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THE GOSPEL IN RUTH. 

'I'be Eighth Lecture of a ,Series on "'How to ·Study the Bi:ble," 
'By Rev. T. T. IShlelds, 

Delivered in Jarvis·St. Baptist Church, Toronto, T,uesday Evening, Feb. ?fl, 19213. 
" (Steoogm,phOc:aU>,' reported.) " I I"" on. "'joot <h's ..... "". as .1 ...... mot b ... On. imr ..... to th. 

O 
Lord Jesus ehrig!;. Thois whole ,Bilble, we have said again and again, 

, is as the King's ,palace wherein He is ;pleased ,to dwell; ,but we must 
come to it, not to see tb.e palace, but to !have Ilsud.fen,ce with the King 

-== Himself. iMany of you wm remember t-he almost extravagantly 
~~ eJtlInlssed ai!ection fol' h·ls friend which Tennyson gives us in hb 

Immortal, ''In Memoriam;" and 1 shOlild UIre to borrow two or three 
or his 'beautUu-l stanzas ,to make applieatdon of the principle' to 

wMOh, I have Just referred: . 

"A .happy lover who has come 
'fo look IOn :her tbaJt loves him weH, 
'Who 'Ughts and rings the gateway ,bell, 

And lea,rns her gone, and far from 'b,ome; 
"He saddens, all the magic ,light 

D-ies off at: 'once from Ibower and ihaH, , 
And aU the !place is dark, and all 

'1'11e ch'am'bers em.ptied of de.JigJh:t: 
"So find 1 every !pleasant spot 

'In wM,r..h. we two were wont to meet, 
The field, the chamber and the street, " 

For all is dark '/Where thou art not." 

Thus, in our study of the 'BIble, it lit! only as we ;find ou,r Beloved; as we 
find Him at home fn ,these !pages! '~ll we learn, to ~el1ght ourselves always 
in the law of the Lord.. :And if it ,be that we Lose Him, as sometimes we may. 
we shall do 'Well ~ emu'late the &pO)lse in the inspired ,Song of Songs. You 
will remember how she says, "I win lise nqw, and go about the city in the 
streets, and in tihe lbroad ways [ will seek h;liID wh~m my soul loveth: I SGught 
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him, 'but I found h.im not. T,he watchmen that ~o 81bout the city found me: 
to whom I said, .saw ye him whom my soul loveth? It was bull a little that 

'1 passed from them, ,but I found ;Jj:im whom my soul 10vellh: I ,held hi-m, and 
would not let him go." .A1:I 'We come to any ·particula.r 'passage of :Scripture it 
is well for us to pause ,on tihe tlhresh01d and to assure ourselves tIlhat He is 
the object of our search., and' Ilhe deGoire of our hearts. 1F0r when we seek Him 
in the Word of God with our whole hearts, He will .be found of us. . 

. 'The ·book of Ruth, Uke every other book of 'Scripture, is fun of the Lord 
Jesus. tlndeed it was written for the ·purpose of introducing us to Him. In 
the seventeenth verse of the 'last ohaptler you Ilui.ve these words: "An·d ·the 
women her .nei~bours ,gave U a name, saying, T.here is a son born t.o iNaomi; 
and they called Ms name Obed: . he is the father of Jesse, the ·father lO·f DaVoid." 

. And the ibook cl{)ses witl~ a genealogIcal table, which carries us ibaok to Pharez, 
the son to·f Tamar, the son of J,udall. The writer to the Hebrews particularIty 
reminds us that it is eviden·t that our 'Lord came out ().f Judah, of 'W·hich iMoses 
spaoke nothing concerning the priesthood. And dn that great argument tor 
the sllJlleriol'ity of bhe 1IriesthoOO of our Lordi Jee-us, ·the writer makes a special 
.point of the fact that Jesus dtld not come of the priestly tr\.be: but for a 
knowledge of His direct descent from Judah, through 'his Ibirth 'Of the famny 
of Pbarez, we are chiefly indebted to the ,book o'f !Ruth. N{)w do not pass over 
these genealogical taJbles; do not disregard what seem to 'be sometimes the 
drier and -less -int.eresting ;portions of Scri¢ure; flor tif you examine them 
carefully you wiH ·find that ihldden away l!J)long alm{)st unpronounceable names. 
which in places' crowd each other Idke migh.ty tTees of a forest, or Uke great 
rocks in a weary Iand,-hidden away among them you w1lI llnd some precious 
nu.ggets of truth, aU of them ltinking us Utp in Slome way or another to O'I1r 
Lord Je&IlS Ohrist. Th.e book, then, ·is a link in the record' of the ldneage of 
David's greater iSon. 

This Ibook must. have :been written at· a ·time willen David· bad already 
become ·famous in rsrael; for the out1Stand'ing feature of the book is that it is 
a story of the antecedents to,f David, the S'On of Jesse. lIIe was a:lready a eon­
spicuOoUs oflgure dn Itb.e hiStory of God's people when this book was WTi.tten; 
otherwise his genealogy wouId not 'have been' of any ,partdcular interest. It 
must haVoC ·been \\Titten all a date long Illfier. th.e events recorded in the ibook 
occurred. In the ,last chapter of the :boo,k we are reminded of a custom that 
had Cormerly o'btltined: "Now this was IIhe manner ·In former time ~n Israel 
con.cernin.g redeem·lng and concern'lng changing. for to confirm all' th.ings; a 
man plucked off his shoe, and gave 1t to his neigh-bour: and this was a testimony 
in Israel." But the practice 'had .fallen into d1suse at the time ,tb.e story was 
written, and he insert.s th;1s elCP'lanator.y WlOrd in order that illis readers may 
underst'and why 1B0az plu·cked off h·is shoe .. These matters give us some indi­
cation of when the book was wl'itten; ·but, while written -in David's day, ()r 
later, its ill1story, as its opening 'vers~ informs us, belongs to the day!' when 
the jud'ges ruled·. Therefore, you have that. ilro'blem to solve, as to h.ow tthe 
writer oblla.ined his -informaJti.oll of that which ha,ppened S{) long ,before with 
such 'wealth of deta1l; 'for .certainly ·it could not have :been written 'by one 
who was a contemporary lO·f the events recorded.. ,The facts ,pro:bably were 
o·btadne·d, or 'knowledge of tihem, from other documents; Ibut the w·hole story 
bears unmistaJka.bly IIhe stamp of divine inspiration. 

T.h.e 'book of Ruth ·is r.eally one of the m·ost charming id·yl,ls to be ;Ilound in 
all ·the realm of Uter·ature. 'If it had ,been possible to lose this story from the 
canon of IScripture. and :th.en to ha-Ve ·rediscovered 'it among some old m.anu. 
scripts, and to have read it a,s.k1ng tOne's self lIhe question, where did tMs come 
from? who wrote it? Wihat is itS purpose?-if one were to ap.proach -it almost 
witbhout the assumption of its having a divine origin, there is something a.bout 
the story 'il1.aelf, its .inherent 'beauty, its intrinsic moral and spiritual worth. 
wh'lch dJ.fferentiates 'It from all merely human productions. lit seems :flo me it 
is 4mpossi,ble ·to read .the. story of Ruth without .fe~Un.g -it ·has its legitimate 
place in the canon of ,Scnpl1ure. It is beyond any; question an integral Part o.r 
the Word of God. 

In Ilassing, I just want incidentally to as-k this question, which a,ptplies to 
othe'r po·rtllons o·f 'Scripture as well as the book of Rutlh: willat is it that dis­
tinguishes Ilbe insqJ'ired Word from all ()ther 'boo'ks', whe~r it be Genesis. 

; , 

; I 



Aiprtl 1, 1926. THE GOSPEL WiTNESS (943) 3 

Exodus, Lev-itlcus, iN'um;bers, -Deuteronomy, Jos·hun, J·udges, Ruth, Samuel, 
King·s, Chronicles, or any other book-what -is ,it that separates it, an1i differ­
entiates -it from any other kind of 'literature, Wlhich ml!-kes you instinctively 
feel as you read it, this 'is ·different from anytMng to ·be ·found in auy other 
boOk? fl'he .Bible ihas !been transla.ted -into more ,languages than any other 
book; but no matter :into what language it is translated, :1t remains the _ille 
book of di-stin-ctlon; it stands oull a thing apar·t. It has been translated iIrio 
languages which have been ·reduced to wl'iting 'by the missionaries of the cross. 
Men :have ·gone .int.o Africa aud to other parts of the world am,ong savage trdbes, 
and have spent years picking up words that fell .from their Ups, and gradually 
reducing the spoken word to a wrillten language, campmng dictionaries, formu­
lating grammars; and then th.ey :have translated the Bi'ble ·into the speech of 
the people-in many cases the -first ,book of the -language t.o ,be so translated. 
and w·hen ;1t is thus translatoa1i, U has ,the same obarm; tJhe same peculiarity; 
bbere'is something a'bout it that differentiates 'it from all 'Other literature .. 

What is that something -in the .Word of 'God which no lan,guage can dis­
guise, w·Mch no id,iom can conceal? You have Observed Ilhat there are some 
people who seem to ,100'k weIl D'O matter -how they are dressed. I mean some 
ladies, of ·course: y.ou do not ipay attention to how men are dressed. 'But 'there 
are some lidieS! who seem to have an air of distinction about them, no matter 
how tlLey are dressed; whether tmey are dressed in the fashion or out of 'the 
fashion, It m'aJl:es no d,ifference. Y.ou ·know what I mean? I cannot explain it, 
but the plainest frock worn ,by 6'ome women seems t.o be an adornment. Some­
one remarks (confidentially, to a .fl'ien1i, of course), "1 saw iMrs .. So-and..80, 
or !Miss So-and-So, wM.h a new dress to-day. I shou,ld Uoke to have one like it.'· 
But when they get ill and; iput it on they d,o not Uke it at all. They think It. is 
the fault of the dress; -they 'Wonder what -in the world is the matter; tihey do 
not- understand it.', But the dntimate ,friends of llhat lady whose dress was so 
attractive say, ''You 'know she can wear anyth'ing." I r~memJ>er Diy mother, 
willen mildly ;protesting against the careless disr.ega.rd of the 'pr.oprieties by 
certain people, saying, ''They seem to Ilhink that anyth:1ng becomes them." Of 
course, fihe was speaking o-f m.anners; and oft is not true of maIU.lers: any sort 
of manners ·are no.t !becomdng. iBut. it is true ,in' ,the matter ot dress in respect 
to some ,peo:ple, that almost anyth-ing is :becoming. II su.ppose it is because of 
some dis11inction o.f figure, some grace of carriage, an indefina.ble something 
that ,puts music a.nd Poetry into every pose and motion; and so the dress 
instead of being an adornment, !fs dtself adorned: by the person who wears j,t 

Now there is something IIJbout the Scnpture, there is something 'Within i~ 
that gives distinctiOOl to the language -in whtch dts ,trnth ,is e~ressed, no matter 
what bhat language may ,be. It is the ibeaut1,f.u'~ souI o.f 'ilhe 'Scripture itself; it 
is the divinely revealed purpose IOf redemption running through every book, 
and ,that .fs so ddfferent fl'OIIlj anythdng to :be ,found anywhere else, wh,ich gives 
beauty and grace and glory to the language in which ;that soul is clothed; it 
is the thoU!&'ht of God: in this Book, and even Wlben clolmed in defective human 
speech, t.he thought of God, is always gloriOUS. ·'1'he unity of the books of 
'Scrt.pture is :both good and pleasant, as! w.hen ,brethren dwell together. ·in undty: 
"It ,is Uke the precious ointment upon Ilhe ·head, that ran down upon the 'beard, 
even Aaron's ,beard: that went down to the IIkirts of his garments." The 
anointing oil alllOinted the whole person, until. the fragraJl,ce of the divt.ne 
a'p,provaI was shed ·forth from the whole man. Thus, there is a savor of OhristJ 
about the whole Bible: "T·hy name-says the spouse in the Song-is as oint­
ment poured forth." Dr. Frost was speaking .to us on Sunda.y morn-ing about 
Aaron's garments ,being "fur glory and for !beauty;" and Wlhat the g'arments 
o.f Aaron were to the 'Person of tlhe ihigh-priest, :the language o.f Scripture' is 
to. the person of·our ~rd. Jes'us Christ. ·TiIleyare but garments "for glory and 
for :beauty;" and it is the PersOOl of JeSIUs con,cealed andi yet revealed in every 
page and in every verse of 'Scrdpt.ure-the incomparable Savtour, "the chiefest 
among ten thousand," and the "altogetber lovely" Son o.f God.-It is Jesus in 
the Bible that makes the Bible ddfferent from all other lbooks, and· it is the 
all-!persuasive ,presen'ce of Jesus ,in the book of .Ruth ,th'at gives' it Us chief 
charm. T,hus we turn bo this as we turn to the gospel. 

IHow well this story lays the foundation for & revelation of Him Who. W88 
"a man of sorrows, and acqua.inted wi,th grief." ''(Now it came to;pass in- the 
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days when ·the judges ru~ed, that there was a famine ;in the land. 'And a certain 
man of Beth-lehem-judah went to sojourn in 1lhe country of Moab, he, and his 
W'iie, anil his two sons. And the name of the man was 'Elimelech, and the name 
of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons MaJL10n and OhiIoion, Ephrathites 
of Beth-lehein-juda;h. And they ,Came into the country of .Mowb, and continued 
there. A-,nd 'Elimelech, Naomi's husband, dded,; and she was ~ef.t, and her two 
sons. And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the onc 
was, Orpa.h., and the name of' the other Ruth: and :tihey dwelled there about 
ten years. And Mahlon and Chillon died also both of them; and the woman 
was left of her two' sons and her 'hUSband." Wiha,t a glolomy story!---,famine, 
poverty, emigration, death" death aga;in, death again: 1lhree times tiIle dark 
angel comes in-to this home. This is the foundation up,on w,Mch this marvellous 
story -is 'based. 

'Sihe heard "that the Lord had vIsited hIs ~OIP"le in giving ,them bread," 
and &he decided to return home aglllin, alld her two daughters-in-law wenb witill 
her. But on.the 'way I:!ih.e ,bade them retul'n tlO their people. Orpah ~issed her 
and returned, but Ruth continued with her. Wihat about Ruth? She was tiIle 
grandmotiller of DliLVid; she was 1lhe ancestress of our 'Lord; 'her II>l00d was in 
His veins; lbehold, she was a woman (l,r MOlllb, outside tihe ,pale of Israel; she 
was a iMoa;bitess, and the Moabites iliad given the people of Israel no reason 
to ibe ,kindly disposed toward them.: a. woman of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; and yet she shows a particular qualUy that is to find its highest exem­
plification dn 'ber glorious Son ,Who is to come in the dtim and distant future. 
"Beihold, t'hy sister-in-law is gone IbIlIck unto her rpeople, and unto iller gods," 
said Naomi to' Ruth, "return thou after thy sl50ter-in-law." And where win you 
find anywhere outside of the Bible a passage Uke this? Oh, the musdc o,f it! 
You know they say -that if yOou pick up a shell from nhe sea.-shore and put it 
t.o your ear yOll1 can hear the sea roaring. rnhey used -to tell me that VtiLen I 
was a child. The echo of the' music in which it was ,born is still withdn. And 
this is a little Ibd-t of, heaven let dJown to ear1lh, an,d if, you put it to your ear 
you can catch the.echo of the song <l'f the redeemed, the mighty holy Hallelujahs 
of the sky: "Intreat me not to leave thee, or to ret'llrn from following after 
thee: ,for w-Mther thou! goest, I w-iJ.l go; and where, thou 'lodgest, :1 will lod,ge: 
thy ~OIple shaH ,be my people, and thy God m,y God: where thou diest, will I 
die, and there '\V'lll I ,be buried: the Lord do so 100 me, and more' also, if o-ught 
b¥t death part thee and me." "And I give unto them et.ernal Ufe; and they 
&~a.H never ,perish, neither Sohall any man pluck them ou-t of my 'hand. My 
Father, which gave them me, 1s greater than aU; and n.o man' is alble to pluck 
them outo of my Father's hand." There is a suggestion, a promise and 'prophesy 
of One Who &ha11 'be' &tlH more constant., and Wh'o wHI never leave nOor forsake 
those whom He loves_ ' 

I rejoice to remember tihat iRuth was a 1M0a;b1tess; and if yoou go back over 
,Ule 'king Une of our: Lord's genealogy you will find not only the name of Rulli 
:the Moabitess, but of iRahab the iharlot, and Tamar as weH: ''For verily, he 
took nob on him the Iiat.u-re of angels; ibut ih.e too'k on him the seed of Abra­
ham." He was made like ,unto His :brethren; He was one with us; He stooped 
to the ~owest depths; He made 'H!lmself of no T9p'll'tatilon; He came to give 
,hope to' every slnner_ Yet, here, illy ddvine graoe, you have the very noblest 
vIrtue sbining out of tihe character of bhe M08;bitess': toucbed ,by Isrlll9l's God 
and 'by the grace of His Spirit, she ib.ad evidenUy ,been made oiher than she 
was by na,ture. And! the tie whi,ch Ibound :her to Naom'i was .fundamentallv 
a religious t'le; for she saM, "Thy 'p60rple shall be my pea,ple, and thy God my 
G~.d;'" 

'OAh grace! into unlikeliest hearts, 
n is Thy 'boast- to come; 

, The glory of Thy l-ig.ht to find 
-In dai'kest spots a home!" 

Last week I spoke ~bou-t the book Oof Jullges as a book of rprov1de~ce; S{) 

fr~ ,Ws; and so is every boo~ of the Bible. When Naomi, after ber albsence of 
~en years. returned to, 'Beth-lehem, the ,people gathered about and they said . 

.. Is this Naomi? And she s8!id unt'O them, Call me not Na.omi,' call me Mara: 
for 'the ~1m1gh~y hath deaIt very ,bitterly with me. I went out, full, and the 
Lord hath·brought me 'home agadn empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing 

" i 
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the Lord 'hath testified agwinst me, and llhe Almighty ohath afflicted me? So 
Naomi returned, and :Ruth the Moa;bitess, her daug.hter""n·law, with her, whIch· 
returned out. of the country 'Of ·Moab; and they came to Beth-Iehem in the 
beginning (J,f ,barley harvest." ,'How many lIeo!ple bhere are who tal,k ];ike that! 
-"the A·lmlgb-ty Ihath -d'ea'It very 'bitterly' with me." They would change the'lr 
name, and yet 

"The threads our hands in blindness spin 
oN 0 self·determined .plan weaves ,in: 

The 9h.ilttle of the unseen !pOWers 
Wor·ks out. a pattern nQt as Qu·rs." 

"1 went olib .f.uU," she said', "and the 'Lord hath ibrought me hQme agaiDi empty." 
NO', she came 'back again with 'Ruth, and she was' to discover ·that she had found 
her fortune after all dn the land of ,Mioab. Thus the Lord blesses His people, 
and !brings His ;purposes of grace to pass. . . 

In the second ehaJpter you will find that Rut:h's poverty senlis 'her forth 
to glean after bhe rea.peJ'8. And let me ,pause here to say ·that for some l'eatlOn 
known only to Himself God's purposes of 'gra.ce seem to Ihave run very largely 
th.r.o.ugh the liv.es of poor ·people. Abraham was not a rich man -until God 
made him so. When Jacob went awa.y from home he had noth·ing, 'but when 
he ·came 'back 'he' confessed "witih my staff ,I lIasse-d over thIs Jorda;n; and 
now I am become two ibands," . When J'OBeph went away from ·home he not 
only ·had nothing, he was nothing; he' was sold for sUver; and yet God 
br,o'ughb him to the. throne. !Moses became rlch because he was :breught u.p in 
the heuse of Pharaoh's daughter; but It was' not until he ibecame ,poor that 
God could 40' anythin,g with him; and he Iii noted' dn t-his record as haVoing 
esteemed ~'the reproaoh. of Christ greater riches than ·the treasures -In Egypt." 
And so on. all bhe way down threugh the Book. And when Jes\ls wouM .esta.b­
USh His Ohurch upon earth, He 'liid not dO' }d·ke they do nowadays: if the 
ch,urch o,f to-day wants to do some great. thing, ~ts lead~rs have a luncheon 
down town, and they ;invite the rich men of the city to come together, and they 
say' a lob Qf'complimentary thin·gs to each other and talk about the big thing 
that they are going to 'put I()ver.' They think that ·that is doing the Lord's 
wQrk. 'That ·is not ,hQW God docs His work,; it.' is not how He did it In the 
beglnn·lng; it Is not how He does it ·now: He ohOee f.tb.e poorest people. The 
first great ,preacher, the Pentecostal preacher, had to say, "SUver and gold have 
I Dl()ne; ,but such as II: have give I thee." AU through the New Testament you 
"'ill find it true; and down through the history ot.' bhe Christian Ohurch God 
bas fQr His ewn wise reasons taken' the' ".things 'which are nev, toO bring to 
'!lought th·ings that are: that no flesh should .glory in his ,presence." And here 
is a .woman who ·Is immortaUzed by having .her name wrrltten upon bhe .;pages 
of "the word :of God, whIch liveth and wbideth for ever," w·he was so poor that 
she had to gO eut 'into the ·fiel'li to glean after the reapers. Therefore, If wo 
are .poor to·ni-ght we must net be discouraged; and In ·the slIirilmal sense It ds 
not unMI we know that. we are poor that'we ever .become ric.h.; it is not until 
we lbecome empty that w~ are really filled. "I went out full," sadd Na.oml, '~and 
the Lord habh brou·gh-t me home again em·pty." It 1s not until we are heLpless 
In ourselves that God ds alble to bless us. 

And Ruth went to .glean after the reapers, "and her hap was to light on 
a part of t'he field. belon'ging unto Boaz." WeH, what do you mean :by 'happen'? 
If you mean .oo.ance, then it is not true; U you mean ,thab )'10'11 did not know 
the ;purpose bah·ind that ordinary occurren,cc, then your langu.age Is permiBSllble, 
Ruth }ittle knew what was In that apparent happen·lng when she .came upon 
the field ().f ·Boaz. Thus, tIear friends', God leads His elect to-day. You know 
the sweeb story of h'ow Boaz came ·into the field: and said unto the reapers, 
"Whose damsel Is this?" And they said, "It Is ·the! 'MioabltiBh damsel that came 
back with Nal?ml eut of the country of !Moab." II'hen Boaz lbegan to take an 
Interest in her, and he said to the reapers, "Do not forbid her; let her follow 
afOOr you; and do not clean up the fields too closely where she is gleaning; 
but let fall some of the han'li'fuIs of pur.pose ·for her." And: to Ruth he said, "It 
bath fully 'been s'~ewed me aU that thou hast. dt>ne unto thy mother-in-law since 
the death of thine husband,. . . . The Lord recompense thy werk and Ii 
full re~aro be given thee of. the Lord Goti o.f. Israel, under w:hose .w!n8s. tlhou 
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art come to trust." Boaz 'knew why she hadi come, t'ha.t she had oome to trus~ 
under the shadow of God's wings. By th.e way, when you read those stories, 
EU.p.pilsed to be funny stories, a:oout >the Impossibility of get'Hug along with a 
mother-In-law read this inspired story; ·for there are mothers-in-law anti 
mothers"ln-la~; and there are daughters-in-law and daughters-In-law; and i·f 
a mother-In-law cannot get along with her d·aughter-in-law, let tlhem 'both trust 
under the shadow of God's wings, and they wlll iboth be happy there. 

Hiow .fun of human n'ature tMs story is, and yet how full, too, of divine 
In9P'lratJion: "And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou Ihitlher, and eat 
of the .bread, and d@ thy morsel 4n the vinegar_ And she sat beside the 
reapers: and he reached her parched, corn, and she did" ea.t, and was su·mced." 
An-d coming home her mother-In-law said unto her, "iWhere hast thou gleaned 
to-day?" Ruth In sincerity told the stlory: "I went out to glean and I just 
h8ll}pened to get into the field of a man called· Boaz." "Boaz?". said NlIIOmj, 
"why he Is one of our next. kJinsmen." "Yes," said Rubh·, "and he told me that 
I was not to go In' any other field, 'but 1lhat II was t'C? ,kee.p fast by his reap.ers 
unbll the en-d of bp.rley harvest." "And 'Naomo! said: unto Ruth her daughter­
In-law, -It Is good, my daugh·ter, that thou go out witlh his maidens, that they 
meet thee not In any lOt-her field." When Boaz reached her t.he parched corn 
she ate and was sufficed. And when our Hoaz gives us' a dainty bit, as we sl·t 
down under His shadow and find His ·fruit sweet ·unto our baste, there Is a 
flavor, there is a something about' the meal that He .provoldes wMch cannot be 
found anyw.b.ere else. i[.t is a blessed thing to 'learn the secret Df sh·iltting 
yourself up to the fields of Boaz, and taking bhe good sound, sane advice of 
Naomi, "Let them meet thee not In any other field. ILetl it ,be Boaz or nobody." 

We are now come to the third chapter, and I confess it.is an extrordlnary 
chapter: It ·tells bhe "tory of the courtship IOf Boaz and! Ruth. II suppose some 
people would regard :the story as ·unique; they would say 1t is dIfferent from 
all (lther stories of (l()urtshi-p. I·t Is, ot course, an old world: story; but th.e 
outstanding chara.cterlsUc of n, and bhat whi-ell makes it so different from 
any IOther story of courtship that ever was known Is·that the woman helped a 
H.ttle! You see that, don't you? She d1d not leave 'l·1' aU t·o Boa'll to do; she 
-dId a Mt.tle herself. Of course, ~n real Ilfe they never do that! They are such 
elu.sive creatu"res! ;,.r>ha~ Is ono interpretation; but may there not be anobher? 
I wonder 'If -It means this: that the Bi·ble Is after all' the one 'book In the 
world t'hat Is a perfect mirror of human nat.ure; and tlells the truth aJbo'llt 
thdngs; and that It Is brave enough to ·tell tiLe truth even about tMs? 

Tba.t .Is the >human side of It, but think of bhe spiritual application. The 
Lover of our souls wHl .forgive us U we make love to Him; He wll-1 forgive us 
If we seek Him, when we know that He is s'eelrJing us; He wllI forgive us i-f 
we make'a ready and willing and he~rty .response to the a.ppeal of His affection: 
"'When ·thou sai-d,st, Seek ye my face: my heart said unto :thee, Thy face, Lord, 
w!ll I seak." There Is a mutuality a.bout Ilhe relationsh·ip of the soul to Christ 
a·fter all. 0 yes, I 'believe that salva.tion :is of grace, I 'beHeve 'in God's sovereign 
electing love; but I ,believe the love 0'( our Hoaz js so wonde.rful that He has 
a way (l·f wooing us and winndng us In sp.!te of ourselves, so that we become 
His 'willing slaves:, . _ 

For, ah, the Master 'is so fair, 
·So sweet His smile on banlis'hed men 

Tllat they who meeb HIm unaware 
. Can never' rest. on earth again. 
And bbey who see Him risen, afar, 

On God's right hand to welcome them; 
Forgetful. stand of home and 'land 
. DeSiring ·fair Jerusalem. 

. This story, as far as we have go~e to this third chapter, provIdeS a very 
str·lking illustration of what constilmtes true faith. Faith, atter all, Is not a 
product of reason. lFaith . .ls a dlv:lne In·tu-ltJ1on; It is a spiritual instinct; dt is 
1jomething t.hat is born 'in us by the ·Splrit of God. Yes, tohe ·Lord. said, "1.'Ihe 
ox· kno.weth .hls owner, and ·the ass his master's cr~b-spea;klng of the people 
In e. state or,ap-ostasy-but Israel doth not know, my people' doth not consider." 
BJ1t ·the soul. 11h&t ·ls· real.ly bom lO.r the iSplrit of God bas a kind of extra sense, 

i 
I 
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anaiogous to the feminine sense in the material realm. 'Psychologically, It is 
a fact that women are d:ifferent ·from men. Very few women reason. Now do 
not be offended by my saying that. -It Is true. A great many J1len do not 
reason elbher; !buv very ·few women reasoill. 'IVley do not .coont things up 
like men do; ,they are a sort of ready reckoner; they get the result by some 
mysterious means that no 'one on earth can e,qllaln. You aSik a w()man her 
reason for doing a oortaln thing, and she wiU generally answer, "Because,"­
"Because-" with a dash a.fter it, because ndbody iknO'Ws 'Willy, and she doesn't 
E'ither. But tn her jud'gmenv' at many things' she is 'right; she leaps to II­

conclusion while her slow, plodding, ·huS'band lumbers along behind her, 
reaSondng his way through. 'It is instinctive with a ehl1d to trust· its father 
or mother. "For Iby grace are ye saved through :faith; and that not of your· 
selves: it is t-he gif.t of God." 'S,pdritua-l faith, that out-going of the soul which 
understands God and whioh lays illold of God, ols' so,meth,ing that is begotten 
w·itMn us Illy the 'Holy Ghost, that is not natural at all. (He ihas ;put His Spirit 
In our ih.earts teachin·g us too -cry "A:bba Father." We caU Him Father: 'We 
know He is our Father ,because His Spirit 1s withIn us. 

Now Naomi had been away a long time, but when s-he came back, and 
when she heard that 'Boaz had taken knowledge ()f .her daughter-in-law, that 
he had Bent her 'home laden wdtib. barley, and that ille had let ·fall also some 
hand.fuls. of pUl'POBe for her, she said Inst1n·cMvely-i.f 'I may paraphrase her 
saying,--"N&:w give holm ihis f.ull opportunity; do not go in any other field 
t.o 'glean; YOU depend aboolutely ·upon him. .He is our near kinsman, and I 
feel that he bas a great heart and a purpose of love concerning you·." Then 
in th.e th'lrd chaJpter when Ruth came home and tJold her how 'Boaz had spoken 
to' her, Naomi uttered these wonderful words: '~Siv stUl, my daughter, until 
th()u know how the matter w111 ·faB: for the man wUl not !be in reSt, until he 
have :finl&hed the thing this 'day, I think .1 kn<lw Boaz, and having 'begun the 
thing 'he wiU finish it. I beHeve that- he W'l:ll IIl8Ike olt his IXLIIIin ibus1ness~ and 
that he will do nothing else until he has 1uLftUed his pur:pos-e respeotin·g you. 
You just wait and trust Mm." . . . 
. Is n()t that the attjtud~ of soul than we ought always to assu·me :taward 
our Beloved? "Sit still, my s()ul, until tb.ou know how the matter will fa:ll: for 
your 'Redeemer wm not be ~n Nlsi until he ihave :fI.nished the thing bhols day." 
He will save· us; He w111 save us for ever! By a spiritual ·instinct. we know 
the divine Bl'idegroom will never ibe ohar.ged wdth breaoh o,f ,promise. The 
MarrJage ()of the Lamb 'WHl certainIy come, and. at His appointed hour ~i wUl 
be said, "The marriage of the Lamb is come, and ibis wife hath made iherself . 
ready." 

The ·last chapter Is fuU of dnteresb. .B~z tells Ruth ·in :th.e thIrd chapte~ 
. that while he Is a near .kinsman, he is not the nearest ik1nsman. He said, 

"There is another nea·rer than 'I, and. I shall have to give Mm his· o.pportunity 
according to law .. I shall have to give.ihim 'Ms 'chance to redeem his ,Inheritance 
If he wants to. And then j.f he does noll Nldeem 1·t, iI 'W.m redeem it. r will 
stand: back, and I will see if there Is any other eye to pity, i.f there is' any 
other arm to save; and: if there be not, then mine own eye shall pity, and mine 
own ·arm shall bring salvation." 

Do you see the analogy? 0 no! Jesus was not our kinsman; He 'Was 
not our nex·t ()f kin: He !became ()ur 'kolnsman in . order Ilhat He might bave a 
right to redeem. He gave the first Adam his fuI} chance, and he tailed: 

"0 loving wisdom ()f our G,od, 
When aU was sin and shame; 

A second Adam to the figIDt, 
And tG t'he rescue' came. 

"0 wdsest love that fiesh- and .blood 
WhIch did ·in Adam .fall, 

ShouId strive afresh against th.e f()e, 
Shou'ld strive and should prevail." 

'"'l'b.en went Boaz up to t'he gate, and. sat Mm down th·ere: and, behold, 
the kinsman of whom Boaz Bi>a.ke came by; unto ;wihom !he said, Ho such a 
one! turn aside, 8'It d()wn 'here. And he tU~ed aside and sat down. And he 
took ten men of the elders of :the city, and said, Sit ye down heNl. And they 
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sat down. And ,he said unto the kiins'man, Naomi, that is come a·gBlin out 
of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our .brother 1 

Elimeleoo's: an·d I thoughb to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before ·the in­
ha'bitants, and 'before the elders of my ~€ople. lof thou will redeem -it, redeem 
it: 'but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, tha.t ·1 -may know: for there 
is none to redeem it besIde .ulee; and I am aftler thee. And -he said, -I wHl 
redeem it. Then said Boaz, Wlhat day th.ou buyest, tme field, of t:he land 0-£ 
Naomi, .thou must buy It also of Ruth the MoabiteSf1, th.e wife of the dead, to 
raise up the name of the dead upon his inherit'8.nce." Do you see?-he had 
to take Ruth along-not only -the··farm but somebody with it: that was quite 
another story, wasn't dt? "And the k,insman said, I <:annot redeem it for 
mYBelf, lesll :I mar mine own in~eritance: redeem thou my rl~ht to tbyseU; 
for I cannot redeem it." Then follows t,he passage I quoted: "Now this was 
the manner In former Ume in Israel concerning redeem-ing and concerning 
changl..ng for to confirm alI things; a man plucked off his moe, and gave it to 
Ms neighibour: and this was a testimony In Israel. ,1\herefore the kinsman 
said unto Boaz, Buy it fo1'1 thee. So he drew off his' shoe. And Bo-az said unto 
the elders, and unbo all the jpeople, Ye are witnesses thds -day, that I have 
'bought all that was' EUmelech's', and all that was Chilion's and 'Mahlon's, of 
the hand of Naomi. !Moreover !Ruth the !M.oalbltess, tb.e- 'W'Ife of Mahlon, have 
I purchased to be iny mfe, to raise up the name of the dead -u.ponill'ls inheritance, 
that. the name of the dead' be nob cut off f.rom amon.g hds ,brethren, and .from 
the ga'te ot h·ls ,place: ye are witnesses this' -day. And all :the Pilople that 
were In the gate, and the eidem, SIlIid, We are witnesses." 

,So Boaz played :bhe part of the redeemer: Ihe paid ·the 'Price !because there 
was none obher to perfor·m a kins~an'8' part. 'llhus are we ·redeemed ,by the 
.precious blood' of Christ in the presence of witnesses. ,lof -I hli.d time to draw 
the veil and project this ;passage hack to ·the f,ounda-t!on of th,lngs, we should 
:find that long ago Jesus entered into an engSigement,-"the mediator of the 
new covenanb," "the Lamb sla.fn--as we 'have seen in other lectures-.from the 
foundation of the world"-and Jesus entered Into an engagement to purchase 
a Bride. .Somebody as'ked me the other day what I thought. was the meaning 
of the para:ble of the 'merohant man "who, when he ,ha-d found one ;pearl of 
great ,p,rice, went and sold aU that 'he had, and 'bougiht lb." Does the merchant 
represent a soul seeking salva-t!on? I think not. Our glorious Lord Jesus ·It! 
the merchant. man who went seeking goodly 'pearls, and His heart discerned 
His Ruth, a ,pearl of ,great price--;the Church w-hiocb. Het would make His ,bride; 
an-d dn order that He .mi,ght have it He sold all bhat He had and bought It. 
Jesus Invested His all upon Calvary; He .purchased His ·bride with HIs heart's 
blood. What 'Naomi said Boaz would do, our ,Boaz accomplishe!1. He was 
never in rest, until He cried'; '''It is finished." . 

,And 80 -does our Lord Jesus' oooose His Bride from among the aliens. 
O.b, how wonderful t.hat ·is! ''!Moreover Riu·th the :lVIoalb1tess, the wi·fe of M·a;hlon. 
have I purchased to be my wi·fe"~ widowed soul, he- enr:1ched with all bhe 
wealth (Jf his great affection, and of hIs great estate; . the oue from whom 
all .hope Ihad departed hOoPed again. Rutlb. became the ·gran-dniother of Davici, 
and was given a place ·In the honoured list af the ancestors of our Lord. 0 
marvel of grace! That He should love one :whose affection the world, and f.tb.e 
flesh, :have engaged. 

I h·ave made only the !barest suggestions to )'lOU to-nlght; ,but I wish you. 
would take the ibook of Ruth· and, read 1t over, and over, and over again, until 
you see Jesus on every page of dt. 'It W'iU help you to slnllll stUI more Iheartlly. 

"0 Christ!, He is the Fountain, 
The deep, sweet weH of love; 

The streams on earth I've tasted, 
More deep ['11 drink above: 

. There, to a'll ocean fulness, 
His mercy doth expand, 

- And glory, glory dwelleth 
In Immanuel's land. 

"0 I am my Beloved's 
And my Beloved Is mine! 

/ 

/ 
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He ,brings a ,poor vUe sinner' 
Into His house of wine: 

I stand upon His merit, 
I know no other stand, 

Not e'en where glory dweHeth 
In Immanuel's land." 

(94'9) • 

May 'He help us to love Him more and more ,for His Name's sake. 

AN OPEN LETTER. 
. 'To the Chancellor, the Faculty and Mem'bers of the Governing Bodies 

of McMaster UrtlversUy, the Secretary of The Foreign Mission Board, 
and Any and All Other Baptists Who Take McMaster's Side In the 
Present Controversy. . 

Dear Brethren: 
Fro-m time to time dt :has ,been reported t.o me that oertain officials of 

McMaster Unive·rsity, and 'o,there who defend :her presenll course, in private 
conversation, and. ,in other ways, have ,charged and do now charge me, as 
Editor of The Gospel Witness, with writing and' ·printing tohat which 19 not 
t.rue respecting' 'McMaster University. 'Only last.'week a Baptist minisber called 
to see me 'and told me of one who descrihed me with the ugly word "l'lar". 

I have been aware that lohis campaign hy which I am privily slail.dered 
with the tongue has been"'earried on for some years. For years McMaster 
has refused to meet tme Issue IOf Modernism, and has defended herself against 
her critics hy thus -besmirching the charaoters of' those who woltness against 
ller. ;By the method above referred to I have been represented before :thousands 
in the Denomination as a man whose word on any subject cannot be 'believed.' 

'I am n()t concerned: ab()ut my own ·reput:ation. The one who 'believes 8D 
evil 'report whioh is untrue a.b()ut. another, injures himself ra.ther than the 
person slandered; Ibut'l am concerned for the interests of tbe Gospel for whiab. 
in this matter,· I have en-deavoured to bear my humble testimony. 

Forbunately, Diy ISunday sermons are reported, and cne a week is printed; 
and I understand that the charge o,f delibllrate and, wiIoful untrutMulness Is 
laid a·gainst that whi·ch a.ppears in the lPages of The GospeZ Witness. My 
opponents therefore 'have the advantage over me in tWs, that my aBeged 
untrutohful utteran'ces or writ~ngs are ()n record. 'l:f it be a fact othat The Gospel 
W-£tness is a false witness, it ()ught to ,be possihle to prove Its falsity. . 

The churches of our Denomination have been br()u,ght into a deplorab'-y 
divided state. The controversy has 'been carr,led into eve~y church. 

I submit If my testimony respecting MClMastoar ·be ,true, tt ought to be 
heecled Iby our people. If i.t !be not true, and I be, as is alleged, a false witness, 
and a wilful and wicked disturber ()f the Denomination's peace, I ought to be 
silenced. 'I therefore issue ,to you the followIng chaLlenge: 

1 challenge y,ou ind1vidually and collectively to a. pub1'lc debate ,in !Massey 
Hall or other suibalble public building on the question of whether or not. TAB 
GospeZ ,WitnC8s has ,been guilty of de1i:berate falsification as 'has ,been alleged. 
I will meet you one at a time or all together, and afford you the fullest oppor­
tun-tty to prove your charges I()of faIse witness, an'd thus to infiict on me the 
lDGBt! terrible hum11iation to w.hich. a ,public man was ever subjected. 

iMy only stipulations are: (1) That .J ·be furnished at least ohe week in 
advance with a copy of the charges y.ou woill attempt to ,prove, that I may :have 
opportunity to have ready :to my ihand snch documentary and other' eviden.ce 
as may ,be necessary ,t() tlhe defense of my case; and (2) That a oomplete 
record of the discassion be made; and' (3) That an a~01utely impartial pre­
siding officer shall ,be in t.h.e chair. 

By'this means the ,present contro:versy can qu'lcklY' be terminated. I attlrm 
that t'he testimony respecting McMaster University ·pu!bllsheCl in The GPSVeJ 
Witness ;i8 -true. I challenge you one and all in the pUiblic way I have named 
to ;prove to the contra!'y. It th.is challenge is uooee(led, the public wUl d'raw 
its own conclusions. 

AWaiiting your reply. I aq!, 
Sincerely yours, 

, '(Signed) THOMAS T. SHIELDS. 
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~bitorial 
(-Editorial Note.-The followillB article Is taken f1'OID a booklet which I. heine 

ma!Ied this week to thousands of Baptists in Ontario and Quebec with the otlic1al 
CaD for • Conference on the present Convention situation, to be held In Jarvi. St. 
Church, April ZZ to 24. It is printed here by permluion of the Conference Com­
mittee of which Dr. A. T. Sowerby is Chairman and .Rev. W. J. H. Brown is 
Secretary.) . 

A REPLY 
To a C·ircular Issued by the Executive of the Baptist Convention of Ontario 
and Quebec, signed by J. H. Farmer, President; C. E. MacLeod, Secretary; 

a.nd dated March 19th, 1928. 
Dear Brother: 

We ha.ve ·before USi copy of the circular named' above, to which we beg 
leave to reply. 

. ;Before d1ea.Ung with the reasons for callUnog -this Conference- we wDuld. reply 
fu the paragra,ph wh·lc.b. states ''that o·nly such as are committed to the B·aptist 
Bible Union an·d Ills programme are expected to attend.;" The ·reasou for attach· 
ing certain conditions ·to the invitation is pe1"fe<rt.ly obvIous. Sllch a Conference 
can O'U·ly be made .possilble by ·the .provisIon of free entertainment in Toronto. 
We know that a general open ·invitation would be sure to oe responded to ·by 
the cham.plons of the presenb course of'Mc1\fastcr; and it would ·be impossible 
·for the few churches who will underta;kej ·the task of billeting the dele·gates, to 
provide accommodation :for more rthan a Umit.ed numOOr. F-urthermore, It would 
not ·seem just or reaso·nable that we ShDUld open our homes to lIhose who are 

.already 1rrevoca:bly coanmitted to the present programme of the University. 
'rhe purpose of tohe Confere~<:e is to organ·lze an Ontario and Quebec Branch of 
the Ba.pti1irt. ·Bible Unlion. . ,. 

We d·esire, however, to make it perfectJly plain that the Baptist ·Bible Union 
is merel'Y a.n ·Dl'ganlzatlon Df old-fas·hlo·ned BaptistS! ·bande'dJ together for the 
defense of the Bible as the Word- of GodJ. It as·ks its! memlJJCTs to aSSIUme no 
obiligation 'beyond the acceptan·ce of the ·prln·clpleS' of Its Confess:on of Faith. 
The eoDlfessio-n' of 'Faith iSl a moddfled form of the New 'Hamlpshire Confession 
of Faith, change·dJ chiefly in- this particular, that it states ea.ch· dootrine neg· 
atively as weH as positively: that is to say., what we do not beHeve as welb as 
wha.t we beolielVe; amI this iSi d1esligned· to' prote-ct the orga.nizatio·n agaln&i some 
W'ho m.lght join the Union to' de!lltr07 it. There is nothin·g in the BaptiS't Bible 
Union ConfeslSion· {llf Faith· with w·hich BID'Y Baptl9t who is oot a mod·ernist can· 
not agree. A fallse Sltateme1),t was set in circulation from the beginning Df the 
BlbIe Union's exls·tence to' the effe·ct that it waS! an or.ganlzatl'Jn for the propa· 
gation of premil:lenILialisan.;: the fact is, the miHen'llial question is· not made a 
teSit of feLI{JIWshlp. While many, and· perhaps t'he' majority, o·f the members of 
the Baptist Bible Union are pre-mmenniaI1sts, there a.re &omoe membel"S who 
are not; and the ·Bible Union, as ·an organlzatlfJon, whne believing that th~ 
!re(Jond·, perSlO'llal, ·comIng of Christ is just as much ·a fundamental! of t:he talth 
BIB Hi-s firSlt coming, refuse& absQwtely to m'a,~e .the millen'llial questio-Jb an 
l&sine. The reaSlOn fOlf I1mlting IIIttendance at th~ CDnference to' those who 
w()IUI~ join the Baptist Bible Union was to protect the CDnference aga:n.st thp. 
possibility of a:ttendance at t:he Conference o-f many wlho would come to defend 

. the moolernlSltic programme Df McMaster; but lie&t it s:hould appear toot "th~ 
promotion of the Interests of the BaptIst Bible Union lSI the end! of the Con· 
ference, the Committee have decidled to wld:en the in·vltation to include nil 
Baptists whO' will dJecllare their opposdUo-n to MclMaster's present course, 
whether they are ready to join the 'Baptls-t Bibbe Union or not. The Con·ference 
therefore wm be Dpen to all who wiU do one of two thin~s:: elt'her sign an 
!lipplication form seeking a,nd· accepting memliership in the Baptist Bible- Un,ion; 
O'l' (2) SllgiJ. a simpIe .d.eclara;t!on of belief in the Biblie as ~he Word Df God. and 
readiness to oppose the present course of McMaster Unlversdty. 

The next· paragraph sugge-stSi there lSi grave dianger implied in the fact 
tbat the cDm.m11DIca.tion referredl to waS! nDt sen·t to a.1I the pa.stors. The com· 
munlcat.lo'llo wiU be s-ent to ever:y pa.SltDr, and to every Sunday School Sllperln· 
ten!l:ent, a.ne" to every church clerk, and t.o eve-ry other BaptlB.t In the Ontario 
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an·d Quebec Convention whose name we are able to obtain. The first lettel­
was eant to a limited num'ber eking them if they were willing to set tb~lr' 
signatures to the caLL 

In the Executive's circuIar the question is IIJSIked. "W'l1y should! Chll'rch 
omcera be approached! where the paSJtor is' believed! lL!l't to be In s.ympathy with 
the movement,!!,' The &nswer Is perfectly pliain. We .are facin,g tremendous: 
issues. Th1:l foundations of evangellOOIl faith a1'le at sltake; the Deuo:m~na;ti-oo. has 
come to the croos-road'S; andJ we are co·mpelledJ to decide whethe·r we win con· 
sent to the BapUBits of Ontario and Quebec going the way of SlO .many other 
denominaUone and enter through the gate of Modernism on the high·road, ()f' 
Unitarianism and Agnosticism; 0·1' whether we wlU stand together for the faith,. 
It is! an undlOubtedl fact that some of our pastorS! are under the 'thumb of M~ 
Master Un.fversitG". and: many who are perfectly Sloond in the faith are afraid 
to take 8.ny action of whdch MClMlIIster wo.uLdi dd·sapprove. Without apoIogy we 
declare that much as! we d'eS'ire to promote the spiritual unity of every indio 
vidual BaptiSlt· church. IIIlIIlch ws we love the aggregation o:f BapUSJt churches: 
known as th~ Baptist Convention. anlL grea.tly as we v3ilue 'McMaster Unlver· 
!!oity as having in it great pos'Sibiliities of uSiefuline~ to the churches: and; to the 
Convention; we herebY' declare that we put loyalty to Jes!Us ChriBit. to the' 
WordJ of God. to tbJe ·truth oj) t'he g·os;pel. before' all el'Sle. 

The ciroolar to which· we here repiG" enlluireSl. "'!Is n'Ot the evident pur:pose' 
and the inevitable result of thiS! propa,ganda. to divide our churche·s·? The' 
Baptist Bible Union in its 'spirit and' history iSl a ddviS!i.ve movememLll.lt. no.twlth·· 
standjng Its claim to the contrary." To tMs we rE!lPly,: The majority of our' 
cl),uT'cheSl are alr·eadiy dividedl on thlSl iSlSlll&-ood' the Baptist Bible' Unlo.n has 
had noth,lng to do with it. ·McI!I'I.a;.ster Unlveril-ityo i'81 responsible f·or the division. 
For yearSJ it has persis,tent'ly endeavoured. by one meanS! or another. to impose 
the d~ctrines of 'l\I[odernimn ll.pon ()ur churc"hes. Some o·f us! have d:one OUl·: 
utm()St to standi agalnst this effor.t. McMaSlter Univer,sdtG" haBI cllll'ried the war' 
to the churches; and as! letterS' which are reach·ing us from al'~ over the Con· 
vention alJ.undanUy prove. the churches are alreadIY divided'. eatcept where they 
are united! in oPpoSlltion to McMlIISter .. 

So far a9 the ·Ba.ptlSlt Bible Union Is concerned It 1111 a d'efenSlive forct',. 
o1'!g9.nlzed: to contenru for the ··faith: It neither d!es:lgns nor dleslre·g to cause d1vi·· 
B!1on, except a.e abSlOl'll!te lo~al'ty t() the Bible ag the Word' of Goo, may cause' 
dlvisdon. The Baptist Bible Union. however. 19 prepared to Sltand' to the death. 
if need. be. in defeIllCe of the Bible as the Word: of God. If that ca,urre's dIvis-Ion. 
then d~v'Sllon mu.st come. whether through the Bible Union or s'om·e other' 
o·l'ganization. The fact is. the gospel is a dlviSlive force: it has al.ways pro­
dltLCedl separation. Wherever Jesus Himself s'po,ke Ill' the days of His- flesh. there' 
Wa,S.8; d·ivlslon among the people. The truth is. the Lo.rd- Je9Us, .Christ is 'HIm· 
self the great Divider; 8ID.dl some day He wlll separate between men as! a shep­
h9'fdl d:lvideth the s'heep from Uie g{)ats. The unitG" of oor Convention is greatly 
to be desired'; 'but it can never 'be obtained! 8.t the 'cost of the sur·render or the' 
vital; .princlples of our Chorlstlan faith. . ' 

Fur,ther objectloon Is raised! to wch '8n organ,ization as is propos,ed, on the' 
ground that "through the ex:stence of a branch of the 'Blble Union an endeav()ur' 
is beln'g made alreadty to. assure a body of dele~tes from.· our churches w·ho will 
stand together In our Annual ASSlOclatlons and' Convention In SRl,port of any 
resolution the Baptist Bibl1:l Union I!"ro'l1p may desire to brin.g before the badlY ... · 
What if this were J.iteraUy true? The object of the Baptigt Bi'ble Union is to 
stand for the B'·Me &SI the Worw ()f Goo. Could there be any s'P9'cla;1 wrong in 
a com,pany of BaptistSJ agreeln.e- to stand together in As'sociations and' Con·· 
venti on' In MlPport of that prinCiple? . 

'. But it Is olJ.jected further: '''This d'estro)'lS the vel'1Y character of the Con·· 
vention· as a re'Pre-sentative and: dlcllberaUve bodIY. We w()uld' no lon:ger be 
meeting together as b,rethren under the LGrdeMp of ChriSlt for ·mutual' counsel .... 
etc!. We are tem'Pted to the use of s,trong adjectiveS'. A6ISumlng Sluch an organ·' 
lzatiOJi within the Convention as is' .proposed. t() be the only one d'oes it neces·· 
rorUy foiIow that we sihould cease to be brethren meetln.g "under the LM'd6'hlp 
6f Christ"? Do the gentlemen w·ho oppose us in. this contrGversy claim to be 
the onl,y' onae who reeogn,ize Jesus as Lordi? Wo'ulc1J such,. an' organiZation' 
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necessw-ily imply that the d'El'legate& 'belonging to it wouMI be "alreadry pledged 
before ddscuss·ion".? There are parties Ill> mo-st d'eli.ibemtlve assem,blles, IllS for 
instance in the HO'IIs'e of Commons. But the fact that a man is a ·member of -the 
Liberal or Cons'ervatlve organization does not loe8'S'en the value of parUamentar,y 
dJiSlOUs&ion. Because a man is a Liberal or c.ons'ervative, It d·oas n'ot nece&Slarily 
follow that he Is. "aloread'Y' plediged' befo-re dis'cu9sdon". It dues follow that such 
parties ·stand for ·certaln principles, and they are e.:lreadry "pledged'>' to be IGyal 
to those !cun.dlamental principleS'; and they jud!ge -the value of the discussI()o1lJ in 
the11ght of those principles. Just so,.members of the Baptist Bible Union would· 
go to ConvenUo·n alread'Y' "pled'ged" to be a'bSlO1utely loyalo to -the Bible as the 
Word 0If God; and! on·by such arg,uments as are dJeslgnedi to drestroy faith in the 
Bl-ble as the Wordl of 'Gool would be "wastew" on members of the 'Baptist Bible 
Union. 

Sut we wou'ld! r·emdud! our read:ers that we allrea,d,y ·balve Intra-Convention 
organizations. Why ddd not the Executive protest against the spe'clal meeting 
of the Al'1lmn,i Association of McMaster, many of whose members are not even 
Baptists? WhlY does not the Executive object to ,the meet:ng ()of the Alumni 
As'S'Oclation at Convention time? Or, let UBI consld'er the perfectly legitimate 
procedure of the various Board's. Do not the Executives of the various BoardlS 
prepare their repm-ts for Convention and' have the Boardls end'orge them? And 
do not the BoardlS' come' to the Convention with their recomm,endation·s, their 
minus beln·g aloreadly mad;e up as to wiha.t Is the wisest courge to pur'S'Ile? And 
do they not end'8avour, 1)Y' a)'lg>llment, to persuad'e their feUow-dielegates to adopt 
their. poldcles? Surely there Is no objection ,to -theB'e procedures. Does the fact 
that a cabln,et prepares the government meaSIUres that are submitted to the 
HouS>e o·f Commons In advance, render pa.rliamentany discussion useless·? Did 
not McMaster' Univermty, as an organization within the Con,vention, come to 
the Convention In London determined' to carry through its programm·e, and; If 
pOSl!¢'ble to secure from the Convention an' end'orsement of Its action In hOnO'llr­
Ing Dr. Faunce? Did: not the Dean In Theology', Dr. Farmer, who Is now Presi­
!I'ent of the Convention, and· who signs the circular which we hoere' criticize, a·s 
well as the Chancenor and: other members of the Board and Senate, fight to 
the very 1ast d,ltch to secure S'Ilch an endors·ement? But surelry the d,ISlCussion 
was not wasted, on the·m!-for .. well on toward, midnight the Chancellor of the 
University; with the' consent of the Dean in Theology who 'W'8S a member of 
th'e Commdttee preparing the resolution. had geen S'llch I~ght that 'he S'&cond:ed 
a'resolution which was'moved, by the Editor of The Gospel Wltnes's, deploring 
the Unlvenlt(y"s action In honouring Dr. Faunce, andllnstrncting the Unlversdty 
to avoid· Its repetitl'on. If the Convention has an organization. to promote 
the Interests of Education, another the Interests of Home MloS'9Ions, another.of 
Foreign Missions, another of Publication,. another of Sunday School, what 
reasonable ob1ection caD! there be ralsedJ to an· organization within the Con­
vention dledllcated to the SIU,pport of the prlnclp'le that the Bible is the Word 
of Goo? 

The writers of this article are nl{)t concerned! wUh the defen·se 'of the Editor 
o.f The Gospel Wltne9S. But aU the Denomination haS' had a stenographic 
report of the Educational Session. of the Convention at HamUton; and we are 
·bound to s,ay that s'o f8!1' as' we are aware no spirit of 'IIn·falrness, on the part 
of' the Edoltor of The WitnesS' WIllS expO'ged' at Hamilton. On· the contrary, we 
·beHeve the whole Denomination owes a great debt to The Gospel Witness, fGr 
without It th'e Denomination would· never have known of the now open attempt 
to'd'eliver the Denomination Into the hoods of Modiernis-m. 

Our sens·e of humour provokes a 'smUe at such word·S' as thege: "We, air 
w-ell as' those attacked, have 'been reluctant to go into .print." What are the 
facts? Untn oom'pel1ledl by the rlS'~ng tide of Ind'l'gnation following the London 
Convention the columns of T·he Canadian Baptist were cll{)sed: to aN but the 
apologists for :McMaster; all>d' for one solid, year the ad'Vocates o·f the present 
principIa poured, their "propaganda" into our churchel!! through The Canad,lan 
Baptist. It Is true tha:t s.fn'ce the Ham.flton.Oonvention the Editor of The Can­
addan BaptlSlt has publl&hed letters on 'both sidles of this controversy; but 
unlese we are greatly mistaken, the Presldl8nt of the Convention has been going 
into print ,through the ed.1torlal columns of Th~ Canadian Baptist very fre· 
queDotly,-certain\jy' the· majority of the edlitorlals ~e not written by 'the 



~ l,llm. THE G~SPEL WITNESS (953) 13 

Ed,itor-and ever sdnce the Hami:iton ConVen·tiOD ,Mars'haLlism and Farmerlsm 
have been g()oing into print every w-eek in The Canadiian Baptist. 

lFurtheI"more, ()our cilIUrchies have been ,fiood:ed with copies of ,the McMasoter 
Gmduate, IIIno of Professor MaI"ShaU's S!6'rmon preached: in Walmer Road, and 
alleged: to have ·been published ·by authority of the Senate of McMaster. And 
Dr. Fa .... mer he·re saY'S that he lias ·'been "reLuctant to ;gO' into prin,t," when he 
knows very weH that either perSJO·nally, or through his aid~s, he 'aae been going 
into print ever since ,the Ham<ilton Convel),tion. oJt is about time the Denomi· 
nation d:eman«'ed. BoOrne appe'arance o·f sincet:Lty a·nd' fran'knes's' OIl! the part of 
its officials. 

On the last page o.f the circular. under revie;W' Dean Farmer, as the mO'll~h. 
piece of the Execwtive', ,s'ay>s: "There is undlOubtedllY soome d,ifference among 
us regard·ing the thE!{).ry of insipiration, but absolutely none regal'd'ing .the fact 
of In&piration and! the author!.ty o,f the 'Scriptures in matterso of :faith andl prac· 
tice." So far as we are aw·are there ·has been no ddSlCusslon· In this· controverSIY 
about any> particular tJheo·ry of inspiration: the whole dis'eussion has ·been about 
the Ifact. . . 

We print with this repl.,., among o,ther thin-g.s·, the statement madle ·by cer" 
tain stud'ents ()of McMaster Universit(y respectin'g Professor Mlllrshall's acknow­
ledged attitude toward the Bible. When a prof-esS'Or saY'S! that if science s,hould 
contraddct ,th-e BIble, he would choosoe science before the Bible, his' statement 
impLicitly d'en-ies the ~~fact" of inspiration, ;not any particular theory of it. . When 
the same professor d'eclares that anyone believing in the IILteral historicity of 
the 'book of Jonah would .be regarded In England, aso an ·"uned.1l'cated foO'I:' and 
of course in that reIIllark implies that 'S1\lch in one wolrld: be so regarder by the 
professor himself, he doeso not refiect merely· upon any particular th·eol'lY of the 
inspirati()on of ,Scripture, 'but actually denies ,the infaUibility and therefore the 
authority of JeS1\ls Christ HiIIliS-elf. 

"When' IUhe Chancellor of the University, "reluctant to. go into print," ·occuples 
practicaloly an entire page of The Canoo'ian ;Baptisot" in defend'ing :Profell'Sor 
MaI"shaWs vieW's of the allegorlca} charac.ter of Jonah as a,.gln9t its historicity, 
he does n()ot quesotion alllY' theory of ins,plration: he, t()(), denies the infallibiUty 
andi au.thority o·f Christ. . . . . . 

'For those W'h()s1:l view of tbe iBible allows them to say that where the Bible 
and! science confilct, they wouldl put science before tJhe 'Bible; or who deny 
the historicity of the 'boo,k of Jonah, and thu5I reject the testimony Oof Chdst 
to tbat particular scripture, thuS! im'pl1cltly denying His infaUlbilUIY,-for such 
t.o tal'k about .the "Lord,soMp of Christ" we believe iSi ·sheer nonsense; and, we 
believe many of our read'6rs w.ou<id'. call such. an attitude ·hypocritical. 

Fur.t.hermore, wdth /Professor MarslhaWs· soermlOn81 before us it Is simply not 
t.rue· to say that we are algreedl "on ·the fund'amentals of the faith a,ndl the re­
quirements of the University Charter." . 

Dean Farmer furth.eT 1!IIl.Y'SI: "Su'ch a course· as- is, beln·g· suggested! .by the 
minoritly ,,'ould substitute ·force for perllllla6<lon. Thiso tend's to drive liberty­
Loving men in.to the camps of the extremists! and! defeat the very purpose which 
it prOofeSisoeso to serve." Thiso attitud.e is characteri-stic of Dean Farmer himS'.eU. 
At the HamUton Oonvention ·he comopLained: of :the 8'pirit o,f his, opponents', and 
saidl, "I tell you that klD'd, or thing does not encO'Urage one to be .tooo orthodOox." 

,- This, being interpreted, mean9 that when Dr. Farmer and- his, aS90ciates are 
opposed In their progra·mme, andl conceive a bitter hatred, for thosoe who thus r opposoe them, their hatred. of the·ir opponents wm be a mightier factor in d·eter-

, mining their course tha.n their 1o-ve off the truth; and In the name of Uberty 
they wm all()w them'S'6I'VeB to be' d·riven "into the camops of the e:x;tremists". 

CONFERENCE PROGRAM OF THE BAPTIST BIBLE UNION 
OF NORTH AMERICA. 

To be 'heIdi In Jarvis Streelt Baptist Ch.urch, Tuesday, AprU 22nd, to Satur­
day, AprIL 24th, for the purpo·se of organizin·g an Ontario and! Quebec branch. 

IApril 22-3 rtb 5.30 p.m., Prayer; 7_30, Prayer in' Church ParLour; 8.00, 
Public add:res·s. . 

April 23---'9.30 to 10.;30 ·a.m., Prayer; i0J30 to '12, C()onference on presoent 
Convention si·tuaHon; Add;res9 by Rev. W. AtkinSlOD' on "The Evid'ences of 
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Profeasor Marshall's Model'nism:"; . Ad:diress :bY' Rev. C. J. Loney, Hami1ton, 
.on "The Universit/Y"s Support of Professor' Ma.rshal-l'-s Position"; AtLdll'ee6 by 
Mr. Thomas Urquhart on· "McMaster's Control of Denominational Boards"; 
.2 p.m. Ad,da"ess by Re.v. A. P. Wilson on "Do we need an organ,izatlon within 
the C~nvenUon to combat ModernIsm." Ad.wes&' 'by Rev. Jo.hn Doods .on "Is 
.the Baptist Bible Union ·the ormanization we needl?,,' 7.30 p.m., Prayer; 8 p.m., 
Publoic Meeting:. . 

Saturday is, lellt open for the expansdon of this program It found necessary. 
It is expected that one of the wo·r·J.d famous 'Baplllst speakers who wW 

:attend! lihe Worldi'-s Christian Fundament'als. Con·terence, April 25 to May 2nd,' 
win ·speak each eveninlg; ThursdaY' to Saturday. Fuller annQun-cement wlll 
be madie later. 

CONSTRUCTION AND DESTRUCTION. 

The CafladM:I.n Bal}ti-st -contaIns the folloWling ;paragraph which. waa well 
··",·'Orl!b reprinting: 

Construction ·is far more costly in Ume, money and Intellect than 
dieS-uuction. The construction' of the Lusitania ()()s( $3,000,000. Thfl 
destruction cost -$1,400 for one torpedo. It took ·three years -to buUd the 
s.hip. It took three minutes to d.estroy . it. The ship was 900 feet ·liOng. 
The torpedo was 14 feet long. A fool can tear up that -which Itl takes 
lihe wisest man in tn~ country to bund.-Sel'ectect. 

The fathers of the Baptist dooomination in Canada wlJ"ought herolcaJly 
~ndi sacrificiallY' to lay the foundations of Evangel·ical FaLth as Interpreted by 
.Baptists. In the d.epantm.oent of edueation "Fyfe" i& lihe O;ulistandlng name 
.am'On!g the pioneera;!;' thoe financial foundation of our educational work was 
laid by that s-plend'idi Baptist, ,the Late Senator McMaster. ·But much that 
these men bel1eved and! taug.hot is now denied: ·by Ithe university that bears 
.MoMaster's· name'. It is true that !ilie Chancel~or andl the Deana, with Pr.()f6S801" 
.MaI'BIhaU to assist them, (laD! diestroy in a .few years what it took a. half century 
to construct. Thlers is' no(): dou.bt whatever that :McMaSiter University. if per­
'mitted: to continue its present courBei for five Gr ten y~ars more, would' uttel!'ly 
~estroy ,the Baptist aenom·ination. 

THE STUDENTS' PROTEST. 

Chancel-lor Whid.d€n ma,ke'SI anotJher weighby' statemen,t in Ithe editorial 
.columns of The aa.1w.~ian Bapl.ist---lby the way, ·has The Oan.a<Uan BCJpt£S' an 
Ed,itor, or is lih.e paper· the megaphoneJbc'Y of McMaster'! The Chancellor ·raises 
too questi-on of the accuracY' o,l the studenlts" s.iatement that the protest 
fc.presented thirty-eight pel' cent. of the mini9teri'all &liudlents· of MoMaster. 
-We would ldke to kn'ow upon what recordiSl the Uhancellor is depending? We 
do .not believe he w1H be bold en()ugh to s'ay uhat .the ninety-seven whOom he 
qu_ot~So are a.ctualliy accredited! miinisterial stud.eILts· having been given· atandJng 
by the Ministerial Committee. . 

. The paternal air 'whlich the Chancellor assumes iSi po·sitlveIty am'using. He 
19 not at ,the moment ~oncerned as· to "w~lether or not they had: the right to 
llrepare andl Slign such' a dlooument". We thought McMaster boasted or "Bap­
Ust Liberty"'! And: "they Sihould h.a.ve finst con&uUedJ wdth 'SI()me of! their older 
hrethren·'---'b.u-t why d.iSCUISIS l:t? We do nlOt·want to be sarcastic; but we do 
respectf-uHy s·ug-gesr; lihat t.h.e Ohoan'cellor Slhoulli get SIOmeood.y to write his­
letters for him. If he d:oes nOot, McMaster wll!l S'Oon be kn.oW;W as "The Mc­
M·ast·er Kindergarten" instead' of University. 

·WANTOF SPACE. 

Piles of material which we should; like to have printed! in ,this lsI8ue w-Ul 
!lave to be spread over se.verllli issues of the iiutuTe. 
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BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR LESSON LEAF 
Vol. 1. T. T. SHIELDS, EDITOR No.2 

Leseon 4 SECOND QUARTER Apr. 25, 1928. 
---- Application for entry' M second·class matter is pending. 

THE GR'EAT CONFESSION. 
LESSON TEXT. Sixteenth chapter of Matthew. 
To be studied In harmcny with the le.""n text: Mark 8:11-38; 9:1. 

Luke 9:18-27. 
GOLDEN TEXT~''Whosoever will save his life shan lose it; but whosoever shan 10lIO hi. 

llle for My sake and the Gospel's, t',,, same ehan save it" (Mark 8:35). 

1. THE UNBELIEF THAT ASKS A SIGN. 
1. ~. even believers ask a sign. T·he nobleman of Capemaum (John 4:46,'54) came 

to Jesus in a sign. seeking al'tit.ude. In all such cases, though, t'here may be an e!lemetrt of 
faid>, it is ever mixed with doubt. The nabllema'tl referred to, logt bi:s desire lor a sign ... the 
presenlCe of ~ PerSOIl of Christ; oomiI>g to know h'ian l'erslol1ldly, he \V'<lS .. ble to truet His 
&imple WOrd. Z. The case before us Is one of positive UDhelief. The Ph ... r·isees came seeking a 
.sigu. Uuden'ying such Q demand. there is Mways· a punpose of'sed'f·justifioa·bion-a diot.x>stuOI1I to 
condition fai·th upon a Sligo. ,,'!hlch is but another way of refusinJg ·to believe, by .On.sistil)a' that 
1/ight be 'IablRltutec!. for faith. There is muc'h on our day tba-t masquerades in .the robes of a 
SU.·er'K'" 9 ".I.UUdItY: and insllsts that faJth is a·lways acconliPanied by cerba.i:n signs and WOIICiers,­
allCh as, hea:lina-, II.IId ~akinig with tongues. In many cases this attitude of mind reveals not flaltlh 
bu.t ulllDeLiei. 3. In tbe physical realm there are signs for those who have eyes to sea.' But wbat 
Me the signs disccrn:il>l:e "in the face of tIlie sky"P What is t'he redness of tille skyP It is a sip 
only ·in 1he sense .that .t as the fi·rst eviden.ce of a e!llal1ge of weather, effected by a meteorilogicaa 
""'w. So .... the SiPirituaq l'eMm, there 'are signs for seeing eye... It must ever Ibe rememlbered 
'IhaIt spiritual reaQibies C3<) be discerned only by a ..p;nil'llal faculty. When men ask for a phy9ieal 
sign of a gpdrituad ,Ja,w, they ask tha·t 1!he spiritual1 realm Should be physicatly discerned. 4. The 
one aU-c:om.prehendill8' ioign is the sign of the prophet Jonaa. We hear much albo",. t'he Book ,dI 

. Jonah, a .. ·to whether it -is· -hiSlory or mere allegory. Jjt;s well to remember the :Jaroge place 
Christ gave at i!IIo His teacbhJg. Jonah was a t)'1Pe of Olllbt. In a figure, he died and was 
buried alld rose agai,,; a·lId it _9 tb '!!he ·tesitianoruy of one who $oke ill the power of n resur' 
reotion., the Nlinev;,tes gave heed. And we have our Lord'" authority for regarding this as a 
ty.po; of His own. dea'\h and resurrection. He declares tllJUt this combi""'tilon of ph.Y's.i~ and 
spiritual reatities, this u·nion o~ _physca'i and IlPiritu.a1 powers, is l\!le only sign that sbaJl be given. 
The d ... th allld resurrectoon df Christ is the su·preme m"'n4-ie"l'a'bion' of (1) Sin at its WOl18t, nnii·sob. 
illg 'Its work '3:t the place of a sk.uH.-w·hen it is filliished br.ingri,ng f.or.~h dea'lh; (2) of j~ent 
"pon sin as ia>evJta1Jle, ina-smuch as even Jesu9 Himseli did nOt e""",pe when 'He stood in our 
I)laice; (3) and of gralCe aM power ahounKling in re.ur·rection. S. Hence the one and only foUDda­
tion is the truth of a crucified and risen Saviour. Beyond t'his l"I!y,,'Ia·tnon df God, true fa.itih ... ill 
oak DO "sigu". '. 

U. A REASON FOR SlPIRITUAL MISUNDERSTANDING. 
We have' here an interesU;~ pSfchological s·tudy. 1. The disciples had forgottell to lake 

bread. Anyon" may £orget. III t·hls ingtallk:e, preOocup .... oon with spirituaJ mafters may we!11 
nave .been the ·c.~se. Z. But any consciousness of failure anticipates rebuke. It is wihen our 
·heart.a condemn U'S not t·haIt we !mve coll·fi<lenlCe toward God. 3. 1'ihe mere mention of "leaven" 
.... minded them of their neglect. \"'~,en Jesus salid, "Be\\1are of ~he leaven of .the l'haI~isees Bnd 
of the Sarl'lucees", ·they rea·soned among ·tihemselves, say.ng, "1'1 is because we have t.a;ken 00 
bread". Thua it appears that it is wi~h the heart man understands a'. we!ll as believes. In the 
consciousness of fauure, we a,l1 are Sl'i!er·sensillive 'to the paint of misunldersttandliin,g the very 
Wbrd of God. 4. It would appear, however, that the disciples' forg8tfulness in this m.m- __ 
unblameworthy; for it is eviden,t CIllliist did noot intend in w.hat He 9alid '00 rdbuke lIhem. 5. Our 
'LOrd H:imaelf implies that true faith will trust God for the relief of our Infirmities as weD as for 
the forgiveness 'Ot 'Our faults. For He surely means to suggest 'tha·t, notwithslta1ldin,g thc¥ were 
wit1rout bread because they diad forgol!ten to take ~t, He _s a·ble to sujpply their dack. Thus at 
bottom faoibh alfter a'll is but a recogni·tion 'Of the grace of God; 3'nd tihaot .thc '''It:ssii'r.tg·s Of God 
come 1:'0 us wholly because lHe .s gl'acious and never because we desenie them. G. We have also 
here the great truth set forth that faith shDUld grow wtth our experience of the Divine faithful­
nees. Chri91 .says/ "Oh, ye of Htble faith, why rea90n ye amon;g yourse!lves, because ye have 
broug'illt no bread' P (VS9- 8·11.) "Why tS it that you 'bave not become stronger in faitlh by 
past experienccs"P Long lbefore David had profited by th.s ptiilllClpole when he a~ued \VIi h.SaUil 
1Ih.at, .inallmuch as God had delivered him from the !oion and ·the bear, He woUld also deliver him 
from ·the Philllistlne ([ Sa·m. 17: 34·37). 7. By the leaven of the Pharisees, Christ intended the 
doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. Our readers "iill remem'ber 'Our discussion Of the 
paralb1e of tJbe !ea'Ven three IeSSOllS back. It is certain tha.t evrl doctrine works like Jea,yen' 
bnt we may :u..so remember 1.lmt in tile ,par .. ble of the 'tares, t'he c.hiildren of tJhe KJingdom 8111<i 
~he children of the wicl<ed one, were set forth u·nder the same figure,--bot'h were seed whic:lh 
had been sow·,.. in the .• field. Thus t'1le prindi.P1e of the opera'lion of lea~·e.n. ""ay be used to illus. 
trate the spread of eiuner good lOr eVIiil. 8. What were the principal ingredients of this leaven of 
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? (1) The Plharisees were p<>sitlive in tJheir teachoing' and 
their ~ndence W6S wohol1ly \IIPOII' h1lol1llan works., u.pon human; merit; .vheir religion was a religion 
di self· righteousness, w'hicl1 con.SIi&ted in the mere exrerlll31s of Hfe. (2) The Sadducees were uhe 
ancient .... turansts. They denied .that ·tillere could be any re8n~rect'i;ol>; and said tihaot there was 
neibher all8'el nor spirit. They were na.tura·lists, and therefore m .. terialists too. And thongh 
·Pha.risees and l?addUlCCe!l differed from each other in bhei~ theori~s of Itfe, y~t ·· ... ev made com. 
mon cause agal""st Christ. Here, peril>aps, we h>\ve an u>terestllllg psychol~call expla·naticm. of 
s~rana-e 'things witnessed in our day; namely, of men .... ho 'are tlieoretU:ally orthodox but 'v'boo 
alwa,ys take t'he 9i.dIe of those who qpenly "'vow thE'll' diSbelief ill l1lbe 9UpematU'l'al 'We shall 
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do weill ·to heed the Saviour's admonition, and beware of the lea\"en of !!he modern Plrariaees 
and Sadducees. 

III. PETER'S GREAT CONFESSION. 
1. The uniqueness of Christ is revealed in ihe fac:.t that we discern no inappropriateaees in 

Ilia askbur so strance a question respecting Himself: "Whom do men say that I the Son Of 
llan··a..m:"1 SuclI a que.tron on the ·1i;p9 of any otber m,m respectSng bimself would have marked 
biIm as an intoler"ble egotist; yet instinctively we fecI lIhat In this que .. tion con<:emin:g Hlimsrif 
Christ goes 'to the heart of every problem of Iile, for thi'S question goes to the beart of HOs 
whOle mission: "Wba.t think ye of Christ? Wihose Son is He?" Z. The views wbidl others 
entertain of Christ are interesting. Wbt other people say Of Ohrist may perhaps he a legitimate 
subject of study. 3. But it is our I."'rsonal conviction which determines character and destiny. 
"\Vhom say ye tblat I run?" Here ,. an oPPOI'tunity for the telacher to make the Iie8aon very 
persona'l by demanocliing of their scholars an answer to ·t!ha;t quesrion: \Vihat have you to say 
of Ohrist? What is He :to you 7 4. Peter gives the only possible answer: "'Dhou art tobe Christ, 
the Son of the Livi.ng God". For proof of tblis, we may refer to His miraculous birth arl>tended 
by so many manifesta.t!ions Of the supernal!Ural; ·to His sinless l'ife, ·w'bich _s a proof of Hi. 
slIjpematural birth; to the miraculous ;powers He exercised througlhou·t His career; to the fact 
that the Scriptures are ful·filled m Hli'm. 5. The only way by wbich this Truth may be ~ 
it la revealed from Heaven (VII. 17). T'hiLs prirwi:ple accepted, the arrows of tJhe wicked' are 
quenohed by the shield of faith. &. n.e foundation of the Church is not Peter, hut the Truth be 
confessed; namely, the eternal Sonship and Sovereign Lordsbip of Jesus Chriat. 'J1I(s was the 
1Iheme of Peter's sermOlll Oil the day of Penrtecosti this truth he esta.'bllished by proving tlhiat the 
ancieot ScrilPtures had .been Mfilled in Christ, al1'<1 tb:a.t His prom,jse of the Hoty Spirit'. coming 
was now ~ .. lfi·lled illl their experi.enice. Thus U1'0I1 tlbis Rock, bhat God iha.d made, this sa.me 
Jesus wihoom men cruci"fied, both· Lord and Christ-the Church ",<as IbUilt. 7. The impregnahiUty 
aud invincibility of the Cburch is here taught. This is true of the Ohureb umversal,-ilbat· the 
JlC)wers of hell are ollJd)Otent to over·throw rt; but we he1'ieve it "s true also of the locaq church. 
The coi>quering wea.pon is .tJhe tJrutJh of ·the Lordslhip of Christ. Let .that trutJh he actual}ly put 
to the proOf in 'the life of church·memihers, and there is 110 power in bell tb:a.t can stay auch a 
church's proll'l"ess. a. The kays of the Kingdom. TJlis we may readlily adm!it is a somewhat 
difficult passage. We are sure, however, tlhat it affords no warrant for 1Ibe Roman Cathotic', 
prete .. t!ious claim. We shou'lcl learn to differen·tia'te between the apostolic and suoceeding ages. 
The 3IPOsbles reaJ;iy had 110 SUlCCessors. . We read in 'bhe Word th .. t the. Church was buiI"t upon 
IIhe fOuooa.tion of the apostlles and prophets (Eph. 2: 20). A special revelation was given to the 
boly IIIpostles and propliets (Eph .. 3: 5); and that special revela: tiien is 'handed down to us in the 
inspired Vyord. Therefore, the aopostolie authority is perpetuated in the Scr.\p'tures: and here 
__ ve 4i1e keys which unqock the door. , 

IV. THE EMERGENCE OF THE CROSS. 
. 1. "From that time forth began Jesus to shew" etc. (vs. 21). It is difficult lor any of us to 

leam to relate !lime 10 eten,,;ty, but 10ime is a Dii'vil1e order. God is the' Author of punctuality. 
We .. ""d "of the f .. ,lness of t:itme"; '\the time of the Ge ... ~i'les"; Christ 9POke to His disciples of 
-,.r time" and "Mine hour". God knows when, as weld a.s how. Z. There is here a principle 
or iJlVine revelation aud djsciplina: "I ihave many tJhings to say unto you, but ye canDOt bear 
them 11'0\'1" (John 13). Milk must be given to babes, and meat to men. Thus He is ever leading 
u·s on and \lIP to a pface whenloe He. can be .... to' show u~ more; 3. The IIaht this ...... sbowa 
on our Lord'. foreknowledge. H,s deoa,tih wa.s no acciden:t: He knew He had come to die 
Be Ibad been movdDg toward the Cross from the foundation of ·the world. Redemption was not 
a .. udden impulse, but an eterna:! plan. 4. The light this th_ on Hi. 1IIICbangIn8 ......... Men 
of noble ;mpulses may do RX><><l suddell,ly. It is sometimes easy to make sacrifice on i.m.pulse; 
but del,"erately to pJoan aoo """severe in doing good 'a.t a. greaot cost to oursel'Ves,-thi" is love 
indeed. Rea.d the story of A'braha·m and Isaac, all'd how for three days '~they weut both of them 
IDgellher". Thus Father, Son. and Holly Spirit moved to ~he Cross from a!l:l eternity. S. The 
"ht this throws on the purpose of Chriat's death. It was· IIOt merely an· CXIIIInple. The death 
and re·slirrection of (;lIrist are indinhely more than that. He died to atone for our aias,-tlie 
Just for the unjust, lIhat He mig·ht bring us to God. I. The offense of the Cross. It is sln"anoge 
"that oso soon after his great colllfession Peter sIhould have spoken as he does ibere. It' sIhould 
teach us ibM t'he best of men ma;y become ~he voil:e of Sata.n. Wa·s there not .involved in this 
a further resistance to temjptation on t'he palrt of Christ? 7 •• Our Lord refers to the discfpiea' 
eross. We must know the cross subjectively as well as objecm'Vely. The Cross in His !lhoug!ht 
w.a.s ",)ways an instrumen~ 'Of deaJtJh. We are crucified with Him. 8. What are you worth? 
(Vs. 26). t. Tasting of death (\"ss. Zl, 28). The usual illlter:pretaotioll of this paBsaBe is to the 
effect that it finds its fulfilment ill the next ohapter in the tl"ansfiguratio.... An interpretation 
of the tra .. sfigura·tio .. ,;S given til II Peter 1: 16·18. We remember Ii great sermon af Spurgeon's 
on thios text, in ,,'h'ich ne argued t~aot no one would really "taste of death" unotil aiter the Scoond 
Comin,g of bhe ·Lorcl. Men w'Ouild ~ie a9 to lIheir bodies; both the jwst and !.he u~ust would 
eDter lI;poD 1W)IIIe for good or fur evrl. . 
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A CORRECTION • 

. IIll OUT leadliIll~ ar·ti,cle last week, in the firs.t ldne on page 12 we were made 
to SOII.:y "Prof. Marshall" ins.tead of "Prof. Matthews" in our reference to the 
moti"on moved! by Dr. -MacNedll:, se~ondedJ by the EdUor of this' paper at the 
1910 Convention in !Bloor Street . 

. We regret the mis·ta-ke, altho!Ugh no doubt careful readers would: see from 
t.he oonteoct .that It ~as an eTror. 


