stand by the Hinson. resolu· 
tion, and t'hus exposed the uUer insincerity of the· Foreign MiS'Sion Board, 
The anti-evolution resolution passed at the Southern Baptist Conventi{)n two 



THE GOSPEL WITNESS Ma.y 37, 1tati. 

weeks ago was due in no small measure to ·the support the .Baptist Bible UnIon 
gave to the anti-evolution movement. And now in Washington ·the Baptist Bible 
Union is recognized as the most influential 'body of fundamentalists in. the 
Convention. 

The large place given to the Baptist Bible Union -Convention in 'Wa&hing· 
-ton in the ,public .presS' of t'he country, is an indication of the importance which 
pUiblic opinion attaches to its deli!berations. The grea·t city journals do not 
give front 'page space to unimportant movements. Some of the New Y'Ork 
papers have carried telegra:phic reports of the add.resS"es delivered at ihis 
Conference on their first pa-ge; and the Associated Press has given' currency 
to the utterances of the Union and Its spea·kers alI over the continent. The 
Baptist B~ble Union as an organization or a Mov·ement is unimportant; as 
an organization i-t is only a means to an end. But we are gratified that it 'has 
assumed such proportions t'hat It ·is commanding a large place in public in- . 
terest; it Is commanding the respect of its .foes; and it is rapidly winning' 
its way in the confidence of all those who stand for the faith once' for an 
delivered to the sa:ints. 

The attendance here waEl most representative. Delegates were present 
from Southern ,Callfornia, and from the north-west as far as· the State of 
Was'hington, as far east as Maine, south as Florida, Louisiana and Texas, and 
a fair num·ber ·from Canada. At this writing, we have no analysiEl of the en­
rolment; ,but we believe delegates were .present from pract·icaJ.ly every state 
in the Union. Without consulting our records, we are able to report from 
memory having met delegates from every state in the Union with the possible 
exception of two. 

The Convention was held in the Metropo'litan 'Baptist Church, of wh·ich 
Dr. J'O'hn Compton Ball iEl the Pastor. Dr. Ball was not a memiber of the Baptist 
Bible Union, though standing faithfulJy for all that the Union represents. 
When he knew -that we deS'ired to 'hold our annual meeting in Washington, he 
took the ground that the Union was an organization of Baptist 'brethren, anrl 
that we w·ere entitled to .Baptist ihos'pltallty. 

Washington IS' a :beauti-ful city-one of the most beautiful In the world; 
and as ·the Capital of thiEl great nation, ·has in it many places of h-istoric ·in­
terest. But we are sure that one of the happiest memories the Bible Union 
will take from Washington will be the. memory of the graciousness of our 
host, Dr. Ball. We sincerely reg.ret t'hat he ins·isted on 'being excueed from 
addressing the Convention, exce.pt In a short address of welcome. We should 
have been dellghted to hear him ·preach. But the address itself was a gem: racy 
and humorous and full of good sense, it revea-led the Fas1:or to be a man of 
aJbllity and S'trength. The officers of the church were also gracious in their 
spirIt; and the entire church made us feel that we were guests Indeed. We 
can most heartily recommend all fundamentalists coming to Washington to 
make the Metropolitan Baptist Church their home. 

DR. GEORGE RAGLAND. 

The Union Meeting opened Wednesday evening, May 19th, with an address 
by Dr. Geo. Ragland, of LeXington, Ky., on "Nothing Beyond What Is Written". 
It was a most a'ppropriate utterance; and s'erved as a keynote ·to the whole 
Convention, magni·fying the Word of the Lord. We have no space to summar­
ize the various addresses, other than to Slay that the programme was carried 
out as announced. A large number of the Baptist pul.pits Sunday the 23rd, 
were occupied by Bible Union men. AI'1 the soervices of il\l[onday t'he 24th were 
held in the City auditorium. The addresses throughout were of a high order. 
Dr. Frank Goodchild, the Chairman of the Fundamentals Committee, gave an 
able address on "The Amendment" which wiII ·be wbmitted to the Northern' 
Convention. He ·took an uncompromising position, and declared that he would 
have nothing to do w·ith the Brougher resolution. 

DRS. RILEY AND NORRIS. 

At the evening service, before an enormous audience, the speakers were 
Drs. W. B. Riley and J. Frank Norris. Dr. Riley's address was a terrific In-

... 
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dictment of Baptist schools as propagators of infidelity. He produced an 
array of facts which were absolutely irresistible in a torrential argument which 
was the truest kind of oratory. The gred audience was so completely captured 
by ,~he. s'peaker that when he sat down amid. thunderous applause, the great 
crowd spontaneously rose to their feet in acknowledgement of the power of 
the address. Dr: Riley was followed ,by Dr. J. Frank Norris. Few men could 

. have ;'carried on after RHey's splendid effort without provid,ing an anti-climax; 
bu~ Norris was equal to the occasion, and as 'he scathingly e:x:posed the fal· 
lacies of modernism and ·i·ts danger to the Baptist denomination as represented 
by the Rockefeller Foundation, the great crowd was carried to other heig'hts 
of enthusiasm for the old Gospel. It was a great night,-a fitting conclusion 
to a Conference which did muc·h to generate a mIghty oppoe,'ition to the ·pre· 
vailing unlbelief. 

THE DEATH OF DR. W. B. HINSON. 

A feeling of deep sorrow and a consciousness of great loss possessed all 
hearts 011 account of the fact that one of the greatest of Amer·ica'.s preachers, 
beloved memJber of the Union and of the Execu·tive Committee, Dr. W. B. Hin· 
son, of Portland, ·Ore., instead of coming to Washington to speak' as we had 
hop'ad would be 'posS'ilble, had 'been ealIed home to ·be with Christ. The 'Part 
Dr .. Hinso.n played at the ·SeatUe Convention will never ibe forgotten. His 
passing 'is a 10r,'S' to the whole Cohn-rch of Chr·ist on earth; 'but his memory will 
81bide as !!on inspiration to heroic service for the Lord. . 

T;he '·fallowing resolution was passed with a standing vote; and the great 
congregation stood with· ·bowed heads as' his associate, Rev. H. L. Kempton. 
led in Ili'ayer: ' 

. ·RESOLVED: That the BIliPtist Bi'hle Union of North America, as-
· 'sembled at its Annual Convention at iWas'hington, D.C., May 19-24, 1926, 
.. records its deep sorrow over the vacant pla:ces in our progrlliID occasioned 

by the death of Rev. W. B. Hin!Y.>n, D.D., LL.D. His spoken addresses like 
· his .printed sermons, whose ,pages' numbered many millions, were alike a 

;' source of inspiration and comfort to men and women -in all ·parts of the 
continent; and in the case of his sermons, to the uttermost parts of the 

· earth; and 
I. . That we place on record our appreciation of h·is deep spirituality, 

his eharming simplicity, his IIlbounding SymPlllt'hy, his ever 'present cheer· 
· fulness-, -his deep discernment of spiritual truth, his 10yaJ.ty to the Persoll 

". and work of our divine 'Christ, his unwavering proclamation and defence 
I of the faith once for all delivered to the saints, and the marvellous union 
· of a great mind and a great heart in his notewort'hy life; and 

That we cherish the inspiring memory of his a:ble and fearless ad· 
vocacy" at the last . meeting of the Northern Baptist Convention held in 
Seattle in 19·25, of those resolutions which have since become known as 
t'he Hinson resolutions. Their adoption would at once have .placed ·tho! 
'operations of the American Ba.ptist Foreign Mission Society on a plane 
where any sUSlpicion of compromiS'e would ,be ~mpossible and where the 

· . continuance in service of any missionary of modernistic tendency w~}Uld 
cease. In such advocacy Dr. Hinson pointed out the only way to peace 
'and prosperity and ·purity. His testimony to the faith once for all deliv· 
ered to the saints on that memorllible occasion remains to UEi the crowning 
achievement of an unforgettable career; and 

That a copy of these resolutions be furnished to 'his family in their 
great sorrow, and that co·pies :be fu·rnished to ·the press ·for .prublication. 
and that t-hese resolutions 'become a part of the permanent records of 

.. the Ba·ptlst Bi-ble Union of North America. . 

AN ANTI-EVOLUTION RESOLUTION .. 

The aCotion of the Soutliern Baptist Convention in pas81ng an anti-evolution 
resolution Ibrought gre8!t joy to the assembled brethren, and led everyone to 
hope for ·b~tter things even in the Nortbern Convention. On this S'ltbject the 
foHowing Tesolution was passed: 
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Resolution Concerning the Attitude of Our Denomination to the Doctrine 
of Evolution and to the Teaching Thereof. 

W-hereas the Southern Baptist Convention adopted an excerpt froni 
the address of its President in the following ter-ms: 

"This Convention accepts Genesis as teaching ·that man was 
the special creation of God and rejects every theory. evolution or 
otherwise. which teaches that man originated in. or came 'by way 
of, a lower animal ancestry"; -

And whereas at a subsequent time the ·following resolution was 
adopted 'by the said Convt:!ntion: , 

"WHEREAS. the Southern Baptist ·ConvenUon in its session 
May 12. 1926 •. by unanimous vote. declared that it 'accepts! Genesis 
as teaching that man was the special creation or' God, and rejects 
every ·theory, evolution or oUlerwise, which teaches that man orig' 
inated in, or came ,by way of a lower animal ances·try·. and -

WHiEREA:S, our great school of the Prophets, the South­
western lBa-ptist Sem·inary, through the Board of Trustees, on May 
12th, accepted and incorporated the said action of the Convention 
tn its 'Statement of Faith', and through its honoured President. so 
announced to rtils Convention of May 13th, and S'ald President 
further announced that said aatem.ent of Faith' would be made a 
test of all officerS' and teacherS' of said Seminary, and 

THEREFX>RE, the 'Southern Baptist 'Convention does now reo 
s{)1ve that it commends the Board of TrusteeS' of the South-western 
Baptist Theological 'Semlnary for its prom,pt and hearty acceptance 
of the Convention's action, and 

IN ORDER tha..t no unfair comparis'On arise or unjust accusa­
tionS' be 'brought against any of our seminarieS', schools or other 
Convention agencies, ,be it ·further resolved that th.is Convention 
reques>t all its insUtutions and boa-rds, and their Missionary repre­
sentatives, to give Uke assurance to the Convention and to our 
Baptist Brotherhood in General, of a hearty and individual accept· 
ance of the _sa-id action of ·this :Convention to the end that the great 
cause of {)ur present unrest and -a'gitation over the evolution ques· 
tion ,be -effectively and finally removed in the minds of the con­
stituency of this Convention and all others concerned!'; 

BE IT RESOLV'E'D that this Baptist Bible Union ex>press their gratI­
fication that the great 'body of -Baptists declared itself in such unequivocal 
terms regarding this fundamental error of evolution, and its determlna· 
t-ion to make applicati{)n of the .princlpleS' of its said declaration; . 

AND THAT we express an earnest 'hope thllit S'i-milar actio()n may be 
taken in other Baptist Conventions, that thus the Ba.ptist ·body may be 
united on a common ibasis of faith. 

FOREIGN MISSIONS IN THE NORTHERN CONVENTION. 
A very important matter, which engaged the attention of the Union at 

Seattle and stnoee, was that of .the Foreign ::Mission situabion in the Northern 
Convelllti{)n. Alker some di,scuss~oill on thds SIl1bject, a committee ,consisting 
of Dr. W. R Riley, Rev. C. E. Tul'ga, and !Rev. IR. T. Ketcham. was 3!PPointed. 
an~ brougJlt ~n the ,foHowing ~epor.t which sopelllks for -itself: 

NORTHERN BA'PTIST CONVE;NTION BOARoDS IGNORE REPORTS OF 
. ITS OWN COMMISSIONS. 
It is well known to IPractical'ly aU interes:ted members of churches of tihe 

No~hern Ba:ptis·t Convention' ,that· 

TWO MOST IM·PORTANT COMMISSIONS 
of the Con'V'ention's history have been the committee appoin:ted a.t Buffa-to to 
investigate the teaching in our coHe'ges, and ,the commis's~on a.ppointed at Mil­
waukee -to investigate t-he teaohing on our foreign field-s. The first of these 
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committei!'s made' a ,report that caUed aUe,nlion to certain teadhers whose de~ 
parture from the Bapti.st faith was suc'h tha,t they S1hould, in aH conscience 
resign their teaohing positions. , ' 

This ,recommenda.tion was utterly ignored, by mod'ern~SJt profesS'ors. Since 
rh!1t ti:ple, a few of the most rabid rationalists' known to our profe'sso,rSihips have 
been forced out of offiee; bull u,niformly tlbis result ha'S' been ·produced by some 
19cal fundamenta'l'ists who found! and' brought before the 'SlOhoo1' board such 
p~ o:f inifidoelity as' ren'tiel'edi 1t Iimipos5'ible tor the prof,es'50r to longer con­
~nue, as, .for ins'tance, the case' of. WilHam Jewell College of Mis'Souri, where 
~' Unitarian was wcoveredJ to be at the head! of religious' instruetion, and who, 
in spite of Presici'e'nt, Professor andi SJtudent backing, WII!S retired by the Trustees. 

On .the whole, t,he schools of our denomination, instead of being cor,reeted 
by t1he work of, this commission, were encouraged by the m:i.)d' tr.eatment of the 
Convention a,nd have marked' prodigious ,progreL'!'s in the propagation of theS'e 
heretical Views within ,the IDa~t five yeaTS, until IIIOW the Board of EdJuca.tion, the 
edtreaHonal Slecretari.es, with tibet ra,rest ~e,ption's are modlerniSJts and openly 
espouse evolution vel'6US revelation. 

The commis,sion for ,inlVes'tiigation of ,t,he views of our foreign representatives 
rendered a better report, OOt on, dependable informa,tion from most outstandling 
repre5'entative5 on' foreign fiel!dls, it s.hould have been more extel1lS'ive. It is now 
known that ma,ny of ,those who had !intimate knowledge of the teaching t'aking 
place in, the :heathe'n lands, ot theY" location, were never consu,Pted at dl by' the 
commission. But there d~d come into tihe ,hands' of tlhat COmnl,ission: S1Uch irre­
futalble proof.s of apOlSta.t:e' teaching as to lead them to 'l'ecli1te certai.n s-ample-s 
of 'such. Chief among tihose was, one of whom the commission 5'aid': 

"Of sin he wri,tes: ' 
'To-day we have come to look upon wrongdoers not so,much as sinners' as 

unfortunate'S.' 
"Of atonement be writes: 
'Wlhen we s'ee oursel'Ves in our true position as the growing, er,ring children 

of (;od, is it not clear .tha,t sU'oh a thing as an atone:ment, a making good for us 
by another, coul()) not .pos'sibly be acceptabJIe to our Fatihe,r, or everu considered 
by Him? See,ing t.hat we a~e a family togethe'r, not onJI'y i's ~t not derogatory of 
God 'and JesUs to abandon: tlhe idea of ,t,he atonement, but it is testJi-fying to the 
perofe,Ct quaHty of God'S' ,fathe'rliine'sIs-.' ' 

'It is not pnimarily the death of Jesus that sav-e,s us'. 1t would not have 
been' ne'cess'ary undier an circumsta,nces.' 

"Of fina:l salvation he write's.: 
'But ,wha.t about those childr,en' who desert !t<he Heavenly home? Who, when 

,they know t<heir Faltlher's' dc's i,r e' is otherwise, deHber'ately Ifurn a,way and folilow 
the demaoos of their lower ,nlature's'? Is the're any hope for them? (In a later 
paragra:ph his answer is' found:) : 

'Jesus wi].] '1ree'p on and never give up unltiJ. every las,t one i's' flannd. There 
is no man, no mat,ter how vile', wi,thout'some solid good" some of it>he stuff of 
God in him. The,re is some ijn'V'i1a1tlion of God to whidh ,he wi,J.!. resp'ondi, aHhough 
he may have to hear it in the n,ext world,. God' will never turn His, back upon 
His chiMren, neit):ler ,in tlbij,s world, nei.ther in the ,worldJ Ito come.' 

"Dealing with -the 'subj'ec,t of the .pel'Son of Ghrist he writes: ' 
'But 1!he unique element of Jesus' nature does ,n'ot lie in His ,bed,ng the only 

begotten Son of God. He is not :t<hat by. ~is own teaching. Rather, He is tlbe 
only pelff.ect one a.mong ,the' courutles's mllhons of sonlS af God who have been 
born into our Heavenly Father's earthly home.' 

'le'sus owe's malny· a debt to men who had not obtained the peroreotion that 
He bad in. His relation to God;' , 

"In deal'ing with t1he perron of Christ as, related to His death be writes: 
'In ,setting an urubridgable gulf between, the' glory of Jes.us a,ndl OUif own 

poslsi,bi-Lities, it &e'ems to me t!ha.t men ~'re owosing themse1"es diametricailly to 
His teaching and! diesir'es, and are, to a larg:e degree, rendering His s'aerificial 
life arud d'eath vain.' 

"On the inspiration of the Scriptures and in arguing to show that they are 
not in'fallible he writes: 

'Surely ;'t ,is dear that :the -Bible, part for pa,!",t, is not an- infallible. book. 
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There ~s rna-ny a book, many a sermon, Illany a poem of our day as God-~rer 
and as God-fi'lled' and helpful as .many of tlhe Books of tlhe Bi,ble, and more so 
than some. God is sti·IJ sl)(~aking to his child'1'en .through the voice of Hi'S 
prophets'." . 

A verbatim copy of the entir~ c<liI11munica.tiion ·which was in .the; bands' of 
the commission appoillited :by the Norllb-ern Baptist Coment·ion reveal's malllY 
additional S:tatements f.rom tihis same man tlhat are' eq·uaHy a depar,tW'e 'from 
the Christian faith. As, for linstanee, when he says, as ,he does, UIt r.emains for 
us individually ,to make all atcmement we can for our sins by tiving the kind 
of ·life our Fatlher yoearns for." . 

Again he writes: "Undou,'b-tedly much of the unwillingness to accept ~e 
.t,heory of evolution is due to the idea whi'ch many faithfulL Christians have been 
taught, that ,t,he Bible i·So an infallible Book." Of Pet·er he wrote: "H there had 
'been enoug.h more of hi·s kind, Jesus would not bave had to die." . 

This long sta.tement wu not ·secured from this man by the' commiSision, nor 
was it acquired 'by .the fore·ign board in the commission'& behalof. 

Documents on hand 'show tha.t Mr. FieldiCr maned' this iengrhy statenlent· 
to the Foreign Board on June 3rd, 1924, having 'been told by a felllow missionary 
that be would· in.form ~he Boa·rd of Mr. Fielder's· posItion if ,he himsel'f dijd not 
do &0. How·ever; as wiH ·be noted' below, the Board took no action of any kind 
in -the case until Jun'e 10th, 1925, a li.tHe over one yea'r la-ter. 

When it is remembered ,t-hat kindred citllltions were reported' 'by our' cOllluiis­
sion f.rom others on the .foreign fields, which were affirmed by me'mbers of the 
commis·sion Slimply to 'be '5Iamples. of what .they found, (not at all the: swn of 
the same), yet pe'!'Ihaps no one was more flagrant in hi·s d'eparture from the 
Christian faith and from aU historic Bapl'i'st posit·ions than t-he one above 
quoted f·rom Mr. CeciI G. Fielder. 

It would ·s-eem, .the·I'eofore, that if -ther·e could be such an in.stance of ftagrall't 
teachi·ng 'on tthe fore'ign fieId as ,to invite speedy and adequate ju11gnl'Mlt, the 
Board had the same in this· ca'Se and could be reasonably trusted' if:o tell sucih· a 
missionary that his .sewices were no longer desir·cd; t·hat he had m~srepresented 
his own denomination befoI'e ,the heabh·en WOI'ld, to which n had sent -him, and 
t,hat he had evidently de'Ceived the foreign committee in securing for him'Se'!·f 
an appoin'tment, and .that ,his relations'hip wj.t.h the Society was terminat'ed 
once for all. 

But, instead of such action, we have had t,he' agents of ,the en.tire pronlotion 
board ,pr-eaching, in. every state inC'iuded in the Convention territory, tha.t on.ly 
six or eight offenders in all hadl been found (and that ·in .spite of ·the known 
modernism of the Shanghai ColJ:ege), and t-hat they had been d'ealt w.ibh sum-
ma.riiy and suffi-ci·ently. Imagine, therefore, ·the . 

. . SURPRISE NOW AWAITING THE BAPTIST PUBLIC 
to dis'cover that no man ha's heen dea.Jt wirth summaI'Hy,' and not even the most 
gricv:oU's offender mentioned in ·the commission'oS report ha·s been. dismissed 
from the service of the society, or even chided for .his fal·se and anti-Ohristian 
teaching. 

On tlh'e coll't'rary, indisputabl.c doculllen.ts in hand prove ·~hat Mr. Cecil, G. 
Fielder, the offoendre'r againSlt; Baptist faith and practoice, was al'l11OS1t due a fur-
1011g1h, and the same wa·s t.houghtfuHy speeded up for him by our Board. When 
on{:e at ·home, he was submitted to a con·sidr.,rate committ.ee mad:e up of Al1thwr . (. 
C. BaldJwin, W. S. ~bemethy and Thos. H. Sta-cy, who asked him ,to addresa trhe 
boam regarding his work in Assam, and pal1ticula'rly hi·s work among students 
at Cotton Col-lege. On the conclusion of his addres.s, the committee presented 
the following report, which was adopted unanimously: 
"To ,the Board of Managers' of the American Baptist Foreign Mi·ssioll Society: 

Your c0111mitotee, appointed to mee't Mr. Cecil G. Fielder and inquire into 
his ttheolo&,ical views and mess'age as a missionary, desires -to make th·e fonowing 
report: . 

First: Your cODlmibtee are agreed that in Mr. Fieldler's .toheological state­
m'ent are dec}ar.aotionSi .which are open. to question and which, standing alone, 
would make It Imposs'~'ble to re,turn hllll to the work in Ass·am. 
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Second: Your .oommittoee faces ,the fact that in his' work, Rrother Fielder 
h.as 'be~n signally bles·sed of God. The. tes,timony of many of ihis femlow mis­
sionaries and of Dr. Witter, Ibis pred'ecessor in the work at Cotton Cotlege, 
s·peak in .such high ,terms of hi-s· Christ-l).jke character, his zeal and usefulness, 
his success in a position requiring -peooliar qualities of spiritual equipment~ that 
we feClI he has been used of God to a marked degree, 

Neve·l1bheLess, the Hmitation,s of his theological statement are l'eal in the 
judgment of your commi,ttee, and the criticism whic,h his statement aroused 
cannot be ignored. 

In yiew of the fact, ther,efore, that Mr. Fielder has never had a oou-rs-e of 
theological .stud'Y, we would recommend that the Board gra·nt Mr, Fielder's 
request for a year of study at Newton T,heological Institution and tha't the 
question of his return to Assam be n~ade a special ord,er at some meeHng of 
the Board in 1926. . 

. o.n behalf of t,he Board' of Managers. 
New York, N.Y., June 10, 1925. 

ARTHUR C. BALDWIN, 
W. S. ABERNETHY, 
THo.S. H. STACY. 

J. C. Ro.BBINS, 
Foreig~l Secretary . 

I,n spite of aU' a-ttempt·s to cover -this gentle action a·nd keep it from vhe 
Baptist 'Public, ,the information of it leaked, and Mr, R. T. Ketcham, of Niles, 
o.hio, wrote to the President of the Board after the foUowing matt'ner: . 

"NHes, Ohio, December 9th, 1925. 
"Rev, F. L. Anderson, Pr·es'iden,t, Board of Managers, Ame'riean Ba·ptis,t Foreign 

Mission Society, 276 Fift.h Avenue, New York, N.Y. . 
Dear Dr. Andierson': 

wm you kindly inform me if :Mr. Cecil G. Fielder i·s home on a fuilough 
wjth .salary paid, or ,has he been dismissed from the s'ervice of ,the Society? 
Al.so, is Mr. Fielder ,taking a course in New-ton Theologicll,1 Seminary, and' if so, 
at whose expense? 

Thanking you for any information in regard to thi·s matter I remain, 
Yours and His·, 

R. T. KETCHAM. 

o.n ~cemher IS, 1925, from Chicago, Illinois, Dr. Anderson answered:. 
"My Dear Dr. Ketcham: 

Your.s of Decembe,r 9th received. After Mr. Fielder sent us his theological 
statement, corr.espondence was carried on with him in Assam so ~ha,t we might 
understand tlhe situation. His statement was volunta·rily· given by us to the 
Inves'tiga.tion Commission. He was summoned 'back from Assam to make his 
own defence a·nd ar~iv'ed in May last. At t,he next -Board' meeting he met a 
speciaoJ committee appoint'ed for that .purpos,e and they r·eportcd t-o. the Board 
that his s,tat-ement was ,not satis·fadory. He requested t,he Board to be aUowed 
to study at Newton for a year, since he had never received' a theological educa­
t-ion. As he was a man of rubiHty and.gr'eat personal force, with a great zeal 
for the· salvation of men, the Boa·rd'. granted his request, hoping -rhrut he would 
see some things differend,y after a year of study. .. 

As Mr. Fi'elder's furlough was nearly due ·and as we cal'led. hUll home, It 
wa.s merely in accord with ·our contract with him to 'pay home ,sal,a'ry during his 
furlollglh year. Even if he had b-een dismis·sed ,by vhe Board we should haye 
been und:er obiigaltion to hav-e paid his sai'ary for a reaso,nable time. At ~hl< 
end of ltihe y·ear we shall hav:e another. 5'tatement from. ~llm and sha'I'i decld>e 
whether' he is then an evangelical accordmg to our d-efi11'ltlon of that ,term. 

If you use thi,s letter in any way, you wiU pl'ease use it as a whole. 
Sincere"ly, 

. FREDERICK L. ANDERSo.N." 

Is it 'not evident toltat a y,ear at Newton is intended to teach him tact in 
expressing d()ubt, and -then return him? 
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It will, therefore, be seen t,hat all the money expended on investigating fal-se 
t"eaching in our colleges at ,home, and fallse, u·nlbili!-iJca,1 'and anti-Baptist teaching 
on our foreign fiellos, has 'been wor.se .than wastedi. It is increasingly evident 
that the Board.s of Education and of Missions are them.se1ves under the domina­
tion of modernism, and that the ·foreign board is particu,larly favorable to mod­
ernism on foreign fieMs, and cannot be truS'ted to I'emove tlhe ran·kest Un·itarian 
or Rationalist from official s.tation or salary. 
. It will be remembered by many attendants at this COJ1lVention tha.t at Mil­

waukee, Dr. Frank].in, secr·etary of ,the foreign· board, d~sputedi Dr. W. B. Riley's 
statement con'Cerning Mr. Rand:l:e, of Suifu, and· wit'h a flourish, produced docu­
ment·s to prove .that Dr. Riqey's informants ·had falsified the fact·s. 

Immediate'iy upon the conclusiollJ of t,hat meet·ing, the pastor of the church 
from which Mr. Randle went to Suifu d'eclared that he had heard him ·make 
simi]:ar' statements, and, on tha·t accoun't, had, toget·her wi·th otherS, re.fused 

·to participate in his ordination. 
Mr. Russ-eL Brougher, fellow studen't, affirmed that he had he'ard him make 

similar sta·rements at school. But ·now it occurs that Dr. Franklin- held in his 
hand, at the moment he answe·red Dr. Ril·ey, a letter from Mr. Randlle to t,he 
Board of Managers of the American Baptist For·eign Mission Society, in which 
Mr. Randle s'aid .the foHowi.ng: "I am a·lso accused! of being ul1lWilHng to answer 
in the affirmative the quest-ion, 'Do you ·believe that Christ is' God,?" T'his was 
a prayer-meeting whkh I was leading and not a class in theology. Nor was' it 
quite t'he proper ·time or place. to catechize the leader because he had not ex­
pressed his faith in the phraseology which certain individuals were accustomed 
to use. However, to be perfect'ly fair to all parties concerned, I must say thatQ 

I do not wish to ascri·be to Jesus' any higher position ·than, that whic:h He 
claimed for HimseH. He d:id not claini to be God, but He did' say .that He was 
t·he Son of God. I was pot asked as to my faith in the divinity of Jesus, the 
deity of Jesus, or His place in the Trinity. I was asked ·to answer c·ategoricaUy 
whet,he'r Jesus was God. Passages like the foNowing make an affir-mative anSlWer 
to t·hat question rather difficul·t. I Tim. 2:15; Matt. 27: 46; Ino. 23:46; Col. 3:1; 
Luke 9 :48; Matt. 3 :17; 19 :17; Luke 10 :22." 

In the same ietter, he adlmits that his' .statements, later confirmed by two 
other missionaries w.ho were presen,t at the time under appointmen't of C. I. M., 
resulted in breaking the Christian prayer-meeting at SuHu into two sections, 
which for·ev·er after·wardls re-fus·ed ,to unite. Although a committee was appoin.ted 
to meet with them and try ,to persuade a ren-ewa'i of the relation's, Mr. Randde 
himsdof asserts that "the interview was unsuccessful" So f.ar as can be learned, 
thi-s :refusal on the part of Mr. Randle to affirm the absolute Gods.hip of Christ, 
and ,the statements, what,ever they were, that d,j·vorce from him andl our Baptist 
workers, the China Inland' Mission workers, have not even been- t:he subject 
of conce:rn at foreign mis'sion headquarters, New York. 

W,helll t·he·se facts ar·e befor'e the Northern Baptist membersMp, and it re­
members ,that Reuben SaiUens and his loyal Baptist brethren were cut off from 
Convention aid on their refusal to compromise in matters of Bible doctrines, 
and t.hat missionaries of t,he fundamenta.]i.st tempe'r 'of Mrs. W. S. Sweet, of 
China, were a·lso d·ropped for t:he same reason, is it not evident ·that our Foreign 
Board is its·e·l·f non-evangelical, and is ddiherateI.y d'ete·rmined! to put over the 
programme of Civilization vs. Christian-izaHon, of Social Service vs. Individ,ual 
Salvation, and of Evolution vs. Revelation? 

We, thereiorc, a collunittee from t·he con,fin'es of the Nor,thern Baptist Con­
v:ention, appointed 'by the Baptist Bible Union of Norbh America, to ·report on 
this, the r·esult to ·the denomination, of foreign mission commission, hereby de­
clare it 01.l"r conviction 'bhat every man and womalll in the entire Baptist denom­
ination in the Norloh, who 'stiU beI.ieves ill' a personal God, the Jehova.h of ,the 
Old and New Testamen!t, in the Virgin Birth and e'ssential deity of His Son, 
Jesus Chr.ist, in the blood' atonement, in the High Priesthood of Christ, and in 
the certainty of His 'second coming, s·hould !band ourselve!l in united endeavor 
to bring the denoro-ina·tion back to t,he faith of our fathers :by ,the repudiation 
of our pr·esent secretar.ia·1 leadership, and the e"1-ection to office of men who ,hold 
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these b~bHca~ and historic. ~aptis,t pos~tion~, a~ not on:ty s'acred; but as abso­
luoteliy essential t? any s1?lntual or denominational success. God lives I The 
Truth can, and wllI yet tnutnph I . . 

. The .fo~owing 'commu~ication jUSIt received c~nfirms .t,he charg·e that not a 
smgle mlss~onary und'e'r fire has been dea1t witlh summa,ri.ly: 

My Dea·r Mr. Ketcham: 
May 24, 1926. 

Res'epo~ding to your message ~n·quiring as to t'he action taken by the Board 
of. ~anag;ers of the American B8Jp.tist Foreign Mission Soci,ety in respect to .the 
miSSIonaries whose name·s were gtven us by the· Investigating Commission for 
furt'her 'study, may I say that of t,he eight, the resignations of thre·e have heen 
accepted, three have been ~on.er;ited, and the cases of two. are ·stiU pending. 

'F-he Board anticipates ma:king a fuHer repor,t .to. the Northem Bapt'ist Con­
VeD'tion. 

Very sincerely you·rs, 
P. H. J. LERRIGO. 

HOW MODERIS·M DOES ITS WORK. 

Tille foJ.iLoWliillg C'OIl':l'eSi>Ondence US· come into our mnd's: A c8l'tain chiureh 
in PennSIYlvania ,being wU,lrout a ,pasror, was' tKlmewh'at divdded· on ltJhe alunrda­
m'l!lllitaLiSlt and modernIst -iI!HlII1e. Tlhe majorlty in. ,1lhe chl\l'l'ch seemedl to fa-vor the 
caIUng of a ·i~benl;l PaJ&tor, bl\l.t. it ""O'Uld a;p,pear 'hoped !to win the ·fundiamentalis.ts 
in .the -church :b:y caloling o.ne who. was' no.t g·elD.ell'lIIUJn mown. as, a modernist. 
Gertain b·rethren feBll'ed: 1lhaJt be was a llIl.oid,&rndSit in d,isgud,se; and a latte·r was 
sent to CiI'OZeil" Theolog.ical ,S'e:minary 8ISikinJg about h-i~ ,SitandiDg,---tJhe writer 
evld9llltJy beIHev~n'g thlllt dJf :he· IW·CT·e a m.o'd'erni's,t, CrozeT ThieDiJ.og:lJcaa S·eminary 
"'0\1:1« atnow. His letter was 'nDt addireEised to the 'P,resdd'ent but to the Instiot,u· 
tiDn. Tho t·wo leUe;rs lfolloW'. 

It wdU be observed thaJt .the Presd·d·ent of Crozer tlhInks it is, 'R ·trilbute to fJhe 
man m qlllesltiOlll' .. ·tJhat 60me op60iP'le canno.t lQcate !him". The Mr.-.FlIlcinig-Bollh. 
Way!s,..,poatcy is 9IVidentl!Y' d,eU,bC:'rate on the part of modern,ists'; and, Dr. Evan'll 
say& that the ipreacher in queSltion ·~ho/l.6 won 8i ®teart; IIDIRJlY dispos,ed to :be· ifund,a. 
:me.n1:Jwl to the modeorni·s!t gI!'IOllP ,by his ta,ctf'lrlnI9lSls". I!Il the letter ot the Pre'­
side.n.t of CrOZ6!l' ThtlOlog1c'al Se:mdna,ry does' not stam,p Ithe who~e· mDdernilislt 
moveanI&Jlt.as bein·g IinBIPlired: Iby ·the fa:tJher 'Df Ues, whd·}e at the same tim'ElI Slhow'­
iJllg tillad;· no llD.odemiSl1:, whoever !he is. or W'hereve-r 'he iJs fDUllld, can' 'be t'rJusilled 
o.r his word 'believed, we dO' not und.ers.'fJand tihe 6ifgnifi.ca,nce of thdS!,lettea-. Fur­
ther COIID·men,t .on a lette,r ~ mamdfe.stly wdtten to ·credentiaO: 8. man who hancmes 
the Word of Go,d de·ceitfuHtY is' u:nnClCelSlBa'ry. 

For OUll" :Canaddatl re.adleil"SI, it lIIlay ,be !l'emaJrlred, tlh8lt Dl". EvanS! is Pa'e&ident 
Df ,tihe in,sUtutiDn where Professor 'l. G. Ma,llt!hews, fOrIDlel'l;y of MaMas·ter, dilS­
seDllinlates his poIiSIOn. The pro·ve,rIb is' s,Ull trolle: "Bi!l'Ws' of a f-ea;ther tloc·k to­
g·e'bhea-". 

·CrDzer TheDIDgical ,Seminary, 
Chester, Pa. 

Deail'Slrs: 

----" Pa., May 17, 1'926,. 

A chuncth near here ,is; ve·rri anxiOl\ls' to SlElICllTe a palf!:t.o·r an:d, they want 
a 'PSIS·tor 'Wih:D ·wi:11 not taM in line witlh tlhe ,f·undamentlWi'SIts. in ,the 8J&BOCi-
8.tion. :Mr. • IIIIt ,pralsent 8i p:8JSltOll' dn , ---, has' ibeen re­
com·m:eniled.. ·Some IS8!Y' 1IIe is- a fnmdame.ntlilldSit and SDme 'BaiY ih,e ·is-n't, In 
vdew of the fact ,that fundame.ntalIsm iSi o.n a r:a'm'pruge in this section it 
'becomes' am. imipOll'tant ques:tiOJl. 

'~d YOI1l 'COns-cienti'ously recomane·nd Mir. to 8. C1hu!l'ch th!wt 
. W:RJl'ts 8. 1U1b9ll'aJ: :pa.BIt:ol"? PleMe answer SlilIIS100IIJ as! 'Y'OU can. 

Very truly YDurs, 
('Sd:gne!d!) C. E. -------
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'coomR THEOLOGLClAL SEM'INARY. 

Chester, Pa., May 18, 19:26. 
:P.l'esddent's om'ce. 

M'r. C. E. , 
c/o NIIIWond Ho.tel, 
&th. 1St. &; PemlISfYl,v'lmd& Ave •• 
'WaSihi·ngton, D.;C • 

. fMy DeuSlr.-
Yours of May 17th, inquiring a'bout Rev. Mr. , of ----

--, Il"eceived. 
I can oo:n.scientdo'1llsl'y recommEm.di Mil". to anY' iOllIwr.ch t.'h.8,t 

W'8JLts a J·l:beml ,pastor. He ~II' t'hOll"owg:b.ly moo.ern 1D.. his aMliI"oaah; to ltJlle 
Bi'bIe, and, -to .ql\le'slblone· ()tf lBa;pUSit ChW"c"h polity, [dJO not ·mow a IraliOIl":e 
entlhJu,sutic and· oonMirlllctdve 'paJSto;r tlh:a.n. M,r. • . He ihu done 
gOQ,d owoll'k W1herevell" Ih6 ihat& /been. 

. I am wonderinlg! f,f it Js not a trl.bute ,110 IMm tIh8It some ,people c&nOlOt 
locate 'hlm,-1Jhey cannot det6'1'1ll.in·e W1he·bher iIl·e !,s. a ll'unId:alullenta:IilSt or a 
Mo'd'ern.tsrc. When he ihas' o'cca.sion' to >&peaJk ihe spealDs decidedly 8@"e.1Il6t 
tlb.e ~un:dlamellltaJ;l,s,ts~ Ibut ihe is' not ,comb!\itlV'e. He 'W,in!s>., He lhiasl iWon a 
g1l"'9Iat mallij" d1.s.po·Bled, to ;be fundameilllbal bo tihe llD.o.d!erniBlt g'l"IOUjp !by: ihdJs 
·ta:ctflLln69Bl, and /by ifJhe IIWdoubte·d C~llr.j.SltiIl;D. d'9Voti'On ,to. !tihe, goodi ~ hils 
people. 

If I ,were a meiln'ber of· any ,cllIul'loh; iI'!hIi.nlklng of hIm !fall" ~tor, I wou:Id 
'lJDh~' vote dlor 'him a.s my IPWStor. 

YOIlln very 'triuIliy, 
(ISlgned') MlILTON G. EV AlNS. , 

BIBLE UNION F,INANCES. 

Tille Union, was aJble ,to !report to its. AmlIual Meetin'g, a s,Dl.8IlL :baJIance on 
hand', /but ;f·t ts. OOOOSl&ll;1"IY thu w'e ,f'l'IIIlnkJGr face ·the ques¢ion of fina:MeSl. A Vel"y' 
lew !have Ibe,en ~ tile gTewter Bl1llai1'le of flhe finan·cl.ail: :blllll'ld.oo. We conld 
do teD! timesl tihe· 'Wo1"ik. If we hlildl ,too .tdmes tlhe money. !No oille nl!CeIives my 
salaI"y' in ,the BwptiBit BiJMe UDlioDl ou1ls.lde .tIhe Secreta'l'lY' and her usdIsItant. We 
qilleBltion whetllLer IlL JillttJIe money 1WIa8' ever mad,s It'O do ISO muclh 8181 .it has been 
made ,to. do, ~ lfJllIe OO\llllPI&INLtivel(y SIlIl8Jd inCOllD.s of the :QaJpt~ 1Bi/b1ei Union. 
T·he iIn:veBItdJgation of ·the Forellgn M~Bs:lon situaUon 'by ttlhe NOl1th6irllJ Oom,ventioDl, 
the Coilifesrsdon· of Flllitih wd:opted ib¥ :tIhe S'Oi\ltlhem ,Con.:v'anlt:iioDl il8IB't ~, &DId1 tIh6 
anJti-evol'll'tion, of tihis year, and, ,tihJe ra:l!I.y,ing of grea,t llIIIImibell8 oif men in t'he 
Northern Bwptislt iCoo.ventio!ll to tIhe ,de1lence of :tIhe dladtlh, lIIlIILy aJU /be IIIttrilbUted 
to the Baptist BIIbIle UDlion. 

iTlhe neW! sf.twtlon iOl'Mted dD! tJhe Nor:tlh'6il"llI 'Baa>tiBit Convent;fOlll ,lis a new 
ohaLIenge to 'Ba..ptilS.t Blible Uni-onits'tISi bo SltiLl 'lD,OO'Ili hm"ol,c endeavors. The T'9SIO- . 
lution \Il'l'Elsente·d' bY' Dr. RJ!IeY'. and· WhiM ,l'\ecelved l,o.S4 V'ot9S1 OIl" a ~otdon over 
one-t.Ihi1rd of tihe ibot'aJl vote C'aJBlt in ,tlhe Oonven,tion" wa:s a Ba.pttst BllbJe UDJion 
resolution', IIJPPlio,ved bty ,tihe ,bod~, and 1,)resen:ted: 'WIiblll a. pledge oil ~e l\lIIllIJted 
sUP/P'Ol't of ltJhe· !Ba.ptilSlt ,Bi/ble Uillton 81m the ll'ImdiamentaLs Commltttee. We 
a.~ :00 d OUT ll"'.eade'l'IS and lfird'eD!diSI ,00 ·taJke the BlIblle Union to !h6llil'lt u t'he 
greatest .m,iBlSion.u.Y' and! edlllOatdOon'a:l mgmdzaUon stand,lnIg for Evange1icaJI 
Ttl'Iu·blJ, On! tJMBl continent Ito-day •. 

We 8IS:kJ IPllJ&toll"S and: cllJurohles, 'to· g:!ve :tfue Union a ,pIIaoee ,in: tIh,e cihJuIl":c'h 
budget; IIIttdl we SilI'peRa to :tJhe Lord's stewal'ldiSl .to 'WIhom' he !h.aJs ,en·truBlted: Ia.rge 
means~ to ~et the UlIllon 'ware largeJy in thel,r bene'fa,ctlons·. We s/b!Il;Llo ,be' grate­
fu~ foil" ·the, 'smaller oon·tr;fbutionlSl aJI,W'aye, .&IlId Ulpon :tIhese ifJhe Un;fon must depend 
tOor I.tBl sUPPOIl",t; but IIf ItMsl !ShOl\lJidJ ca'tc!h, .tihe eye of men moo can g,Ive itheiJr 
hnmdJrediSl and' t'hOllSlaDJdiSl, we d.e&iIl"e .to mwke t/bdos. n'ots IlL p8iI'ISIGn:~ ajppea.lr foil" 
J.a.rge IconbrilbutionlS. T·he B~bIe Union. bellev,ell' preveIlJtjon is Ibeuter .tillan cure, 
anIdJ ex:iBotBl to. lPiIlr'ge rut tihe leaven. 'Senci contrl,butioJl8l 'boo :tIhe Tr9!\iSlUll"er, 340 
M'On'On Bldlg., 440· S. De&iborn St., Ohi'Ca&'~, IU. 
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THE CONFESSION OF FAITH. 

'N.o dooum'.mt of, recen,t times hills' been 1P1'odJll!ood. ISUI1'pass:ing in, '1lsE!lfu:lneM 
the Confe6S'ion .oIf F1a4t!h of 'the Baptis·t BlJb1e Un.ton. It Ls '8IIllahl; fit may easdly 
be maj;ledJ.in an oT'dln'aJ'IY' E\lD.ve'lo'pe. It i8' bou,n.d u.p In 8. dooumlmt OOllJta.1n:l:ng 
~ in,fo.nne.t1on of the wor.k of tJhlS Un,ion. We llire a;b,Le to wppLy these Oon­
fessilons' ()If Faith at the foLlowing pr.ic9s: 

.05 a. SoinJgle ,ooPY. 
$ 3.00 per hlundJred co,piles. 
$11).00 lPer :fI.'ve ·bJundJre'd" eopies. 
$15.00' per. ltJhousand! COIPies.. 

But ifJh'8I1'9 'ma'Y' 'be many ~nd1vidl\la:} .cb.uTch memibsl'IS or illJdl:ndluJal1 pastol'lS 
WIioo desdre to do ,~.tBlSI!()nlllJry 'W'OO'k in lI;h,etr own clwJr.C!hes, /md Who mvEl' not the 
means ,to ,pay for tlhds Confes&ion IQIf Fa.ith. To, 8;11. 6U:ch~ as' many copies sa oa.n 
be 1\lI&ed. wi,u !be sent ;free IQIf clwJ..r.ge on appLic'atlon to Headq,tuIil'teins, IllS g;l.ven In 
the ~8Jph 81bove. 

We desire to do-u/ble 0I\lil" W'Ol'k. at 18_ ,tJhis Yi6SIl', :If IPOS8dble; a.nd itihlBl can 
be done iblY the free ue of Utera.tJure. Th.'ts .fs; a.n alU)ea.L ,to ev~, Blliptist Bllbile 
UILionlilloti to IIlelllP. 

NEW OFFICERS OF THE UNION. 

Tale nom,lnIatiIlgi ,committe'e was. a'ppointed, by the variOUSl s·flM.$ delegation ... 
The ,Q.onv,ention, resolved. iltJseLf .Into ,Slta.tes" and' eaCihJ state delegation elected' 11;8 
OWlIl il'ieIPl'esemattv'e on, the nomJinatinJg "C'Om.mittee~ The _me proceoo1"9 was 
foLloiWed: 1nl the, ilIleetion of ootJher co,DlIIllM.tees'. The iBaptisot iBiible Union i8I a 
truly democra:tic ,bod'Y\. The ifol1lOlWing I.s a li-Slt of ,the omcerSi e1e,cted for the 
1'e8I1' l'9a6-19~:-
p.rillSidieln1J-T. T. Slhliel!dls, TOIl1O,nta, Canada. 
Vic6l-!Preedden,t for ,Southem Con'Vent:lon-J. ll'mnk Norrie, 'Fort WOIl"th, TexlllS. 
V.ice.JPre\9lld'ent 'for NOil'ItJb.ern; Convention-W. B. Rdley, Minnea.poLls', Minn. 
Sec:retal"Y-TreaSlll'rer.:.-...Edltlh M. Rebma;'n, ClM~ I1LL. 

Executive Commlttee:-

F. W. FMIr, Los! AIIlgeles, Cd. 
,A,r:tJb.iu,r K:empton, lPO«'!ti!.a.nd, Ore,. 
J. C. [Joney, !Hamlillt:on, Onto 
H. O. Meyer, Des MOines, Ia. 
H; S'. Morgwn., Oam'bridge, ~s. 
E. A. Rolbel1'lbs, Lexington, KlY. 

M!&X Sohimpf, New YOl'k, N.Y. 
E. H. SWeIIl', WaSlh.fnglton, D.C. 
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THE PASTOR AT HOME. 

Dr. ,Shields, who hag 'been In Washington, D.C., attending the fourth 
Annual Meeting of ,the BaptiS't ni'ble Union of North A-merica, and the A.I;lnual 
Meeting of the Northern Baptist Oonvention, will return home in ti1Ile for the 
Saturday evening ,prayer service'. He will teach his ,class Sunday morning 
and preach morning and evenin.g. The ordinance of ibaptism will 'be ad­
ministered during the evening service. 

During Dr. 'Shields' 8.'bsence last Sunday the puIpit was, occupied by Dr. 
R. E. Neighbour, of ,Chicago. Dr. Nelghibour .preached with his uwal power, 
and a large numiber reS'POnded to the ,1n'VitatioD. 



!6 (66) THE GOSPEL WITNESS Ma.y 27. 1926. 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR LESSON LEAF 
V:OL. 1. T. T. 8HllELDS, 0.0., EdItor, Toronto, Ontal'lo, Cart"a No. I. 

SECOND QUARTER. Jl11IIl18 20. 1912'6. 

THE SECOND COMING 
LESSON TEXT: Twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew. 
To be studied in harmony with the leason text: Mark 13:1-37. 

Luke 21:5-36. 
GOLDEN TEXT.-"Heaven and earth man pass away: but My words 8hall not pass away" 

(Mark 13:31). 
This is a prophetic chapter. It predicta the Lord's Return and the conditions precedent to His 

Coming. Like other prophecles it will probably never be fully understood until rea!lln the light of ita 
own fulfilment. Some Indication of ita purpose as a preparation for the confirmation of faith amid the 
tribulation it predicta is given in vs. 25: "Behold, I have told you before". 

In this connection we must confess, that while we do not despise prophesyings, we have never been 
able to feel so Bure that we have sufficient discernment dogmatically to elaborate a program for the future, 
as some brethren seem to feel. We have always felt on safer ground in dealing with great principles, 
than In attempting the particular identification of times, and persons. and places, In the Divine program. 
Providing we are all ready, Instantly to respond to the call of "All Aboard", we believe the Divine Con­
ductor will forgive us for having found it necessary to abide In our attitude of watchful readiness, becaUSll 
we were I1J,l8ble to obt'aln a prepared time table. 

Tba opening VersM of the chapter prove that we have mention here of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the queation of the disciples (vs. 3) auggesta the possibility of a threefold answer: The occurrence of 
"these things"-i.e., the destruction of the Temple, and hence of Jerusalem; the sign of Christ's Coming; 
and the end of the ace. The several warnill&8 through the chapter (VSB. 4, 5, 23, 24. 26), Indicate that the 
subject of Christ's Second Coming is one concerning which many will be deceived. This should put us on 
our guard against any and every Ingenious and imaginative attempt to find an Interpretation of the pr0-

phetic Scriptures which will explain every detail and leave nothing to the understanding of the future. 

I. CERTAIN GENERAL PRINCIPLES OBTAINING IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN THE FIRST 
AND THE SECOND ADVENTS-V ... 4-14. 

1. That many will come is ChrIst's Name, saying, "I am Christ." There have been such 
deluded people, but the principle finda ever some new expression. By some, certain reform movements. 
and anything which aeama to make for world betterment, are spoken of as a Coming of ChrIat. 

2. Wars and rumors of wars. This cannot be applied to a particular period. At intervals, longer 
or shorter, ever since the words were spoken, there have been wars. The recent Great War, it is true, 
fu1filIed this prophecy on an unprecedented scale, but even that world-shaking conflict may be out-c:lasaed 
by greater wars. Here may we remark, that while war is to he deplored, and every effort made to avert it, 
thosa who know and believe the Bible will not believe in the SUCCBllB, this side of the Lord's Coming, of 
any effort to make war impossible. 

3. Famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, have periodically occurred. But perhaps 
these too, will come on an unprecedented scale. 

4. Persecution (VB8. 9, 10) haa been the Portion of the Church from the beKInnInI. These ex­
periences, however, may aIao be intensified In the future. A few years ago, In so-called Christian countries. 
we suPposed persecutions were at an end. But the persecuting spirit has returned; and we find the deniers 
of the faith filled with a hatred as bitter as that which kindled.the martyr·fires. 

5. False prophets are by no means a modern aftUction of the Church'. They have always 
been with us. But other Scriptures teach us to ez:pec:t that their number will greatly ~ (II Tim. 3; 
II Peter 2:1-3;"3:1-18), before the Lord'. Return. 

6. Neither is abounding iniquity a new thinA. Our newspapers serve up the wocld's iniqulty 
for breakfast; still we have scriptural warrant for believing that some day iniquity will burst forth 81 a 
ftood: The mystery of inlqulty doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken 
out of the way (II Theaa. 2:7). 

7. A particular time note is atruck in VI. 14: "This Gospel of the Kingdom", etc. Some there 
are who make "the Gospel of the Kingdom" to be the message of the Coming King rather than the Gospel 
of salvation to lost men. We reprd such an Interpretation 88 far-fetched, and prefer to believe the verse 
to mean that the witness of the Gospel shall be given to all nations before Christ c:omea. This should 
alford a mi&hty Incentive to missionary endeavor. But we have called attention to the frequent repetition 
of tlle fore-eolng IIgua that we ~y he warned to avoid the folly of dogmatically predicting the end; for 
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such prediction can be based only upon ignorance of the past. Whether we consider rumors of war, or 
famines, or pestilences, or persectioos,-there Is not ,a period of the Church's history that bas been exempt 
from these thiDgs. Therefore, we do well to exercise a little caution in our interpretation of Scripture. 

II. CONDITIONS IMMEDIATELY PRECEDENT TO THE SECOND ADVENT-V ... 15-26. 
ThIs Is a difficult ~ which seems to refer to JersuaIem's deatrw:tion in part (see Luke 21:20) ; 

but also to conditions preceding the Lord's Coming. 
1. Ventes 15 to 20 seem cIefID1tely to refer to what Is DOW history. But verses 21, 22, predict 

an unprecedented tribulati!m.-and verse 29 gives that tribulation place "iniinediately" before the Coming 
of Christ. Furthermore, it IS a tribulation to which the elect are subject. and it IS shortened for their 
sakes (va. 22). 

2. The P888IIP also predicts a areat apostasy (vs. 24) when false prophets, and even false chcIsts 
endued with -su~lluman--doubtless satanic powers, shall appear. Their deCeption will be so clever that 
"even the elect' shall be scan:ely immune. 

3. Against aU these decepdons we are warned and protected by belna Informed of the 
character of the Lord'. advent: As the lia:htning-euddenly, everywhere visible, apparently breaking 
in upon a great darkness. ThIs deals a death-6Iow to the doctrine that Christ has come already: "Behold 
He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him," etc. 
, 4. The Ilt'eBt tt1buladon (vas. 21-29) shall "immediately" precede, not follow the Comlna 
of Christ. We believe there Is much confusion respecting this matter. 

5. The Second Advent will be accompanied by unusual disturbances In the phYsIcal universe 
(va. 29). See also Acts 2:19, 20. ThIs effectively disprovejl that the Second Coming will be a spiritual 
coming. , 

6. The Comln$ of Christ wU1 mark the aaaembUnA of God's elect from the four winds. 
The rapture passage lD I These. 4:13-18 should be studied in this connection; also Matt. 13:36-43. 

7. The parable of the fIA tree Is Instrucdve. Luke adds, "and all the trees." Just as the budding 
trees proclaim the coming of spring, so the occurrences predicted presage the Advent. Some find in the 
fig tree a symbol of the Jewisli nation: withered away tlecause it ProduCed nothing but leaves, but after 
a long time showing-in the parIlble before us, signs of revival. In this connection Romans 9th and 11th 
chapters should be carefully studied. In one thing we may now well rejoice, that the Jews are everywhere 
showing a peculiar tenderness toward ChrIst. It reaU)' seems that while the Gentile heart is hardening 
toward Christ, the Jewish heart Is softening. Are the "Jews who are now turning toward ChrIst as early 
risers who are awakened by the first gray etreaks of dawn,-the vanguard of a multitude who will greet 
the world's bright morning when the Sun of Righteousness sha1l arise? Is this the interpretation of the 
parable of the fig tree? ' 

III. CERTAIN mSTORIC ALLUSIONS WmCH PROPHETICALLY DEFINE THE CONDITION 
OF THE END-V ... 36·39. 
Luke 17:26-30 refers to Lot as well as Noah. 
1. The d .. of Noah and of Lot were day. of areat 'Wickedness, from which we may learn that no 

millennium of nghteousnese will precede the Lord's COming. 
2. Precedfna these two historical judgments, tesdm0D7 and warnlnA were &Iven~Jn the 

one case by Noah; and in the other by the angels, and perhaps, in some small measure, by LOt. We have 
already seen that the witness of the Gospel must precede the Coming of Christ, that the Gospel must he 
given au nations as a witness. 

3. In each case some were saved out of the overthrow just as God's redeemed people wU1 
be raised (such as are dead), and with the living caught up to meet the Lord. 

4. In both _ evU prevailed "und! the 800cI came"-''the same day that Lot went out of 
Sodom.". . 

5. The judament by water and by Ire came with startUnA suddenneaa, and in a public and 
open way, so that it was seen by "every eye". , 

6. Notwlthstandlna, we are warned that of the day and the hour knoweth no man. The 
precious and inspiring truth of the Lord's, Return has been discredited and multitudes have been robbed 
of the comfort it is deSigned to give, by the foolish and Pl'eBUJIII)tuou attempts of men to foretell the time 
of ChrIst's Coming. When our Lord teIIe us that it is not kriown to the a:Dgels, and (Mark 13:32) that 
even the Son bas put that one event beyond HIs knowJed.ge,-thIs one ezception only emJ)hasizirig His 
perfect knowledge on other matters,-in view of tma. let It be emphaticaU)' declared that it Is nothing 
Short of wicked presumption for any one to attempt to set the day of Christ's Coming. 

7. An Intereat1n4 lIAht Is thrown on the universal vlslbillty of the Lord'. Comtna In v ... 
, 27,40,41; also Luke 17:34-36. Some one, we believe John Urquhart, has called attention to the fact 

that three'dlfferent hours of the twenty-four hour day are here referred to: the two in one bed-at mid­
night; the two grinding at the mill, according to EaStern custom, preparing the meal at day-break; and 
the two in the field at midday. These three classifications include the whole round globe. And when the 
Lord shall come, it may be InIdnight in one part of the earth, and midday in the other; and daybreak 
between: but HIs Coming will be as the lightning, and every eye shall see HUn. 

IV. A SOLEMN EXHORTATION TO WATCH-Vas. 0-51. 
Based on the certainty of His Coming, and also on the imposaibiUty of any one's knowing when 

He will come, we are admoDished to be always watching, and always waiting, that we may be reaay, aDd 
numbered among those who "love HIs Appearing". " 
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