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tltbt jarbis &trttt t)ulpit 
THE CONTAGIOUSNESS OF EVIL AND THE UNTRANSMISSIBILITY 

OF GOODNESS. 
A Sermon by the Pastor. 

Preached in Ju.vis St. Church, Toronto, ,Sunday Morning, De'cemoor. 6th, 1925. 
(Stenogoraphically Reported.) 

"In the four a·nd twentieth day of the ninth nloult·h. in the second yea... of 
Daroius. came the word of the Lord by Haggai .the prophet, sa)"iJllg. 

"Thus saith t'he Lord of :hosts: Ask now the priests concerning the law. say;.,g, 
"If one bear hol~ ftesh ill the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touc;h 

breau, or pottage. or wille, or oil. or any mew!, shall it be holy? And the prieSots 
aarswered and .... id. No. . ' 

"Then said Haggai. If one that is unclea .. by a dead body touch an~ oj these. 
shaI1l it be unclean? And the pr.iests answered allid saJd. It shall be unclean."
Hagga-i 2: 10-13. I E bave dn th" ........ to. ,""~- of a law whlch at fuat ">0' 

W
· migh.t·be regarde,d as a ,prophecy of gloom, and ailmOSlt of despair; 

lbu.t Wlhen ipl'O/P8Il"l.y undlers.to:od, is rulll oOf j·n;s'pi.ration a:n.d' 'hoO'P8. 'nb.e 
case is .su·pposed of one who ·has been purifled and is ceremonially 

= filtlted for hol'y ,s,elWi'ce ; cere.nroniru.l'Y, ihJe lis lwoly. And it iii a:skel If, .as 
~ he puses, ·the i&kirt of !his· gar.men·t iSlhoO'Il'lJd. wl\lJCh ibre:wd:, o·r ,pottage, OIl" 
-_. • 'WIine, or 01.1, O!l" any meat, ISm:a;l1 that trhing wthi'Crh !he touclles, Iby OOillJo 

mct 'WIitih him, ibe mad-e !h:oly? And· .the a.n:sWle1" of 11he .priests, accord
ing ro the law, ·is' "No". Tohen ·the opposite is· oons,id'8red: the case is ;supposed 
of ane w'ho Is ceremo-niaJHy undea.n. 'be'Ca'll's'e !();f \hd$ con,taJct iW'itrh a. d!ead bod'Y, and 
it is 'a;s·ked if 'he. 'paSISing Iby, ;bein;g Ice:rem:o·ni·a;Uy UllJJcloean, 19hou:l:dl to'lLCh· Wine, O!l" 
ohl, or bread, or 1lOtta~e, or meat of :any kind, shan that thing whilch he touches 
be uncll&an.? And the priests answer, accor.ding to :the Ja;w, "It shaH ,be un
clean"---'the principle 's:tated he,r·e bei.ng this, that a man has' no .power to 
transmit holiness, he eannot communicate goodness; 'but 'he :has JIOwer, by 
contact, to ,transmit that w,hich is evil. In other words, evil -is conrtagious, it 
is communi'C&ble'by con·tact; ,but goodn'ess is untransmissible, you cannot com
municate it. It is really a tar-ri'ble truth, that we have powe'l' to pollJute but 
not to purify; to 'COl"l'Upt ,but not to cleaIll&e; to kill bUit not to make alive'; to 
destroy ;b\llt noOt to c.reate; .to ,communicate evilJ wMle ~mpoteillt to ,tranrs·mi-t 
goodness. 

Here, then, w·e have the oSItatement of a law that. 'by uni.vensa~ human ex
perie,noo and OIbseA"a;Uon, has bee'n proved. to !be true, namely, that ·evU iSI con
tagious. A few JIl!()ments' l'efiection will convince us ·that the prin:ciple is al
waYIS at wor.k in human, lives. Let me' speak, for ~nstance, for a moment ,to 
you- ,pa.rents. You w·iD find ·that your cMld! who is going to ISIChool will copy 
from other chilidTe-n much moI'e r,ead.ily thedr vices ,than .their virtues, ihe Is 
moroa responrsdVil to their vulga;rities than to thei·r refinements. One good boy 
in a school lDl'ay have little effect upon t·he crawd, but one 'bad 'boy may cor
l'\u;pt them aU. There·is not 'a fa;ther or a mother 'here who has' not noticed 
that when a c'hlild who has' ·been .carelluBy nU'Nll'red :and .surrounded with every 
lKlssi'ble ,influence to safeguard it a;gailJJst evil, goeBl without the lSIheUer o.f the 
home into the .lar.ger world ·without. ,perhaps the very first day, .tb:at child 
comes home, and mother notices on that chilid's ,rongue a word ·that sihocks 
her. "W'hel"e dlid YO'll get that?" Do you know where the child got it? From 
the -power resid·ent with-iii!. 'human. nwture to· transmit evil, 'but which is impo
tent to commu·n.icate good. 

For instance, take one professor in an educational iIll&titution-though he 
be not ·a man of outSitanding albHity, lthough :he ~n no i&6iIlse Ibe sll'pe.rfo'l' to ·his 
oolleagues, ~et him ·teach that which is ,error, let h,im teach that which is con
trary to the Word of God, and he wUl, in .time, nbverrt the fatth of that insti
tution. It may ·be said; that there are othoer men !in the institution 'who al"e 
.perfectly sound, and ·as long 1118 these sound men are !there, surely one hereti
cal pro,fessor cannot do any v'ery serious damage? You m·ight j'll:Bt 'lIiSo well 
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:say,- to use a very familiar illustration, ,that fIS ·lon-g as there is only one bad 
apple in ·the boalrrel you may rest aJslS-ureJd tilat .a;11 the ,gJOOd 4lIpplea- woiU' 'IIlI!I;ke the 
'bad apple good. You know perfectlJy well tha:t nothing 'Of the sort will h8lppen, 
but thaJt one apple will corru'pt the whole ·barrel. 

We :ha·d 8ill exa,m,ple of that -in McMast·ea" Uni:vers'it'Y: w·e had a group of 
mund profe·ssors on the staff, :but for fourteen years, or thereabout, we had 
one man who taugh.t that' which was contrary to the Word of. God. T,he men 
who op,posed his teaching at that time were denounced as enemies of the in
stitution. Our -late good friend, Dr. Elmore Harris-, who opposed the teaching 
of Pro.fessor Maobthews, was reopreseIll1:ed as a man. of weailth who wanted to 
dom·inate the Denomination, he was soandaJ:ized and a'bus-ed like a pickpocket 
all over the Dominion. The' case- of that professor was investigated by a: com
mittee of the Senate of McMaSlter, antI the committee reported that he was 
B()f\lond; and that Dr. Harris WaBI an wrong. Since lean,ng us that professor 
has written a ·book which, on ne'arly every page, justifies Dr. Harris' criticism, 
an-d shows that a man holding such views has. no 1'!iglvt to be ai teacher in any 
ChrisUan in-SJtitutioll!. But Ms presence 'Was suffered ·here. What emect did 
it have? It had this effect: it .produced a generation of students. in the Arts 
DepartilJl'6iILt 'particularly, w,hose In:fluence, I dare to say, 'Ilas -been a positive 
blight on thisl Denomination-wherever they 'have gone they have 'been. opposed 
to the things of God. I do not speak so· par.ticulul'Y now of the mionisterial 
studEnts, many of whom were estabUshoed ·in the Wwd of God before they 
went 1;here; ,but I do say ·that at that time .that pl'Olfessor'l8I illlfluence over
'W'he~·med the iIlifluence of all the other profeslSOrs-, and gave colour to the 
stream of life that went out ~om that educationalJ insUtuUon. 

I am goin-g to have ,more to say about thiSl to-nIght,---and I expect to have 
more -and m0'1'6 to say abou;t it until this Denomination; awalres to tbe fact 
tbaJt we ihave rece:lViad 1nJto Of\la" univeraUy-1 nam.e tJhe glenUema,.n, P·ro:fe£lSlOil' 
L. H. Ma·r.shaJl-a man w.ho has nothing in common wi,th the thingiS' for which 
this Deno-mination standdil, and -whose pres'enea Is 'bou,lId to poison the springs 
of our denomtin;ational Ufe, -and. .to COil'rU1ptt the 'W\hole Domi,n'i-on ,from top to 
bottom. He has power to do thaJt. I do not say .that there are not admirable 
men ion, McMaster Uni·versity: there are in the Institution SIOme of the finest 
men I know; but this new man come,s in, -I;tnd 'before 'he Is known, a mere sug
gesUon is given fIS ·to ih~s teacl1.ing; a-oo immed1a.teI'Y men a.re a.TIO'Ils'ed, a.nd 
the fiag is wave'll>-and nine-tenths of them do not know what they are talking 
about. "WMle m·en slept the enemy sowed tare.s." And that is -what is 'hap
pening in this Denomination ,to-day. And I want, in paaing, to give that jus
-UficaUon fOr my protest, to lJet you Jarvis Street- people know, and you Mc
Master students ·know, df you are here, and the F8ICult'Yand Governing Bodies 
of M'cM8Ister know, that 810 llar -as this -pulpit ·is -concerned, we are only begin
IlIlng our protest against this abominably cOl'l'U'pting influence that 'hIlIs been 
permitted to come In and estabUsh Uself in the life of our De.nomination. 
Now, that is enough of that for ,this morning; 'We .shaJi have mo~e of it to
niglhlt. TIllis even~n:g 'I 'WIllI IlJIl'IOd'llloe my 'ca'WS'e and! Ibl"lng /forth lIllY strong 
rea.sons. 

He'l'le ·is another example of this pr:indple: -twellVe -spies 'Were sent yonder 
into the lan,d which God -had promised to give His people; and they came 
back, two of them ,bringing with :them -the great cluSoter from Eschol. Here 
was the ev~d:enlCe of ·tth-e aCClU·raJCY 'Of the 'POOiDl,fse; lit 'Was a fruoj,tJfu1, land;, aoo 
!here was a .salIlple of the -fruit. Two spies said, "It i's a great land, .it 1& a ~and 
ftowing wiIth milk and ohoney, ·he·r·e is the kind of fruit it produces; and we a'l'e 
weU able to go up and poS8oe·ss the land." But the othe'l' ten said, "It is true 
enough that -is the sample of the .fruit; 'but thei·r cities are strong, and walled 
up to heaven-llind tile chUdren of Anak are the·re, they are giants; and it 
would be impossible for us to possess the land." And so the people had to 
choose 'between the faith of Joshua and ·Caleb, and the un,bel!ief of the other 
ten. The other ten brought no evidence to su·bstantiaJte their gloomy pro
phecy: they .had no pictures of the walled cities, they had no represen.tatives 
of tlhe clJ.iild;ren of Anak, th.ey -s·lmply told. 'Wfha,t they !had .a.een; and -they &a.1d·, 
"We are not able"! And the whole congregation ·foUowed the voice of un
beUef-andthey spoke of stoning Joshua and CaJe·b. . And' then came ·the fiery 
serpents lin'to tlhe mid,st of the ,C'On'g;r.eg.a.Uon, 'an·d' a. IgIl'eaJt plag'IIe folWwed. 
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That -is ever !So: it is much -easie'r a~ways to move people in the dirootion 
of unbelief than in the d'irection of faith; ·it is always easier to get people ,to 
doubt God than to beldeve God; it is always easier to undermine the faith of 
people than to confirm them 'in the llatth. It requires spiritual 'power to estab
lish people in Christ: It does not l'equire even great natural abrlity to destroy 
a man's faith in Ch·rlst. Un,belief wiH 'prevail more l'eadily ·than Ilaith. 

My ,fnlends, YO'll ,have that iHustrated sometimes in congregational ILfe. I 
am going to talk to you member.s who have come into this ·church within the 
!last four years, you did n'o.t see what sOIIIle of us saw. I stood in this puLpit 
for eleven years, I ~new the people of this Denominabion, and for a long time 
we ·had a ve·ry happy felloW\S'hip in thLlr place; but it 'became possi,ble for some 
to spread fire among the peo'ple of God un.tit we saw thLs congregation go, a 
large part of it, asl though it had be-en stricken wi.th smal'lpox. It is easy to 
co·mmunicate evil, but dimcult-Impososible -indeed-to transmit that w'hich is 
good. I read .to you this momi.ng of how the apost:!es, ~reached in Iconium, 
and so ,spake that a multitude of the JewS! believed-and th-en ·certain people 
'came down and stirred up the Gen,tiles, and' made their minds "evil affected 
ag·ain·st the Ibrethren... . 

Nothing ,is easier than to ~ison the ,mi·nd of a man against .someone else. 
A celflta,in man, ~peaking otJo me of a 'ceTitain very proominent :man s,olme years 
ago, s'aid, "I wallit to ask you a question. A man C8Jlle to me to teU me a story 
of a man in p:u.blic life. He said that a certain man, who was the enemy of 
this man in public life, had cert8Jin factlS which, if publ1os'hoed, would drive that 
man out of public :];ife. When this mlllD. told me, that I said, 'I will go and see 
Mr. So-and·So.' 'No, llJO', ·he said, 'don't you d'are do that; I bave told you 
that in confidence'." The man who informed me of this s:aid, "Whalt do you 
think of that?" And I said, "I think that it is from the Devil." Here is a 
man who would inject his .poi.son !into another ·man's mind, and then put a 
padlock on his lips to keep him from speaking; thus allowing that poison to 
work ~tJs. way througih his .m4n·d, 'poisoning ·his mind ag·ainst another man
fur llIO l'e/lISIOn -in tme 'W'OO"lod but .that a fie·nd in h1lJlll:&n ifol'lIIl Injected boot !polso.n. 
Tohat is tmnsmitting evil! [t is a very easy thing to do, to stir up people so 
.that the!·r minds are. "evil affected again'sot the· ·brethren". 

I could multiply Wustrlllt10ns o·f .thiSi principle, that "evil communications 
COmI.pt goo·d man·oors·'; 'but I want to look at the opposite· Bolde for a moment, 
to show you how 'impossiQle it is foOr us toO transmit goodness. 

II. 
Pe·r'haps the :best way to proOve 1,t ~s· to take· a few ou1lsltanding exam'Ples. 

Look at the case of Abraoham: boIs racol'd .is written in the Book; he was: a 
man whoO lived for God, the outstan.ding examplie of the true 'bellever ·for all 

. time-a man who left his country and 'his kind·red, and went out not knowing 
whitihoen" ,he went-a,nid· Ihe i,g 'ca11ed: ·the ~abher of ·su:cIh 8JSo beHeve, ·to t.hdis day. 
An·d yet Abra;hlllm had living w·ith him a nephew whose n8Jlle was Lo:t, he was 
un·dar Abraham'iS infiuence aU ·the Urne; lbout A1bra;h.am Wlas 'lloIla.bIe to· com
mUD/i·c·ate to Lot his faith, his unworldliness, hIs' uIl6·elfishness, his devotion to 
Go'd. A1nd Loot 'went dirom tlhe presenCIa of thi:s man A:1J.ra;l1alm, and deLi'b.era,teLy 
pitched his tent tow.ard Sodom. You see tha.t illius.trated ·in our day. No 
human power can ,communLcate faith; as we .shall se·e pres'enUy, lit is the gift 
of God. Take the cas'e I have mentioOned of Caleb and Jo·shua. To me the 
story of these· two men is: on'e of the outstanding miracles of the Bible: Caleb 
and Joshua lre'Pt itbei·r faith alive for for.ty YeaI'l&, so that Caleb was able to 
say on bis' eig·hty-fifth birthday w'h·en he came toO JOoShua, "I 111m as strong this 
day 8.'5. I wows in ,bhe day thaJt M'ose's 'sent lIne; as my lSil:l'en,gltih was then, ,so. is 
it now ,both to ·go out an·d Ito come .in, therefore give me -thi·SI mountain." That 
is a fine thdng ~r a man to aJs,k; jfor on IbTs etg:hty.fiIWl ib'irthday, is lot not? 
That old man ·said" "I would like to hav'e' a ch·a.nce to tak'e -that mountain for 
itbe Lord 'be·fore I d.ie." For forty long years Ca1eb had walked 'With God, had 
believ'ed God, had never doubte·d God-and Josohua too; an'd; yet they were 
unable to communicate the4ro ·faith to otheM. Look at the c.a,.se of David: 'With 
one single exception ~e was a man of God, a man afte·r God's own heart. 
David walked' in ·the waY's' of t'he uDrd; and Y'elt.in IMs awn ihoone th'e:re g.rew 
up a !boy, A'bsalJo.lll!, on·e of the IbIIlIICkesit ·oo8il'lWcte.rs .of 'W'ho:m we iha v·e any 
record. 

( 
I 

1 
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M·Y' d'ear friends, you must not ·blame .parents too readHy when their 
hearts are 'broken because their children d() not walk in the way of the Lord. 
I have seen pe()ple who, so far as I was a'ble to judge, were· god·ly, who lived 
godlJy lives; .a.OO yet ·in the very home with ,them were thoSoe who resisted 
their testimony: they had no ·power to comID'uni'cate the thi.ng·s they ,believed. 
I :ha.ve Is·een ISOIIIlIS of tb.e ,slaintHes't 'woman I have ever kn'!)wn whose ihu3:iJandS' 
through long yeaI1S1 resisted their testimony: ,they prayed, they wrought, <they 
ddid. ev'er:yothi,ng in tJhe'i~ 'Il'O'WIetr; Ibut bh.ey :had iI!IO' PO'Wea' .00 'colmlIIlluni·calle IhoH
ness, it was .beyond them. I wond'er df that doe·s not come rathe·r close home 
to .som·e here Ith!.s· inorning? I am n'Dt· going to license or condone careless
ness', IIInd to s'ay that it d()es not matte['-we must give our witness, whethe·r 
it .be 'believed '01' not. 

Yes', I ·think I wu,H go further and say I have know·n some' ministers who 
have 'been called to an exceeddngly dimcuJ.t task, to ,bear witne's's for God 
before the ungodly, a:pparentlJy without sucees.s-but "whether theoy .will hea·r, 
or ·whether the¥ w.nl ·fo·rbear", he must give his testim()ny. 

The·re are, then, these tW() pri-noi'ples: without effort we can aU communI
ca.te evil, 'but with ()ur utmost effort not one of us has, 'power to communi'cate 
goodnes·s. Wh·aJt is the explan'ation? The explanation, !.s" first of all, in hu,man 
natru!re itself. I :have not yet l1aad, ItIh·e 'SoermOIll IpreaClh.ed! by Pirtoif'6ISlsol' Ma.1'ISIha.1O: 
-I ·have read the text, and some,body sent me a digest ()f the' ·Sl6rm'On. The 
sel1mon ds there t()[' you to read, but listen to the text: "For he--J·esu.-knew 
what "MIlS illl IIIlI8.n." And :tJh.at is, 'an ,ar.g,ume·Il;t Ifoo[' the de,v,e:lo'pment of otJhe good! 
Is it? Listen: "Now when he was in Jerusalem ·at the pIIIB50ver, in the feast 
day, m'lllll,y 'bel~ev·ed' in hils na,.me, 'wihle~ they "sa'w ,the mj,ra,oLes "wIM'oh he d,id. 
But Jesus did n·ot commit ,himself unto them, because he knew aU men"-and 
the word is the same in iboth cas,es. M,any trus·ted Him, 'but He d'id not trust 
them. Why did He not trlllSt them ?-"bec'ause he knew all men, and need'ed 
not tha.t a,ny should ,testify of'man: for he knew what was in man." The ·re·a
ISO'Il He dlid nat U'UI&t them wa's ,be,oo.'Il'3e He oonew there wa,s' n'Oitlhing in them to 
trust!-not 'becaJUSoe there is goodnes's, ·but because there is no ~oo·d·neSoS. 

Moody w,as r.ioght when :he said ·that a lie would travel around the world 
whl.J'e trUith. was ~tting its 'boots on. That is, .pedectly true. You te~l IIIny 
evil thing about somebody, and you d,o not need to teU anyone not to repea.t 
that, do you? No! I wiU tell you all you have to do: jus:t whisper it and s·ay, 
"Now don't teU anyone; be sure you do not !telI anybody else." .Anod that per
son lSB.ys ,to the nett one he me·ets, "I ·have just bea'l'd someth.ing which I wdll 
whisper to you in -confidence-be ·sure y()U do not tell an.yone·"! An,d .before 
nightfall a hun·dred people know it. But tell 'some good .thing IlIbout somebody, 
and in nine -cases' 'Out Q·f ten it 111e's with the fi,rst person to whom it is: told; 
he n,ever thing o:f i1'·e'pe:a.ting it. I il'em'emiber 'Wih,en Dr. T<ln"6'y 'WIa.s, illere some 
ye'lWS ago ille deSlCT,iibed; a CiOOlPle iOl WIOm·en ,tallkd.n,g. One wolIIlan oom·es· in W 
viSli,t bJe'l' neighlbour, Bind tbey have a cup oOf tea together; ·andl Mil1s,. No. One 
says to M·l1S1 .. NoO. Two, "That is· too bad about MrS>. No. Three', iSi it not?" 
"Whlllt is :it? I have not ,heard." "Oh, 'have you noOt!" And: then she tells a 
'stQ~ about MI"So. No. T:hil'e'e. "It ,f.s. very 6'8.Id., is it ,not? 'I never wo'll·ld ihave 
believed it of bel'. r d'o not want y()U to· mention it to anyone·, 'but I am so 
sorry, I ,alIIl ISO SOIr.l'Y.'~ Anldl M·l'iil·. No. TWiO' 'sayS!, "'I am very IS'~ too." And. 
when Dr. Torrey ohad· finished he Is'aid-'he dId: not call them 'by numbers: he 
caHed Ithem. 'by na.moe. But I do not want to be· pers·onal, and I -could not say 
Mrs. Smith, 01" Browoll,. or Jones. or Black, f()r they are 1111 here, so I win resort 
to· n'llan.'berst--'and when :he ;had d'eBcri.bed that !Which i·s' so llerfectly natural 
ille 'pa'lllSied. and sald;, "Ml'Is·. No·. Oolle, YKJIIl are ·a 1_; Iilf YIOU were S'IJIl"l'Y Y'O'Il 'WIol\lOld 
not 'have, to.1d .tt." That Wi trne. But why does' this thing Ispread like that? 
Bec'ause when lfuat kind of thing gets intoO :human nature it goets into dts native 
8()i1, and it needs' no· cultiv,ation, it gro·ws oOf itself. But plant any,thiing gooOd 
in thlSi human nature, and it need·s to 'be cultivated; :it ds an ex()tic. You dQ 
II;Ot need to g.o ;to ·a .se.m.inary to ~earn that the oOld"fashione·d doctrin'e of total 
de'lJll1ll;v,ity :fos' true, 'al~1 Y'O'Il neeld· Ito do ,lis, 00 !s'tllldy Ih~~ nature. .A.nd· ISIO' wihe:n 
evdJ: :fi& abroad in ,lmlJDlan natu're it is in its native elemerut; 'and it s'preads with
out any effort a.t all. I corutend-the new professor to the C()ntrary, ,notwith
standing-"th'at in' me (:that :is, in my fiash,) dwelleth no good thing." Poss1bly 
some ipeople thiollk tha.t appl.iei! toO the preacher as 'an ,exceptional case! But 
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there is no gODd ,thin'g in human n,a,ture, none at ·all, exce.pt what God' puts 
there: "lif one 'bear hDly flesh iIll the .eld·n; of his garment, and wIth his skirt 
do tDuch 'bread, 'Or pottage, or wine, or on, or any meat, shall it ibe holy? 
An·d the .priests 'answered and, said, No. Then said Haggai, "If one· that is 
uncl:ea:n iby a dead' ;boidiY touch. any of the'se, sihall it ,be unelie1lm.? And the ,prles,ts 
alliSlW'ered 'IIJllJdi .said·, -It '3b&'}' ilIe unc·1ean." Yea', Y'O'Il! can al'waYIS make: thin·goa· 
lUl'wea·n, 'brut yw ,cannot ·tra..nSlDl-it ilro:J.ines·s·. 

LII 
I close wi·th two or ·l.!h·ree reflections on this princi·ple. iI.n .the flrst. place, it 

ought to humble us, it ought to ma.ke us think a good deal a.bout the tendencies 
that are within us: '~t him that .thinketh he standet'h taJke heed lest he fall." 
I see in garages, and other pJaces where there is a great deal of dnfLammable 
material, th,is sign, "No smoking s;Jlowed." That '1s a very good rule--a good 
l'UIle ,to 'lIlP/ply anywihere fIor bbaJt matter., brut e.spe.ci'a~ly a good rule wlhere ·tlher~ 
are .gasolene and other things of the sort about. You are a mrrel of gasolene 
yourself-it only needs a match, and. up you go; and the Devil wiH see to i,t 
vhat ·tJh·e match is appLied. You know that ·that is' true. Oh, iho·w caretul we ought 
to be when we speak:. It is so easy to ,i.nject ,prejud,ice, and so diffiicult to ,instil 
principles. And there 'is a world of dIfference !between the .two. We need to 'be 
careful how we spea'k, and what we SlPelllk, and the influences we exert; 'because 
it is so easy ,fDr ·us to help peo·ple to 'gO down, and so· difficult to help anyone up. 

''Well'', you say, "tlha.t .is a pretty gloomy p·ro.specj;, is it not? I am almost 
afraid to alve if that ·is 80,-.i·f every.one I meet is evil like myseIf, everyone I 
meet able to make me more evil, everyone able to help me down, and no one 
rubLe to. heIp me up; 'm:yIseilf jl\llSll; a Irese.rvo!r of evi,l to ,pOw out dnto other Lives, 
and other lives the same that they may ,pour evil into me, and no power wi,tJhdn 
me '00 help them, and they no power to help me-what is the use 'o,f being ,born?" 
There is no use dn :being born, my friends, -if Someone else had nDt been "born 
in Bethlehem of Judaea. in the days Df Herod th.e 'king". Tihere is joUst one 
Person Who 'has powe·r to transmit goodness, j·ust One; and you cannot have 
goodness apart from Him. But oh, .blessed ·be 'God, you can have all the fulness 
of God thrDUgh Him. Do y.ou· not remember that MDry of the WIOman in the 
crowd pushing her way iflh·rDugih .th.e throng? iSomehow or another she man
aged to get ,her hand in ,between ·two or three of the disciples, and just touched 
His garment, and JesUSI said', "Who touched me?" '''Why, iMaster", they said, 
"the multitude throng T.hee and ,press 'Thee, and sayest Thou, Woo touched me?" 
But Jesus sand, '~Somebody hath t'ouched me: f.or.I perceive ·that virtue is gone 
out of me." No one else ever said -that. He is the !Fountain of virtue; and only 
as we touch Him can we ibe made Wlhole-and only as we a:bide in Him can we 
·be kept whole. But, blessed be 'His iName, there is salva-Hon .for all of us in 
Him. Just to touch Him, that is all! How Uttle we need 00 dol-just to estab
lish contact with Jesus, and ,the moment we touch Him with the touch of faith. 
saying in ourselves, .IF I may 'but .touch IHim-"Why", someone may have said 
to bhe woman, "YOU cannot ·get to Him! T·here ,is 'Peter, touch Peter." "Oh, no, 
that will not dO." ''WelI, there is John or James, or someone else." "No. if I 
may.only touch .the hem of His garment"-"if one bear holy fleeih in the skiN of 
his garment, and with. ihis s'kirt do tDuch bread, ,o·r pottage, or wdne, or oil, or 
any moot, shall oIt be holy?" Yes, Iof the garment ibe t.he garment of Jesus Christ. 

"She only tDuched the hem of His garment 
!As to His side she stole, 

Amid the crowd that gathered around Him, 
And straightway she was whole." 

I am glad I am not con·fused by being directed to many places, or many 
persons; I am glad .j,b is wrdtten, "Neither is there salvaJtion in any other: for 
there is none o,ther name under heaven given 'among men, whereby we must be 
saved." Put forth the hand of faith this morning, and touch Him. 

"The healing of His seamless dress 
Is by oU'r beds of !pain; 

We touch Him oIn life's throng and press, 
And we are whole again." 
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EDITORIAL 
,P,ROF. MARSHALL'S PAMPHLET. 

"Wie have 'befc:re 'us a. 'pam'P!hlet en-ti,tlJed, "Pl',()Ifeitsor Ma,rsha.l:l Reo1iutes Seri-
0'Ul9 C~ar.ges," in wihd'Clh there ·Is an ilIltooduoction stg.n-ed by ProfeSlSQII" J. H. 
Farmer andl Dr. JClhn l\'[.cNe'ibl. Thom il:Jhis ott ios evident that Dors. Fowrmer and: 
:McNeill accept PI'IofeBlSor iMarshall's explanaotion of his !position. We quote from 
the second ,paragraph of th.e introduction as ·follows: 

"In 's,eve'ra}, recent iSSIU:90S/ ()(f ohts paJper, Dr. Sohleldls has .been tpUlblofSlh
ing ,tJhe foQ[[OWIin:g q'll:o,tat;on.s forotlll a. .s,e,rm()n Jpres-chad by Mr. Marshal.l in 
Coventl"Y about a. year ago: 

'Tc 'l"egard ba.ptism as 'essential to s'alv-s;tion cr even to member
shJrp 'in the Christian !Qhurch is to 'asocribe to the bapUStIllal rite a 
crucial! im.portance. f{)t' which there iSl no warran,t in the New Testa
,ment or in any truly spiritualJ mtenpretatlon of the Gos'pel or in 
oommon sense .. 

'We hold, for instance, tha.t the 'Ch'I'Iiis1tian disciple is free to 
adopt the Hebrew tradition 'wbout the creation if it s'ati~lI.es hlm, or 
the teaching on !that SlUbject of modern ISICience.' 
"On the lS,tI'leDIgIth ;of the f'Ol'IIJlJaor ll!uOltaJtJI.oOn H 119 ·ChtWged ,tihat either we 

m'llSot halve misl'epiesented M'l". Ms-r,shaU',s vieWIS a'boUJt ,ba.pUsun and chuTch 
membership, or otha.t Ml'. M:aJ'lSlhatl Vla.ts noot. ,sincere when he accaopted the 
lCIharter Ibuls, ,because, -it is :a.l!legedl, ot!he voiews e:x!pres,sed. ,i'n tJheS'e quota
otJiJons a;I'Ie 8WJP8.l'ently co,ntJrary to the e:qITeB!S: /provisions of the Charter. 

·"-on oth,e Is,trength .cf fue 'se'oon'll quotliation P.oofe'SlSor Marshall Is 
dha'Ilged W!i.th d,en.ydng the imllpf:raJtion of Genesis I .. tih'Olllgh Ihe atIlr,med It 
tOO f\lS 'at ,the. ConveIlltdon. On both ,grounds the UndveI'lSlty is cha.rged: 
'W!ith vioJ.'atiIL"g the Chtarter an:d ;bett:ray.ing dts otl'IuIst in the a.ppointment .:md 
retenoti'llill of Profes,s,or Marsha.ll." 

The Statement by Professor Marshall 
begins as follows: 

"In The GospeZ Witness of ;Nov. 19th. iDr. IShields quotes several times a 
sentence from an article of mine whoicih' ap,peared in the Lonaon Baptist Times 
dn ,the autumn' of 1924. Tlhe ,sentence :runs :thus: 

'To regar:d ibaptis.m 'as eB,sential to Isal'Vation 'Il'l" ev'en ;to mem.'bera.hitp 
in the ClJ.:ris-tian Ch.urcil is ,to ascr,fbe to the ba.ptitslIDlIIL rite a 'Cl'l1Cia! 1m
pOtl'ltance ,for Wihdclh· .there is no W3J1':rtant -in tbhe N,ew Testa:ment or in any 
:tru;liy 'spir-itllail dnterp'l"etaUon olf the Go,S!peIl or in 'common lSen,S06'." 

Fer the· swke of clarity we now quote what we saJid in The G008pez Witness 
oIf Novem!boer 26th: Dean Farm,er Isaid (hm ,Sltenotglr81phioc report o,f minutes 
of the 'Sana.te): 

"Tolle meUlibem of the Oommfttee ;remember that Mr. MarSlhall Istated· 
as Ihis O'WIIl tp·E!Il'sonal 'ccillvicotion that !he ,beLieved: in a member·shi'PI re
Istricted :bo Ibaptized beliiev'ers." 

It 'WIiltl ibe 'Oihserved Dr. F.a.rmer here appeaLs 00 memory. On this' mattel' 
alsc Dr. Farmer'lS mem'oil'Y i,s quLte 'keen and retentive. He 'is &0 sure o,f hits 
g'l"OI\lnd ,that hoe IIlPpeail!so to the meIIlJOO'oies 'olf the mE!IID.Jbers 'Of :the Committee, 1I.l:\d, 
'bhe meIIl!OTte's of the COIIIl!IIltittee 'CO'Il,sentting, Dr. Fa-r.mer sa:y!s': "Mr. M'aT's:ha:lo1 
stated 'as oh'is own 'pel'!sonal ·conviction that lhe ibeHevedl in a .member,ship re
'strimed to IblllptiZoeid IbeLieiV'er,s." 

it dis ineonceiva'b[e that one ilDa'king S'IlOO a poaiti.v,e ,s,tatement aos Dr. 
Fa.rmer .makE's, in ,sooh circums'tance,s 'and, o,n 's'llcll .a isu'bject, s,houId be milfo 
taken. l\'[ooTeov-er, that Dr. F~ 'WaS noot misrtak'en ,but related {'Inly plain 
fact, ,~s oonfil'llDJe'd' ,by Dr. John l\'[.acNel.III. wlhen, dlo.llowing Dr. Farmer'e sttate
m'ent, ihe :said: 

"I 'l'emJemlber I i1'~e;rr.eid: 'es'peICia;11y Ito tha.t and asJred Mm especlally 
If, finldin.g lhiiIDISlelif 'heroe in -canad;a,-,of co'lll'lSe we know m'any of the Eng-
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dish eb.;u.rlcih.es are (l'pen mEmllbell"slhoilp--itf, in spite of the fact that that 
·o;btain·ed. in the OM Land" ill'e 'WOU,ldl ibe oflh.'!JiN'ughly in acoo·rd, w,loth oW' 
po·sttwn. He IS<a:id aJbSlOlulte'l3' ill'a 'WIO'UD.d, .and that was his own conviction • 
.s00 'Dhat 'SihowM, not Ibe held. ag.ain.st ,him." 

'Dhws Iboth Ilf. Farmer 'and, Dr. Ma'cNei,H Iposit1v'eJ;y affirm that Mr. Mar:.s'hal!l 
sa.id .It 'WIllS 'hils'. O'WIl 'pers-D'naL convd:c.fJ;on th'a.t Clh'lLl"'ch membership shouLd ,be 
restricted to 'b.a!ptized, Ibe11'avenl. 

'l'he inte'l"v.f.ew I'EIf'e.I"Il"ed :tlO'!by Dr. F1a!r:m.er and Dr. Ma.cNeiLI took !pla.ce about 
tile end oC JUIlJa o'r 1n J'!lI1y. We -kIlO'W' ,this If'rom' the fol,lowing .a,u'd'itional state
ment DIf Dr. Farmer: 

"I ,h:av'e been ,try,ing honestly to() WOil'k on the. !ba.sis' of the c;ha'rter, and 
wen tlLi,SI thiIljg W'aS' in d·ts cri'sds' '~n JI\lJl,y, aIlJd I 'had IDO m·ak>e up my IlIllind 
a& iDo Imy ,ructiOIIJ., I dla.ced· Ibhe tlhin,g: th,an, lbef.ore God aoo in my .own loOom, 
and I sa.1d ,flo ~elt: AiS an iIlonest man and as a Baptist Christian lIJ.lan, 
I ocann'ot ,tu!l"n 'diowIn. a man Uk'll :tb.a.t whose· spir.i.t 'is so fine and willo s.o 
eXl\lllts in the gIl'Iace of· ,th'll, Lore, Je'siUlS 'CUmist. Aoo· I took my Sltwnd, and 
I am 'gloing ,to .s,tand illy dlt." 

AIlJd n:o'W, OlVer Blgain'st oflh.'e Iplain and, ,posi'tive statement of DrB. F®rmer 
aIlJd Ma'cNiaillil of will'a.t Mr. Mamhal'l 6'lI.i'd: ion Jrune o()Il" July, we have oh'e wri.tten 
.WIQIl".d, -of the Ba'lIl!e Mr. MarsillaLl 'chuted OcOOiber 3Lat, 1924-1'6SS' than ·nIne months 
earlier: 

"TO REGARD BAPTISM AS ESSENTIAL to salvation 
OR EVEN TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH IS TO ASCRIBE TO THE BAPTISMAL RITE A 
CRUCIAL 'IMPORTANCE FOR WHICH THERE IS NO 
WARRANT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, OR IN ANY 
TRULY SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION OF THE GOSPEL, 
OR IN COMMON SENSE." 

'Dh'ere'fme W'll lhave aiboolute iP'OO~ ·j;,hrut Mr. Ma.rsihaH declare·d un-del" hIs 
own name au. The Baptist Times ana' Freerrwn, London, .oct()lber 31st, 19'24, tha.t 
tn,er.e 'W'IlIS "no v.nar.rant in thE' New .·rE·stwment, or in any truly s,piritU'a.l intel"
'l'r .. tation of the go,;,·pe'l" ()''l" !in eomml()on sense" fa:" wha..t Drs. lllarimler and Mac-
1I1'eill Illolf!itivE'ly 8JS'sert Mil". MlM'ISha;1-l dec1'ared 11) be his Ipersonal. conv.iction Jess 
than nine ru'Jnth·s later. 

WHAT IS THE ·EXPLANATION? 
Wih3lt ar·a Wla ,flo, lIIl'ake. IQJf It'h·iSI? That one two statements can,nOt IPO's,sJibry 

\be .reeoo'cUed' 1-81 iIlJd1.slPwt·wbl!e. Lf 1SIO'ID.·eou.e shloruld s·uggest ohat the new Pro
fes,s,OIl" 'ooangedi ~LSI mind IboeltWleen' Ocooiber, 1924, and Jwly" 1925., 'Win. so,meone 
,eXiplain' hoIw ~ts mindl ~ ,Clhang·edl lBo, gu-ea.t!ly that ,th3lt wh~cih. i,n -Jruly ·.t he 
stwted 'W18.S 'Ms 'Personal ,convi'cti(ln, 'l'9ss· ,1Jhan nin'll montlhs befOil'e 'he l"Ii.'diculed 
as ihalvin,g iIlO 'WIILil"Il"ant ·even in common sense,? ]jf true: new Prolessoll" is Iv.) un
IBItaJbloe that h~s min'di ilS' IcoIllV'eniently mad'a! !\lip :for him !by the exLg,e-neie!s of the 
haul!", ille has DID 'fi:tn'eS6 ,to be Ithe in;so"lu!ooDll' ~ Y'ORlD!g' ,prewclrerSl; IMl:d iIf we are 
iIlO'l"!ced ,00 accept :tJh·e o()J1Jher a1'ter.native, thait h.e lPIl"of,e.ssed· wihat ,he l"eaJ:ly <lid 
not ibeJij.eV'ei, dt needs no 8Il".g1\lilIl,ent to !Pl",ove thait web. an o,ne has IlJ() 'proper pla,ce 
as a lta·a.cber In a CihrisUan' ool,Dege. 

. We call on Dr, Farmer and Dr. MacNem as men ,of truth and honour to 
give the Convention some explanation of Professor Marsha"'s flat contradic~ 
tion of what they said in his behalf. 

PROFESSOR MARSHALL'S STATEMENT" 
'P.rodleiss'OO' M8Il"sihai'}, in the pamphlet Ibe~re us', al"'g!U'e.s bhat :he was' Idi.scrus·!I:

iDJg ibapUsmBll rElig'enel'l8;tion; and, after q'1l()lting :fu"IOIlDI ihds article, ,sa,ys: 

"Ba!ptllSbs Il'iglh.tly h'D,ld· that to ip8JS1i!I thr01llg1h the waterSi oIf ,be'lievers' 
1b8lptjsm aJfter 1C0nve!l"lSion: .i~ to ,pwt o()IIJ.,e/lIellf ,compl:eteliy into 1dne wilth -till'll 
teachdng olf ,the New Tes,tam'en,t and' ·WJi,flh wpostoUc ,pra.ctice, ',but they do 
not unchurch those mem.bers of other Christian communions who hlave 

i 
I 
I 

\. 

i 
I 

\ 
.~ 

J 



Jan. ?, 19a6. THE GOSPEL WiTNESS • (fJ8i9) . 9 

not been ~aptized. That illlIeans .that ·Baptists do not ·regard ·ba.ptli&m !Ut 
estSen.ti8il ·to memIbeI'lSh1Jp of .the Ohristian Ohiua'.c:h~theCh'l1ll"ch. Uni.v9l"8llllL 
--6'V19Jl .though :tJhey ·illJs1&t IOIr .Immersion as a ·oollld.~tion of &dmd.ttaDice 
dllJto tlhe Baptist section of ltib,e 'Christian Oh:ulr,ch;" (The ·9D11p!l8lS'ie is 
Pl'IOIfeMOIl" M8lr.sb.aJ/l's). 

'I,t ilS ·to lbe oO·bs·e·rve'li" .th·erefo!l'e ·that Prod:esso:r Maros'hall:L teLLs' 'Us t".Ih6it. Iby 
"Ohrl'Sltian OholN'ch"· in' :tJhe q,UIO!taJto1on 'WIe ma-d'e from Ms 'lllrtic.1Je ;priion'ted in 
En'gaaollld., he did· IIJOt Dliean tlhe !JOIca:l· !body of ,be1dever.so, but the Ibody 10if ·OhirI.s
tiaDis as a' WIhole,-"the Ohuro'h. Universal"; and th·en -say,s that Ba:pUsts' do 
"ins'lst IOn il:mJmiers:ion as' a oeondiltion oQIf admittance into :the BwpUSIt 'section o·t 
the Christian Church." On page 28 of :thds issue we pr.int the enUre article 
from Wlhich Wle quoted, 'so Ithat I()~r r'ea!diel'lS .may 1l'9IiId! it :Ilo.r othemselJVas. T·h!s 
a.T:ti,cJe iIlu liJeen in. ItYlpe reaidlf dlor d·n'seIl"ition illl ·the W!!tneSIS ifor four ,,,,'eeb', and 
ihas lbeen· held over 'oo·Ly iIlOir want O!f ISipac.e. 

We now; !pl"Oceedi to examnne Mr. Mar.shaWIS' defence on this ·mllltt.e.r O!f open 
memibeil"Slh.iop, ,bI\lJt ,before ·eD.minin,g. the arti'01e 'm qu.eeti'lJlIl, ,~et us go ib8,lc]{, to 
M~. Mars.haH's speech i·n Hami!Lto·n·, when he disOUiS'~ed' th'e que·st·iIOn of olpen 
memibel'lShiIP : 

''I notice Ithflit M-r. RiOlbel"bson sneers at ,the mot ,that I was' :the min· 
ister of a church at Princess' Gate, lAver-pool, Wlhere the membersh,i·p was 
open. We!Jl J.et IJllIe my, Wlhy I!!hI()'U~d ,that ibe cast a's' a slu.r on iIJlIe? That 
church was made an open church in the yeal" 1909 by the free will of 
the whrole church in a church meeting. What has that got to do with/ 
Mr. Robertson? What has that got to do with you? Is not the Individual 
Baptist church a cOmmonwealth with the right to manage Its own affa·irs? 
(HeM, hear). That Is J.~berty .• I :"MIJS IIIJOIt reSiPOnslible ~r dt. I went there 
in 1911 a.nd alJI I 'WIiiLl 'say :IJS tlhf.s, tblat I think. 'I .am Il'\ig.b;t Wlhen I 'say .t;haIt 
I ddd not receiv,e in:to tlb.at 'Chu.r,ch, at am·yo ·rate IOn'e y'Oung '!leMOn, wtho 
:did ll'Ot :pa;ss tihl'lOUgh the !W'ater.fll of IbaJptilSiIIl. 

"In the 6econd' 'Letter the ql\l'8stion of open m-embers:hoip -is oratsed; 
and iIle eXlpreSlSle's 'Ms dlOllL'btts 'Wbether :tlhe o'h'lJrIch.·in Coven·tr.y !h.·ad O\P6n 
1IIl'6lDllberSihip or noOt. I lcan an,s-wer lbdm lSItraigohit away. It ihad open; memo- . 
bership. That Is an .affair of Queen'. Road. They decided It and had the 
right to decide It. It doesn't matter to me or to you. .Agailn let me say.! 
du.riDJg .my mdnisltry ,in OoveDitry' I Ihav·e ,not received any: pe.r.son: inlto· the 
ochu.rehi 'WIi·thoo,ut IpaSlStng tllhorouiglh the Wlatem tOIf! lbeJ:ietver"s liJ8!ptism. I 
ih4Lve ibeen 'absoOllutel-y ~o.yal to' Ba.!ptitst Ipr.lnC'i!pl'6ls an the ",",ay throwgih." 

(The emphaStis' in the foregoing (}uotatoion ·is ours.) 

Lt WlilL 'he (,lbser:vedJ :that M:r. Mar,SihaIID doe·s' IlJO't tdi:scutS'SI it·he ql\l,e.sotion· of o,pen 
.m6lDllberslhiIP .t.ooan a 'scrhpbulral :point oQIf view: the a.BiSI\lm>es .. th8it it is' a matter 
whd-ch can Ibe seWed! iby a vote of the Ich'll!l"c'h, and d'oolaTes ,tlhat it d'El n'O at'la.i1' 
0If 1hil'6, o.r 'Of anylbodY el:eeI'is,-"They decided .it and Ihad ItJhe rilgM to fl'eC'ide ·Lt. 
It doesn't· matter to me 0-1" to YKJIU .• " ,Su.r·eloy tite!l'e is no. ISlUgges-tion ihere tihat 
Mil". Mar:sih'81JoL obeLiEllVedi ltJhat there _ anoy iI!ICIl'iptu1"8.l :rea.son '8!ta.nd:iong in :tJhe 
'Way 0If a c·lrull'ch's decisioOn not to requil'le ib:wpt'Lsm as a -condl1tion IO!f m·em:ber
ski.p; and,,' 8iClCoil"d1ng to Mir. MarSlhiallflS own statement, with ·ey.es· wilde lOIPen, 
ihoe accepted! the lPIIiS'bOIl"alte Of .two o'hul'Icihes 'WihIc.b. 1h4ld, .by vote, !Set 8Is:ide wlha.t 
we are now asked to 'believ·e MT. Marshall a.c-cepts as a .Slori'lJlturaI .requirem'9D.t. 
IIf the' 'Chureh has a rlglh.t to set asid'e Ibaptism 8iS <IIi :term. 'OIf member.S'b,~p, !Why 
·has it not an equall ,right ito ocihang>e immeTlSion Ito 'IlIPl'in'k:l'LDJg, oc to do away wilth 
roth? But Mr. Ma!I'sh'alJli ill&Ys in respect to a IClhlL~-cIh!'i& decls'ion· to adlmit IP9r
sone to .its memlbersihip 'W'ithmlt 1b·8.!PU,sm,-"It dioesn',t matter to me or to you." 

Let !\IJS' now OOIIIle to the ~cle .ftl:seU. :mo.r tlhe sake of acClUil"1IICY Wle have 
had the iprinter :put a,n exa-ctlly !simila.r ihewdilllog: IOIl: Mr. M,a'l'lSlhaJ.l!'s 8,Il'Iticle as 
tha.t 'WIhIcll 1t lboTie in ·tlhe EngLtSIh llJIIa)er. It w·nl t:b.n1os. !be seen Ith'BIt the al'lticle 
WillS antended 00 disc'llti, '·'Bruptl:sts and 'CIh)ll'loh M6lDlbe.1'IsthlJp." 

We come Dow ,to. the words we have already frequently qU'oted,: "To rega'rd 
'ba'ptism 8iS e,ssoenttial to ·~tlon lOr even Ito memben!lhip ·tn the Ohristian 
Ohurch Is ·to asCll"tbe to the ibaptLB4IIIa'L rite," ,etc. Here are tWiO: .m'attel'lS r~Tred 
to: sa.llVllitliQID. de one, membenshof;p in .Ithe G:hrtstLan ·CihWClh is -amoth'er. If Mt1'. . \ 
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Mal'lSha.ll:l, 'WIhen 'hiE! :u:se·SI ;the ':term "Christian Ohureh" :has in mind ",the C'h'lI!"Cih 
Un.iversal/' my does he difiel"tantla.te 'between "salv8lti=on,'H and "membership 
in tJhe Chri.stian OhurClhf',?, DoeSl he m·ean to say thet ·s{)me BaV,ed lPeorple may 
be 'Outside "the Church Universal"? Or, on the other hand does :he Imtply 
that anyone can hoM member.shi,p in ",the Ohiureh UniV'emal" who d.s ,not 'Slaved!? 
F1u;rtJh'er, 'doe's not this Jan'!!I\lage ·sugg·est 'bhat the terDllts 'Of m,am'bership in the 
Christian Churoh are s'oonetJholng It8t&il than :that WthiCth its "eSlBentia:1 ·to saLva
tion"? Here are Ms w.ords: "To regard 'baptism as essential to salvatiolll 'Or 
even t'O mem,bersh1>p in th·e ·Cthr-istian Church is t'O ascribe," etc. On'ce more: 
If Mr. Marshalil was dia'C'Il!ssing ,ba.ptismal regeneration, IllS suoh, 'Without rerer
ence to baptism aSl a -term 'Of membemhip in the local Church, why dJd he head 
th. artieJ.e, "BaptioSlIIll and 'CthurCth Memlbenh&p"? Do'es ,he u'k 'UlS' tto Ibeldeve 

~~d:~:~~,~~::;!ea ::r~i:tw~ :~~::c~o~:nier::1f r!~~~~=; 
in "the Oh«ch Universal"? 

F'u!r.tb.ermore: an axaminatLo'n 'OIf: tIlhe arUcle its·elf sthoWlS what 'he means,
"On tthe 'PO'sitive sdde we ;ho1Jd tha>t lIifte·r conversion ,baptism (using the word 
in i,ta etymologicall ISeI1JSIe, ,!.mmemi!on) fSl a il"eai means of g.race,"--then ,he 
/proceeds too discuss chu.rch m8lIlltbeM'htitp,---Ibtut memlber.shitp" in 'WIhoat chul'Cth, 
"tIlle Clb.u.re'h Univ,e.r.s'aL" O'l" t!he 10!Ca1 c:hu'l'ch? Let' us !hea·r Wth8lt :he tStaYlSl:
"Leaving O'Ilt atf acOO'llnt ,the rilClh spiritual ,sY\IIllboUsm of ba.ptism; we h'Ol'Iit othat 
the IbruptdlStlDAl rite haSl 'gII"e&t .pra'c,tica'l, v·slue, The ·convert who wi'8lh·es to !be 
baptized. as an aCtt of !piety to Oh·rist, and an 81C't of· loyaDty tOo Chorlst"in BlIll:all 
things, Is ,bo.un'd Ito d'erdve lSPiritual ibles'sing from it.N What does the mean 
Iby sayIng ·tIlla.t Iba·pttistID. liS '''an oot of loyoalty 00 Christ in ,sma:1L ·things"? Lg 
bBIPtLsm one of the "·smSill" things? Wih'en Ctb..riSlt ,has, !given ,but two ordin
ances, shaH we !Cal[ either t()Ifi :them a matt.er of IS'lD.8.li importance? . 

But lheIar Mr. Mal"tlii1lla.'lt f'll!l"ther: ·',Again, a yrnWh Wtho o·n joining. .the "Ohiureh 
is !ptU/bMcly i=.atrsed~'-jo.in'SI Wthat oeh'urch? Ls it ",thoe Ohu~h UniveI'lSal," qr 
£s ilt nolW th'e local oourc!h-"ln tthe ·pt'e·sen'ce of many of his friends a,ndt asso,ci
'a:teil-is' bound to thlink fa:r IlI1JOre serlousaoy about .th'e ·iD1!P1ieations or Cthu'l'ch 
memlbeI1sMp and ChrLsMan td,isdplelSthip than oone 'W\b.1Q enters th'a IChUT'C'h iby 
a S01'tt of !back dooll", and m'erely recedves tIlle rlgth,t hand of relloWlSthip at a 
oommun'io·n tSeI'lVice." 'Sure'ly tth,atre 'can 'be no ques,tton ,thtat Mr. Ma1"shaJ1l lis 
d!i6lC1lssing 'JI1JeIIIlIbeJ'tShitp ·ion the .!toea·} 'church. Lt is ,true that :il!e ·repuddates the 
doctrine of Ibaptls,mal regeneration;' !but, ·hruvlng. doOne ISO, his laIllguage cer
tainl'Y' goee further whe·n he ,says., ''To regard ,baptiSlDl as as,s'ential to salva-

"tion Oil" eve·n to mem.ibeMihJ,p in ,thia ·Cthris-t.ian Churoh is t'O ailtCr.l'be to tthe ,baJp
tlsmal trite a crucial imipOtl'tance ~ Wlhioc.h there is no. watTant in the New 
Testament, O'l" in anY' ttr:wly, Slpirltua'l dn'te'r!pl'6tatioon tOIt the Gospel, or in OOIIIlIIIlOn 
Slan,Be." 

Now Mr. Mal'Bh'lliI'L teUs .us otJhatt ,he Wo3lS dds'C'Il!slSling ''IlmIIIleM-ion as a oon'IJ..i
tion of admittance ,inoo 'the Baptist BecU-on or ·the Ohl"istian QhlUrCth"? If that 
WI8AI 'WIh.a.t M.r. M8.'l'shalL meant when he WIl'O'te ibIs article, 'WIhy did the !head it, 
"Ba.ptists amd Ch'lLl'chi M·eII1lbe'l"Slhip"? Wia are now asked, to lbelieve ·that thiE! 
a.rtIcle 'WIlliS w.ri:tten· to d1>Slc.UtS:s immel'sion as a (It()'Ilddti'on of adanis,s.ion into ",the 
Bwptis,t section of the C~ll'Iistian Churcih,'" F.ran.ktl;y, woe do not believe fOIl" 'a 
moment ttha.t Mr. Marshall had any ;!pu"ch idea ·in m·in·d when wrl'tiIlJg for Eng
Ush Ba.ptilSlts, 'WIho a.Imost invariably Iptra·ctLca open memlbeMihitp. 

Mil". Mal'S'hall Iptrooeed,s to say th8lt the article tto ~tCth we Ihave tTerer.red 'was 
based u'ptOn a se'l"mlOn· whi'ch ,he had. ad.'d·re'S1sed' ·to !hIs own m'O·rnilllg OOllJgrega
tion. Els'awihere we repr:iIllt 1Ihe 'sermQn t'O which Mr. M·al"lllhaU rerers. We 
th'ave tprinoted· io1 1b8lflOO"e, lbut 'W'e think it weU, ,to .in'c!lude it in tMB is·SlUe. We 
ask our reaJders 00 ~ead .th'8 eeNll'oJ!, eaJ:elluLly, allld, Oibserv,e mather I,t Il"ElIPre
senta the ibaptioB'.Dll8iI :positlton as Canadian Baptists '1ltlJd·e~stand it. 

Pl"OIf. 'Marshall! prints a letter in au:t.ogr.a.oph ~rm. !he 'has received from' the 
Rev. W. M. Roiber:tson o;f LltverpooL •. W:a rCtOiIl'feslS rwe al'e at 'ptresent at a l~ 
to 'lWde,rstaoo the ,letter.· BUtt wlthoU®it Prof. Mar.ShaL1 and othere ,have tried 
to· mak!e him SIO, Mr'. ROibertson hag. neVer Ibeen an lissIUe in thd,s oontrov.ersy; 
and since hioSl letters ·have nQ value in Prof. Mal'Slhalt·s eytes, we shall endeavonr 
tQ l,at 'patience have her ipetl"foot work unUl we ,hear more kom. Mr. Robertson. 

'MoeanWthlle we 'WIOlldter whetiher ~.0If. MamhaJ·l is eorreCtt in a.BSlUmdng that 

, I 
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Mr. Ro:berts!On refem to the a.r.tic1'E!IS 'Ilndier c.r1tlcis-m? At aU even.t·s ·'his lette.r 
d,ated. September 118, 19'25, refers to "a recent number ·of The Baptist Ti·mes,". 
whereas the articJe ·w:e 'have ICl':iti'cis'ed wppearedl OcOOlber 31st .. 192.4 •. 

Concerning the ·Creation. 
We come norw· to the 8&l:;t\I911' 'of M~. M!Il.l"S.hal'l'!B ipalIILphlet iheadled, ",Oon· 

eer·ning tib.e Creati·on," in 'Which 'he RYS: . . 
"Dr. ,SJ1del'CltSl q'll{),tes ·the ft}~lowing. lIIenten'CIe !from my !Berm'on: 

'We OOlld.,· !for i.nstan·ce, tlhat ·,theCh'l"·1&tian· d.fsci·pIe is ''f<ree w 
ad.olpt .the Hebrew ,tT3Jd-ition abO'1lt the ·cr.eaUon f,f it Isatis,1J:es ·him 
OJ" 1ihe ilieachin·g: on ,tJha.t s'Illbdect olf modem ,Science.' . 

. He ilihen d·ecla-res ,that ltJh,is Is inc:ollJS.istent W'i:1lh the deC'Laration of 
my lbeHef in the in'S1piratio!ll: an·d g.enera1 IhWst{)riclty of ,the 11-rst Icha.pter 
of Genesis'. 

. In dealing wdoth :lJhe Ib-tblicam aC'OO'Ilnt of the OreatilOn we have ·to ·dis· 
tinguish between two things, viz (a) the real meaning and message of 
the chaptJe·r, and (b) the Hebrew tradition based upon an absolutely' 
literal interpretation of the chapter. .A:s alJ ca·refu,}o readel\S -of :the Ne'wI 
T€IS>ta)J:nent aore ·reware, C'h'l'i'st dTew a dtstinc.tion Ibetween thoe 'Law' (i.e., 
·the Text of ,the OLd, TeSitamenif.) an,d tihe 'Tmd;jif.ion' (1.,e., the omcia~ in· 
Itoerp,retation of the Law.) 'See Ifor eXamlPl'El Matthew. 1,5:1·9." 

Continuing Prof. Marshall's Statement. 
We ,com'e ,b3Jck nm'l" il!OIl"'a momerut oto· ·the opening of Mr. M·arsha'i'l's Istate

ment in 'Wlhi·ch ihe relfel'lS to the questi'On olf open member.s.h!,p, and ·c:ha-rges 
UlS with ta:kinog ihis 'WI01l"ILs 0'IlIt '01fj ,their ipropar !s.E!ltting. Th·iJs!he ,diOaoB in the !ol· 
lowin·g !Word,s: 

"Dr. IShieads lCar·efuUy W!illhholdis f,rOIID.J ·MS! ~eaders the eonte~t of th-e 
allJO'I"e 'pas.sage, dlor the simJple 'reason otJb)wt th'ElI oo·ntext is fata1 '00 :tJh.a in· 
tel"Pl"eiliation, or mtih,e'l" Ibhe mls.fnter.pretatio'n, that ,he 'pu:ts upon it." 

The Hebrew Tradition. 
By iflhe -chang,ing of one nlLIllle we v;anture to quote thilS :p&r3Jgrap'h agaiDJ8'l; 

Profesos'OI1" Mars!hal~ hi!IlllseIf in ;r·espect to. Ihis quotation If.rom hiS! ,seranon aibO'llt 
''The Hebrew tradition," and say !Mr. !Marshall carefully withholds from his 
l'ElIader.s the con,t~t 'Of ilie aJbov,a pas,sage for ifJhe lSi1ll1Ple ;reaJSOn .that the text ds 
fatal to the interopretation, or rather the misinte.I'lPre-tation,. that ihe !puts 'IlIpon 
it. Let us give the oo·nteXit: . 

"Some of our people. are theologically the narrowest of the narrow, while 
others are the broadest of the broad, but all are one in personal loyalty and 
devotion to Christ. We hold, for instance, that the Christian disciple is free 
to adopt the Hebrew tradition allout the creation if it satisfies him, or the 
teaching on that subject of modern science. He Is free to Interpret the 
Scriptures by any method which commends Itself to his judgment as true
he can follow the so-called orthodox method or the method pursued by modern 
scholarship. We are not in any way bound by the traditions of the past, but 
are perfectly free to welcome all light and truth from whatsoever quarter 
they come, in the sure confidence that all light Is God's light and all. truth 'Is 
God's truth. Living in personal loyalty to Christ, we have .at the same time 
open minds for all new truth which God vouchsafes to reveal to mankind' 
through any channel." 

Prof. Marshall Explains? 
M'l". Ma·rshal·l in his IStatement endeavours to eXIPliain' 'Wlhat Ihe mean,t Iby 

"'l'he Hebr.ew tmdiition" in the following WIOoOOis: 

"According, to iflhe He,bt"ew .tradition., the Creation was coIlllPleted 
in· six days, ol'ld.fIiary sdl'lld" days, begi·nnin'g, so to spea:k, on. ,Sundwy morn
ing and, rea.chdng COIDLp1etion on ~y., nigiht.· It ·Is thie coD.ICE}Ption or 
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. .tIb:eOreati~n-,creatiOOl 0UIt ~ lltO,thing in six ordlinary SO'lti.r dayt&---lt!hatt 
no 'longer aJPipears tenabl'8 eitib.er in ·the. ·1lg\b4; of scl.enltUlc· investigation 
or 0If the .true tprinelJples ()tf BiIbJ~ca[ 1·ntel'lpretaJtion. There is a ~ 
mass' 'of evidence 81g111.inlSlt the He:brew ItraJd~,t».on of Cl'aation i.n s.l.x dJaya.. 
As a <lOiflCeSISion .to thitS dea:r w:itneslSl !Of' 's'cienee, ev,an ItIhe mos:t eonserva· 
Uv:e and orthodox intenpreters of SeritpltJutre de.cJ.al'le that tIh~ term 'dial" 
in' Genesds I: must Ibe regarded as signi!fy.ing an ·age (e.g., Scolleld). This 
iis a -depa.il'tu.re ~ Hebrew tradition, and! In ·harmony 'W'ilth ,tJh,e teaIch· 
ing of modern. science.' J.t.is a'!"eeog:nition or .tble ifa'ct ·00' whitch ~ 8lPP6&led 
in tIIlIY saNnon-that 'the Chrletian d1s'cip1e ·itS not bound! to Mopt :bhe 
Helbrew ,tI'8.ddt·jon tOt cr,eation in sdx daytS, .any ·mo·re than iIle ·Isl ~()IU·nd 
to IbeHeve ·that .the earth is flat ibecause ttlbiat '\VIaS .the generaJl ibelief of 
the an·clants, or that the earth is the hU!b of ;the univ-&l'ISIe .be'cau-se the 
ancienlts ,oo1ieved ·that tfJoo. Peo~le willa do not ifee.l! llheiT tSense .olf trust 
in anY way ch:aJlenged by the Idea of creatIon in· s,ix days mayas' well 
!be left :n-n-dliSttur:be,d. But for a. Ohrletian miD.ILster ito. demand of a. .youmg 
'blologist, for examtpile, that iIle must accept .the Helbrew tl"Bld,jtion 0If 
cr·eatfon In 'six days IllS a conditiolll of aJdml:tltan()e '00 the :Church, iJS tanta
mO'llnt to ·a demand that ·he ,s'hould .suppress his sense of truth andl sti1l.e 
·'the 'W'ltness .of has< eooscien'Ce on enterIng 'tibe Chlllroh Olt lCiIlriS't. Hence 
the remark,. 'lthe CiIlrdSttlan, d~iSlCltple is free to adlOpt the Hebrew ·tmdd.tlon 
aJbout the erea.tion. If it satisfieS' 'him o.r the teachIng on 'that ,sUlbjeet of 
modern ·Sclf!'IOOe'.''' 

· ". Let the readed" carefull'Y ·peruse Mr. Mars'ha1l!'s sermon. Would anyone 
.- fo;!" a .mo.me]lJt suppo,se that any su'Ch mean.ing was intended .by M·r. Marshall's 
· W'Ords? He sets "The Helbrew kadition" 'over against ";the teaching on ;that 
.. siIbje'ct of mod·ern science". Now he telbil us that 'he meant the Helbrew In· 

terpretation of t·he Genesis aCC<JIUnt o·f creation, whIch was to the- ,effed that 
''Ute worldw&s cr~ated.·!iii..· sIx d'a'Y's. WUl Mr. Marshall give UBI M's authority 
for thIs' alleged Hebrew ·tIrad·ition? Every student of Scripture kno.WlS that 

· ... the aCtuitl text o.f. ·the 01'd. Testament was almost ,buried at some pointl:tSi ,ben-eath 
certain ·trllid·ltJiIons .. But what Is .Mr. MarBihall's au.thority for saying that ft 

· .W8J!I a Hebrew ·trad.ition that the world was created! in six d'ay·s? And f.f, 
indeed, . 'he' .. meant. by ·the Hebrew tradition the Hebrew a'llterpretation of 
GenesiJS,' I, why, in tbe ~e of common sense, did ·he not .say so? T·he reason 
f.or -Ms n·ot saying so' wj.lJl. be perfectly OibvIo.us If the context is examined. 
His next sentence is: ."He.1s f·r·ee to. Interrpret the S'Criptures 'by any metho.d 
whi~h .000m:~n~ls ~tseU to" his jud·gm!!nt as true--.b.e 'Can foUOW' the so-caned 
'o.rthOdox method or .. the methodl 'pursued by modern s,cholarSlhip." Here is 
an·oth~r antitIi·~tiCIJ.I: statement,. and the "s.o-caJ'led orthodo.X method" is set 
over against' "th'a: m.ethod purtS>uoo 'by modern ·scholarship." We ibeUeve that 
oomment . on' this matte·r is al·most BU·perfluouBt. OeTitaln·ly ·he !im.plicitly repudI· 
ate.s tlie ;'so...cailied ortho.dox mlethod" BIB. 'being no.t orthodox at all, lbut only 
"so:.(l81iedl", . and' .. implles .iIiat such methods are IrreooncBable w·ith "modern 

·.acb.Oianhip/'.. To ~sk an'Y' r.eason·a:ble person to bealeve th'at all this was 
written to. ,make it clear 'that Baptists, we·re not n-ecessarHy Ishut up t() an 
·interpr!iitatio.!l. 'of .the. 'Ser.i.ptnues ma;klngi ,the ,six day,s of the ereatio;n sIx solar 
~Yl!.,· iti~volves.,. a. 'l!~io":loS . reflection· .upon . average Canad·laD. BaptJist intel[logence. 

On .pag~ 9 of it·his .pa.m,p;hlet unde·r ;the ,heading., ":Con'earning other charges," 
M.r. MarSha!tl·.·sa~.s: . I • 

.. ' ".other oharr.gaosi ·ha·ve Ibeen 'brO!llIg'!ht a·gaintSlt me to the effect that I 
.do not :beJieve In ·tib,a atoning efficacy of ;the death· of Ohrist or In· man's 
. heIiP1.sssnes·s apart .fr.om :J;>ivine Grace or in :the. needl of Il"egeneratlon . 
. '. . .T.!;J.ese., :BtUJgg'estions- al'le utterJ.y IIln·tru·e. I do !beHave 1lliat the death 
. of ·Ob.dst itS lfundlam.·en·ta.l in N8W T·estllJID.ent teaching as e1fecting .reClOn· 
ciHation an·d ma.king ;llOssi-b1e ;the for·giveneels of .sin·s and tha.t lll·eUevers 
are un-Ited 'With Him in His deatJh· and il"eStwction., Ibe·ing justified, Iby 
lfaltl1 ~nd regenerated' 'by tJhe "Holy .SpiT'lt. ~y glmce have yeo ibeen uved 
thr.ough faith; and tlba.t not of yourselves; i·t is the ·.gift of God: DlDt of 
WIOIikJs, tha·t no m.an should! grory. FoIl" we are .his wwkma.nshlp, created 
in OhriBt Jesus· for good workis.' 

" 
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Whi'le. I most firmiy holrlt"---'wha:t"is clearly·.iIDJpltied 'in tbe tea.oblJig of 
. Ohrist-tb'lIIt . 

'Down in tbe human hea.1'it, Cl'IllShed by ·the tempter 
FeeHngs 'lie ·buTiedl tbat g.race can' reS'tmte,' 

Yet I hold' just as :firmly that nDt .by na.tUT'al development, but only 
'by the o,pe,ra.til()n of ItIhe Ho};y ,Spirit can there Ibe ,ibl'lOugnt .a!bo1rt theA: 
n,aoce&Sa1'Y s:pkitJual oh!&nge 'Wbdcib. is cal:led, ;fJbe .. new Ibirth .and wbicb 
,makes 11m .fi'~ for the -in1berltance of ,tbe sainlst In lIgql,t. 

Wbdle I seek Iby freSib 'ph,rasing".to llliI.,ke tlhe ,Gospel message clear even 
to tbose 'WIho. ha.ve DO 'lInd'el"Slta:nddng, of -0tU!r iflheolog~'C8.L .termoino1())g'y, I 
desi,re flO say tbat I have no reserves in accepting Scripture teachIng. I 
wd.sb 8il:so ,to !Say in' a'Ll Ih;umdUty that m'Y' O'WD eJl!l)6lien,ce'bas made·~ 

. to me tbe tmlf:lb. o.f, SlUlCh great ,passages 8& .tib.e, following: I. Pet. 1:18;19; 
L Cor. 1,5: 14; 001. 12: 1'3, 1'4; ,Rom. 3: ~~2S; I. John 4: .1G. . , 

iNotbing could .give the edli>tor of The GospeZ Witness greater ,pleaSoUre ,than 
'to dlsoo:ver that ProfeS'SOl" Mambam .stands true >to the gJl",eat principles here 
eIllUnc!.a.ted. But 'we .trankil'Y :say that 'We ·are a.mazed' at lthi'1'P ,sta,tement. We 
have Iliad, ,tbe .QIPportu:n:ity of rea'Cl1ng a number or. PrOifes'so,r Mar:sihall's sel'lJIlODS 
on sulbjects .tbat WKml'd na.tura~ly, 'We 'sihoIU'M' ~e; ·leM'.·,bim to'an e~i~ . 
tion 'Of the tr:utb of man's faHen state, and olf bis absoLute dmpotence apai'it from' 
ddv-ine .gnwie. When M~. MarSlhi!i1f:preached in Haimiilooo!J],' o,li "CODidilg. ·to .Ciuri:st;'~ 
wihen again he :preoohed in Fim Avenue', T'Oron,tb; on: "Jesu~ ·i:.iJ.ew.' wJ(l;I.t ''WaS 
-in m'an," h·e ma~ not tlhe il"emctest alius-ion,' it sesm6 to us,. to the neces&i-ty 
of t'he cle'ansing blood'. Now be declares' ibis beMef "'.In man's be}.plel:\sness 
apart from d:ivine grace." But ·what is his concePtion of gr1I.(le? Eisewihere 
In tbIos issue we prin.t tJW10 ,sermoll!S prelllcm>ed' tn Central Ba.ptist ·Cburoh, TIOIr
'Onto, meeting in ·Cas·tile Memo-rial Hal'l, Decem-bel' 2Otb, 1925. TiIl·ere 'is llIi'1l'ch 
In ·both theSie s,enno·ns t-hat is ,true and lbe8JWtiJ6u!1; /but >to us, a.t "}.8II.iSIt, they Me 
H,ke a doctor's IIlrescrt·ption .compounded without tlhe main ingred·ients. Our 
readl8l'1S must judge tbese ,sermo'ns for tihemlSelves.. To us th,ey ax:e 'Jd:ke a non
S'f.oo,p e:x;press. train, bound presumably for glory, but never stopping at tJlle sta
tion wher.e tbe 'POOO" 'Slin,nar live.ll. Tilley are U'ke a l'llXlU'iO'USly. appoi!llted ~,iner, 
an'coorad somewbere 'Off ,ShOiNl 'Wlitlh DO :botat to ,pl.y' lbetween 'ber and the land· 
to take plIISsengers on boardl• None of these'sermDiDl81, 8IO·far IllS we are aJble to 

. judge, ~ecog'nize tbe neces'B'i;ty foil" rE!lP81l1tan'Ce and. faltih· in tbe SIIJ,'bmiflu,tIDnary 
WIOr.k of Ob'lis,t I8B a means of mlva,tion fl'oan ,sin. Ar.e we ·to jbel'ieve tJh.a.t suoo 
'Passages- as M'l". ·Ma.r.sh'alil: quotes, and, veri IPro~erJ,y quotes in this defence of 
-bios, are 'held in reserve f<Mo dl8llen,SIl.Vo3 IPllll'Iposes, and are. no part of ,Ms'. gospel 
wiIl·en ,preacbi·ng to tbe 'P-uiboJdc? In ''his 'P8JIIlIPholet be ISI8.Yi&, "While I ,seek' .by 1Dreeb. 
'pihra,sdng to mama the Gospel meSSl8Jge eliea;r. 8'Ven to tho&e wbo ihave no under
standing of 0'1l'l" tbeoWg~'ca~ ter.m.inI01og.y, I d'e'Si1re' to .say otJhat I ha.ve nG reserves· 
in accepting ISeriptJwre teacbtng." I't i·s an enraOl'ld.inMy thing that Mr. Mar
sihall lSIhould !bave fa;iledJ ,to nLalke h·i,s .meaning dear ,to s.ucb a man a·s Dr .. ,So'."8l"" 
by, 10'1" Re,v. JOIb·n Linoo,n, or R-ElIV. W. J. H. Br.o,wn, a·nd a host o~ otIhers .. When 
Mil". Mal"SlhalI .mad'e ,M,s, d'efen·ce at Ham-Ht'On, why dddl be not quote sucb ·S'Crt..
tures as tIh'ese' on that oOOlllSlion? . Why did! he saY' noOtbing then. to iBd,l·cate 
tbat be 'believed dn the ,blood,? -Wlhy did be conclude his· confessiDn of ·fattb 
wi:tJb. tiIle W01'idIS, "andl eve'l" Hve,tb ·to !be tbe inSIPil'ation' of hill' followers"? .:We 
'mnow ifu·~ weU that we. lSIh·aIl ibe ·cbarged wi,th !oedng 'IlngenerOll'&, but 'We must 
state the fads. :Iii- ~s e,ver ,the way !Of ,tIh,e 'DlIOd:ernist wihen driVoen in-to a corner . 
to pro£eSlS crthodo~. . 

"In' ,this dsswe we IPI'In.t three of Mr. M8Il'IS,lrwlr.s"sermJOns in iful}lo, Let oU'r 
readellS judge wiheltibe,r tbe'1'e is any eugges·tion there .t'h1llt Mr. M8i1'1ShaU ()!Il. or
diinary. ·occa:sions !preacbes· as one wIho lbe1lieves .that. '""without 'Slh;edd~ng of blood 
is .no remissIon." If Mr. iMarshalI rellilly 'believe~ wihat now at last he says he 
doM, ,tlhen we sa.y .tha.t ·he is J.ittle ..mmt of crim.f~lJlJy negl:i,gent :In -sPaa,kIng. 
OJ). so many OCcasdoillS since coming to ·Toronif;o w.it·hout ever'· once' teach,iug 
tbat salvation is througih <the blood o·f. Ohrist. 
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~ . ". ~ . P.ROf'E$SOR"· MARSHALL AND' MODER'NISM. 
By Rev. John Linton, B.A. 

There are oos-ts of'-'Canooda.n BaipUstiJ who ibeUeve that the gll"ea;test :peril 
confronting the eh·urches·· of· ',t)hjs generation. iSl the m·en3ice of ModJarni6lIll. 
Modernism is that 'WIhicoh denies- ·the 8JIltil-ority and, inerrancy of the Woo-d of 
GOa: .. ' Wherevei;' '-it 'Ms been reCeived and. propagated, the church has lost its 
spi.#tual;p~wer, coni"etSi<i*s ~ave ceased, 'worldliness ;)].as come in like a flood, 
anii"·-EiinpfY"pews·i!J.iav:e.'tiJ;i!;en·:tJlie place of a well-fil1ed church. The message of 
~e m-odernist has· navei"weaned' tihe drunkard ifro'In his cups, Il.Qil: the ga.-m!bler 
from- ,his ,;ear-wI.:: 1)u;r· ·Canad·i.an Bapt:lSlt peO!ple know ,that if our pul'pits 'Wer.e 
mann·ed;-:db~_....m-oder,nis.ts,~,>our. ·Denomip.ation· 'w1(),u·Id 'sho'l"tly 'become spirituaUy 
bankwlpt;.:.·lt -iadbecaus&O_'we ·lbelieve -this that our Baptist Convention at Ot
,taJwa. ·.1n ... .t91-9;· ,v:oted;·o.v:61'iWIheilmingl,y 'against ~'oSome new vague v:iew" o·f the 
Scrip1l)lres'~-,it is l>e.cllJlLSe .. ·w.e 'bellev·e tlMs that again in' Lon.dJon, in 1924, the 
Convention ;refused t.o- l:IuiPPOil"t t-he·h-onol\lring of Dr. F8JIlnce, a moderniBlt .. 

And now tohe question is be1n·g raised, as. to .the vheOilogical 'PO's-j·tion of 
Pi"OfeossQi:x..:·:it. Mar,shaH, of McMaster University,. We ";jJ·elie.ve that Mr: Ma;r
shall's' 'a1Jbiil::ilde" :tdWah'i. ModimHsm 'is-: dearly defined 1n a sermon eritIrtled, 
·'Wh.at Ba.pt}"&t,9.',Sta,1;J.d: For;""iir~8iCh:eYd in' Queen',s. Road Church, coventrY.; Ep.g
Ian;d':" We' ·aNi":"n.o.t··~W'ar~· -of .the ii"epEi,ption accoroded. that Is·er-mon;· ,bu;t we a'l"e 
fuUy"Ii>'ersU:adM 'fJHil.t"i"t",C9U!}d··Dot""ilav6_ ibeen Iprea'cl1>a.d. in tliechurcbes of" )ihis 
Convention' wuJiou.t .ril.is.in'g '8'. stOriD: of protel!t. 1'hat 'Part of the serm·on whicll 
-inuica.ies· to . u.s )\k:·'·Ma..r.sliall'·9 iii.ttitude' tm:vard, MOdernism is 3iS. :fIOlil.()w.s: 

, ·'Some :of. our. ,peOlple are th·eologicaJly the ,nalTOlWest of the 'na;rrow, 
'WIhH'e othel's are tihe broadest ()If the Ibl'O,ad, Ibut all are one in' personal 
~oyaUy anod, devotion.,to Christ. We ihoLd, !for ins.tance, that the Christian 

.. disc~pl-e. i6 free to adOtPt the. He.brew tr3idJ.ti-on a:bout the creation if it 
.. "satiSofies .-him, '\lIr ,the .!leaching on that suibject of modern .scien'ce. He LS 

dlree to interpret the Scr-iptures iby any moetihodo wh~c'h commendll! itsellf to 
. ihi'S'. judJ~·ent as true-he can f'oHow the 's'o-caJ1,ted o-rtihod-ox methoo- or 
. the method iPUr-SlUed ·by m.odern ,scholarshlp." 
Let us ma:k!e 8l fa.ir and impartial examination of tMsl !passage: ",Some of 

OUT p'eb,ple are ·theoil:ogicallY the n.arro()IWest of the ',narrow, wihile othJsrs are the 
broadest of :the broa.d, but 'all are one in oper.sonal, loyalty and doevo,tion :to 
Ohri-st." . Mr.' Marsha:lJ~ 'ibelieves 'bhat,-but certainty 0IU:r On,tario and Queibec 
Baptlst&·do,'n·ot·!helieve it. The ",broaidest )Of·the !broad!" incll\l'de'S' every mGd:em
ist who denies the vIrgin birth of Christ, His sU!bs.titutioo·nary death. on the cross, 
His lbodi~y ·rasw'rection·, His 'Perosorial return; yet Mr.. Mar·shaH declares tb.,eee 
men are one with 'Bi'ble~eli6'V~ng' Bapt-ists "in. Ipersonal loyalty and devotion to 
Clhll"ist.'·Tohe Ottaw3.-:Conven-tion did not beHeve that; the London Oonvention 
did n,o"t "1'1el.iev,e that; ·O'1lT·:Ba.ptist 'PeOiple do n'ot ibetieve it to-d'ay, Thus it 'is 
a.pparent that' o·n 'suehi a' tremendously IlIlIportant ql\lestion, ,the views. of Mr. 
Mal"!Shal't are at 'Ili~ber v.ar.f:a.n.ce wIth the 'vieWIS of our Canadian Ba.ptist 'peoople. 

:'O'1l'r Lo,rdo Je~oS . Cih·rts.t s~td, ·~The s.criptu:r,as .cannot Ibe hroken." The:re 
are .lDlOdernists-o:the. ~·ade.st. of the 'broll!dJ"-'Wiho- say ·th,ey can ,be Ibroken. 
M,r. Mars-haU say,s ;tha.t they are loyat 00' Jesu'S Ohrist! JeSlU'SI CihrilS·t 'Slaid,' 
"Moses SlPaike of m:e." Theil"e are mooernistos--"tJhoe Ibroadest of the 'broa.d"-. 
wiho say Moses never. .!liPOke of J'ews .Christ. Mr. ,Man"lSihall sa}'lSl tille,se unbeldev
iug'lI!-en al'e loyal to.JeSl\ls Oh,rist!., Concerning -thes·e men Dr. Tor:rey weJ.l Slays, 
"Some . .Ipoople tOwday ·claim to beli-eve in the LOM Jesu.s Ohr.im. But when the 
Lord JesuoS' Christ says. one ,th-ing, and modern .s·ooolarshi'P 'says another tihing, 
Ibhey accept the stateIIlien-t -of modern .8'cholarahip and reje'ct the oSItatament of 
Oh'rios~ .. Ge~t'leim'en, I a1D.r~·.tha~·thes-e men 'do ·not !bel1ev.e in Jews Christ." 

,~r. lMa.rsl1aU further.- says, ''ToM 'OhJrlstia'n disci,ple is free to adopt the 
Hebrew trad~tion a~()ut the crllatIon if it. saJtlsfles him, or the teaching on that 
su·bject of modern science.'~· We,.have jusV read Mr. 'Mars;)].a;ll's e:x.planation of 
th~s .statement, and we are· bounet.· to answer Itbat not one in a,lh·undred ·w-ould 
ever Ib.ave understood iMIr. M'M'Shall to have meant what. he now declares he 
meant: when be sets U'P "Hebrew tradition wbout the creation" over against! 
the "teaching .of modern science", any ordinary Te8ider would' conclude that he 

II 
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meant the Genesis account of creation as against·the teaching'of modern science 
on that subjecfl. If we accept Mr. Marsh'all's explanation of "Hebrew tradition". 
what have we then? "The Christian d,isci.ple is free to adopt the (erronoous) 
Hebrew tTadiflion aJbout the creation if it satisfies him .. ·or the ·teaching on that 
subject of ·m-odern science." .The answer. of course. ds obvious. 'l'hank God. we 
do no,t have to adopt eirtlher. . 

The second source of infoormati.on is as untr1i.lrtWorthy as th·a' fir.sJt. Science 
chan'ges its ground every year. Does any Cailadian ·Bal.ltist'· belie.ve that a 
Christian is shut I1IP to either an erroneous "Hebrew tradition" • .or "the teaohing 
of modern science" for his knowled'ge of creation? 'Of oourse not-!. Our. source 
of authority" -on that su'bject is the inspired and authoritative Word of God as 
found in Genesis. ooflJpter one. and other scriptul'es. Why does ·Mr. Marshall 
not mention' the .ScriiPtures in that paragraph as a. 'source of k~'wledge? ~e 
-Scriptures deal wibh 'creation! .If the term ~'He,brew ~ra1l.ition" was .. Dot uSE.!d 
of ·the Scriptures. then why no men·tion of th~ IScri;ptures in Iia~ng the sOurces 
G·f knowledge 'on the subject. of creation ?. .' . " . ..' 

Bu.t further: IMr. -Marshall ~ys. uHe d.s·.f~!\~··to in,~~p::t:~t t4e ~f:JcriIiture~ by 
any met-hod which commends itself flo h.is,~lld~~el!-t as·:tr.u.~h!l c~J). .roUoy.r .. the 
so-called orthodox m~hod or the method l.lurSUIl!1· .1lr. 'j:n04e:rn ,li'(*~~r~ip/: We 
know. o·f course. what ·Mr. !MarshaLl means by tfili.e "SIO"'ca:l~ed ortho,dox.Jne~b .. 9.d". 
-it is that meth,od wh·ich actually'takes ·G'od·~"Wor'd···1I;t'.its· face:._~aIu!!~':,and 
believes its solemn m.aflementB ,to lbe irue;' 'We ·alSo:k.iJ.ow··.;¥iiit 'tn.e·~me'fb:Q·d 
pursued ,by ."m.odern sC'hglarsh1p" is.: ,.it ~~:lt~~·.:inetli:tQ( ~~r~~ed~ hy: fif J.::G. 
iMatthews. in"'McMaster University. 'WIh'en he'll11ed"our'yoiing"miilds da.11y .. W;lth 
do.ubts as to' tJhe integrity of lIlbe ·Wlord . .oCo.oit .' Mr.' lMa:rshalI";ib~11eves . file 
Christian disci,ple is free to ado.pt. bhat .1a'ttet:·met.hod;~ Mes IShafler )rlj.th~ws. 
-Dr. iFosdick. Per.cy ,StickIley Grant. Dr. ,Glo:V~r.·alld: every .de~Wtict.iviLc;rj.~~~u;n 
the world. '·/Mr. 'MarSohMl's statliinent ie'aves"$e,'!door' wide ·.opeh' fOr. tti~.'ra:#kest 
modernist to en·ter. 'and' still call' himself a ·BliltlHsv. . ., .• I' ., . . • . • 

We venture further to ~sert that IMr. Marshall's own meflhod ()f dnterpre
tallion is .nl()t ·the "so-called orthodox method·... bu·t the )Deth,od '~;pursued 'by 
lII.odern schol'arship". This is abundantly evid'ent from··the· passage .before us. 
Would Mr. /Marshal'l deny that h'is method:o,f . .interpretation' is the· me.thod' of 
modern'scholarship? , Is it the "so-called ort-hod'ox·metJhod·"'.oo. 4eny .. the plain 
statement .of Jesus Ohorist con-cerning flhe· miraole of·the'Prophet Jonas as ·iMr. 
Marshall does? Is dt the "so-called orthodox method"· to declare the gospel 
narra.llives to 'be ,CQ·ntradictory to each ot-her •. as he also ·does? 

S.fnce lM,r. iMoarshall a,pplies this meth'od .to Jonas and to tilie alleged 'd,is
('.repancies in tihe gos,pels. does he also use it' ',in 'his interpretation of the death 

. of Christ? Is this the explanatoion of h·is sermon preached in James Street 
Church. Hamilton. afte'r the Convention. when he undel'ltook ·to preach on .the 
subject. ''Coming to Oh'ri.st". and failed to make even the ·remotest reference 
to the blood by which we are made nigh to ,God?' And flhis dn the' Convention 
cf.ty!--and . 'before the very people who had heard· 'his lPosition challenged con. 
cernin-g hjs silence as to the ,blood of 'Christ! If:Mr.,Marshall·bel1evetl in the 
substitutiona.ry death 'of Ohrist. and the cleansing efficiency of His' blood. he very 
successf.ully concealed that fact w,hen it w()uld ,have been mosb timely .tlia.t he 
S'hould declare dt! lMult.itudes of our people wh() !have read .Mr. Marshall's 
sermons win feel that it. is nOlt witho.ut significance that in all these addTesses 
there is no mention whatever of flhoe necesstit'Y of' the cleansing blood of' our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and thoat ·bois :fl,ret direct reference to the matter sho1lJ.d .be 
made only when he is driven to the necessity, of justifying !h,imself-and' that 
after almosfl three m()nths' Erilence upon the subject! 
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. PR~ SOWERBY'S' ILLUMINATING CORRESPONDENCE WITH' 
CHANCELLOR WHIDDEN. 

The ollGLlow:ing detters have ,been !handed Ito us ,by Dr. A. T. ,Sowel'by. They 
were W1l'itten withOlut 0IU.t" 'kn()wlE!1ige. We i&aY thtis ibe'caUtSle tt ohas Ibeen ;the 
etllort Oof M,cMaster Unlver·S!ity fur lSO'Ille yeal'lS W' cOillvey 1Ihe lmpreStS';lOn th8lt 
no one In the DenOomination' ever tth,in'k!s (If'critlcilsing, McMa.ster 'Unless he 118 
InspLred ·.by Jarvis Street.to do so. Thoste wihOl iknoW' Dr . .sow·enDy, kILOw that 
!he ha'S a:~way.s Ibeen noted' IIloII' ·hi.s -indepe,ndence -odl joogment. He has ,exercised 
a gll'eat mini!S'try, and' 'hM made a goreatt conmbution ,to 00,1' denominationa:li .ufe 
tihl·t()tu~h the ohurcihes Ib.'B ihas tSel'oved. 'When a man' of· Dr. ISOW!eT'by's a;biUty 
anod eXjperience is oeoot1ly dismis'soed by''being toltdl ·that 'he has "·misunderstood 
Professor'Mars,h8llt'.s lPOS,ttion:' as! ·welili a6I the attitude of lbotlh Dr, F'arm'6l' an·d 
the CthanceMor; oth,ers IIDay ]mow wihat ro e:mpec.t. If ttbat. :we,re il'eal~y :fJrue, :it 
would· tbe an·81ddltioOnal'al'tg.WJll.ent ~ PnlIfessor, MarsihaH',s d:ismis'S'a:L; for ,if the 
Profe'S'SOr· ,is, 'Ililable to oSopea.k ,with '9Ilmcient clearness to eImible a ·man of Dr. 
Sowel.'by's .,peroe.Ption ·to undeTSotand th£m: he IDlII1IStt !be so lacking ill' the .gif;t of 
expression 'as ·to ,be utterly unfit to teach yoong m,ini-steors, Oor to tpreaclh tOo any 

· congregatlo.n 'of .or~llnary: intelJdgence: 
In one of his'ietters Dr. Wlhidtden 'l'ietl'el'lS to. a ;Sel'llIlon 'by the Edf.tor af this 

· paper, tpreaehed in 'OooiI.tioook;· and ISIaYIB' there ilS no referenee ,in t,he sennon· 
either -to the Deity or the deatb of Ohll'ist. Orur re,coHec.tiO'll is, 'but at this 
WTiting we· are not absoluteLy IlI\lTe, otihat the 'sermon WIas !based' upo'n· Lil.lnenta· 
.tions 1.:12, "I9 It nothIng ,to ~', an ye :bhait pas,s :tIy?" We sha:Ll make enquiry 
on ·thiJ:J point from those 'Woo 'Were lPl"ooent. UnleStS Woe are greatly mistaken 
the sermon was til. sermon on the 'Deity of Christ as absolutely essential to 
an adequa-te .at()nem'ent i&lr·sin. Be that as i.t mayo, as the EdItor'S' os:ermons ,ar.e 
,published 'WeeklY'ln th. ;pa.pei1", :his .re.adem Iwtl'D !be able to judge of ,the degi1':ee 
of 'Probability involved in the 'Cihancell~s r~memibil'8nce. ., , 

1-«11 Lansdowne Ave .. 
Toronto. 'December 4th, 192'5. 

My deax [)t. Wihidden': 
1l)9ubtless· you are often su'bmerged mth epistles from .here, 'obhere, and 

everywh.er.e; many of tihem comforting, and many of them ann()y,in'g; . but. at 
the risk of 'being termed' "ignorant" (as so eXopressed by IIOme) I am venturing 
to forWard to you in thtls form' my personal convi,ctions upon certain matters, 

· which are now, aiJ.,d have ibeen commanding OUT aobtention ever since the days of 
'~. Elm!ire Ra.rr:i~; .. . . 

· ." . Permit. ~e" first of ~l.1:,. tlO ex.press to you my great pleasure at the fuct :that!: 
,t11.e theo)ogs. of MdMaster 'l'epud,iated the aotion Oof some et:udentS' at Jarvis St. 
:Church .la~ly •. R cer:tain~y· did put lM~teor in a bad light, and there have 
· been a. great many stnctures upon the action referred, to, :t!h.fs statement illy th.e 
t'heologs has cl~:red. ,the 8111'. 
. N~'W, as. ,tQ. the ser.mon preached 'by Prof. iMarshall in First Ave. Cthurcn, 

· and .Teporte~. in ·.T1!-e Oamzdkm. Baptist, 100 me say that I have gone over it 
.' ca,refu~ly:, ~~d ·~th. fair·m·indedness, and I must, here and noW', record my holy 
protest,.~ga,i.D,m ,tlJ,e, te/!.ehings. cont&ined there,in. .Ib sounds to me Ii·ke plenty 

· ,9t ,tho !Ie. JJ~i~taria~ S(!rm()ns that we used oflo ,get i-n 'Bost;on-,d:evelop the good 
· .~at. ~s: in .. uB-;-;QI11'llivate,·:cultivate, eultivate. !Let me say that he certain.ly 
· failed to notice; .. O!." !lit .. leasl1 i'gnored the setting of his ,text, '''Blit Jesus did not 
oommIt lIimself. unto . them,. lbecause He knew all men" .. 'What did He know? 

.. , TJ,le. '~d.nesB;:',W::i~~ed,ness, and.. therefore "did not commit himself unto them." 
. ,lI,t. w~, not :~goodnel9l!'~ tl).at He 'saw in itlhem, 'but badness. .' 
;.; ,:Out· now;·.8up~ing obha!t:" He' had seen some goodness dn them, is Prof. 

,. ,1D/I&TahalI~e· ts.eatment'of the ,remedY·iBapttistic, '0.1' Scriptural? . Willen Jesus met 
.!.~icodemus,He:d.jd;.not say,'Wow,·'Ndc. rsee some good ,in ytou, and r"say unto 
, .. you .that we:,must draw ·Ws out, develop it in order to make YQ~ li'ke ·~yself." 

.. ' :He -in,sisteQ, ~& must, ,be; \hom from eJb'ove", not d'eveloped f.room within . 
.. ' 'There·wa;g the ch'anc~'~f Prot'!Marshail;g life ill) !preach a searChing; sermon 

on the metihod' and necessity o.f .salvation. The cross was ignored, 'regenera'tion 
' .• by the· 'Ho.ly Spir.it''Was 'not mentioned,. arid simple development' of tIle innate 

I 
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good ,that is ·in .us ~n w·as to 'be obhe me;lns of !Ialvation. Let ·me say. 'I" protest 
against thIs teaching with all my soul. I have held my judgment in .this case 
,in abeyance .until this sermon has wppeared. And now. I am quite prepared to 
believe that Dr. ShieldS" position has been substantilllte~, and ~s; a11tack.s 
justified. . '. 

I have had no ·oommunica.tion wi.th Dr. :Shields ·wihatever, and· am doing 
tlLis alone, and of my own accord. ,I was told 'by· ()Jie· of ·oui ·.most prominent 
and· useful men in the denomi-naUon only last evendng ·that bha' ser·mon ·that 
P·rof. Marshall !preached in Hamilton was much·worse. I.' ., .. 

Now, are you. prepared to shoulder this, aiid carry the Te&:PoD.s1.bilit~ .. for 
such teaching? [sihaH' figh.t it as long as I live, God hell) me. .... .. .. 

As to that vot.e in Hamilton, there' WaS cert.ainly,· notbi:q.g: ,to: gloat over. 
1'5·9 nays. But each one I(),f those represents at' 'least 00 members.. ~o that 
159 x50 equ.als nearly 8,OOO-no small spUt dl). our body,. an~ .growing .• ! '. 

Let us get 'baok, and if ·there is to Ibe a ihouse-cleaning; .. let Us have liv for 
ChTist's sake. I am a graduate of iMCiMast.er, and bave preached·over 4>1 yeDirS, 
a theology, wihich no one ihas ever·questioned; and I am'sick at heart.'that .this 
.fs going on. What is to ,be done? .HoM, on, and iJl'Ush him along.in the face 
of such a storm? !Let .. me·say to you that Dr. Shields -is not alone in this matter; 
there are hundreds who are with him in the .position wihich he has ·tllJken, but 
have nl()t spoken o'ut very -loudly. 

Rev. Dr. A. T. Sowerby, 
1431 Lansdcwne Ave., 

Toront~, Onto 

Dear Dr. Soweriby: 

Yours sincerely, 
"A. T. ·SOW:EiRiBY." 

December 8th, 19'25. 
':.... " I' • 

You·r letter of December the 4th reached me Saturday morning on a very 
fuH day which was followed by out o.f town duties on ·.Su:nday .. i[ have read 
carefully and wi·th dnterest what you say, and appreciate' your sinCerity in 
wT-iting thus f·rankly. .:. ..... : 

The aitrempt on the ,part of certai·n zealous but misguided: Students to 
d,istri'bute copies of ·the ~let published Iby a large group ·ot the ·McMaster 
men was Ul-advised to say tb.e ,least. In 'fact, I aearned after tbe"mistake had 
ibeen made durlng my absence 1lrom. the city that the comm!l,btee 'in cliuge had 
positIvely decided against following any such plan,' 'but ·they· ·were 'all out of 
town for the week-end preaching. Of course, w:e must noi forget· 'tba:t' these 
young'men who made the misba.ke simply· employedj·Dr .. Shields'io'wn ;methods 
followed at two or three different Conventions. !PerSonally,. i made known: at 
once ana very empihatieally my ddsapproval of such a procedure. ., .. , . 

'With regard·to the sermon preached by ·Professor ·Marshall . at.· tlie' First 
Avenue 'Church, and published in The Oanadian BaptUt of '!November the .26th, 
I·have these tib.·ings 00 say. Lt.is not the 'ldnd··of·serm:on on:e of us whQ knows 
fuUy our Canad,ian constituency would have ·preacb.i!d: on 'an 'occasion of tihat 
k1·nd ... 11 do not for one ml(}ment ·thin.k there' ds' a single sentence in it which, 
if care~uny interpreted in relation to aU that Professor iM8:rsball has sadd since 
he came to Canada, could ·be considered· as ha.ving a' :Uni.tarian slanb. He cer
tainly might well have carried his most important points much .furtiher than 
he did,· but. 'is f.tnot fair for us to .try ··to interpret· lIi·ts' meaning in the tight 
of his ·confession I()f ·faibh made In alJI sinoori,ty to ibbe" Convention· at' Hamilton? 
We ha.v~ statements from several of our strongest Baptist· leaders in the Old 
Land 'Who are pillars of orthodoxy. concerning the 'evangelical position and' 
passioJU!,te .. zeal of Mr. Marshall.. Surely ·~ey are· not.· all' ·misguIded' in tbeir 
und~stand-ing of his !position and .his. work .. !However, I ·would· like much· 
be,tter ,to 'bal~ this over wdth YOI\l than to Write about it .. 'Will ·you··,be· patient 
a Uttle wnger until you see a furfJher statement whi~ wJU'lle ~e in··a11 good 
faith -by some. of us? , .. ' . .:... ..' ". .. ..... 

It ~r~f~or IMarshall does not 'believe in· the deity. and· tIie V:1tal :atonement 
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of ' Jesus Christ, I.flOr one do 110t wish 100 see him eontinue in our midst. Only 
my convd:ction that he does hold such lbeliefs leads me to write as I have above . 

. . By the 'Way, I th.i.n.k you and I have read sermons of outstanding preachers 
represellting lkitish and' An'leroican puLpits, who, wlhen discussing certain 
themes, have not dealt with either the l)erson of IOh'risb or His work. And yet 
we .know'from their ·repea,ted statements in many other sermons and articles 
just what !thei1' position' was. The only sermon Wlhf.ch lit has ever been my 
privilege. to· hear Dr. 'Shii:elds IMmaelf preaeh WIllS one .given to the ·iEasbarn 
Associa,uon at Coati-cook a year ago last June. J:t WIllS a strong sermon and 
with aLl its main statements and 1mplica.tdons I was in fuU accord, but so far 
as [ could hear he did not once ·refer to the deity or bhe death· of Christ. It 
was not pres,ched for .that purpose. Yet it was cer.ta.inly a. thorougohly evan
geloical discourse. 

Just. one ·thing more 1 feel ·1 should add, namely this: Several important 
positive statements made in bhe sermon as preached at First Avenue ddd not 
appear in· the sermon· as printed: in The aanadian BaptiSt. Just w~ these 
omissions were made I cann·ot say, but I thought you should know this fact. 

With ·kJ.nll: regards and hoping to see you ·in the near 'future, I remain, 
. Sincerely YI011rs, 

"HIOWAlRD P. WHIDDEN." 

14'3'1 Lans'd'Owne Ave., 

My q,ear Chancellor Whidden: 
Toronoo, Dee. 11(}tl)., Wa5. 

You·r favor of the 8th -in st. i·n reply to my letter of the 4th inst. came to 
hand in due time, and was read with interest, not to say surprise. It was the 
answer that 1 expecbed, and iii. perfect accord woU'h the views ·put forwa.rd by 
Dr. Farmer when I spoke to him over the 'phone ·re this same matter. It wiU 
certaoinly 'keep you both very busy if you u·ndertake to defend tha,t kind of 
thing. 

Now to the 'issue: . 
1. To my mind' dt' was one of the most 8ibsurd pieces Of exegesis bhat I ever 

saw in my IUfe,-and certainly did not do great homiletical credit to the authDr 
as one under appointment in a university to teach suoh wor·k. It was mUes 
away from' ,the tntent ·of bhe text, and going in the wrong d,irection. But this 
was of ·little .account as compared with the doctrinal teaching of the sermon. 
It 'surely p8iSSed ',from comedy to tragedy. . 

2. How could'You or ·Dr. Fa.rmer defend the line of ·thought dn that sermon 
in tlie sldghtrest degree? It cel'tainly teaches salvation withotUt. atonement. 
The text andJ context ihave nothing to do with the methOd of 8alvation. You 
in your :reply b,alte ,put uP. some three defences. . . 

(a) You had ·hea·rd· Dr. Shields in 'Coatieook !prea-ch a sermon in 
wh,f.ch he made no reference to the cross or regeneration. Quite true. 
iI.f I were preacl!Ji.ng a sermpn upon creation, or providence, or sbrife 
'between Christoians, or loyalty .to the king, I would not need to :refer 
.to the cross pr regeneration by the Holy Spirit. But i-f'I were preaching 

· on the nie:tJhod and means of salva,Uon ,I would, of necessity brin·g in the 
sb.edding of·'blooil, ·atonement., regeneration 'by the Holy IS:pdl"it, repent. 

· ance, etc.: . This /Prof. Marshall sIgnally failed to do, but ·brought in a 
.. teac::hing whicl!, I believe, is in no sense in harm-ony with the tes:ching 

.. of the New. Testament. Therefore, I again protest wIth all my soul .. 
,.' . '(,b) -roil refer t.o his·statement at flhe Convention as ibeing an right, 

.' and as, there.fure, 'Yholesomely modifying ~is docw-ina:l teachin-gs in this 
.' serm-Dn. . It 'does, not so· im-press me. If he made GU·ch satisfactory' 
" statements, wJLen; : to all· inten·ts and purposes he was on -trial, and 
· atterward .. pr-esented .. the teachings of this sermon, it. would· 'Very ser.i . 

. . ously atrect my opinion·.as ,to his rea,l inner convictionS're the McMaster 
." statement -of dtoctrine. . . 

I may just as well tell you at once that I am of the oPinion tihat 
· -h,is,-oWI,l .. doctrin,a:l·YieWlS <l'e ·salvation· are' truly prel;enbed in th-is sermon. 

J 
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(c). You say ibbat part of the sermon was not pulblished in The 
OanluUan Baptist. 

To -th4s I would make a ,threefold ·replY-
(1) \Evidently the copy fOil" the 'Press was ·Pro~d~d:.bY, Prof. ~. 

shall as there was no indication thall lit bad .. Ibeen . stElnograpb;,jcaLly 
reported. 

(2) The sermon was-all of a 'Piece,· and,·was· 'but,a.ll"eiterated, em
.phasds of the oue given in llhe ~rst- few introductory sentences 'which to 
my mind was an outrageous assumptJ!.on in. View of the teachings .of 
Jesus. and Paul. '. ,. : 

(3) A gentleman of intell·igence,_ who heard 'llhe 'sermon . delivered, 
said that in his opinion the WIO,rst ;part of it was -left out of The· Oaflr 

. a/Uan Baptist.' -' 

Now, Dr. Whidden, you and: Dr. Farmer cannot fix up :that 's~rm1)n, and 
make it out to be Baptistic and Scripbural-;-(I ll'efer~r~ul agal:p, .to Ch~~~ and 
Nicodemus as ,treated ,in my former letter)... . 

In view of this I reaffirm. my det.ermined .stand: against such teaching 
coming ·from our University; and.1 certainly'wUl ·oppose it. 

Indeed, if you brethren ;persist :in such a course of action, '1llien you may 
at once l'eckon upon me in the opposd,bion, 'Dhere are some things' that I cannot 
swallow. .sheer convictions on ,the neltessitY'and metihod of salvation aeave me 
no alternative. . 

If I discover that some perSlo,n has tampered 'wWh tlie ·rairway track so as 
to endanger life, 'I will :fla.g the train, and notify the Head; . 

1, therefore, ;protest . again and assure you .kindly 'bu-t firmly that I wUl 
battle for ;Baptistic doctrines. 

Dr. A. T. Sowerby, 
1431 Lans·downe Ave., 

Toronto. 
Dear Dr. Sower-by: 

Yours fraternally, 
"A. T. SOW'ERBY." 

December 21sll, 1925. 

,': 

I wish to acknowledge the recetpt 'o,f your second letter of recent date, a.nd 
to assure you of my Il"egret. thwt you have evidently misllndemtood Professor 
Marshall's position as well as the attit'lld'e of both ·Dr. Farmer and inyself. 

[ trust, however, that this may be cleared up at some e'arly date. ' 
. With kind regards, and wishing you a very happy ·Christmas. 

Sincerely yours, 
"HOW A:RD P. WHIDDEN." . 

STU:DENTS W. S. WHITCOMBE AND W. GORDON BROWN. 

We 'Print below a statement made 'by two graduates in; Ar.ts of McMaster 
University whio are now studen·ts in the Tiheological ,·Course. They graduated 
to·gether in Arts last spring,. and are in the 1927 class. in Theology. ,Their 
statement is made ·for The Gospel Witness in tohe Hght of, Professor. MarSha.ll's 
apolo·getic ,pamphlet, TheIr statement 1s cryst.aJ...clear; ,and .we beHeve there 
is little danger of Its booing misunderstood by any of our readers. It ds a further 
illustration of the principle that a deep conviction of ;truth puts iro~ int.o the 
blood. Our readers will readdly believe tlle.ll nothin-g lihort qf a profound sense 
of duty could move th~se SiPlendd·d yooung men, Mill in ·the midst of their 
Theological course, to' write in this way. 

THE BIB'LE OR SCIENCE. 
By Will S. Whitcombe, B.A., and W. Gordon Browrr, B.A. 

"Truth is a ;priceless jewru," and on its d1scovery alone are we !bent, no 
matter what t'he cost may be for us in time, friendsh1p, or esteem. 

This arloicle -is a sim'Ple statement of ·the facts with regard to Prof. Mar-
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shaU'B attdtude' .towwrd the Bi-ble and science as <the writers obtained tthem 'in 
personal conversation from ·the ipIl"OfeSl!lOir's own liIPs. Lt lays no claim to bein'g 
a ver!batim report but it is 'an accurate representation o'f his news as !he 
eXipressed. bhem to illS. 

,In the minds of many the Bilble and: science stand' ·in d,irect opposition, 
teUing t.wo oonflofcting liI,tories, .bUJt in our op'inion they are one. The findings 
of modern science only ooDofum ·tlle age-long statements of .the BIble. All trut'h 
is of God: 'hence it is harmonious whether 1ft is found ~n nature or revelation. 
But we must remember tbat the wOll'lk of science .is far from bein'g ,comPlete, and 
on ·that. acco·unt oontradictions ibetween its teacMng·iJ and the teaChlings 01 tne 
Scripture arise from ~e to time. lin such cases we pLace the 'Bi'ble before 
science and! would ~t its unChanging declairati.ons rllillher than the va.ried 
pronouncements of scientific resea.rch. 

But what of Prof. MarshaLl's view? In. a case such as ·we have descni·bed, 
where the teaching of science and the statement of :Scripture are in dlfrect 
opposition flo ea.db.. other, we· enq!l-ired from hIm what his attitude would 00. 
He unhesitatingly: replied that under &uch circumstances Ihe would choose 
science. He stated: that he ibeLieved! that. he monst accept truth ,ilrom whatever 
quarter it came. .we recall thab rthe :phrase he used was :tJhat he could llJOIt go 
to God wU:h.a He in Ibi.s mourttb. 

'Most of our Canadofan Batptist people will not 'believe t1hat a man does go 
to Ood· ,wJ,th a lie dn his mouth if he accepts the plain teach,ing of S'Cl"ILpture 
even thou~ bhat be in ~ntradiction to the tea.choing of moo.ern science. To 
the dogmas of modern science they would ;reply with the Teacher of teachers: 
"It is written." 

(lSdgned) wmI1L IS. WHI'.OOOMiBE, 
(SIgned) IW. GtORIDON BROWN. 

A BLOODLESS GOSPEL. 
Rev. W. J. H. Brown Renews Attack on Professor Marshall. 

Preaching to a capacity congrega,tion last night, Rev. W. J. H. !Brown at 
the An'nette street Baptist Ohurch said tball Professor Marshall, of MdMa.ster 
University, bad no right to call1h1mself a. ah'ristian df /he does not 'believe tthat 
Jesus Christ died as his sUbstit.ute. This stabement was applauded lby the whole 
congregation rising in 8dl-provaJ. of 'the stand 'the pastor ds taking on tMs maiter. 

"Dul'ing the 17 years of my ministry here I have placed the emphasds in my 
preaching on tlhe atonement because ;ill is ltihere that. God placed the emphasis :in 
rus Word·," said 1Mr. Brown. "To sUl'lrSnder thols was to surrender Christianity." 

He then threw out Ibls Clhallenge: "Does Professor Marshall 'believe this? 
He certainly 'has llJot preached. it &dnee he came to Canada. IPreaching In the city 
at. Christmas time bhe Profeseor said', 'Paul was p,articular--<wisely particular
about ibis fund:am.entaIs and ,I don'tI; thlinlk ,he was a heretic. And I am prepared 
to 'be a heretic if Paul was one'." 

Mr. Brown's reply to this was to assert that ''Paul preached the Blood. H 
-the .professor believes [Paul's teach·ing why does he ;P1"each a !bloodless gospel? 
Pool himsetf said thall if any man preach untto you any other gDtlopel than that 
w.bdch ye bve received let him 'be accul'liJed." 

In OD·nclusion the pastor said thwt the "plague ot the bloodless gospel" js 
all the more dangerous when preached ,by a man of high education and culture." 
~From the Evening Telegram, Jan. 4. 
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"The McMast(!.r,G.~~~ity" 
A MESSAGE DELIVERED IN'" ; ,.":,, "," 

.' ;"'" . ,1:"I:q I 

Ossington Ave~ ,Bap~s~ ·G.hutch",'TQ,fQ~t<? ,; 
BY THE MINISTER.: , " ,'. : . . '1':: .. i 

REV. G~ORGE .W. ,A:t.L.EN ;:, ':',' ",Il,: ' :10:, 
January 3ni', 1926' , " , :,', 

"" .:. .' i',' , .. f:',' 'i " 

Since I stated my posit.jon last Sunday HOLY SPIRI:n 'I D91 :',Fbr that'reason, 
regarding the matt.er.s' now disturbing our b'efore'T s'eek:a,:,suiidaY"message, I 'ask 'God 
Convention, all ·sorts of wild rumors have fO'r it, and 'I did' 'so 'in'fpreparation, ·fo'r last 
been flying about. Early last week the Sunday nig-hit. ':Friday 1 ,p'h~ned ;'Pastor 
Superintendent "of, Home Missions' p'horied Brown, 'o,f- Annette Street:Chur,Ch anil:asked 
me, s-tating that ,he had been told that the' 'him' 'how 'h~ :happened' ,to':sp'ea1c on the same 
Pastor of 'Ossington Avenue Church 'had subject. His' reply 'was: this. "If ever- any
put a res·olution t-hrough his church, cutting thing was Joaid upon Die 'to' sp'ea~ on, that 
off all gifts ,to Home 'Missions.' He was was. I' felt ;c,oristrairie'd 'in Spirit!" You ask 
an~ious .to know whether or not the report' me'to, e:ic,plain ,how we came to 'speak on the 
was true. I told ,him that nothing could be'. ,same topic' at, th:e same hour?' 'My answer 
further from fhe 'truth ,than t'hat repor,t. A" is; "The Holy Spir,i'f',, 'ih' answer to prayer, 
little later it was intimated ,to me that I was directing affairs". - ' , : 
was not a supporter of our Foreign Mission Into McMaster, which is responsi-ble for 
work. T,hat, too, is a complete fabrication, the preparation of the majority of t'he young 
wit-hout 'any ,foundation whatsoever. But men enteI:ip.g put Bap;tist ministry, has been 
-because of these gross misstatements', I feel brought· a: . te'acher whose utterances and 
obliged to explain .my ,position again, and statements .do, NOT harmonize with fhe 
if poss.jble, to make ,it -c1earer. . .stateme~ts of the. ~oly SC,riptuJ.:es, as we 

I am a Baptist-a Regular Baptist-a fully' CanadIan Bap,ti!!~,s ~nte~pre't ,them. I refer ,to 
acknowledged member of ,the Baptist Con- Rev., L. H. M,ar,shaJl, lately ~ome from Eng
venti on ,of On~ario and Quebec. If I were I,and w'h~re .. 'p,~ ': 'wall {he. pal!tor of two 
not a B'aptist, I would not ,bother my>seJ.f to church~s t,h.a't C1l:11, "therI).,s~\yes Baptist, al
make ·any dec1ara'tion an this matter, and though neither' require Baptism of those 
thus receive a deluge of bitter and untrut:h- who are received into' their membership. In 
,ful atta'cks ,from certain quarters. But be- ."other words,' ¥r.M:arshill was; trom 1911 
caus'e I am a' Regular Baptist, and a ,siliner until s'1iortly before 'coming tOo"Cariada, pas
saved by grace, I do ,feel deeply concerned,' tor o,f two "Open membership'" churches, . 
and believe it my DUTY to warn every and as ,far' 'as' we' 'Can observe; without any 
fellow-Baptist in: the Convention, as far as protest against their ·u~'crip.tural 'practice. 
God gives me grace to make myself heard, R.eg~rding' his c'O~.jng,· we' read in, a 'book
of ,the 'CALAMITY that has come upon our let Issued by t-he 'Senate of' McMaster since 
beloved university,-McMaster. T,hat is my the 'Convention ,Ias-t.' October, 'a full steno
problem, and it is the 'problem right ,now of '.graphic account (prepated " by· Mr ... E. J. 
several thousand·s of our Baptis,t people. " ' Bengough), . of . th'e. "E-ducatitimal Session, in 

I understand t'hat hist Sunday night no " whic'h· it. is .. , stated, (page 9, ten,tlh line. from 
less than t'hree Baptist ministers ,in Toronto the, top), that 'Mr: .. 'Marshall, subscribed to 
alone, spoke on this same topic, at.the same t:he doctr,inal..oSII:atements,'set forth· 'in the 
hour. Some 'have said ,that it was a delib- Charter before ever ,coming to Canada. To 
erate and well laid plan that caused us to many who are unaccus'tomed to dig at aH 
all 'speak at ,the same time. But I wish to below the 'surface of thing,s·, ,it is per.fectly 
oeclare to you that I KNEW NOTHING satisfactory when a man subscribes to that 
WHATSOEVER of any other man's pro- statemen,t. But we -have ,to remember ,that 
gramme for last Sunday night, and even now frequently statements are made ,by modern 
I d,o not 'know who tlhe ,third preacher was. scho'lars that carry double meanings. For 

At firs:t I ,was inclined to treat this inci- example, a ·scholar in the U.S.A. declares 
dent 'lightly; ,but upon ,further thought I rhat he believes in t-he inspiration of the 
became convinced that ,the're was, a real ex- Scriptures. That in' itself looks ·good. But 
p-Ianation for it. DO YOU STILL BE- the same man also says that :he believes in 
LIEVE IN THE L'EADERSHIP OF THE the inspiration of'his mot'her's letters. Many 
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you know sometrung of the CALAMITY 
t!ha-t· ha.s 'been .brought into MC'Mas1er, and 
that 'caused me 10 :hoth 'Sip'eak and a·ct. And 
you wBI und-CI1"'S1:and me 'beUer when I s'ay 
that I .shall ,continue thIs Mand, by <the ,grace 
of God, UNTIL THE SENATE DOES A 
P:&OPERHOUSECLEANING OVER 
THERE, fOil" I firmly .believe Ithat Prof. Mar
sohaH does jndeed preach and Iteach '''Wihat 
he ibe,J'ieves'," and othat it d.s not in harmony 
wilth . the B:i,b1'e doctrines Jon'g cheri-shed ;by 
our On1aTio and Quebec Ba¢i'sts. If this 
Pro.fes,sor is aUowed Ito ,go on equipping our 
young men W\i,th this' sor,t of docltrine, I ven
ture ,to predict ,that dt w.ill 'be 'but a few years 
befoa-e our ,beloved Denomination will !be a,s 
cold a,nd ,lvfe-ieSis in -spidtual things as a're 
s'ome oilier De·nominations, about -us, who 
.once had a 'bUJr,n:i.ng ,pa.s·S«on ,f'Or ~'he Gospe:1 
of Ithe BI,ood of Jesus Ohrisit. 

But ;the oCha,r,ter s'tates (ipage 9, the 11th 
line fil"om ,the bottom) th·aIt our d'octr.i,ne ~u
dudes, "The divine .inspiration of the Scrip
t,ures ,'Of ·t'he OM and New Testaments, and 
t'heir ahs'Olute lS\l,premacy anad. oSu.f!iiciency in 
IIl'a'tter.s ,of ,faith and !pracHee." Willen Prof. 
MaJI'SJhaH ,su:bsrerl'be's '1.0' Iiliat what does he 
really ,have in mund? Doe.s"he mean the same 
a's ,the ra-nk and' filie .of our Conventi'o.n would 
mean? DQes ,he helieve, for insotanee, t'halt 
'I:'he Istatement,s made in th'e Book of Jonah 
a-l"e 'hi-stonica~ fa-ms, .or jws't AUegorUca-i, tiIl'at i,s 
to /Say, "F~'gu!l"ative"? The ampres'Sdon and 
fiI1"m oonviction which s·ome 'of the professor's 
'studems' ,haV'e cer,tai.n.ly received .fr,om .hiJrn is 
that he cons'iders ,the .book as' A!llegoi"icai', 
rather [Ihan hi.S1t'Ornca .• ly correct as to FACTS. 
But our Lord and Ma.sI1:'er evidently ,bel~eved . 
t.he story of Jona:h was a ih1stori'cal FAGT, 
for He 'said an Matt. 12:40, "For' a,s' Jonah 
WlllS It!hree days and ,three nights in the lbelly 
of 1he g~eat fiSJh, .so win the .son of ma.n ,be 
t'hree days and ,three nights in t,he 'hear,t of 
t,he earth." If Jesus was mistakened about 
the hi,storical aoecur-acy of the Mory of J onalh 
may He not also he misit:a·kened about Hi,s 
power to lI'edeem ,lost 1S1nners,? If J.onlllh's 
expedence i,n Ithe .great fi'sh .i& on:iy AI'le
gorical, then a're· we -.t'o ,u,ndersitand ilialt 
Jesus' experience in the hear.t' of the ea,rth 
is . only AJJegor-ical, too?' J,f 'Ilhe B'Ook of 
]ona'h ·i,s 'On,ly AI,I'egor.ical, i's N~neveih and 
'her. 'citizens also allegorical? Or .if Nineveh 
and 'her ,people aJI'ie'hd.storireaL F A:CTS, a,nd 
oruty. J onm is "Fi,g,urative,'" then ;}J!'OW will 
the children of N,j,neveh !!"lise up at t'he Judg
ment and 'COndemn ANY generation "Be
.cause they repented at the preaching of 
Jonah," if ,so !be tlhat Jona'h is only "Ame
gorica'i"? 
. But again, in 'refere~ce ito the divine in

sjpiration of "t,ile Scrip1Ju!l"e;s, of ~ Old and 
New Testaments;:we' are it!'01Jd 011 ,pa'ge 5 
Q{ -the Senate's' report ·that ·Mr. M3JI",gha,1l 

holds a "Modera.te critical vJew." W'e1:l, ,~f 
a mall in his .pos« mon as an illS'tlru{)to!!" of 
SJtu-d-en,ts for the miruistry, -holds a "Mod
erate cr~bical vi'ew," 'Of par.ts of It,he 'Scrip
tures; and :if "He WliU .preaoh ,what ,he 'be-' 
Heves" . and· i.f 'he 1'eri'Is his das's· "Do oot 
prea,C'h' .SUIl: at wi.t:l tend t'O drive some Of 
your ,con~'egaltion a way. Speak of it as 
evdt" (ThJ,s ~'s Wlhat some 'Of ,his 'students 
declare 'he s,ta,ted ;to :them). Then what kind 
of a harvest of ministers, for our churches 
can we logically expect from this man? 

Before :brirugirlig my 'Obs'ervatn'Orus .t.o a 
close, I must touch upon one other excep
tionally imiportant point. T.he a,wthO!l",ibies 
a.t McMas,ter ·sh'Ould lI"ecogtlu2)e ,tthat any ex
planatory stat,emenlt tlhat they m~.g)ht iSSJUiC 
in tih'e fult'llll'·e could ihave' 'but little Weigdlit 
sinc'e at woruoid come .AFTER ,the Profes
sor has sp·oken. He ·has aI-ready been ,preach
ing a good dea·I" and TELLING WHAT HE 
BELIEVES, .pel"hap.s ,unc,ons'oiou'say, a,nd, Ms 
expressed' ,beliefs do NOT tally with ,his ac
ceptance of the C.haJrter, or W\i,th <hi,s deCilara
tion a't I1he Convention, a,s It;he ,rank and .fi'le 
of our ,poopl'e understand .it; 'and f,or thi's 
reason Ilta-s slta,temellJt at Ibhe -Conveooon, as 
well as ihis 'suhs'CIl"ip.mon to tth'e Cha,rter of 
.\{eM-a'SJte,r, MUST BE INTERPRETED 
IN THE LIGHT OF HIS SE:&M-ONS 
AND ADDRESSES SINCE DELIVER
ED. I.f a. man were caught in wrong doing, 
and brougdlt -before ,t,he authornties, he wou-lid, 
naturany, make all JSIO!rts of exp!a,na.!)iIO!l's; hut 
even j.f there were a mea,sure of .s1nceri.ty, his 
explanations would have little value under 
the dr,eulll'stanc'es Wlhic.h. C31bled 1'hem ,fu,r,l1h. 
So ilt is wj.t'h this ,case JaIt MCMas'teJr. T1he 
wr,ong HAS BEEN DONE, anti the effect 
ca,n,not ,be "Expladned" away. 

Weare ,ref'erred to Dr. RlUJsih'bll"'Ook, Mr. 
Awb!l"ey, Dr. ShakeslPe!"e, Dr. CarlHe, Dr. 
Chas. Brown, a,·nd DII'. Glover, as men ,Wlho 
have 'grea.t confidence ~n ftof. Mar,shaU, al'
though a's far as I can !l"emember, WE 
HAVE ONLY THE PROFESSOR'S 
PERSONAL WORD FOR THEIR CON
FIDENCE. And the inference 1S tha,t, ,sinoce 
t,he.se have ,confidenoe an him, th,e,refore, we 
sohould als'o. But on t'he ot.h·er 'hand, !the opin
ion,s of Mr. RO'be!l"tson, wh~,ch are a.ny.bhirlig 
ou1. cOffi-plimen1a.ry to the new PlI'of.es·sor, are 
,t'O !be ·totally di9I'egarded, ALTHOUGH 
THEY ARE HIS OWN PERSONAL, 
WRITTEN STATEMENTS, OVER HIS 
OWN SIGNATURE. 

Let .n;J·e ask -how many of you, know· per: 
sona.'!J1y, Dr. CarHle, Dr. Brown, .Dr. GlQver, 
etc. ANY BETTER THAN YOU KNOW 
MR. ROBERTSON? H'Ow.many of our 
C'Onvention folkls do? Then i'S ~t 'not. 'Iogic
a.ly "fair !tha't i,f you are to disregard one, you 
s-h'Ould di'SJreJga.!"d a.U the· others? . '_ 

But in addition tot,hese references given us, 
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many here in Canada who never knew Mr. 
Marshall before, have undertaken to come to 
bi·s derenee' and say "He DOES believe" this 
and t'halt. Bu:t why ,Blhou,Ld they need to dQ 
so? He· Ihas spoken. He has 'Pre3!ched sev
eml times, and frequ'en<tly revea.led hils doc
trine Of .fan.th; and !b·is OWN 'Statement·s> are 
INFINITELY SUPERIOR as a ihelp ,tQ U,S 
in forming a oorrect e'st>ima.te of his· ·Sltand, 
than the va4"l'ed attempts ,that have been made 
Iby hi,s admn.rers to d·efend· ihlm. 

As for the students whQ back IUp ,the Pro
·fess·or, Itha.t is que natural on their .pa'l't, 
especiaJlJly ,Slin'Ce .his ,teachil1lg 1's aecompanie-d 
by a somewbat wil1l&ome opers'onaolity. I my
Slel!f, as a s.tudent at McM.aster in 1910, stood 
IQyalty fQr Prof. 1. G. Matthew,s. jlllsot Ibe
'Cause :he had a gra.cioous way with us, and we 
did 1110'1 lPerceive ·Vhe. d'e'strucitivene:ss of 'his 
teachings. BUit after I got ou·t i'ntQ the work, 
and took more ,time ,for thought and prayer, I 
saw my misotake and ·greatly regretted.it. So 
will 1,t be w~tJh these students WhQ, a.t lhis 
time, ar·e siI;.ou.tly defending Prof. Marshall. 
I.f 'bhey re3!l1y lov·e the LOlld }esus Ch,ri·st in 
all si·nc«liJty and truth, they wilLI' know more 
ten yeil1"s ·kQm now itlhan ,they ,evidentl'Y do 
now, and I :be:11eve that marly of them wiU . 
:bitterly regret ,tlbat ,they ever -defended a 
teache,r wh'o ,prea:ch·ed aobout the "·Gelestial 

fire" and "Divin'e eleme'llt" within man, and 
who satid ,t,hait "When a yOU·II!g person chooses 
,a VocaotJi'OII an which the :pOWOllS God Ihas giv
en a'l'e 'U1sed to the utmoSt, :then he ca:n truly 
s'ay the ,has ·come Ito Oh'1'isot." In the mean
,time, thos'e of you who have r·eal Spiritu.a:1 
dis·ce·rnment, will not take very seriously .their 
pamp'hlets and speeches in defence of Mr. 
Marshall .. Since Mr. Marshall Iha.s "Preached 
what he believes," and ·the same has been put 
int!o ,print by the Se·nate, the Canadian Bap
,ti'st, a.nd seve'l'al ot'her ~II!stj:tutioIIIS', LOOK 
FOR YOURSELVES, pr·aying God Ito ·guide 
you. 

I am no't try.ing to I'ead this church of 
whioh I am Pa-stor, QUIt of the Dmomillation, 
as one or two Ihave i-n'Soi-nuated! 'but I am .try
ing ·to make this cihurch a power WITHIN 

.THE DENOMINATION, to keep ,thi·n.gIS 
dea.n and true. FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN 23 YEARS, I ,firtJd my,seLf u.IJ!atb.le 00 Sup
pOd"It M'CMas·t!er :because of this ipT·eseIl!t situa
tion) and I long for :the <lay when the Sena.te 
wil'l oe3)se tJheir blind, ,stubborn COU'1'lSle, and 
wi,H restOll'e the confideIl!ce of ,our ·people 'by 
the a·ppointment of a professor wlhose vaelWs 
wiJII harmon.j.z·e with t,hose of the ConveIl!tion, 
not on~y in ·th,eO'1'Y, but also in .practice. 

Tlhe SeIl!aJte has made a gr·eaJt blu-node,r: they 
must make a great correction I 
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THE WHOLE BIBLE S. S. LESSON COURSE 
of the BAPTIST BIBLE UNION of NORTH AMERICA 

BAPTIST BmLE UNION SENIOR LESSON LEAF" 
VOL. 1. T. T. SHIELDS, EDITOR NO.1. 

Lesson 6 FIRST QUARTER Feb. 7, 1926 

ApphcatiOD for entry a.s second·clUB matter is pending. 

THE MODEL PRAYER 
LESSON TEXT: Sixth chapter of Matthew. 
To be studied in harmony with lesson text: Luke, chapter 6. 

I. WE ARE TO LIVE OUR LIVES BEFORE GOD RATHER THAN 
BEFORE MEN. 

U ds charact'eristic of the wicked that "there i!S no f·ear of God :before· their 
eyes". These vl;lrses 'befQre 116 wggest that In the doing of a.lIna, and even In 
the exercise 'Of prayer, many are actuwted 'by a desi·re Ito be seen of men·. Such 
people our "Lord descri'bes as "hy·pocrites". He ad·mQnishes us', therefore, to 
Uve for the favQur of God rwther than for the favQur of moo, and to dQ 'Our 
alms as unto God~ and t'O off.er 'Our prayers in the secre.t .place. T·hiBt, 'Of 
course, dQes not mean that we 'Ought not to pray pu,bllcly; 'but dt does mean 
that true praye·r is fQr the ear 'Of God, nQt for th·e ear of men. When ·thus we 
:live ·t'O plealSe God we may be sure we shall be rewarded of our Father which 
:iJS in. ,heaven; the.relfore we have our choice w·hether 'We wilil be content with 
the rewaT'd of th'e hYiPocrite, 'Or seek oSIIlch reward as only God can gi'Ve. 

II. THE MODEL PRAYER. 

1. It iIllI addrflBMld tQthe F'ather lin heaven. We do ·well to -consider to whom 
we ipray. Is Gur Godl the. Maker of heaven and earth? Does He dwell in 
heaven.? Have we ·been. ·born again? Have we a rig.ht tQ ca-ll Him our Fa-ther? 
T·rue .pra-yer then i's a. child ·talking to his father. ,2. Prayer has In. it an ele
ment 'Of wors·hip. The name of God ds hallowed: it is 8'91; a.part. There Is 
much In a name. If one signs an'Other man's n-lllDle he is in danger of ge.tting 
into the penditellitIary. We mUSJt not ·take the name of God in vain. Christ 
has been given a name. that is above 'every name; therefQre as we pray, we 
should not take the name 'Of God lLpon 'Our lips 'lightly. It Is said that the 
ancient scribes were WQILt tQ wipe their pens always 'before they wrote the 
nllJlIle of God, 'Or 'Of Jehov·ah. There lis QPportun.ity here to enfQrce a useful 
lesson upon 'boys and girls, and to teach ·the importance of ·reverence for the 
name 'Of God!. 3. It is a prayer fQr the coming 9f the king·dom. The kingdom 
win come when the King returnlll. Thtus we are ;taught to love the appe·aring 
of 'Our Lord, 4. The rule 'Of the kingdom is defined. -God'oS kingdOlDl willi come 
when His will is don'e on earth as it j.s in heaveIL; not under compulsion; not 
'by any legislatJive powers, Ibut because men's hearts "have Ibeen changed. 
5. The dadly brea..d fQr which we pray suggests daily contact with the Source 
af .supply. When the' Prodigal was gi'Ven 'his portion 'Of gQods he wen·t to a" 
far country immedija,tely .. -Mt-er his return we ·may safely infer hoe was con
tent with his dailiy 'bread: "As thy days, so shall ,thy strength 'be" is' the rule 
'Of ·the .proIDJise. 6. We are plainly told th·at only a readiness Ito ,forgive others 
im-plies a fitnes's to be forgiven. 7. We ue nQt tQ desire temptation, but 
rather Ito ,be delivered frQm e.vil. It is folly tQ see· ·how n.ear to Itb.e 'precipice 
'One can go: it is much Slafer to keep as far away from danger as poesd·ble. 
8. A mighty argumeILt 'Of ·the 'pray8T' is that the kingdom and power and the 
glQry belQng to God, and ·therefore He :is albIe to ans'\re[l'the cry of Ins childiren. 
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III. WE ARE ADMONISHED TO LAY UP TREAS'URES IN' HEAVEN. 
It fa w&lL to remember the emphams of our Lord: He emphasized the im· 

. portance of ·the ·future ra.ther ·than of the llresent, of 'heaven rlllthoer than of 
earth. . The humanItarianism of to-day that passeso for ChriSltianity in so 
many quarters, has entirely il"9IVersed the emphasis, putting it upon. ti·m'9 ra-ther 
.thanupon EtenJ,tty. 

IV. THE IMPORTANCE OF SINGLENESS OF AIM. (verses 22,' 23.) 
An argument against the evil of double mindedne·ss. Only ·as, we are actu· 

ated by pure motives shall we have a clear vision: "If any man will do his 
wHl, he shall know of ,the .doctrine". So ·also we a1"9 warned agaJnst the 
attempt to serve two masters (v. 24). A man ml\l&t liive for etern!.ty or time, 
for God or mammon; 'he cannot Uve for 'both. The church ;cannot serve her 
Lord., and the world at the 'same time. He·re is an oPPQrtuni·ty to press the 
question. Who is your master? What is: the supreme. mOtive? What is the 
chief aim of !if&? What Is the supreme authOrity? Whose WIlli iiSllaw? 

V. AN EXHORTATION TO TRUST GOD. 
1. We must trust Him ·for the greater things,--<for life, that is 'beyond our 

control. Why not, ·th·erefore, trust Him for the lesser, eyen food and raiment? 
2. We are to deUbe:rately e~ercdse IllS faith a trust which 'is instinctive to the 
fowls of th·e air: hence the God of grace Is not less· careful than the .God of 
nature. 3. There is a suggestion he:re respecting Christ's vioew of ·the mate:rial 
universe, and the ~aws ·by which it d.& regulated. No evolutionist can use this 
Janguage. Christ hera' rerveals God as a tranlSoCendeILt Personality, whom He 
calls our Heavenly Fa-ther; and He tells lis that He feeds birds., and makes 
·tha lilies grow, and clothes the grass of the field wi·th ,beauty. To lose this 
conce,ption (Jof God is the de.BAtruction of faith, and the end of ·prayer. 4. We 
&ore to put God first In alL thing1So, with .the assurance that God will Hims'elf 
atten·d to all se·condary matte·rs. 

Publi .. hed qU<lrterly in. weekly pa~ts by the UNION GOSPEL PRESS for the BAPTIST BIBLE 
UNION OF NORTH AMERICA-Publishing office, 2375 Thurm'an St., Cleveland, Ohio. 

TERMS: Each set, a quarter, 4 cents; a year, 18 cents. 
ADDRESS UNION GOSPEL PRESS, P. o. Drawer 8BO, CLEVE'LAND, OHIO 

CHURCH AND WITNESS NEWS. 
LAST 'SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 

The attendanse at the Bi'ble .Scl1001 last Sunday morning was 1,137, incluc1· 
ing 416 in th.e Pastor's claSIS. ,Several came fo'rward at the close of the morni1l6 
sermon. In the evening tlhe church was again crowded oto capacity. Twelve 
were ibaptize·d; fourteen came forward ·at the invitation; the 'Communion Ser~ 
vice filled the entire downstairs of tbe auditorium; and forty·three new memo 
bers were il"9ceived. At the concLusion of the service, by unanimous vote, the 
House Comm111tee waS authorized to have stairs built ·from tille gallery d.own 
to the .platform at the pulpit end of the ch.urch, to fac;1litaote the response when 
an appeal is made for confessions; and also to .provide for the inevi,table over· 
fiow from the ground fLoor to the gallery in futu·re Oommunion ·Services. One 
minister of wide experience who was prese~t, said tJhat it was the largest 
Communion Service he had ev~r seen in his life. FoOr every blessin.g tJhe Lord's 
name is to Ibe praised. 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS. , 
New subscriptions continue to pour into our office, Ibut we desire to 

announce once again ;that tlJe offer of The Gospel Witness fo:r $1.00 per year 
to all new subscribers outs'i-de of Toronto still iholds, and will hold till further 
:J,otice; in Toronto, the 'su'9scriptdon price to new sUlbs·crdlbers 1.s $1.50. We are' 
sure othat our Gospel Witness famiJy will IIlnderSitand that we are doing this 
as a means of advertising The Witness. It costs us more than that figure to 
pTdnt, and we are 10Qlking .to tine Lord '00 provide us wJtlL funds to carry iOn the 
wor.k". 
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TMs issue of The Witness proV'ides an additional reason for its continued! 
;publiCllltion. The poiicy of The OanatJian Baptist, as shown by Dr. Sowerby's 
letters appearing in this issue, and wh·ich The BaPtist .refused 110 publdsh, and 
uow 'by ·McMaster UnIversity's use of their magazine to present but one' side 
of a denominational iswe, and ~fusin·g all expression to the obher, as 18 shown 
in Mr. W. G. "Brown's article, all 1P0int to the necessity of an independent organ 
of opin-io.n through whose coLumns- conscientious Baptist.s may still find expres
sion. We are glad th'lllt so many ,brethren e~preas their vdewEl in tilis wee'k's 
issue of the ,paper; and we have no doubt-. that many others wiU desire·to· use 
these .pages for a similar pur:pose. Wp. shall be gll1d ·to helllr from pastors·and 
laymen all over the -land, especially within the 'bounds of this Con·veDltloD, 
e~pressing an opinion·res.pectin·g Mr. ;Marshall?s lPOSition as shown 'by h<is 
printed utterances. 

We urge all our readers who are sy-mplilthetic with our position to help us 
to t;he utmost in. getting new sulbsoribe<rs, particularly among the Baptists of 
Ontario and .Quebec. 

III.-Baptists and Church 
Membership. 

By the REV. L. H. MARSHA'LL, B.A., B.D. 

With regard ,to baptism, on :the negative side, we reject all -theories of bap
tism regeneration. The idea that the baptismal ceremony pedormed upon an 
unconsdous infant removes the .taint ·of original sin, or tha:t it confers the gHt 
of spiri,tual life (as was maintained ·to the present writer a day or two ago by 
some Anglican clergymen), or that, as -the Roman Catholics 'hold, it bestows 
some grace tha·t is essential to salvation, we dismiss as absurd and magical, 
entirely foreign ·to the religion of Jesus Christ. As Dr. W. N. Clarke says': 
"There is no pla.ce in Jesus' plan .for deliverance ·from ·evil by any process o·f 
a magical nature, or ·by any .process that: does not imply a moral experience. 
. . . Externals do not .reach where the evil is. No such thing as baptismal 
regeneration.is conceivable within ·the circle of Jesus' ethical and spiritual id·eas. 
The evil tha-t resides in ·character must be put away, and 'the work that trans
f.orms chara-cter must be inward, intelligent, experimenta·l, recon·structive. Only 
in actual living experience ·can the escape from evil be made." T·he theory of 
baptismal regenerations has be·en pu·t to -the .test by 'Catholic priests on the 
mission field, where hea-then ba-bies-and adults, 'too-have been baptised whole
sale, and the result was precisely what ·one would expect. T·he sprinkling of 
water upon an unconscious babe never did and never. will make anyone "a 
chHd of God', a member o-f Ghri·st, and an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven." 
To regard baptism as essential 01:0 salvation or even to membership ·in the 
Christian Church is to ascrihe ·to the baptismal rite a crucial ,importan·ce for 
which -there is no warrant in 'the New Testament, or.in any truly spiritual inter
pretation of the ·Gospel, or in common sense. 

Ohrist Himself was baptized, but He do·es not appear to have said much 
about' bapti-sm. According to John's Gospel, Christ left to His . disci-pIes ·the 
task of administering baptism to new adherents. Paul quite frankly regards 
baptism as being of small importance in -comparison with conversion. He says: 
"Christ sent me not to ·baptise, but ,to preach tlhe Gospel." One o-f our main 
contentions as Baptists is to .the effect tha.t baptism cannot make people Chris
tians. Anyone who is not a disciple o.f Ghrist before being baptized does not 
become a disciple by virtue ·of that ceremony. Baptism is the mode-sanctified 
by Chris·t's example and by Apostolic practice-by whi.ch the fact of conversion 
and discipleship is publicly declared and regi·stered. T:here is no value in being 
baptized unless the per.son who passes thro-ugh the ceremony ·has already made 
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a. conscious response to the inward appeal of the Spiri.t O'f God. Baptism, in 
the true Christian sense ·of the term, presupposes conv·er'sion. To ignore ,that 
:fact .is to d,o serious damage to all the spiritual interes-ts involved. 

'phe practice of infant baptism, so,on af.ter i,ts introduction, 

. Lowered the Moral a~d SpiritUal Tone of the Church. 

During the first ,century and a 'half of its ·existence, no one could join the 
Church except by profession of ,personal .faith in Christ and devotion to. Him. 
But When people began to join 'the Churc,h in their infancy, a high moral and 
spiritual s,tandard became impossible. Every member of ,the Christian com
mun,ity became ipso facto a member of ,the Church. Thus the distinction 'between 
Church members and members of ,the Ohris'tian ,community vanished, and ever:y 
Dick, Harry and Tom, however spiritually dead, or mora-lly inert, lax, or cor
rupt, came to be reck,oned in the number of baptized Christians. 

The practice of infant 'baptism necessarily led ,to the ins-titution of god
parents, who ma:ke promises for ;the cihild that the child ·cannot make for. itself. 
But we 

,Cannot Enter the Church by Proxy, 

even though saint,s and 'angels be prepared to act as our sponsors. We can 
enter the Church only when, in. response to the appeal of Christ, we desire 
freely and spontaneously to dedicate our hearts and ,lives t'o .His allegiance. 
The case for infant baptism is' so weak, and .the ·case for believers' baptism is 
so s,trong, tha:t if the issue were considered purely upon its merits, and in the 
dear light of the New Testament, the return to :the Apostolic practice in the 
matter would be ,far more widespread 'than i.t is. ,But -infant 'baptism is so 
deeply l"ooted in custom and ,tradition, that mere iner-tia prevents many of 
our fellow ,Christians ,from taking their s-tand with us in ,this matter. 

On the positive side we hold that 

After Conversion 

baptism (u'sing ,the word .in its, etymological sense, immersion) is a real means 
of grace. Leaving out of account ,the rich spiritual ,symbolism of baptism, we 
hold that the baptismal rite· has great practical value. T,he' ·convert who wishes 
to be baptized as an act of piety ,to Christ, and' an aot of loyalty to Christ in 
smaH things, is bound to derive spiritual blessing from it. Again, a youth who 
on joining the Church is publicly ,immersed-in the presence o'f many of his 
friends and ass-ociates-is hound to t,hink ,far more seriously aoout the impli
ca,tions o,f Church membership and Christian discipleship :tihan ·one who enters 
the Church by a sort of back door, and merely receives the right 'hand of 
fellowship at a communion service. If it be true, as ,ha's been alleged, ,that .the 
Christian Hfe is ,in tenser among Baptists than among Congregationalis-ts, ,the 
reas·on is proabbly t,o ,be ,found in the JnsHtution o,f believers' baptism. It is 
wise to see to it ,that the act of joining the Church is not made too easy. Com
pulsory attendance at a Ohurch preparation .class and baptism at a public 
'service are obstacles t;hat may quite reasonably be pla'ced in the pat,h of the 
:young aspirant ,to -fellowship with the Church ,of Chr,ist. Those Free Churches 

• which, while repudia'tirig aU ideas of baptismal regeneration, cling to the prac
tice of infant baptism and invest it with ideas t!hat 'have no more to do with 
baptism as an historical institution ,than cha·lk with cheese, mis-s something of 
great ,spiritual value in not requiring of new Church members the solemn 
-pubolic pr-ofession '0'£ personal self-d'edication which believers' baptism involves. 
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Professor Marshall's Sermons 
EDITORIAL NOTE: The sermons of Professor Marshall which follow 

are not endorsed by The Qospel Witness. They of course contain much that 
is true, but are published here in proof of our contention that they set forth a 
salvation that is of works rather than of grace, and that they recognize no 

. necessity for the cleansing blood of Christ.-Ed.: of Witness . 

. WHAT BAPTISTS STAND FOR. 
A Se'r,mon Preached at Que·en's Road Church, ,Coventry, 

By the Rev. iL. H. MaTs'hall, B.A., B,D. 

OUR BAPTIST WITNESS. 
·Text: "Go ye therefore, and make disci·ples of 8111 ,the nation·s" baptfsling'them 

;in the name of the F,a.th·er and of ,the Son ·and of the Holly Ghost"" 
(Note the orde!r: FIRiST 'make disciples,' THEN ·'baptize.') 

(The passages in black t·y·pe represenJt our emphasis, not M,r. M"'rshaU's.-Ed. w.tness.) 
Baptists have attraeted a good de'al of attention of late on both sdd.e.s of 

'the At~Mltic. IndiViidual Baptists have be'en playing ·a ·conspicuous ~art in 
'world affairs. Mr. Lloyd George is a BilJptist. Mr. W. G. Harding, the Presi· 
dent of .the U.S.A., Mr. C. E. Hughee, the American 'Secretary of State, and Mr. 
J. J. Davies, the American Secretary of La'bor, ·are alil Baptists. Then, too, th:e 
·BaptJist World Qongress at Stockholm is a reminder of the perfectly remark
able growth of the Baptist ,Church throughout the wodd during the la;st few 
decades. In this country we are a comparative,ly small 'body, foor we have only 
about 250,000 members, st() that mem.bers and adherents tog'ether will amount 
to not more than a million. In America, howeve'r, the Baptists are the stronge&t 
Protestant body. Their ,membership reache,s. seven millions, and so, when 
adherents are taken into ·aecount, it will be &afe to as·sume that there are 
twenty milLion people in the States associated with Ba.ptist chureh,es. In 
Canada and dn the Colo rues, generally the Ba'ptists are ·a growing force. Most 
remarkable of an is t'he recent growth of the Baptists on the Contin,e1lJt of 
Europe. ·Contine·n·tal MethodiJSts and Cong·regationalists are so few in nnmber 
as to ,be neglIgible, 'but Contin'ental Ba'ptJists seem to be going ;forward by 1e·aps 
and ,bounds even in countTies whe're they are still Iii,able to pers'ecution. Such 
faCits a9 these surely invite us to consid!eT the secret of our success, ,for 'behdnd 
such rema.rkable ·advance there must ·be vital forces a;t work. We shaH find 
the eecret in our own distinctive witness, all,d In our peculiaT con.tnibution ·to 
the in,te'rpretation of the ChrIstJian faith. 

It is unhappily quite a common thing in. inter-denominational life to hear 
jocular remarks made., in ,all good humour, at our expense, with reference to 
our mode of 'ha..ptf.sm. But it is reall'Y just as vulgar an'd irrev·erent to speak 
in a llrivolous· manner ,alb out the· Immersion of ,believe,rs as It would ,be to ~eaJ!: 
in a &imdIar fashion about the Ordinanee of the Lord'iSI SuppeT. 'Some of OUT 
fellow-Christians regard our mode of ba'ptiSllD. as a curiou.s innovaroion-they 
overloo,k the fa.ct that we have simply !returned to Ithe practice of the eady 
Church. Others again sim,ply dismis's ·it "aSi a 'harnn~ess ·ecoeon.tricity," and thus 
sib.orw that they ,have iaHed a.1togetheT to appreciate ;the .fn'waroness of OUT 
pos·iUon a'nd the ·s,piritual emph81sfs upon, which We insist. The question at 

, issue between onrgelV'es and our fellow·Christians is not siPlply a question as 
to .the amount of wateT to 'be used in ba'pti,Sim, as to whethe,r the mode shall be 
by ~rinkling nr by immersIon. (The fil'lS,t.Engli&h Baptists sprinkled,.) This 
,question is not unimportant, for clearly the whole spiritual significance and 
symbolism of baptism are destroyed when sprinkling Is substituted for 1m· 
mersion. Baptism is essentially a symbolic act setting forth the cleansing of 
the whole being from evil and the dedication of the whole being to God. If the 
practice of ba.optis,m is to be pre98rv,ed a.t all, it 's'hould be preseTVed j'n its· 
ancient historic form, viz., .the immersion of the whole body in water, so t·hat 
the modern dis,ciple iDlay ibe baptized in PTecisely the same way 8IS. 'Chrl&t Him
selif was' ·baptized. But our essential- wi.tness lies elsewhere; We have re-
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tumedl to a 1f311i-dtual' ,pos'1Uon ·that is. nearer to <that of the Apostoldc Ohurch 
than the posItion of any other Ohurch in ·Christendom. Very near to us are the 
Oongregation,aJi.slls and the Quakers. But the former h.ave adopted Infa.nt 
baptisan.--an In.std1lution entirely foreign to the spIrit of the Ea.rly Church; and 
th-ela.tterhave aboliS'hed. 'bothlbaptismand the Oomm'lliliion service, and however 
justifiable Quaker practice may be in this regard, ·it i:s clearly 81t variance with 
the !practIce of the Apostolic Chureh-for the first ChTl1stians seem invaria·bly 
to have ,been baptized when the<y 'became Christian· disciples, and to have iIllet 
togeil:h'6r from· ,ti,me ·to time for the 'breaking of !bread,. BEfuin.d all the varied 
forms whieh it aSSlllmes,.'what is the fuooamental!prin'Cfiple for which we stand 
-the ,principle eIlJShr:in;edl in the s·ymbolism of our mode of baptism? In. S'hort, 
we hold that the centoraJ and decis:ive thing in' ·the spi-ritual lifos is, the indi
vidual's person.al rel:ationsbip to God, and th·at all 'd1isciples are alike en.dowed 
with IPOwer to 'deal directly w.i.th God. We are fun of chaor1ty for aal our fellow 
Chrisotians. We do not condemn or paSs judgment on the.ir practices, but 
sim'pl:y maintain ,that dt is: OUT right and duty <to be loy,al ,to this one funda
·men,tal principle and all dts implications. 

I. 
On the strength of this pr·inci.ploe, for our,slelves we reject .professoional 

priestcraft in every shape and fo,rm. We hold tha.t eve·ry disciple may ;be a 
prieS't unto himself. OUT mdnisteT:1li are not !priests. We do not 'bellieve tohat 
aDJY' man--oeither ,by vi-r.tue of the figmen<t o.f apostolic ,SI\lccess-ion or of eplscopal 
ord,ination-can ,be entiowed wdth priestly powe'rs which mi·Sle hIm to a spiritual 
level beyond! the reach of his fellow Christians. We maintain ,the absolute 
equality of all true .Qh'l"Istian people 'befo·roe God--a'l:~ alike can en<ter into. d,irect 
per.sonal fe1l'owship with God without the aid of either priest or sa·c'rament. 
We regard ministers as being laymen, who, 'by their fitness ,for the task and 
their sense of an inwaord caU, dedicate theilJls'eliVes to the work of promoting 
the SlPlritual welfare of Ithoeir .fellowmen. In the Ch'1"istlan lJ.Ue there is' no such 
thing as a monopoly of grace o,r a speciall<y 'PrivUeged clasSl-wh-eth'er we are 
bishops or m1ni.s.ters, t'rad·esmen or m1·ners, shepherd.s o·r s·allol'lSl, housewives 
or charwomen, as dIsciples of OhrlS1t ·we are all ca'Plllble of ,precisely the ISame 
intercourse and 'liih"ect deald.ngs with God. We do not ex-pect a ,higher standard 
of s·plritua..tity or moral ,behaviour from our ministeTIs ,than ttrom ordin·ary Church 
members. All alike have taken the same vows to the StaIllle Lord. The SlPiritual 
.heights that ·ministers may scale are heights <that all disciples can scale. All 
Christian peoplie meet on a bwsitso of aJbsolute equaolloty befOl"e God. Any disciple 
-man or women-who can preach, may preach. Any disciple-anan or woman 
-may, if the Church wi·shes, presidia a.t a communion service or administer th'e 
ordlinanee of 'believer's ·baptism. All who ·are endeavolM'ing to live in ,pe'l"SOnal 
lleil:lo.w.Slhip with God and personal loyal.ty <to Christ are alike prieSlts. Amongs-t 
such there ·are no different ran'ks or ocIasse,SI or 'Privileges, but perfect equality. 
Any disciple-man or woman-who ,feels called of Chr.ist to the ministry, and 
shows himself or herself capable of ~erclsing the min:i.sterial office, may enter 
the minisotry. We should have no difficulty in finding a Miss Maude Royden 
both a pulpit and a Church. Granted the inward call and manifest fitness . 
. episcopal ordination, is superfluous. The all-important, all-decisi~ thing 1s 
,the· sOu~'s. ,personal 'reilationship to God. 

II. 
StmdlJarly we 'believe that an ·individJual ·can 'beoome a memlber of the 

Ohurch of 'Christ OIIlil'Y Iby ih:l'S tree 'perSlOIliSl1 tiecis'ion and choice. The lSiPl"i-nlD1ing 
of wate·r IILpon an uiJlJoonaciouiSl lbaJbe by a JPil'ieSlt canoo,t make anyibody '''8 ,chl:lld 
of God, a meDliber of Christ, an'd an inheritor of the K~ngdom of Heav·e:n." We 
'cann.at enter otJhe ChnIlI1c1h. 'by tproxy, ttillougJhl'the KingI and Queen !be pl'lepared 4lo 
a,ct as OUT S'ponso~·. We 'cam. enJter the Clhurclb. only 'w!hen we w.ls.h. to e·nta.r 'by 
,the 'slPOlIltaneO'II1S and free tiiedlication of ow hi'y,es to Ohr.ilSt. The 'WiholJ..e .1lhilllg 
hinges UlPoo. the dnd'iv~d;uoaJ'® a.ttitmde. Tthaot is wihy 'W1e ,pO'S'~p()]le ,baptism until 
th~ llIltd-ilVid:ua'll WilSihes 00 !be Jr8iptizec1. We ,do. not ,BJl:Amd' for OO;U.U ibalptill.m, but 
.flOr '!beLiever"'s iIJoaiptl,san'. Anyone who sho~ a sincere desire to lead a 
.Christian life, be -he twelve years old or fifty, may jolni the Church of Christ 
and confess his allegiance In the historic way by Immersion •. Ba.ptIsm does not 
.make ,people ClhrlsltialIlso--oanyone 'W1ho. d·s not a IWi's-cltpl1e 'be.f01"e the cere1IllOlIlY 
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does nolt Ibi8'COllll6 one !by v·lrtue IO!f the ·cere.m.'O!IJ.,y~t ~s ISiJmJpLy the mO'de. by 
which they publicly declare their sincere desire to be the followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We looLd tIhds ,prdn,cl!Ple . .to 'be oil vital im'po;rtance. lit is dmQ,aed' an 
hfistori;c fact ifJhat nJO,thing in the ihistory 'Oif the lCih'llJl"cn ih.aJs so ,ten;dIeid 00 lJo!wer 
the mOll"a'l a1lld s!pi·IiIluaE 'oone (If the Clhurch as' tlb.·e ·introdlU'Cti'O,n. 'Of inflllnt ib'IIIJI
,tiSlIll. DuIl'ing ,th·!l tinst centua'y QlD.Id 'a haJif' (llf dlbs eXlis,ten'CIe~ is. the case in 

. i3aPtilSt Oh'll!l"Clhes .to-day-no one CiOIUIld jodn Itlle CQLuroh 'exoopt iby pro,feosaion 
'OIf ,personaJ: faLllh in Cihr.iJslt aIiJdJ d'evOltion to Hiim·. Oonsequen,tly!tJhe :sta.n,dasrdl of 
Chri'stian Icha,.i'oa.OOer wa:s iMgh. Bull; wihen peopLe Ibegan 00 jodn ·the ,Cb,u.rcih 'by 
lbaJpti-sm dn their inlfan,cy, a mg'h :mKl'l'aJ a1lld I!'pIiIrdtu:ajL iSltandard· ,bec3.lIl'ie ilm!poos's· 
,tbl'6. Ev,ery mem'be'l' iQf !I:Ib.e Ctha'dst1an ,COIDlLtIl'lliIl·Lty !became Ijpso !Iia-cto a memlhell" 
of the Ohul'lcih. TihJws. tlle ,ddffer.ence 'between :the CihUl'lCh and ;th'e 'CommoU-ni,ty 
.liaTg:eily 'Vanished, and, ,peOlpole of low ICIharacter. were neV)ell'lthel1es.s reclroned In 
tille n'lllllllber of IbaJpti~ed Clhdsotians. It ,ha:s 'been assertedl !tJh:wt the Chr1S1tian liiJf.e 
118· :intenser aJIllon'g 'Bapt1s,ts, ltJhan eve·n ·a.mIO·ng lCoo:gire.gation,aIiets, simply be,calllS,e 
iob. t.he ,00000iOf Bwpltists lba!ptasm ~s deferred un.til yellll1S1 'Of dd's·creotiun are .rEmchled·. 
It is clear that a young person who 'Is, publicly baptized at his own choice isj 
'bound to think far more seriously of what Church mem.bership involves than 
one who, ;havlng been baptized in infancy, later on simply receives the right 
hand of fellowship at a Communion service. TllmS! we cling Iten'aci-o'llsily ·to 
It:he A:postO'lic P!l"in,cl!plle ,till'at no ,pri6lSlt and no ibwptlsma.l ceremony 'ca.n make 
IIIny:boId;y' a memlber (If tille Ohurch (If ·Ch·rj,sit. Nothing cwn, .d(l tlhat 'b-ll't the 
in-dliv,idiU·ail.',s OIWn fPElil'sona·lo clilO,i,ce and' pE!II'IsonaL dl8:sire ,to ,be a true ,e\oi-s·ciple and 
.s,ervan t 'OIf J eeus Cihrist. 

IH. 
DUJI" attiWde on the question of',cr,eed:s -is ,s,im.ply ,a,n. IIIPpHcatwn of. the one 

'eslSent1aJ1 IprnncilplJe wlhiClh 'lliIlde.rloieso OUa" 'W'h'Oae reldgiioUle: life. We ,have n-o d'efi
niotely ifIOrm'll'lated 'm"ee,d 'Wihicll is Ib~·nidlng, €tJ:t!her ulloQ,n m·iniosteros. or Clhu-rch mem
bers. We do iIlIOlt insist on adherenCie to ,bhe Ti!J.,i-r.ty-nine Articles 'OIl" to bhe so
call-ed Apostles' Oor Nd'cene or AthaIlaiSdan Creed·s. We do nOot take u.p this atti
tud'e ibecause we '9UiPpose tih-aot.it does not .matJller wib.at a man lbelJieves .. We:Me 
3IS aldve al9 an;y ot.'hjelr e:ectron olf Jtihe Ohocch Oif (furis,t :to the rCaJct that :W1hat a 
man !bel:iev'es is a v,f,talll<y ,imlpOlI'ltant IIl'IIJtter. Bwt all that we inslSll: on is per
sonal loyalty to Jesus Christ---,glrante,d' tih&t. evell"Ylbod'Y ihs,'s m:n .lij;ber;ty, IMs 
creed diS .a matter .between himself ·and God. W-e ·agree with Tennyson when he 
said: "It -Is do'mlpo!S>sdlble to imagine .t.haJt tlhe AJ,m·lgIh.ty wdIa 81S'kyoo when Y'O'Il 
OOIIlJe ibedioTe Him in 'the nen J~;fe 'W1hat your pa,rttdcu!ilar fu'rm 'O,f ,creed Wia'S," The 
-essentiIaP till.j.ng ·is tJhe earn,est Ipra,.yeil'lfwll endeavol\lll" !by God,'1S grace :tJo lead a 
CihIl"istllDkie ~life 'in am IdioIIlleatllC', Ib'llSiness 6nd ·SIOcia·lIll"ell/llllioD,slhiPlS. ·'rnI.'Il'S of.t comes 

, 

oIIIboo.t that in· the 'Balpths.t ChUJI'looea th,ere i,s' a Il"·e.zna,rmb:le ,SJpdl!'litlliltl uni,ty in lSIPite t. 

oad! a g'1l".eat dliveT:sity of thoug1b.t. Some of our people are theologically the 
narrowest of the narrow, while ot;hers are the broadeSJI: of the broad, but all are 
one In personal loyalty and devotion to Christ. We hold, for I'nstance, that the 
Christian disciple Is free to adopt the Hebrew trad"ition 'about the creation' If it 
satisfies h:;'m, or the teac:hing on that subject of modern science. He' is free 
. to interpret the Scriptures by any method which commends itself to h·le judg-
ment as true-he .can follow the so-called orth.odox method, or the method pur-
sued by modern scholarship. We are not In any way bound by the trad,itlons of 
t!1e past, but are perfectly free to welcome all light a.nd truth from· wh.atsoever 
quarter they come, lin the sure confidence that al,1 llight Is God's light and all 
truth is God's truth-. Living in personal loyalty to· Christ, we have at the same 
time open minds for all new tr:uth which God vouchsafes to' reveal to mank'lnd 
thr.ough any channel. 

i'V • 
. As a reS'Ult too, of our onJe Ifu.·nd·a.mental princi.ple, w·e hOJd that. the ind·ividual 

'oIDemlbel'lS 'W1ro 'OODIIPD'Be It/h.e Cihurch are q:Uli.te CI(JIIIlJpE!Itent to manage their 0WII1 
:affadrs 'WI1't1!J01u!t 1ntel'lfoell"6nce mm. outsdd·e, Unlilke :t'b .. e AngUcan 'Chlllroh, 'WIe are 
pel'lfectliy dlree to ,OOnd.1Wt 0I1U" iplWbJii.c wOorsiMp d·n· IIIny way wib.,iClh oommenll's itse1lr 
t'O oiu.r j'llQ,gme.nt and eX!pl8r.ience .a'S ibeing' ,till,e 1ID.I000t iSlPiII1!.tu18.liLY ihili1pdlurn anKJ, !bene
fi·6IaJ],. We are lP6J"feotly £ree topra.y· aa we are 10ed Ito ,pray, to TeaJd. tihe J.El/BISooe 

. 'ivie cih()i()S'e :to il"ead. To ihaTe ·every ·Item of pu.b-lde w:orSIh1p-every form or 
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,prayer, every Ilesson'-defip.itely IPrescr.:lbed' BIlIIdt :r:igLdWy fixed !by ]a,w·, dis, in 0IUIl' 

juid;glment, t!b.e I3Iwltifi'caJti;on of WIOIl"S1Mp :a~d tJhe !P6'M!i'Y'lI'iS of ·taLe .lSp1rlt. We 
r.eject in rotD tt!he mea of Strut-a ,control. A ,Sltate-ooDlt.rolliedi 'c:h'l1ll'!c:h. .lis a-pt to 
,booome an. externaL ,iIllstitution in rwihdJch "o.oo:er ,iIs iIIlIOll'e 1mpo.:rItant ·than oSIpdorit, 
:!loom 'IIIJOIl"e. iJmJPOl'taoDlt tJhaot ,s'\IlOostaJn'ce., 'OIbedJien<le of lIDlQIre valiue ltihan :tr.utth." 1if 
'We W'isoh oCC8isd,OOl.aIJIy ,to .uSia a ,praye'r If rom tlhe 'Prayer Book we are If.ree to do 
08'0. We are no.t an any wa:y, :bo.und. IJf we w,ere ·to dleclde-a otohiDJg .i;mjpoos.&ilble 
11;;0 'oonte,~plate~bh.at ,an ,ela.'boorate ritual, the olilglhtlng of ,CIIIJlId;loes" ltih.e IBurni-ng 
o,f IiIllCenosle, Ipl"IocoaS!Sqons, a:n,d! ,gor,gOOUlSl v.esbmenlts 'W1OIIlILd Ibe helaJJfu!~ to 'IllS In our 
woonslh:iJp, 'We 1Sih0000d be ~lir.ee to adopt ,tJhe,IDl, and nO' oOIUtstdoe authoority IWIOlUild· bve 
llhe orioglht ltD intenvene. -

'Ve ,hOild, :booOl, ·tJh,at the IIlllelm'bers ,of a Cihlllooh a.re OOIDlpa1lenit 00 CIhoase Ibhe~r 
()W,R' ,m'in,ister, a-nd toh'at j,t is. h,ul'tfuI -too ,the h~'8st dnteT'elsts oodl t'he Chl11'Clh. wihen 
a minister illl foiJSltedo ,upiOn ~,t !by a bis!hop or any (Ifutsdld.e 'aultib.:oo-ity. The .relation
SiMp .1be.t'Wl8en mini'S'tm" oa'ilidi IpeiO~Ie is oSlO d'n·MmaJte iallJdt. ,SIO' ,d'eliC8ite, otih·at it Us 
esosenotli.rul tJhat the 'PeDlPlJe ",ho !ooIist:itUJte :a ICJh.Uoro'h Is!hOUJldl Ihoa.ve the mindlSlter of 
their 0W'Il oCilroice. We stand for ,the 'democratic 'Pl'!!IlJcJ,pl!e in' Olll\lJl'lClh 'Life. :m&dh 
,true ,doi's·ciJplJe Ihas an eql\l!lll il"ig,ht w,ith the .mi'llilSIter a'oo :Ms of'ellow mem!benB to 
a vO'ice lill 'C:hu,rcih manag·e.ment and oontrol. 

v. 
JUISIt as -we atrE!o.ilS ,bhe l'iglhts of the 'in'dtiv·idua~ 'in. our own OhoUl'qheS', '!lO ,we· 

res'pect otJhe wt;,ti!tud~ of tiros,e w,ho thion'k. od<iffereDltly IfJrom, 'OIUIl'SleLvle9. T.he BWPtf,sot 
Ohurch dis ilie o.n~y oone 'DIf otohe oLder Clhurehe:Sl ,tJhaJt ihasl nev,er. Il)enJeCIUtOO' tihoOs,e ot 
anotJhe.r·'per,Souasdon,. Tille il"eOOll"d' of t'h'e RoIl'IIIJa:n CaJtibIoIl'tc Oh'lllr.oo d'n ,tJhis regvd 
is gdm.an 1ihe extname •. Th'e AIilglican Clhurch. cond'emned ,some olf (),'\Ill" 'Pionee'!". 
too the lSIC'&:lfoOll.d" oJloOIIIle ,tt . .sentenced ,to ,the 'pillory .and 'SihocltiIl1g ll00rms of 'RlI\l!U· 
~atioon, hnmdroos it 'seDlt ;to ,gJa().1. Duri;n.g 1Jhie Prtwl,tllln Re·voluroion ev·en Itib.·e 'Con
glI"egatiOlIl.a'Lists and: 'P·r,eslb}'!tell"ians: 'I'\~ere -inc~ined' to Ibe ISlOODJe"'1hat otY'l"an.n:ieoal to 
Ohl"li&tian lpeoi'p~e in OltJh'e.r ·'camlIPs. But w!hatever 'OII1r faultS' oaolld od.·6Ife·ot;s may mave 
been and ue, we Ihave ll"e8lSon to !be 'proOud tilat ''''8 ill'av,e IlIever !been a. Ipel1s,ecUJt· 
ing Clhru.rcoh. We ihav'e alJways respected the ri,gdl.ts oif ·~nd,ivid,ual judgment. 
E1u:ntJb.ell". it 'was BaJptilStJs wthJo were the first :to !oh:ampilDln :the cn uS'e of :IlWl 
reUg:ioolsl1Jbeflty. Dt ,lis' ·t'he undque dlios,un;cUou 'o;~ ,tlhe flIrst London Ba'Ptis~ C'hUorclh 
that Ifrom its' '1I.l:ttlJe d,ingy meetin:g-lh'O'\lIs,e, SillIIlewlhe.re in Old London, the're 
fiashed OI\lIt, ji'rst ,in EngJo&IlId, ,tJhe 'rubsQl ute d'o'ctrille .of .reil.igiO!UIJ liberty.'" FoOr 
Leo-n8Jl'ld Buslher, 'a lIIIIetmlber of tM9 OhtU1Ch, it 'poor man, l'abouring ofi!llr 'Ms d~ly 
bread, ilsosl\led' a paoIIlllihlet m 'Wth;ich Ihe lS,ta,tedi ItJhaJt U lShouij'Ci be "law-ful ofor any 
pOl'son 'Or (penlOolll9, yea, JeWis and Pla!plists, .to 'VirUe, dIspute, confer .and reason, 
print 'and 'pUiblolSlh an,y matter tOl\lldhi'rug relig!'c).R." 'S~milarly in America it WIUI 
a' Baptist, 'Rogm' W11i1:i:ams., wh-o fiI"lSlt ·decla.l'oo fur ,fuli reQ1'giotls Mo'bel1ty for all. 
. ' So in ·the !'('lig:oo~'I' Tealm we 'Plll1sue !i IPo~icy of liv~ aud Ie·: l!v~ We (!uieUy 

but firmly hQld to QUI!" own oonvioc1ionos alS 'tJh·e most 1l"80'l.sonalJle and' sound and 
san,e and "-lpk!tual that otJhe Oh:rdsJtl;an man ·can Ihoold,; w,til0n:; quarreUlng wIth 
Ithose ",'b<l :fE-ei ,they IlIeed ,tJb.e lb.eIbp of el'lll'b()raJte ri'tual, pr.iestI.y powerol5!, and 
.sacrnmentar-ian 't;II8lCes. We \have a. g,rea-t 'h,li9tory--<tJh.e a:U,tJhllT of 'thoe "Pilgrlm~s 
Progres.s'· was a Baiptiost, the !pi'Oneer of modoern mi,s'siOons 'W1IS a Ba.ptIst-and 
,'e '.!,eHeve ~hat God ihals a g:reat worlk for nos' yet to lIIocompUs,b in the world. 

SERMON 
By Professor L. H. Marshall of McMaster University. 

Delivered on the morning of Sunday, December 00, 1S25, 'before the Oongre· 
,gation oo,f Central ·Ba.ptist Church, Toronto, in the Castle iMemorial 

'Cha.pel, IMldMoaste-r Universitoy. 
(Srenogra.phiClaitty reported by Berryman, EmuSOIl' & Co., Parliametlla.".y, CoIIII't 

anli General Reporters'.) . 

" This mQrning I 'want oto sa.ya word or two a:bout the spiritual message 'Of 
"Ch.r.i8tmas, and, I ~ropose ,to 'base my remarks 'upon a sent.ence in 1ihe Epistle 
to the Galrutians, Oha:pter 4', verse 4: '''God sent llortlh: 'his Son, !born of woman." 
Th-is text reminds us of vhe t,rut'h on which we ,generally 'base the very <i!lntre 
D·{' the faith of the Christian church. . ' . 
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The coming of Jesus Ohr,ist" to this earth of ours was an altogether un~que 
'act of God. Christ was not a prophet of his age; he did not emerge out of 
the circumstances of his Vime; he was not simply one who happened by one 
of -the accidents of hlstory to develop into an amazingly 'spiritual mind and 
vdrtuous person. He ·is not to !be regard'ed as a great. man who did a great 
work in the realm of reli-gion just as Co;pernicus did ,in the realm of astronomy 
or Shakespeare in the realm of letters. 'He is not· toO be thought of as a man 
of supreme achievement 1n the quest after' goodnes's and after God. Nothiing 
of the sort. His position is ;un,ique. As P8Iul says, God sent his 'Son. The 
DiV'ine Hel-per took pity upon ou,r race, laid aside h-is heavenly attributes, 
entered into our w'orld, clot4hed himself with. o-ur flesh, and after living a peer

·.less !-ife, after teaching with accents never heard ,before oOr since, iIle eventually 
·sacrificed himself for us men an-d for our salvatioo,n on .the ero·ss. 

And the advent o-f ,this Ch,rist to our world is the event which we a.rll 
celebra.ting to-day. God sent forth his Son. The significance of Christ·. it is 
im.possible toO exhaust, ·but there are just tWoO t'houglhts-I have no doubt there 
are many more but one cannot. say everything in a sermo·n-there are just two 
IIhil'Ughts envisaged in this ,text to which I want Ito call your attention this 
morning. They are very simple tho.ughts too. ·But it seems to me ·that. 'here we 
get the essential 'splrituM message of Christmas: Je.sus came to show us what 
God ,is Uke. And on the oth.er hand, we need to remember that Jesus also 

. came 1Y.> show us the possibmUes of this human nature of ours unde·jo GoOd's 
redeeming grace... '. . . '. . ,.;: ~'.':', . 

Now, both those thoOught'S are contain·ed! in these words: Goo sen.t· forth 
his Son, ,born of woman. Let us look at the li.rst: God sent forth his Son . 

. Whatever other purpose God may have had in mind, iI ·thdnk there is no 'd'oubl! 
that the main purp'ose was that we might become personally acquainted woith 
God, th·at we might k:now the love of God. <It has ,been very 81ptly said. i·ha.t. 
truth has ·to become alive and ,be seen walking among men; tl'uth can be 
effectively revealed only through ,personality. !Bishop Westcott,. 'great scho,lar 
as he was, toestified: that iIle o,wed far more to ·the living voice of Christ than ·to 
the dead letter of books. W:hat. 'he meant, o-f co.u'rse, was that he had· learned 
more t'h,rough personaJ.f.ty than h.e ,had· ever learned in any other way; and I 
suppose we wUI all say the same. All those powe·rful influences thllit.ihave 'been 
'brought to bea:r on your life and on mine are personal influences. As George 
Eliot so very beauVifully sa,id: ·Ideas are Ibut 'p'o·or ghOlSts; we cannot discern 

·t.hem; they pass before us in thin vapour and cannoOt make themselves felt. 
But sometJimes' .they are made fiesh, they come to us in a person, and then th.eir 
pTesen·ce is a power: they Slhake us like passion; we are .drawn to them as 

.flame is drawn to flame. 
Aimless theor,izings albo'llt kindness would, pro·bably leave us cold;' bull we 

. cannot possibly get into touch woith one in whom the spirit. of kindness is 
veritably 'incM·nate without feeling .that the milk of 'kindness flows more freely 
t'hrough our own veins. Merely to witness a fine act of self'conllrol is' of greater 
inspirational value than all th.e essays that were ever w,ritten or all the sermons 
that were ever preached on self-con·trol. '1'0 enter i·nto felIows'hi.p and personal 
contact wdflh one who is fihe soul of integritY, the soul at honour, the soul of 
purity, acts on our courses just as weeding IliCts on our gardens. Truth comes 
mil·st effectively through perso·nal. contact. It must 'be l'ived lbefore it really 
-infiuences illS in any very ·great degree. 

iSome of you men here might desire to .buy a volume of ·the world's g:reatoest 
claSsical sermons, and say to yourselves: -Now, we will stay at 'home and' read 
these on Sunday mornings instead of goin.g to church. ;aut let me urge you 
to l'eIIlember this, you will gain far mo·re spirltwly even by listening to the 
feelble'discourses of a -truly deV'Out man of God than ,by flhe mere' reading of 
classical sermons at home; for this Simple reason, truth that comes warm and 
vital witih personality has an arousing power· that the dead letter of the .prin,ted 

. page can neve·r possess. And thaI! is why in a reli~ous sense a little child can 
'be far mil·re dee,ply aroused by -the chlld's ·contact with oOne in whom religion ds 
inC8Jl'nate, is nQlbly and radiantly and beautifully active, t'han through all the 
creeds and all tille catechislll8 that were eVeT drawn up: Tihat is w·hy a devout 
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mother, Living in fellowship' wUlh God can do more for bh~ religious develop
ment' of her child than any system of 'religious education. Religion must reach 
the. child th·rough personality. Yes, brethren, don't ytOu see how true it is that 
truth" ineor,porate . in a lHe has Ii. power thall mere wbstract ·truth cannot, does 
not possess? . . '. . . 

You' ·know this iprinciple, which ·is (lne of the most obvIous, applies' just as 
muCh to the truth' about God. ;It ·,is quite oleai' bhat. ·there· was' a knOWledge of 
God before Ch.rist·came,·,but it was very imperfect, it was very inadequate .. Trhls 
knowledge of God after a fashion obtains in the heathen world to-day, where' 
Christ 'is ·no-t 'known, ·but it ·is ve·ry imper-fect, ·v·ery inad'equate, 'very vague, 
Very' dim, very 'Sohad,owy w,ithout Christ. As Dr. T. 1M. Glover has said:. With
out Jews .Christ God would! be little more than an "8Jbstract ·noun. I think thlllt 
is a very profoun·d saying . 

. It is quite true, of course, thall 'men t,he wide world over from the most· 
cultured' .philo-so.pher to tlJ:J.e very a-udes't savage are BIt times more or less con
sci'o:uSo'of'some mysterious spir.itual· power-mysterious but real, unseen yet nOlt 
unfelt-YSSJ, a ,power i'nscrutable. It is 'certainly something not to be .d·espised 

. when: a grea.t 'historian' after' surveying' ·the· history of the past . can tell us that 
.. the latest. history o·f the· world' rev·ealil the ·fact that there is ·a moral! powe'r 

. presi:d,ing: over the desti·ny of men and nartions; that 'liistory ·-itself makes it 
·perfectly"·cleaor that we 'live in a moral order under a moral gI(}vernor; that 
righteousness, and righllaousness alone, can exalt nations; that nations thBlt· 
do. evil perish; that .a11 cruelty and oppression, aU falsehood and fraud, all -lust 
and vanity, have to be piJ,d for at an awful price -in tlie long run. When a 
great .-historian tal·ks Uke tha;t wbout ·histo~ to-day there is a value in his 
message; Ibut'it ,is' a someWihall vague and shadowy conoeption of Go-d. 

T·o my miIid too it is very delightful and very a-efreshing -to noUce nowadays 
how many men of science are talking in a similar way, telling us that the very 
world in whiab. we live, apa.rt altogether f1"om the .Bible, apart altogether from' 
Jesus Crurist, is a manifesbation that·there is a creative power behind all things,' 
a dire:cting mind presiding over all, and a great ,pur.pose pervading all thin·gs;· 

o thaot chance ·is after aU .but a direction that we cannot see, that aU llhe ap.parent 
dJscord is sim.Ply harmony and is I).·ot understood. One of· the very ·greatest in· 
-Ms aast work ,began witlh these Unes: 

God ca;rnate ro.se, 
ISO tlb.at the stO!l'Y ,be 

The miglhty tide of being fIows 
Th'rough co-urutless channels, iLord, from Thee. 

Another, ·for instance, said:. He regarded this visible world of ours Simply as 
the living wor:k of a tr:anscendent god. Oh, yes, there is a knowledge of God 
in that direction I think; and it is well to nOltice how sometimes men of a 
very agnostic temper frequently 1lestify in strange ways-in what to you and 
me is so vague, so s:hadowy, so unsatisfactory-that they have at any rate some 
e:x;perience 'of God. One of them, ·for instance, speaks of an unknown something 
sucking him up. 

:SluortIy ·before I left En·gland a number of pulblic men wrote to one of' tJhe 
lead·in·g newspapers articles un-der the llitle '~l\IIy Religion." AliI these men were· 
out of fellowship with the ChriSotian church. They had a religion, vague and 
shadowy I know, but a religion, and the interest-ing tMng, I thought, was how 
they all spoke of God, of the reality o-f God. They did not seem to know God 
very well. Even a man like Arnold Bennett Said: Oh, yes, I am quilla clear 
about God; -the Law .governs scientifically, the Universa.l ·Mind-me and my: 
own conscience in me ltestify. of God. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle said: Yes, thqS 
marvellously -ordered universe' postulates a 'central i.nte1l1gence. He is q'uite 
Sjlre of God. He may not ikno.w much about God, 'but he knows about Hlim. 

It is .better to have vague ideas .o.f God than no ideas at all. It i's better 
to .th·ink of· God as a power in Ibhe darkness of whom we guess than ·to haw 
no. thought. at al,1. Inspi,red ·it is wlthd~ i·ts 9W.n limits. Wlhen a man Uk" 
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Matthew Arnold speaks of God as a ;power, a power wl·thln ou·rselves that makes 
for righteousness, is there one of y{)U here llhis morning who he.s not feU in 
his own· ·heart an expel'lence of tihat kind---some strange, mysterious power 
within ourselves making for r.lghteousness? 

To me the Inner li-gillt, th.e dnner voice, ·the mysterious spiritual 1Ill'ge for 
righteousness, is to ·be rememibel'ed among the su.preme ·realities of exIstence. 
n ,Is quite· true that God approaches us in many ways, and none of the ways 
are to be despised. And yet, brethren, let us ever 'l'Smember ,that. the message 
of Ohristmas Day is ,thiS, tihat God sent his Son that we lII1iglvt; rea.l:ly ,know 
him. The truth. SIbout .God dn Jesus comes ·to us dn a ,person, In the su.preme 
Person---G()(l sends his Son tlo us. 

We see the Ught, the knowledge, the glory of God in the face of Jews 
Christ. Y{)U can IlJever be any .longer In dou'bt aSl to the precise nature of God 
when you ·know· Ch.rist, bee'ause God SSJJl,t forth ihl& Son. To gaze into the face of 
Christ is to gaze into the face of God. To un·derstand tihe character of Christ 
is to understand the character of God. To hear the· voice of Chl'list ds to hear 
the voice of God. To follow Chl'ist is to follow God. To do the wHI of Christ 
is ·to do Ilb.e will of God. IOh·rist came Ill) us out of . the very illeart and centl'e 
of the universe tha.t he might make God kn·own. ,to man. The 'Creator, the Ruler 
of the WlOdd, in whose hands .are all the issues of our Hfe, in Christ .spea:ks to 
us and to all mankJ.nd. 

God sent his Son. Christ is ,the one instance· of t'he perfecll shin"ing of 
God's light, the perfect fusion of the human and the di.vine, the full ind·welling· 
of tlb.e Godh.ead.. '!bat lis why I love those woms of .Martin iLluther's: He who 
wou~d ·know of God:, let hjm gil)- to ·the manger. 

ISo It is tlrue t'hat jn Chl'ist alone we get t.o know God, not as a moral power 
or 8. central i·ntelligence, OO·t as Father, as Friend·, as Helller, as ISaviour. And 
t.hat is not mere sectarian dogma, ·that .is not mere speculative t.heology; it is 
. sometihing that can be verdl1:i.ed. I W1O,uld noll 'Preach .it if ,it cou.J.d not Ibe verllfied. 
No,·I will not preach speculative theology for anybody; ,I want something that 
can 'be verifled. I can verify tih:is, and I WiiU tell you how. (Remember, Ibrethren, • 
that the more you and I fo~l()w Jesus Ohrist by God'·s 1n1finite grace, Vhe more 
Chl'istHke you and I become through the Holy Spirit's energies, the mo.re 
Ch·rdstU.ke in ciharact.er and in conduct, the deeper, the ·intens·er, the sublimer, 
the rlciher our knowledge of God and our sense of God. You can pull that ,to the 
test by experience. Yes, .God sent his .son that we might .know the Father. 
Wha.t 1s life withoot God? The moSJt 'iIl1iP'O,rtant ,th,ing for all of 'IloS is to know 
God. God' sent h·is Son tihat we might know God. 

On tille othBl" sIde, ille was· ,born of woman. T·h.8Jt means Ihe took on the 
nature of man. :And rememiber wha.t that means. It means that .God sent his. 
Son to ·take our -human nature. Why? Wen, that he mi-glvt; :reveal the spiritual 
destiny lOt man, i.n order that Jesus might show to tJhe world what God can 
rna-ke of ·this human nature of ours when cOIIllpletely handed over to Mm. 
Remember, ou'r Lord was very wonderiul and very ·beautUul. He was born of 
8. woman. He took on ou·r .human nature 00 show us that it could be made 
mag.n.illcent.. Oh, is not that gll()ll"ious! 

I know some poople wliU say: Oh, -it is not. the gospel. Yes, it is the 
gospel. Wh.a-t is Ihuman d·estiny? !A.cco·rding ,to the Apostle Paul-and I do not 
·think Pau.} was a· herellic; I am 'Pl'epared to 'be a heretic df he was one-
acco·rd,inog 11:0 iMm it is to grow unt.o the perfeDt man, unto the measure of the 
sta.ture of the fulness of Ohr.is-t. That ma·kes ldfe worth Hvin'g. 0'11., that makes 
life inllnibely worth living: if ,that is· ,t/he destiny, if that is the goal of the 
'believer; to grow 'Unto the 'Perfect man, unto the mea8UTe o·f .the statulTe of the 
fulness of Ch·rlst.. . 

W-e could! .not have hoped, we could not have believed that, it ·would have 
,been too.gOOd tlo be true Ibut fo·r the fact that Jesus -Christ Mmselt, God's Son 
was ·born of ~man-to(}k this Ihuman nature ().f ourg. Remember, he not only 
was 'born of woman; he was bo,m under circumstances amazing. . In looking 

. at. that we must fi1"9l; of all get orld o·f the 'bado of glory t:ha.t has gathered around 
the manger since the bi·rth <of Christ. (Music and! artl and' poetry have vied with 
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one another to invest that early scene in our Lord's life w~tJh a majesty and 
splendour that it never ·really possessed. 

iN·obOdy would have' ex,pected, that the c(}ndoitions of ·the 'bir,tlh of Goo's Son 
in this world of 'Ours would have 'been such as they actually were-obsctm"e and 
.lowly .to a perfectly enraordinary degree. He was iborn of a poor pea.sa.nt 
woman who !had just traD1iP6d all the way fro·m Galilee to Judea. He was .born 
not even amid the mean oomfor~s of a coun11ry 'cottage; he was born in the 
-,vretched: courtyard: of an orienqw caravanseryr, a place where the cattle dwelt. 
So far 1L9 we can judge h:is. mother waS! so poor .that ,she (lOuld nOit afford .to ·have 
a : nur.se or an attendant; .when her little' ·boy was' 'born, w-ith her 'Own hands 
she wra.pped tJhe little mite In liJWaddles and laid Mm in a m.anger. 

I ·th1Dk lif the arrangements for the birth of God's Son had· been ·in .the 
hands '(l.f man i·t would have been very diif1~erent, for man wC)uld have decided 
that U. musll take place in a 'pa.lace amid comfort and J'Ilxury; Ibut. God desIred' 
that it should take place in a manger, and that .tlhe Iboy should be brougiht u.p 
in a peasant's !home. And: if man could have decided:, he who was going. to do 
such a great w'Orld-wide work would have been born ·in a great cosmopGlitan 
centre and brought. dnto -touoh wivh .the highest cUllture and 'Ilhe 1l.nest education 
and wOl\lId: Ihave had intercourse with all the leadel"s C)f mankind!. God: decided 
othel"WiJse, he decided that 'his' Son shOtUld 'be .born. in 'One of the ob&curest 
cOrners of .the worlid.' If man had decided·, GodJ's Son would have 'been free from 
ipOverty and: from hard: boH; but God desired it otherwise. His .son was to 
have nC)t-hing in tlhe way of vrhat is commonly caUed worldly privileges and 
wwldIy advantages. No one' Should be 81ble to say ·that .the lbeauty of Ihi·s life 
and ·tJhe sublimity of ihis message and teaching were due to tJhe glor.il)us worlday 
tr.iJbute tJhat he enjoyed:. It W81S to be made .perfectly clea.r tJhau all the glory 
was d:ue too h1s own .spirit~just to h.is own spirit.. He was 'born of a woman 
-ay, lC)wly. . 

. You know, yoU and I are a.pt to assume that ·for anything very heroic and 
noble 'W01'Ildly posses·sions. 'and influence are essent:ia-l. It is well to ·r.emember 
that' One who led the suibUmest life on earth ·knew no.Vhing of those ·things at. 
a!l. It reveals the aatent moral and, spiritual ca.pacity in ihuman naw·re, a.part 
from those advenbLtious aids lO·f educaMon, social position and wealth. He 
made it clear thereby that in life the lowliest of the lowly that is brought under 
the control of the s.pirIt of God aJbsolutely can become f!iUblime. It was a great. 
message. That Is why he was sent in llhat way, because' afte·r all, wlhat are 
·the ol\l:hvard' signs of our Lord's divdnIty? I am spealcin'g now. not of meta,. 
physical qualit.ies but (l·f mO!l"8il attri·butes. TIlle' glory of Jesus was one with 
the glory of ·the Father. iRiB gracious charity, his good· wnI, his ibound-less love 
embraces all, 801', the outcast 'and! "bhe harlot, it passes all national and racial 
bounds and enoo·mpasses ;all ra.ces. The ma.gnificence of Ihds love maui.fested 
His loyalty to the 'Win of God', his fidelity to his' positi'(ln. Nothing could daunt 
him to carry out the work of ihis heavenly Faroher, whatever it might oost !in 
.1Ihe way .of shame, suffering, the agony of the ibloody .sweat, tJhe crown of thorns, 
the crose-he could goO through anything 60 long as. 'he kne'W he was doing 

. his FatJher's will. Those are ·the moral attri·butes that testi·fy the divinity of 
Christ. . .. 

The divine moral qualUies are very simple, th.ough otJhey are very profou.nd. 
You ·remember ihow Tennyson in hil? Ode to the 'Duke'of W'ell'ingtlOn says: . .. . 

'And, as the greatest .only a're, 
In his simplicity sublime. 

I sometimes tMnk when I read Joihn's' gospel that the 'greBitest attribute of· 
Ohrdst was ·his simplicity. Do y'!lU kn(l·w, IbretJh·ren, 'because those divine moral 
Qual1bles are so simple you and I have' a chance to lbecome the .clLildren of 
God; yes, to lbe the Il"eal children of God·. I know there must always !be Q vast 
distinction between Christ and the most ,perfect Chr·istian. !He lis ·the finrt"liorn; 
you and I can never attain to any place among his many brethll"en. But remem
ber,' you and I would miss vhe spi·ri·tual message of Ohristmas Day unless we 
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realized vitally and vi·vidly that when Ohrist, God's ,S'on, was Iborn of woman 
he revealed tbe sublime pos'si'biIities of. our human nature; we are iheld .to be. 
reaJ. children of God!. 

Willen he ~as ,born of woman Ohrist 111uSttrated ·the eteTD'al, ever-operative 
.law i()f dncarnation. It.is a law ever o-perative, becllluse what does it really 
mean? '1 wish we could simplify our termin·ology. You know, this'lhi-gh-sound
,ing w,o,rd "inclllrnation" .is really very simple. Tlbe .great :pUl'pose of God is 
in·carnation. What is. that but expression in human ldfe? Thlllt is wlbat God 
w~~ts, eX'pression in human life from fi·rst to ~asrt. In my life, ,in your Hfe, 
Chl'ist came to show us :perfectoIy how it could ibe done. 

How God can fin·d 'expres'sion in man,-tihat is one of the .gioo.rio-us elements 
of the Christmas message.. He came to show us Ihow 'the spirit. 'Of man could: 
.be controlled by ·the spIrit of God so tihllit the hates what >God bates and wills 
what God wills and can only IIhin.k and say and do what Go·d: wills he shou-ld 
th-in·k and say and do.' That is the eXtP:ress.ion of ,God in humandty. Remember, 
all truly noble behaviour that this world has ever witness·ed! ev,j·d:ences man's 
willingness that God should express himself in thim. 

No prophet from the days of Elijah 'tto ·the days of :Spurgeon ever uttered 
a cUvine message tb,at kindled the Mghest spirHs, no 'P,o·et from the sweet 
singers of Israel to tb,e days of Tennyson ever lliroused 9\lJblime feelings in the. 
human :breast.; no o-~dinary man ever llorsook ;popularity and lost monetary. 
gain that he migiht.be -loyal to the wm of Oo-d; .uo nurse ever cooled the fevered 
bl'o,w or moistened parched lips out of 'Pure .OhrlsUike love and pity for suffer
ing humanity; no slum chHd ever shared his msb cop·per or last crust with a 
chifd more unfo:rtunate ,than himself out of pure Cb.ristUke p.ft.y and sympathy, 
withGut illustrating the eternal law of the incarnllltion. 

God'·s ,goodness expressed itself in 1lbe life of man. Yes, :tJhat is ib. Oh, 
bretp,ren, when you and I really come to recognize that God's spirit .is like the 
sea, beating u,pon the sh'o~es of every human -life, yours an·d mine, ,invading 
our hearts and lives-wihenever God's spirit invades our ;pel'Slonality there is a 
transforma-tion. . . 

!Now, are we oiPening QUr hearts to Ilhe urgin'gs of the divine spirit? How 
fllir is -it true of you and! of me that the spirit. of God: is ruling in our thoughts 
and Ihea:rts and lives? H'lloW flllr is it true of y'OU and me that we in some poor 
measure, by God's infinite redeeming grace, are e~pressing the ligoht and the 
love and the charact'Elr of the will of God in our daily life? You and I will 
never be tully and completely saved lun.til we are Ohrist,dominated, ClLris-t
saturated, Ohtl'ist-controlled~ 

There is the message for Ohristmas. Yes, Christ in you; the hope of glory. 
That is the apo-stolic message; ·tthlllt is the a.postoolic goo·spel. Christ in-carnate 
within me is the .phrase ·the a,.postle used. He put his finger tbere on the very 
centre of the Cbtroistian faith. Christ worked .in the heart of bhe un;bel1ev~, 
imp~rted his own life to Ihim, finding expression in ihdin; ·that Is Christianity. 
And othe .only fitting 'Gh!l'oistmas prayer for you and me is this simple veme: 

Oh, Jesus Ohmst, grow Thou in me, 
lAnd all things ele'e recede. 

My hearb·be daily nellirer .Tihee, 
From sin ,be dally freed. 

What ·j-s that? A :P1'ayer th'at 'Ch:rist invade QUr hearts, ,that Christ may be 
incarnate in us, that Ob·rist may find an ever-loa:rger, rJooer expression in OoUr' 
Uves and characters; and goi-ng to the Lowliest of the Lowly, He can make 
our Hves sublime if only we are ,prepaTed to open our hearts wide to the eternal 
spill'it of Christ. 

God sent" fto,rth His Son, ·born of a woman. 

a 
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.. 
By Professor L. H. Marshall of McMaster· University. 

Deloivered, on the evening of ,Sunday, Decemiber -20, 19125, before the Congregation 
of Central Baptist !Ohurch, -Toronto, in -the Castle Memorial 

Ohapel, 'MdMaster Universitoy. 
(Stenogmphicaaly reported by Berry·man·, Emerson & Co.) 

Tobis evening I want. to call your attention to that very well known text 
in the second Epistle to th.e Corinthians, Ohrupter 8, verae 9. For Ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Ohri$'t, thato, though he was r-ich, yet for }"Our saJkes 
he ,became poor, that ye througiJ:J. ih.is poverty miglht be rich. _ 

The lettem ot'the A,postle Paul a.re remarJmJDly uniform in two -respects; 
you will find in a.lmost everyone that there is a ~a.ther lIoong theological argu
ment, sometimes very -d~fficult to follow, and then dt emerges inoo the more 

· open ground of practical maxims for <the Christian conduct. 'Of our da:ily life.· 
That was th:e Apostle 'Paul's metihoa. He ,first of all ,laid a !pure foundation in 
OhrisMan beUef. He was very particular; wisely pa.rticular, aioout his fund!a
mentals. Then on that foundatd.on he based a superstructlllre 'of Ohristioan life 
and thought -and ·character. If you want a profound theologt go. to the first 
half of the Apostle -Pa,ul's treatment of any subject;' -i·f. you want praclliclil 
exhonatio·n, ·go to the second'. . ' . . . 

\But yoou will generally .find tJhese two halves of ·the !Pauline argument were 
-linked together by the word ~'therefore". 'In lIhe Epistle -to the Romans ·we 
have th.e earlier chapters devoted to theological thinkin'g, and then in the 
twelfth' chapter ilie Apostle turns to tihe 'Practlical side of tihe subject: I beseech 
}"Ou therefore,-'in view of· all that I have said-by the mercdes of God, th-at ye 

· present your bodIes a Uving sacrifice, holy, acceptaJble. unto Goo. A.g.ain, you 
· will find In one chapter -in the iIDpist.le 00 the Corinth.ians· tJhat he devotes some 
fifty-seven verses to a more or less theological d·iscussion of tiJ:J.e pro-blem of 
·immortality, and otihen in the last verse ihe comes to the practical conclusion: 
'I1herefure, my 'beloved> brethren, 'be ye stead·fast, unmovelllble, always abounding 
in the work of the LOrd, forasmuch as ye know bhat. your labour-in vIew of 
Immortality-is not in vain in tihe ·Lord. 'When he wanted to enoourage the 
Phdloippian CihTistians to unsel-fis'hness, ·to a willingness' to thJ.nk 81bout the needs 
of other peOople, he could ·not content, hlmself w.ibh a mere practical exhorta~ion 
in ,tihose terms, he straIghtaway plunged into a profound IChristology and said: 
What you want is really th.e mind of Christ, who, being in the form of God 
thought ~t not robbery to 'be on an equallty with -God, but humbled Himself. and 
was made in the faSih-ion of man and :became obedient un'to death, even unto 
the death of the cross. ~at the AlPOstle means by that, you 'remember, is. this, 
for he has a practical ipul':pOse In view as well as a bheological: as humble
mindedness in station and willingness to tMn'k of' o·thers cboaracterized ilie 
mind of ,the Master, they should characterize the mind of His discLples too, 

Now, aU <these considerations are very essential to the proper understanding 
of our flext., for what is the issue? It ds a very simple one, oft is a very practical 
one. ;I-t is the old . topic, really. ·Paul was collecting money for the poor sa.ints 
in Jerusalem from the Gentile Christians in Greece and Asia .Min-or, and ihis' 
wth'Ole heart was set on this little scheme of his. He' knew that the attit.ude of 
bhose Jewish Christians in Jerusalem WIllS none too friendly to the little Gentile 
churches which he ihad establisihed in Greece and Asia Minor, and ros grea.t 
iJ:J.ope was !by means of th~SI colIecMon not only to relieve the necessities of the 
Christian saints of Jerusa.lem but to improve tme rela-tioo·ns ;}j'etween tihe two 
great sections of t'he Christian 'church-the Jewish and .the Gentile. This 
oollection, which he hoped to take to Jerusalem in person, was not. only a 
love-~ift, it was also an ol'ive branch. He wanted. -to be ruble to go. to those 
Christian peoiPle in JerusaJem and say: -See, here is a practical, tan·gible, sileD.Jt 
token of tihe CihriStll.an faith and the Christian love of the Gentile cb.urches whom 
you are apt so much to distrust;· and ·they ask you in a IChi'istian Sjpdrit to 
accept this offering for the relief of your necessities. . 

But the ,Apostle ·Paul ·knew fulll weY that which we so often forgen, jJlJ.at 
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men cannot d'O the very smallest things i.n a rea.lly noble and: W'Orthy manner 
unless ·they have gre&Jt th'Oughts ·in .their minds an·d: big motives In their 'breasts. 
Hence the aPlPea;1 'Of t1he text. And ·remember, the Apostle lPaul 18 writin·g ·to a 
church ·in :whIch there were men who at one time lhad ·been most slwckingly 
aband'Oned profligates, men who 'had 'been -drnnkards, thlleves, extortioners. He 
remi-nds .them hDW once they were mDrally and: spiT'Uually pOIO·r, ay, desperately, 
a;bjectly 'POOr, until .they knew Ohr.ist, and then Christ had made llhem WlO'll
drously rich. He touches a very tender SiPOt in ·their hearts, and: he wants. tD 
rem,lnd them what it cost1 Chr.ist, so !he says: [no this 'IlHIItter 'Of the collec:t1on 
just remember the grace 'Of Our :Lord Jesus ·Chrlst, wh'O, though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes lbecame .poor, that you through ms 'Poverty might become 
deb.. Oh, that :was a ma;stoerly appeal. 

iB!\1It what about 'us? 1 wou:J.·d oU,r'ge that you and 1 f'Or a m'Oment Dr two 
should d'O what the Apostle 'Paul suggested Ithose Corinthians should d'o--we 
should ·remember 'tIDe ·grace of our ILord Jesus Christ. The Greek word grace 
is often very difficult to tmnslate bec8:use it has so many meanings' in scripture, 
!but happily there .is· not the sltg.htest dou:bt 'Of its meaning 1n this particular 
text. It simply means 'g'raciousness, charity, ·good will, Loving·k.indness-I 
think that gives it1 as well as anything. lRemember .. that 1s the Idea 'Of grace 
liere, the ibea1liti~ul loving~kindness of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And whwt the Ap'OStle P8iu:l wants ,us to note .is ·that our Lord's' coming into 
the world was simply an act 'Of g.raciou:sness, an act of ,beautifu.l lov.ing-k.indness. 
He did no,1l spring Into existence 'in ,the 'baby in ,the manger. Oh, no, He existed 
through all eternity. But nineteen hund'I"ed Ye8lrS agD Ohrist took pity upon 
this human race 'Of ours, 'blund'el'ing hopelessly a.l'Ong, invDlved :in sins of adl 
kInds, and false ideas 8)boo.t ODd, llalse ideas a.boUlt H·fe, and He laid aside aH 
His heavenly majesty and glory aud became poor that He might make ,the 
world rich. 

You remember that all 'Our Lord's ea:rthJy lUe was 1POOl". Have you thGught1 
enough' of that? .As 1 pointed' out thIs mornin-g, He was 100m pODr. 'lIhe cir
cumstances 'Of His· bir.th were abs'01ire an·d lowly to an e:xtra'Ord.inary degree. 
We saw <thds morning th:wt He was bGrn of a bumble lleasant WDman who, !had 
just tramped' a!Jl the way from Galilee. He was 'born n'Oll even in th,e mean 
comforts 'Of a country cottage, ,but ifn the wretched ·courtyard 'Of an eastern 
caravansery, andl, as ,our ~esson 'reminds us, 1 think we may llairly conclude 
Mary was SD poor t'hat. she could not afford a nurse, so w,Ub. her own hands 
she wrapped the little mille in swaddles aIld' laid Him in a manger. . 

As a youth Hie was ,poor. He Uved as a .peasant, He wOl'ked at a carpenter's 
bench, He made yo'kes for oxen, He made plO!U·~, and so on; and dt is high.ly 
prDbable too tha.t Joseph d!ied early and' that ou·r iLord actually delayed: the 
commencement of Hds pwblic ministry 'in order that He might st1and 'by that 
poor wid'Owed mother un·til the ibroth.ers and! sisters were old enoU'gli to look 
after themselves. 

During His ministry He was so poor thl8.·t one d·ay He 'reminded His disciples 
th'at the foxes ·ha.d ,their !holes and t1he ,birds their nests, but the is'On of iMan' 
had not where to l~y His head. 

And remember, our ,Lord was so poor and SD obscure that the wDrld 8:t that 
time ,took nD notice 'Of .Him and n,ever ima;glned'that His coming into the' world 
had t'he sligMest significance. I th.inik it is ,a reIllJll;l'lkable testimony to the 
obscurity and the li()'w.lti'llesSi of OUll" Lor·d that tbe profane writers 'Of the early 
years of the Christian era !p&id n'O IIIttention tD Him. J'osep;h'IL.S, for 'instance, 
refers tD John the Bapti·st, ·bull in no geiJ.u'~ne ,passage d'Oes he refer Ito Ch.rist. 
Seneca, the mDst. fam'Ous' mora,list 'Of the ,a,ge, contempDrary wHb. Paul, never 

. refers. to the teaching of Oh~ist. IPlutlllrch wI'lo,te a great many lives, but he 
never th'Ought1 it woI'lth wMle to write ,thle life of Christ. ,I suppose t'O his mind 
Christ ~as n·ot important enough. Very strange! Taci.tus, the 1R0man his
toria~, d'Oes refer tD the .cr.uclfixion un4'er PontLus !Pilate, though entirely 
obli!lOUS to the 1mpor:tance of 'Ghrist. whom he dlismisses as· t1he author of a 
l'.es;hllent s'uperstition. As ·Leclcie, t,he ih'istorian, has sa,ld: "The greatest r.e
IJglO~ change .in the history of mankind took place under the eyes of a galaxy 
'Of phll0S9phers and .historians who faUed to see lolle impD~tance 'Of the movement 
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and regarded as contemptible the agency which has IPl1o,ved the mightiest m-oral 
lever ever ap.pl1ed to human affairs." 

Yes, remember tohe basis of ou·r f,a1.ili, ol1lr Lord Jesus Christ, who· laid 
aside all glory and :became poor, who entered on an earthly ca;reer of pov~rty 
and sufferin,g, culminatin·g evenrua!Iy in .the agony of Geitlllsemane, in the 
crown o·f thorns ·and ·in the cross. . So He d'ied for IllS all. 

Oh, .it. ds well that we sh'Quld remember the graciousness of our Lord Jesus 
Ch·rist. This gra.ciousness 'is revealed in our Lord's loving service for humanity, 
His divine loving-d!:indness. Tlmt was t1).e .spirit ()f His life, the belllutU·ul Mfe 
He lived as Teacher and 'D-octor-don'fI ~orget, as Do'ct-or-and 'Sa-y;iour. 'Dh'at 
was ·the spU,-it of His d'eatlh, the spirit .in which He goave ILis Hfe for us all. 
Remember, says the A.postle, the ·beautiful :loving .. kindness .of our Lord Jesus 
Ohrist. I .sometimes ·bh-ink the spir.it of the incarnation is really summed up 
in flhose words-Good will to moo. It is that aU the way through-Go,od will 
to man. Yes, -it ds well to remember at Christmas time tihis act of devotion 
of ChriSt. 

But in the second place, may I ask you to remember toot the Apostle Paul 
had nQt simp.ly ;in mind the act of devot'ion. He bad a very pl1actical !pU(l"!)O\Se 

in view. .0 daring man! 13ut PauI was always dar.ing. W!hy did he want. these 
Corinthians to think of the ~oving,kind.neSs and good will of Jesus Christ? He 
wanted to see a simHar IOViing..k'indneoSoS and a similar good will to man in 
general; .thoa.t is why he aS'ked them :Do> rememiber 1Jhe grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He wanted to see those Corint.h.ian Christi-ana .simply imbued with 
Oh'rist-like ·good will to moan---'l:o th,ose poor saints 'in Jeru-salem -i·n IPRrticula.r, 
but to man in general as weH. 

And after all, brethren, is not that this 'testimony of the Chr,istoian Spirit, 
of the Christ-like SIP·ioriot, flhat wh.en you and I truly get nea.r to the heart of 
Jesus "Christ He does brea,the into rus something of His own ·graciousness and 
10ving-kiindness !l·nd 'boun·d,less good will to man. You must never separate the 
-two; no, bhat is alwayt3 inv·olved.' I think -Gh·nistian.ity that does 11'0t bring 
l1hat in its train is sU'Sope.ct. 

Do y-ou remember thll/t .poem of !Masefield~s about King Oole? 'Dhere .is 
something very charming in >it. iRe says, yOU .know, thwt once upon a time 
there lived a man. called, King 'Dole, W-lll() was so weU,bel:oved that when he died 
it was a ·be·reavement to the countrYSlid'e. He was offell'ed anyothing he migh·t 
choose either in heaven or on ear:bh, .bufl instead of choOSling any of the delights 
of heaven he 8I3ked for the :privilege of wandering about the earth as the' friend 
of man-

So, s'in-ce that ,time, h'e w.a.nd'imslIS'oooo 4m1ll 'shire 
An old" 'poor, !WanderiIIJg man, w.l.th glliLtterin'g eyoes, 
HeLpdn,g: od.iflt·resslfou-l ofol,k to their de·sire 
By po·we·r I()If 'spirIt ltIh6.t within :Mm Hes. 
-GenUa he Is, a.nd qu;iet, oanod mOISt wli,s.e, 
He We:aI"S oa iI'aAglg·ed, g:r.ey, he sdJ;l.g,a ISIweet :word,s·, 
And whllll'e he wal-b -there flutter '1litItle lbirdJs. 

Oih, YIOIU say, that 1'S1 a. poe't's 'ildlloe fan,cy. It may !be.so. Bu,t· ,don't W!ooT.y 
81b'out .thoa Ifoorm, get. the ·spirit. 119 not that exoacotly ,the spirit of J,9S1\I1S Ch-rts.t? 
Tihat ,i'8 the LoviIllg.amnn'lle,ss' IOf Jesi\lIS .Christ, :and otJha-t ioS! the s,pirit ·tluLt Paul 
wanted to see ioll tb.eCoruilthioan·s. He 'wall'ted ;to see them jus,t lime ,thaJt. I 
rather imagine ·that Ma.sefielod, W'a'S th.inokiin:g of CIh'l'iost's 'SlPidt W1hoen he ·W!l'OIte 
those 'W!OIrds. 

oJ.t is asptriot like tha..t 1Jhat CilLris,t ,b1'oeathes' in,f1G Ibhe 'hea1'lts of tilose 'Wih'O 
aove !him. Get nea.r 00 Chriost, and 'Ch.rist ISOIIn·eih!OW or other .0000000000'Ulllioca.tes 
something of ihois- OIWn 'gIl'a'c-io'lls·n,eoSIS and ilo-vin:g"kdIlidness ·to 'YOU. Oh, I It~ink 
Christ makes us aU ·bhe fioi.el).cts 0If ,man'. Ca.n yIQ~ ibe Ohristioan·s wdt:h.ou.t ,being 
the fri,endlSi (If m!in 1 :I do nod; tJhinik Y'OUJ ca.n !be at ra;I,L. That is. wh:y Pam mid: 
"Remember othe 'beautifuI' lov1ngJkindnes's I()If JeSIUIS 'Ohrist, an,d' ss'k Ohorist to 
gdve it to Y'OIU. ·that yooru, 'S'Q far as' ordinary oII).or.I:a.ol,s can', ma,y 'sihOIW ,the s.mrit 
bhat J,esru,s himsetf ISlhoWlS." 

I IS'OmJeUmes .thin'k .that Di-cikeoll's' OhrilStmas OlWol is 'Olle ¢ :the lII).ost 'ChriS'< 
Uan IlIOveo1s ever written, and (lnes a:gain I 'ha.z8.T'd the thoog1b.t 1:ihaIt in t.he 
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Spla-it of Olmfsitmals ;mckelliS is .thdnkiDJg o.f the 'spir.it of J6iWS C'h~ist. YoOlll 
rem·ember wlh·eon ,the Chifis.tm'as ·SlpiriJt 'had do·n'e ,hil!l 'WI00k on s.s.vwge o'Ld. Eben
ezer ,Scrooge wlhat a ·great chlLllge ·came ov·e,r !him. He instan.t}y beca;me alive 

. to human va:lues; ·he was· full of graciousnoes;s 'and! lov.ing-kindneSlS; he 'oogan 
. to see somebhing J.o;vely .in enrandi !boy,s, in 'OOmIIllOn lS·eTV.ants, in fO'IkIS dn gen-

eral; he began to find delight in. watching the simple pleasures of the people; 
he 'begallJ to 'Pat ala the lIittle ehHdlren on ·tJhe .clhoeek, tryin·g to make them 
'happy; he .boeJgan to {'eel joy in reUevi.ng ·the n'ecess-ities of bhe 'POOII"-h·e loo'caJme 
the dlriend of man. 

Olh, ~6S, don'll; YJOIU see, ·God· ·is good, and' wlherever the -Christian lSIPI.rit 
is, 'there a;liSl() is love. Wlhen th·e good God 'give,s 'illS< the 'hi'goh-eSit roon .that He 
Himse1f ·can gtv'e us, ·when' He gLove·Si us othe OhdsltIam s.pirit in our ·hearts, then 
we shOow sOlIIl'El·thing of ·t;Ih,e !boeautifitr1 !loving-kindneBIS 'of oO:ur Lord Jesus Ob.rd:i!ot. 

You 'knI()W~ ofirdends, I 'sometianes thinlk thwt ISO ;fa~ illS our memlber.s. ue 
concern·ed, .the chdef if'unotioill' of a Ohris.tian Clh!l1ll'ch is. to di:lfus,e a.lIlOIIlogISt .her 
people OhT'i!st'~ iSlpirit, to 'IIla'ke her member.s- !the Ifri"end:a of man, to inSipire 
:tihem 'W!ith a .love of C:hTist.J.ikle lSemice ,to· alb their- If·eLliO'W!S. I ·tJhdnlr. th'e most 
searehillJg testt a:s to the vd.taUty ()If any .c:hIllTclh is· not in the size of its ,con
gregation, 'but-Is the chlllrch llr()ducing Chriet-like friends' of man? Our Bi,ble 
teach"illjg, our pNacl1dng and O'llll" 'conllIIlJU.nroo, .aervl-ce must f'ail abj·ecbly and 
utterl'Y unIes5 they IPl"IOIVe to ,be t:b.e -means where!b'Y men· 'and 'WUIID.en·, YJOIUofJhs 
and maidens ar.8 led into' ,that f·e1'1oWlSlhip wd.1lh. JesuS! CohorIst 'Which dnflames 
them witho a passionate love of God anii a Christ-like 'l();ve of their lleUow' 
~ea·tures. 

You ea.nnot ge~into personal iJlelo10lWls-hilp wd.th J6I9UiS' Ch·rist with()ut gIOing 
to ,sIlrow, 8IS ifa:r a's it is po's.s,~bae ofo~ us tOo ISlhaow:, tha;t HilS work on eal"th' IS! a 
'WIOtl'\k IOtf lo;ving-kdndlIle.sSl a.m<J1IJ.:g!S,t moen·, intel"lPll"eting Ithat in fue very 'wid'est 
's·enS'e. I ,bhin'k. the WIOrk of ·everY' mdnilSter sllloceedS! w faUs as the min&ster 
'SI\looceedls or dlwils in in'Sipiring lhis p80ip116 to ibe t·he :liriends· olf .man-. Oh. ~ 
may say, I may noc ·be lIIlJU:ch of a .liriend of oman, .but I am one olf thoe friend·s· 
or God. BIIlt YJOIU cannot separate otho.se two. YOou 'knO'W what the apolS.tolic 
teacihing on thoe matter ilSl. 'We may as weH If.lllce it. You know we ax·e Itold 
by one of the ruposties that iIC we ,say 'W·e -love God!, and' 00 not ·Love 'Our f·alLow 
ereaturelS', we are l~·IIIr.s'. That is· very straight, !bu.t we must mow it. We ea·n 
ne·ver .isoLate Ohris.tianity If'flom· th·e 'wove olf man, n'ever, for Go·d' ,has ·put tJhe 
two :flo'glether. Rememiber the lovi:n'g~kindne'Ss « ou.r Lord J·esus· Chris,t. JuoSt 
as it is the ve·Toy n·ature of the sun to :shine, just as It is .thoe very nature of the 
lily to 'be fragrant, so I would s'ay;, brethren, it li:s :the very natur·e· of the true 
disciple of Je,SI\ls Chorist ·to reveal him in his daily liofe ·and daily intercourse-
to revea.l something of the graci·ousness, of the IOVoingJkindness', of the en
thusiasm for humanity that Jes.us IHimself displayed. 

Som,etim'e's I ,tJM11Jk 'We .get the 'cieareilt eXipress·ron of the ·characteri'sticall.y 
Ohri:stilLll Slpirit dn :thIe mi-S'Sion·lIITY'. ISome IPoo/ple 'go() oaJbI'load: fOT ·the deloiglhts &n·d 
edJuooational val-u.e ()of·travoel'; IOlthers: go abroad! an t·he interelSlts. of 6mlpire; iflhe 
·merchant goes 8!biroad, in :the interest olf e'o=·er·ce, to ·en.1arge hIs wealth; 'but 
tlhe ,m1·Slsi-onary gJOes abro·aid. with ()lIle Idea, an.d one id:ea only. He is nolt Iseek
ing htil' olwn ad.van·tage, IhlilS' own :gain in' any shape or oform; :his 'Sioll'e mO<tive 
is the desire to' 'gO' and :hel'P' lleople dn Ibeathoen- i1an·d:Sl in a,. tr.wy. 'Chr-ioslt-ilik,e 
fashi'll'n, to twke ;1)0 them the IbleMinlgoa of Christian ,culture, of 'Chr·istian ICiviliza
tion, an-d' "8!hove aLl a,f CIh'l"istian :saI.vation. Yes, that 'Is otJhe loving-kindness of 
J.es\m CiM"il!llt, that d,s, the Ohrl·sotilLll stpir~t. 

i[ wond'e.r, .bret/h·ren, ;how fax w'e 'hl8lVe .got this ,s·pLr,it in OIllT OIW'n :he·a'l'\ts. Do 
you and I .s'hare any,thing at a·l~ in ,thi's. Ohris:t-1i'k,e enthusias'm· tor humanity, 
We 'Christ-lioke 'll,a,.s·sion ifu!r the IhigiheSlt weH ,betn-g, ay.e, the ,salvation 0If man'? 
If we Ihav.e, well, let us· rem'6lIIllber the 'loolVling-k,iI1;d·nelSlil' 'Of Cihriol;.t. Are we keen 
'On .sf.l·c.ial joUs.ti-ce? Are 'we ikeen on the s,pirit'l1w.lwelfare of o1lhers? Are we 
anxioUis to live OOT l!I:ve& to ItIhe glor;y olf Good· an·(L 1101lhe ~olO'd of o~ lfeUo'WI men? 
It s.eems to me thaJt ,snoch a ,qlUoes,tilOn If'OT·ces' its way :DO' the- very /heart alf tJhe 
true nature olf ,our am!bition, oor ISIY'IIllpathieSl, 0'111' id,eaS' ianod o!l1·r aims' -in l.tte. 

What are we Living; fOIl"?r Are we IdVling j'llISIt for :Olllr.s·e'Wes; are we 'livIng 
jIu:st to get on? Do we .thin.k at 11111 of 'serv1<:e.? Ar.e we 'an'Y.w!IJ,ere at al[ in the 
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neiJg1lJJb!nmhood, ot WilUa.m; Bol()th, ,the f8lther ,of the SalvatiXl'li. Army, fWlhen 'he 
said that he felt within himlself the im,im .. Lses and, ,th·e uT'ging'i!I I()f .an undying 
ambiti'On· Ito helil thle d'O'Wn-U1odden ef hiU'IIlandty, ·to go to il:the .assistan.ce <If the 
dow;n-and-oU'ts, ye&, of the Ibia~\lm"d8 and' drunkard,s? ]jIancy a; m'an feeling 
the dmJpulses and! thoe 'IL1"ging.so of an IIlnd\y.ing amlbitiion w love 'PeIO:ple 'ldke that 
and ,to Ihellp them out of the mire. That is ,the .spirit :Or the ,Salva.tion Army. 
Is not that som·ething like the Joving-kin'dness of our Lord Jesus' ,Christ, who was 
rieh, 'but wh'O for your sakes ,became poor? Yes:, there ,is a close parall~l, there 
is a ,kin'shIp of 'Slpill"it. Ls: there ;reaHy !bwrn.ingo .in our hearts· a doemre to hel-p 
,the worJ.·d! in soma 'dIrection ? We cannot a.LlJ do" ,the same kind 'Of w'Ork, !but 
we aze given a diversity of gifts, and' we can all 'ha.ve the same spirit and the 
sa;me desIll"e to wrVoe, to 'be 'tihe frd:eoos of man. ' 

What :is (llllr <lI\lUook 'U/POll' Idle? Oh, 1 l'Ove I1lhat ,story !WIhich TennylSOn telLs 
a'bout Me·rlin ,and the 'Yeung ·knight. It los espec'ially a story, I think, ,fer young 
'People, although it i.So ju.st as geo,d' for the old ones. Aocoo:rdiJIIg to TennylSOn, 
Merlin on·e day dlol\lnd a young knight ,painting ,hl:& OO8.t of .armoS. He !had chosen 
as his' 's'Y-Inbol an eagle in fidg.hlt-<o.h, yes, that woaiSl :hi& symbol,·.he was ,going 
to 'roar hi:glh-and. then on ,the :s,cooN he :had' written :the ,word·s "I M:low fame." 
That is ,boo,w :this YOUilig knight was facing l-iJf.e. And Merlin' 'add:s·: 

And 'SIP€aking not, Ibu.t leaning over ihim, 
1 ,took .hILs brush a.nd' !blotted (lUll; .the !bird, . 
AmI made a Gardener 'pulbting 11). a gtI"afI\, 
With this for mo.tto, 'Rather use than fame.' 

The you.n.g Ikndght MIIl'Slhed' cri·IIliSon, .he 'was '8() oIlISohllJDloed 'Of 'his uttel"ly 1S6ilf
!J.soh and' un-OhristUkoe amlbition ion Ufe; ·and' he took :fue hint, for we are to.td 
thaot he ibeCllJDl.'e a ve,ry 8talwar·t kn'igIhot. . 

I :thinlk, brethren, thM tihe well"ld',s ibitterest need, t01d.ay is for ChrIIft-like 
men and Oh:rist.J.ikoe 'WO'men, w·hose main ,desir,e ion ,Life is IlJOt to 'Liv'e fOIl" rbh,em
se1Jves, but to :ser:ve otihei,r fellilw men in the 'Slpirit I()f JeslllS Cihri-st. We· want 
amlbdtion in :that oddrec.tilOon. We want the spirtt to ibe lIIl'llde alive, for we wa.nt 
,bus-ines'S' lIIlen who iI"egard :t!usines·s· as seNice, 8IS an oppor.tu:nity to glo;rUy God 
an'd 8·erve lIIlan: ·we want poofes:Sional men who oregaro tiheir 'poofes'sio-ns' in just 
the S!VIIl!e way; we want ·men in IPubldoc Ufe, men in ParUament, men in our 
oou.nciI:s and! other tPUlbHc lbod'ies who will: dare, onot ibecause ltihey have some 
axe 0If ,thei.r I()'W'U to .gr:i.nd" .some s·elfish desdre Ito -gra.tifY, !bI\lt MIIlIPly ibecause 
they want ,to fI&l"Ve tlheir feHow m,en in Ch·rist-Uke Ifatllhi'On, in sacrf.1:1.Cia.llilerviee 
for the :puibIi:c goodl--/becalQ..se they want Ito be the frien·deS 'of man. 

If ever the angel's song 'Of Peace on Earth can !be realized, It can o,nly be 
·through the in.creasing num'ber of men and women who have Ohrist's loving
kindness, Christ's good! wdH to man-a. ,good will ,that rises above all the limits 
thab nation and ·race impose. Are we cultivating good will towards our fellow 
citizens in Egypt and in 'Inaia? 'Have we glot .a Christ..like good will t.oward 
them? Are we learning to sympathize wa·1lh the growing tide ot tb,elr nationa.l 
self-OOIL9ciousness and their desire for sel-f-government? Have we got a Christ
like good will to-day towards all· 1Ih.e negroes ot Afuoica? Are we learning to 
sympatihize with their demandls for good: government and 'education and fair 
play? Have we g,olt a oOhri·st-l1ke good will towards men of ditrerent colour 
'because we realize we have learned at the foot of Jesus Ohrist "that they are 
children of the one great Heavenly Fabher of us aJI, fellow ·creatures for whom 
Oh'rist d,ied? tA,re we cultivating a Christ-like good will' towards all the people 
of Europe, desiring earnestly that God's 'bleSSing may rest upon all the efforts 
that are ibeing made ,to-day an the wor.k' of reoo'nci:1iation ahd brotherh'Ood .and 
~~?, . 

'Dh, yes, remem'ber religion concerns our Wh'Ole life, every lbib ot it. You 
and I lead Christ's .Life when t.he spirit of Jesus 'Ohrist pervades all our thInkIng, 
all our feelings, all 'Our desires, and when at the 'root of 'Our being there ds the 
graciousness, the good wiH, the loving·kindnes·s 'Of Jesus Christ. Yes, we feel 
I·ike th,at SIt Ch'ristmas time often enough, if we do not ordinarily. Bub if we 
T'emember the grace IOf Jesus Christ that. will ·become the ty.pe of 'Our Hfe. iLet 
us pray that we may live in the spirit whiCh brought olir 'Lord, llhe spirit in 
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which He lived wb.iae He was here on earth" .the spi,rtt ,in wMch He d,ied on the 
cr~ss. Ay;-U is 'the same spirit wh'ich He intended to be the inspiration o-f all 
who love Him. iItemember, therefore, 1fu.e lbeautUullov:ing-kindoness of our Lord 
jesus Chrisv. 

w. GORDON BROWN LIFTS THE LID! 
The following article is reprinted if.rom The Prophet, a ,paper which ~s 

published in the joint interests of the Annette Street BIIlPt:i_st Church, ToroILto, 
aOO the Orangeville Blllptist Church. The Edillor i·s :Mr. W. Gordon Brown, B.A., 
son of the Rev. W. J. H. Brown, of Anneute Street Church, an·d !himself Pastor of 
1Jhe Orangeville Church. Mr. Brown replies; to a rpamphlet which certain Mc
Master s.tudents attempted to d,is1.orlJbute rin Jams iStreet 'Church, and Ito an 
article which appeared in The McMaster Monthly. 

The impression conv~yed :by the article in The 'MonthZy was that. .u was 
spe!1kil),g for ,the Student iBody, and any stranger readdng ill would assume thds 
to be an expression of the students in general. Th1s ar:bicle was later ·published 
in a ,pampholet with an introooction written ·by iRJobert Murray Simmons'; and 
in th'at jntroducllion these words occur: "The presentation of one side of ;the 
question ra·nly is not the policy of McMaster UIlli.versd.ty. It has been thought 
that the time has come ·for the students of th·e instivllti-on to ex.press themselves, 
and to publish the truth of the matter IllS it appears to those .who are in closest 
t'Ouch wit'h the teaching of MdMiaater University." In wew of the issuance by 
students of iMdMaster of these t.wo articles one eould ,reach on,ly one of two 
condusrions: ei:ther that :the .Student Body as a whole had eXiPresse·d' itself, or 
('lse, as dt ,is not ,the policy o·f the University to presenu only one side, those 
qisagreeing with the article :referred to, would' !be given an opportunity dn The 
MonthZy to express their V'iew. 

!Mr. Brown's article is just what migiht ,be eJqlected'.of one of 'his manly and 
i-ndependenu spirit. O!J,r Amer.ic!1n rea·d'ers wHI !remember that lM'r. Brown was 
the colleague of !Mr. James McGl.nlay in the Alton .revival; and it was, indeed, 
~y Mr. Brown the meetings which issued in that great movement, :were pro
jected:. 'MdMaster may now lea,rn that ·no true man can 'be cudgeHed into 
silence. 

We are not surprised at the ection iO'f Dean IMcfLay ,in refUSing publicaVion 
to the erUcle written Iby ·Mr. Br.own and another studen·t. !Dean 'M~y 1s a 
member of the iPrUblication Board responsIble f·or i'he publication of Tille Can
a!iian Baptist, and we are not su'l":Pr.fsed that ,the poldcy so long app.lied lIlo' The 
Canaaian Baptist shouold now ,be aippUed to the Un.-iversity magazine. 

McMASTER UNIVERSITY AND THE "UNFORTUNATE 
.. . . 'NECESSITY." 

A Statemeat ~,. the Edit~r of "The Prophet," W. G. Brown. 

The Baptists of Ontario and Quebec :have in McMas'ter University one of 
t\teir greatest assets. In her halls the majority of their leaders are -trained, 
and from them they come fPrtth to guide the helm of affairs. Baptists are a 
democratic people and the Ul).iver.sity is ,the proper,ty ·of the Convention and 
-so of the memberll of our churchcs. If ,those members are to cast an intelligent 
vote ·.in the affairs of the University, t·hey 'oug'ht t·o keep ,t·hemselves -in closest 
touch wit·h the W9:rk of the Univenli'ty-its o.pporiunities, its difficulties, and 
its teac'hing. 

At t\te present ,time McMaster is more than ever before ·the minds of our 
Baptis~ people. Rec~nt actions of if;'he Unive·rsity, -cdtici-sm o·f her policy whiCh 
,thes'e 'h_ave ,called for$, and -the discussion which is ensuing, make it necessary 
for every ,tru~ Baptist to come to a decisi.on on matters which are of ·the greatest 
importance :fo'r the future o:f the institution and of the den'omination. 
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'I'he editor of >this paper has ·spent four full years .jn McMaster to receive 
his Bachelor of Art's', anrdi is now in c'ourse ion Theology. Hence he cannot be 
said to be ignorant of the spirit or the teaching of ·the University. Indeed he 
owes a great debt of gr,atitude to his Alma Mater, whi'ch he is quite ready to 
acknowledge. Life within her class-rooms and halls has given him a larger 
grasp, of life with its complicated facts and experiences. It has inspired him 
to deeper thinking and he 'trusts, higher living. One cannot expres's in words 
what the help of such an Alma Mater as McMaster means to him: it must be 
experienced. The writer feels, ,however, that in view of ·the present situation 

:and of recent happenings, he ought to add a word to the present discussion. 
Let no one accuse him of acting the part of a Philadelphia lawyer and merely 
be,ing out to make a case. His concern is the facts and the truth. 

A pamphlet entitled "McMaster Advertises 'I!he' Gospe.l Witness" has been 
circulated far and wide by certain students and by the Educational Secretary. 
It contains an introductory article by Mr. R. M. Simmons; an article entitled 
"An Unfortunate Necessity" by Mr. F. F. Macnab, reprinted from the October 
number of the McMaster Monthly, which is the organ of the student body of 
the University; and a statement by the President of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, W'hi,ch is said to be "a gener'al opinion (}f orthodox Southern Baptists 
upon the Editor of the Gospel Witness." These together form what is called 
"an expose of Dr. Shieldls' method's, his faUadou'~' reasoni,ng, and his' P(}licy of 
consistent misrepres·entation." 

Personal Opinions. 
As far as we can see, the only thing in this pamphlet which may ,help ,tpe 

people ,to arrive at the truth o,f the matter is Mr. Simmons! personal opinion, 
when, "as an undergraduate in the final year of Theology," he says: . "I desire 
to voice my hearty appreciation of the evangelical tone and deeply spiritual note 
already sounded by Prof. Marshall in his introductory lectures." But Mr, 
Simmons adds: "I should like to express, also, the very general high regard 
in which t·he teaching of Prof. Marshall is held by rthe men in the B.Th. courses 
at McMaster Univer,sity." 'I'hereby Mr. Simmons makes a "blanket" statement 
regarding the B.Th. men, though no doubt he means that I!here may be amon·g 
the B.Th. men some w'ho have not the same opinion' of the tea'ching (}f Prof. 
Marshall as 'he himself has. If ,he refers to Pr,of. Marshall as a 'teacher apart 
from the theology involved, I 5'hould like to add t,hat t'he Professor's method o,f 
lecturing is to me almost ideal, and most of the ideas he gives are excellen:t. 
But ,if he ,have reference to the ,theology involved in Ihis teac'hing, there are 
,among the men some who do not regard it as above suspicion, and, I may say, 
of late that number has been increasing. 

Now in regard to Mr. M,acnab's article, while it might express the opinion 
of the majority of the McMas'ter student boody, .it certainly did not repres·enrt 
that of a considerable minority. Two representatives of ,this minority, then, 
the present writer being one of the two, went ,to the edito·r of {he Monthly, 
Mr. Macnab, and contended that it was not fair to let one side have aU the say. 
The editor then granted space for an 'article in the December issue. After 

· .talking with Dean Farmer and securing a statement from Rev. John Linton, 
the two men wrote their article wit'h a good deal of care ,to stick ,to the ,facts as 
they saw them. When it was handed in, ,however, t·he editor' 'resigned ra·t'her 
than fulfill his promise o·f publication. The resignation came before ,the execu
tive of the student body, where the editor was asked to reconsider his resigna
tion, and where, after a discussion of an ,hour and a half, it was unanimously 
decided to recommend to the editor that in the interests of f,air play to bot·h 
sides, ,the a'rticle in question be published, preceded' by a statement from the 
head of the student body to the effect rt'hat the opinion ex,pres'sed did not meet 

· wit·h the approval of t·he executive of the student body. 

Promised Article Refused. 
A .little later the article was read to Prof. Marshail and :on the ground that 

a sta,tement made by Mr. Mars'hall had not ,be'en ·in1er,preted ,in its strict sense 
one paragrap'h was removed from it. But -before the corrected copy could b~ 

· banded in, Vhe ,editor brought rthe word that ,he had been to the corisulting 
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.editor, Dean McLay (thoug,h he did' not go ,to 'him with 'his own article) who 
said that .it.·could not be published. A request made to Mr. Macnab that he 
should give a written s'tatement of 'his r.easons 'for refusing publication, was 
answered by.a written refusal to do so. 

Interviews were 'held with Dean McLay. He explained t'hat the action of 
·the executive of the student body was ultra vires, and also ,that it had not 
been the custom of the Monthly to publish, for instance, any personal joke at 
the expense of one of vhe .students, and that the precedent would 'apply to 
anything against on.e of the professors. The ·consulting edi,tor showed the 

.article to the Chancellor. and the Dean of Theology, and gave a final reply that, 
inasmuch as it had somet-hing in it against a professor, ·.it should not be pub
lished in the Mon'thly as it stood written. We recalI vhat Mr. McGinlay is a 
second year student, and he ·suffered severe criticism from the Monthly; and 
also that Dr. Shields himself is a member of the Board of Governors. Thes'e 
two men are, then, integral parts of the Univer.sity, which t,he Monthly is to 
represent. 

The above are t~e facts about the promised, bu·t refused, publication of an 
article which would represent the opinion of a not insign·ificant minority of the 
student body. We leave our rea:ders to come to ·their own conclusion on the 
·matter. 

"Where is the Fire?" 
But vhe way-faring man will ask: "What is all the trouble about anyway? 

There is a good deal of smoke, bu,t where is the .fire?" 
Let us say here that the question at issue is not Dr. Sh.ields. We regard 

him as a mighty man of God, but even he ,himself would not lay ·claim to in
fallibility. Some of his methods may be faulty, but Dr. Shields' "spirit" or his 
methods are no't the issue. Let bot<h ·sides earnestly endeavour to avoid person
alities, and we shall all get along fa,ster and more easily. 

The question really is the t.heolog.ical position O'f Rev. L. H. M'arshall, now 
Professor of Practical T.heology and Arts Bible in McMaster University. There 
is the point of discussion, and let us stick to 1he point. 

N ow at the Hamilton Convention it was· frankly a:dmiHed' that Prof. Mar
shall does not 'hold "the strong view" of tohe inspiration of Scripture, which is 
·that it .is infallibly inspired from cover to cover; but his is "wha't some would 
call the freer, looser view," which is that it is' merely ",the religious content of 
Scripture" which ·is "infaIlibly sure." Thls second view carries more impHca
,tions with it t<han meet the eye. Yet Dr. Farmer plead ,for ·toleration toward it. 
Those who ·have followed events in the Convention for a number of years 
pa,st will recaIl tha,t in 1919 the Conventiollllasse-d a .resolution discountenancing 
"some new vague view of the Scriptures." 

To illustrate to our re·ilders what t'his loose view o·f .inspira1ion means, let 
us take an instance from Prof. ·Mars·hall himself in personal' conversation. In 
regard to the Synoptic problem Ihe feels ,that the different Gospels contradict 
each oot'her.in details. For example one Gospel has it that when the r.ic'h young 
ruler came to Jesus, he said: "Good Master, what shalI I do vhat I may inherit 
etern'al life?" while another re·affi·rms that 'he s'aid': "Masol:e'r, what good! thing 
shall I do that I may inherit etema'l life?" Prof. MarshaLl does' not attempot to 
reconcile the two (see context of t·he second), but pa·ssing ,by ,these details 'he 
seeks to get 'at the religious message conveyed by the words. The Conserva·tive 
view, and t'he position which Dr. Farmer expound·s in class, is that the Synop
tists do not contradict each other, and thaol: all the seeming discrepancies are 
only apparent and not reat 

Jonas an Allegory. 
Another incident might ·come .in .here. Prof. Marshall mentioned ·incident

ally in the conversation from which jlhe a,bo¥e illus'tration is taken, that Jonah 
was an allegory. At the Convention, Rev. Linton pointed out fhat this was what 
Prof. Matthews taught when he was at McMa·ster. Je·s'Us. lS'aitlJ: "A& Jonas, was 
orhree days and three n,ights in the whale'IS belly; 5'0 slhaU the Son of man, be 
three d'ays and three nights in the Iheart of the earth." If it be ·argued ,that He 
meant no more than we would if we s'hould ·say that, "As Hercules cleaned ,the 
Augean stables', ISO we wilil do so-'and!-S'O"; we reply that Jesus went on to s'ay: 
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"The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment w.ith this generation and shlill 
~ondemn it: because they repented at the teaching of Jonas; and, behold,· a 
greater than Jonas is here." (Matt. 12: 40, 41). J u·st as truly as the Son of man 
spent three days and three nights in the heart of the earth, so did Jonah spend 
three days and three nights in the sea-monster. Shall we not put the word 9f 
Christ before men's opinions? .. 
. In conclusion we say that this article expresses the case as we see it. 'If 

we .are wrong, we are open ,to correction; but if, as we .believe, we are right, W~ 
beg our readers to ·ask themselves: W·hat will tlhe Baptists of Ontario a~d 
Quebec, who at heart are loyal to the Word of God and the Chr,ist of God, 
say when all ,the facts are ,placed before them? Will they not continue to 
stand for "t'he w.hole Ohrist in the whole B.ible for <the whole world," no matter 
what the cost may be? i 

We ask you readers to weig<h the evid'ence of the case as it comes fro:m 
·all sources and to come to "a -carefully reasoned -judgment of your own in the 
matter." Above all we beg you to earnestly pray that the Great Head of the 
Chur·C'h may by His Holy Sp.irit guide His people in.to ate ·pathway of Hi.s 
Divine will. 
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