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'~bt larbi~ &treet lQulpit 
"CAN MASONRY SAVE THE SOUL?" 

A 'Sermon by tli~ . Pastor. ' 

Preached in Jarvis St. Cnurc·h, Toronto, Sunday Evening, 'December 20th, 1925. 
, (Stenographically .. epor:tedj 

"And these are ¢he measures of the alta .. after the cub.ts: the cubit 'is .... cubit 
and an hand 'breadth."-Ezek. 43: 13. ' IIII SUPPOSE it""'" ... g=.".- ."""tt.' that all h";";" ..... lo"",ly mame m·istakes, and say and do thin'gs for, whic,l). .. , they' ought t'O 

I a'Pologize. I ha'Ve had some in,teI'esting cor,res'po~deI!-~e during the 
·past week, I have .had a num.ber' of lettlers-all 'Of. them., or nearly = all, basdng '1;h'e!r crf.t~c1SoJIl upon things they have read' in t-he IPapers. 

~~ Now. I am frank to say tha.t I have ptade a mistake, ~d"1 ow·e my' 
regular hearer'S an apology. My mls~ame was that I. did not J,jay 
what I said: last Sunday night a good while ago!:-~d the apology 

I hav,e to offer is Ithat'l am SOITY I d,id not sa.y it mor,e emphatically: Sometimes, 
alm'Ost acci-den,tally, one is led to stumhle ,u'pon a great tr,uth, and 1JhU8 
t'O discover error ,in ,people's thinking whh,lh needs corr~ction. ,On,e g9Qd man 
telephoned me to lSay that ,hithertD he -had Ibeeil iI. g>I'~t, su,p,POrter 'Of Jarvis 
Street Church an·d its 'pastDr (a m'an from outside, I 'bell,eve;' I do not .think 
he comes 'ber,e). I said to him" "Well,. surely you dID not ,~ie!Ve that YO,ur 
Masonry will save you, dD you?" He said, "I certainRy do, mr." "O'h, then," 
I said, "I am very glad I said what I said last Sunday; an'd 81m onay so'rry YDU 
were not there---tbecaus'e you 'badlly needed what I had .tD say." 

I am responsible fDr what I 'Bay-and sDmetimes tbat' involVosSI a sDme,what 
heavy responsibIlity-but I am not l'oeSiPo,nsible f~r what' the newBlPapers Say 
I have sa·id. And in that. I, intend nD rell.ection upDn', .the TDronto press. I 
haVie had a ,fa1r:ly wide experien'ce of news~pe'rs all over thoe Con-tinen.t, arid 
our TDrontD papers al'le very m,uch mOO'e accuratE!. as a rulli\, than many oth'Elrs 
with which, unfDrtunately. I have been 'aequainted. ,But, hi.' the natur,e 'Of th~ 
case, it. is not possi1ble fDr '8, daily papEl'l' to report aU that a minis~er says. The 
repDrter takes a certain -statement-oft may ibe perfectly accllrl,llte ,0 far as' it 
goes----but when he takes it entirely 'Out of its S!ltti~g, it c'O~sUtutes, very 
ollten, a .misrepr·esen,tation. But I am not a~ am di!l'turb~!1; 1t,is a good thing 
to give the ibrethren IKimething to talk abOut. ,SDmE!Dn~ 'sent me 8Jbollt ~' 
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quar.ter of a ·newspa.per pag,e, I thin,k, from one city, and aJbou:t as much from 
another, r.ElIPOrtin·g the newspaper's int..e.rvdew with nearly every ·preacher in 
town, asking him what he thought a·bout ,what this Toronto preacher had said 
~and knowing only what the newsjp&pers had ·sai.d he had said, they e~res'sed 
their opinions'. The result was emeedin'gly iDltJeresting. 

If you want. to know whlllt I mid, get a Gospel Witness as you go out. For­
tunately, everything that is said from this pulpit ,iB stenographically re,ported, 
80 we can alway& appeal to the stenographic report. But . lest some of you 
mIS:s'ed -it, I want to say 1t over again ,this eV1ening: I 8'ay to you who are 
Masons,-no matter w,hat lodge you belJong to, ,no matter what diegree you 
hav·e taken ,in your o·rder, no matter to what heights you have climbed, as 
God !iVIes 'tlnd as God UP true, your Masonry will never save you, in this 'World 
or the next. And I give the same message to you ilod'ge men who ·belong to 
other lodg,es. 

On'e of the 'Papers said, Dr. S;hieJ.ds made an ullIbtaCk" on thle S6T'V'ice clubs_ 
W,eLl, if I did, I made an attack upon the churCih,' ,too. What I ;said then I 
re,peat: ther·e ,is no salvation in sUlch or:ganizations, nor in the teaching of 
such organizat10Il&. I do not doubt but ibhat they aliI do a measur:e of good, I 
am pel'ifectly aware that the lMasonic fraternity loOk after the w1dows and 
ol"phans; and for every 'good thing .they -do, God be praised. I aJlh not going 
to dis'count the-1r mini'Sltry. I had opportunity .of obserV'in·g what was dlOne ,by 
a certain fraternal order in the United State&t ·the obhoer day; ·and I was pal"­
ticular.ly impressed w·ith the quality of the ·work they 'Were dooing: they were 
cer.tJa.in.ly caring ·for the widows, and the orphans, and for the Stick chi.ld,ren 
of members of ·their organization. And Ibhere is n'o diiSposit1on on my part­
anodl I should hope there would !be no di'soposition on the tpart of any reasonable 
man-to withlhold his' tl"ilbute Of recognition and com~enda;tion for such w1)rks 
of charity as are done. And so of your Rotary Club, antd aU .the 6thetr ClUibs. 

A little while ago in the United States-in a very tfine city in Iowa-I 
spoke to the Rotary Club one day, and the Kiiwanians another day, and the 
·Lions another day--.all in one week. 'I1hey ,had made thall arrangement before 
I got there. 'rnLey said, '~iU you go?" I ·replied, '''I w.ill g1) if they wU-l let 
me preach the gospel; ,J w.ill not go anywhere wihere I am not absolutely 
free to 'preach Christ, and Him crucitfied. I-f these ,men Me willing to listen 
to a message, from a messenger of God, out of -the BoOk, I w.i-H give ill -t1) 
them; Ibut", I sa.id, "if there are to 'be any restrictions a.t all, I will not go." 
They said, "You are flree to say whatever you like." \At the Rotary Club, 
before I spoke, th~y had a discussion about ,finding employmenll for the ihigh 
s·chool OOys in the city. :I suppose there were about one ihund·red and fifty 
men !there; -and, they seemed to me to be !good average 'business men. And 
to lbe quite frank, I thought. they spent a ·lot of Ilime discussing s'ometlhdng that 
anyone of them might have done !In five minutes. To me it was rather Like 
child's play. I ddd not see any reason ·for a lbody of grown men to come together 
and sopend so mudh time discussing a pro\Jlem which anyone of them could 
have done over Ilhe telephone in about ten minut.es, with1)ut occupyling the time 
of the rest. II do not question, however, tha,t wihrut they were doing 'W88 a good 
work-a.nd I am q'lllite wdIling to g·ive them cr-edit ~or all they dQ---!but my point 
:is simply this: salvation is not in Ilhese th·ings. 

And I said also that salvation !Is Dot l-n the -church; and j.f I mad:e an at­
tack upon Masonry, antd upon fraternal! oTgan-!zaMoD8 as a whole, I m·ade ex­
actly the same attack upon ltJhe church-for I say emphatically there is no 
salvation 4n the chureb., whether at is the Roman' Catholite Church, or the 
Anglican Ch1N'Ch, or the United Chureh, or the Pre·Slbyte-rian Church, or a 
BaptioStt Church, or a.ny other kin·d 1)f ohu-reh. The oS'a;ivati-on of which this 
Book speruks is of an entirely ddfferent c.haractleT; it is ,far deeper than a mere 
rea.rrang.emoent of human reilationlthips': salv'ation is somethin·g which relates 
alit immortal BOul to the living God' ("Amen'" "Prlllise th'e :Lor.d''') And.it i'B 
Dot in ·tIhJe power of the- Masonic !fraternity, nor of any other fraternity, to­
effect the neoessary change. 'l'hel"B .is no salivation in your good works, !Whe­
ther you do them individually. ·or co.lolectively. 

Hiere i-s a text ·that ·wiLl Ulu13.trate ·for u.s what salvation ·reallJy is. The 
dimeulty:, my frIends, ds, with al.1 due res-pect to modern religious' thin'king, 
that most people, re·14giously, never get.'beyon·d the kindergrurten class. Oui' 
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moti.ernistic frienlie 'boast of their profound tJh1nking-and ninety·n'ine out of 
a hund~ed of them have not learned the alphabet of correct thinkin·g. It is 
when we come to thi.so hoJ.y Book, and hear God speak, and literally think 
God's thoughts after Him, and get the perspective' which this Book gives us 
upon the things of tIme and of eternity, that we COllD'El to some appreciatij)n of 
the reBlPOuib1l1ty of living, and to an accurate a,ppra:isal of the values of Idfe. 
KlIIOwing what w·e ourselves are, and what our high destin'Y Is designe·d by 
God's good grace to be--when we com·e to see t·hese things, we disCOV'8T the 
a-bSIolute inadequacy of all human work,s, of all works of righteous,ness which 
we may do, either by 'Ourselves, or through the church, or through the rodge, 
or through any otiher means. I want, the,refore, to call you back for· a ldttle 
wJiUe to this great saying of the Book. 

·(E·zeklel's proplhecy is one of the most mysterious of all the books of 
the Bible; and because iob;is mysterious, it is one of the most .fascinating. !Jl'rom 
the fO'l'tieth chapter forward it contains an account o·f ,the temple which Ezekdel 
saw in the vlsions of God, when. he was among the captives illy the ri~ o~ 
Ohebar. There are many things in it which are d'ifficult to understand, and I 
am not going to quarrel with the literal1&ts as to the identldlca.t1on of the 
temple. The·re are some jjh.ings in that directIon whicll wo1lld, to me, be impos· 
sible, were fuey not shown to a man in the v,isions of 'God .... but in that realm 
nofj),ing is impoSsi'ble. But our thouglht tbds evenin'g will be gathered aboui 
the altar in the temple; for whate-ver the temple, IllS a whole, may typify, ·unques­
tlonably the altar represents the place of sa.cri·fl·ce, the p,laee of atonement, the 
place where Iblood was shed-, symbolically, .for the reconciliation of the soul to 
God. 

"These are the measures of the aJ.tar after the cUlbits: the 'culhit .1s a cubit 
and an hand breadth." The cubit was a variaible measu·re at best .. You rem'em· 
ber how it is said that the angel· measured bhe dty: ""He . measured the, wall 
thereof, an hundred. an·d forty and four cllIbits, according to the measure of °a . 
man, that is, of the angel." He stretched his golden reed upon the walls' of the 
city an,d measured it, an hundTed and forty and four cubits according to an: 
angel's measure. And we are ,told that "the city Heth ,foursquare, and the leng1'JlJ. 
is as large aJ!I the breadt'h: and he measured the 'city with the reed', twelve 
thousand Jiurlongs." iNow, can you tell me the measure of an angel's cubit, or 
an angel's furlong? There was a time when we measured the distance we t~a-. 
veIled Iby miles, now we measure it by minutes; there was a time when we 
thought-not very long ago--<that ,an express train r.unning at a mile a minute 
was about the last word in r84}id transportaUon, but I suppose ,the time is not 
far distant When .it will be a common fuing ,for someone in Toronto when !in· 
vited to Iunch, to say, "I am very sorry. I p.romised to fly over and have lunch 
with a friend. in iNew Yor:k, :but I can be back in .ume to hllive dinner with you 
In the e-vening, if that win suit you." We are getting away from our ta.pe meas­
ure, and from our foot rule. The day is comdn'g when even : the staggering dis­
tances of the a&tronome·r wtll no longer appal Us, when we s1hal~ measure ·things 
in the term·s of anobher 'World, o.f another realm; when we shall become familiar ' 
with the measurements o,f the an,gel's golden reed; and when; perhaps, we may 
fly from constellation ,to constellation and explore alI the wonders of the uni· 
verse, to ,the praise and the glory of the God Wiho made· ·us, and Who has 
redeemed us 'by the prelcious, IPrecious !blood of His· Son, " ' .. 

N'Ow I say the cUlbit was a var·hllble measure, 'but let us· .suppose we have 
the measure of the cubit: "These are the meaSlllrBS of the altar after the oUJbits: 
the cubit. hi a cubit and. an hand 'QreacLth",-it was the ortlina.ry .cubit, plus an 
hand bread·jjh. !But whose hand-breadbh, I ·should like to know?--'8. child's, a'· 
man's, or a gia,nt's? Who can mea;slllre for us this ,place of s:ac·riflce, the 'altar': 
whose measure is a-fter the cu'bits, a clllbit that is a oubit and an hand breadth? . 
The truth is, my friend-s, no one can measure it. The fact is, bhe Altar is 1m •. 
measurable, the SacrIfice is of incalcula'ble value. It means that the blood 
that flowed from the cross where Jesus died, was the wealth of' all worlds in· 
solution; He was mad·e after the power of an indlssolulble Ufe. He was the 
Inflnitoe One, He died the Just fo·r the unjUJSt to bring us to God .. And when you . 
come into the light of Go·d's h()ly Word, and see what provision God has made 
for the taking away o,r sin,. for the restoration of sinful men to fellOWShip and 
eommun10n with Himself, you see that all human dnstitutions,. and, organize..:· 



4 (664) THE GOSPEL WITNESS De'c. 31, 1925 

tion's, and -efforts, 'Pa~e, and fad,e into utter, absolute iIIlsignifieance: they a.re ' 
not tc be measured wi,th the Altar whose measure is after the en,bits, the "cubit 
that is a cu.bit and an hand breadth. 

I. 
This atonement whoiCih God has made for us is lmmeaSlWl"8.ble in its Godward . 

reach; t'he atonement ministers something to trhe nature of God. You get down 
there on tha.t low level and ;play your games Uke little chHdren making heaps 
of sand on the sea-shore, and you say, "I am going to 'be saved by this method, 
I shall be s'aved by doing this." But what is salvation? What docs it involve 
but a right relationshIp t'O God? And in all this matter .the decrees of God are 
to be considered, the judgment of God Is to be weighed, the will and the Word 
of God are to be enquired of, i,f we would 'know tlhe terms upon which a sinful 
soul may come into rIght rellhtionship with God. 

, , I repeaJt, an atonemenll is necessary, 'because God' and man are no longer 
dot one. Sin has caused the separation: "YOour iniquities have separated Ibetween 
you and your Go,d." And sin is a much more serious malady than we have 
d,reamed: sin is something more than the violation of an abst1"act law; sin 
in'volves .the violation of the very nallure of God Himself. The law which 
decrees, ''The wages of sin Is death", is not an aI"lbitrary law: it lis written in 
the very nature o,f thIngs; it Is what it is because God is w.hat He is. It is 
not merely a sllatute ,that is put upon a boo,k, which mayor may not 'be enforcecl::' 
it is a law 'which is ·based in the nature cif things, and which, automat!ically; 
if I may venture to say so, enforces itself. The -law w·hich says, "The wageS of 
tlin is death", can' no more ,be ch'anged than the law which m.akes pois'on Kill, 
or fire burn. You know that if I dropped a sufficien.t quantity 'of arsenic in 
,this glass and drank it., a judge and jury would not be needed to decIde w'hether 
r was guilty of self-destruction. The arsenic in the glass would settle that 
quesllion, once for all. lot -is of the very nature of things that pOison wiill· kUl. 
Put' your hand into the 1I.re, and it will ,burn. I say, IIhat law is :based on the 
nature of things. And the law will.ich says, "The soul th~t sinneth, it shall die", 
is based in ,the nature o,f things-and ill cannot Ibe ,changed unless you change 
Goa. And with all your ,Modernism you cannot change the nature of God; you 
cannot repeal the law which radla.t.es ,from God Himse1f, and is a part of God. 
There are laws \lIlXln our &tatute books that are saId to ·be enacted 'by His 
M8.jest.y, King George, by and with ·the consent of his counsellors-and His 
'.Ma.jesty knows noth,ing about them, an,d ,cares less,-personally, I mean. You 
may violate' th'ose particular statutes, and you wiH not hurt rh,im personalIy. 
But you cannot break the law of God wLthout .registering your ·rebellIon in vhe 
Pers'on of God Himself. The revelation of Calvary in thi&, as ,in all other 
respects, is a revelation of ·fact, sin not only offends, It actually wounds God': 

"God ds law, say the' wise. 0 BOul, and let. us rejoice, 
Fo,r if He thunder by law vhe thunder is yet His voice .. 
Law is God, say some. 1N0 God I8It all, says the fool; 
For all we have power to &ee is a straight staff bent lin a ,pool: 
For the ear of man cannot hear, and the eye of man cannot see, 
But df we cOould see and heaT--.this Vision, were -it nov He?" 

God is in His universe everywhere. I wonder ·if I may take you with me tm.is 
evening and' ask you to think wi.th me for a while---;1 say It almost a.pologetic­
ally~sk you to thin,k with me 8. llttle ibeneath the surface tib,is evening whHe 
I try to eXiplain t·o you that the ·un1verse ·itself is an extension of God. You 
know ,Dhere is a .panthe~st!c 'phf.1.osophy which ·idenUofies -God wUh the flowers, 
and the !birds, and: -the aIr, and the rocks,-with everythin,g that God has made; 
a.nd we hear a great deal a,bou-t the divine immanence, vhat is to say, God is 
everywhere and in. everyth:ing. lBut that is only a. half truth. God is a' ,Spirit, 
and He pervades all space, and you e-.mnot shut God up to any ;particular local­
ity. He "dwelleth not in temples made witm. 'hands; neither is worshilpped wi·th 
men's han,d's, as though He needed any thing, &aeing iIle giveth -to all life and: 
breath, and all things." Yet there is a great truth, I ,say, in that doctrine ~'f vhe 
divine -immanence, th'at God is everywhere. He .is in this ,room to-night. He 
fills the very atmosphere of this place: 'He ,kn'ows what we think, whlllt we feel, 

'. He hears what we say. He is a ,Spirit, \but He is more than ·that: He is toran­
scendant; He is dn ,the univeree, -but He ·is a'bove the universe. He is a Per~ 
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Bonality with all the 'quallties of personaliL'Y, exercising them as the RJUler over 
all .the earth. The laws Qf nwture are a mirror -in which the divine Nwture is 
reflected. iI know we t·a-I,k very simply sometimes about the fi'owers in tdle field, 
and of the goodness ·o.f (}{Jd as manifested by the provIsion He has made for 
our p:!lysical want.s; ,but there ,is somethin.g far' deeper than tha.t. Law is 
universal, and law ·is one; law begins in the physical realm, and stretches into 
the moraol ·and spir·itual, and everything 1s su.bject to one great Law..Qiver Who. 
is over all, God, blessed ,for ever. 

1 may find an illustration from the very atmosphere. 1 wonder if you iIl.ave 
ever stolPped to as'k how ·the weather-man ds a:ble flO pred-ict ,that there will be 
a storm at such a' time? Well, it simp.ly means this: he has a weather map, 
and when he ·sees yonder Ij;·here is an atmosphel'i'c higih. ,pressure region, that is 
a prop:hecy o·f strong wind's from the high pressure region .to the low pressure 
area. U L'here is a hole in the g.round here, and you open a reservoir of water 
u·p there, it will find 'its own level. flow down, and fill that sp.ace beloow .• So it 
is in the air. 1 wonder .how many there are here who ;have fl·own? Have you 
ever been u·p in the air?--[ mean lIteraBy, not metaphorically; you have all 
'been up thaot way-but. have you ever ta.ken to yourself w-ings, and gone up in 
the clouds? 1 have; and how ex;hiLara:tlng it is! If 1 had plenty of money I 
think 1 would 11ve up there. But you have heard men ta~k a;bout holes in the 
air: they flnd in the atmoSiphere, .soft spots; and when the plane comes t.o that 
place, it dro.p·s, just as your mobor car dro·ps into a soft place in tqe road. 
There is a ,place up there where the atmosphere is dense. then a place down 
here wheTe the presSIUre is low; and the baromerer yonder will tell what .it is 
there, and wiB tell what it is here-and the telegraph ·brings bhe news. The 
weath.er man h,a·s a ma.p. and he has teleg.raphic communications from all over 
the country, and he says this low pressure area means high winds from the 
high pressure region, because n.a;ture abhors a vacuum. He does not need to 
be very clever ,to say thab: he has only to .find out thwt this iow pressure is here, 

. and he knows th·at from somewhere the air wHI rush down to fill that up. 
That is what makes a cyclone: when a vacuum is formed in tille wtmoB'P'here, 
like ,the 'breaking o.f a great dam, the air r,usihes ·down, and sweeps every·thdng 
before it. 

'Do you ,know L·hat the IScriptures tell us that that is really a representation 
of God? I ·know that some of my modernistic friend·s will tell me t·hat the Bible 
does not teach s·cience-nnd 1 grant yOU .jt does n'Ot; the Bible ·is not a text. 
book on science. But 1 will venture t'he. assertion that· whatever p·rogress you 
maJke, when you have rea.ched the very top, you will find the Bible there ahead 
of you saying, "I told ·you SQ. You did not und'el'Stand it, 'but 1 was there." 
Why? Because the God Qf the nature of things, with all this universe clearly 
mirrored before Him, ins'pired men flo write; and w:hHe tt i·s not written in 
specili.ca.lly scientific language, yet -it is written in such a way. in such. pregnant 
speech, thaot no matter what advancement you make, the Bible is always there 
ahead. The whole fabrIc of nature so marvelously ·and beautif,uUy framed. and 
held together by a flhousand laws, is really a bright mirror in which the Divine 
nature is refiected. There is a law wiIl.ich determines the circuits of the wind, 
which makes the atmospheric "low pressure" area a ·p.rophecy o.f strong winds 
from the ''high pressur.e" region which makes a comparative vacuum here a 
promise o.f a ·cyclone from yonder. There is a law which proportions the hoig>ht 
of the mountains flo the de.pth of the sea; which rendel'S it necessary that the 
wa.ters be measured, and that the moun,tains 'be weighed in scales, and the hills 
in a lbalance. And these laws proceed from God. There is a moral, as there'is 
.a physical constitution of the universe, and both reflect the nature of God, 
Who, personal and transcendent though He be, ds yet immanent in the things 
.which He ;hath made. In the one hundred and tholrty4l.fth Psalm the::;e two, t.he 
physical and the moral, are placed in juxta.position: "!He causes the .'apours 
to· as'cenel from the end3 of the earth; He m:rketh the Iightlning for the rain; 
He bringeth the wind out o·f His treasuries. Who smobe the firstborn of Egypt, 
both of man and beast? Who sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee 
o Egypt, ·upon Ph.araoh, and upon alI his servants?" TIlle stroke which slew 
the firstborn of Egypt and flhe ·p·aschal lamb was as necessary as t.he llghtning 
which makes a way for the rain; the. sending of tokens and wonders into the 
mid.st of Egn>t was as inevitable as the coming o.f the wind out of His trens. 
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uries. The moral void which sin creates, the displacement. ,of tlhe Divine S'pirit 
from human lives, this distUl'lbance of the moral equilibrium, makes the awful 
tempes't of the wrath ,to come as inevi·table as the dev.astating cyclone which the 
atmospheric void calls forllh. There ds more than a figure of speech in Jere­
miah's saying, "Behold, 'a whir:1w·ind of the Lor,d is gone forth in fury, even a 
grievous whirlwind. It shall fall grievously upon obh.e head o·f the wicked. The 
ang'er of the Lord shall not return unUI he 'have executed, and till He have 
performed -the thoOughts of His heart." The moOral void which God cal~!I sin 
calls forth the whirlwind, and itl is bound to fall u'pon the head of the Wlcked . 
. That passage which describes God's rule ,in the moral realm is' in strict accord 
with what science now Iknows to be His law in the ;physdcal realm. 

And, therefoOre, I say, there is that in ,the very nature of God which is 
identical with the moral constitution of things wh·ich necessdtates tlhe atonement 
before man can tbe at one with hds Maker. It is unscienotiflc to make light of 
the atonement. If men knew as much about the realm of morals as they know 
about ·the realm of physiCS, they would 'know thatl as the night-time of one 
ihemisphere is necessary ·to the day· time of the OtJhoCT, so the da,r.kness of Calvary 
was essential to the world's light. Every meteorological observatory, every 
weather bureau, is a pulpLt W'hoOse message-end it is the voice of science­
.ts, "Flee from the wrath to come." 

Who will stop the -cyclone? How are you going to stop it? With your 
Masonry? with your chu,reb? with your Rotary Club? with all the works 
of rIghteousness thal1 you may do? YoOU who try it, wilol try it -to your ever­
lasting regret~ No, my friends, study the chart of any meteorological bureau, 
study the works of God-not super,ficially, ,but profoundly, bring them all into 
the -light of God's holy Word, and you will flnd that itl !is unscientific toO make 
light of the atonemen·t. !Men who .talk about salvation without atonement, 
wi,tthout something tlhat can restore :the :balance, are .utterly unscientf.:fic in their 
thinking. 

Will you say that law in ·the physical realm is so dnexoO,rable ·that the health 
officers issue a bulletin-I read one occasionally and I learn that. there are so 
many rodllion less bacteria in a spoonful of milk tJh-i.s week than last,-I do not. 
know how they count them, but lIhey tell me the ml1k is a lJi·ttIe more wholesome 
,than 1t was last. weekI-What is that health 'bulletin -issued· for? There is a lot 
of nonsense in it s'ometimes, I 'believe, but it is supposed to .be scien·tli.fic. What 
lies at the ·foundation of it? That. men say, We have discovered in the physical 
realm that t-here are certain laws which cannot be tM,fied with, and th.a.t life 
lis conditioned upon obedience to law; and if you breMi: it,-no matter who you 
are, if YoOU have mUllonlil of money, If you ·are a. church member, if yo.u 'are a 
'Mason, whoever you are-i-f you tbreak that law, you wUl pay the penalty, for 
nature is no respeoter of persons. But someone tells me that in the realm of 
morals and religion 'I must be tbroadminded! Have you ever heard anyone 
,tal'k like' that?-"Our minister is Ibroadminded". I do not know hoOW many 
ya·rds wide he 1s; but get him to try his broadmind!edness in a oban·k a.s an 
accountant.-end they will sen,d tMm to the penitentiary; let another pracf1ise 
his ,broadm1ndedness beh·lnd the counter in the d'rug store where prescriptions 
are dls.pensed'-probably he will give the undertwker a j·otb !:first, after t-hat he 
wiU g.o to Kingston too. It is ·only in the ·realm of morals and relig.ion, my 
dear friends, that nothing ma.tters, It is only there that- there is no law! But 
as God ldves, tJha.t is not true. Law is universal, and you must kn'ow that the 
moral and physical are linked .to,gether; and t-hat when a man violates the 
moral law he,8It the Slame time, violates the physical law; and the sins of the 
fathers are visited upon the ebild~n, unto the third ,and ·fourth generation. 
You cannot deny tdlat. 

But some gentleman comes alon·g and hands me a little thing Like 
this-it is a Rotary Club creed, and he says, "Come and have lunch w.f.th us, 
and hear a:bout the goO,ad things we are doing," And 'by and by he makeS' a 
religion of his ,good wor:ks. Why, man, YoOU ·have not begun to th·lnk at all; 
YoOU do not know whatl you are, j·f you imagine ,that your charities can atone 
for your sin. You do not know the importance of your inner self, that some­
thing wh!ich came from God and that is answeraJble to 'God, and you have not 
learned that your sin is a thing which goes on, and on, and on, !-ike that. wave 
set In motion by l1he IP6btble that is th'ro-wn into ·the Jake, until it touch,es the 
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farthest shore. Sin never stops until i,t drives its spear into the heart of God 
H1mseI-f, and puts a crown o.f thorns upon His brow; sin never stops unti·l it 
takes from His hand the sceptore, and P'11ts there instead a. reed; sin never mops 
until it bows ,the knee ·in mockery to God Himself. iNow I say, if that ,be true, 
how shall we stop ·the Wlhirlwind? Tell me, 'Where shall we find in an the 
universe somethiD:g th~ will fiJ,1 the moral void, and restore the balance, vhat 
God may be just and yet the JusUfier of Mm that believeth on Jesus? 

Who shall answer that demand of ·the diVii·ne namure on account of 
human sin? Wiho shaH so fill that moral void as to prevent the whirlwind of 
wrath? Who sha.ll supply the rIghteousness to ,be weighed against. our sin as 
the mountains a;re weighed with vhe sea? From What ocean shall the clouds 
of' 'grace ,be distilled? . Upon what aI-tar sha:ll the lt~hltning fall to make a way 
·for the rain of salvation to descend? From what aLtar shall the waters of life 
fiow as ·an ever-widening, deepening river, to keep thatl ocean full? 

''Tihese are t.he mea&ures of the altar after the cu,bits: The c1l:bit is a cubit 
and an hand bread,th:' But whose hand breadth,? Whose b1l1t His, "W·ho hath 
measured the water·s ·in the hollow of His hand, and metoed our heaven with the 
span. and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the 
mountains in sca.les and tille hUls in a ·balance." He has measured the Cross 
after .the cU'bits, the cubit that is "a cu'bib and an hand 'breadth". Thds altar 
is not one cwbit, bu,t. twelve, and the length and breadth of it are equal; twelve 
hand :bread·ths of the hand tlhat holds the waters in its hollow, and meted 01l1t 
h.eaven with a S1Pan, w.ho "taketh 1L1I the isles as a very little thing." No 
wonder it is said of that. aLtar, ''!And his stairs shall look toward the east," for 
he who trustls to such a Sacrifice shall see the ,breakil!.g of a ·day on which the 
sun shaH never go down. 

That is the spdritual significance of .th·iB text. 'nIe Altar is immeasur8lble, 
the ,Sacri-fice is >infinite. Oh, my breth·ren! hold fast t.o the .truth of that hand 
breadvh-rather, yIeld yourselves to the 'grasp of that Hand', and never fear 
to sing: 

"lForfbid ilt, ':Lord', that I Should boast, 
.Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things thav charm me most, 
I ·s'acrMice them to His blood." 

The wound~ng of no Oother :hand t.han that which spans the hea.vens, and 
holds the ·worlds, could make tlhe sinner at one with. God. lBut that Cross is 
enough! If lI;·he price o·f my redemption is paid by that Hand, if that blood 
which contruns the wealth and the life of all worlds in solution, fiows instead 
of mine, nothing more can .be ·demanded; and i·f it were, what more could even 
the angels o·f heaven sup·ply? God ask,s no more of any man than bMs, that 
Christ should die for him. . 

Others may thin'k they have found another way of l~.fe. I know of only 
one way. ,I can stand only in the garden where Jesus was crucified, where the 
fiowers g'l'0}V into beauty out of the death o·f their other selves; where the 
anger ·of vhe Lord·, like the w.ind in its circuits, returned when He had executed' 
arid performed the thou·g·ht of His heart on Calvary, and 'the whirlwind of 
wrath died away into silence in the grave where Jesus was laid. From there 
would I go forth to meet tillee, .sinner, "·preaching peace by Jesus Christ." 

Iil. 
T.he atonement is immeasura.ble ·In its ministry to the 'human conscience, 

in the satisfaction -it renders to the moral law ~n us. 
It was in this respect chiefiy tha.t man was made in the image o·f God, that 

t·he I.aw of His nature was made the l'aw of ours. We read that they who have 
no written law "show the WOI"k of the law writ,ten in their hearts, their con­
science also bearing witness." .And joUst as the moral nature of God demands 
satisfaotion f·or sin, so does our own moml nature require to ·be appeased; and 
the moral facu·U'Y. conscience, d:efiled as H is, will never wholly 'be a.t 'rest, and 
never will be a.t one wit.h God until the lPenalty of sin is lPaid. 

Conscience wIll never consent to your acquittal without the payment of 
a penalty. And no sacrifice which you may offer on any altall which you can 
build wiH wholly satisfy or silence ·the demands of your own conscience. 
Demed 'and seared as iv is, cons'cience is a little bit of God; His law is inherent 
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in Us very constitution. And th.ough y{)U ·could 'bwild an a,J.tar of !precious . 
stones, with. steps and furnishings .of gold, though for your sacrifices you should· . 
oheap u~on it aIJ good works which a mortal IIlIa.y do, tbough your saCll'ifice 
were consumed with a zeal which only death could quench, Conscience, even 
as the holy law of God; must discern an 'in-finite disparit'Y between the measure 
of your sacrifice and the measure of your sin; and m1l&t refuse to accept the 
one or absolve you of the otp.er. !Erven those "'g.ifts and sacrifices" w·h·ich were 
offered in the temple according to divine direction as "a figure for the time 
vhen present," the Holy ,Spirit s'aith, "Could not make him tha.t did the service 

. perfect, as pertaining to the conscience." 
And yet we rea.d of the ;possibility of having ."80 conscience voId of offense," 

"a ,pure conscience." We rel).d that Woocshippers "once !purged, should have no 
more 'conscience ()f sins," a,nd that we may have "our hems sprinkled from 
an evil conscience." 

But again we have to ask, Where is the s'acrilfice which can fully satisfy 
vhe J.aw of God written in our conseien,ces, which can· make us at one with God 
and with ou-rs·elves, th,at there may Ibe peace ·between God and man, 'and peace 
in God and man? Where i's the altar sufficient for such a sacri·fice? And a·gain 
we reply, No.thing but the altar whose measure is after the cubits can atone; 
aff.oer the hand breadth of ·the Hand that made us and wrote His law upon our 
consciences: "For if the bJ.ood (}f bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an ,h,eifer 
sprinkling the unclean sanctifieth to the purifying ()f the flesh, how much more 
shall the .blood. of .christ, who, .through the e'ternal Spi'rlt, offered Himself with­
out spot 110 God, :purge you·r conscience from dead 'Works to serve the living 
God·?". 

'It is the testimony of every pUI'ged conscience that the blood of the altar 
whose' measures 'are after the cubits satisfies all claims. 'Donscience allows that 
Q()d ought VO save . the soul for wih,om Jesus ·Med. "Therefore, 'being justified 
by faith, we bave peace with God through our !Lord Jesus Christ." 

Have you seen the Cross, my .. brother? Have you 100'ked to the Lamb of 
God? Are you able to say, "Praise God·, satisfaction has Ibeen rendered on my 
ibehali, .and I am at .peace with God, and at peSice wi·th myself"?-"Therefore 
,being justified by .faith, we have peace willh God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Then will. you suffer me to say this-you may talk about your clu·b, 'but 1 
tell you ·this, that whatever good there ,is in anyone of them came f·rom God. 
If .there be any good in anyone of them-anit 1 believe there is a great deal 
of good in Ilheir charitable min'istrles----then it is under the inspiration of the 
g·ospel they ,have come to be. My ,fear· is alway's tl1at these thin·gs which may 
.be -g()od in themselves may be made a sU'bstitute for God's !best. ·1 have never 
Ibeen able to go into anyone o·f them myself, because 1 would rather die than 
surrender my l:i·berty. I cannot afford, 'personally, vo lbelong .to any organization 
that WOUld, in any way, curtail my Uberty as a Ch~istian. I must. be as Sibsol­
utely independent of man as I am dependent upon God. However, that is a 
matter for you to judge for youl"Se.J.f. For myself I am convinced that whoever 
would war a good warfare musll not entangle ih.imseJ.f with the things of this' 
world. 

:HI. 

The atonement ·is immeasurable in i,ts aJt;tractive and inspirSitional po·wer. 
T.h.ere Is such a thing as gravitllttion measure. !By the use of deHcate 

instruments it is possi,ble to meaSl\lre the g.ravltat'ion of one body toward 
another, to determine the measure (}f their mutual attraction. One can indicate 
the horse-power of an engine, or ascerta.in Ilhe velo·city of the wind, or the 
v-olta:ge of an electric current. But who can measure the attracUon of "the 
altar after cubits," the in-spi-rational power of the CI'os's of Christ? 
. W110 can estoimate its power {)f attr,actiO'n? Can you measure by cubits 
or furlongs ·the dIstance from the ·Fa·ther's door to the swine troughs in the 
fields w.Mch Jesus des~ibed as "a .far country"? 1H0w "far"-oh, how "far," 
maya soul depart ·from God'? The distance ·is Ionger than a human father'·s 
voIce can ·carry, it is greater tlban a wife's ent~eaty can be -heard, and lit is 
Bometimes farther than a mother's love can maJke 'itseJ:f fel't. :For men will 
'Pile u.p barriers between vhemseloves and God and put themselves So out of tune 
with all holy voices as til .place iIlhemselves ~here no h'uman v-oic·e can call and 
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no human arm <:an 'help them back to God. And' -in the isolation o.f that far 
country wihere every ·communication with holy 'bhdngs is .broken, there is but one 
power that can oouch ·the sinner there. lBut even there, there reaches him a 
power by which he finds himself drawn away from his swIne-feeding to journey 
in a new d·irecti·on; and the mountains are leveled, an·d gulfs are Ibridged and 
rivers crossed, until ih,e comes up with that resistless 'Cross on C'alvary-UAnd 
I, If I lbe Hfted ,u.p from the earth, will dTaw all men unto me." 

And who can measure the Uoplif.ting power of the albar a·fter the cu·bits? 
"All ,have sinned ·and come short of the glory of ·God," but how f!lll' "shol't" have 
we fallen? How far below ·the divine level of tli-fe? "As' ,the heaVJelllJs are hi:g<her 
than the earth, so are my ways higher' than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts." 

Iu 1s thus sin illas dwar·fed and degraded us ·from the ,palace to the prison, 
from a throne to the ashheap, from ,the gardens of Paradise to -the miry clay of 
the horrible 'llit. But who can span that shortness, Ibetween our sin .and -tihe 
divine glory, between the malarial marshes of our na.tural moral level and' the 
moral aillitudes of the holy and heaUhy dwellin'g of the 1M0st High? There are 
the ·drunkard, the thief, the llibertine, so deeply sunlken in the mire; and there 
are the self-rig,hteous, of the same base passions, only keeping 'liheir outer 
ga.rments clean by cIinging to the sides of the pit. IBut whau power shal·l Uft 
them from the low level of life to company w·ith angels or ·Uft the beggar from 
the dunghnl ·to set him among princes? 

A cubit was the length of uhe forea;rm from :the elbow to ·the tip of ·the 
longe·s-t finger. ~ut what. human arm can measure this shortness, or span this 
gulf, or fathom this pit? Willen the cuhit fails'; when no mother's arm is long 
enough, and no fauher's arm is strong enough; when no church or ~rophet· or 
priest, by their utmo·st 'l'each can lift. a soul from sin to holines's, ibehold ·the 
powe·r of the altar that is after the CUibits, the· cubit that is the length of an 
arm--.,and an hand breadth prevails! "N-either shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand"! 

Time would fai·l me to tell of its ,imileUing ·power. No .ship was ever :b()ll'ne 
so irresisuilbly to iller haven ·by any wind tha·t did ever Iblow 'as the Church has 
iJJeen impelled by that Divine Wind set in motion by the fire .kind·led on thIs 
measureless altar. W·e 'talk of wat.er power, ·but no ca.taract -can generate power 
for such acMevements· as· are tracealble to thau great r.iver which· Ezekial saw 
flowing from 'beside -this altar, and of wih1ch he said: "Every thing sha.ll live 
whithe·rsoever the river cometh." We wonder at ·the impelling :power of steam. 
It transports a thousand .people across I!he continent or carries the population 
of a town across the ·sea. But the power of .the Cross· of the hand breadth has 
-changed the fa:ce of th:e world; it takes up the isles as a very litt'le thing, and 
by Hs righteousness the nations are exalted. We stand amazed at the marvelous 
accomplishments o.f electricity, as i1> turns the factory wheels and carries us 
about as on the wings of the wind, and turns dal'kness to Ug!bt as by the wings' 
of the m()l1'ni-ng. But. ,Calvary',s ,power turns the shadow of d·eath into the 
morning; ·il! iUumines the world, and bears unnumbered millions up the glorious; 
Wih-ite Way to the·ir home in the shadowless City of God. 

Put your Masonry beside that, wi.ll you, or any kind of eccliesi'astical 
:power, or any of your little clubs-put them beside this act of God, coming in 
the fiesh to save POOT lost souls, and ·bringing .them ·back to God, and say there 
is salv'ation in that! God heJ:p you, my Ibrothell', to bear wihat He says through 
H1s Word. 

IIi. the home of a friend one day, as he reclined on the ~ounge opposite, 
and I in an easy chair, we were having a pleasant chat unt.il dinner was caned, 
when Ms little boy, named iNerI, a1bout three or four years old, came in. He 
went to his fathe'l"s sIde and I heard him whisper: "Papa, ·get up and show 
MT. :Shields how much you love me." I knew at once the'l'e was a secret between 
them, as it is fitoting there 'should be between father and child, and that it was 
Il. secret in which the child rejoiced. 

His father smiled, and said, "Oh, run away, Neil, and play; we are busy 
tal'king, and Mr. Sihields knows I love you." "Yes," said ,the lattle fellow, "but 
I want you to show ihim how mueh." . 

Again and ag.ain the father tried to put him off, but t'he child persisted in 
h'is plea that the visitor be sihown "how much" the fa.ther loved . 

. M leng·tJh the 'father yielded, and as he stood, the chUd aoood .between us, 
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and, 'holding up his dndex finger, woith a glance ,first at his father and then at 
me, he said, "!Now you watch, ·tiLl you see how much my ~apa loves me." 

'His father was a ta1-1 and splendi«By ,propor-tloned man. ~ii'st he parbially' 
extended one arm, but the child exclaimed, "No, more than tha:t." Then the 
other arm was extended simLlar:ly, 'but the ,lilt.tle fellow was not conbent; and 
(lemanded, "!More ·than that." Then one after ·the (I·ther iboth IIJI"ms were out­
stretched to bhe full, only the fingers remaining closed. But st.ill the child 
insisted, "More than that." Tlhen in response to his repea:ted demands, as he 
.playf,uUy stamped his little foot and clapped his hands and cried, '\No! No! It's 
more than .that," one dinger after anotiher on either hand was extended:, untU 
his father's arms were opened to their utmost reach, and: to each was added 
the full hand breadth. Then the child turned to me, and· gleefully clapping 
his hands, exclaimed, "See? That's how much papa ~oves me." Then he ran 
off to his play contenb. . 

-Dh, yes, it is time for play when we know how much ou·r Fathe·r loves us! 
That is the beginning of the happy life. And that child Is a picture of the 
world. !Nothing will ever satisfy the weary human heart that hungers for a 
last·jng ·love but the Gospel, which t~lls how much God loves us. Many voices 
proclaim the love of God. But nowhere bu.t at the Oross, whose measures are 
after ·the cubits of a Coubit and a hand breadth, can we know how muCh God 
loves: the world. 

Who of us can 'resist the attraetdon of a love }.!'ke that, measured iby toile 
hand 'breadth of t:he Hand which holds all oceans In l.ts ho}'low? Who of 'Us, 
!IHlW great soever our sins, shall ·fear to trust an atonement measured by twelve 
hand .breadths of tihe Hand that met.ed ou,t heaven with the sopan? 

I charge thee, sinner, :let not thine 'UJlJbel:lef drive thee ,beyond the far reach. 
of mercy's finger tips! 'There is no far country this side o·f· hell wbich is not 
shadowed iby that Cross. Behold and believe how mucih God loves thee; oh, lose 
thy sin, and find thy heaven ·in the hand breadth ().f uhe Cross! 

And keep thln'e eyes open to that vision of infinite love, and thou !!halt feel 
its power in the hour of temptation, and rest in its mi,ghb ·in the hour of wea:k­
ness, and rejoice in its comfort. in ·the time of sorrow, and deUght in its com­
panionsMp in the hour of loneliness and s'hare Us victory in the hour of death. 

And in Uhe ·golden city, surpassing all splendours, and transcend1ng 8:11 
harmonies, a·nd eclipsing all wonder.s, that vision shaH remain. And when 
unnumbered millenn'iums have unfruded the mysteries of all worlds, thou stm 
shaH ·poin.t in ever-d·eepening wonder to ",the ·Lamb as -it. had been slain," and 
cry, "God' so loved the world!" 

·Let us ibow quIetly a moment in prayer: 
.oh, how we .praise Thee for that great love t.o us, Thou Fabher, ,Son, and 

Holy Ghost! We .ha.ve sinned against Thee; we have wasted our 9ubstance 
in riotous living; we have forfeited all right to return to the Father's house; 
we have so misunderstood Thee, and so .imperfectly apprehended bhe character 
of. our own sin that we have presumptu'ously dared to assume that we could 
put ourselves right. Forgive OUT ;presumption. And, 0 Spiri,t of God, wilt Thou 
not show us all the f·ace of God in Christ? .Show us all how vain it is to brust 
in any human efforts; tea.ch us how to ·leave it and: ibroken-heartedly come to 
the foot of the Cross. We thank 'Thee for the Altar whose measure Is after bhe 
cubits of a cubit and an hand breadth; we th·ank Thee .for the immeasurable 
Cross, for the inesUmaible ·Sacrifice; and we come to y.ield ourselves to it. '1'ho'll 
·hast bold us in Thy Word of one who ,prayed in the temple, fearing to lift his 
eyes ·to heaven, "God Ibe merciful to me a sinner"; and Thy Word tells us that 
he went down to his house justifie·d. If there -is an . unconverted man or woman 
here this evenin.g, help such an one at this moment to -breathe' thau prayer 
before Tihee, "-God ,be mercifuJ. to me a sinner", and then to rest upon Thy 
promise, fo·r Thou hast sadd, "He that ,believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
Ufe." And bhen, .0 Lord, wilt Thou give grace and courage this evenin·g, Iby 
the .power of Thy S·pirit, to every man or woman who has thus yielded to 
Christ, who has never before acknowledged iEIim, this very night to confess 
Jesus as :Sav·iour and Lord. Oh, that this may Ibe the night of bleSSing, and 
aboundoing salva.tion! -Grant it to us, nob because we are worthy, for we are 
sinful, everyone; but grant it to us ,because Jesus died for sinners. 'We ask 
it ·in His precious, all-ilrevailing !Name. Amen. 
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(fbttorial ~Ott5 
On account of .the leng,th ·of the sermon 'for which, 011 account of its 

subjed there have been many requests, we have been obliged to omit. our 
editord~s thois week. But look for next week's Witness-it will be extra special. 

Dr. Sowerby's letter is the forerunner of many o,thers. Dr. Sowerby will 
be l.istene-d to by thousand.s. His grea·t work in Aylmer, and London, and 
Toronto, and Winn.jpeg, ·as well as in many other places as ~pec~al preacher 
entitles him to speak with authority. He knows the denommatlOn and the 
spirit o·f McMaster. We expect our readers will hear much more ·from Dr. 
Sowerby. . 

Dr. Farmer and Dr. W. T. Graham are s-till s-ilent. Apparently Dr. Farmer 
has no answer to ·our address of a ·few weeks ago. He knows ·that our 
defini,tion of his atotitude is absolutely unanswerable. Dr. Graham also stand·s 
before the denomination as one' who has approved of the preaching in his own 
pulpit of a bloodless gos;pel-at the p·oles removed .from everything Dr. Graham 
has ·long professed to believe. . 

The S.S. Lesson Notes: A sample of ·vhe Junior and l'rlmary lesson ihelps 
in the Whole Bible Course is puhlished in this issue. as ·an advertisement.' We 
do not supply these :helps, but they may be obtained, as advertised, 'from Cleve­
land. 

Special "Gospel Witness" Offer Extended. 
The offer of The Witness for one year for one dollar bo new sUibscr·iibers is 

e~tended through Januuy. To Toronto addresses, on account of postage, new 
su·bscribers· ()nly, $1.050. Subscribe to-day. . 

Last Week's "Witn.ess" was mailed on Wedne'sd'ay in~tead of Thursday. 
If delivery was delayed it wa·s on 'account o·f the heavy Christmas mail. 

Last Sunday's Services. With a temperature below zero our numbers were 
somewhat reduced. The church was practically full in ,the evening, although 
not crow.ded as usual. Six were baptized, and about ten professed conversion. 

DID PAUL PREACH SIN OR EVIL? ASKS CLERIC. 
Rev. W. J. H. Brown Preaches on "The Plague In .McMaster" 

Annette Street Baptist Church was last evening the scene of a 'SlPil"ited 
. venbal attack on t.he teadhing abo McMaster University, particularly that of Pro· 
fesso·r Mars-hall when the pastor, Rev. W. J. H. (Brown, spGke on "The Plague 
in McMaster University." 

"Two great perils ·face us in tlhe church to·day," ihe d'eclared, "s-piri,tual 
deception and open opposibion to the word of God. To be silent on these things 
dn a crisis like the present is to be tmitoor t.o the cause of Christ and ·to the 
souls of m·en. To poison the bodies of men Is 'bad, but to poison their 'sools and 
to undermine their faith in God -is ben thousand times worse. 

. "!Professor Marshall of MeM.a.ster University is a man .possessed of a won· 
derful personality. He is a cultured gentleman and is doubtless conscientious 
in tihe views he holds of scripture, but his teaching tends to undermine faith 
,In the word of God. Some o·f bhe plainest statements made. by .the Lord Jesus 
Ohris-t he does n·ot accept as facts. It we cannot believe the tes-timony of Christ 
ihow dare we trust Him for our salvllltion? To his class of young theologues 
Pro-fessor Marshall said not long since, 'Do not preach sin: it will tend 00 
d·rive some o·f your congregation away. Speak of it as evil.' WhBlt a p.ity Paul, 
for inSltance, had not t.he privilege of attending lMaMaster Unlvers10ty and sit·ting 
at lIhe feet of Professor Marsihall. PlIoul preached sin as sin. What w.m 'be the 
harvest tha.t will 'be reaped from such tea.chings as he gIves? It will be just 
such a ha.rvest as .that that has ·been reaped from t.he teaching o·f Professor 
Mat.thews in the same university some years ago. T·he bime .has come for every 
BllIPtist minister who believes the Book·to speak ou-t."-1F.rbm The Toronto Star, 

. December 28th, 192<5. 
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WHAT "THE CANAD'IAN BAPTIST" REFUSED TO PUBLISH. 
Over three weeks ago the 'followin'g letter was ma.iled: to the iEdoi,tor of The 

Oanadian Baptist, and it was neither published nor its rece~t acknowledged 
,by the Ed,iot<Jr. As a result The Gospel Witness 'has been called into requisition. 

HERETIC HUNTING. 
To tihe Editor of The Oanadian Baptist. 
Dear 8ir:-

At the risk of 'being designated as "ignor,anll," or a "heretic hunter," I 
am writing to than:k you for your editorial under d,ate <Jf Nov. 26th, page 8, 
for there is no d<JUlbt lellt ,in my mind as to wh,ere The Oanadian Baptist stands 
U,PO'll the quesllion which is now absorbing OUT atte.ntion. . 

'Any man posses'sed of the most ordinary degree of in,telligence, and having 
a know-Ied'ge of the ,present controversy, cannot help ,but discern the <Jbject of 
·the d!issertation, viz., to stifle ,any further cribicism ·from whatever qual'ter 'by 
making su-ch critic or "watch-d,o·g" .appear to be very unseemly, and out t.o kill 
some one, or some thing just from the sheer love of lcilling. 

Now.let me say thaJt ,I do noll CM"e a cent what ed.itors, or people in general 
call me. My business as a Ohdstian is to stand for the defence of the faith, 

, and to resist whatever movement or system of teaching I conceive to be un­
scriptural and destrucNve of the fundamentals o.f Christianity. 

'It ·is an easy mat,ter ·to sit -in an editorial'chaior and! write su'ch statements as 
are conta.ined in paragraphs (2) and (3) of your article, but I do not believe 
them, and as an old minister resent- it. . 

Let me say that your editorial will not stop us' shoTt of our duty. We 
rea1ize ,that we al'e under the command of our ,Lord, and h8lVe a duty to perform 
in 'behalf of. our fellowmen, and we shall certainly· be found faithful to t-he trust. 

We do n'Ot need to hunt heresy. olot is ,being thrust r.l.ght into our faces 
to-day. 

The editor of The Oanadian Baptist evidently w.ou-ld likoe us to sh'll'll Oour 
eyes t·o facts, and keep q'uiet That ruppears to me to ,be the objective of the 
editorial. rr would retort by saying thaJt we do not consIder ourselves to be 
"self-a,ppointed watch-dogs," but rather acting under the auth'Ority <Jf the Scrip-
tures, and the leadership (l,f our Lord. -

Yours, 
A. T . .sOWlElRBY. 

P.:S.-1 suspecll tha,t you are not the author <Jf the sadd editorial. 

THE WHOLE BIBLE S. S. LESSON COURSE 
of the BAPTIST BIBLE UNION of NORTH AMERICA 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION SENIOR 'LESSON I LEAF 
VOL. 1. T. T. SHIELDS, EDITOR 

Lesson 5 FIRST QUARTER 
Appl!c,\tion for entry a,s second-cla!!s matter is pending. 

THE BEATITUDES 
LESSON TEXT: Fifth 'chapter of Matthew. 

NO.1. 

Jan. 31, 1926 

To be studied in harmony with the lesson' text: Luke, chapter 6. 
I. THE BEATITUDES. 

1. To.be poor in spirit ('1).3), to come saying, "Noth·ing in my ·hands I bring, 
simply to Thy cross I cHng", is to ,become heir to ,Dhe wealth of the kingd<Jm. 
2. There Is a spiritual mourning, a sorrow Cor sin which always issues in abiding 
comfort. 3. The ot-her-worldly princi,ple of Christ's teaching is here set. forth. 
Meekness is not esteemed a victorious virtue amon·g men; but it is God's way 
to inherit -the earth-not in this present dispensation; but. spiritual meekness 
:prepares men for millennial ·blessedness. 4.. The fourth beatitude promises that 
such rig·hteous:ness as we desire is attaina'ble. 5. The fifth sets out the prin­
ciple that with wh8lt judgment we judge, we s'hall 'be judged. 6. The sixth, the 
principle that we do not see willh our eyes, but with our ihearts; and that God 
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can ·be seen only 'by those whose hearts are pure. 7. The sev~nth is: not a plea 
for peace at any price. Blessednes·s is not promised to peace-keepers, but to 
peace-makers. God made peace, but '''t'hrough ,the blood of his ·cross". 8. To 
.be persecuted for .righteousness· SlIike indicates that our lives are attuned to the 
coming k,ingdom; and to be reviled, and to have ·all manner o·f evil spoken 
againsv us ,falsely for Christ's sake, is an indication of a life attuned t.o God and 
set in a ,true i1rophetic succession. Such. may have no reward here, but a grea,t 
reward -in Heaven. 
II. THE SALT OF THE EARTH. 

1. 'Sa-l,tness is the distin,guishin·g characteristic of salt. If a Ch·r.istian is not 
d·isting'llished Iby the marks of a Oh'ristian, whatever else 'he be, ·he is ,good-for­
nothing. 2. lS'alb is a preservative. When God's redeemed people are withdrawn 
from the earth n·oth.ing can save ,it from ·u·tter ·co·rruption. 3. :Salt also gives 
fiavour to things ovherwise unpa,latable. So ought Chroistians to give a savour 
to life. 
III. THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 

Light is (a) revea:Hng; (Ib) ,beauHfying; . (c) directive. IScores of illus­
trations will occur to the m~nd. ISO Ohr.istians should 'be the light of the world. 
2. The light. shou,ld ·be displayed. IA lesson ihe~e is. set forth on the necessi·ty 
for confessing -Christ. 3.' We are letting our light shine only when God is being 
glorified vhrough us. 
IV. CHRIST FULFILLING THE LAW. (verses 17-20). 

Christ did literally keep the law perfectly in eve'ry detail. Also His Ufe 
throughout was' a fuI,filment o.f all that was predicted in the law and the pro­
phets. By an absolutely flawless Ufe, He w·rought out a righooousness far ·in 
excess o,f the scrIbes and Pharisees (11. 20) ,-a righteousness that is perfect, and 
by His death and resurrection, the same ,power which wrought in Him is made 
avaHa;ble to mel). .. (See Romans 8: 1-4; EpA. 1: -18-23.) 
V. THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE LAW IS DEFINED. (verses 21-32). 

Here lot is made clear that the God of .knowledge by W'hom a:cVions are 
weighed, is concerned not merely with outward' -conduct-with words and deeds 
-Ibut with unexpressed thoughts and unexercised intention. Hence God estim­
ates us not only by whav we do but ,by what we rea:lly a,re. The ca,reful exposi­
tion of ,tih-is principle, by the blessing of God-, should 'result always -in the eon­
viction of sin, for however respectable out.wardly, in this sense, all have sInned. 
VI. THE VALUE OF A MAN'S.WORD. (verses 33-37). 

These verses teach us that a man should avoid foreswearing himself. It 
should be sufficient for ihim to say "yes" or "no" ·wdthouv ealHng either Heaven 
or earth to witness to .the truth of his statement. And how unIversally true it 
is that the 'Word of 'Vhe men who are readiest to swear, is oilten 'Utterly untrust­
worthy! Here we should teach thaot !promises should be carefuUy made, but 
when once made, mould be held inv-iolate. 
VII. THE PRINCIPLE OF THE SECOND MILE. (verses 38-48). 

We are not to .be content with doing the things we are compelled to do,­
thav means iSinaoi and the first covenant. Life is to be regu1a.ted from an inward 
principle, :by -impulsIon .rather j;han compulsion,-that means Calvary and the 
new covenant. Tn other words, we are not to ,be under 'the law ,but under grace. 
T·hus we shallibe ena:bled to do "more than others" (11.47"), and show that -we 
belong to Chrisb. 

ILLUSTRATING THE SECOND MILE. 
It is not the affection you .feel f·or yo'ur wife, ,but th-aot Wih'ich makes itself 

felt ,in ·a hund·red un-requested H,ttle minist'l'ies. Your wi·fe's second mile is not 
her 'Well-Qrdered home; it is ,the atmosphere whieh is as inseparable from iller 
presence as f.ragrance ifro.:oi a flower; "iv is' that mysterious something which 
makes home "sweet home". And you, children, listen: Your second mne is tthe 
thing you do for mother whllfu, she did not ask you to do, Ibut which you know 
she would .be pleased to have done. For tha:t is ,the very heaI'lt of the text; not 
the serviee commanded, .but that which is vO'lunteered; not civility, ·but kind. 
ness; not the conventional "thank you", 'but the warm appreciaotive smile wh.icih 
accompanies it. '1'he second mBe is your attitude toward the amusement in 
whIch you mi.ght enga:ge without harm t,o yoorself, but wi,th which you will have 
notihing to do because your example zp.ight work Injury to an.otllMlr. In business, 
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behind the counter, It i-s.t'he-extra haif-ounce to the pound', >the ex.tra inch to llhe 
yard-by God's measurement that ,inch is on'e fum ·mile. It is the merchant's 
frank description of an inferior article; his refusal t'O take ad-vantage of his 
customer's ~gnorance. You say that is not business-I df.d not say thaJt it was. 
Most of the ,business 'houses are ,bunt within the limits, of ·the fi·rst mi'le. And 
you may walk llhe second mUe outside the counter of a little corner store. It is 
the customer's considerllltion-.b.ois or her remeDlibrance that the mCl'chant's time 
is money. This unpopular mile Is that lady's refusal to let the shopman &endi a. 
man and horse and wagon a mile with ·a parcel weighing less than half a pound; 
It is the path she walks while ear.rying· ill herself. 

The employer'S! second mile is the voluntary increa.'se in wages, ;the sIIOn· 
·taneous recognition of the employee's worth.. The employee's secon·d mille ds the 
conscience he ,puts into his wOl'k, and his readiness to consult his employer'S 
interests as well as his own. 'If !Capital would erecb its factories, and Labor 
est8lblish its unious on ,Second Mile Road, strikes would !be unknown~ 

·But what ds the second mile rel,igioUSoly? .&h, that is ,the charm o.f it! It is 
al·l religious. "It is all sacred. !tis essentiaJ.1y a Christian mUe; ,it 'runs through 
all a Christian's domestic, social, and business ll'elaUons. He wal!ks -it on M·on· 
day as weH as on Sunday. It is·the s11lbstiotllMon of the Christian's "'Lord, what 
wiU Thou have me to do"? for the sinner's "Wha.t musu I do to ,be saved"? The 
first mile is ,Maritha's wearisome kit.chen, w·here service oCllmbers !because -it is 
compelled; the second is Mary's alabaster box of ointment o·f spi·kenard, whose 
odour carries the silent message of Christ's tpresence through all the rooms of 
the house, and is wafted away by the wdnd of bhe Spirit to the ,utJtermost pans 
of the eal'th. The second mUe is where we show that we are ·Christians. "And 
if ye saIute your !brethren only, wha:t do ye more than oth'ers? do not even the 
pubUcans so"? Th·at Is the measure of our witnessing for Chrisv. Wlhat do we 
more than others? Publicans and sinners, !the world, 1:Ibe dlesh, and the devil, in 
Sunday ,clothes will bear us company when one compels us to 'go a mUe; ibut 
they all stop lI.t the mUe limib, an·d we 'begin to show >thll.t we a:re Christians 
when we ".g.o with him twain". 

But whose hands removed the stones and pluck:e·d the thorns? W'hose ·feet. 
were they who ·first eXIPlored .this holy, happy second mile? F·rom vhe tplace 
where -God mll.de man in His .own image, and put him in the ga,rden ,to dress it 
and keep ·it, ·to where "He drove out the man, and tplaced at the east of the 
garden of Eden eherubim &n·d a fiaming sword, whi~h turned every way -to keep 
the way of llhe tree ()f life"-that was God's 'first mBe, ·the tih'ing which, in simple 
justice, He was ·compelled to do. ,But ·raise thine eyes! Look! look! yonder, 
that mysterious track fl'om ~tes of ·pearl to 'Bethlehem, stretching away throug1b, 
Egy·pt, Nazllll'eth and Cs.pernaum, and up 00 the !holy city., 'an·d anon to Calvuy, 
and ·Ilhroug'h the grave, up yonder >to the everlasbing doorit-'tbat Blood-marked 
traok, which, in giving of His all, ou.r Iblest Redeemer trod---ithat is! God"s second 
mile! I 'charge you to receive His ISplrit., ta.ke up His Cross, and ·go willh Him 
twa1n~to g,lory.-From a Sermon on "The Secona Mile" in The Gospel Witne,B. 
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THE BEATITUDES 
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LESSON ~EX.T: Fifth Chapt~r 'Of Matthew. GOLDEN TEXT: See Matt. 5.16 
T'O be Studied In Harm'Ony WIth the Lesson Text: Luke 6. 

With this les'son we beg~n the study of the Sermon.on the M'Ount. Jesus 
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"opened His mout'h and taught them"; and· those who heard Him observed that 
He taught them as one having authority and not as .the scr.ibes .. We may use 
this principle in our teaching to enforce the truth of the authonty of Jesus as 
a Teacher. The school-teacher owes his authority to the fact tha't he has had 
special training ,for his profession, and ,he is ,supposed to have special know­
ledge of the subject he teaches. Our Lord Jesus speaks on matters entirely 
beyond't·he range of human knowIedge: He came ,from Heaven to tell us about 
God, and no one else who ever lived has ·been able to tell us :from first-hand 
oDserva,tion and experience, t1he laws of the spiritual world. The Sermon 
begins wit,h the word, "blessed", which is really another word fo,r "happy". 
I. EIGHT STEPS TO HAPPINESS. 

Suppose some great pr.ize were waiting at ·t'he top of a ladder wi,th eight 
rounds, who would not ,climb the 'steps to get it? 

1. The first step is poverty of spirit. What a Messing the first step is not 
wealtthl Then none of us could even begin to climb. But we may all be poor 
in spirit: &t means to have ,the consciousness that we are 'Spiritually poor. What 
if ,one were ,traveUing to another ,country and had no money thaot ·could buy 
anything in that country? And what if the traveller's own money -were so 
debased-l-ike the coin of a bankI'Upt· kingdom-that he could not c'hange jot jnto 
,the currency o'f the land to which he was going?' Then 'he would be poor 
indeed. Thus earthly weaIth has no value in Heaven; and Jesus says that the 
man is on fhe way to happiness wh() knows and feels that he is spiri.tually 
poor: "For their's ·is ,the J(jngdom of Heaven". l'he terms of en:trance to the 
Kingdom of Heaven are these: . 

"N ot'hing in my 'hands I bring, 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling." 

2. The second step is sorr,ow or mourning,-w-hioch does not mean mourn­
ing -for de.parted friends, ,but sorrow ,for ,the sin which :has brought the soul to 
moral ruin. God ·is ready to comfort the sinner who is sorry fo,r his sin. We 
sugges't that it is important to impress ,tlbis truth up,on the scholars. Repent­
ance is seldom preached in our ,time, and yet it represents, that which lies at 
the beginning o'f Christian experience. 

3. The next step is meekness or humility. The publican prayed, "God be 
merciful :to me'a ,sinner". And we aore toLd that lite <Ju~st ·n'ot Jiiit up his eye's to 
Heaven: he was !humbled on account of 'his sin. W:hen we have done wrong it 
is not enough tha,t we s·hould sorrow f.or our .sins, we need to be ashamed of it; 
and when thus we become ashamed we are humbled. And' when we take the 
lowest place as those who 'have forfeited all right ,to the favour of God, then we 
become heirs aif the eart1l. 

4.- Desire for righteousness is the fourth step. BoyoS and 'girls .kIllOW what 
it is to be hungry and thirsty; but although we all know, who can· define it? 
So when there is a !feeH11Ig of hunger f()r rLg'hteoulS·nes,s, Ifor a IbeJllter life, God will 
giVIC us our de1sire; and thalt desi,re wiH be s'a'ti,sfied :in Chrislt, for He is ,the B~ead 
of Life, and ,the Water o!f Lilfe. Those who Iw'nger an.d· t1li-rst a1fter r'ighteou,s­
nes's shall be filled· wi·th OhJriSlt. 

S. The fifth step is mercifulness. Forgiven our,selves', we ,s'hould forgive 
others. This is the fi'rst fmi,t ,of spiri,tual hunger ,for righteousness; .for only as 
we forgive can we be forgiven .. 

6. Purity of heart is the sixth step. When we are right with God and with 
our brother, our :hearts are purified by faith, and we are able to see God. We 
see God, fir.st of all, in the -face of Jesus, Christ; and ·then we see God in all for 
whom Chnis·t died; and live in the confidence that some day we shall see Him 
face ·to fa,ce. 

7. Love for others is the seventh step, for only thus can we make peace. • 
Some people ·read this, B'lessed are the peace-keepers; and seem to think peace 
should always be maintained aot any price. This, o,f course. is s'ome,times impos­
sibIe. But peace-making .is' an entirely d'ifferent mat·ter: Jesus made peace for 
us-not ,by ,ignoring our sins, but by dying fo'r us He made peace t'hrough the 
Blood of His Cross. Happiness is never secured by ignoring' the ,cause of 
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strife, but by meeting it and removing it. I,t should be easy to show under this 
point how boys and girls can often make peace instead of striofe between others: 

8. Willingness to suffer for righteousness' sake is the eighth step. Some of 
us indignan,tly declare ,that we would not mind suffering if we were guilty, but 
our objection is to being falsely accused·: "For what glory is it, if, when ye be 
buffeted for your f.aults, ye sha1l1ake it ·patiently? but if, when ye -do well, and 
suffer for it, ye itake it lPaitiently, th~s i-s ooce1ptable with God". The !blessing 
comes when, like our Lord, we are hated without a cause. 

9. Taking these eight steps we are ,sure 10 find ourselves in a palace of 
delight: "Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in Heaven". 
II. THE SALT AND THE LlGHT-vss. 13-16. 

1. Ask what salt is for-Is It used for coloring? for ornamentation? The 
answer will be that ,it is· used to flavour good food. And a true· Christian will 
give flavour to life; 'he will learn from his Lord the true art of living, and make 
even the common pla·ces of life delightful. Again: salt is used to preserve things 
from corrup,tion. It is one of the greatest of all preservatives. ~o a Chr,istian 
boy or girl in the home, or in the school, or in the playground, ought to .be like 
so much salt. By his presence a boy should purify -the speech of the school, 
he should so live that others would be .ashamed to use bad language in his 
pre·sence. And so young Christian girls, by their lack of vanity, by their mod­
esty, by ,their unselfishness, by ,their kindliness of spirit-all these virtues may 
act as so much salt in the lives of those with whom they are associated. Thus, 
too, amid the corruption of the world Christian people in general ought to 
exert such an influence as ,to purify .the community in which they dwell. So 
ought ·a Christian church to be as sah, purifying the very atmosphere in which 
it ministers. 

2. Ask the question, What is light for? What are the s,treet lights for? 
What are the lights on motor cars for? Why -do we have light in our homes? 
Why do we carry flashlig'hts in our pockets? In general, we should answer 
that, by saying tha.t light is designe-d to d.ispel the darkness. We need light to 
Walk by, light to work by, light to read by, light to eat by,-we could do noth­
ing without light. So a true Christian should be as a light in ,the world, show­
ing people how 10 walk, and work, and read, and think, and live. Light uncovers 
evil; light reveals beauty; light makes things to grow. 

3. Where should the light be puti' T'he lesson says on a candlestick; that 
is, it should be displayed. So we should let our light shine. 
III. WHAT JESUS CAME TO DO. 

1. Jesus came not to destroy the Old Testament but to fulfil it, to make it 
possible for us to live up to its hilgh ·standards. If a boy cannot take a high 
jump, one of two things may be done -for 'him: the standard may be lowered, 
or the boy may be traine-d to -take i-t. Jesus came n·ot to lower the standard, 
but to make it ,possib].e ·f'Or us to ,reaIize it. 

2. To reveal the spiritual character of the Law. It is not what we do only, 
but what we say, t-ha:t God re.gards (vss. 2"1, 2~). Here we ·are admonished not to 
call names. A very important lesson for ,boys and girls'. -It is not only what 
we ,say, Ibut what we feel (vss. 12>3-l26) wh·ich determines our character. Nor 1s 
it only wha.t we say and diQ, 'but what we think that ·God takes account of (vss. 
27-30). We should ibe ·careful what we see, and what we hear, and w.hat we 
ha.ndle, and where ,our :fed carry u's; ,for Je,sus tells us that the eye ihiad better 
be taken out, or the right hand be cut off, rather than the whole body should 
be deMroyed in :hell. Wha·t a lesson there is here on the eVtiI of the moviesl 
Those who put themselves where .they see things they ought not to see, deHb­
enitely corrupt their own minds. 

3. Christ teaches us to tell the truth. The man who is haibiltuatIy I1:ruthitiul 
never thinks of calling upon people to wi,triess to his truthfulness, nor swearing 
'by any standard at all (vss. 33-3i7"). He came to tleach, us to ·go the second mile. 
The rest of the lesson is ,based on this prinCiple, thaJt we are to do not what we 
are compelled ,to ·do !by law, but what we are impelled to do 'by love. 
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