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II THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED." 

·A Christmas SermOD by the Pastor. 

. No. 3S 

Preached in Jarvis St. C"hurch, Thursday Morning, December 25th, 1924.· 
(Stenographically reported) 

"Now all -this was done, that it might be fu.\filled \V"hich .was spoken of 'flhe Lord 
by flhe prophet."-l!att. 1: 22. .. .. . I' 'IHiE advon' of our Lon! was nonn any ,~ .. an """' .. e . Tbo """I' 

~ 
had long ·been in preparation for His coming; His coming had long 

T been predict'Sd. And when at last He came, He came in fulfilment of 
· the divine promise. His advent was effected by the divine ·will: "All 
· .. _~ this :was done,"-all the circumstances of His birth, even to the last 
: ~ detail, came to pass, ·in order that :the will and purpo~. of our God 

• '. SIIoould ·be fulfilled. . . 
. There is a possi-bility of ou·r dwelling on the S'Ilrface in relation 
· to ,this ·g~t event .. This season has become a Ume for the exchange of.greet
~J;lgs, fOI: the passing of. gifts between friends; and all this is well enough, so 

.·£ar as. it goes. But .in the midst of aU these fesMvities, there ·is'·a danger of 
I our·lLord . Himself being forgotten, ·of our.;i"educihg.,t~is· great"·fact~f history

.. '" the'lmost tremendous event that ibas takeJi'.place; in:bhe history ·of the huma,n 
,.'.' rac~ reducing this to an, event'·which hasin~rely·;pleiLshig'p(iwers,-which 
·"il' help:lto make this life of the',t.empori1.l and ·visible a .Utt1e~bre ,pleasant. But 

'I,. ·bho1si:verse·before us relates the advent of out Lord ·to· 1the· eierniiies. His life 
" •.. ·;did.·uot··begin at Bethlehem .. ' ' ',':rnle ' Incarnation Iwas,iliut :a parenthesis in His 

LIlI' eternal .existence; >HIs ooming"w8s'!but' a; 'DlIiJiifestMioii"of· God·: "Before Abra-
ham was" He·was. 

. I. 
. And so I ask you to look at this !principle set forth in this verse in its 
.spiritual Mgniftcance and applicaMon. First of all, THE TESTIMONY OJ!' THE 
ADVENT IN RESPECT TO THE REALITY 0:11' THE OBJECTIVE CHBIST,-o.f the Christ oi: 
history .. :Let us reassure ourselves, or rather· be reassv.red, of .the ·great truth 
that the Son of God is really. come. It is very dilficult for one to project hlmself 
·back through the cenlmries and to· reconstruct. a period of history in ·such a way 
as to make all ·the elements of it to become real to us. The passage of years 
since this great even,t m~y possibly. make even the fact of it !!to hazy to us, as 

. . 

" " 
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almost to relegate bhe story of the birth of our ILord to the realm of legend 
and myth. But if you exam1ne all the circumstances of His coming, you wUl 
find that the story of it bears upon its face the testimony to its o,wn reali~. 
Can I make my meaning clear? Truth ,really needs no credentials; truth! 
requires no one to ,ceJ'ltify thab it is the truth; truth requires no surety, no 
bondman to guarantee its IIIPpearance and its perpetuity. We can do nothing 
a'gainst the truth ,but for the truth. And because this ds a. record of troth, Ib 
bears its own credentials upon its face. A careful examination of it will Sihow' 
that it is imposs~ble 4:0 reject i03 testimony, with all that that may imply, And 
if we can put ourselves Iback Ws morning among the shepherds, and walk with 
the wise men, and be convinced afresh of the' reality of the star, o~ the faet 
that God was in Chrisb; and tha.t His advent was attended by manifestations of 
supernatural grace and power,·tb,at is wa:s certified from heaven,-it will help 
us thus to view the objective Ghrist, first of all. 

Well, then, look for a moment IlIt the shadow that rested upon His birth. 
All this was done for a specific pu.rpose. There was a doubt as to His ,paternity. 
The record asserts the fact t.hat He was divinely begotten: it does n{)t la.bour 
110 prove ·it; lot is a truth Which will become self-evident, and wHI prove itself 
in God's, good time. Here we are at the very centre of the Christian revelation; 
11ere is the one great fact which ,is the o,bject of attack to-day. T'his is the one 
.thing which S<)me of the modernist'S declare to 'be absolutely incredible, unthink
IlIble to the modern mind,-that Christ should have been virgin"born. And yet 
if it were not true, what folly to a,sseJ'lt U! And i'f it be true, how difficult to 
esmbUsh l-t unless there be ,that in the ,fact itself which w1l1 defy all con bra
diotion, and by its own inherent powers, esta,blish its own reality! The obscurity' 
o()f the holy family, too, is really a certiificaba to the truth of the story. How 
-impossi,ble tt seems that one of su'ch humble and obscure origin should ever be 
a,ble to ma:ke any lasbing impreSGion upon the world!-A family so poor as to 
be incapa,ble of commanding tJhe h,onour and comfort of the Uttle accommodation 
which the village inn at !Bethlehem afforded, crowded out into an outhouse, born 
in a manger among the cattle! ,Is this God? Is t'l1is the King of Glory? Is He 
-the Creator of all -things in Whom all things consist, or Ihold, together? 

The years have passed; and this Ohristmas morning we gather ,to worship 
at Hiis feet! The very manner of toile advent-that He should have come as a 
,cl,1.fld~rtifies to· th~ reality of it. iNot thus would ,the human mind have 
planned that the De1'iverer should come! We sb'ould have expected Him to rend 
the heavens and ,come dow.n, tbat tihe mountains migh-t fiow down at His pres
ence, as when t'he mel,ting fire ,burned. We s,hould not have expected God to' 
,co,me as, a lit~le child. I l).av~ often: gone ,into a great city to preach,--a city 
like Ohicago, and New York, and many times into Old London-and I have felb 
the futility af it all. I have sadd to myself, "How impotent one feels even to 
make himself heard I!omid thIs babE)1 of voices! How can this vast city be moved 
by any man, or 'any aggregation of men, toward God?" One feels so useless, 
sci utoterly iIIllPotent, But When a world is to be redeemed, and hell is to be 
chalIenged, and: an the powers' of darkne'SlS to be defeated, who 'would have 
planned ,bhl/ot such a, movement should !be 'inaugurated with· the biJ'lth of a hel,pless 
babe?' ;But'there it. i~, so unique, so utterly different and distinot ·from anything 
vlJ.,a;~ the. human. mind ever :conceived" that it bears :the stamp of reality upon· 
Us face.'. ... 

, Then 'oo-nsider., th~ ,r~lation. Of this heavenly Visitor to the temporal powers 
Of H.is d.ay. I love to th'ink of that.proud Caesar, ,by WIb.,ose decree all the worId, 
as the :aomans .knew it, was to ,be taxed .. And In O'bedience ·~o His'imperial will 
a. humble family came 00 Bethlehem, and there, by Caesar's,'decree, they were 
preaent; and there a ,Child was born .. But "all ,this was done," not that Caesar 
might 1)e.obeY9d, but. t'hfl."~ the Word' o~ the Lord should be fullllled, wlboicn was 
sPoken' by tlie pl'o,phet. A mightier Will than Caesar's Ibrough,t lV':to pass that 
.Jesus sbow,d be born in !Bethlehem. . ,. ' 
" Then, o~ the other mand, theT-e is the rage of Herod; tbere is '~'he conflict 
,~r humaJ;!. a.mbltiQD" lV~t)1. .the dlyoine' purpose,and the slaughter o.f tme ibabes. 
One of our sisters ~aid this to ~e IlIfIt :week, "'1 have just Ibeen reading tbe stOry 
'Qf 'The SIaugh!er 'Of the !Innocents', and what a terri"ble" t,ale· <if blood ib, :is!" 
Th~ cry. of ttIos,e ~reave~,II).others! The wholesale slaughter of little ,children, 
-lest by any means from among tllem should come One who sJJ.ould challenge 
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Herod's supremacy! And yet he missed Him! His sword was not long enough; 
·his arm was not stl'ong enough ,to barmlnate that Life dIvinely begotten. 

And so, dear frIends, all "these improbsblllties, these elements which are so 
contrary to that whiah the human mind would have devised, lend-I had almost 
said-probablUty, let me rather say, give confirmation to IIhe other elements of 
the story,-the singIng of the angels and "the attendance of the s-tar. I have not 
any doo·ubt they saw the star: MHe made tihe stars also": and one of them came 
"to light the pat'h to HIs manger·cradle, while the angels announced His coming, 
and the multillude of the heavenly host sang with gladness, and the glory of 
the Lord S'hone round about,-take all these elements of the story together and 
what have you? Just "this: that the name of Jesu·s stands for IIruth and ·reallty 
and absolutely indisput8ible fa.ct. He came; and we know that the Son of God 
is come. 

II. 
And now I want to turn and make an01lher appliC8ition of thIs principle. 

The cIrcumstances of the adven"t testified to THE' REALITY OF THE SUBJECTIVE 
CHRIST,-the ChrIst of Christian experience as dIstinct from and yet the. same 
as the ChrIst of hisllory. It will 'profit me nothIng to read of the Lord Jesus in 
a ,book, to know "that at such a time He was born in Bethlehem of J-udaea, unlesS 
He be 'born withIn my own heart, unless I' am brought into vital relations-hip 
to Him. Sometimes even the Lord's people find their sky overcasll;' U -is not 
always 8iS ,brIght and Sunny as it is tMs Christmas morning. '.Some"times the 
modern Thomases mourn because of the absence of theIr Lord; sometimes the 
spouse exclaIms: ''My bel()ved hath withdrawn himself, and is gone: I sought 
him ·but he could noll 'be found".. And -it is necessary that we should be reassured 
again and again of the reality of our own eXiperience o.f Chris~. And I say the 
circumstances of the advent, l'ightly inter.preted, have a :testimony <in that 
direction. . . . 

In the first place, the manner 01 His coming into our Jives. He came lIS 
He came to Be~lehem; and we did not expect Him.to come in that way. If 
J were flo stop preaching now 'an·d ask for your testimonies, I ·have no dou·bt 
there .are many here this morning Wlhose testImony would agree wit'h the 
preacher's. I had tho-ught He would rend' the heavens and come down; I h~d 
expected some.marvellous su!pernatural manifestation of power; I had expected 
some kind of revolutIon, some sensible entrance of God into human life. But 
quietly He came,..,...,.came when He was scarcely. wanted, came where He was n()t 
welcomed by everyone, came even in,to thIs are when, it was like Bethleb,em,-
5() crowded that there was no room for Him in the inn. Oh, marvellous con· 
descens10n of grace that stooped to take the second place, if only . .He might 
come ·in!-the beginning of Somellhing fl'Om heaven in here, the birtl). within 
of a new Liglh.t, and ·a new Life, and a new Power" which no one coill!! explain, 
so small.in the 'beginning, so inconspIcuous, so obscure. 

·Is .. that· not how ·Christ. came to you? There was ~ time when you looked 
Ui!'on Him, and you saw HIs smIling ·face. There was a tIme when you saw 
"the'light of the knowledge of. the glory of God In the face of Jesus Christ". But 
the ·beginn·in.gs of your Chrisman experience were very much lIke this story: 
there was a star, a lIght from somewhere, no one could explain because it W8iS 
heav!ln-bQrn. I~ was a gleam of the· glory that came .by some means that you 
have never been Bible fully to eXPlain. And there were the shepherds keeping 
their fi'o·cks,.there came a touch· of God upon· you, even as you went aboull your 
d·aily occupation. Somehow or another YOU ,began to feel that earth wa.s, after 
all,' remotely related to .Heaven, that Heaven was stoo.ping down to, earllh, and 
doing something which no one could explain. The divIne 'element h'ad entered 
into your: life, and the Ohrist was born. 

Is there not, ·too, a strikIng analogy in this further fact th8it 'WitMn . our 
hearts the Herod, principle is found" that 'here too there was that which was 
opposed to the advent of Christ? Later we learned what . first of all we could 
not undersband, that "the flesh lusteth against the ISpirit, ·and ·the Spirit against 
the fiesh: and these are con,trary the one to the other"; . IBut, oh, the Inward 
struggles-you young Christians know whereof I speak-when self raged as 
Herod raged, w·hen· the human will was so sloW" to ·bend and surrender to the 
sovereign sceptre of ttJ.e·new King! And ipeJ'haps you had to sIng Uke Newton-
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1 know some people mock at Newton's saying, but it is true to ChriMian 
experience, 

"'Tis a ''Point 1 long to know, 
.oft it causes anxious thought: 

Do I lov.e my Lord or no, 
Am 1 His, or am ·1 not?" 

J'~h 

There are some who wou.Jd faIn tell us that bhey ihear nothin·g bu-t the singing 
of the angels; they see nothin·g 'but the stars. But the fact is, that. the lamen· 
tation o.f Rachel weeping. for her' children, the rage of Herod, bhis fierce confiict 
between light and darkness, between good and evil-they all have a place in 
Christian ex:perience. 

And sometimes we are troubled to know why it should be, that if it 'be so 
that these impulses ·be in us, bhese holy desires, these heavenly aspirations-if, 
indeed, they are from God, why s;hould not. this child wUhin, this new life, If it 
be from God,-why should it nQt 'be allowed to develop and to grow, and to 
come to ultimate perfection wUho.lj.t alUhis oPP09ition? Ah, my brebhren, Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem 'amid stran·ge circumstances,-"in tile days of Herod 
the k-ing". An examination of your eXJ)lerience wUl testify to the fact that your 
survival as a Christian unbo this hour is a miracle. "They are dead which 
sough,t the young child's life". NotWithstanding all the (l·pposition of all the 
'powers of darkness, we ·have to say to-d'ay, "By the grace of God 1 am what 1 
am". 1 am not whlllt 1 ought to .be; 1 am not whab 1 might be;. I am not 
what I want to 'be, "by the grace of God I am whlllt I am". The chUd survives; 
the candle is not blown out; the light from heaven still shines; the immo·rtal 
sopirib is there, and we know that the subjective ChrIst,-the Christ of our 
-ex.perience-is just as real as the Christ of history. And we can say, "I know 
whom I have ·believed, and am persuaded that he is wble to keep ·thlilt which I 
have committed unto him against thlllt day". 

III. 
And .then, jUM th·is, very briefiy. ThIs principle has a bestlmony also in 

. this direction: IT ASSURES us OF THE ULTIMATE REALIZATION OF PERSONAL 
CHRISTLIKENESS, AND' CONFORMITY TO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST. There are some 
things we nave ·tried to learn in life, and we have found them very difficult, 
even on the natural plane. I remember trying flo learn t.o drive a motor car, 
and after a litble experience. 1 wanted to give the thing away. And we have 
tried to learn a great many other -things, and have found learning very difficult. 
Yet a~l these ma.tters have been easy ·in Comparison wi.th the inward struggle 
toward conformity. to bhe will of God. That has not been easy, has -it, for any 
one of us? . 

Again I say, I know 'there are superflci8ll charactel'&--ol Say supel'flcial 
bec8l1lSe it is more complimentary to say super·ficlal than artificial-but there 
are some who suddenly a;ttain to perfection, some w.ho at least flabter themselves 
that ·they have so attained. In every instance that I ·have ever known, they 
have always enj'oyed the monopoly of that opinion. No one else shared ib.with 
them. But if we wiLl be true to ourselves, true to the facts of Christian ex:peri. 
ence, while we ·know that ·by ·the promise of God's who-undIng gra'ce, we are 
slllved and saved for ever, yet we know that we are, ab the same time, being 
saved. And 1 delig·ht to think. my friends, that just as surely as Jesus was 
divinely begot.ten, just as surely. as He was made,' "not after the power of a 
carnal commandmen·t, but after .. l1he power of an ind·issollible life," whIch no 
sword cOUild kill. no fire. destroy, just so surely that hope within me has been 
divinely begotten. "All this was done, that i,t might ·be fulfllIed which was 
spoken of the 'IJo.rd". Hallelujah! That which was spoken 'by the Lord must! 
be fullllUed. thoug.h all hell oppose. And we are ibegotten ",by the word of God 
:which liveth and abideth for ever". 

'Some people seem ·to try to persuade themselves that they mue themselves 
qhristians. . Perhaps llhat is hardly a correct statement; they speak. at least •. 
as though they ibad become Christians by their own will. iPersonaLly I should 
have no oope of continuance, or of ul·timate victory and coronation, If my 
conversion originated in my own will. You see, ·there is SO mUM to ·be done; 
~~ I want to ~ow that. all: bhat needs to 'be done shall 'be done, tha.t iot may 
be .f~J~d ~h!ch .G~d has pr.oJ~iBe1l ... u:au:t as many as received ·him, to -them 
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gave he power"--or righ,t, 'or authority~ become- the' sons of God, even to 
them that 'believe on his name: W1hich were born"-not of bloods, not by vhe 
union of bloods: the miracle of the'virgln blrth,was repeated in your experience, 
in your conversion-"which were borri, not or'blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
lIor of the will of man, but of God." That is why you ,became a Christian. And 
behind and In the ,beginning 'of bhat new 11fe, th~jre was the sovereign will of 
God, the creaUve power of the Lord God Himself. And when I look upon the 
Babe in the manger, and know all that He had' to face, and the seeming Im
possibility of His ever accomplishing His 'tasrk, It reassures me, and leads me 
to hope, nay, to rest in the assurance vha.t -thus it· shall be In the be11ever's 
experience also: we, shall be changed "from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord". , ' 

So you see, my 'friends, it means, as we read th.fs story, but the unfolding 
of th~ divine p~rpose of God in tl].e life IJf, a helples,s Child, ,a ,dref~nse,lesB 
Child,-just the flickering of a Uttle,.lIgl).( ~h.ch any unfrlencUy 'wi-nd mig~t 
have ,blown out, had It not been that the -'han'd of God sheltered' it. I say; 
when we look upon that, it should reassure .us as we remember all our own 
diffiCUIlties, aDld aJ.l tt:he .stormy path ,w,h-Ic'h we mwst travenle, ,and aH the 
enemies whom' we must meet. Yet may we -be assured,' that as, at last He 
triumphed, s,o. shall we; for all this shall be done that i-t may, be, fulfi~led which 
is ,spoken' of the Lord.' ' , ' 

Tl!.e fulfilment of Scri'Pture was nl)t confined, to the circumstances of 'Hili 
~rth ; very sp~cia~ly the circumstances attending Hili death were ordered that. 
what had been spoken b'1l the LOrd might be 'fulfilled.. He was born to die: 
H1s ibdortlii ,oould' have had no me'andmg for u.s., had He not a.lso "died for oor 
sins according ,to the Scriptures". Ju&t as we m'ust go back Into the Old 
Testament with Jesus if we wouId flild it a gloriously illuminated Temple of 
h,eavenly truth, so we must meet' Christ" at '~h:e. empty grave rather than at 
Beth:J.ehoem, and .Jearn that he 'w'iLs, slain for oUT otfen~es and raised ag,a,.ln for 
our justification: we shall experience the light, and beauty, and songfulnesss 
of Beth1el).em, only as w'e understand' the darkness, and agony, and subsequent 
~lenl)e of the cross. It is true the Babe did not dde In Bethlehem-but as a 
Man ,He died-"the just for the unjust to bring us to God", ,that we might 
a.l:so be- born from a.bov,e. -' 

And all this was done-not only that He might be born; 'but also that He 
might die, and rise again and become the first begotten from the dead tha,t In 
all things He might have the pre-emlnence-and' all that that which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophets might be fulfilled. 

And so, In your th,ought, just brlefiy look at Him dn the manger, as He 
goes do'W'D into Egypt, and then' into Nazareth'. and Up to Capernram.m at last; 
and then .to the cross of sacrifice and explatloJ;1 by blood; until, by and by, 
His earthly pilgrimage ended, He goes down;Jnto the grave, and up into tl.le 
glory. 'And mark this" will you? From the'manger, among the cattle, to 
the throne of GOd! All this that It might tie fulfilled! 'Do you see?' And If 
we are In the manger to-day, with all the sordl'd circumstances of eart'h; even 
if anyone should say: "0 wretched man that I am, who will deliver me from 
the body of this death?" I bring you news lif One Who is a Saviour, Who Is 
Chrdsrt the Lord. He sh'80Jol deLiver'yoo by His blood. And He wUl brin.g us from 
the' man'ger to the throne. "For whom he did foreknow, he also did pre
destlnate"-to be saved from hell, to be saved,. to heaven? ;Hell, while It Is 
objective and llteral, I verlIy ,belive, is found In ungodllIiess, unchrlstllkeness. 
Heaven! While that too Is objectiv!) and literal, yet It is subjective and: 
experimental also. And heaven is ,found in union with Go~, and in li~enesB 
to Hlm.-"For' whom he did foreknow, he, also did predestinate to be con
formed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among ,many 
brethren. Moreover whom hoe did predestinate, them he also ca.Iled: and whom 
he 'called, them he also justlfied"-there, IIi the manger-Cland wh-om he 
justified, them he also glorified". And there ,is' no break In ,the chain. 

And ye, beneath life's crushing 10l!-d 
Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the cIlmbing ·way, 
With painful steps and: slow, 
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Look up! for glJad and gIOlden hour:& 
Come''SIWlttly on the wing: 

o rest .beside ·thoe weary road" 
And hear ·the angeJ:s Bing! 

For lo! the days are hastening on, 
By prophet 'bairds foretorld, 

When, with the ever-circUng years, 
Comes round the age of ·gold; 

When peace shall over all the earth 
Its aneient splendours fling, 

And the whole world send, back the song 
Which now the angels sing! . 

Dec. 24, 1925 

May the Lord blJess you everyone, and ·make every day and every 'hour in 
,the deepest and truest sense, a Merry OhrlSltmas! 

THE GOSP~LWITNESS LEAPS AHEAD. 
The' Gospel Witness is only three years and. seven montihs old', ·but if .the 

present rate of progress continues"it will soon take rank among the most widely 
circulated religious pwpers of ,the country. For some time now new subscrip
tions have !been coming in at vhe rate of more than a hundred a day. This 
week 'began well with one hundred and twenty·six new subscriptions on 'Monday, 
and still they continue to pour in. 

: . rhe Gospel Witness was never h:aa;Jipier than it fa to-day, ·because every day 
~s bringing us a multitude of new friendS. 

Our regular readers are lending the paper to olrbers, and ,in churches all 
over the land people are discussing what The Witness contains, and the resultant 
flow of new su·bscriptions shows that an ever-growing number of people recog
nize 'that the Baptist denomin1lltion needs bhis paper's testimony. 

'Many. are taking the paper u:pon their hearts as a great edur4tional and 
missionary enterprise. The Hamilton Convention opened the eyes of hosts of 
Baptist'.3 to the ,perils of .~he hour, and ·they are looking to The Gospel Witness 
as never before as a paper that is set for the defense of the gospel . 

. The Hamilton Convention has made as many new subscribers for The Gospel 
Witness in two months as The Witness was able to secure in the preceding 
twelve mon1ihs. 

Some Interesting Incidents. 
· One Jady from Western canada recently senb a cheque for $100.00. A 
brother from a district which we will not name 8Ibout the m-iddle of October 
also sent us a cheque for $100.00. Last week the same ,brother sent 24 new 
subscr·j.ptions at one dollar each. and 18 renewals BIt $2.00 each-making $60.00. 
With vhis he encloses a cheque for $100.00 telling us to put the extra. $40.00 to 
The Witness Fund. 'Ilhjs generous brother requests that no intimation be given 
(if the locality in whIch he resides and says the money he sends is the Lord's. 
We are very thankful to the Lord and to His servant for th-is generous con-
1>ribution. 
· Another brother send.s$10.00 for one new SUibscription, while not a ·few 

others send $5.00 and $~U)O and $7.00. It. is by 8ueh support as tihis the PUlb
UcaJtion of The Witness is made possible. 
· We muillt save other interesting Witness items and announcemen,ts for obher 

is&ues for want of space. We shall appreciate ·the help of every Witness reader 
~n extending our circulation. 
.. Remember, the offer of The Gospel Witness for one year for one dona.r still 
holds~xcept in Toronto where t'he price is $UiO on account of postage. Will 
not pp.stors and others take ,this to heart, and send us hundreds of subscriptions 
from the churches of Ontario an·d Quebec between now and Jan. 31st. The 
Witness has many enemies as every. uncompromising witness must have; but 
ib has ,many friends, an·d we appeal to our friends to begin to-day ,by telephone 
and in other ways to endeavo.ur to E!ecu:re ~v~ new ,sutbscriptions or over . 

.. ' 

T' ., 
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EDITORIAL 
" HIS STAR." 

,iHis :star." That is a new language. We haveheard .. of a: !Dlllionaire:" 
we spea.k of his house, his railroad, his in'ine,s, his millions; we have read of 
·kings, of their .armies, their jewels, -their crown'S, arid theh-. kingdoms; but 
what master of miUibns or monarch of men can speak of "his star"? What 
manner of child is this? Why "His star"? "All th.ings were :made by Him." 
"He made the stars also." Why His? They speak of Him: "The heavens" 
d·eclare -the glory of G6d." But which is ."His 'star"? TheY are all His: "He 
telle-th -the number .of ,the stars; He calleth .them all by their names." Then 
why not "His stars"? Of 'all these sparks ·from the dtvine anvil, the1ge frag
ments that remain from the cutUng of the foundati~n stones 'of the gold-paved, 
graveiess city, of all these myrIad gems B'Cattered like dust'of diamonds on ·the 
floor'of the Eternal's workshops, where "-the cloud:s are the'dust of His feet," 
which is "His star"? Can anyone identify it? . ' . 

The wise men s'aid: "We have seen His star." Perhaps' -they can' -teach us. 
They were astrologers; lot was their' special work to "consider the 'heavens." 
Was it a new star, or was It one of -the ever-shining wor'lds which had. a new 
meaning and mission ,becaul!Ie -they who considered the-- heaven's had ·been given 
new sight? Nature needs not to go out of her way to lead -to JeSus. "The 
stars In their courses fought again·st Sisera;" 'but ''4·n· th·eir· courses," without 
leaving their appoin-te'd track, they light the way' to Bethlehem and .the King. 
"There Is one glory of the sun and another of the stal'8!; for one star differeth 
from another star ~·n glory." "The Lord openeth the 'eY'9'S of' -the bUnd." "He 
will give grace and glory"-subjective grace for objective glory, the opened 
eye, and yonder-"His star." When "the winter is past, 'the rain is' over and 
gone; ,the flowers appear on the earth; the time of 't'he singang' of 'birds is 
oome, and the voice of the turtle is heard In our land," .a.n but the 'Physioa.lly 
·bUnd and deaf have compUmentary tickets to Nature's openiJig concert; 'but 
she bas onay a small audience; sO'many have eyes' but see not, and ears 'but 
hear not. The same Is ·true of ,sp.iritua1· harmonies of' sOund and. sight-only 
'the wise men see "His star." : 

In· the firmament of truth there are many stars, 'but there is one whiC'h 
outshines ·all others, which always leads to where the .Young Child 1'9; we call 
It the Bible. I-t is, in a peculiar sense, "His star"--"a Ught that shineth in a 
dark place.", But thousands who are called educated people' have never seen 
'the Bible. They have seen -the cover, and the pages, and the cold type, they 
know something of the mere grammar of the text; but -they have never seen 
tn-e BibJe. Onay the :spiritually wise men see "His 9I:ar." There are literary 
vivisectionists whose favourite subject -is the Bible. They call ·th·emselves 
"scholars," and ,think they know all about the Book :because they have 'cut it 
in pieces; while the fact is, -they are as Ignorant of -th·e beauty and value of 
their srubject as the 'blind! man is of the bril'l-iance of the stal"Sl; .they have no 
sopirltual quaJ.iftcation ,for their work; only the wise men Bee "His staT." 

",We have 8'6en His mar i.n the east and are come to worship Hfm"-that 
is the proof of the Vision, a ehang·ed life. Many profess to know all about the 
staTs; they know the course of every planet, the track of every little world of 
light~but they do not co-me Ito worsh1p. Th·ey know the path of the star better 
than the liOng, weary Toad to Bethlehem. Y()U know the people I mean; their 
'admiration of Nature's beauty, does not make their own human nature any 
more beautiful. Or Ithey are lovers of the BibJe. They r·ead it? And believe 
it? Of cou.rse! How they love the truth-with their heads! How they mea
sure every,body ,by it-but -themselves! ·How Us light is made to dis,cover, 
every'body's sin-except theiT own! They have seen the star, but they do not 
come to worship. '. 

There aTe those who love a il"elig.ion of ·-stars. They ,believe i-n a religion 
of eulture'; they are staT-gazoers', What. connection, BaY they, can there be 
between a star and a stable, 'between a Monarch and a manger? They ~n 
eJ!:alit, themselves above ,the 9I:aTs o.f God, ·but cannot humble the:mselves to 
worship. You have never seen a lily if you have not learned to tr:ust; you 
have never "considered -the 'heavens" If you have·not 'been hl~mbled by Divine 
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visitations. You have never' really seen the Cross if it has not broken. your 
heart and made you wors'hip the Crucified. 

"They departed into their own country another way." And "His star" led 
them to the place where they saw the Child-that was the turning point, that 
w:as co~vers~on ... ,-lI,ey·s.aw "ai~ star,~~. they walked "anothe~ way." .Y~u .have 
never really seen "His 'star" if the vision has not changed your life, If you are 
n'ot living "another way.'" This' ill> the mes~age of Christmas. '. ". 

'0 • .' ',' '.' • 

"THE CAN·ADIAN BAPTIST'S" POSITION. 
We quote the following editqrial from The Canadian Baptist of December·. 

17th:. .' . . 
"OUR POSITION" 

. "'Now.we iknow where The Oanadian Baptist stands.' So wrote one· 
recently. There should be, Ihowever, no need for any prolonged study. of 
th'is paper 00 reach such a conclusion. For The Canadian Baptist has 
always made its position clear on all the problems of religion and of 

,. the. Baptist Church. :" 
."The Canaaian Baptist stands four-square for the faith once for all 

delivered to the ·saints. It stands for the Bible, Uhe Word of God to 
·mankin.d; for the Christ-Son of God, Son of man-who was made fijHIh 
to dwell.amongst us; for His virgin birth; His sinless life; His sub
stitutionary death on the Cross--the just. for t'he unjust; His resurrection 
from -the dead;." His ascensi"on to Heaven-as the Mediator between God 
and .man; His second comIng from Heaven. . 

'.'It stands for orthodoxy of the Word and orthodoxy of spirit. 111 
'believes t.ha..t the test of Chri.stian life· is love-not words only. It accepts 
'by liMa shall all ~en know ye are My disciples, if ye love the brethren.' 
Ib seeks to establish and to maintain a Canaaian BaptiBt family spirit ol· 
love. This is best for the individual and best for the work of the King-, 
dom. War leaves behind it always a heritage of sickness, disease, wreck,· 
ruin· and' death. It delights not in confilct with lots attendant doubts; 

. suspicions, wounds and t'l"agedies. , 
"It stands for the organized canadian Baptist church work as an 

. organ of Information and Inspiration.. It seeks not to impose its will upon 
,the churches, but rather to interpret the will of bhe ,brethren as expressed· 
at the annual Convention of the churches. . 

"For maliy months it has' advocated constantly a policy of evangelism 
for all the. churche~, l!elievlng' thab such a course will lead many to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, do more than anything else to heal the 
breaches In' our church front line of battle, and give to those who lead 
in all denotp.inational activities the supporb they deserve and to which 
they are entitled." 

This is an 'exceedingly interesting statement, but one which needs examina
tion. For instance, in the first paragraph we read, "The Canaaian Baptist has 
always made its position clear on all tht! problems of religion and of the Baptist 
Church." That our contemporarY has nob always Ibeen in accord with the 
Denomination is demonstrated by the fact tlb.at at the Ottawa Conve'Dtion ii 

'resolution was passed by the Convention declaring "Its disapproval of IIhe 
editorial in The Canad.ian BaptiBt of October 2nd, entitled, 'The Inspiration and' 
Authority of Scripture', on the ground that in Its represenbative character as 
the organ of the Convention,· The Canad.ian Baptist In the said editorial com
mends to' its readers some new vague view of the Scriptures different from tha,.t 
to which' tlie Convention declared its adherence in 1910, and upon which the 
denominational University is declared to be founded." It is d.oulbtful whether, 
in ,the history of Canadian Baptist.'S, any article in any periodical was ever 80 
overwhelmingly repudia.ted as was the editorial ,in The Canadian Baptist to 
which this resolution referred. ' 

To this some may reply that that was ,before the present E·dioor took charge; 
but the resolution' to' which we have referred recognized that t.he Editor of 
thai day was, D.,ot resp,onsible for IIhat particular editorial: -it was' published by 
the will of the Editor, and wi,th the aJPproval of the Publication Board of that 
day' .. ' By'eonsulting .the Year Books of 1918 and 1904, we ,find that si·x out of 

1 
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the'bwelve members cons·tituting the present ~oard of PuibUcation were members 
of ·the same Board in 1918, and if Major' WUoox, who takes .the place of Prin·· 
cipal 'Wearing of Woodstock, ·be counted '(and we assume that he was elected. 
because of his .position) it means there are seven. In any event, at least halt 
the members of the PubUcation Board whose action the Convention so over
whelmingly repudiated in 1919 are still in office. Yet The Oanadian Baptist 
says.it "has always made Its position clear on all ·the pro,blems of religion. and· 
of th!l Baptist Church"! Will the Editor tell u.s wha.ll .. ~ Baptist Church" is? 
We should,expect accuracy in the edItorial columns of The Oanadian Baptist.· 
We had better send t'he writer to ·McMaster Universilly to learn a ·\U,Ue ibit of 
Baptist 'pollty! . 

. "The Oanadian Baptist stands four-square for the faith once for all deUvered 
to the sa.ints"; yeb two or three weeks ago The Oanadian Baptist pubUSrhed on 
its front page a sermon that was so ful·l of d·eadly pGison that -it had no proper 
place in any "Baptist" publicaUon. 

. Again:. we are informed that The Oanadian Baptist "sbands for orthodoxy 
of ·the Word and orthodoxy of spirit". ·n certainly has not "always" stood for 
orthodoxy' of word,-and what does it. mean by orthodoxy of spirit? Is it "he: 
spirit of true' Baptist· ortalod·oxy to lbe absolu·tely one-sided, to close its columns 
to any other !.than one side of the question? That -bas 'been The Baptist' B attitude 
for some years: it has been a special pleader for MdMaster UnIversity. Not a 
few correspondents have complained to"us of sending their letters to The Baptist,. 
and hav·ing them. returned or otherwise den.i~d publication. Is it the spirit of 
"Baptist" orthodoxy t.o conduct a controversy in such a faSIhlon as any secular 
journal in the country would be ashamed ef? 

We have never anywhere met with a more brazen misrepresen,tation of fact 
than that ex'pressed in the editorial columns of last week's OanCuzian Baptist. or· 
course, we desire to excuse the Editor; for unless we are grea1l1y mistaken it is 
gome time since the Edi-tor has spoken in the editorial pulpit. Anybody who 
knows anythin'g at al·l knows that the ·utterances of Th.e Canadian Baptist since 
t'he Convention have not ibeen the utterances of Rev. LeWis F. Ki·pp. But we 
pass this on to our readers for what it.is worth. We have ,before· expressed our 
~ympathy for Brother Kipp; we are surprised that he does not seek a real man's 
job instead of being subject to a Board 'absolutely dominated by McMaster 
i1!-fluences, 

. REV. W. J. H. BROWN ON PROFESSOR MARSHALL . 

. Several of the Tor·onto papers have carried 'reports Of a 'sermon preached b:yr 
Rev. W .. J. H. Brown, Pastor' of Annette St·ree·t Church, last Sunday morning. 
Some 'of the reports d·id not fairly represent what Mr. Brown /!'<Iid, but we 
publish the following with the· assurance that it is. an accurate report .of what 
Mr. Brown actually said.: . 

. Rev:, W. J. H. Brown in preaching .Sunday m,ornlng last at the Annette 
·~treet. Baptl.st Church on the "Mediatorship of Christ" and showing how it 
provided expiation' for Sin, made reference to the crisIs that has arisen in the 
Baptoist. denomination, over the apPOintment of Professor L. M. M·arshall to' thEr 
position of Professor of Pastoral Theolo·gy In McMaster Univers·lty. It Is no! 
pleasant to mention names, but when principles become embodied in individuals 
and when controversy centers about an individual, it is unavoidable. Did not 
Paul make mention of the names of individu·als who said "That. !.the resurrection 
was past- already and who had overthrown the faith of some?" 

At the Convention last October, Professor Marshall posed as a thoroughly 
orthodox man. His doctrinal statement was accep1led by the great majority of 
the ConventIon as satisfactory. Bu,t he has been doing considerlllble preaching 
since and from statements he has made, i.t Ihas become a lively question in 
Baptist circles as t.o whetoher after all tMs man preaches the gospel that Paul 
preached or whether he is a Modernist. 

Personally I feel very Iteenly on tbis matter. There are few c'hurches in 
our Convention which., a.ccording ,to the size of their membership, are making II; 

larger contribution of young men to the University as studentos for the gospel 
ministry than this church is, and .J personaJly encoura.ged these young men to 
attend -the University. Very nMurally' I am interest.ed. 
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I was m.uch amused vhe other day in hearIng ·that the p~tor of thIs church 
has weakened In hIs position in reIa.tion to the fundamentals, Ibut. the devll 
always has been :the accuser of the brethren. [am sure .the time has come 
when every pastor in the Convention ought -to speak out and lev the people 
know what the sItuation is . 

. 1 am not a ·fighter. I do not Uke controversy, 'but I feel honesty CODliPe1s 
me to speak. 

In The Canad,wn Baptist of November 26th, a sermon of Professor Mar
shall's was pu:bUshed that had been preached in Toronto, in which he declared 
that there is :POtential sainthood in every sinner; the "new man" wai·ting tlle' 
<lPportunity to throw the "old man" off. Thav ,beneath the 8IShes of colla·psed 
human nature, Qh·rist saw that there were yet the .spa;r.ks of celestial fire, that 
there was someth-ing divine in the :buman hea·rb and he likened it tQ the germ 
of life in some seeds which cannot be destroyed without de·stroydng the seed 
it.self. , 

We frankly confess tih:lllt we. do not so inteI"lpret 'the 'teaching of scrtptures. 
I.l: such were l1he tr.uth .concerning human nature, why the need of the new 
·bIrth? The scriptures teach the doct.rine of total depravity .. "The heart is 
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked." ".We are iby nature the 
children of wrataL." 

On the first of Novemlber Profess·or lMarsha:l1 preached in Haml'lton on 1lb.e 
sU,bject of ''Coming to Ch·rist." In the course of his sermon he saId "To really 
come to Christ we must ·get His view of·Ufe, His standard of values. We may 
have the simple wholesome pleasures of life and still be good Ohristians; but 
when we lbecome sellfish willh, ·these, t'Mt is when we' do not belong to Christ. 
When a' youn·g person ·chooses·a vocation In which the powers God has given 
are .used to the utmost, :then he can truly say he has come .to Ohrist. We must 
ihave less snobbishness. We must learn to regard man as man; not. as a mer
cenary .standard. Wiblen we ca.n gIve services to humanitty and help any organ
ization laboring in the caus·e of ChTistitmity, then we can ·say 'We have come to 
Christ." . 

I a,slk 'is thIs Itbe gos.pe!li? Is it thuSi a wet ,s,Inm.er 'iJ9 to' come to ObJrlist ·for 
saavtlltiOIIl. ? I do 1l()It CIlrulm the alII. te1lectua.! C\lJ1tJu.re of the· loearned Pr(>feSlS'Or by 
any means; .but I do know what the gospel is.; and I know:that the pe~ple of 
thds ch'1lTCh 'kIIl·ow wlha,t the 'gO!S.pel' diS. I rusk ;you. ,is. Wihat I have read to you of 
Professor ·Mars·halJ.'s sermon thtl ,gos'pel? ("No, No".)- You are right, there Is 
not a.J]; atom of gO)/ipel in. .tt, noll" has· Dr. Mar.shaJlil gliVlen Ol\1ot 'aIIl'Y go.:spel me&Sage 
pUlbUcly, so far as we know, sInce he came to our midst. I 'know at the Con
vention he said he beHeved.in vieariou8 atonement and In the -InspIration of Ilhe 
scrLptures, but I know whereof I speak when I say that he does not belIeve 
~&t 'the sto.ty of Jonah and the great fish, con·firmed by Ohrist, is literal fact>, 
nor does he believe that· Jesus Christ dIed as the sinner's substitute: In' his 
Hamilton sermon referred to he said "To prove to ourselves if we have really 
come .va Christ, let us Mk ourselves the question: is my love of OhrIst so 
strong that I could refuse ,the .benefit o.f iU-gotten gains for HIs sake?" 

KnowIng what we do now o·f what the Professor belIeves, we naturally ask 
the questIon--[s it not receIving 'ill-gotten gains fo·r hIm 00 retain bIs position 
as Professor in MCh'\{aster University, when his own vIews are so utterly out of 
!harmony wIth those held by our Canadian Baptists on so v.ital a question as 
1lhe at.onement? 

THE CA'NADIAN BAiPTIST AND FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
The Canooian Baptist di1llPlays prominently o.n Ilhe editorial page of last 

week's issue a copy o·f a statement issued 'by the Foreign /MissIon Board of ·the 
Northern Baptist Conventolon. iNo other possible construction can be put. u'Pon 
thIs action tha.n that The CanarZian Baptist endorses the ForeIgn Mission Board 
of the Northern 'Bapotist Convention. We wiSih to Inform our Canad·ian readers 
thav beyond all peradventure the Foreign Mission Board referred to ihl8.s lost 
the confidence of tens of thousands of Baptists throughout the Northern Baptist 
Convention, who are now absolutely refusing t.o entrust thav Board with a dollar 
of otheir money. The debt of that Board with wh.ich -it met the Convention at 
Seattle would nearly equa.! ·t>he :total income of .the 'Canad'ian ForeIgn !Mission 

j 

l 
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Board for t.en years. We are reasonably certain that the Seattle Convention 
will ultimately have the effect of reducing its income still further. . 

We had hoped thaI! our Canadian Baptist Board would keep to the King's 
highway. We venture to offer this advice respecting the Foreign Mission Bo,ard 
of the Northern Convention .to The Oanaaian Baptist: ''Ephraim is joined to 
idols: let him alone." It appears that those in cont'l'Ol of the Foreign iMission 
interests of the Northern Convention are determined to pursue what they call 
their ~'inclusive" policy, and send out modernists and fundamentalists alike. 
Is the an-t~athy of The Oanaaian Baptist ,toward the Editor of The Gospel 
Witnes~ of such a character that that paper is det.'8rmined to champion every· 
th-ing and anything which The Gospel Witness ventures to oppose? . We still 
!believe in our Canadian Foreign Mil!6ion enteJ'lprise, and we should ibe sorry .to 
have our people's confidence in its administration shaken; 'but once again 'we 
vent.'Ilre to Suggest that that wUl be -the inevita.ble result of the continuance of 
such a policy as is at. present being pursued .. . . 

SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 

The attflndance at the School last Sunday mornIng numbered 1,163. There 
was a largo congregation, and a good num·ber confe'ssed Christ. In the even· 
ing the Past.or preached on "dan Masonry Save The Soul?"-a sermon which 
will 'ap,pear in .T1M Gospel Witness in due course. The church was crowded 
in' every p~ri. Nine believers were baptized; and follomng the sermon, 
twenty responded to the InvUation and came to the front. The after·meeting 
was an excursion into the heavenlies. Not a few of those who had beeu con
verted gave their testimonies, and theN were so many who ·desired to tell of 
the wonders of grace in tlheir own experience that 'it was imposs.fble to close 
the service untU 10.80. 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH NEWS. 
WATCH·NIGHT SERVICE. 

There will 'be a watch·night service in the church Thursday evening from 
10.30 to 12.06. 

NEW YEAR'S MORNING SERVICE. 

For more than fifty years the New Year's mor·ning ·service of Jarvis Street 
Church has been a feature of our church li~. The last few years the services 
'have been more largely aJbtended than ever. January t.st we sob·all meet at ten 
o'clock in the morning, and the service will continue until noon. The first 
Part of the service will ·be given to :prayer, and ,the .latter part to testimony. 
"fie hope .to have the greatest New Year's Service of our hiSltory·. 

OPENING OF NEW BUILJ;»ING. 

The opening of our new bumding' 'has been dellayed 'beyond our expecta· 
tion because it"has 'been imrpos·sibLe to get the various trades to complete their 
work .. We are BIble to announce now, however, that the bullding will be opened 
on New Year's··day. All membeTs of the church, and all friends who are inter. 
ested, are hereby invited to come Friday afternoon at .four o'clock, and bring a 
basket lunch w-ith them. Tea 'and coffee will be pr()vided. The entire church 
,building wlll be open, and all the rooms heated; anel;it is hoped that every 
member of the churoh will endeavour to be present. 

The three hours from four to seven will be spent in the most informal way 
getting acquainted with eac'h other. At five o'clock there will be a prayer 
of dedication offered by the Pastor; and, following that, members and fri-ends 
wUl be free to find any pLaee they like in the church to be co.mfor.ta:ble 00 eat 
their lUJ;lch, and -to go to the dining·room In -the B. D. Thomas Hall for tea and 
coffee. At seven o'clock there will a great meeting in the auditorium, when 
we hope .to have a very large representation of the church membership for a 
great thanksgiving and consecration service. We urge every memober of the 
church to make every poss!·ble effort to be present. This mIl be one of the 
great day:s of our history, and wiLl be prophetic of the greater and more glori· 
ous days' that are immediatelty ·before· us. 

-- _._-------------
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(2) Christ commands it: 
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given ,unto me in heaven and in 

earth. _ 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, haptiz ing them in the mme of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
. Teaching them to observe all things wbatso ever I have commanded you; and, 10, I am with 

you alway, even unto the end of ,the world. Amen. Matthew 28: 18-20. 

(3) The Apostles commanded and administered it in His name: 
• . Acts 2: 37-38. Acts 10: 47-48. 

Miscellaneous Passages Referring to Baptism 
Under this head every such paseage in the New Testament is given. The chapters are given 

in Roman numerals and the verses in figures. 
Matt. iii., 6, 7, 11, 13-16; xx., 22-23;, xxi., 25; xxviii., 19_ Mark i., 4, 5, 8, 9; x., 38,,39; 

xi., 30_ Luke iii., 3, 7, 12, 16, 21; vii., 29, 30; xii., 50; xx., 4. John i., 25, 26, 28, 31, 33; 
iii., 22, 23, 26; iv_, 1, 2; x., 40. Acts i., 5, 22; ii_. 38-42; viii., 12-16, 36-38; ix., 18; x., 
37, 47, 48; xi., 16; xiii., 24; xvi., 15, 33; xviii., 8, 25; xix., 3-5; xxii., 16. Rom. vi., 3-5. 
I Cor. i_, 13-17; x_, 2; xii., 13;, XV" 29. Eph. iv., 5. Col. ii., 12. 'Hebrews vi., 2. I Peter 
iii., 21. 
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Lesson 4 FIRST QUARTER 

THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST 
LESSON TEXT: Fourth chapter of Matthew. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Jan. 24, 1926 

To be studied In harmony with lesson text: (Mark 1: 12-14 and 1: 16,20 and 
(1:35-39 and Luke 3:23 to 5:11. 

The Lord book'on HIm the seed of Albraham; He was made of a woman, made 
under the law. He came to'be our great High Priest, and to mlllke reoo'nciliation 
for the sins of the people (Hebrews 6: 1-4; Hebrews 2: 14-18). The tempt.er of 
all humankind is here identified as ·the Devil. The book of Job 'tells us of 
Satan's presence among file sons of God; but here ·is a. meeting ,between man's 
chief ad'Versary and man's only true ChampIon and ,Savi.our. ' ' , '. " 

I~ THE DEVIL MAKES HIS FIRST ASSAULT. UPON THE PHYSICAL 
NATURE. 

1. He takes advantage of certaIn ilhysical condItIons whIch would render his 
intended victim peculiarly susceptible to temptation: it was when Ohrist was 
hungry Satan suggeste,d 1!l.at He use His superhuman power to make' stones Into 
.bread. The Devil is a merciless adversary: he knows nothing of fair fighting; 
he is an uns'crUlP'lllous foe, and ever seeka to take men ab a disadvaI!.,tage. '2. The 
essence of the temptation is that Christ' is urgl:\d ·to u~ HIs spj;ritllal power for 
His' own IPhysical needs, 'and too ",iolate a Law of His spiritual nature for 'the 
relief of His 'body. It is ·thus the Devil is ever seekIng to brIng the spiritual 

,lIlature under the domination of the des:h. The mInd may 'be carnal or spiritual: 
it is the servant of the one or the other. 3. Christ reinforces His phy-sica'} nat'llre 
,by the resources (J,f the spIri·t: (a) He' quotes .Scri·poture in His own defence
and that from the book of Deuteronomy against whIch tj}}e critics fulmInate sO 
constantly. 'But w,hat a testimony is here t,o the value. of Scriilture! ,We 'are 
all disposed to be especially careful in the ilresence of, experts.; bub it dlJ incon. 
ceIva·ble that' an infalUble Christ. would' quote 'a ramble ~cripture in :Hls o~ 
defence to such an expert as the Devil; (b) our Lo,rd's ,conduct on this occasion 
affords a sublime example of His unwavering faith ·in ,God and His Word.,' He 
knew that the Word of God 'is the sword of the ,Spirit, and that even the iDevil 
ihimself would be, unable t.o parry. its thrust. 

n. THE 'DEV.IL 'NEXT MAKES HIS ASSAULT UPON THE SPIRIT •. (~~rses 
5,6.)' , ". ',' '.;! .', 

.;1. He bids Christ Jhrow Himself from the pinnacle of·the temple, that , he 
might thereby prove the promise of angel guardiansh1p. 'Bub In thIs he .proposed 
that Christ sh·ould violate the law of. His physical in order that He might exhibit 
the sUileriority of ,the spirItual. In the toemptatlon of Chr.J.st we probabiy ihave 
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the germ of all temptation: the lDevil's endeavour is always to 'divide man's 
soul against itself. 'Scores of Hlustration will suggest themselves as too how 
men now do violence to the law of God in the name (l,f relig,ion,. and expect some 
miraculous intervention .to prevent their reaping what they have sown. 2. Our 
Lord reinforces His spi.rlt'llal nSiture by refwrlng to violate the laws of the 
physical. ~Such a course as the Devil proposed would involve tempting God. 
3. Again He finds His defence in the W(lrd of God: ''Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God", which, Ibeing interpreted, means that we are .forbidden to 'break 
God's law in any :realm of our' ,be~ng and presume to e:xlpe,ct His ~ntoerference. 

III. THE DEVIL NOW TEMPTS THE' LORD IN THE REALM OF THE MIND. 
1. He shoWs Christ tbe kin'gdoms of the world and! their glory. We are not 

flo suppose that the tempter presented to Him a marterial representation of the 
kingdoms of ·the Wlo,rld: rather it was an ·appeal to ,the imagtnation·to d,ream 
or world"power and world-g19ry,-a vision w,hich the Devil has al900 set before 
other men since that time: ·Nwpoleon doubtless was promised the kingdoms of 
the WI()·rld and their glory, on certain terms; the war lords of Germany, perhaps 
chiefly 'the, Kaiser, must have had the same temptation. And in some degree 
the temptation comes to everyone t.o .get all that he can of the posseSSions and 
plaudlts of the world. "The jpeople imagine a vain thing." In tohe ·realm of 
the ,imagination many evils 'are 'born, and others are multipHed. 2. These 
tempor.alities were offered 'on the condiUon that the DevU should occupy God's 
place, that he should be worshipped instead of Go,d. And bhat is' ever. the 
temptation---lto relegate God to some other than the first place, and to permit 
a usurper to ,take His t·hrone. 3. Our Lord found His strength in ascribing 
pre-eminence to God: "Tho()u shalt worshilp the Lord thy GOd, and him only 
shalt thou serve". Only aa we give God the first place can the other elements of 
loife find their proper place. 4. Again the 'Lord Jesus finds His guid·ing :principle 
-in Scripture. If He in WolloOm dwell all the t'l'easures of wisdom and knowledge 
(Col. 2: 3) fashi'o·ned HioS life by ,the precepts and ,principles an·d promises o.f 
Scnptu,re; a,nd thereby was victori-oUlS, we may well take the same course. 

IV. EVEN OUR LORD WAS MADE STRONG THROUGH TEMPTATION. 
-1. The Devil left :Him, and 'angels ministered to Him. As we resist the Devil 

.he will'flee from us, and we shall ,be bles'sed with tlhe comipany of angels. Every. 
:tempta~~on ,~esisted reacts in an accessIon of strengi.h to resist the temptations 
:of the 'fu,ture. 2. fLuke tells us that Jesus ret'llrned in the power of ,the Spirit 
.into Galilee. Our choice for ever is ,between the spirit of light and the spirit 
:of darkness, the gpirit of ·good and the spiri,t o()f·evil, between the Holy Spirit 
;and tbe Devil; and when the Devil is resisted, not. only the angels, but th;e 
:Holy ISp-ii'it, Himself comes wi,th added power to fortify UIS ,for the future. 

II I. 

V. JE~US E/"ITERS. UPON HIS PUB.LIC MINISTRY •. ' . 
:: 1. His ,fit:st step to Oape!-'naum 1s a fuLfilmen·t of Scripture (V8. 13·1-6). ,Agail!. 
:the principle wthdch we shall obserye throughout our studies: .everything relat.eq 
ito eh·rist is "according too the scri'ptures". 2. Jesus, like J'ohn, preached repen;t. 
ance (v. 17). In' this ilIe is true to His character, for He came to save His 
'people· from ,theIr' sins.· 3. He calls His four disciples: Peter and .Andrew; 
:James:and: John~ The parallel passages should be studied carefully with the~~ 
iHere It is enough to note ~hat they .. all le.ft whato they 'were d'oing, and straiglLt" 
:",ay ·followed Him .. ISO ought we to do. 4. The character o()f His pu,blic mln-IST.ry 
jUs descrIbed: it consisted in preaehing and teaching and heal;lng; it. resulted 
·in spreadIng aJbroad His tame, and in general blessing to all the niultit'lldes who 
.follow.e4 :fIim. ; . 

:I~LUSTRATIO'N 'AND APPLICATION: :. 
!; 1. Temptations il1 ~h'e' realm 'of ·thEi ·physical. It was h,ere the finst mwnand 
;woman fell: . he took 'of the fr:uit'of the tree and dId eat ... The body is desdgn~ 
!,t() ,be the TeJI1ple of th.e ·Holy ·Uhio,st ... Th~ aJPpetltes of the, body are God-give~; 
:The senses may Ibe and ought to be instrument'3,of ri.g-hteousne,ss .. Seeing, and 
:hearing, and tasting, and smelling, and .feeJ:ing, all these 'aenses are" 'DIvinely 
-implanted and oug,ht to ,be used for 'God',s gl:ory. 'Instead of 'bein.g so used, 
:however, they have all 'been t,umed to evil uses. Eve used her ears to listen 
to the serpent, she used her eys to look .uopo,n t'he ,fol"bldden fruU, sh-e ,used her 
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hands to feel it and pluck it. a.lld to give to her ihusband. and very probably the 
fruit had a pleasant smell. and then she took It and ate it. 'r.hus all the senses 
participatled in the first sin. . .. 

It was through the fiesh the devil tempted 'EsII;u. who for one morsel of meat 
sold his birthright (Gen. 27: 1-4i\; Heb. 12: 17). . 

It. was through the physical senses the devil tempted Israel 'in the wilderness. 
They wanted fiesh and water. and sighed for Ilhe fiesh"'Pots 'Of Egypt (Ezoli. 16). 
It was through the senses the devil accomplished David's downfall (II Bam. 
11). We are not to suppose. however. that drunkenness, and gluttony arid 
impurity are the only sins of ·the fiesh. The love of physical ease. s·heer in· 
dolence or laziness. too much sleep and t.oo little work-llhese sins are equally 
of the tempter's inspiration. . 

2. Religious temptations. PeopI-e are tempted to ·abuse the 'body in the name 
of religion as surely as Jesus was. ·Some religious ·people wan-t to live on 
miracles, and assume (lne may break the laws of the physical realm and depend 
upon God to work a miracle to avert the consequences. Th·is is the tempta1ll0n 
which Christian Science presents: it. runs in the face of physical law. The 
same subtle temptation ·is involved in the mO.dern public healing campaigns. 
They .propose -to use the body for a spectacular display of miraculous power. 
To bake any course which involves tile violation of God's law in expectation 
that God will intervene to save us from the penalty, is to tempt God. 

3. Intellectual temptatioris. Adam and Eve were promised that the forbidden 
fruit.. if eaten. would make them wise, and open their eyes so that they would 
be as gods. The temptation 1:0 pride in this d'irectioon is always with us. The 
present religious movement. we call Modernism, ministers to human pride of 
intellect. It suggests we may be wise independently of Go·d, and that all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory a man may possess for himself. Bat 
the price 'is always the same: they who would possess them must put bhs 
devil in God's place. The only safe course is to worship God as God, and then 
we shall be willing. like little ch·ildren, to listen to His Word and be made wise 
unto salvation. 

The Whole Bible S. S. Lesson 
Course 

The foregoing lessons are reprints of the Lessons published 
by The Union Gospel Press, Cieveland, Ohio. Another 
series ba'sed upon the same text and written by the same 
author :but adapted for Junior and, Pnmary classes iii 
issued by the 'S~me publishers, and at the same ·prices,.·.· 
Send Ito Union Gospel Press, Cleveland, Ohio:lfor. sample·. 
copies. 

Note.--ILast week and Ws The Witness has carried two lessons in 
order to catch up with time so as to be able to 'Publish. each lesson 
four weeks in adJvance. Beginning with the next issue this 'paper 
wUl publish one lesson weekly; witlh possibly one sample of the 
J:unior and Primary serieS. 
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