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T 
eXlpl'Ored. J.f we were a'ble to understand: all that i& written In this . 
Word, wa should 'soon ·weary of it. You may have heard, of the man 
who professed to 'be an infidel, who 'WoILS asked !by a friend what !book 

~ he would: choose if he were shut up in s{llitary oonfin·eanent for lilfe. WW Instan.tly he replie'Cl, "I s·hO'U~d "hoose the Bible." But his friend 
--- ,mid, "You ·do not .believe. it." "No," he said, ""I do not.;, !but It is no 

enil of ·a book." And that is true: it js no end ()tf a :book. But many 
young disci.ples ask, "Is there. oIL path in·to the interior? How may 'I find my 
way t.o ite hidden stores? How may I hew 9. path throug:b. its. ·fOrests. and 
possess myself of its Ihidden riches?" The lBi,ble may ,be .!d·kened to e. shore
less and unfathoma·ble sea. Is' there a ·star 'by which we molLy saifelY steer our 
ship if we set sail upon it, or a chart and compaSIS by ·whoich we :may safely 
navigate this mighty ocean? 

I s·haH endeavour, in these lectures, to avoid technicalities, and to 'l:liPM'k 
in the simpI:est wary on the assumption that there are some .peo,ple here who 
do not know very much ,a'bput the Bible. That may not b~ true (J·f many of 
you; ,but 'I ·have no il.oulbt that some of the 'Young ,di'scip'les here have found it 
so vast a Book that they have been lost in Us immensity. !I have no rules 'to 
apply this evenin·g, ibut 'I shall try to lay do·wn certain pl'inc~ples which ·will be 
usefull for Ibeginners, antI. which must holeL throughout our 9tudy.of this in-s,pired 
Boo'k. 

Some years ago when in London, one ,Saturday afternoon I received a tele
.phone m·e's&IIJge. There wa·s a gentleman illrom Toront{l on t'he other end of the 
line. He said that ·h·a and his wife were stayin.g not very far away from where 
Mrs. Shields and 1 ,were 'staying, and t'hat as they had. the IIIfternoon.ofree, we 

. might go sight·seeing together. We aglreed ·to his 'suggestion, ·made an appo.in.t
mant, an'Cl ·S1ta.rted o'n our s1gIht-seeing tou.r. We had no progrlllDime, and i1:J.e 
sugge8ted that we !begin with the British Museum. That is not much il'-or any
.body to attempt of III .Saturday afternoon! . Ho·wever, he suggrested that we 
begin with the Britl'sh M'll'seum 'because it 'Was not very· far 'away.· We went 
into that great central 'haH w,here mlJilenniiumS' in ·stone were looking down 
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:, . 
'upon US .. spea'king of the .splendour of ema>ires W1hich had·long pa8gewaway. 
This gentleman 100'11:00 around wit·h·unseeing eyes; he saw·a lar.ge room, but in 
those carved figures of antiquity he saw nothing parbicularly' interesting.' We 
walked llloout among those sdlent witnesses of vanis'he.d greatness, until at last 
he' spied,' over 'In the oorner OIf that great hall, 8; sign, "Tea Room." "Why," 
he said, "Here is'a restaurant, that looks good to me. a·upposing we go in' and. 
have a cup ~ tea?" And as he had proposed that we shOuld go together, I 
th011glht i.n. courtesy, I must accord him the ,position of [eader·ship. So we 
IIIgreed, and. we went in and sat down in a very comfortable tea-room' .and had 
a very enjoyaJbJ:e C1lIP of .tea, for which, I Te.memiber, Ihe ·paid: the .bill. Wa were 
not there· very long, and whe·n. we came out he l-ooked around an·d: .said, "Wen, 
I thinJk we have seen all there is to see here. W·e oshaH 'be ab'le· to say that we 
have seen the British Mus.eum." 

That was' ral1her an 8IM·using experien.ce; lbut I found· ·much ·comfort in it 
afterwarda. The gentl"eman does not come here now, Ibut 'he used to come. 
And sometimes I t'hought he was rather bored· when tlhe Pas tOT' preached; 
but I comforted ·myself by reme.m'bering that he took to the British Museum 
a "cu:p OIf tea" IIIppetite, and· that waliJ all he brought aW8iY. . 

That is the way ·some .people come to the Bible. They cross it& thre'sho1d; 
they turn its· ,pages, and ,persuade themsel'Ves that they kno·w ·somethIng a,hDut 
it. I have g,one at an.()ther Ume, indeed lIIlany tim·e·s, through that great treasura
hoose of w.Q.nder,e to w'h-!Clh I have referred; the British Ml\lseum, and I have 
seen a "CooO·k's Tour·" ,group of tourists gathered Slbout SDme .point of intere·st 
listen:'Ilg t'O a ,guid'e talik for five or ten. minutes Hke an auctioneer sayin'g} his 
piece; then they ,g.() away lPersl\lading themselves that they have learned! some
thing. T!t is thus some people try to stu·l1y the· BLble. They 'listen to sermons 
an·d, to lectures and they ·bh.ln,k they have tapped: lohe great ores·ourceliJ ()If this 

· ·Book. But -I have seen other men in that great Museum &hut away In a corner 
with p-r.icel'ess boo·ks a;bO'1lt them, carefully studying and making notes; really 
dlg,gilbg for treasure, And we shall understand an·d ap.preciate the Btble only 

· aliJ we rellil'ly labour t'J do so. I am not speaking of reading the Bible, ibut of 
stuily,ing· it, And I warn you at the outset that I, at least, know of no royal 
road to learning. You youn,g people know w·hat It is to apply y·ourselves at 
school with all ,d.iLigence to tha acq,uisition 'Jf se·cular knowl·edge. The same 

:applicati·on is ne·ces·sary if we wou1d "grow in 'grace, and hi the kno·w[e·dge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," There are men who work ·from early 
·tin late in acqouiring we8ilt-h. There is no other way by which we lIIlay possess 
()·urselves of the wealth of this Boo'k, for it will n.ot yield' its treasure9 to the 
inl1olen-t. It will not gdve u.p its 9acrets to the care'less. It is onlY' 'by s·ear·chin.g 
the· Scriptures that we can 'know and 'po·sse95 the wealth they con,tain, .Aill 
th8.t by the' ·way. . . 

. '. In' the study of God's Word Motive is more important than MethOd.. As 
_. we approach thi'B- Book we m'llst enquire W1hy we are studying it? what do we 

'hOipe to leam! and why do we desire to know what this Boo,k has to teach us? 
Fewotf us are prepared to 9Pend Ume tal'kin.g with men who ·come tt) us mare'ly 

· to argue with us. I know a man of whom a friend of mine said' that he would 
rather argue than eat Ws dinner. He appears to be never so happy as when 
engaged in controversy. He is in that belligerent lIIlood always; and I fran·kly 
con:fess when I see him coming, if there is a way round, ;:[ endeavour to make 
myesca'pe; for there ·j9 no profit in al1gumen-t !for argl\lment'·s s-ake. 

'l'he Btble Is a llvin..g Boo~;. and if you come .to the Bible merely to argue 
with -it, 1t will not tal'k to you. You will ,find that the lBi,ble will be like the 
Incarnate Word. T.hey asked Jesus certain Questions. and He aI10Swered them 
nt)t a Wlord. bec8iuse He knew the motive bhat (lay :behind the questions. And 
the .B'lbl-e will not Slp·eak to the -ID1l.n who ·comes merely to prove his own ·case: 

.' It will not 'yield its secrets 00 hillIl. . .. 
Wh,en a doetoi' i6 caHed in and the caSoB is put ,in his hand·. ·how. serIously 

he addresses' htin·se1-f to the taslk of discovering what is. the matter with· the 
. patient; ·and· how careful,l·y he ,gives his coun"gel,.lbe.cause.-ile knQws.lohat his 

..... '. a1ivi'Ce . has 'tbeel),' as-Ked' 'by s'Jme'body' 'WIho -wantliJ to' follow·, it,.. Ilnod: ,.who "is de-
'. .' pendent entirely upon 'his di.recUon.: . . ' .. : ':. . .'. 

· . 'rUs very' hn'poi't"ant, -therefore, bhat we shoiIqd IIIPproach ·the Blbl~ In. a :right 
attitud'e, It wi'll alwaY'S speak to the poor and 'Ileedy; It will ever :be found 
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ready 1!0 advise the ilgnorantj but, like the One of Wihom it speakEi, . the proud 
· it:wUl always know.8Ifar off. If w:e would. enter' in,to this, great·, treasury of ,trot-h 

we cabl the ruble, we shlll1-1 have to d.o as. ~!lte~ d.d· ~~an:lie :e~~ered ii:J.~. the 
· 'empty lS8J)ulchre of our ILord: we ·1Jha.11 ha.ye· to :~~",:~p doW1;l,,"~ .~e . shail~ .b;ave 
to humble ourselves. ,'. ".' '. '" ... ': ." ....... ,", ...... 

This attitude in our IIIP.proach t9 the· W~d .O!fGod. in:v:O~ve!\; an . ~s~'uPiiPtion 
· ()If. its value. You cannot profita:b'IY' stud.y .a·ny. ",uJbject :w.ith~llt. 1'0:I!l8 suJQj~cUve 
'c8,lpacltoy ,for the 'llnderstanding. of that S'11bjec~. You wUI. not trOlilble to .as'k 
direct-ion' of a man you meet on the rca9 ·unl!lSlS:You hav:e re8.sp~ i.o,~e.~iev,e·tha.t 
that man i's' qualified too direct ylou. If ·.you know that he cannot. give YO'11, the 
information you de'sjre you w.HI not waste your. time seeking,~his c()un~t 

. We need, t.b.erefore, in this matter, a working hypothesis .. :~e::have to. 00giln 
at 'I'east ·woith a~· assum·ption that ·the Bib1e .fs truej ~ if we come .to it.in an,y 
other waY', questioning it-s truth, while I do not saY' that it wdll abllolpt",ly.rel;u98 
to spellik to us, I am certain that we shall not. be' en-riched .. ,by its .. :wisdenl'. You 
cannot alpp1"Oach any 'book without some suibjective aSS'llm,ptlon I:esp·ecting. its 
eharacter, and. as we ·come to the Bible we must ask, What i6 ,the· Bllble . .tp 11'S? 

Well, then, i;f it be true, .it is a !book of divine .origln.j' for. It 'Claims that for 
Itselil!, It is either IIIlq that It claims to be, or else it is utterly ·y.alueless; and: if 
it Ibedivinely ins.pjred, then this Bi!ble is in a class by itselif.· ,I walit ylQIU to 
elearl\Y understand that, We s·olllletimes s:peaJk ()If the Bilble a.s·literature. We 
are to .9tudy it ~r its history, ,for its .poetry, for its ethics; for: its ;philosophy, 
for its style, for all ,kinds olf things, and we are to 'study it side by side wit·h 
other books.· Now, I inSti'st that }'lOU cannot turn to a .page '()f thi'S .HolY .Book 
without meeting with the Bible's demand, that -it 'ibe given a.lplace .a.par.t;; For 
,instance, :I give you one or two Ulus,trations of it: The.oM TE;lstament begins, 
"In the. ;})eg.inning Go-d"-we need not c;:lIieern oursel'Ves for the mcment as to() 
the human author of Gen'esis, fo·r the 'book as·sumes In its very 'first verse that 
11 is in a ,position to spea'k to 'IlL'iI about '·'the Ibeginning"-"in the beginning God 
created the heave·n and the earth. An,d· the earth was withOut form, and void; . 
and darkness was upon the f8ice of the deep." T·he very ·fi·r·st ver.se of' the 
book ()If GenesIs requires me to 'believe In -its d,iv.ine inSlplraUon, fo·r .it s,peaks 
aboot "the ,ba.ginning," It s,peak·s about a matter concern-in,g which no .mortal 
has any personal -kino·wled,ge, or ever .did ,have such.lkonw:ledge .. It ·s<peaks of 
that which anted·ated the creation. Therefore, the ,human author writes' about 

· sOllllethin'g concarnin'g w·hi·ch neither he nor any other mortal could .pOSlSlbly 
have first·hand ,knowledge; hence -if ohe does. not s,peak !by vlrt11e. of an a·uth· 
orlty conlferred u·pon 'him Ifro·m ·a.'bove, what he ha's written is' utterly worthless. 
And Y,O'll will fi·nd that all the way through the Old and, the New Testaments the 
Bible Implicitly demands ·that it Ibe accorded 4j. place entirely apart trom all 
other books. '.' 

An,d I am ·convin·ced that we shall properly un·derstand It o·nly. Il.6 ·we 
a·ocord it th'at !pre·eminence. It is' literature. It is the ins'Pira~ion ;o~ .the Ibest 
of an literature. There Is no literary store com.parable to that of thiSi 'Book, 
an,d that Is not to !be explained by the culture of a paTticular !l-g~.; U· :i'!l to .be 
explained Iby the fact that ·sUiblime truths must 'be clothed in ·IIIPpr~prla.te 
l'aIllg'llage. T'he grand. style olf this Book .is 'but the draper,y.o.f the 'divlne filgure 
of Truth It enfolds. . ' .. ~ ". . ~ '. 

'I do noOt .. say that the Book has n·o message for ,bholftl, who. ,do nO.t .so regard 
it. Jesus ·came to a blind man and opened hloS eyes. Later He. met hIm .in the 
temple, and said, "Dost thou 'believe on the .. Son of God 1"· . A,nd' he. Said,' "Who 
is he, Lord, that I mdght. believe on him?" And Jesus sai4,,·;'·"fh.ou hast both 

. seen him, and it Is Ihe that talketh with thee.'" And he said; ·'L9rd;. I believe. 
And he woOrshlvped him." His e'Y,'es were opened Iby. Jesus 'bll'fore, .• he ;knew 
'Wb:b Jesus was. And the ·wrltten ·word·, .by tohe blessing of· GO!!, may be' used 
to Gpen the eyes of, the 'bIlnd ·when t'hey do not eVen : knoW. th~t ,this, ·Bfl1\e Is 
the Word of God. 'But IllS' soon as their' eyes ar.e OPened, and, they make'. the 

. acquaintance of the ,Book, they recognl?Je It i6 the WQr4:,of Gqd~ an~· reBlii.ond . 
. . . to Its 'auth<?rlty; even.as the man w·hose eyes had'.~een,~p'en~d,.:b~:wed Wo: the 
'. authori'~ of t~le W()rd Incarnate; ; ':';, :,..'; J', ~ -:.' ': .;: .· ••• i· n 

'·f.:1 The:/Bflbqe on·every ·page·'Clalme fOl';;itself.a.6;1Jil)ernatura1.origin .. It,1s C1l 
" a 9Ilperna~ral chara<iter all obhe way through. ' 'til.e. pr~i8fJt . ~ ,,m~deml&m is 

, .' "made' li.giain,st 'thfs very "principle':' .It 'denles the 'IIt1!'per!!.~tura' .chll:ract~r or the 
: ·f· ~ .• "t.. .. ,1.', ,.,',' ... ~" ~;.i: ~~ :,;,-::;: """'~!'"'.t~'. j;'~"I~ '.~: I !,f'.,::::."" 



, -

4 (824) THE GOSPEL WITNESS Feb. 11, 19a6. 

Book. It saYs it is to be accounted for on natural grounds. We must dis
ting,uish :between revelation an-d inEl'p'iration. By revelation we mean the 
su-pe,rnatural ,communication ()tf the divine thowght to men. By inspiration', as 
ap;pLied to :Scr,ip-ture, we mean the su:pernatural impul'se 'which moved and 
directed men to write an. accurate record of that revelation. There was a reve
lation of 'God before there was any record of it. A1braham had no ,book, Nooah 
had no book, but they ,knew 'God. God revealed HimseLf to the,m, an-d lJIJO'Ved 
other,s to write a record of that Tevelation. Hence we ,must d-istin,guis-h ,be
tween revelation and the recoro of reve~ation. ,Some time IIlgo, when discuS'sing 
these ,matters with 'a Modernitst, I enquired, "Do you 'believe ,in the principle 
of divine reveJation,?" He replied', "If you mean iby that any sort of ertra
mundane revelation, no." He ,believed that 1111'1 that couJ-d ,be known of God. was 
received !by purely natuTal means; and denied ,bhat God ever 'communi-cated 
H.1s thought to His creatures supemaburally. 

'I warn. ,you young rpeOtple to :be on your tgUlIIl"d against that, for t,hat is the 
attitude of Mooernism. It denies that God has spoken in any, supernatural way 
or that He has ever wrought in any sn:pernatural was; but rather that He has 
shut HimseLf -up within bhe laws He has mwd'e, that He cannot, or, at,all events, 
doe's not, sUSjpen-d them, and that He wo,rks only !by natural laws. Hen'ce, the 
denial of the vir,glin' birth, and the miracles, and tile s.upernatural character of 
the S'criptures as a whol'll. , 

Now I say that" this Boo'k will quarrel at every point with everyone who 
hold,s that view. You cannot wa~k in &gIreement with t,his Book unless YO'll are 
prepared to 'admit it-s sUP'8matural character, un,less you 'beJieve that ;It is 
d;1vinely inspired, that it is somethin'g different If,rom any other book; that the 
Spirit of God is in U as He is in no other boo,k; bhat He s,pelllks through it as 
He never s'po'ke throulg'h any other 'booik,-that it is in-deed the very Word of 
God. It is written, "He that cometh to God must ,believe that he is, and, that 
he is a rewarder -of the'm that diligently 'see'k ,him," And I ibelieve the same 
may 'be ,said of God's Word,: he ,that cometh to tGod:'s Word must ,beHeve, if he 
is to eXlper,iance ,the riches ol! God',s grace, that it is God's Woro,; an,d that, 
therefore, it is true, and that God's promise,s ther!!in recorded must be fu1fi.'lled, 

We ,come now to what i's logi-caHy involved in this, the necessity for a 9UIb. 
jective 'preparation of heart, in order to an undenTtandi,ng, of the Btble., "The 
natural man receiveth not the things o,f the ,Spirit of God: ,for they are ifooLish
ness unto ,him: neither oan he know them, because they are sp-iritua1-l~ d,is· 
cerned." Do not :be ,SIIlrprised when men deny bhe truth of Goo',s Word; nor 
""hen you hear one MY, "I cannot understand the Bible"; nor if another one 
say, '\I have no interest whatever in the study o.f Scripture;" do not !be sur· 
,priosed; because 'IInle'ss he has .by a new birth ,been !brought in,to agoreement 
with the truth of Scr.i'pture, ,unles,s 'his nature iSo changed" it is im-possJJble that 
iIle 'should understand or that he should ill'rofit 'by.its perusal. We shou'ld save 
ourselves from a grea't deaJl of trol\lble if only ,we -could ibear that tprinclpl~ 
clearly in m:nd. A reco~nition' ol! that princ~ple would rule the ,rationali91 out 
of court In matters requirin,g spiritual judg.ment. 

And that accords with the nature of things. It d,s ,psY'cho.lo.gi-cally as well 
as theologically nece,gsary that there should be a suibjectiv,e ll'apacity for the 
apprecf.ation of o'bjective truth. For instance, some of you iboys are particularly 
~nd oIf .mathematicS'. You cou-Id, sit up aU ni'g.ht st'IId,yin'g' mathematics, coul-dn't 
you? But YJOI\lT si-ster, perh81p's, ,can,not get through 'her ,le!JtS,ons lilt all, and sbe 
as'ks you to help her out. Or 1pe'MRlPS' it is the other way; for· there are some 
mathematical wemen, especially when they go to' market. In any event, 'We 
aU Know that we·have our natural aptitudeS'. I ,h-a.ve heard a mother say, ,when 
s,palliklng alboot the pr-ogresSt of her children in 'school', ho'w each -dis'plays a 
special ,aptitude ,for !P8Ttioular 'suibjects, one -del1gJItiq in that which Is -diS' 
tasteflUl to another. It is natural ,that it shou~d ,be so. Tlhe o'bjective teSlSon 
in each case may be the 'same; but the 's'llJbjective q-naliflcatio,n'B for the sbudlJ' 
of the ,subject are d,ifrerent. .Jt Is not ddfllcul't to distin'guis,h a tl'lue artist w.hen 
he eits down at the ,piano. I have heard· people, who were suopposed t-o !be 
musician's, play Utke a ;pianola, only not quite so aQcurately. Tlhey were me· 
chanical, There, 'Was no soulJ:, nO' e~preStSion'. But another sits down and has 
,scar~ly., touched the,·keys when eve'l"Y,body wakes l~p .. It is not the fingen 
that aTe ptl1lying; 'the ,IIlJ11sic is the eXlpression of ,a 80111. Yet the score may 
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be the same in :lJot.h -ca..se9. What ill' the difference? Simply that "the soul of 
musdc Is the JIlIUsic of the ·Sloul;" iln·d.if there Is no music wIthin, it cannot come' 
Gut: that Is al~l. . . 

1 remember a ihome where 'I used to Iboard some years ago. A sl&ter o·f the 
family was, ,by courtesy, aIled an artist. S'he used to "paint." There was no 
dou'bt about it: ,beyond question, Slhe "painted"! Her brother-in-law ·was a 
good man, a very ploain man, a'nd greatly IIIPpreciative of hiSl wife's family. 
One day he as·ked me a question: "'Which do yoou think is the more beautlful, 
nature or art?" I thought U waos rather a c1umrsily eXlpressed, question; but I 
sai'll, "WeH, I thin,k art i.s 'beamUful jllst as it approxim~tes the perfection of 
nature." "I do not .agree wUh yoU," he said, "let me show you something." 
And ,he took me into the parlour, and pointed to 'Bomething that was· framed, 
and which I w.iH not attempt to describe, He stood off quite, proudly and said, 
"Did y,ou eveT ·s·ee anylth.ing in nature like that?" I studied it carefuUly.and 
with what seLf-control I ooul'd command, I sai'd, "No, 1 do not thin'k I ever did'." 
I never did! And I 'am morally certain .no 6ne else ever did.. But that good 
man reaHy thought his sIster-in-law waso an, artist. T,hat vulgar man of colour 
was to him a wor'll: Oof art. 

The same ,prin,ciple ohorI'ds in all realms of thoUight and understanding. 'I 
knew a certain yooung man some years ago, who if he wa..s TId.J.in,g In a car, if 
anyth:ng went wrong with the engine would :be Uke'ly to lGok in the baek tire 
for it. 'He was destitute of a capacity f'Jr underll'l:anding mechanics, You 
mi-ght talk with him forever arbout wheels, Ibut he couLd not understand you. 
But he could a.ppreciate a ,pIcture, He· loved. the 'best musIc, but ,he could 
never un'derstan~ anyth.ing: meehanlcal. H was not in hIm. 'I thln·k ed,ucatlon
ists might ·profitably ,bear these principles in mind. No Oone can make a mu
sician of 'a ipers.on who is not S!!l bOTon, You may d,evelop one, 'but you cannOot 
m'lIike on·e, You -cannc>t make an artist un,less God has first made him an artist 
by nature. In other words, in order to development and .pel'lfection In any of 
these . directions, you must be Iborn to the thing in which you are to be :per
fected. It is that ·which i,s within whIc.h will determine the meaSlUre of your 
perfection. All that men can do for themselves or for others is to develop 
an,d train what God, nas given. 

T,he Elllime !prlncLple holds in slPirituai thf.ngs. That is what Jesus .meant 
when He '~id, 'lEX!ce·pt a m,a:n :be 'born IIIgain he ·cannot ·Slee· the klngdo'm of 
God." The. things of th,e king.dom 'belong to another realm, and ·the natural 
man· has no faculty, no capacity, for ·tJhe understanding of s-pioritual truth. As 
we come to the Word: of God, therefOTe, we mUEt remember, above all things, 
that it is necessary tha:t we be s·piTituallY!prepared for its understanding. Some- . 
body here perhapEl will 'SIa/y, 'IBut, sar, I do' n·ot claim to be a C'hrlstian; 'but. I 
dQ (:onfess that I .have begun to find an interest in the Bl·ble." I am glad to hear 
that, if that be true; Ibece.use, do yo'u know ·what it .means? iIt means tha.t the 
sun is cOIDl'ng up, that the day 1& breakin,g. Jesus to'll'c,hed the eY26 of Ilhe :blinll 

, man and He ask-ed hIm i-f he soaw ought, and 'he !Said, "I see men as trees, 
waHting." He did not ·see cl:early', ,but it was the !beginning {)If thllit worik which 
Jesus ,Ioater com,pleted Iby enaibUng .him to see aH men- ,clearly. And even the 
bE)lginnin-g of &piri.tual interest In the Word of God ill' an evid'ence t'hat the soul 
has been touched by ,the ,Spirit 001' God, for inberest dn s,piritual things ds 
.dlvinely In'll.pired, And there' ds the foundation fOor true faith. 

It is nece'ssary also that we sh-()uld have a spiritual pur,pose in the 'study of 
God's Word. We may ,be spirituan.y preparell for an understanding of ·spiritual 
truth, but willi res·pect to an understan.d.!ng of a 'paTUcular ,pre·capt or ,princ~!P1e 
we shall .be enllibled to undel'sta'nd, It only as we a:re ready to obey It. Let 'm'6 
s.how yrou what I mean. You study the h.istory 001' the Btbl'e, what fDr? For .the 
sake of the historical knowledge it sruppUes? Now, the Bible is not unhistorical, 
I have a quarrel with any man, 'I do not care whoo he is. who dares to teU me 
that tJhere Is one thin.g recorded· in that Book a,.s fact which is contrary to rfact. 
It may Ibe contrary tOo what we think to be fact, 'but there is no,th.ing In it con
trary . to wohat Is esta,.bllshed as fact. Bu,t while there tsr nothing 
unhistorical in the Bible, It was not written, primarilY, to teach history. 
Nor i·s there anything In the B~ble th'at is ~mscientlfi-c, aJl.beU YOoU .m~ght read 
it forever and never 'becOllIle a .scientist. I,t d·oes nDt teach scl'6nce. 'It wi'll 
always ,be found in accor:d witJh the pr.oven facts o.f sclen·ce, but it wllJ.' n·ever 
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tea~h. ,yqu. scI.ence .. It. 11(1 written. ·for another ·pur.pose: "Search. tb,e Scriptures;· 
for. .In Jhem .. y~ thin'\t; ye have ·eternal life: and they are .they which teatiot,. of 
me.", .'l'ha~·i9 .. 'YV'l1{I.t Ute Bibl~.is ·writtel!- fGr. It is written for a ·spiritua;l ·pur
'POB'e.- ·For inat'ance, I'et me give you a ~utther exaD1!Ple of what I mean. Sup
posing· !lome p,aedo.baptist friend; h~re this evening were to. say to· me, "I 
.sho.uld like·. to sit dawn wUih you for a, couple o.f hours to Mudy the subject o.f 
baptism. ',Will you. assist ine?" 1 .siloo'1lld reply, "U we ·find froql the Scripture 
that YQu ougJ;lt to be baptized, will YQu be baptized?" lAnd if that .person should 
say, . ~'No," I B·houId answer, ''Then BlUeh stludy would Ibe waste of time." The 
Scr'iPtureil relatllig to ·baptism were not ·wrItten merely to prove the truth of 
iIDJlIier·siO!l. Tl!.ey were written· to give direction to those -who. would obey 
tb,e Lor.d's coirimandments. And if you' do not w'an.t to OIbey the Lord's cOm
mandm·eIits it· will not teach YO'll'. We must come to the Word of God, if we 
ar.e goiD..g 'to: get.lprofi·t from it, not merely fO'l" our inteLl:ectlual 911;tisfaction, but 
in ard.er that we' may Jearn the 'wHI of God, and walk in. His way's:. The Bible 
i·s .the most practicSiI 'boolk in ·the world, ·and un~eSlS we are ready to oIbey its 
prec~t~. and, principles' ·we ·shall mi:sS' 'I)luch of its treasure. . 

,~t ,follo-ws, .tp.e.r!'l'fore, t]1at if :we are to. understand, the Word of God it is 
alisol'llelY. necessary· that w.e. shooI-d depend upon the lUuminSltion. of the Holy 
·Spirit.· He. 'i'll' the. Author 01[ the Boo·k. "Holy men of God 's~ake as ·they were 
moved by the Holy Gh~s·L" I ·shall nof say one word to doiscourage an·yone that 
would. seek. the ma-st thorough mental equipment.in Grder to !:he understand:in,g 
a-f 'the Bilble. 'IIf there are YO'llng peOlple here who ihave a ·coUege course in 
view,' or who .are in· the midst ()f it, I congratulate you. I advise you· to develop 

. your hitellectual !powers to the utmost, and you will ,be all the beMer equipped 
,foOr. the· serv~ce ()of God. 'rohe B~'ble puts no .premi:uIllJ upon ignoranc·e. It gi·ves 
no.· .sPecial .promise to the mentally dull; but it does implicitly lay the em
.phaS'is U!W,'I1 a spiritual attitude and tempar, 'llpon a mind that is- res·ponsive 
to the teaep.ing ,of the Spirit of God. And that i,g why many a man of UtUe 
educatlop. who has almo·st to spel·l out the word of IScriptu'1'e, gets further into 
the .heart of it tohan manY'a distinguished scholar who depends upon his 
scholarship rather than upo·n the Holy S·pirit . 

.. Some years ago· I we·nt to a country pla;ce, and. the pastor ·sa.id to me, "I 
am going·to show'yoOu a curioOsity." "An·d· he took me to the shop of the !black
smith at the four ·corners. The ·oorio·sity was the Ibla~smith 'him'seIlf. The 
pastor sald that he was a moan of about forty ·years of ruge, and that he had Ibeen 
converted three or four 'YIsars Ibefore. At the time ·of his conversion ihe was 
absolutely illiterate: he did n.ot 'know the alJphabet. But after ,his ·con·version 
he··de·sired to learn to read that .he moight read the Word 01[ God.; so he got his 

. little girl who was .attend,ing schoal to teach him. He :began. with the fi'1'5t Ibook; 
and Mtt\oe :by.lltt.le, 'by .patlent application he learned to read, and immediately 
Ihe took to the Bilble. And. ·this· pastor ,t{)'ld me that he had already at that time 
g·one through the New Testament carefuHy forty time·s, and how moany ti-mes he 
had' read the Old Testament, I do not know. T~e 'pastor ·wanted me to talk 
wit~ thIs m!Ln, who literally had not read anY' other ibook in the world but the 
Bilble, ·to observe his rem-arkable mental development. So I went down and 
.talked to· the v1llage ~.lacksmith on many sUlbjects. And 'do you know, it 
seemed to me that in the study of this Word, he had clim-bed a tower. Instead 
of being shut withi·n the narrow limits of his own natura:l understand.ing he 
had Ibeen lifted u'p so that he could loo·k over the walls and beyond the mOl\ln
tain-to,ps; it seemed to me that ,he had a glimpse in·to the knoW'ledge of Sin 
realms ... He could talk on almost any su,bject, and he seemed to be SIble t.o give 
an -intelligent opinion on the matter. He seemed to. have moonted lip with 
·'wings as' an eagle; -and to have beeo.me supernaturalily wise. 

'. Do 'Y'ou ·know-:why? Y()ou cannot give ,place to the thou~hot o~ God· .in, your 
mind without enlarging yOl\lr intellect. You cannot think Go.d's thoughts after 
Him and Ibe a, mental iIDJbeclle. YO'll wUl see things< as you never saw them 
before.· And if I were speaking·. exclusively to studentSJ this, evening 1. would 
say, "[f Y.'qll"would, ·shar.pen YOll'1' "wits, if you would' strenogthen' oyiOur intellect; 
if. you' .. WOUld. ieimf to th'iIik, feedy'our mlild on that Book every' day. It 
wiU help' YOli.' to understand every other lbo()k that- ever was·wr.ittan tha't· is 
WlO'l"th 'llnderstanding, Ibe·cause the fear of the Lord is th-e begiun·iIlJg of wisdom!' 

We m·ll·st learn then to depend· upon the Holoy ~i>irit for Oour understandIng 
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of SlpiTltual truth. And I would like to o·fler encouragemen.t to peOtpl'e who have 
had .. few advantage~, ·w,ho have to wor.k .~ard.. ev·ery d;ay, ~'nd have no web 
o.pporti.lJi-ities c.r study as ·soan·a otherSo have. How ·mi.n you a:cquire a ··knciwled·ge 
of bhis Boolt? I believe, my ·friend, that if a ·person 'rea:Ily desires to lmaw 
the .Word· (l,f God and w:ql 'submit to the Holy Spirit's guidance; 'so as ,t.o cOJi!.8 to 
t·his B<YJ'k with the .·right pre;para·t!on of heart, He will accelerate the ordinaT'Y 
processes of understand.ing, and will lead 'Us to a ·pel'ception· of the troth ,that· 
w~1l ·be astonishing to (lul'selves. That is a darln~ bhino~ to' ·say; ibut . In: .. no 
Gther. ,w,ay ean I explain the r8!pid spiritual growth and m'anta:! devel()~nt 
of 'ba:bes In .cihriit 'which I hllIve witnessed. in 'm'y experience as a minIster. : ., 

Thus>, as· to mo.tive, it -come's to this: that our relations'hip to the: Author 
of tJhe Book wm d·etermdne our relationsh:tp to the Book itselif.· Ins' inevitable:' 
If we are ri·ghUy..related to the Al\lthor we shaII be rightLy relatedo to the Book; 
if we love the Author -we ·shaH loove the Book; If we undeTstand the Author 
in 6IOme measure we sh·aH understand tne Book; and understand.ing the Book 
we oBIhall understand H~m better. ·Somewhere I have read of a young lady 
sl\lJp,p.(}sed to !be ol! literary ,taste, who at a 'certain .. s·ocial gatherin,g wall asked 
Iby a d'rien'Cl I.f sille had, read ·a part!'cular 'book. She replied, 'someWlhat cr.ltically, 
"No. 1 ·confess .I have not. I .have tried to read it, but I couqd not Ibecome in
terested in It." "But:it is 'all the rage," said her friend, "everytbody is talking 
abO'Ut lot, and· really 'I found it most enj-oyaJbll;l. 1 think you a·re mis,sing ,some
thing." She was a superior SoO·rt o·f girl, and s,he ·said· .. ·'WeII, perha.ps so. I tried, 
I ·falthfully tried. to ·find the se'cret, but 1 had to lay it aside." . Some time 
8.lfter tohis, thes·e two, on another occasion·, ·were at the ·sam-e place; and -the one 
who had asked the que.stion heard the other lady, who had sa.id she could not 
Ibe ·inte·rested. in the !book, teIling a ,friend about the same book, and insisting 
that it was the most wonderful Ibook Sohe had ever read in iller .J.:lta·; it was ·so 
faScinating that when ·s,he took it 'IlIP she couqd not put it down until she. had 
read e'Very word ·o·f It. And, her friend, ·who had· ,first recommend·ed her to read 
the 'book, overheard what she said. ;She turned to the :person beside iller an. 
said, "·Did you hear what 'Miss 'So-and,.So said,? Soine time agIO w1:u~il' I recom
mended ,that 'book to her '8'he .said she had tried, to read it 'but liad found i·t very 
dull. And now she is enthusiastically recommending it to her frl!lnd." The 
other fr,iend ·smiled 'and replied, "Have you not 'heard,?" "No," said the other, 
"willat Is the se'cret?" "Only thiso-that ..she is en.ga.ged to be maTried .to the 
author." That rnad·e all ,the. difference. . '. 

,And that is the sa,cret of understandi'Ilg. this tBoo·k. From .beginning, t'o end 
the Bible is a volume of love-letters. If we love the Author, and ,really desire 
to know what He ·wouId say to· uS', we shaH 'be di~igent ·students o,r His· -I'etters. 

And if this 'Bi;ble is to any of us a neglected Book, 117 is becau~e m 'have 
grown' cold, toward the Lover o·f O'Ur ·souls. . . 

This, then, is my Introductory word, that ,Important as is the preparation 
of the .mind, a Sopiritual preparllItion of hea.rt is aJbsolutely essential ·tl) .the pro-
fita;ble s1;l\ldy of the Bi,ble. ; 

F.ditor.'s Note:-Owing to Dr. Shields' ",bsence we shal1 print, inl!ltead of the weekly sermon, 
a series of addresses on "How To Study The Bi'ble," delivered by him in the spring of 1923 anlcl 
issued in booklet form. "Witness" 'readers have enquired respeeting this series, and we print 
ill re!1POnse to many reque-sts. The second address wHl appear in next week's issue. . , 

LAST WEEK AND NEXT. 
;Last; .sunday morning 1,167 were ,present at bhe 'Bible School~ a.nci· severai 

professed conversion. In the even·lng eight were ibaJptlzed, a Jar.ge number 
responded to. the inV'itation, and ,fifty-five received the hand of fellowship. at 
the Communion Service: Immediately at the close of the Oommuruon Serv'ice 
Dr. 'S1;lields'lett to ·~ulfiU an engagement 'in bhe ,South:. . . . ... 
. Dr. oR. E. -Neigh'bour, one of Ameri·M's outstanding Bilble' ex;positors. wiJ:i 

!preach morn~ng and. evening next ,Sunday, Feb. 14th. '.. .... .'. .' 
. .'Or. ~e;lghbol\l·r.i·n all 'his preaching exalts the·.Christ of th~ mble;;'and w~ 
antlcip~te .great ,blessing fur next .Sunday. Dr. Neighbor wliU teaohl the pas.tor's 
Class a.t 10 o'clock. . 



·j 

8 (828) THE GOSPEL WITNESS Feb. 11, 1926i 

~bitorial 

, A REviEW OF THE EDUCATIONAL CONTROVERSY. 
We' remember reading some years ·ago a sermon 'by ·Mr. 'Spurgeon in wMch 

he discussed' some very familiar·aspects ot gos'peI truth. We -believe, ,but are 
not sure' that he was d,lscourslng on the subject ot faith. In introducln·g the 
subject b,e remarke'd .that he had spoken u·pon it many times before, ,buv that 
it was necesSary' to say the same thing over and over again in order that people 
might remember. Then he said that while in the ·country he had seen a man· 
dibbling beans. He drop.ped ·three into each hole, and as he went on his way 
he sang: 

"One ,for the worm, and one ,tor the crow, 
·And: lev us hope lihe other will gI'low." 

In the discussion ot tilE; matters now engaging the attention of the Con
vention it seems to llIe necessary to go over the same ground again and again. 
We propose, therefore, in: thIs ·article, to restate the sllaps we have taken in the 
present controversy, 'in 'o~der li1;lat we may ma,.ke quite clear what is really th~ 
issue before us. At London, in 19214, the Convention placed itself on record ~n 
the .plainest terms. The iB&ue 'before tohe Convention was not ·lihe admiss·ion to 
!McMaster University of a modernist professor, ,but .the honouring of a modernist 
educator ootsfd.e ot the Convenliion, .by conferring upon ·holm an honorary degree. 
And in unmistako&'ble terms the Convention expressed its diswpproval of any 
action on the 'Part 'olf tJhe University that could, by any means, be interpreted 
as an endorsement of iModernism. The resolution which carried the Convention, 
and whi'Ch. the iEd'itor 'of tMs paper moved and the Chancellor of the University 
seconded, .was in the following terms: 

. ~hereas, discussions 'have a:risen from time to -time within this 
Oonvention regarding t'he a,.ction of the lSenate of ,MciMaster University dn 
granting cert8Jin honorary degrees, therefore be f.t resolved, 

"That, wit·h·oot implying any refiection upon the Senate, this Con
vention relies u·pon the 'Senate to exercise ·care that ·honorary degrees be 
not con-ferred UJlon religious leaders whose theologi·cal views are known to 
be ootJ of harmony with the cardinal .princIples o~ evangel'ical Christianity." 
During the period .between the Convention of 1'924 and September; 1.926, 

i·t cannot 'be charged aga'inst tlJ.e Editor of The GospeZ Witness, even by his 
worst enem;ie.s, that he slllid or wrote anything vh.a.t could disturb the ·peace of 
the Denomination. We were anxious rubout the ,fi.Jling of the vacaIit Chaim in 
the University. We 'knew, from eXlperience, how difficult it was to 'cl'iticise a 
professor's teaching wdth-out Be!!m'ing too attack the ,professor himself. Therefore, 
in order to avoid anything I()If that sort, in our issue of A'P·ril '23rd we wrote 
the folloW'ing: 

'~revention is 'better 'than cure! WILen once a. ·professor h,as been 
appOinted, i.f his poeition is d,h:tcovered to be unsound, it is impossible to 
raise opposition to ,his teaching without dntroducing ,personal considerations. 
In thIs artlde we are not d'iscussing unsound professors 'but vacant Chairs, 
and dealing with ,principles in the aJbstract. J.t i-s to avoid the necessity 
of h.old1ng discussion·s involving persons this art1·cle 'has been wl'ltten. 
We respectfully suggest t'O the Senate and Board of Governors that the 
utmost care sh'ould lbe exercised in even 'Considering men . to fill the 
vacancies referred to, to see that they are i-n cord·ial agreement with the 
great; doctrines of· 6ILpernaturl;lol iEvangel'!cal Ohristianity." 
We bad no "pa'rtJ whatever in tJhe appointment of ,Professor Marshall; nQr 

did we SlP8nd S'o mu,ch as a postage stamp 1n the investigation of Mr. Marshall's 
views. We assumed, as we th"ink we had a right t(l assume, ·that the Goveniing 
Bodies of the University would respect t,he .oft-repeated expressions of the 
Conven'lllon"and e~ercise every care t'O appOint a man who would be in harmony 
with our theolo~ical ~9il1ion in th.fs Com·ention. Without ou·r seeking them the 
letters wri·tten iby the -Rev. W. M. Robertson came to our' hand. Nt ought 00 
be plainly stated ag,ain that Mr. Robertson was asked ,by someone what !Mr. 

j 

.j 
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Marshall's position w.as, and 'he replied accord,Ing to h1s own kn,Q.wled'ge of the 
slllbject.) When vhese letters came to our hands, we d,id not give them publicity, 
'but em,bodied them ,in a written statement which: we read to the Senate, 
suggesting that In vIew of these letters it would ,be wise for the Senatoe to 
re-examine the case. To have done lesS than we did, in our judgment, would 
hal:e been to be guilty of a gross dereliction of duty. The Convention now 
knows how that ,communication was received. The minuf1es ,o,f "that meeting 
were recorded; they were read at t'he Oonvention in Hamilton; and have since 
been broadcast throug1h all the churches. In view of the reception accorded 
us by the Senate, there remMned nothing for us to do but vo appeal to the 
Denomination. Consequently, these letters were ,printed 1n The Gospel Witness 
of Octo'ber 15th, and the whole matter was SUlbm'itbed to the Conventfoon. The 
Oonvention saw fit, mistakenly, as we think, to endorse Professor Marshall's 
appointment. 

Sinee that time, however, many things: have occurred. Mr. Marshall has 
preached on many occasions, and we have had the opportun-ltoy. of reading 
articles which he wrote w·hile still in Eng.land. In The Oanadian Baptist lQif 
February 4th, there is an article entitled, "Let Us Have Peace,'~ which is, 
,according to the Editor, "!from the :pen of a well known leader of our ;people, 
a layman". This writer speaks ,in ,part..as follows: . 

"During the last four monvhs, to go no ,further iblllCk, our theolOgical .. 
faculty, and one member I()if 'it in particular" has been held under a high· 
!pOwered searchlight, w'ith the result that not the slightest deviation from 
the straight Zincs 01 evangelicaz teaching has been aisclosea." . 

This anonymous authorit'Y therefore teUs us that "not the slightest 
deviation from the straight lines of evangeldcal teaching has been dIsclosed". 
We do not know whether this writer is a Baptist Rip V'an Winkle, or whether 
he illustrates the proverb, that "there are nlone so bUnd as those who won't 
see". Lev us aga1n examine the case: 

WlHAT PRJOFESSOR MARSHALL SAY.S: 
(-From a sermon preached in England, entitled, "What Ba,ptists Stand For".) 

··Some of our ,people a·re theologi-ca).}y the narrowest I()·f the narrow, while 
othe'rs are the bro~dest of the broad, but all are ,one In persqnal loyalty and 
devotion to Christ. We 'h:old, ·for instance, that the Christian' disciple is free 
to adopt. the Hebrew traditil()n .wbout the ,creation 'If dv satiS'fies him, ·or the 
teaching on that subject o.f modern science. H~ is free to interpret the 
Scri-ptures ,by any method w,hich commends itself to his judgment as brue 
~h~ ean follow the SQ.-called orthodox method or the method :pursued 'by 
modern scholarship. We are not in any way bo:und, by the trad.Itions of the 
past, but are ~rfectly free to weJocome an ligbt and trubh from whatsoever 
quar.ter they come, d'n .the wre confideI!.ce that aU Hg'ht is God's light and all 
truth is God's truth. 'Living in person,al loyalty to ChrIst, we have at the' same 
tofIne open minds fOT- all new tr.uth which God vouchsafes to reveal to mankind 
th·rough any ooannel." . 

(From a sermon preached 1n Fir,st Ave. Church, Toronto.) 
'"To regard baptism as essential to salvation or even to membership in the 

Christian Church 1s to. asCri,be to the 'baptismal rite a crucial Impprtance for 
'",hieh vhere is n,o warrant in the New Testament, or in any ,truly' spiritual 
interpretation I()If tlhe Gospel, or in cQ.mmon sense." . 
. The testimlony of some of the students. Excer:pts from ad,dresses 'gIven: at 
the :protest meeting held in Jarvis ,St. 'Church, January 14th. '. 
STUDENT WILL S. WlHiITOOMBE: 

"But what of Professor Mal"Siball's view? In a case suoo' as we have 
deseri,bed, where the teaching of science and the statement of ,ScrI'pture aTe !In 
direct opposition to each ovher, we enqu1red from him what his attitude would 
lbe. He un'hesitatingly replied that under such circumstances the wouid 'choose 
science. He stated that he believed t,hat he mu'st accept truth frOIn' whateiver 
quarter 11 came. We recall bhat. the, phTase he used was' .that be could Jiot 
go to God with a lie in his mouth. 

. "Most of our Can,adlan Baptist people 'will not beJ;Jeve that a man does go 



THE GOSPEL WITNESS Feb. 11, lUG. 

to ,GQd 'with a ,ldl;l in 'Ills mouth I~ he acqepts the plain teaching of Scripture, 
even '.though, that be "In, conln"ad1c.tion tQ. the teaching of modern .science. To 
the .dog·mas ().f modern science tl1ey would reply wLth the Teacher of teachers, 
'It .is wrl~ten.~" . . . 

STVDENT GORDON BROWlN: 
;'." "Mi' .. Whitcombe and I !have 'bad, on two occasions, personal conversations 

which I do not regard as oo,n'fidential; with the said ·Professor iMarshall. 
"What have these things shown us? For one bhing, they 'have shown us 

most di-stinetly and ·absolutely ,that he does not hold ,to lbelief ~n ·ttbe plenary, 
and 'full, inspdration of the Word of "God; that the Bilble from cover to «over-
not, of. course, as it ap'Pears in th!'l King James, !bub as it came from the sacred 
writers-'is through and through inspired of Gad. . 

. "Anothe'r matter: when we were talking IIIbout the arti.cle wMch I had 
wJ,"itten in The Prophet, the Professor said that what. I had said about his 
atltoitude on the qoUestion of the historicity of the ,book of Jonah was quite 
rlght...,...mark that-qoUite right! He believes that that book ~s only allegory, 
and not history. IBut what did Jesus say? !He said, 'As Jonas was three days 
a~d .three nights in the whale's belly: so sb.aU <the Son of man be three days 
and three nights in I!he heart of the earth'-and I ·do not regard Jesus as a 
myth! 'A,s 'Jonas was three days and three nigth,ts in tb.e bellY of the sea,. . 

• monster; so shall the Son of man 'be three days and three nd'ghts in the heart 
of the earbh',. that was .what Jesus said. But suppose we grant, for the sake 
of argument, -that that Is only an analogy that the Jews ,knew a;bout, and that 
Jesus did not necessarily mean that that was hlstory?-grant that., ·bub go on 
and read the rest of it. Do not stop with a Uttle, take the whole d,ose,-that 
'tlhe men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment. with <this 'generation, and shall con
demn it'; th,a,t 'th.e q'ueen '!If the south 'shall rise up in ,the judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it.' I SoUppose there were men who' lived in 

, Ndneveh? that there was a real queen of She'ba? I believe there was a reSJl 
Jonah who went d'own into the fish, and thaD by and by the fish. vomited him 
();Ut, and that !he went on this way ,preaching .the goSpel a.s the Lord had given 
it to him. I prefer to take Jesus as an Authol'lty on these questions; r would 
rather take His word than thaI! of aD:Y theologlocll;l ,professor." 
STUDENT FIELDUS: 

'IOn another occasion 'Pro·fessor j!\,[arshall grea;tly astonished me when he 
stated In my ,presence, that any man who accepted the histol"icity of the book 
of Jonah., and Its literal in-ter,pretation, would find, ve·ry ,few ·churches open to 
him in I!he Old Land, lbecause he wOoUld be ,considered an uneducated fool! I 
state aga;ln that is what Dr. Marshall said to me; and I am ,prepared to stand 
to-night 'by that statement.. (A'p,plause). I would su.ggest to those who are in 
douillt about the queslll·on--do as I did: interview Professor Marshall. 
. '''After such a statement coming from the Professor, II did not 'publish it 

from the houseto,ps, ,but, instead, interviewed the Dean in Thee·logy. I told 
hill). exactly what !Professor .Marshall had stated 00 me, for I w·as greatly dis
tur.bed,-who would not :be? ,Do you blame me? (,No! No!') I stated to 
Dr. Farmer that I could not accept Mr. Mars-haIl's posiMon; and furthermore, 
I 'could n'ot conscientiously defend Mr. Marshall :in this present controversy 
w!hen he held su·ch views. Again I ask, Do you blame me? iMy interview wlbh 
tb.6 Dean in Theology left me sadly disappmnted. I did not think that Dr. 
Farmer would ado.pt an attitude of tolerance toward a view of the book of 
Jona.h wh;"ch implicitly denies the authority ot Jesus Christ. Our conversation 
was lengbhy, and my co,nfidence in the 'Dean was shaken when, in effect, he 
stated that !h.e would rather fellowshi.p with ·men Uke Dr. Faunce and Dr,. 
Fosdick, than with men who ·are well known ,for -their orthodoxy, 'but who 
manifest a :bitter spirit. .. You can inter,pret that just as YOoU li'ke! 

"I ,interviewed tlhe Pro.fessor Tuesday afternoon of this week, and asked 
~lqm in a straioghtforward way l-f he really .believed ,that· the .book of J'o'nah was 
only an allegory and not an historical narrative; and he restated exactly whllit 
1\.e said to me before, addi.ng that :the one who accepts the literal interprebation 
of Jonah ,becomes the laughingatock of ,the world." 

, .. ]}aes tIti!! distinguished layman. whoever he may be, mean to say that ~e 
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man: who regards those who believe ChrJst's statement 8Jbout Jonah. and ~ 
th.erefore !beHeve in the historicity of that _ book. as ~uneducated fooIs"--does 
this distinguis,hed layman mean to say tha11 -Professor Marshall has not deviated -. 
from the straIght lines of evangelical teaching? ·Is 1t to .thds we iIlave come 
in -the Ontario and Quebec Convention? [·f that. ·be so; then we are greaUy 
mista;i{en if tihere are not many thousand'll 'CIf "uned.ueated fools" who wlll be 
!heard from In such a- way that the authorities of ·MdMaster wlll never forget 
It as long-a.e they live. 

THE MEETING OF THE McMASTER ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. 
A meeting of 6'Ome of the alumni of McMaster wa.e held a -few days ago 

In Toronto. Resolution-s approving of McMaster. of Professor Marshall. and' 
of Dean Farmer. were passed. Some very bitter things were said. 'but we are 
inclined to think that the e:lforts of the -body to cudgel the Denomination Into 
an acceptance of tbe -present conditiQn of things will prove aJbortive. - -

First Of all. what Is this Alumni A6s0c1aUon? It .is. of course. made np 
of the graduates -of McMaster. What are the terms of memibel'shlp? Nothing 
more than that they wlll have graduated from McM-ast~r University: The,. 
may be Baptists. and probably a large proportion of them are. or they may be 
Catholics or Jew-s or Unltarlans-or nothing at all. that does not prevent their
hold·lng memibershi-p In that AS'IlOclation. We were told by one graduate Of 
McMaster Uliivel's'ity that probably at least -a third of those who assembled 
In Toronto were not even members of Baptist Churchesi'; a large number of 
them prGbably would not -belong to any evangelical church. and ·make no pro
fession of religion whatsoever. But they came together to -pass resolution. 
to mould the opinion of a Baptist Convention! 

From tlhe reports given t·here were not very many ministers present, we 
shou~d h.ave ex:pected a very much larger number. But we call our readers' 
attention tlo the fad that we have within the Denomination an organization 
that is not Baptist; 11hat does not require even a profession of religion on the 
,part of its members; and that this organization exists to determine the course 
of a university which Bapt.ists own. This surely suggests the necessity of 
ano11her organization within th.e·Convenbi'o·n which shall ,be com-posed exclusively 
of Baptists; it suggests that all the mellllbel's of the Baptist churches within 
the Convention who really stand for the old ·faith and who have no sympathy 
wilth Modernism. should be hrought togeth.er In a closely·knlll organization 
whloh will not withdl'aw from -the .Convention. but will contend for the faith 
witMn the Convention. 

We have before said that MdMaster students are trained Va ':put loyalty to 
McMaster before every other con-sideration. We re.peat the statement. Poor 
Professor Mal'Shall. in an hy-steri-cal speech In Ottawa whJch was characterized 
by -neither' good mannel'S nor gentlemanliness, and 'by a spirit ~hat could not. 
by the :broadest charity. Ibe called .. Christian·.·. declared that Dr. Shields was 
determined either t()o rule or wreck the Denomination. This is another case 
of confusion ot thought which Is so characteristic of the Pr()ofessor. His speech. 
from -beginning to end, was a very good descriptoion. not of the Ed;itor of this 
paper. but of McMast.er oitself and its aims. For twenty years and more It has 
.been endeavouring to rule the Denomination; now. apparently. It is resolved 
either to rule or ·wreck. We do. however. frankly acknowledge that we are 
determined to resist ,MoMaster's rule. We will never submoill to the MCiMaster 
hierarchy; and- we are determIned. if need be. to devote the rest of our lives 
to ·break·ing the shackles dt Is attempting bo -fasten upon th.1s Denomination. 

We- say to th.e Alumni of McMasber University. Mind your own 'bu9lneB8. 
The ni.ere fact that a young man 'Of' young woman has graduated from McMast.er 
does not entitle that person to a voice In the direction'of our denominational 
affairs: -

We call the Conventlon's attention onCe again toO :the serious defect in the 
McMaster-Charter. The Board -of Governors is made up (If men Wlho are directly 

·responsible to·the Convention;· -tlhe.Senate is-an aggregation of 1rresponsl1bles: 
it fs responsLble to no one: ·It is composed of the Chancellor and iPrlncipals 
.of_ Woodstock and !Moulton ex offiCiO; three members each from the Arts 
and Theology Faculties, elected ,by the Faculties; and· -four or five ·graduatea 
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~f Arts and Theology, elected by the Alumni of the Un:iversity. No one' may 
be elected to a position on the Senate who is not a member in good standing. 
of a 'Regular Baptisll Church; but the representatives of the Alumni are elected 
by the Alumni, and w,hlIe they themselves must ,be Baptists they may ,be elected 
by Unitarians, Jews, or 'Catholics. ·Surely.ft is Mme our Baptist people were 
aroused to an appreciation of the danger whIch. threatens the Denomination. 

· I 

Whall are the ·facts? ThIs new profess·or comes from England, unknown, 
and begins the propagation of his heresies 'here. That Professor iMarshall is" 
a modernist no ,one who h,as any knowledge of the situaMon at all can doubt; 
that hIs teach'ing. is subversive of the faith no one can qollestion; that his 
continuance in MoMaster University is ·bound to ,disrllpll the 'Denomination is , 
also certain. Yet a few pastors, without discernment, and apparently with 
lit.tle conviction, join in ,Ieadifng this motley crowd of Alumni, many o·f whom 
Ihave no Ba.ptist responsiblHties, in voicing a determinallion to support Professor 
Marshall ,to the end. One of the men who, according to press reports. was 
among the leaders on that occasion, when resigning an dmportant denomina
tional position some years ago, stated as one of his reasons for resigning that , 
he could not rebain his pos-ition without having ,to resist the strangle hold on 
the Denomination McMaster had obtained. 

In tMs war there can be no surrender; there can be no, comtlromise; there 
can 'be no t.oleran,ce of that which denies the authority of God's Holy Word. 
It will probably Ibe a Iring war, the ·battle will increase, the fight win wax 
fiercer and fiercer,-bub what of it? We cannot turn ·back. iBetter a thousand 
times that there should be no McMaster UniversIty at all than that it should 
be ;permitted, unhindered; to continue its present ruin.ous cOollrse. We are 
resolved, therefore, so far as The GospeZ Witness is concerned, to prepare 
ourselves increasingly for a war ,thab shall never end untn it ends in victory 
for t.he truth. 

A LETTER FROM A NEW. YORK ALUMNUS. 
We have received a letter from a graduate of lMClMaster University now 

living in New York .State, encloosing copy of her reply to blie McMast.er Alumni 
ASSOCiation, 'both of which we ,print ,below. We diD' not know that we ever met 
the w'r:iter, but the letters were sent to us by her, and are printed with her 
consent.: 

!Ebenezer, N.Y., 
Monday, January 25bh, 1926. 

"Dear Dr. ,Shields: 
"I am enclosing a copy of the reply I am senddn·g to the Alumni, 

,prayin·g that it will arrive in time, as we did not receive notice of the 
meeting in time to reply s'ooner. 

"We certainly ,praoise God that He has raised yooll up to expose the' 
professor at McMaster, and frequently pray for you !personaUy llhat. you 
,may be kept so that God will conMnue to use you. . 

Sincerely yours through grace, 
(Signed) !MRS. JOB. J. SAOHER". 

LETTER TO THE ALUMNI. 

"McMaster Alollmni Association, 
Toronto, Canada. 

iEbenezer, N.Y., 
January 20th, 192.6. 

I~I sincerely regret that I cannct in any way enter dnto the spirit of 
bhe meeting called for in your letter. Much as I wish to !be loyal to my 
alma mater, as a child of God, I must be loyal to Hdm first. 

"A,fter a prayerful ~on'Sideratlon of both sides of the question, I am 
'fully convinced that Professor [Marshall will not teach the stUdents to 
depend on the WO'l'd of God, but th·at his toeaching must posi.tively ollnder
mine their faith. 

"Having seen 'the young students lose their faith and 1nspiration under 
the su'bUe teachings of Prof. Matthews, whlIe an undergraduate, It fiUs. me 
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. wLth' deepeat sorrow bo cont.emplate another suah: man ,poisoning their minds. 
J,I, "Please bear in mind that our ,Saviour, while on earth, used· very very 

f' '. I ,'harsh words towards religiondsts, without true faith in Him-'Phal"isees. 
. . hypocrites! fur ye are like unto whited sepuh:hres, which indeed appear 

·beautiful outward, but are wIthin full of dead 'men's 'bones, and of all 
, '.' L uncleanness.' 

. "My h·usband and I are sin·cerely !prayJng for th.e day when Dr. Farmer 
, ,and: the Chancellor wdll so rectify ·thei-r error that we may apin COnfidently 

... recommend our !friends to ·M,aMaster. 
. . Sincerely, 

(Signed) HENiRi'ErrTA WILKINS SACHER '19". 

THE "INCLUSIVE" PLAGUE IN CANADA. 
Thoughtful Cana-d~an Bapti-sts must o·ften have wondered· where those anti

Baptist !princiPles re9ide which !periodically walk a.bout ·see-ldng what BIIIPtist 
prin-ciple·s .they may devour. -rear ~ter yeu, for Vhe ,pam twenty ·years. almost, 
in so·me form or an-other as· C1onvendon time co'mes, the ,Conventron hlWl to 
defend itself against these destructive principlal!t: Bloor .Street, Toro·nto, Con
vention in 1910; Ottawa, -in 1919; Wlllimer Road', 1922'; London, 19Z4; Hamil
ton, in 19.25--8.1]; theS!e Conven·tions are still fresh in our memory. Some, of 
courSte, wou-l'd: lay the reSlPOns.f-bHity for the disturbance of the peace upon ,the 
Editor of thIs ,pa;p'er, !but 'he -certainly had no responsibility for the· agitation led 
'by Dr. HarriSt in 1·910; and 'h.is iPo'siti!)n ·was overwhelmingly endorsed ,by the 
Cooven-tion's of 1919 and 1924. But where does this 1pe,&'ti'Iantial rodent of 
Moderni8,m live? It is: certainly not exterm-inatedi by .Convention resolutions, 
·for no sooner has· one hole 'been· fiNed in thaIII we find' it gnaw.iIbg its way into 
the Denomdnation's hous'e !from another -d:irection.· 

The GospeJ Witness ;p.aS long contended that the rank and iflle of our Baptist 
people in this Convention are sound. We have said we 'believed. ninety' to 
ninety-five ,per cent., ·at leas,t, of our people were· doctrinaLly sound. We are 
sUll inclined to ,beli-eve that that esUmate is' not an exaggera.tlon; bu·t we have 
just had a conversation with one who has had an extended interview with a 
certain "leade·r" who Is not w.holly unrelated to McMaster Univer.sd.ty. (At the 
moment we withhold, his .name. Had we' 'permisslon to ·publish it, we are In· 
cJined to ·think that 1t would shock many of our people out of their compIac
ency.) But this gentleman challenged the accuracy of our estimate; and de
clared hitS beUef .that the "better edueated" ,people among us were liberally 
incUned. and would not now hold to the historic Baptist ·posit10n. From -th·at 
he 'proceeded to say that these people were entitled to representation in the 
Universd-ty; that if there were more ·than one theological seminary one .might 
afford ·to :be thoroughly contSl6rvative, ·but inasmuch as there was only one it 
ought to include representatives of 'boVh s'chools of thought! 

So tbat the Fosdick-Rockefeller iIbClusive membershi·p prinCiple 19 to ·be 
introduced into our 'Convention; the inclusive .policy of the Northern Baptist 
Conventlon's Foreign MiStsJon Board is to 'be applied to education here. The 
Board refe·rred to claims that inaStmuch as it receives money from both ·.funda
mentalists and moderniSts, it is entitlEid to .Stend out both modernist and funda· 
mentalist mfissionaries. So now we are to have a Uni-versl.ty to suit modern
ists and funda'mentalists! Tthis' i-s an entire change of fron.t: until last Con
vention the Univ-ersity authorities have insisted that there was no Modernism 
in the -University; that it was still orthodox in every ·part. On that occasion, 
however •. the attltude of the Dean i-n T:heology was ,brought out. ·both in the 
minutes of the 'Senate, which were re·ad to the Convention, and in his own 
Convention speech: there, while profel!tSing himself to 'be a conservative, he 
pleaded tor tolerance, for a view of ·the ScrIptures that would permit the In· 
clutSion of every theological} liberal In the world who :f.sI not an avowed 
unlta..rlan. . . . 

In the new' ,professor's, ·sermon pre~hed. in England on, "What Baptists 
Stand For," he also advocated the same ;princf.ple when he declared that "some 

.0' out:. .peopl~ (Baptis~s) are theologically the nal'rowest .of -the narrow, while 
others are the ,broadest of the broad." . . .' 

Now tha.t Moderil1sm d-eoclares> i·tself jn the University. our ·people are to 
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be prepared for, the '~inclUJSlive" ,polley. But ~~ are the people who are to 
,be placated W this inclusive pOlicy? Who ar,e, the supp~dlY ",better '&du· 
ca.ted" among us?, For many years, we have 'been accilstomed to hear the 

, representatives' of McMaster d.iscourse on the advantages' of a "Christian" 
, education; we have been told that it is exceEid,ingly desirable' that our young 

people, who ,have no thought of entering the work of the Christian mlIrlstry, 
but who seek a university training for equipment In other ,professions.. should 
be educated in BaptIst schools; we have been told that this would result in 
our having BapUst lawyers, and Baptist doctors, and Balltiat school teachers, 
engineers', and so on. And ,Baptists ·have been, supportin'g McMaster Univer-

. Bity suppoeing that bhey were really dOing God service !by ptoducing a gen
eration of "educated" Ch'rf.stianBi. Now we are told that ,the ,better educated 
do not, and will not, accept ,the old view of things, 'but demand a liberal. in
terpretation of Christianity. We suppose the' ''better educated" who demand 
that their views shall be represented in the University's teaching have been 
.produced by McMaster itself. So it would 'seem Baptists have ,been paying 
for the education of a generation of people who would now des.troy the foun· 
dations of the Denomination in whose schools they have been trained. 
. We are not surprised that ,this "inclusive" polley is now being advocated. 

• We remember protesting to the Dean in Theology against Ms attitude toward 
the so-called "Student 'Christian Movement". That that is an infldel move· 
ment there cannot be a Slhadow ot a doubt. In our travels to and fro we 
liav.e met a number whose faith has been absolutely wrecked by this IIICcur6ed 
Movement that has taken to itself the Christian name. We ,believe the De
nominaation ought to know that the Dean in· Theology favoured that Movement; 
and so did a number of other 'professors. When we protested against his. at· 
titude to Dr. Far·mer, he asked us if we did not think that we ought to go -into 
the Movement to save it! . At which time we asked him ·why then we should 
not go into the Roman Catholic church to save that, and into the Paedo
bwptist 'bodies to save them? Why, ind'eed, we had thus far maintained a 
s'eparate existence? If the way to save non-Christian or anti-Chri.s¢ian move
ments and organizations ,be to go in with them, what reason' is left tor our 
separate existence as a denomination? And df we are now to have thrust 
upon us this new "inclusive" doctrine, why call ours'elves Baptists at all? 
Why not s.pread ourselves through aU the denominations? If that be the way 
to' do, why should not McMaster be merged into Toronto University to save 
that? Why s'hould not its T,heological Faculty Ibe mixed up with Victoria and 
Knox and Wycliffe to save them? The fact is, this doctrine of "inclusive
ness" is of the Devil; and will do the Devil's work. The 'Christian church 
exercises what power It has· .by virtue of Its non-confol"Illity to ·the world; and 
BaptiiBts 'Will ,be influential: with other denominations, and' with the liberal 
inter:pretation of the gospel, just in the measure in 'Which they keep them
selveS a'bsolutely separated from these things, 

But this will be the doctrine which will SOon 'be ,preached from McMaster 
University, for that irisUtutlon is 'beginning to preach it already. When Mc
Master's modernism ts. dis-covered and unmLSltakably identified and revealed 
·before the world, certain men will cease to deny that Modernism exists in 
McMaster; but will ·spend themoeelves In justifying it. This is a prophecy: 
in a very little while we fear The Gospel Witness wIll have occasion to say, 
"I told you so," 

WHERE WILL THE MONEY COME FROM? 
Our edu-cational auth.orities must be in sore straits for money. The pro

fessors have long been wretch~dly. paid. While we do not IIIgree with the views 
beld by many ot the professors, we have alwaY'S believed tbat their' salli.rles 
were sha.mefully smal·l, !But we do not Iilee thow it can be otherwise: the only 

. way of bettering condltiQns in 'McMaster Is to ibring the Institution close to 
tl,le hearts, ot the people :and .make the entire Denomination feel that the 

, University exists to serve the churc;hes by tradnlng men who wUl fearlessly 
declare the whole counsel of God. ' ' '.: ' . '.. . 

, .,:. The lM~aster endowment is too:small to make Ii. sucCesSful operation of 
the' Un~verslt.y p06sLble,' 'l'he value 9f money bas greatly declined in the last 

: ... :,' . .. ..... ,', ~,', :' .. 
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.ten ·o~· ftUeeri, Years,.b~t the professOrS have had, very little ·increase.· Wben 
the 'Forward Movement was 'launcl!-ed it w~. agreed that IMdMaster's share' in 
that Forward. Movement should not be ,capitaHzed, ,but should· ibe 's.pread over 
,five yearly periods and spent for the reldef of the professors by increasing:their 
salaries. Wise leaders.hip would ,have suggested that the five years' ot relief 
afforded iby the Forward Movement. ibe spent in culbivatdng the good' wm of 
the Denomination, so that when the fifth instalment was. exha,usted' the' 'De
nominatio'n might be 'ready ',for an Edu,cational Forward Movement on a 
sufficiently large scale to afford permanent reHef. Instead of vhat these: five 
years have :been spent in inflicting on the Denomination needless and. senseless 
irritations. . ' . , 

ri'lbe poliey of MCMaster University has :bad the effect of divid,in:g . almost 
every church in the Conventdon. Tlley t.ried. firs.t to destroy the Pastor of 
Jarvis Str·eet-e.nd it did ,have the effect of dividing .Jarvis Street Chn·rch and 
sending out from ll1S membership three hund'red and iJloll'ty-one people. SlIica 
that time over 'sixteen hundred have come inoo the membership, with a result 
that Jarvds Street is' stronger and more united to-day than it. e.ver was' in its 
hfstlOry. [n fact, it is an a.bsolute unit in th:is W8.'l". There are other churches 
uniood too. ,But in every instance' they are churches which are standing for the 
fa'ith; on the basis of truth their meJllbership has been cemented together;' . but 
wherever, i\ln'ller denominational pressure or for other 1"easons, the ,pastor' has 
taken a sta.nd ,in sUl}port of the UnIversity he has divided his chu1"ch. Of course, 
resolutions have :been passed' here and there supporting the pastor's' stand, 
Ibut we know absolutely that what 'we say is true in res-pect to Toront.o; . for 
there is scarcely Po service in Jarvis Street IOhUTCh whIch is' not avtended by 
represen,tatlves of all the Baptist ehul'ches exce.pt those who are standing 
solidly for the faith.' . 

We come iback' 'now to the sU'bject wdth wMch we ibegan, The fifth. :instal· 
ment of bhe Forward >Movement is exhausted, and the income ot McMas-ter 
University on salaries' account must be shrunk 'by something like eighteen 
thousand or eighteen -th-ousand, five JJ.i\lnd1"ed ,dollars a year" at least our 
recollection is that that was aboi\lt the amount wh.i·ch the Forward, Movement 
gave IMcMasber yearly. An'll even that le.ft the professors' salaries woefully 
below the standard, for we recall an a.PpJ.i.cation coming be·fore the Board fl;'om 
the ,professors for'·a general dncrea:se of salary over and 8ibove bhat wMch the 
Forward Movement allowance had made ,p'ossi:ble; and when we asked what 
it would cost to grant the professors' request we were toM a.:bout twenty·one 
thollsand dollars. l\{·cMasller University must 'be nearly ,forty thousand dollars 
a year below the pro.per standard. and certainly eigh-teen tllousand a year below 
the standard set by the 'Forward Movement. How can that 'be made up? Can 
it be made up from IBloor IStreet lind Walmer Road-the churches which mainly 
control tibe educational work (If the Convenf.oion? Certainly we do not 'beHeve 
'~e regular income of MaMaster Univers-ity can be largely increased from the 
rank and file of the churches. The pres-ent admin~strabion in MaMa.:ster is 
responsible for the depl'O,rable (londition in which. ,the University finds itself. 
Be not deceived; ~d ds- not mocked: ,for whatsoever a man, or an dnstoitution, 
&oweth that shall he or it also l'ea.p! .-

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR LESSON LEAF 
VOL. 1. T, T. SHIELDS, EDITOR NO. 1. 
~e88on 11 FIRST QUARTER Mar. 14, 1926 

. Application lOr eml'7. as second,class matter is pending. 

THE. TESTIMONY' OF JESUS 'CONCERNING' JOHN,' "; 
: . :LES~ON TEXT: Eleventh !)hapter of .Matthew • 

. _ .To be; !ltudit:d ,in ~armony wl~h the lesson 'text; Luke' 7; 18-35. ',. ":.:.
'I. A FAITHFUL 'PROPHET'S QUESTIONIN~~ : " :." ':. ._, . " ... :: 
:.,: I~. th.e·preqeding chapter Ohrist ha.s ,been spea:king of a propbet's ·:reward. One 

, e~ement .I!- .~t. reward: is set tortb..in the verses which (oLlow. '.1 •.. John'a.faJlIh· 
fu·lness was rewar~ed wi-th a Priso.n eel. so tar as. ·men were con'cern"ed.· "it is 
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thus the worlci has often estimabed <its greatest 'benellactors. The praise of men 
is not at any time worth livin·g .for. ,2. John asked of Qh!rist a pregnant ques
tiOD. We need not ·for the moment concern ourselves with the motive. No 
moo-e important question could 'be as'ked: ''lArb thou he that should come, or do 
we loo·k for another?" 'Is the Lord Jesus God's last Word? Has He ,better to 
send to us? Is 11 worth our while at all to look for another? T·he answer is, 
that He is the express image of His Person; that Heaven exhausfled dtseU when 
Jesus came. 3. We have never felt quIte sure of the usual inter.pretation that 
John himself had some question as to whether Jesus' was the Messiah. If he 
had, it must have ,formed itself in his mind in a momenb of temporary de
pression. We are 'rathe!r :In.cl,ined to believe that it was the disci,ples of John 
rather than their master who wondered that John should :be left 'in prison. If 
tha,t ,be so, John's course was emin~ntly wise when he sent ·his disciples wi1lh 
their questioning to Jesus. This, at all !)vents, is what we ought to d,o. There 
is no questdon wh·ich does not find Its answer in ChrIst; and if we can but 
ibring people to Him, all ·their 'pToblems will be solved. 4. Jesus replied to 
John's question ,by bidding his disciples tell him what ,they had seen, and the 
programme He was carrY'ing out.. This is always a' suflliclent answer. What 
other could ,possibly do what Jesus d'Ges? 6. A blessing is pronounced upon 
those w1i.o can accept Jesus as He Is and ask for no other, and find no occasion 
.of stumbling or of offence in Him. . 
II. A FAITHFUL PROPHET'S REWARD. 

·Slnce the morning stars sang together no greater eu.logy was ever pronO'llnced 
npon a mortal than tha,t which Jesus pronounced "Upon John w·hen He d·eclared 
that no greafler had lbeen 'born of woman: he was ·not a reed shaken with the 
wind; ihe was not a man clothed wdth 60ft rwiment; 'he was even more than 
a pro·phet. What a testimony from t'he Lord HimseIf! Whab a reward to covet! 
Yet our Lord opred'icts 'opportunities for more 'exalted servi·ce in the 'klngdom 
of heaven that is to ·be. 
III. A CONTRARY GENERATION. (verses 16-19.) 

In our ·day many are trying to a,d'wpt the 'gospel to the natural tastes of man. 
But here our Lord ,descri.bes the generation to whom He mlnisoored, and to 
who'm John m1n'lstered, as beln·g det.ermined not to ,be pleased, no matter what 
approach was made. !And this is ever the attitude of the carnal mind toward 
any word from God, ·for "the carnal mind is enmitY.agaijnsb God .... 

IV. CHRIST TEACHES THAT A HEAVY RESPONSIBILITY RESTS UPON 
THOSE TO WHOM THE TRUTH IS PREACHED. 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, are the cities Hoe upbTaids, and this 

'because they repented not, notwithstandIng dn them '~most of his mighty works 
were done". Elsewhere He says the men of Nineveh shall rise up in judgment 
w'ith this generation, and shall condemn iv: because they repented at the 
preaching of Jona:s; and, behold, a greater than J'onas had Ibeen among them. 
ao the gos,pel is' a savor of life unto'life, or of death un·to death to those who 
'hear it. The .gospel is preached for a ~itness unto all nations. It de a terri,ble 
thin'g to do despite to the Splirit of God" and to turn a ·deaf ear to the Word 
of God. 
V. HOW SPIRITUAL TRUTH IS RECEIVED. (verses 25-27.) 

Here Jesus lays down the principle that "these thi-ngs" of the Spirit are not 
discoverable to the carnal minds of the wise and the prudent, but are revealed 
unbo ·babes: "The natural man receiveth not the ·thing·s of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishnes unto 'him: neither can h.e know them, ibecause they are 
spiritually di·scerned". . 
VI. AN INVITATION TO THE WEARY TO REST. 

The concluding verses of bhe chapter need no exposi.tion. Who of us does not 
labour? Who pf us is not heavyIaden? Who of us does not need a yoke to help 
us carry the »urde~ of life? Who o'f us d!les not nee·d. rest? All this Is 
promof.sed to those who will .come to Christ. . . 
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