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"HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE-WHERE TO .BEGIN." 

The second lecture of a series on "How to Study the Bible," by Rev. T. T. 
Shields, delivered in Jarvis Streelt Baptist Church, Toronto, Tuesday evening, 
January 9th, 1923. (Stenogra.phiC3111y reported.) I iIDili AST Tn .. ',y ..,nl'g w, ob,,,,,O th' "'l',,,tan,, of b."ng tb. ""'bt 

L 
motive -in the' stud;y of God's. Word,; .that jn3JS.mucih as' tt ts a wper-
natura,l :book, written by men who "·spake as' they were .moved by 
the Holy Ghost," we are de~endent upon the illumination of. the == d·ivine Author for our understand·ing of the mysteries of the gospel. WW . I . 

--- This evening we s·Hall collS'ider t-he princIpal ,Subject of this 
'Book, the Subject to w,li.dch all other matters stand vitally related. 

This Book trom Genesis to Revelationj has but one theme----properly unaerstooa, 
the Bible speaks onZy of Jesus Ghrist. The Apostle Pa.ul was in accord with 
the OPUl'lpiOse of the Holy ·Spirit in' mov~n,g men to· write the ibook.s o.f the Bi'ble 
·througoh man:y generations, when. he ·saldl to tha Cordn.t!hia:ns:, 'II determined' not 
to Iknow anything among you save Jesus ·Christ, and 'Mm cru.cifled." Thab is 
the themie· of bhe IBi'ble f·rom ibeginn·ing to' end. The Old' Testament has pr:e
cisely the oeame subject as .the N~w; properly understood, these two ,parts of 
tbe IBi:ble are complemen·tary to each other: noedth'er is comptete ""ahout ,the 
other: w·gether they cQn:stf.tute .. ·the witneS1S ;tlb:at God hath borne coD'cermn'g 
Hts .Son." 

Every ma.tter of Which the IBlbie treats ds relat~d to the Person and· work of 
our Lordi Jesus ChrIst.· TJIe Book i's a r.e,vela,.tion 'Of Godl .and of 'God's purpose 
concemIng H~s 'human creatures. 11 treats· of a' great varie·ty of subjectS', .but 
they are wU ·vitally re'lated to the m·ain theme. Every 'Word ,spo'ken :befo·re th·e 

. adlVent of our Lo.rdJ wa.s a preparatIon for Hisl comimg, an!d' evelj'ltJhing record'ed 
in this IBoolt 'SlUib,s'equent to His .s,.ppearance among: men ,is an explanation of 

. that appearance. T·he J.ews· of Christ's, day were. great stud.ents of the Scrip' 
t.ures; they gloried -in ;theiri special privilege' of having had cO'mmitted to them 
the' oracle:s ~ ·God.; an'd the Lord' Jesus quoted the ,Seriptures to them· as to 
peO'ple who at least lp!rofeSIBad ··to acknowle'dge thedr authority. He ,SlaJd, "Ye 
sea'l'ch the 'Scriptures, !be'cause ,in them ye think ye have eterna.l life: and 
the.se are they wildch baar witness o·r,'ime." Toha,.t verse, strictly speaking, is 
really n'Ot an exhortation to se'arch the Scr.f~tures; fo·r Jews WI/l'SI,s'pea;king to . 
peOple who d'id! .sear:ch the Scri·pture·s.. What he l1l.eant .was that, hooweve·r 
m·uch o·ne may ,search the' ~Scriptures, i'f 'b.:e dices n.ot ~nd· .Hlm, such study Is dn 
vain. And th·at is ,stil'l ·true. The 'Sorlptur&s bear witnesSi of Jesus ·Ohrist, Ibut 
we shaH s.tud'y them w.lthout 'Pl'oftt unles's in w1:1 our ·mtjd~t8:t1on we ftnd our. way 
to. J'eBU8 HI:ms,elf. . . .' . 
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I have read rom:ewhere ot.a·YO'llng m1ni&1ter,~o prea~o}i,ed·.ln the':heardng 
· of a minister of long. and wIde eXiperience. After the. service fihe young min
ister, desl-rine to prall., ·by. the l&;rger. experience of the older man, aaked Mm 

.' :what ibJe thought of his ·serm'oll'. The 'old lIIlan Balli',. "Wei'l, I had one serIous 
· fault to find, wdCh it, there was no, Christ in ,the sermon,." "But;" said' ,the' young 
man, ,"th·ere was no Christ In the text." "Bu~," .said: ihDs elder, "whex,e didJ yon 
1I.nd lot?" "I found it in the Bi'ble, of course," saJ.d the other. ".Alh," he saJid, "you 
cannot' find a text In the Bible in which there is. no OhriBt. Do you not know, 
young man, that in Engl'and all roads lead to London, and in the Bible every 
passage-points to Calvary?" "!But," said the young man, '''1 do not quite· see 
the way." "Then," said· the eld'er man, "YOU mus,t .find! the way, and .if you 
cannot find the w:ay, jump over hedgeS! and cLltches; bwt ·get to Jesus somehow." 
And that is the ·charm of the Biibl-e, tha.t it has one subject, and th'at subject is 
the Lord Jesus Chqo:i:st. . 

Perhaps one will .say, ·'But, 6~·r, there are o1imas when I desire to learn 
sometJhing about myself. For instance, 1 want to iknow something about my 
natural a.tate." The answ~r to ·that is' Chat you can never rightloy e&timate your· 
saLf eXicept In relation'Slhllp to Chriist. You IIlIUst measUJre youI"Self alwaYiSI :by 
Him. "For a,.s by one man's' dJisoibedience maJ!.Y' were mad'e .sinner·s, so by -the 
obedience :of on'e shall' many ,be made r·ighteous." The story of :the ·first Adam. 
suggests the story of ,the second Adam. It is 1,mpoBlSible that we Slhowd under
stand that story unless we find' our way to Christ. And S'O of the potentialities 
of human 'ldfe, of the utlIliO.st de'Velopm:ent of our own cha·racter. W'here al'e 
yoou gOOng to find: a worthy 'i'd·eal if you mia.s ChrJst? And! where can you find 
power ·to r.aaHze the id'eal wpart ·from Him? If you would· learn what a man 
ought to :be, and! what God ha,.s ·planned he may be.come by HIs grace, yoou must 
have .be£ore your 1IIl·1nd a ;fuH-sdzed. .picture of Jesus .Ghrist. In the practiool 
illa1:ter of seek:ing light 'on me's duties, the Lord· Jesus is our IStandard. iRe 
must Ibe put fil'lSt, o·r we (lI!.D.not ibe true; nor can, we .properly &erve In any 
oSIpihere until we ,have learned' to r'll'late a'll our conduct ,to Him. ;r,r y.ou young 
people. would ')mow what YOU'l" duty I'll' w~th respect to ·the rellooatiOOlS that a·re 
so ·POlPu,lI8.r .to-d:a.y you must fi·rst learn wha.t your pro-per relations:hdp ,to Christ 
i's, an'd your relaot"iona.hip to Christ wUl ·determdne Y:OU1' relationship to al!1 ·these 
IIlIII.tters. There i,s .1itU'e IPro'fit .in . .stud!y-ing 'mere a;b-s.tract princi'ples. We must· 
see those llrincipleSl in· exercise, exe~11fied: in the character and ministry of 
our Lord, or we ,have not co·me into· the filII bight. 

In intellectual matters, also, .the 'Slame 1.& .troue, We must Ibrln,g .everything 
to this one Standard. "The! weapons of ou·r warfare are not 'carnal." Wihat are 
they? They al'6 "mighty throug.h Go·d: to the ,pu1Wng dJown of stronghold:s; cast· 
ing down i,magdnatioill's .... and bringdng into- captivity every thO'llgiht to the 
o:haddence of Ohrdst." And it is not unta we 'have made ·Christ Lord in the 
realm of the intellect, subj-ectJng' aU our thinking to His· author-itY', :tha-t we 
have learned ,to ·think ·rioghtly. '~Bewar& lest anY man .spoil you Chrough pMI· 
OYo.phy and. vain deceit, after the trad,ition of men, afote·r the rud:iments. of th·e 
world, and: n'Ot after Christ": beware Otf anything that ds "'not after -C-hmst." S'o 
you see the prlnci·ple~ I·f you wouldl know w·hether a 'book is good or .bad, test 
it by tM's :stanllal\d.; and lof }"Ou would ·know wheth·er your .meChod ·of .stud!y of 
a particu,lar section of .Scripture 1-s' proving .profitable to you, consider ho·w fa·r 
that study, whether it be of the Old Testament or of the New, i& f.ncreas:ing 

· your knowledge .of the Lord Jesus' ,ClJll'ls.t. 'We m·u.s:t find ,our way to..Jesru-s. 
P.er:haps another w,i:1l enquir.e, "Do you me'an that where 'I come to such 

books as l7he bookS of Kings and of Chronicles I am. to :find Ohrist ·there?" -I 
heard' Dr. R .. S. McAr·thur once say, apologiz.ing· l)or the llun, Ilhat history rig.htly 
interpreted' 1.& simply HiSI story. And t~at is true. AU history ill' related to t4e 
Lord! Jesu.s -ohnist; and, 'Witihout ·human. d·e·sdgn,. all history is dated ,from. ais 
ad:vent Into. the wo·rId.; it f.SI·etther B.C. or: A.D. . " 

. [Before ·1 cOlIlle -to the' .s.tiU more ,practical ,part o~ my add·ress· Chis . evening, 
I' want ··to meet another: obje,ction. Someone ihere Ipo:s.silbly may say, "Belfore I 
can ibow to ·Ch·a aut·horUY' of ·thls Book of wpj'e:h you are sp'e'aik!ing, I must 1mo·w 
that. it is really the Word~ (l.f God, 'alld I want .first of al'l to ddS'cover Illy what 
stan~rd· I am to judge the Bible itSlelf.'·' Again, my answer i·s. the same. . The 
Standard Iby which you. are to judge the iB-1,ble itself is Jesus Ohrist. He Is the 
one Suibject of tile Book. He ds the one a.uthoriltaf:1ve Standard ,by which 'every 
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work contained .in.this Book is to',be measured. We &hall see ·more of that in 
.our 'later study;' 'But just.at .the outset we 'may observe that our LOII'd JeSiuB 
has iP'ut His imprimatur upon: the ·en:tire.Old· Testament; and it is -impossible 
for you to accept'J8S'I1s a·s Saviour and! Lord, as "God. manifest in. the fies.h'," 
and bow to 'His au·thority, and eome to that WIord wlth a desire to know -H~s 

. will, It is lm·poss~ble thus to !bow mthout accepting! the ddv.!ne in:spiration and 
authority o.f the Old Testament Seri'ptu'res, as Wlei!l as the New, ·because:.JeSllls. 

'. has certified· to their accuracy, to their historicity, He has certi!fied· to their 
.d.lvine authority; an'(l~ it is logi'ca:lly i-m.posSll!ble.·to deny the ddvine l;n·spiration 
· and authoriby of the Old Testament without ,thereby ImpugnIng the authority, 
and impLicitly denying, the Ded-ty of Christ. Therefore, for. the determination of 

. our attitude toward the Bible dtseH, we must make -the L01"d! .Jesu'S our .on·e 
Stan'dard and! Guide. 

Woe come, there'llore, to. this, that the S·ci'lptu'res of the Old' an·d New Tes·ta· 
ment gdve 'lIS an IrufaHible standard, :by whIch truth may ,be idientified. 

II. 
If that 'be 510, if JesuS' ds the sulbject of the 'Book, the ,practieal ques.uon ls, 

Where are 'We to begin' -How are'we to ibegin the; study o!f this !Book In order 
that we iIlllay get to 1m'ow all -that ·w.e po·ssl:bly can knGW a.'bout the LGrd. Jesus 
Christ? .' 

,S'hall we Ibegln with Genesis and read through: the Book? The Bible ds·the 
Word 'Of the Author o,f the na·ture of thllllgs, and· He :Who wrote the BOOk 
lmows the COD'stlot'lltion o·f the human mind. Thds ioa. the glleatest tex;t·,'book on 
.psycholo/W that e,ve'r WalS w·ritten. You wll!l .find· that .princ.iples of rlghot action 
whl·ch operate In human Ufe and which are the T'eSult of man's observation of 
th·e o:peration 0If the 'h'lIman mind, a·re in aecord! w.1tih the tpTinclples' of tJMs 
Book. For instance, .1 wondier .If any ()If you have ever stud,led' newspaper 
psyclllOlogy;? Most poo.ple read ,the 'headUnes in the ntl'WoS;paper fir·st. T;he 
heading Qf the article ~romises s'ometJhln:g ata1"tll:ng, and: you read the firo8,t 
paragraph. Then you read :per·haps 8Jeveral columns only to find that all that 
.Is contained, In the columns which follow has 'been summarlzed and condensed' 
int'o the ,fir.st .paragraiPh. The -reason for that ·is this: U 'I begin. to talk to Y'OU 
vMs evening in a somewhat prosy fa9hiiQ1l, as 'I dare say I have done, you w1l1 
be courteous enough to sit there In the hope of hearing SIOmething more inter· 
esting 'by and by. .So thougth.I fait to secure your ·intere.st at fir,Sit, there Is some 
ho,pe that [ may capw.·re YlOur dnterest by and Iby. ·But If I write :solDll}tJMng for 
you,' I must 'Put the ~nte~esting thing in tme very first wor,d I' write, or else you 
w11l not 1"ead. dt; unless ·the !first sentences Cihal1El1Jl1gle thIe read.er's· lnter-est, the 
book is lett unread. News,pa;per ·men have learned that long ago, and so they 
PUt the most interesting thing they ,have to ·say In the very first ·paragraph. An 
instan,ce of what I .mean is -in the report Y'ou read, to-day of the'E!IIlJgagement of 
the Duke of Y.orlk to the 'Ilauglhter of .the Earl of Strathmor·e, How did tlb.e 
newf:l/Papers repo'1"t that? DId thoey g.o right iback to the genesis of thingiSl and 
tEllll y.ou of a d,ay when thiS' Earl',s' dlaughter was ibn1desmaid. to PrincesS' Mary? 
Did it recite ,the w,h'G}.a'story of thei·r finddng :an in-teroest .in each other? Not at 
all. It ,began wU!h the .moot IStrikl.ng and! most Intereetin'g .. thlng; ilt saM, they 
are en,ga.ged, aU the details a1"e gliven afte'rward's .. If we are to 'study .the Bible 
wIth ~nterest we mUSit get to ·the most Intel'es~n:g thdn·g in ·it to 'beglin with, 
because the subject of thJs Ibook, the most Interesting thing 'In the Book; Is on 
every .page o·f It; but it 1.s unUke any other .su'bject, fIor hav'lng i()nce engaged 
your dnteres.t it can :hold I.t; th·rough 'all eternUy. "For in him dwelletih aU the 
·f·UIlness of the Godlhead' boddly"; ,In Him' "ar!'l ·hid! aU tihe treasu'res Oif. wisdom 
and; kn'oW'ledJge." I:f I were 81peaking· tG an unco·Jlverte·d. man who wanted to 
·know Wlher-e to !begln nth .the Bllble, 'I wo.Uld 'not ·teU !hIm to begin even· with 
Matthew: I woul'd' glve him the story II!- :!Ir·ief.of the iblrth, .and death, and 
resurrection of Chmst, That Is the w.ho'le ~:ulbject of the Book, and',tf !h'e has 
that, it wiN h01di IhJs intelleSt. The details iIle can ®tu'lily -later and forever: But 
as for those who are Ohrl&tlans, where sha.lJ. we ibegin? I 'Woul'd recommend 
1Ir&t of aLI a ca·reru'! studlY of the four g'OSlPels" Matthew: Ibeg:ins, "The ooOik of 

· th·e .generation 0If Jesus Ohri·Sot, tJIie son· of Davdd, the 'Son of Albr.anam." . :He 
throws you right .back Into the Old Testament at -once .. Mark:-beglns 'hIs' OOQ1!:, 

· ~'The beginndng of the gospel o,f JesoUs Christ, the ,S'on of'.God ... · Lu·ke blltg;in~ 
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by 68.Yi~~ .that he is goi,ng to :write eoncernlng thln$'s which ii.r~ mo'st certainly 
believed am'ong us, that as .oth:ers !had, taken -in. hand t.Q. write tlliese things, he 
w.ould . -also give an account of the things of which he had been the witness·, 
Johli.:-begin,s, '''In the ibeg,innin~ was the Word, and..t;he Word'w-as Wlit110 God', a.nd 
the.Word was God." .Now y()U have in the gostpel's' the U~e·etory of Jesus Christ. 

. Do not trouble y.our.Slelve·9 at ,the outset about their Wpparent differences. SUll' 
· po.Sdng there were an acciodlsnt out here at the corner of Gerrard and. Jarvis 

streets, a ·D1IOtor accld,ent, ifJor example, and a poUceman arrives on the scene. 
Several .peolple are stand,in,g ther.a, and' lie 'says, "Did' you &ae this.?" They sa)', 
"Yes." He ta·kes theIr names., and iby and !by they are aSlke.d. to· gdve e:vidence. 
We 'W'ill suppose thare are .f()ur ,people, and ,they g.ive an -account of what they 
saw: First of all, It would appear that they did not quIte agree. What is the 
difference? Ask them, One man saYlS, "I Wlas @(ling east on Gerrard! a.nd' I 
saw-" Wel~,.f.f 1 were a Lawyer, 1 should' ;say, "Wher>e were }'lOU go~ng?", "I 
was going east on Gerrard,." Of another J: would ask, ''What dId yOU see?".,-"I 
was ,goin·g· along Ge·rrard. s,treet."-"w:b.ere were you on Gerrard street?"-"I 
WlaS' on t.he south sid'8 of the street."-":And: which way were you going?"-"I 
was gOing west." He d.id iIl.Ot 'S'e8 what the ot!lJ,er man saw. How could he? 
The one wali going east and .the other west. 'Another comes along and he says" 
"I was walking north on Jarvi& 'Sltreet, when I .saw so·and·so." "And on. which 
side of ,th·e .. street were y()u?'" "I was on the ea,st sld'e of Jaryis street, an·d 
south of Gerrard street." AiIlother man W8.S1 com·i1lJg south on Jarvia. They 
.each 'have a d:lffel"ent story to te~l, but each o,ne 18 oomplementary to the other. 
Ti110ey are all true, ,though in some respects .their stories d~ffer. They are all 
true witnesses;. !but eac:hJ saw the accidlent f,rom a dUf·eren·t point o,f vIew from 
·the others. '.' 

Now, ddvine In,slpiratiOon does not destroy the peculi'ar chaMcterlsbics' of 
the Iper·Slonaonty ,througlh whom it s.peallm. Als '~r inlstance, J.et us sup.pose there 
are differen·t coLour,S1 in these windows; there may Ibe Mue and pu,rple and· violet 
and yellow and red; and! the morning sun ,str·ea,1lhS ,throug.h thoese colou:r·~d· 
g.la·sses. It is a:ll Soun,l,ight, but is coloured: 1bY' the Iiled,ium through which i,t 
s'hines. An'd .800 God does n,'Jt spe'ak through Ma..tthew in Iprecisely the· same 
way in .whlch He spea;ks through Mar.k, nor through Luke as He speaks through 
JaM. But.f.t is God, Who spewks in each ease. 'It Is the voIce o.f the Holy Spirit; 
and they are wll'Wng the 'Sltory of the mdn.istry o,f ;TesUJs .In the days ot lIds flesh 
'from d~iffereTht points of view, and' it I~ all true. ,So that 1 ·tlhin-k we sihould ,begin 
witih an unde.r,standing IQIf His ear,thly minIstry. John's statement of the ,pur· 
pose Q.f His .g,os.pe~ .f.s ,equally e:x:planatory of the purpos.e ·mnn.\ng throOug;h the 
other three: "And, m'any other s,igns truLy dIld. Je.ws in the Ipresence of ,his 
d-lslCI'ples, wiMch are not wriUen In t'Ms !book; .bu·t the,se are written that yA 
ml.goht belleove that Jesus Is the Christ, the :Son .of 'God'; and that ,believing ye 

· mig'M hav'e life througli 'hds n-ame." , 
I think it Is correct to say that you ·ca..nnot obtain a complete outline .plcture 

of Jesns in the gO'SlPeIs. You wdl1 have to read: Iille Acts of the Apo.stles; for 
while In the gospels we have the story of His !bIrth, Hi-s mInistry, His death, 
His resurrection, His ascension, In the Acts we have the -record of the descent 
()f the Holy ,Spirit .f.n fuldHmen-t o.fi HilS .pl"onllise. Andl the proof of the Goslpel.s 
Is In tlh·a supernatural character olf the ministry ex;erclsed by the apostleSl whom 
He had chose~. Therefore, I wan,t to suggest to every young disC'iople that the 
flr.sot and ·mo&t Important thing is a knowledge ot the Gospels and the ActS· of 
the Apostles; for therein you have a 'pidure of Jesus coming outl of t.he glory, 
down to the manger, mad:e und'er tJhe law, Irving Hi:s I.Ue, dYling His dre-ath, Ibelng 
burled, rIsing again, ascending, receiving. o,f the ·Father the promisa of .the Holy 
Spirit; oinstitutln'g Hi·s churcih, and wrdLing the first ch~pters of her history. 

We '1Iw,y nom go back into the Old Testament with GhriBt. 'Once we know 
.Who lIe is, and mave a clear vieow IOf ,that portrait of Christ s'ketched foOr UJS' in 
the Gospels and' ,the Acts, .know Him a,s' the Eternal S'On o·t the Fath,er, we can 
go back with Him .f.nto the Old· T'estament. For iWsltance, 'let me !!how you wlha! 
1 mean. The flrst iIlook o'f the Bi.bla begins, '''In the beginn'ing Godl crea·lied the 
heaven and! tihe ea..rth.. ·And' the earth was wIthout If o I'm , and void, and darkness 

· waSl'~pon, the f·ace of ·tl).e ·deep. And. ,the . .spirit ·of GoOd: moved' u'pon :the face 
of the wa.ters., .And God said, 'Let there lbe llght; and,) there was·Ught." I put 

. do1>.n Ibes.id'e that th'e first chaopter of John: "In the !be~nnlng was the' Word, 
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and the Werd! was wtth GoOd, and the WGM was God. Tlhe ,same WH ~n iJle 
be.g.lnn'ing w:ith God. All thmga were mad'll !by him; and without him was' not 
any' .tihing mad,e that W'8IS made." I thus find! Jesus in: th·9 belginning and' all 
threugh the book of Genesis. And let me lay dQwn ,this IPrincLpie in that con· 
nectien. Y:'Ou wdll find in your study of the GospeLs', andl at the Acbs, and Gf the 
Scriptures 'in general, that t'he aooeme of redemptien was ne after-theught, 
but U was the ulllfO'lddDJg .of God's. eternal pur,pose. Yell' wiU read: "Gf the LamIb· . 
slun from tihe fQundJ8ition of the world." If t:ha.t be so, we siheuld: expect. ~ find 
8'ome foreg1eam'S of .that Ultimate pu·rllose in the :Old! Testament. 'If .by a cer
talil pr.mci·ple God: is -to red'eem mankind·, YlO'Il wilL .find! Him gdnngl ipreintima
-tiens en! that purpose, and H1ustra.tien1s and exam'ples of the outWiOr.kinge of· 
.that IPrinciple. NoW' we know that it Wa.& God's plan te save the wONd! bY' the 
principle of an incarnation; that He was to redeem man not ,by wbstrac.t phU
GSiOlPhies, not by Sletil of roll'les, not !by any ·principle of 'law, ibu·t !by takiing u'pon 
HimseLf our na.tu~e and! being made in ,the MlJrene.ss of men, andl living. out tihe 
truth befere ,tihe ·eyes Gf men, as In ,tihese passages: "'The law was given· !by 
Moses, 'but grace and tro:th came !by Jesus Christ"; "The Word waa made fleah 
and' tabernacled' among u.sr-,-came te live aIDIOng u.s--and: we beheld his g.lory, 
as of the onLY' ibegotten Gil th,e Father, ful'l of glrace and! troth." And, 1,f GoOd is 
toO save the world! ,throOugh pe,rsonal1ty, ,by tihe principle of inca~nation, 'We ·may 
expect to see Him ,setting that prin:ctple in e.peratiOiIl. rlgIht bom the !beginning. 
And that .til what He 008Sl, and: that .is why the B~ble is fliH of !biographies. 

Shall ,I glive YGU Gene.sds in a. few wor.ds? Heifa yoou ·have I:t. There i8' a 
g·rea.t ,mountain range, and, these are tihe outstanding pea.k.s-Ad:am, Enech, 
NQah, A!br.aham, Isaac; Jaceb, Joseph. 'Is there an·ytMng <>mUted ·from the book 
of Genesis when yeUi ha.ve these biogr8iplhdes? Around- these great pel'lllOnaMties 
the .history of God's ulllfoOlding .pu~po.s.e gathel'l8. Andi you w.nI find .in every· one 
of ,them some .suggestion of tihe coInling One. U you com·e into the ,Exodus, the 
wlbJole lIeriod indeed! from Egtypt Into .the ,prom·ised 'land, there are two 'OlI1t· 
&tanding per.sonalitie'Sl-Meses and: Aaren, and a.wun·d them i:'3-tihered: ,the his· 
tory 'Of those forty year.s. When yoil come to the proD;llf,sed- land you ,th'ink 
immelLiately 'Of J'Oshua, and of the boo'k tihat bears :his name. You .&te-p on 
throug.Il the Old Testament, and! you Mve such characters as De,boraib., and 
J ephthah, and Gideon, and Samson, during the ,petiod of the Judges, a.nd then 
a woman arI,ses, and' Ib.·er nam'S is Ruth; and as YIOU read! her &oo,ry you find ,that 
the Lord Jesus iSi in every 'line of it. ,She is one of ou,r Lord's ancestors. YGu' 
pass immediately k'om Ruth into the books of Samuei, and 8IgI8in you come 
inte the mountain ranges, and you ihave lSaul, and David, and Solomon, and 
Reheboam; and then the dlvisioOn of the- kingdom ,into the kingdoms of Israel 
and of Judah; bhe new kingd'Om ~ the ten trlbes, ,begiJming with "Jeroboam, 
the flIOn of Nebat, who made Is'rael to sin." Follow the line and: yo,u wdll.sae his 
graduaUy-dim.indSlh!ing: kJingdGm unttl £t d'epar.ts, andi .is IbloOtted! 'Out Ilrom th,e lpage 
of hiatory. But in eVMY one at these you will find 'some suggestion, either by 
contrast or -comparison, of the 'Lord Jesus. oIt is a.round, His' personality the 
historica'l iPOO",tions of ·tihis Book are grouped'. .oT glance at the roll of the 
prophets-EUjah, EliBlha, to w.IlQm our Lord Tefer·s a's tY'Pes of Himself; and 
then Isaiah, Je'remiaib., Ezekiel; andJ Daniel, lIoOSJea, Jona.h, and' all the other 
miner proPhets. Throug·h, aLl these pe1'SOna~it1es Godl's pU'1'lpo&e ran; and as 
yeu study the hi.&torical' and: ,prophetical .portions. as tihey relate ,to the comIng 
Christ, as ;they prepare the way for Christ, it 'ls nolt· ddMcult for one soon to gao 
a bird'lHlye. view oIf the whole Old! Testam'ent bY' tbJese outstand:1ng names, .aU 
of them speaking Of the :sa'oond' Ad~ WhQ was to come. . . : 

It ts most tntere'sUng to read the story of any human 'life. And tihe :Bioble 
is ,full of the most fascinating. storiEliSl Of al1 liter8ltmre, and! .they aU !lead. us at 
last to ,the Lol'ld! JeslUS Christ. .Thesame is ,true of the New Testament. You 
get the SUlbject of Jesus :fI.mt, you geb the 'outline of HIs character, in that 
dfvinely-dmwn ipOrtrait in 'the Gospels and ~n the Aocts of the Apostles. Yeu 
go 'back ~nto the Old Testament and· you see Him 'UghMng 11!P every page .of 
history, walking w,J,th You all ·the way through unUI you come ,back into· the 
New TeSitaiinent, and you dlscov,er £t 1s th'e same Jes\llSl··that the ,prophets mid 
would ()Ome; and you read w.t·th glowin.g ·understand·in,g -in the firso chapter.:·ot 
the He;brew.SI, '.'Got;l, 'whe at sundry tim-es and .in d·iyer.s maD!llel1S spake in .tlme 
past. unto the fathers' .by t'he IProph.et-!!I, .hal:!h· in ~hes·e· ll:\lst days spoken unto us 

.', 
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by Ihds Son": all down throug!h the ageS He haa !been tpre,paring. the way for 
His ultImate a.ppearance in full-orbed glory !n the' Person of IHIs Son. 
. Let us go wIth Him now into ,the New T·estameDIt. We have $en Him 

'cl"IucHled, !buried, raisedi 8Igain, and asceniling into ·the glory, and we hear. ,L1l'ke 
ea.y4ng in the Acts, "The former treattse have 'I .1JlIad,e, .Q TheophlllLB'-rellerrfng 
00 the gospel whdch !bears his name--of aliI that Jews began both to do and 
teach, until the day .in which he was truken up, after that he, through the Holy 
Gh.ost, ha.d given comman{iiments unto the apostles wlhom he had chosen." .And 
you have in .the second chapter of Acts the ituJ:fllment of His promise and 'the 
descent of the Holy SpirU, and a New Testament fU1lIStra,tlon o.! the ,princl,ple of 
the Old Testament, that God came dOWn and! took uipOn HimlSlEltf our <1J.elJh, 
became par.ta:ker of our nature in order that we migibJt Ibecome pa-rtaJker.s of His. 
For wlha·t is the !lui·stor,yof the New Testament Church? Immed·iately the ·Bun 
gh.ines 1l'pon a IID.l()11ntain ileak again, and "Peter STOod: u'P 'with the eleven." Can 
you not see him? A human .per:ronallty filled! with the HIO'ly Ghost. ",ChrioSlt 
in you the Ibope of glory." He i8 going, .to write the ,hiBtory of 'the ChurCh 
biog·raphice.l'ly; He Is g>aing to mlIIke history by making men and ~e men wi!1 
make history. Wlhat have you in ilie Acts ot the Apostle·SI? There are many 
g;lor.tous oharactel'lS portraye'd tJl!.er.e, but you can cov·sr ,the Acts of the Apostles 
wiif;h. a few names. TIllere w·ere twe~ve lllpost~es, oot you d·o not hear of many 
o.t them.. There were ,Peter and! J.ohn; then another l1D.'an arilre9, his name is 
St~hen', and! a wlhol'e 'chapter and part of another IS! devoted ·to :Mm and he goes 
home to gloory. :And! .thenipresentli you see another, 'Phmp; then a man called 

. Sa-ul o,f Tarsus, and. pres·en·tly Ja-mes reappea·rs on the scene. And: there -are 
.wch charaoters as· Barnabas, and ApolwB, and Aqudla, and' Prilroma. It is IJ. 
simple human story, tell1ng of men and women of ~i"ke' passions wiith O!UMel'Ves. 
Thus you have ,the story of ·the eaTly .Ohurch in 'the story of the men and women 
who y.ield<ed! 1lhoeIIliSle'lve.s to the Lord Jesus, who were fined w.ti'h His ·S.pirlt, and 
who 'Went on lilVing HiB life before men. What have you then in the Acts of the 
AJpo&tles? You have ,th.e record oil the inauguration, (}of the d1ispenlSation of the 
Holy Spiri,t !by vIrtue or .the atonement of the .Son, 'in :fu'lfilment of the promise 
of the .Fa·ther, thUS' accompMshing the remaking o,r lID.en in the 1i-~eness of God. 
When you come to Paul's epi4!ltles ·for an ellllboration of the doctrines' of the 
go.s·pel, you a~~eadY' ·knoWi 6001ID.et:hfng. aibO'll.t ICo.r1nth. You can under.9tJandl the 

• epistles to ,th'e Cordnthians and to the iEphes.lan.S' and' ,to the TIllessalonian'B and 
,the chlU'ch6!i in Galatia. IPaul apparently never saw the pea,ple at Cow·SIS·e. it 
is possi'ble, therefore, to brmg. the New Testament !before you in thiS! group of 
names, md you have all the writers of the iNew Testament-'Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, JOihn, Lu'lre the author of the Acts, the author of. Roomans and! of Corln· 
thians·, and Ga'la-tJianis, IDphes4anS', PhUippillnS', Colo,SlSoian,s, ThsSosalonians, TIm
othy, Titus, P.bdlemon, first andl secon·elI of Peter, you klIlow something. Bib out 
him, and of Juil'e, and! of John ,the brother of, James, with> tbe gIl'eat Aipoea'lypse 

. &ot the end. Therefore, the Bible 1-80 really a .self·ULu,stratin·g and: ,slelf·explaindn:g 
Book, and' I venture to believe that if in our stud'y of tbe Bi:ble we ibegin by 
studydJlgl U ,by. itlJelf, without .helps, andpermitJtin:g the Book to s.peak ·foor itsel,t 
as the Holy .SpirIt intel'ipretSi -it to us, we' shall find it e~ceed·ingly profitllible. 

What I have said :will be of no .profit unless we 'begin to put it in practice. 
I :Sotate .the ipr.inclples again: the princIpal sulbject dB! JeSl)l.So, all oth·er subjects 
ibeing su'oord:lnate t.o that main ·theme; th,e .place where we .find the port·raf.t 
most clearly drawn, the Gospels and' the Acts, the6e portions ofScrlpture ~
rung the eternities, telling us' when·ce He came, whither He has gone, and that 
He wi'l~ cOIne again. Go back with Him as ·the Eternal Soon of God: into the Old 
Toest4!omen..t and you will find .·that He Ugh-ts Ill'l) every page .in the .!!'tOry·a.f the 
great persona'lities' that ,point· to H!IID., and make promiSle of His co.ming. You 
find. the same truth when you g.o through the New Testamen:t in:to. the' Acts an.<l 
the Ep1.SItles: "Christ in yeu the hope of g.lory;" God' spe'aking through human 
p8raonaUtles, And in all thIs we mllls.t Slhut ourselv~SI up to the' on:e ddvi·ne 
Teacher. and subordinate every hum,jlJl help to that oriE! authoritative Voie:e. So 
""HI He lead' u:s into His trea-Sti.re"house, and as' w·e come'. we shall be IIIb'le to 
SlY; "He ibroug,ht me ·to the banq~ting bou:se, and Ibis·,banner over me was love." 

Note:-.A •. ·eXirlained in last week's issue. owing to the EditOr's' a.bsence: aad' io. r~ 
to lllall.7· requests, this series of addresse, _ on ''Row to Study the Bible" delivered by D'r; ShleIds 
·three; "!U! BIrO, wDi be printed in.tead dI tb~ \1'wl sermon. .Addre •• in this iuue ia the aeCoud 
of the ,seru:', .'. . .'.'. .' ~ .... .' . . . 
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ebitorial. 
IN THE SOUTHLAND. 

By the Editor, Maco", Georgia, February 16th, 1928. 
For severa.l days. we have endeavored to get something written for 

The WUneBB famny, ,but ,duties have crowded 60 closely one 1liPOn another 'the 
Sunday midnight "ha.s passed with nothing'done. "While men slept the enemy 
sowed tares"; it is a good thing therefore to stay awake somefimes to try 
to do a little good while some men 'sleep. 

It Is just a week and a couple of houl\9 since we left the most a.i!ectiona.te 
church family in the wortd (exce,pt'youre, of course, brother pastor). We 
have felt ever since as! though we had mis1!'8d d~nner ·for a ·month, :because we 
had, no tIme that ISunday night to ·say good4Jye. And we have made a resolu· 
tion-we are not going to leave home on 'Sunday night for anylbody in future! 
Some of the ·friends in ·the South imagine Canada i.& a very cold country. Of 
courose they are mistaken! We Iburn a little coal i·t is true, 'but what would 

'. the coal men do if we did not do a Uttle ,busdness with them? A brother told 
me to-day of a friend of h-is who had an e~perience changing a tire in Canada 
at forty-two !below zero; and he thought it was near Toronto! I assured hIm, 
of COUrtl'e, that he would have to go several ·hundred: mileBl from our summer 
resort to find that temperature. As we write it OCoo1"& to us to wonder whe
ther there might be another explanation, viz., whether the motorist' WRB a 
fundamenta:11st and WRB' under the' necessdty of cbanging ·his tire on, Bloor 
Street West outside McMaster University? In SIIlch case, however, we are 
not sure "'·hether the temperlllture would be excessIvely l'Ow 'Or excessively 
high. In any event, we want Witness readers to know that we do not wear 
moccasIns nor furs In the pulpit when in Toronto. 

Detroit iso a fine .city, but it is Uke any other city in which Ii; traveller 
hlliSJ too walt iIi. a railway station-a d,reary spot. W'hy ·is It that when one 80 
often longs for a ·few hburs of lelisure, he is' unable to enjoy ·the inactivity of 
waiting in a r,aiaway station? Here is a subject for the .prof88Bil.onal psycholo
gist:, why whe·n one is going he wants to stop, and when 'he is stopped he 
wants to go! 

, We had Jeft the BIllOW behind ·before we reached Cincinnati, where we 
met good Dr. Goo. Rag};and, and 'had the joy of nearly ·three' hourS" ride to
gether to Lexington, Ky. Woe got off t·he t:l'lllin to Ibid him good~bye" and there 
WaiS a 'group of--!b,etter not tfay how many-we thought thirty ,to fifty, First 
Church people whom we greeted for about five ,minutes. What an unspeak
able delight true Christian fellowship is!, Those we meet In the fellowship 
of the gospel we ,feel we have known for a 'lilfetIme. 

On, llhe train eVeTylbody seemed to 'be ~odng to Florida. tA little tot en
quired of USI, "Are you going to Miami?" Canadians don't go, to Florida ilIe
cause they fee~ the 'cold at home, ,but only 'because' their aesthetle natures 
cannot well wa'lt till June to see the ·beauties of the summer. 

We reached Atlanta Tuesday forenoon. The weather was very comfort
ab'le, with a few good ~howeM suggesti:ve of Aprll. We were soon at home 
with soDie of the brethren, and one oil them took us for a 'dasll'lIIbout the city. 
Atlanta, we were told, WillS the second city In t'he South in popu:la.tion, 'New 
OrleRlliSl being first; but Atlanta is ·1I.l'Ist in aJ.l but .popuJB,tion. IIi' any event it ' 
is Ibeautiful for Situation, and we do not recall ever seeing in any clty'so many 
magnificent ho~es. No one could' tell us exactly where A:UaIi·ta'tt great weuth 
come!!' ·from, but it is Eividentthat Easy Street" Atlanta, has a Jia,rge population. 

Our' meeting ·In Atlanta was under ·the· auspices of the ''Bllly' Sunday 
Clu'b"~ We found them a company 'Of very earnest men ,with a. Passion fdr 
the souls of men. We were told that Bn~y Sunday'a.ml·sBdon'ln AtIlota did 
lasting good. We had lunch with two of tb.:e clu.b, a real estate man re,puted 
to Ibe· ,very wealthy, and a lawyer. T·hey' see~ed to be both whole-hearted in 
their Chri'stian faith and service, and lboth dating' their !!'pir1tual experience 
from BUly !lunday.'e minf.~ry: " ' 

The ·meettDg. was in the large Wti&ley' M&mOrlal Ch'\lTCh. The congregation 
could not :be de~bM 1119 great, 'but influential In ·its repreSentative charac; 
otero Wh~n the Chalr.man asked the minlstere to rise, thlrt,.-two responded. 
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We are always learning something. 'In Adanta we got a few lessons on 
'how to meet halof a town in a. few houm. We .accompanied one brother who 
illustrated a new iype of soc1a>b111ty-"bless your old heart" -he "SIIlre did".! 
Time would IfaU to tell of his inexhaustible s"llPply of good cheer, the fre&h· 
ness of his spirit, and the variety of his greetings. Crossing a 6Itteet with 
him we met a United States Senator to whom he said, "Good morning, Sen
Rlto;, this is Dr. Shield'S of Toronto, Canada. Well Senator, I'm ,mighty glad 
to . see you. I always did th-ink a aot of you-don"t sllJplXlse oit ever did ·you 
any good, Ibut it certa.inly never dId you any 'hlll1'm." All tMs' has a meanin·g, 
if o~e ·can only learn how to do it. . (When you sto.p your car ,for gasoline, don't 
forget ,to see to it that it has a full supply of oil! ). All this is writ7ten by one 
who is sometimes called a dlstul'lber of the peace, and -it is written with abso
lute &1ncerlty, and in perfect consistency...--once more, don't ,forget to take 
your oU :can with you: even a gun needs oiLing! 

We had lunch on Wednesday with Congress·man Upshaw-a good Baptist 
who is not a£raid to Ibe known as a Fund·amentalist, Rev. and Mrs. Luke Rader, 
Rev. Hugh S. Wallace, and s'ome othef'SJ. 

Macon WIllS. reached just in ·time to go from the station to the church 
Wednesday evening. We shall 'h-ave more to say of Macon in a later letter. 
Up to Sunday night we have· hea.d' ,twelve services. 

Dr. Martin A. Wood, Pastor of the Vine-ville Ch-urch, is an incarnation Gf 
the thirteenth chapter of first Corinthians. We mean in the true, strong, 
gently great, and greatly gentle sense of the chapter. Brother Wood is a 
strong man, and the divine gentleness make~ ·him great. 

We &poke at chapel oSel'V'ice at Mercer University 'Thursday morni.ng for 
twenty minutes. It its a great instltution with somewhere 'between seven 
,hundred and a thollJ&and stUdents-we heard no off·icial figures. Professor 
Newman, the great church hlsotorian, for.merly of McMaste~, Watt among the 
members of the FaeuJ.ty on the platform. There was a great assemlbly of 
students, and they seemed to 'be reSIPonsive to our &lmple ·message . 

. 'Sunday has been a fu1a, and we ,believe, ·fruitful day. In the morning we 
s1lOke on, "The God that AnBlWereth ,by Fire", urging the necessity of deter
mining to pray for a Heaven-sent rev·ival, even if it involved accepting a 
scorching th-ree and a h.alf years' drought as an initial answer to prayer, and 
an ind!&peilSlllble ,precursor of a ,beneficent manifestatlio'n of the su.pernatu·ral 
-in fire and rain ·from Heaven. W,hen we called upon the ·membersh!.p to 
resolve to accept the principle of Elijah's ·proposal and to be satisofied with 
no SIl·bstitute for Fire fram heaven, and ~u'blicly to avow that resolution as 
did the. people on carmel when 'they cried, "It is well s.poken", ·more thl;'n 
three hundred filed ,pa'Blt the 'Pastor coming up the different aisles, to take the 
Pastor's hand·. In' the afternoon we' told the etory of the rede·mption of 
Jarvi9 Stree~, and the ,pa-tient people listened with-. a·pparent eager·ness for 
more .than an hour and a half. The church was full at tlie evening servIce, 
and God was with us 8;1\1 the .. gospel of s&vatlon through the blood was 
preached. We ·have had a ha'PPY day, and after three great' services ,beside 
the 'Sunday School, this article Is scrilbbled all a sort of night-cap to help us to 
sleep, and to .Jet our Witness readers 'know that ·they are always wdth us. 

But we can·not close until we ·have written a few words on the important 
B1l'bject of the weather. We have to con·feBtSl that Thursday and Friday were 
ratlier Marchy.; but to-day was what. they call down :here, "a right pretty 
day". ThIs .afternoon all wdndows' were open, as. weltl 'as ·the front doors; 
and we drove ;to lihe church in an open car without an overcoat, and were too 
warm! But we are tol~·that this "rI~t lPl'etty weath~r'" may not last long, 
in fact, ''they'' say that this weather .fs rather ·"unusual". (OaUfornians will 
please obserye ~t_ bhey have ·no mon'Opoly' of "unusual" weather.) 
. These Vin,ev1l:1e Church friends want to vary our program'me and secure 

our release' from Jacksonville to stay 'here another Sunday. Un·lJess this is 
done we shalt ibe· iil Jacksonville, Florida, Febru~ 21st; and- Green Cove 
Springs B£b1e Confer~nce twenty-second to twenty..sdnh. If ·there is no SiP8elal 
Convention called. in Ontari~ and .Quebec, we 'have other engagements in thIs 
Solithland---of which-"more bime bye". . 

If our readers ·find ~es·e notes In a llg~ter vein ,than they' expect, they 
mu&t remem·ber that .they are written to. use u'p the little surplus energy after 
a f,uJ.l ~d' lon~ :Sunday. of ,four services-Just the whippin~ of the 'white' of 
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the egg . afte~ the yolk has: :been ~'sed ~or ,ih .:c~~kiJlg~i( . YO;'" '~on'i . like it, ti'.' 
as· we do. with th,a,t' ornliimental imitation. -ow. ·,t)ie. la!ltes. cover tJ?!31r pte~ 
.with·:"leave it on :the plate, : l'!e~, :Xe~te.r, ~e' t:I:lay be a~l~ ·to s\,!r.ve up so~e 
rea~ 'm~a~~ie without any. :whi,pped frot~· on t~,e. top:-~eanw'hJle, . .. , 

"'To 'bed, to bed", said sleepy head." 
" (Note: ,Sci'i'b'blled, .but not read Iby us.) .. ' :. 

P.S.-lM-ust stay awake a little IlQnger,-long enoug'h to say that was a great 
telegram received Sunday afternoon, telling us of twelve 'hundred and' ~~y. 
three in J·arvis Street School. Evidently the scattering occulon,e.d !by: the en
listment of new teacherS' just 'before the Pastor left spells increase. If Toronto 
weather is fair ·we expe'ot to see that augmented teachoing staff put the attend· 
ance up to fllfteen 'hund,red next Sunday. Let every;t)ody hel'll. . 

PROXY DELEGATES· 
A brother 'called in our office last: week and informed us th'at a certain city 

pastor was dndustriously visiting his fiock, and everywhere tell.ing: them that 
Jarvis ,Street was the first churC'h to appoint proxy delegates ~ the Convention; 
and we. were· asked to oiffer a word of explanaMon. 'Dhis we gladly dc;>. . So far 
as we know, the first t'ime- proxy delega.tes were admi.tt~d to the C.oIi.Vention 
was at the famous GueLph Convention, when it was decided to est8iblish JM.c.. 
Master University in Toronto rather than in WoodsUock. That Convention 
was made up very Largely of proxy delegates. Churches from all lOver thjt land 
who could not send delegates were 'requested to appoont Toronto people as ~hIi.1r 
delegates to represent iIIh'em at Guelph; anci we have ibeen infqrmed 1:bat ·the 
Gual-ph Convention was really rpa.cked· with Toronto delegates. It was. by ,t~.at 
method, the lo·cati()lD. of iMcMaster was' determined. ·We ,have examined 'the 
Year Book ,for thall year and find .that the 'Proxy delegates were choallenged, and 
the .late Dr. 'D.· iE. Thomllson, who was then iPres1dent, ··ruled, Qiat what· the 
constitution did not prohibit it permitted; and the moti9n to refuse .tlJ.ese 
delega1les seats was declared out of order. . . : . 

Since. that time 'MoMaster Undvel'Sity has resorted ,to the use of proxy on 
every occasion when it' has 'had, .an axe to grind. This was done in the 1J3100r 
Street Convention, and at many Conventions since. ~ . 

Because we ,knew of this practice, we openly discu!!lsed the question dn the 
pages of The Gospel Witness ;prior .to ,the Lon,don OOlIlvention of 1ol1-l!4.·. ·We 
quoted from the Year ,Books at ,tha.t time, and announ,ced that if' .there. were 
any churohes too far away to send delegates, who desired '1'e,pre~ntat.ion and 
who were in agreement with our 'Position in .the Faunce matter, JarV1s Stree~ 
would ,be wdUing to provide delegates. :Six or seven churches wrote us, and 
we SJPPointed noine delegates. At the London Convention this ·question was 
discussed in the Executive Oomm:f'ttee; and, we were called by long dis·1la.nce 
telephone a:nd told that an effioll't would ,be made to refuse seats to our proxy 
delegates. We replied ·that. we hoped the effort would 'be successful, fot:the 
reason ·that we .s'hould gain infinitely more lIhan we .should lose; for we knew 
that the .Con'Vention would, 'be crammed from the other side. We were informed 
'by an officer of the Gonvention that when the matter was discussed and 
examined, it was ,found that to refUse to seall .proxy delegates would work slieh 
confusion as to almost destroy that pa·rticular iOOIIlVentIOn, there wei'e 60 many 
of them. 

WhUe we are on tlhis subject we .may saY.that we believe the 'principle' Is 
not unsound. For example: If there shQuld be ,churches in the 'Prov
ince of Quebec, or in any ollher remote ,part of the Oonvention, who could 
not possibly afford to' send delegates to Toronto when the meetIng Is ibeing 
held in thds· city, it that church knows that a certain matter will come before 
the Con,venti-on, and- that . church desires to record i1l3 vote, it is per.fectiy 
fair that some way should 'be found whereby ·that church should register dts 
·conviction. Otherwise, on th·ab great matter it is really disfranchised !by. its 
geogr~phica~ po~tion and its consequent iIiabiiity to ,p~ ,for representation. 
And here and now we say to all the chur-ches of the Convention :wb.o stan'll 
with us on the 'matter now engaging t~e ConvenM.on's attenUon-every.bod,y 
'knows where Jarvis Street stands, and how .jarvis ,Street members would· be 
J.ike17 to vOte at a Convention-mid U there 'be a' ch,urch, Qr Q\l~N4~, aJlf 
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num'ber of them', who desire repl'e!!limflatlon at 'the next !Convention, In order 
. that they may' register their vote in opposition to Modernism, Jarvis Street 
wUl undertake to provide those delegates;· '. .' . , 
. Jarvis Street is not the only church thll;t wUI do S()I. 'fOT t>here are many 
other churches-many of them in tMs e1tY-Whose me1D!bers will ta.ke ipreclsely 
the same stand. . 

,We 'believe, Iliowever, it is deSinllble that the chur,ches should ,be represented 
by t.heir own mem'bers; and we would 8Ug,gest that> the chur,ches begin at once 
to .raise money, as a contri:bution to our missionary and educational work
that the churches 'begin at once to; :lay up money enou·gh to enable them to send 
their full complement of delegates' to 'the next> Convention-'Whenever that. may 
be held. If there &hould ,be a special Conventdon, ;then >let ·there ,be real sacrifice 
so that all the churches may be represented; ibut U that should be impOSSible, 
Jarvis IStreet. will stand ready to !provide proxies . 

. We ho,pe now that the pastor 1n question who has been mlsre,presenting 
the position of Jarvis :Street, really un{i'erstands ,the case. We have appointed 
proxies only because ,McMaster Undversity led ,the way. We wou,ld not have 
followed had we not believed, as we ·have just now said, that the princl'ple of 
~roxy dele~tes is perfectly fair. 

-----
,BAPTIST BmLE UNION SENIOR LESSON LEAF. 

YOL.l., T. T; SHIELDS, EDITOR NO.1 . 
. LeSSOD 12 FI'RST QUARTER Mar. 21, 1926 

Application lOr entry as second·class matter is pending. 

THE TEACHING OF JESUS ON .THE UN:PARDONABLE SIN. 
Lesson Text: Twelfth chapter of Matthew: 
To be studied in harmony with lesson text: Mark 2:23-28 and 3: 1.,36. 

, Luke 6:1·11 and 8:19-21 and 11:14-32. 
I. THE SPIRITUALITY AND SERVICEABLENESS OF THE DIVINE LAW. 

Willen' the dJ1scli)les' o.f Jesus, l1>ei,n,g, :hungry on ·the ,Swbbath d'ay, pluckoed the 
ell;rs. o.f corn as ,tihey' walJked throug,h .the fi'eld:s. and d'iii, eat, ,the' cold, unsym
pathetic, 8iPirit of Phari&aism invoked rthe letter of the Jaw. They seemed ;to 
conceive of God as an al"lbitrary ,Parent Whos,e oo,ief pleasure was to say, 
"Don~t." ·to His eh.ildren. Olu'Iist 6xpladn'ed ,that .the ISwb.'ba.th was mad-e for 
ma.:n, and! no·t man for ,the Sabbath; and, thereiby He laid' d'oWJL ofJhLs: Jlr.inciple 
that every divine law. Is foramed: in the highest interests of man. Every ,pro
hl'bition is but a poison label, Ibidding us keep away ·from that which wou-ld 
injure us. Christ com'plains that vhey did not un'dersta;nd Ithe 'Scriptures, ''If 
ye Iliad' ·known whlllt this meaneth, I wlJ'l have mercy, and not sacrifice, yoe 'WOuld 
not ihave cond;e.mned' th,e guiltles.s." Only through the Word of. God. as· inter
preted l1>y ·tille, Spirit of God. can we learn the pUI"p'oses of the -law of. God. 
II. THE MAN WITH THE WITHERED HAND. 

AgaJin the'se teMgious' people ob.serve Chr.is:t cri1ll.caIly; and our Lord 
insists that U is lawf.ul to do well on th'e ,Salbbath. Is there ever a time, or 
place, or condition, in which It 1& not lawful rto do wen? AgainSit the fruits- of 
the Spirit ,tilLere 'is no law. The demns of thdSl miracle are ,simple and in·struc
Uve, ChrIst 'command:edJ the 'ona impol!srilble thing, and! the man found himself 
a'ble to d:o what was required'. Tihe commandments. of, God' have within .them 
always the dlower to effect thei'!" accomlplisliment. 
nI. THE RETIRING CHRIST. (verses 14-21.) . 

Tihe shadow 91' the CroS,SI 'begin.s: ,to fa11 acros.s the path of Je·sus~ andl the 
Pharisee,s tlllke counsel agwinst Him to d'estroy Him. It is enouglh fur a servant 
tha,t·'he !be a's' h.lSl Lord. The better 'Our wor.koS, the more bitter will ,be the (j'Ppo
·sitlon. ThouJg.h .CiJJ.rist heal·edl 1'110,&e' who came to iHim for iheal-ing, He withdrew 
Himself from·the face of His foes. Yet in His hand-s were thundlerbolts, and 
frem His Ups destruction might 'have issued had· He Ibut commanded the -light
ndng to d!o His bid'din'g. Again He fuHils the ;Scripture (~8'. 17-20). Her.a we 
,behold AlmIghtiness keeping AlmIghtiness dn cbeck. !Few men' may safely carry 

"fl·rea.rDlis, or be trusted! with the direction I()f any ·d'eSlt:ructiv.e power, /becau'Be 
,these bhings may get beY<l11d their control; ibut while our Lord, had all auth-

1 
1 
I 
I 

1 

1 
1 
I 



Feb., 1~, 19~. THE GOSPEL W~T~~SS (847) 11, 

ority in <heaven 'm,d! .on earth, He quietLy ,w.l.tJhdrew.. 'l'h~ -8.'180, wdU He 'w,ith
, ,dtra w IlrolD! ,th·a :hardenedhea1"ltlllwhose' droors 'are -locked against Him. \He wUl 
not strive ,nor cry. But on ,the <>ther hand';· those who~' llke :bl'uo1ll'ed' 'reeds. or 
,s,niokdn~ flax, come to Him for -li.e:ip~; receive" the ,lileS/sing of H!.s gracious. 
m1DJistry. '. 
IV. ANOTHER MAN POSSESSED WITH A DEVIL, BOTH BLIND AN,D DUMB. 
" There js a s.piritual application of this: the Devil IbHnd& tJha minds' of ,those 
who believe not; a:nd he ties' .the· ,tongues of, those whos'e voices ·sohou:ld be 

,heard in Iprayer and praise. iBut Iby ,the po,we.r of God; he W&Sl dlelivered,-and 
Jesus ;is tMs Slame Jes\llSl s,till 
V. THE UN'PARDONABLE SIN. (verses 34-37.) 

The un,pa,.rd'onable sin ougiht to ,be simply und'erstood'. Here .men ~t,tributed 
to satan-i'c power the worill1S! of the HolY' ISpirit. And' ,the SpIrit is 'here exercis- ' 
in·g His invariable min,istrY'-"'by casbin'g 'oUit devdls, andJ effectin:g the heailfng" of 
the bodly, and accompll.sihing other miracle.Br---Olf cert1f~Ing to the Mess:ia:hoSlhl'p 
of Christ. And' Christ says that th:e rejection of that testlimony of the SpirIt 
to HimSlal,f is the one 'sln for Wihich .there is no forgivenes,&. In the nature of 
the ca.se, It'muSlt Ibe s,o: no man cometh to the Father Ibut through· the Son; 
an-Ii no m,an cometh to the ,Son :but 'by the power Q·f the tHoly Spirit. If therefore 
men refus'e the ,StpirU's testdmony to Chl'liSJt, a.&criMng, His ®I'acious· mln,i-stry to 
Satan lh:imJSeif, he rejects! the only powel' by which he m,ay co·me to Chri&t: 
VI. CHRIST'S TESTIMONY TO THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES. 

(verses 38-42.) , . 
Here Christ certifies to the historIcIty of Jonah as a person, ·a.nd to the 

r.ecord contained tin the prophecy whIch 'bears hiS! name. iHere we are led 00 
the solution O!f every problem 'in respect to bl-bUcal crlW:ism: itf a man will 
make Ch'rist his ,Standard., and acce.pt tHioS! judlgm'en.t. on t~ese ma~ter.s, h:e wlll 
be relieved at a'll troUlble. We ;have never kno,wn anyone to' 'be unsound In re
s'pect to the !book ()If Jona,h wo was not u,nsound, respecting the in·spiration and 
author,ity o,f,the, Scri'ptureSi'as a whole. 
VII. THE USELESSNESS OF A REL:IGION THAT C'ONSISTS IN MERE 

REFORMATION. (verses 43-45.) 
To ,cleanse the life wdthoa-t fiLling it, to adorn it without ,fortifydng It, is 

only to invite a greater d:efilement. .only as- the'house is occu,pied' Iby th'6 Holy 
Spirit Is a man ,Sili.fe.· Hence the everl84!ltin·g choice Is Ibetween one Holy SpIrit 
and ,&even spirits unclean. 
VIII. CHRIST'S' RECOGNITION OF ONLY SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIPS. 

Though m·s mother and brethren desired' to spe'ak w:f.t:h 'Hlm, He il1s-isted, that 
thOSie who did! the 'wm 0,1' His Father were trulY' HiS! ,brother, ~r sImer, or mother. 
'DhlSi lSI an impor,tant .principle to emphasize: 'in the C;hr,isti-an Hll'e the su'preme 
con.Sild:eration sihoUlld .be our ,relatioJltShd.p to the wHI of God. . 

CORRECTING AN ERROR IN LAST WEEK'S "WITNESS". 
In ou'r issue ar last week an enor occurs on page 9, We stated that the 

following quotation was from a sermon preaohed by P·rofessor L. H. Marshaill 
in First Avenue Ba.ptlst Church, Toronto, instead of from an a.dd·ress delivered 
'by htiI!l in iEn'glanci on., ·~a.ptists and Church Membersh-Lp". We regret this 
m1sre;ke: 

''To rega.rd baptism as essential to salvation or even to membership 
in the Christian IClvurch is :to ascrl.be to the baptismal rite a crucial import
:anee for which therE! is no warrant in the New Testament, or in any, truly 
spdrituai inteJ1)1'emtl.on ?f the Gos,pel; or in common ~nse.'t, , 

, OUR BIBLE SCHOOL. 
The attendance a.t the morning ,School last Sunday waS 1,293 In~udlng 

401 in bhe Pastor's clil.ss. . At. Parliament· St. :Bran.ch 'in :the afternoon 247 were 
present; , and at the same hour the" Chdnese ,School meeting :iIi Jarv1s' Street 'had 
an a1lt~nda,nce of ,67,--0. tota;} attendance at Bible ·School ,for the day' of '1,5'67. 
The .0~jecUv.e at the ma~n School ~r ':next 'Sund.a~ is 1,500. 

LAST SUNDAY. , ~ 
Dr. R.. E. Neighbour, of Chicago, taught the Pastor's Bible Class, and 

preached morning and evening la$t :Sunday. Dr. Neighbour has made II; large 
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place for J:LimseJ.f in the hearts of Bible-loV'lng p90tple in T.oronto, and: he was 
greeted with .Jarge .congregatiOns at iboth sernces. Trhere were conversions both 
~orning and evening, and trhe day ended w:l.th a prayer and fellowship meeting 
which was manifestly under the leadersrhi;p of IIhe Holy ·Spirit. 

. DR. GILLON IN JARVIS STREET. 
Dr. J. W. G111on, of Winchester, Ky., who made such a. host of friends In 

Jarvis Street--and, 1ndeed, throughout the eity-last summer, will ·preach next 
,Sunday, February 21st. Dr. Gillon :has Ibeen with Rev. Cldffuord Loney, of 
Stanley Aven·ue ChuTch, Hamilton, for the Ilast two weeks, and will reaoh 
Toront.o in time ·for IIhe ISaturday evenln'g ·prayer service. !He wiH teach the 
lesson ·in Dr. 'Shield·s' CJoass Sunday at ten o'clock,-subject: "The miracle
workilng IPower of Jesus", Matthew, chapter 8; and, ",111 .preach mornIng and 
evening. Dr. Gillon ,is one of the greatest preachers of the ISouth, and we 
anticipate great 'blessing fur next Sunday. 

A WORD ABOUT "THE GOS'PEL WITNESS". 
A GOOD EXAMPLE. 

Not only do single subscriptions continue to reach us dn large numbers 
daily,' but scores of our readers aTe sending to our office, one, two, three, five, 
ten, twenty, and: more sulbscr:Lptions at one wrifting. During the Editor's absence 
we venture to pUiblish the following letters whieh are .ty.pl.cal of many received 
witMn the 1ast few weeks: 

"Rev. T. T. 'Shdelds, January 128th, 192·6. 
(foronto, Canada. 

"Dear Brother Sh1elds: 
"I am pastor of a small village church with a. membersh.i·p of fifty-two 

act1ve members. . 
"Than:ks to God .first, and 00 you trhrough The Gospel Witness, our eyes 

a:re being opened· to: present-day eonditions. We :look forward to each issue 
with joyOUS anmcLpation of a feast. of 'good: -things and encouragement in 
the '.battIe'; and: we a·re never u.'isappointed: 

"Through trhe s·pec.ial I()·ffer 1 am endeavouring to get a copy (subscrip
Han) into every family of my membership. On Sunday morning I men
tioned that had I sufficient means '1 would Uke to sUibscribe ·for each family. 
iMonday morning an old gentleman, a. membel'l of very meagre income, gave 
me $10.~O saY'f,ng, 'I want this t.o !be used· to help disf.1ri,bute the paper' you 
mentioned, .that our :people may kn'ow how to do true miSSionary wor.k.' 
'Praise His. name. 

"F·ind enclosed cheque for ·$15.00 ·fur fifteen subscriptions to The Gospel 
WUness for one year. 

(ISigned) 

A PASTOR IN ITALY WHO WOULD PAY $10.00 A YEAR FOR 
"THE WITNESS". 

------ 'Florence, Italy, 
"Dr. T. T. Shields, ,oecein-ber 14th, 1'925, 

Toronto, Canada. 
''Dear Dr. Shields: 

"I want to ,be a subscriber to The GospeZ Witness beglnnling January, 
.. 1926. IHope II am ·not t.oo late for the, speci~l offer of $1 .. 00, for the year 

J.900, even. though my letter will reach you much later than !the 20th of 
oDecemiber. 1 ihave not lost one minute, but Italy 'is so ·far away f·rom 
canada! 1 do not mind· if you cannoll send, me the first numbers of this 
~ar's sulbscrlptlon, if 1 can' re·ceive pa.per at this rate. 

''lRemem'ber also trhat one dollar 'Costs ·me five dollars through adverse 
exchange; 

"U you oann'ot allow me for .this year (1<926) on the special offer, do 
not send 'baok the one dollar, but keep dt for. a partial subscri·ption, but 
please let me know and I will send· the second· dollar latoer on. 

''With k'fndest. regards, 
. Yours sincerely,. 

(Signed), -+---------
. , 

" 


