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(SteIIiOp'aphicalb' Repos-ted) 

"ADd when they !had prayed, .the place was shaken- 1NIere they were 8ISaembled 
together; and they were all fi·lled with the Holy Ghost, aDd the,. apake the word 
of God with bo1dllieSs. . 

"And the multitude of them thaot believed 'were of one heart a!lld. of one soul: 
neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed wa.e his own; 
bnt the,. had aU tbin,gs common. 

. ','Ami mth great power gave the apoltties witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus: am g1t'CSt gmce wa:s' upon them sILU-Acts 4: 31·33. 

W
HIIS mast· week in our Missionary Oonvention in Chicago we ·gave .speclal 

I '1' I th_t' to the admlnls'''''''on of the Hob' ""Irlt in the .... ,,- of the ch·urch: and in that way my. thougiht has been turned this 
morning particularly to these verses. 'l'hey are familiar to all of us; = lbut it w11l be profita.ble,l think, for us to mediba.te upon·them a little 

.. while this mornmg. 
, " You will remember how the' persecution anise against the .'early 

. ,djsciples': a,fter' Pentecost When the lame man was"ihealed at the 
gate called Bea.utitlul;-' and Peter explained' the mIracle' .anda. muiUlnuie of 
people believed, -the a.postles were!lbrought before the San·hedrin;·· and Peter, 
:filled with; th-e Holy Ghost, eXplained also to them that tais miracle had· 'been 
wrought by the power of tihe name of Jesus Ohrisll, Who had been' cruCified and 
raised agaJin from the' dead. "And ·beholding the man !which was healed iiift.nd­
in.g with them, they could sa.y nothing a'gainst it. But when they had com­
manded them to ·go aside out o! the council, they oonfer",ed among themselves," 
and commanded the disciples to dell'ist from the .further proclamation of this 
message; and said,. ''!Let. us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth 
to no man in this name"; and, having reacbed that' decision, they ca11ed the 
a.postles before 1lhem and told them. But Peter said, "'Wihether it be right In 
-the si-ght of God to hearken unto you more than 'Unto God judge yeo For we 
cannot. but speak tille things we ihave seen and heard. 'So when they· had further 
th·reatened them, they let llhem go, finding nothing how they might punish 

. them, 'because of 1lhe people"-it is a. great thing ~or preachers to have the .people 
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on their side-"·beca.use of llhe ,people: for all men gll()l'ifted God for that which 
was Gone. .Flor the man was a:bove forty years old, on whom this miracle of 
healing was shewed. And .bein.g ,let go, they wenv to their own company." 

Our text says that they ~rayed, and "the pla·ce was shaken where they were 
assembled togetJher; and they Wf:re all filled with the Holy Ghost, an·d they 
spake the word of God . with, iboldness." 

:l. 
Once aga:in, then, I remind yoo that our chie·f business is t'O pray, othat the 

chief ministry of the church is prayer. Our Lord Jesus spent thirty and three 
years, or therea:bout, 'Upon th·is earth: He gave 'His Ufe for us; He was !buried 
and raised again from tJhe dead; He ascended to tlhe ·right hand of God, and 
ever liveth-not oto ·be vhe inspiration of His followers, as our new IProfessor 
sayos--but "he ever liveth to make intercess-ion for 'Ils." That is what He is 
there for; and through all this d·ispensation the /Lord: Jesus is exercising His 
office' as a Priest.-"a priest ·for ever after ·the order of tMelchisedec", ever living 
to make intercessil().n for us. And He caBs His people inllo ·fellowsMp with 
Himself, that tilley, with oHlim, may ma:ke intercession for the people. We are 
here' to ·pray, to pray under all circumstances. 

What· was it then th·at inapi-red them to pray on this' ;particular occasion? 
First of all, their ,persecutions drove them to more iprayer: "Being let g~", they 
prayed. rrhey did not com'Plain about it; their spirits were not emlbittered 'by 
it.; they did not !become cynical; they rejoiced that they were counted wortJhy 
to suffer shame ,for His salke; and they went too the Lord immediately to tal·k 
to Him about it~they prayed when they were :perse.cuted. That ois exactly what 
the (Lord told them t.o do: "Pl'ay ·for them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you." 'When they were opersecuood, they iprayed. I hope that yO'll 
'~ung Christians :will get a great deaol of pers·ecution. 'It will do YO'll good': 
"Ti"i,bu,lation wor.ke1lh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope: 
and hope lIl8Iketh not ashamed; 'because the love of God is shed abroad dn our 
hearts by ·the Holy Ghost which is given unto us." .It never spDils gold. to ipub 
it dnto the fire, it o.n'ly ,puri-fies it; and:it never hurts a real Christian to be 
persecuted, it only purges away the dross, and tests us for what we really are. 
We read llhat "tJhe fir:e shall try every man'·s work of what sort it is", ·we read 
of a l1ay of great tH,bulatiorr that is to come upon all the earth, "such as was 
not since the beg:inning of the world"; and perhaps it will 'be a good: thing for 
us tD 'be getting ready for such !!rouble now. I know some I().f you th·ink that 
the church wild. noll go tJhrough, that tr~bulation. I hope you are right, but even 
dO we shall not quarrel on that 'Point-my own opinion is to the contrary. I 
should not lbe at all surprised j.f the !Lord is preparing us for ·that day-but even 
if we are 00· esca.pe that great tribulation, should we ,be aHve and remain, I 
still believe we ought< to be .prepared for tribulation. Woe shall have trou,bIe 
here, and we ou!1Jht to thank .the Lord every ·day for it; 'but we shall get out 
of it the ,blessing that God: deSigns we should ·receive, only as we follow the 
divine direction, and pray. 

[t may be some of you wives wiH have persecution in Y'(}ur home; it may 
be ~me of you yDun·g people 'belong to ·families where ·father and mother are 
not Christians, you may dlnd you will have some di·fficulty .there in witnessing 
for Christ; i·t may ,be some of you may have a touCh I():f it in your ip'lace of 
business, where you work-in the office or in the shop. How are Y'o.u going 
to meet all these things? Are you gOing to allow them to !!rouble you? Are 
you going to a.Bow persecution to spoil your spirit? It will do ·that unless 

. YDU learn th·is lesson, tha.t in the hour of persecution we should pray. And 
do .YOU 'know, when 'We get close to God in prayer afoor that rashio·n, and come 
~nto real .t.ellowsh£p W'iflh· :Him, He so Ill8ikes 'WP ·for all our losses, that He 
IWIIkes one ,feel he wDuld rather stand alone wi,th God., than have all the rest of 
the world ·with him and 100' without the joy of that intima.te fellowship. 

Then anovher thing: What made them pray was that they found their 
IP8rsecution was in per.fect accord with the teachin·g of ,Scripture. When they 
were 'Perse·cuted they not only 'Prayed, but they consulted ·the Word of God to 
find out whether they were on the ri~ht roa·d . .It is possoi·ble, y.ou kn,o>w, for us 
t'O Ibe tpensecuted for .something else Ilban l'ighteousness' sake. ".Blessed are 
ye, when men shan revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you"-'is that wha.t. it says? 00 no!-'''when men shall say all 
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manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake;" When people speak evil of 
you, you ,had tbetter make sure that they 'have' DlO just ground ,for it; get !back 
to the Word of God, and ,find out whether yoUr patJhJ Is -in ag.reement wltoh the 
Word of God. When they consulted the Word they read the Psalm that we ,read 
together this morning; ani they ,found dt written: "Why do ,the heatohen rage, 
and' tJhe ,people imag.ine a vain thin'g,? The 'k~ngB of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, against the wrd, and against his anoinf.oed, 
Saying, 'Let us brelilk their bands asunder, and cast away tlreir cords from' us." 
Thus they saw that the heathen would have no authority, they 'WoU!ld have no 
regulating principle of Hfe at aU; t;h-ey would lbe a law ,unto "themselves. And 
when the aJpostles read that they said, ''That is exactly what haJppened: that 
is what they did to the Lord Jesus, and that is what they are trying: too d~ to 
us: so we w111 talk to the Lord about it, !because we find we are in accord w~th 
the Word' of God." ' 

iI remember some years ago when I was 'in /London a young lady had been 
,baptized. She came to see me one day;' '8Jld. said she was' greatly troUbled. 
And I asked her the reason. 'She replied t'hat the Canon of the ICa.thed,ra:l had 
been to see her, and he had told her tJhat she had done a very wrong thing dn 
leavin'g the chul'ch and joInIng the !Ba.ptists. :And she said, '"It has greatly 
d,istul'!bed me," And I said', "Well now, have ,you a lBl:ble?" "Yes." "Do you 
remember your exJl)erience when yo.u were 'blilptized?" ''i()h, very vivldly"":'-it 
was only a very ,few weeks before. '''Well,'' I said, "you go home and take your 
Bible, the Word o.f God, and read that, and find out owJhether wol!.ato you have 
d'one is in accordance woith the teaching of IScri.pture; and i,f you hSlve God's 
Word on your ,sIde, you need not ,be troubled." "'Oh, ibut," she said, "I have 
no doutbt aJbout that; I Iknow that what I did on that ni-ghto :is the, teachdng of 
th;e Word of God." "WeLl," I said, "if you have ,the 'Canon lC)f Scripture on your 
side, you need not worry a.bout the Canon of the Cathedral." That Is the 'main 
thing. U you are in accord with tohe Word of God, pray; and He wiU look after 
your opponents in due time. 

And SiC) in this church, my dear friends, we are to meet all the experiences 
Wat come to us in the spirit o.f prayer. .I am gLad it is not an easy thing for 
people to ,become mem-bers of Jarvis Street Oh.urch, I shall not 'be irieved: ,if 
we have more persecution; I wish ito mig.ht test us thoroughly. We do not 
want people to come into the fe110wsMtp oo,f th-is church uDiless they a,re rea:Hy 
born again. They must 'be people so fiHed with the 'Spirit of God :tJhato they 
can stand for Him under aU ei.roumstances. And then .If these e:x;perlences 
come to us, they will only :bind us closer toogether, and lead' us to pray more 
and more; for you remem-ber that, 'On this occasion their deliverance :was' due 
to the fact thlilt God ,had wrought a miracle, and the peo,ple had Iknown it, and 
all men 'glor,ified God for that wlhdch was done. The only thln,g' I am concerned 
about is that God will continue too work miracles in our midst, ~s long as 
peo:ple are 'being saved, and their lives tmnsformed, ana the wOl'!k 'Of grace so 
mani,fest that aloI men may see that it is the·ilnger of 'God, 'that God is wOrking, 
glorIfying Himself,-if iHe wOl'ks, people w-iH not ,be a~IEl to'say anything against 
us. They 'Will rage and imagine II; vain thing, 'buto it 'W.i11 be a vain th'ing after 
~,11; they cannot stop t'he progress of God's wor.k. ISo in all our experiences, 
let ous go -to Him in ,private prayer, and: dn pu'bl,ic prayer; let us come together 
in the name lo,f the Lord, anti telI Him adl aJbout it. ' 

I was talking to a friend ,the other d'ay who toldt me of hearing Dr. Parker 
preach a great sermon on thiS', text, "And ,they weillt and told Jesus". The 
d'iSlciples of JO'hn, atter Herod had cilt off 'his head, ItOok the body and. ,buried 

: it, and went Iback from the funeral and told JeStUs-"TheY' wen,t and told, Jesus". 
And this friend said that :Dr. Parker exhorted his :hearers to go from every ex­
perience to the ,place of pl'ayer,--go and tell Jesus; no matter what your case, 
,go and tell Jesus. And' he rang the changes upon that, '~ and telol Jesus". 
'My ,f.rlend 'said Dr. Parker finished tohat great sermon with these words, "And 
they went and told Jesus-and they found that tbhey bad ,t.oold God!" Oh, yes! 
That Is our priv1J.ege, to tell God! In tth.e face of 11111 ,flb,is raging, of the hellltlhen" 
the disciples said, "!We will tell God'-we will telllGod. -He knows all about .ft." 
Of course he ,knows all aJbout it . 'It ds 'Writoten dn the !Book; and we wiJ.l tell Him 
that we are only carrying out His plans and hIs 'Programme; we wHl gI() and tell 
God. That is what we are gOing to mest ,for Tuesday n1ght, Y<lU members of 



4 (~) THE GOSPEL WITNESS Dec. 3, 1925 

JarVis Street, 'Ilhat is what we are going to meet for Thursday ntght, and Sat- . 
urday night; we are going to ,tell God. We do not care who else knows it: we 
are going to teliJ. God. Let that ever ,be kept foremost in our ·thoughts, tJmt 
our fiM business iSi prayer. 

II. 
"And when they prayed, the place was shaken where they were assemlbled 

together." Goa aill something for the pZace as wen as the peopZe. On the 
day of ·Pentecost when the Holy Ghost came dowlll, He filled the house, the 
house was filled with the Presence of God, He became the very Atmosphere 
of the house, so that everyone knew that God was there. 1 believe it Is our 
privilege 60 to pray that it shaJl be I:lIIJpossiblJe for anyone to come within 
these waJ,ls without being made ,to ·feel that God is here. "Why," you say, 
"before the hymns' are sun,g, 'before the prayers are offered, before the Word 
iEi preached?" Yes, 1 have heard many people say that already. . Let it be 
said more ofteDI; let us so pray that God wUl ,be at the doors, literally, my 
friends, that Gam win .be at ·the door. 1 ·mean in a very real sen.se, that God 
HIDl!Belf, In the Person of ·the Holy S.pirit, shall ,SIO fi11 this place that no mat­
ter who comes in theY' will say, "I have 'been in the presence of GOd/' 

III. 
And then, "they were alii. filled with the Holy' Ghost". 1 want to speak 

to you young peoplie this mornin'g, you who have put your .trust in Christ with· 
in the last ·few months, or within· the last year or so. You have not trusted 
an absent Chrisrf:: He 18 present In tihe Person of the Holy .Spirit. ::I know 
how people have been turned away from the doctrine of ·the Holy Spirit's 
minisrf:ry: It :has beaD. associated with such enravagances aSilthe speaking with 
tongues, and pu'blic healdng movemenJts, and ·many unsc·riptural pl'8.ctices, and 
thus the Devil seems to have conspired with al1 his 'host to dl!reredit this 
precious truth that it Is the privilege of every Ibeliever to have tlhe Holy Spl-rit. 
On the day of Pentecost Petef preached, and. said, '\Repent, a.nd be ibapblzed 
every one of you In the name of Jesus Christ for the remissioDl of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." He should be the personal p0s­

session of every beUever. 1 don't ·believe in what is cal1Jed th·e "baptism of 
the Holy Ghost"; 1 am convinced that to "tarry" now for such' baptism Is 
absolutely oonotr'ary to the teaching of Scripture. Nowhere do you fiOO that 
the apostles ever exhorted or commanded anybody to !be '~ptized" woi-tih the 
Holy Ghost. Jesus did promise, "He s·hBlll ibBlptlze you with the Holy Ghost,. 
and with fire"; and that promise was ful1llled OJllCe and for aU to the Church 
at Pentecost. It was repeated as a special 8I1gn when the gospeJ. 'Was preached 
to tile Gentiles, an,d has never since been repeated. We have not to tarry for 
the promise of the Fa.ther-the proml:se of the Father has been fulfil1ed. Peter 
said, "Havln·g received of the Father the ·prom.Ise of the Holy Ghost, he hath 
Shed forth this, whi'ch ye now see and ihea.r"; an'd the Holy Spirit is here, He 
Is III1ways here; and it is the privi'lege of every believer to yield himself or 
herself to the Holy Gh'Ost, and so to be filled wl4lh jthe Holy Ghost.· . 

And that is ithe need of the hour: to get away from al1 these extravagant 
and un·scriptural notions about the tongues, and healing, and all the reat of it. 
The fact is, we are to receive the promise of the' Spirit by faith, just as we 
receive the Son by fad.th. He has promised that He willJ come.. Let us be­
Heve it, and yield 'Ourselves to Him; ·for just in the measure In which we yield 
ourselves ·to Him shalil w.e be fined with .the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost is 
round 81bout us, He is our atmosphere. If you open one of those windows you 
will get some of the atmosphere from outside; open another and you will 
get a Uttle more; brea·k out aU the windows, and! you will 'get as' much as 
that space win admit. The Holy Ghost is here, and If we yield our tongues 
to HIm, our imaginations to Him, our ·memories to Him, our wills to Him-in 
the measure in wMcll we yield ourselve's to God, j,ust In that measure will the 
Holy Glioat come In and fiJ.l us. He will come In 'as we' pray, aOO He wilil. 
filii. the church as we pray; and tha.t is our need at .this ihour: "And when 
they had prayed, the place walt shaken where they were assembled' together; 
and they were all fined wf.th the Holy Ghost." 

IV. 
"And they spake the word of God with ·boldness." We need ·boldDlElsSl to 

speak the Word of .the Lord. We· are all tilmid, every one at us. You are a 

I 

" 
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timid lot. and the preacher keePs you ,company. ·~h." you say. '"I am not timid, 
I am not a~raid of anythil!-g." Oh. yes. you are! Did you ta:ke' advantage of, every 
opportun.ity you had last week of witnessing for Christ? Did you not have an 
uneasy feeling part of the time :because you had an opportunity ,to testify for 
Ohrist, to speak tJhe Word of God, and did not do it? Why did you not dlo un 
Not ,because you did not want to. 1 wUl tl!lJ you why:' ,because you were 
afraid; because you had not the necessary boLdness. Paul prayed for 'bolcmess, 
Peter needed boldness; and when they prayed on' this occasion they said. 
"Grant unto thy servants that with all ,boldness they may ,preach tJhy word." 
Peter prayed for it. ,for he knew what a coward he was at heart. He said, 
"Lord, if you do not help m~ I shall do ,the ,same thing over again; make me 
bold." An,d the Lord did make him bold,-"They spake the word of God with 
bOlldnes~." Just as we go foroth to our daily task in the fulness and power of 
the H{)ly Spir.it, shall 'We have bo~dnesl9 -to bear witness ,for Him. 

V. 

And then another thing, the mu.Ititmdes came. 1 d,o not believe the proper 
way to get a crowd is to preach softly.. I -believe when the Holy SpirU is 
presen.t. He will 'bring the multitudes, He really wUl; and as we declare the 
Word of God with ,boldne,Sls, the people's own c{)n,slCiousness ,by the power of 
the Holy Spirit will witness to the truth we testify, and they will come to­
gether. "And the multitude of tJhem"-that w.ere socially d-isposed? t'hat 
were very amia;ble toward each other? tha.t were tolerant toward everyone, 
and toward everyone's views? Tlhat is rbbe W1o,rd to-d'ay; that is what: the 
sermon says to which I referred in the announcemenw, tha.t that is the dis­
tin,guiSlhin,g characteristic of Baptists, that they can tolerate anything. 'No, 
tha-t is' not what the S,cripture sa.ys!-"the muJ.titude {)f them that beUeved." 
The early disciples were dIstinguished by the fact ,that they believed some­
thing; and they believed it so strongly that they were called "believers"­
not "doubters" blLt "believers". ' WhaJt did they bel!ieve? The great centrel 
fact of the Christian revelation which, verified ev.ery other fact, Iltamely, the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. They believed it; they were ,convinced of it; 
they' had not a ,shadow of a doubt about it. And because they were so estab­
lis.hed an,d grounded ,in that ,great truth, tilley were of one heart aOO of 'one 
mind. 

How are we to have untty hi oa church, I wonder? We have iI. g11.orioUs 
undty : in this church, the unity of the Spirit, I verily believe, ,but equally a 
aniti 'of ,the faith. If alllY Unitarian were' 'to come in.to Jarvis Street, ,he '~ould 
not :I,l'e' comfortliible very long'" I am sure: anyone holding the v~ewof, parti!iJ. 
ins'piration of the Scripture wiN not atten,d manY' services ~ere. Oh, no; the 
multitudre of them that 'believed were of one heart and mind; and as we ,are' 
agreed on these grea.t central verities of the faith-that Christ died and rose, 
again-we have no two opintons alb out this thing: ,we 'are ourselves the evi~ 
dence that Jesus olives; and ,being of one heart and'mlnd, we can come together 
and work tog~her..' - , ' ' , 

, Arid then you see whl;m they were thlLs un1ted-and, 'by ;the, woay~ that is' 
how'we are going to have 'iuif.ty in'this Den'ominatlon. Let me make thaJt plain, 
let me anllounce once again that the.re is not ,a shade of a. shadow of a ghpst 
of a, cqance" of there ever being 'd'enominatlon'al "unity by putting asid~ the 
truth of' th.e Inspiration, and .authority of Scripture, "by playln'g fast and loose 
with the Word of God~' There can be no unity' on tha.t sc{)re, for the reason 
that there are too many opeo.pIe in this Convention who are convinced of the 
truth, and they wiH never consent to surrender these things'; and we shall 
lIave undty of a.cti{)n just in f'he meaSlUre in wbi'ch we come together a.s 'be-
~ievel'ls In these great troths ot Scrlpture., ' ' 

VI. 
And 'then, "They had all things, common". There was ,plenty of, monl8Y, 

there rea.}.}y WillS pleIlJty of money for the immediate need-s of the church. 1 
don,',t believe th,e Lord's work ddd ever pause for the want of m{)n'ey. God 
does not need your money, He does not need my money, not at all.' T'his 
Rme great prea.cher, you remember,' said, "Silv,er and gold have I none"­
he had no money, but he had somethin'g eIse that money could not buy, don't 
forget that. But such money as was necessary was forthcomdng ,for tbe 
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church's need, when. the church remainedltrue to her trust; living in right 
relationship ;to God, ~e Holly Spirit ,brought the people together, and they 
had all th~n,gs common, and there was plenty of ·money. When there is trouble 
w.f.th the treasuries, you had ibetter Ibegin to pray, ,brethren, for there is some· 
thii:tg wrong somewhere aise. And 80 in this church: as we pray there is no 
dou:bt the Lord will find !the m'Oney to carry on; His work. 

VII. 
Then this last word, "And ,with gr.eat power gave the apostles witness"­

What a'bout? "Of -the resurrection of the Lord Jesu'S." . Once again, .that is 
our test, to have such .power from Heaven -that we can conlVince, ,by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, those to whom we 'Speak of the 'reality of the unseen 
Christ. On'ly the Spirit of God can· dlo it. 

"And great grace was UPODI them all". What a happy condition tha.t" is! 
I wonder are t-here some here this morning who have been out of ·fellowaMp 
'With the' Lord, and who have seeri. the way lback throug.h these simple observa­
tion81? 'Just carry. it all to Him in prayer; ·get ·back to the place where you 
can accept Hi'S wiU, Hi,s plan for you, the direction of the Holy Spirit; be 
filled w·ith t'he Holy Spirit .to speak the. Word of God with ·boldness. And if 
·there are any here who are not saved, I want to give wi.tness to this truth this 
morn,ing in the name of the Lord-anodi I think I ·may say it ·in behalf o~ a~l 
:this congregation of .believers-we are here to testify that we have a living 
Saviour. No, not a dead Saviour. Being a Chrlstian i.s far ·more than follow· 
ing Christ. Lazarus ,could not follow Christ whHe he was dead. ~arus had 
to be brought to life again before he could follow Christ. And '80 we must 
·be .born again, regenerated 'bY' the Holy Spirit, made n-ew 'creatu'res in Christ­
.'res,lis. That done, it is then our (pr.lvlaege to have a~l these 'bles'sings, and to 
,be made mighty witDlesBelSl to the truth which we ourselves. 'beUeve. May the 
Lordi help us ·so to do ;this mornin·g. 

A SOUTHERNER IN JARVIS STREET. 

We a.nnounced -in last week's Gospel Witness that the 'Pastor would ibe at 
home ·for all the services .No.vem-ber ·29th. Upon 'being urged ,by the (people of 
First Baptoist Ohurch, 'Lexington, Ky., to extend Ms miss,ion one -wee'k, he con· 
sent oed to do so on condi·tion that the pastor there, ·Dr. George Ragland, come 
to ·Jams Street. We have had many great preachers from the Souoth in Jarvis 
Street (Luring .the last ·few years, but none w·hose ministry was moore 8lcceptable 
than that of Dr. !Ra·glanil lagt ISunday. !Few men have at once Dr. Ragland's. 
inteUectlual a:bUity and spIritual .insight. At the eleven o'clock serv:ice he 
delivered' a soul-stwr-ing message on ""The Great Commissi'on," tay.ing tihe 
empha.sis for the church where Ohrist laid ·it-''lMaike discip,les." When the 
appeal was made scores went. to the front "Consecrating themselve's, some anew 
and Bome for the ;first time, unoreservedly to t-he wor,k of winn.ing souls to 
Christ. 'In the evening the building was .packed., 'witlh some stand.in.g throughout 
the service. Rev. E. A. Brownlee baptized tihree candidates, afte,r wMch Dr. 
Ra.gloand preached anot-her 'great sermon from Jonlllh ;2: 9, '~Salvation ·is of otIhe 
Lord". Tho.se who attend Jal'Vis :Street Church wiU not oomplain because of 
the Pastor's enforced absence wlhUe such men of God as Dr. Ragland undou·bt· 
edly is, break to us the !Bread of !Life. . 

THE PASTOR AT HOME 

As we go to press Thursday night word co'mes from the Pastor saying that 
he and IMr. Hutch·inson will !be [home ·for the ISaWrday evening prayer meeUng. 
The Pastor will teach h·is class at ten lQ.'clock Sunday morning and preach at 
both services. Durin'g the even,ing a Joarge num:ber win be baptized'; and fol· 
low.ing the regu~r service the MonthIy Communion Service wiil 'be held. 
Every member of the Church .is urged ro attenil the Communion and· recepUon 
service. 
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EDITORIAL 
THE SECRET OF McMASTER'S' MALICE REVEALED. 
We print below an article entitled. "Jarvis IStreet"'Wlb.dch aJPPeared in PlI.e 

McMaster University Monthly of iNovember. ThIs ar1l1cle is reproduced: here 
that our readers may 'know tJhe spirit of the students and Fa.eulty who shout 
for the new professor of Practical Theology. We are certain a considerable 
'body IQ.f students in IMcMaster have no sympathy with the spirit,. of ,this article. 
The same is true of some members of "tihe Faculty. 

iFor a long time the friends of Modernism 'have tried to ma.ke Dr. Sbields 
the issue in ,the controversy in the Conven,tion. .Whether we opposed the 
ed.itorial utterances' of The Canadian Baptist on the g·round of theiI.: Modernism; 
or the honourin,g of -Dr. W. H. P. Faunce lor the same reason; or mildly 
suggested tlliat care .be exercised in the appointment of the new professor, they 
always resolutely declined to disooss. the prin-ciple at issue, but ~nstead launched 
into a virulent attack upon Dr. iShield·s. They insisbed they were thoroughly 
orthodox and ,believe a all that the Pastor of Jarvis IStreet was contending for, 
but that they did n'ot li.k·e his "sp'iri-t" or "metlhods"! Wben God ·poured out His 
'blessing 1JIPOn Jarvis IStreet Chu·rch some of our ,friends if:ibe enemy reluctantlly 
acknowledged that some good seemed to be done, an·d very properly explained 
that it must .be that. God was .using a very imper.fect and unworthy instrument. 

lBut now at last the t-ruth is out. 1N0 one t().f experience will read the article 
,below and ,believe that it was written ,by a third year student without inspiration 
f,rom without. ·But whether or no, i·f McJMaster an in three years or less pub 
this spirit into one ol its students, it is cert.ain that it is not ·fulfilling ,the 
mission for which it was founded:. 

Our readers will observe that,. oibjectiGn is no longer ra.ised exclusively 
agll!inst the "methods" and "spirit" and "personality'" of Dr. SIh.telds.: the mask 
1"s now remov.ed, and this student, by inspiration of his elders, makes his protest 
against '".Jarvis Street" as "a new phenomenon in Toronto's ~ligious Ufe". It 
is true "Jarvis 'Street" st-ands ·for a certain type of religious Hfe: it magnifies 
the Bi,ble as 'God's Word'; it emphasizes the place c.f prayer in the churClbl's 
ministry; it condin.es its prog·ramme to 'preaching and teaching the Word of 
God.; and all with a v,iew to .the salvation of BOuIs and the u'P'buildin·g of the 
sajnts in the fait'h of ,christ. We 'believe God ,has set His seal to 'l:lh1s conception 
of the church. Hundreds have 'Professed Clo-nversion-indeed, counting those 
who have professed ,but have not join.ed Jarvis Street, it is literal tr.uth ,to say 
that witlh4n the last four years ·far more tlhan two vhousand have made pro-
fession o,f faith in Christ "In "Jarvis Street". . 

It is strictly 81coording to .fact to say that -in the same period hund·reds have 
found a home in "Jarv-ls Street'" wh.:> enthusiasticaHy testify that they have 
there 'been ~ed into a. larger and richer life in Christ. Time and s'pace would faU 
us to tell what indisputable wonders of grace Goa has wrought in "J8Irv:l.s 
Street"-hushands and wives, parents and children by hundTeds, will gladly 
teU the story of their recent ex-perience of grace. lBut accordiJ.ng to The McMaster 
Fniversity Monthly, God has made a mistake; or others have made a mistake 
in supposing that -G'o,d' has any .part. ,in "Jarvis 'Street". The McMaster Univer· 
sity Monthly does not like "Ja·rvis 'Street". This third . year student mocks at 
the cOIlifidence of young converts in "Ja·rv:is Street": 

"Jarvis Street- p,resen,ts a phenomenon of converts of a few months 
speatking with emphatic utterances upon subjects that have per,plexed the 
greatest men of the Church." 

Nor is 1lh1s surprising. 'We admIt miracles are wrought very suddenly in "Jarvis 
Street", A ·certain man ·called ;S'aul was met suddenly in the l"oad by ·the. Lord 
Jesus, and was so S'llre of his o-wn eXIPerience of HIs forgiving g.race t,.haJt 
"straightway he preached· iChrist in the synagogues, that he is ,the Son ().f God". 
It is, of course, true that a.fter the passage of nearly two thousand years, and 
the accumulated testimony to tihe power of His g.ospel of aU t,.hese cent.uries, 
some of ''the greatest men of the Church" are not yet sure even that Jeau·s 
Chrim is God. :We rejOice, however, that there are a host of young converts in 
"Jarvis StreeY' wo have no doubt aoout even ,the pl"i}foundest truths of .the 
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gospel. 'Suah positiveness ~s these converts evince may ibe offensive to some 
who ,breathe the dou,btful atmosphere which some professors carry about with 
them;' but our only apology for these positive converts is that In "Jarvis Street" 
there are many '~babes" 00 whom God has revealed what. He has hddden from 
"the 'wise and prudent". If the address of some of the wise and :prudent is 
McMaster Univel'lJity, Toronto, it may ·gO far to ell!plain the attitude of that 
institution t.oward "Jarvis S11reet". , 

. Among the readers of The GospeJ Witness are hundreds of' people who 
occasionally viSit "Jarvis Street" .. The following article '}V1ll do more to reveal 
the true spi'rit and ,genius of MdMasler than anything we could write. Not­
withstanding many defectos over which the Pastor and members mourn, we 
,rejoice that an, ever-growing number of God's dear children are coming to ~ove 
"Jarvis Street". . 

IlAterally just as the 8ibove words were written in Lexington, Kentucky, :in 
our mai~ forwarded from Toronto the following letter was received. It presents 
another view of "Jarvis S11reet" than that of the article !below, and is typica;l 
of the view now shared ,by ,tih'ooUsands of people: 

"Dear Dr. Shie'lds: 

-..-----;lA.dmiral Road, Toronto 
November 25th, 19'~. 

. ",I trust you will pardon the Uiberty I am t8lking :in writing ,to you, 
'but I feel I wou1d 1ike to tell you what great blessings I have re'ceived fr.om 
the pages of The GospeZ Witness; an·d this week I receIved a lett'er from 
my iIlome in Surrey, saying how they had enj'oyed ,reading ~t, and h,ow they 
.had been richly blessed also, After they finished it. they passed it on, and 
next year I'm having it sent r,egularly; ~d I'm su·re those .to whom it has 
been ,.passed on will be blessed also. 

I~I have 'been attending Jarvis Stree11 Church &ince September, but oh, 
tile great blessings I have received there iIl'ave 'been worth wh,ile leaving 
England for, 

"God .willing, this Sunday I hope to b~ 'b8iptoized, but the joy of it is 
d01101y sweet as I have just received my parents' sanction; not that I 
asked fu),r i.t as t'hey are ehu·reb of EngIand, ,but I ha.ppened to mention 

. what ,I was thinking of doin,g; and I'm so ha.ppy ,because I,know, 'My willis 
the-'will of my God'. 

"Some day I'm iIl'oping to car·ry the 'glad ~id;ings' -to the people of India, 
. and mY.prayer is that God wiU prepare me for that which He is preparing 
for me. 

"~'raying that God may still continue to richly ibless you and the pages 
of The GospeZ Witness, I remain, 

, "Yours ifor the iMasf.oer's use, 
"('Signed).-------

JARVIS STREET. 
(This article I. taken from The McMaster University Monthly, November, 11125, BDd fa 

published bere as an illustration 01 the real spirit 01 McMaster as an InatitlutlCm.) 
A n'ew phenomenon has been makin,g its appearance' in Toronlto',s religious 

life, For a long time it has gone unnamed, 8ilth'ough many have fell! .fnt.u,i.tively 
from the first that ,there wa~ an intangible yet apprecia,ble and alien atmos­
phere a'bout it. Th~ institUition presenting th'ts 'phenomenon has chosen to ·be 
called Fundl/l..JIlentalist, and the ,thousands of Toronto people who' for years 
have .been such in the original, essential Be·n,Be of the term now find it monopo­
lized by an organizSltion whic'h is at present outlawing itself from evangelica;l 
feH.owsihi,p. "FundamentaUsrt" never was a satisfactory terom antyway, and 
here it hopelessly fans. "Jarvis Street" would be better. It ,localizes the 
ostentation in all its intolerance. Yet, be it understood, Jarvis Street is more 
than Jarvis Street. On'e can fin·d its characteristics in almost any large city 
or town, but rarely in the country where religious Ufe .tends to the normal~ 
cert'ainly never there as an Institution. Jarvis Street is made possIble only 
by the com,p,lexity of a clty, where pecu'liar or unfontun'ately sdncere minds 
can g,et together and convince themselves against a world-wide Christendom 
an:d centuries of Church hisrtory that they are, as touching alJl t):lat a people 
and a church should be in faith and practice, perfect. The "s.treets" of the 
world are ·many: Downing Street, Wil'helmstrasse, Rotten: Row, Wall Street, 
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ChaIIllPs Elysees. To these, made not BiO much 'by tlhei·r ,buildings as by their 
atmoSIPhere, not so much ·by their beliefs as by their attitude of lJlind, we must 
add Jarvis Street, Toronto's own, uniq'ue, so-manoy-huDidred-at-our-service in. 
stitution. 

Wall Street, to use the greater to Ulullltrate the :JJess«, 'WorD very subtly. 
WaIl Street money seems' ddilerent from otlher monsy. Every merchant and 
banker OIL the contiD;eILt belie·ves in the same ,busdness principleS! aSi WaI:l 
Street, and yet Wall Street is more than its stated principles. It must Ibe 
Been, for there is nothing ]dire it elsewib:er.e. It makes its own standards and 
breaks ;them; it is it'S own ruler; it haSl its OWIL underlings who do not under­
stand Wall Street. Jarvis Street .is on a smal'ler Slcale. We hav·e met its 
!people and like their in'llividual feiJ..lowsh1p. We slhould IJike to hear Jarvis 
Street's pastor on one of his holidaY'S away ·from ih1s· ·.chosen haunts of contro­
versy, for we ilma'giDJe we Slhould e'ndoy hiSi sermon and hilill keen, penetratin.g 
thought. 'Nle ind,ividuais may be ailable and companionable, even as the 
banker ,In his home, ,but the ag,gregate is hostile, iILtJolerant and supercilJious. 

It was OIL the t-weIl!ty-fifth of Octobe·r thaA; we found it par:ttcula'rly so. A 
meeting was advertls'ed ·for Bible-loving Christians. We qualifie,d, and found 
the son·g service til. progres.SI when we arr,Ived. This wasl f-allowed, ,by a call 
for Prayer, ·so word,ed tha.t we, were· immediately estranged from the splri.t of 
worsihip. What was' our' surprise, however, when sibtillJg quietly and nOot wi"s'h­
Ing to appear in the s,pjrit "impossible for us in suoh a meeting, to Bee a gOQd 
deal of movement in the "ciJ:J.oir." A number in' it were gazing around the 
audItorium, while oDIe indivIdual, who had had, something to do with ,th·e lead­
Ing of the singin,g, soat turning over the' ,pages of some pamphlet. The 'prayer 
en,ded unexpectedly, for the in,dlvidual "·came to," hastHy closed the booklet, 

. and 'gave a double "amen." That double "amen" was altogether too much for 
us. The whole .SlCene was unexpected even In Jarvis Street. Yet it Is Jarvis 
Street, and when that street or anyone ,becomes so egotilBtical, so contentious, 
BIO engrossed in hurling chargeBI of heresy from a Maxim gun, as it were, they 
may expect to 1<ose a great ·deal of rev~rence in wors'h.ip-rllvereILce wiJ:J.ich is 
created by a love for on,e's' fellow Christians as weLl as Iby a fear of God. 

Nor ·w·er.e we· prepared for another in-cident duTillJg ,the evening. We have 
been given to uDiderstand that Jarvis Street ·exalts the ,S'criptures highly~nd 
rightly s·o. Bui from the way that it so repeatedly state so 'lots' devotion we 
!suspe'ct 1!bat it is bound. by itSi own phraseol:ogy, that it fears a DJeW expression 
of the same truth, ,that it clings to hackneyed ·phrases. and tries to get comf.ort 
out of them when they have long lost their power to quicken ,the intel,lect. 
We know, for one thing, that Jarvis Street is not saitis'fied with a 'plain' recita­
tion .of the .A.postle's Creed, but must weigh ervery w.ord with the carefulness 
.of a diamon·d merchan.t or of a Scholasotic, and must .question the integrity of 
the ·man recltin'g it. The ScriptuTes are a 'highway-'On to tJh·e Celestial C'ity! 
They are the litUe garden gate ,through whf.ch one goes and finds that th~ 
glJory of tlll:e garden 'beyond is mad'e by the presen·ce of the Holy Ghost, W'ho 
makes Chrisotian experience con·scious. They ar.e revered for what they teach 
and for Whom they reveal. We e·xpected, therefore, that JarvIs Street would 
d'eal reverently w.ith them, and not in a disgus.ting,ly flippan't way. To p\1ll; on 
·'the shields of the earth belong to the :r,.ord" is a;bout as crude as t'he remark 
attributed to Mark Twain that his name was in the Bible--"accorddng toO 
Mar"k," and with "twain,. he covered ·his f·ace." We do not. Ulre tMs; . to our 
min,d it i's but 'siJ:J.eeil" pulpit vaudeville. We insist that God is' 'greatly to be 
feared in the assembly of the saints, and '00 be had in reverence of' all 'them 
that are about Him. . . 

It 1-9 not our pUl'pose to deal with the speech of the evening;. Mr. Mac­
nrub's article -last moDJth 'met the argument effectually, if the haratt'gue could 
be called argument. We think not. Jarvis Stree,t knows an ,tihe tricks of the' 
park orator. It can· side-sotep the entir,e question, quibble over a trifling detail 
and be a ,past master in sophistry. lit can in one mame'Dlt laugh uproariou8'ly 
and in the nex.1l affect grave ICOncern over a: fan,cled mote. Jarvi,s Stl'eet's argu­
ment is 'not that .of the ignoramus, who m,ay present a since,re and supposedly 
logical argument on what he knows. RatheT is! it the argument, if w·e may 
borrow a coined word', of the ignoremus-the man who Ibas the convenient 
faculty of choosin·g what he wanlts and knows it succeedis: either when people 
fail to 'grasp a situation or when they ·lose .theiT perSIPective. 
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. The "Gospel WLtnesis," however, w·hich was issued at the close of the 
meeting, did not have the fuLl s-peooh ·publisihed. It is quite regretJtaible·,th·a.t'l 
itBl reader.s do not have the cutting side remaa-ks, and ·more regrett'ablle that' 
they do not have ·the ,tone and expressdon of the ,pastor. In the 'meeting're­
ferred to, the excliusiolll of repoNers from· Wa1mer Road church was given. 
great prominence. T·he story was weH told, and at the dramatic ,point the· 
pastor related that a negro once attempted to join a "w·hite folks' church." He' 
was kept waiting ,man:y times and became impatient. Finally the· Lord told 
him not to de8'Pair, for He HiPlSeU !had! been kept waiting many years and 'had 
not been able to ·get .inlto that church. Now what 'iSl the. point of that d8S'pic­
able yarn? Jarvis Street'o8l pastor is not ignonant of what an aud'ienc& can -be 
imllressed ·by nor of the cOIllCI.usiolllS they can draw, and !he is too good a 
raconteur to tell a pointless story. The on~ point possiible, and :tIb.e a,btack 
that the audiience reeled und'er or enjoyed, was t'hat Walmer Road was doing 
more than excludirug reporters. TMs is what we mean whe1ll we s'ay that 
Jarvis Street is rBAPidly outlawing itself from evang&lical fe!doWSlhip; an attack 
like this· outrages Canadian Chrlstend·om. 

Since tlhat eve-nirug, a later issue of the "GosP6'lt Witn'E!8s" conJtilllUes this 
insolent vi1illocation. Walmer Road Church, may we say, iSi a house of prayer. 
Wh·at does Jarv.its ·Street think of a prayer and fellow·ship .servtce., anyway? 
When: the Lord caltledt his disciples apart and prayed and .talked with them, 
W'Ould it 'have intruded wi'tlh open noteibook, poised pencil and itching ear? 
Walmer Road is quite able to defend itsel!, if it thinks defence necessary. Its 
ha'l!l~marks of reverenJce, genJUine charity and wh'Olesome church life are as 
evident to the occa-eional vi·sitor as the MiddJe Age intolerance he sees in' 
Jarvis Street when some desire posses'ses 'him to ,go tlhere. Jarvis Street, in 
its attack upon WaJ,mer Road Church and McMaste·r University, nas excel­
lently Hl.ustrated Us own tY.pically vir.tl'lent spirit. 

McMaster was also under the ·spot:light. Its students were carefuUy ex­
hOl'lted not to dlow themselves to be Ibrow-beaten by their profeilstors. The 
write,r of this aa-ticle recalls class parties wWh professors and their wives 
presen't; thlllt fiTIJD. hand clasp after a summer's: work; that visit to friends· who 
were .slick; that tw.lnk'le and laugh dillrin'g a lecture; tha.t in&pirllltion, that radi­
atioo of the Spirit of, Christ-but It is atl~ a delusion. We are being 'brow­
be'a-ten. How utterly albsurd!-but it pleases the gaUery. Dean Farme'r wa.s 
a.ccused of loving McMaster mor·e than the Kirugdom of God. Jarvis Street 
would be beUer a-d~ised to 'leave such oontempUiiJe thoughts in the ·mind. 
where they originated; Dean Far·mer is too well known~ as' atl.so is Jarvis. 
Streett's pastor, to allow such a .SliMy, puerj.le thin:g to b61 ,belle,ved. Jarvis 
Street has ,been ,blind·ed! :by tlhe SIIIloke of its own barrage for a long time,. and 
it was to be expe'cted that something as' ridIculous as this would 'be (tor,thcom­
ing. The subtlety of it nearly escape-d us. On later 'thougblt we saw that 
McMa.ster and the Kingdom of God were divorced. We had always thought it . 
was gloriousoly.serving the Kingdom of God, 'but Jarvis' Street 'gravely implies 
we are wrong. Is it guing to ddv.oooe everythin.g from the Kingdom of God 
e:x;ce,p't .Itself? Ii it cOilitinues in, its present direction tha.t seems to be its 
ultimate position. 

Jarvis,· Street presents a phenomenon of 'COn~erts of a few months s-pe'ak-' 
ing with emphatic utterallices upon subjects It'hat have perplexed; the greatest 
men of the Church; of a 'body that takes as ttSI pre·rogative the rigblt to attempt 
to police the Kingdom of God; of a pastor who will ignore Christian courtesy 
anld speak on- certain ten-dencles in one Church, of Union in another, of 
"heresies" in anot'her convention, ()f '''heterodoxy'' in- another ·pulpit and what 
n'ot; of an institution whose interpretation ()f "contending ·f(}r the faith" amoun,ts 
to "bring out the -lancers, cavalry and ·gas." It 'presentSI the .phenomenon· of 
a hUSIbandman who, to use a borrowed expression, atte-m'pts to pull out the 
tares and 'gets a lot of wheat. 

To continue: A recent sel'lmon delivered in Jams 'Street attempted to 
prove that McMaster did not hoJd the Christian view of the Aton·ement. As 
an Arts undergra.duate of tJhe University againlSt which. .tMs charge was 
directed, the writer feels this perhaps m(}re keen~· than the muLtitude 'Of the 
former attacks. Other stud'ents have expressed themselves as bein·g lacerate·a 
by sucn a charge hurled against their Alma Mater, and·,. indirectly, against 
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themselves,' There is something so sacred about the AtOnemenlt thaJt. ·for one 
to' :place a vlindal foot into the Holy of HoUes of (»J.riJSltian thought and' blat­
antly to announce it, as in the papers of Novem!ber the seventh, has outraged 
the' sensi'bUities of Christian .people. Does Jarvis Street realJize .the s'erioua­
ness.·of what it has done? Does it realize it ·may not only sorrow the Church; 
Christ's Body, ·but also the Head of the Church? When. such a .ilhing as this 
is', done, it ceas'es to affect the University and its undergraduates only, it be­
cOmes',a matter for Chri3tian ,people everywhere. Or dIOes thf.SI ·mean nothing 
to' Jarvis Street? The chaTge was not, is not, and eam not 'be ·SI\lbSitantiated. 
There is on'liy one th'ing 81bout 1.t-it can aUTaet a erowd. 

It is 'said that Dr. D. L. Moody once arranged a meeting 'between; Dr. 
Torrey and Dr. George Adam. Sm.ith, that they! might dLscuss. eertain. differ­
enees. D'l'. Moody was present, and it is said that Dr. Torrey, finddng hImself 
in diftlJcuIties, displayed rather a bad a.ttitude which provoked Moody to say, 
"You know, Torrey, I sympathize wUh you intelleetullllly, bu.t I must confess 
that Dr. SmIth has d~SlPlayed the better Christian spirit." Dr. Smith re.plied 
that it would take a good d:ea~ of "ool'lthodoxy" to cover that up. We do noot 
indicate which we would sY'IllIPathize with; but none w,owld question, the ortho­
doxy of Moody' and few the force of his statement. He who reads as' he TUns 
may see one of the particuJar objections taken to Jarvis Street. Let us say; 
too, that there is as' much danger to ·the Church from a dead an·d crusted ortho­
doxy as' ;there is from, the wors.t ·that hig·her crit1ciJSlm. is ·popularly supposed 
to do-but that is OUT private opimon. True 'orthodoxy must issue in. true 
Christian character and charity-and Jarvi·s Street has made USI suspiciou,s. 
But ther~ is sU'ch a thing as being orthodox, and we in M'cMas.ter, men' and 
women who !believe our University means 80melthing to ·Canada, sIncerely hope 
we are such by evang,elical ·standards. There is also SIIlch a thin'g as! 'being 
'ho,peles,sIly, uncharitably, paiIl!ful'liy orthodox, and ·from a.Ll t'ha.t or anything 
that -approaches to it,may we be delivered! 

If these ibe the days when young men shaJl see vision's, and these ;the days, 
as always, when the love of God 1.s shed IIJbroad in our heams, perhaps' we may 
be' .forgiven the passion of yout:h~ulnesSi and· :the articles that have appeared in 
the "McMaster MontMy." Our elders kn'Ow weU ,that the .things· referred to 
have .been going on for too long, and it is time that the read8ll'S! of this maga­
zine outside 'Of the University know that 'We impugn the e.harges· laid at our 
door by Ja'l'Vi-s'Stre'et, and we most certain1ly detest the manner of their laying. 
Our hearts have throbbed with the con.Sltrain.in·g love of Ohrist, our s'ouls with 
His Spirit; we are desirous of living our lives with and serving the' Gentle 
Galilean. T·his ar.ticle is more than an apooogetic for M'CMaster, it is·a long­
postponed protest against the StPirit of Jarvis StTeet. We are tired of the 
disgus.ting ugHnes's of what has .been done. It 1·9 aoltogether too mq.ch to as,It 

. us to receive quietly the accusations of the past wee'ks~ and to stand mee'kly 
·by when the very integrity and ,the entire Christian 'C'haracter o·f men whom 
we know' and Tevere 'iSi beln.,. questioned. Jarvis Street has started ,this affair, 
and' ,ii will be a long day. 'before the stayed stUn will set and our wrath will 
have .passed away. For the defence and the witneSlS of the Gospe.l we are 
set; the GoslPeli that iSlSues in love, joy, peace, lon:gsuffering, genltleness, good-
ness and faith. -Louis Fow.ler, '26. 

"HE IS AN HONEST MAN." 
There are many thin.gs of great interest ·in Dean 'Farmer's speech at the 

Convention in Hamilton to which we slhall call attention ,from time to time. 
This :is written in Lexington, Kentucky, betlween services, and to-day we men­
tion 'One thing pal'ticul-a·l'ly. 

DR. FARMER said: "I beg of you to remember that Mr. 
Marshall expressed before he came out at all, and in his coming 
to us he expressed his acceptance of that declaration. (Dr. Farmer 
here refers to the declaration of faith contained in the Trusts of 
'McMaster University.)· In all our conferences that was in the 
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back of my mind naturally, in the mind of the chancellor and of 
all of us. THERE IS ONE THING I AM PERFECTLY SURE 
OF ABOUT DR. MARSHALL: HE IS AN HONEST MAN. 
HE IS NOT GOING TO SAY HE BELIEVES THAT WHEN 
HE DOES NOT. I HOPE YOU WILL REMEMBER THAT 
HE BELIEVES THAT AND HAS ACCEPTED THAT." 

(F'rom The Report of Educat.iona.l Day a.t the Convention in The Oanad'lan 
Bapti8t). The emphasis is ou~dtor of The G08pe~ Witne88. 

The Trusts in the McMaster Deed, referring bo religious teach-ing res'pecting 
the ordinances, are as ,foLlows: . 

''For ,the education and training of students P!eparing for and 'intending 
to be engaged in pastoral evangelical missionary or I()'ther denominational 
work in connection with the reglllla.r Baptist Ohrurches exclusively composed 
of persons .who have 'been 'baptized on a personal p'rofession of their faith 
in: ChrIst" ;-"immersi-on in the name of the Father, the ISon and the' Holy 
~Spirit, the .only gospel baoptism; that parties so ,baptized are alone entitled 
to communion at the Lord's Table and that. a Gospel IOhurch is a Body of 
'baptized ,belIevers voluntarHy associated together ,for the service of God." 

TJlis was read 'by the "honest man", and accepted. 

ILet us ohear Dean Farmer again in the minutes of the ISenate, an(l at the 
slI/me time ,the "honest man" from iEnglan,d: 

What Rev. L. H. Marshall said 
to Dean Farmer and Dr. John 
MacN eill in Ca~ada, July, 1925: 

Dean J. H. Farmer 
"MR. MARSHALL STATED 

AS ',HIS OWN PERSONAL 
CONVICTION THAT HE BE­
LIEVED IN A MEMBERSHIP 
RESTRICTED TO BAPTIZED 
BELIEVERS." 

Dr. John McNeill 
"I remember I. referred espe­

cially to that and asked him 
especially if" finding himself here, 
in', Canada-of, course we know 
ma,ny of. the English churches are 
open membership-if in spite of. 
the fact that that obtained in the 
Old ,Land, he would be thor­
oughly, in accord with our posi­
tion. HE SAID absolutely he 
would, and THAT WAS HIS 
OWN CONVICTION. So that 
should not be held against him." 

What Rev. L. H. Marshall 
wrote in England, October, 1924: 

"TO REGARD BAPTISM AS 
ESSENTIAL to ,salvation OR 
EVEN TO MEMBERSHIP IN 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
IS TO ASCRIBE TO THE Bf..P­
TISMAL RITE A, CRUCIAL, 
IMPORTANCE' FOR WHICH 
THERE IS NO VV ARRANT IN 
THE NEW TESTAMENT, OR 
IN ANY TRULY SPIRITUAL 
INTERPRETATION OF THE 
GOSPEL; OR IN 'COMMON 
SENSE." 

Note: , From an a~ticle 'o~ "Bap­
tists and Church Membership" 
in "The Baptist Times and Free­
man" (London, Eng'land, October, 
1924). 

We do not wish to be ironical, but ask orur readers if ,l,t 'be not legitimate 
to as'k them, after ,reading ,the above quotations, 1:00 please identify the "!honest. 
man"! 
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WAS IT? 
Was It the fear of some EIllch revelation as this ~hlcl1 led Dean Farmer 

110 say: 

"I have ·been trying honestly to work on the basis of 
the' charter, and when this thing was in its crisi.s in July, 
and I had to make up my mind as to my action, I faced the 
thing then, before God' and in mY'own room, and I said to 
myse~f: As an honest man and as a Baptist Christian man, 
I cannot turn down a man like that whose spirit is so fine 
and who so exults in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And I took my stand, and I am going to stand by it." 

tibe 'Jarbt~ 6treet Ulbole .illle 6unbap 6tfJool1Le~.n €ourJe 
Lesson XXXViII. December 1J3th, 1005 . 

. FAITH TRIED WITH FIRE,-Daniel, chapter 3. 
'Few portions of ,Scrl·pture are more ·familiar than th·ie, 'but In our day the 

leSsons t&ught In this 'bit of history need too 'be thoroughly learned. 
I. Th,e Divine Supremacy in Human Life is Still Being Challenged by Prin­

ciples Which Would Usurp the Place of God. 
1. It -is dhaJ.lenged Iby man-made conceptions' of ·QQd. '1'he only ;true 

portraf.t of G1>d is ·that whdch God has given us of Himself. But. men turn 
from the' ·revelation of 'QQd in Ohr.ist, and .form their own conceptions of what 
QQd is or i().ugiht ·110 be. That is the SIU'bstitution of human reason for divolne 
revelation. n matters little whether the ·Image Is of 'gold, or only a tlgu·re of 
l1he imagination, "If it is designed to take God's IPlace, the prin·ciple· is tlhe same. 
2. Sometimes it is litera:llyof gold, that ·Is ·110 say, considerations of money, of 
temporal profit and loss, take precedence of obedience t.o God. Of the Impos­
siiblloity of serv.ing God and mammon, our !Lord: Himself warns us. 3. It may 
be the god·dess of .pleasure w.hich twkes God's ;place. '1'his temptation comes to 
more than young people. Pleasu·res are not all alike. Th~y may be of an 
Injurious ·character such as openly bhreaten the moral Integrity of the pleasure­
seeker, Uke the theatre, tJhe dance, and the cards; lOr It may be some other form 
of selflsh indulgence, legitimate In itseJ.f, and ev.il only as ~·t takes God's ;place 
and crowds out the weightier matters of life. 4. 'It may sometimes ibe a ·passion 
for applause, for human favour, for worldly recognition, whIch 1la.kes precedence 
of desire for the ·favour of God; the ·favour i()f some lNebuchadnezzar ratJher 
than the favou·r of the King of kings. !Many appllcatdons of this prlnci.ple will 
oCClH"to ·the mind: the desire to :keep up with the Joneses social·ly, to keep up 
with the fas-h·ion religiously, to beJ;ieve what "every,body 'beJ.ieves",-unwilUng­
ness ro be vh()u~ht "narrow", etc., etc. . 
II. Always a Burning Fiery Furnace Awaits tke Nonconformist. 

The days of persecution a·re not over. Baptlsts have boasted in time ;past 
that ,,'hile persecuted themselves, tlhey have never !pE'rsecuted anybody. But 
many model'll8 willo call themselves Baptist are of all persecutors ·the most 
blvter. .Indeed, the spir~.t of the times is a persecuting spirit-it is "the spirit 
tha.t now wOl'keth in the childTen of d.isobed.ience." A few o·f the f.urnaces may 
be named: 1. iSocial ostracism. ·for those whoo not only profess but apply the 
principles of ·Scrii)ture to the dwi:ly life; 2. The odium of contempt for the 
ignorant. hea.ped upon ·the student who In college has ·tih:e courage of his con­
victions, and re·fulses ·to stu-IUfy ·his ·in·tellect or violate !hols oonscience. 3. In 
'some cases the spirit Is so bitter men carry It. in·11o ·their Ibusiness IIiJld persecute 
their employees who stand .for rl.ghteousness. iMinlsters, too, are threatened 
with loss of position If ,they dare to exercise their Uberty In 1Ob1'list. In one 
way or another men must suffer for riglhteousness' swke to-day as always. 
III. What is the Answer of Faith? 
. 1. iMuch that Is called faith is not faith in God at all; hen·ce it is necessary 
thavour faith be tried ·in the tire (I Peter 1: ·6, 7). What Is called faith often 
has in It elements of self.J\'rust, trust In otJhers who are strong, trust in circum-
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stances which seem ,to 'be ,favou'l'8Ible, sometimes ;trust in a m-inistoer or teacher, 
in wife or husband, tr,ust in money and other Infiuences-all Ilhese things 
together lead us to say 'we trust God! '.In such a case the fire of trial' bufrns 
away everythif.ng Ibut 'Our naked trust in God alone. 2. These thoree Hebrews 
knew God so well that they ·knew tJhe image of gold was no God' at all. . So 
grace and peace are multiplied .Ilhrough the .knowledge o.f God. Fai1lh has' its 
roots in a know-ledge of ·God as God. 3. ;They were not careful to answer ,the 
king. The witness who knows ·the truth, and is determined 00 teU only 'the 
truth, does not need ,to ,be ca.reful of Ms answers. 'WIh'Iln a man is asked whetJler 
he 'believes in evolution, 'W1hether he ,beHeves the Bible t'O be the word of God, 
whether he believes in the resu'rrection ·of Ch.rfst, and. he answers, "That de­
pends on what you mean 'by tJhe terms you employ", a discerning maD. w1[,i 
recognize that his carefu~ness covers up something he ,fears ·tc) confess. 4. Thei,r 
knowledge an·d experience of God taught bhem He could deliver them' 'from 
any and every 'foe, .and that in HiB own way 'He WoOuld deliver them.: "True 
fa·lth thus rests in God. 1N0 matter how d-f.lifl.cult the situation, ()r how migJhty 
the 'foe, if we know God, faith will rest in the assurance of a;b90lute victory 
in 'God's time and way. 6. '.Dhe .genuineness of their faith is evidenced in ,Ilhe 
words, "But ,if not". U one could !be sure tIb.·e furnace doors ,woOuld not 'be allowed 
to open, tha.t it WoOuld really ·cos·t us nothin·g to ibe true, we oC)uld all appear 
to 'be 'bold. These men said, "·IDurnace or no f1N'Il&C8, we wm not worsilidp' the 
image." '6 •. They had ·to go into the furnace. ·So. shall we. 7. They met th'e 
Son of God in the Ilurnace. ISo shall we, and come to .know Him there as nowhere 
else. ,8. They learned lessons in the furnace they could learn nowhere else! 
So shall we. 9. The ·fi·re had no power to h:u.r.t them, !but destroyed the men 
who cast them ,in. We s:h·aJl have the same experience. .1'0. Tlhey fOUD,d their 
freedom in the flames. ISo shall we. Some pastors will never .be ·free until.iohey; 
go through ,the furnace. 11. They convinced 'Nebueha.d:nezz8.F of tJhe realUy of 
their ~eliogion, and of the fact ·that their 'God was the only true God, '·not by 
wea'kly bowing to Ms comman·d, 'but Iby .refusing so toO do. 'Thus revival Can' 
come on·ly as we refuse ·,to permill anyone or anything to ta:ke God's .piace· .. ::' 

WITH THE PASTOR IN KENTUCKY 
By W. J. Hutchinson , I 

For neady th·ree weeks it iIlas 'been my ,unSpea:k8lble joy and pr:l.vilege to. be 
alble to share "the ·thin·gs of 'God" and His gospel wi-tilt our ,belo.ved Pastor here 
in ,the SoollhIand; and [ shall never ibe able to adequately express the deep 
sense of -thankfulness felt in my heart aJt this time ·for this most graciOUS and 
so,\lJl-sti·rring experience. , : ' " 

T.ruly God has Ibeen ·glorified and His' Wiord magnified 'in the fearless 
preaohdn·g and teach-ing of iDr. ,Shields whHe ,in iLexington; and He has set 
His seal upon ou·r Pastor's ministry in an unmista:kalble manner, ·for there.is 
DlO doubt in my min,d that his visf,ll ,to tMs ·grea:t and historic church a:t this 
lParticular time was d.fst:inctly ordained of God: "And:He ,gave some, apostles; 
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
for ·the pel'fecting ·of the saints, ·for the wor·k of the ministry, for the edifying 
of ·the ,body of Cihrisb: tiH we all come in the unity of the .faith, and o.f ,the 
know~edge of the ISon of . God, unto a. ilerfect man, unto the measu.re of the 
sta>ture of the fulness of Christ." 

During this v-isit Dr. Shields has spoken twi,ce daBy and three ·times on 
Sunday in the 'Fi,rst 'Baptist Church of which the past 'Or is Dr. George iRa·gland 
who occupied JarVlis .st. pulpit, .Sunday, November ~9th. In addition to this, 
Dr. !Shields has add·ressed: ministeri·al an·d Baptist Associa:t.ions·, ·has spoken 
in Ashland Ave. Ohurch, Lexington; and Wednesday mornin-g, November 20th 
in ,the First ,Baptist Chu.rch, Wiinehesber, Ky. (&Dr. J. W. Gillon, Pastor) to ~ 
crowded con·gregation. !He has had to refuse. many other i)ressin'g invitations 
from 1mportant pastors and colleges. His roo,m at the iIlotel is a kind (}f 
spir:itual cUnic; and althoug'h he is a:lmost overwhelmed with literary and 
editorial work 'bellween meetings, yet he is receiVling ,calls contin'uously ,from 
those w~o are with hIm 1n the ·g:reat war he is fighting aga.inlrt Modernism, 
and ·from pastors and others wh'O seek ihis counsel and advice IOn ,bhia gmat 
question ·and· other difficuUies that face the present day ;pastor and beacher . 

.... 
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h 
!il It wHI ·be well' for t'he members of Jarvis Street Church to real'ize more 

I ~uny that IDr. IShields is undoubtedly called ,to III luge and far-reaching mi~istry 
ou,tside his own church-important as rile knows .that to be~for 'he is WIthout 
!dlOoUibt God's man in the present crisis; this being generaHy conceded by those 
'best qualldl.ed to esbimate the presen·t !Balptist situat:ion on this Continent. 'Per­
:sonally, '~ ·rejoIce that he has 'behind him a cbourch: who are wining to do alI 
lin their power to Irulike ~t possi'ble ,for him to exercise this m,inistry at such a 
,critical hour. Jarvie ·follks may lbe assured that. n'otwithstanding al1 tMs, there 
.Is no Iplace he wou.}d ra1lher 'be ·1lhan standing ,before his own peo.ple in Jarvis 
Street pulpit: he is home-sidk for his church an·d people every minute ,that rile 
;is away ,from them. But assuredly God has given him a vision of the present 
great need of. an uncompromising testimony for the iBook, and has endowed 
him wiUb. qualIties of leadership ,that .peculIarly l1t him to rally God's people 
:iu defence of "·tohe fai,th 'once for all deHvered to the saints"; and' we at Jarvis 
,Street ought never to coIDlplaJn at his 8)bsence, rememberin·g a'll the foregoing, 
~t !be wining to spare him ,from Ms own pulpit not as little ,but as much as 
Ipossible in the coming days. r I ·do not thin,k Dr_ Shields has ever preached 'W·itih: such force and power 
as on this v:isit. He has been indulging ·in some very deep plowing in the 
hearts of tme'lOhl'listians here; and as a result, a marvellous work of grace has 
:iaJren place dn the membership of this cihurch, as well as in members of other 
'Churches attending the services. 
" .:r shall ever retain in my memory how, ·last night, the Spirit of God fell 
u·pon the people In mighty power--and the never-to-be-forgotten 'Scene a1:. the 
blose of tohe service. Dr. 'Ragland !had jus't ar,rlved from !I'o·ronto and entered 
~urlng the meeting. As he rose and SpOke every eye fastened upon ·him, and, 
weighing every word, he s·tated solemnly -that he :bad r~turned home thrilled· by 
wha.t he· had seen and ·felt whHe at J·ams St. IOhul'Ich. lDurin'g Ms remarks 
!Dr. !,tagland said., "I am willing to endul'l8 anything if God wil1 only do for 
this church what He has done ·for Jarvis IStreet." The people were greatly 
moved by ibis words, and the sUro.ation was tense. Then Dr. Shields quIetly 
rpse and as we softly sang, "'Where He leads me II wHI lloJ,low", appealed to the 
peQlple to there and then enter ~nto a solemn covenant wi·th God and their 
pastor to comopletoely and unreservedly yield everything-olifi'ce, ·pos1tilQ.n in 
the church, everythin·g--and reorganize the entire church as ·tohe Holy Sp·irlt 
In,lght direct. Then tlhe entire mem-bers'hip ;presen·t ,pressed forwal'ld and gripped 
t!lei-r .pastor'.s hand-the Red ISea opened; the Walls of Jericho fell, npt at. 
the blast o.f trumpets ibut to tohe accompaniment of hundreds of, "Amen, Lord·! 
We will." . 
1 . I shall .never ,f·orget the moment, for f.t was evident' that· God had very 
definitely gui!Ied !both .or .. Ragland and' our !Pastor on this occasi-on. 'The ;peGple 
fell on theIr 'knees 'in prayer, and slLpplication, and confession; and many 
thanked God for the victoo.ry. 
I The Lexln,gton Church ,had' a great Ill'pheava.l some months ago, similar dn 
many respects to that of Jams ISt-reet ·in 19<211, yet it was evident that there 
was SGme poison left .. in the system e:fter ·1lhe operation on tlhe pat\ent had ibeen 
performed, which needed to be removed in order that complete .restoration could 
be accomplIshed and a return to vigourous health assured. . lot would appear 
that the climax was .rea'Ched at the Monday evening service, and t:bat. at tohis 
very momen·t as we pen these words, a new chapter Is being written ~n the 
history of this great ,Southern churah. We may well pray with our Kentucky 
brethren that> God will :bonour the faith of these believers by ·giving :them a 
New Testament chu.rch; and .that. Lexin'gtGn, too, may become a great sOlLl­
winning centre from this time forth. 

It has !been an dnexpressi:ble joy iflo .be a co-'Worker with Dr. ·S:b·lelds In 
Kentucky. What a man of God he is! How he ma.gndifies the !Name of our 
ILord and Saviour Jesus 'Christ! iHow he loves the Book! How:be .prays, and 
gets answers! Tihese are just Bome of the imp'ressions gained after ibeing dn 
close contact witih· rIlIm for thl'lee weeks. His companionsMp and fello:ws'h,iiP. 
on this occasion wUI be a precious memory t·o me as J.ong as IUe lasts. I know 
him to 'be a man of God in the ,best sense of the word, a fea·rless defender of 
the .truth, and 'W'i.·thal a Ohristian gentleman; and 'I count i-t. a .great honl()ur 
to be 'lIlS'sociatoed with him not only here in Kentucky, but also In the glorious 
work of which God ihas made ;him t·he under ·shepherd at Jal'V'ls Street. Long 
may he be spared to us all 1n Jarv:ls Street Ch·ureh. 
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1 YEAR'S 
S. S. STUDIES IN LIFE- OF CHRIST 
EVANGELISTIC SERMONS 
NEWS OF RELIGIOUS -WAR 
FUNDAMENTALISM vs. MODERNISM 
VIGOROUS EDITORIALS In Defense of 
FAITH ONCE -FOR ALL DELIVERED 

All for ONE DOLLAR 

edited by Dr. T. T. Shields, Pastor Jarvis St. Church, Toronto, 
- Canada, published weekly, contains all the above. 

Nothing in Modern Times- surpas-ses the miraculous tran'5formation of 
Dr. Shields' church from a formal, ari'stocrati'C, clturch into one of the 
greatest centres of 'Evangelism on this continent, where conver&ions 
occur at every service; or the growth of the Bible School, in three years, 
from less than 400 to the greatest School in Canada. Thi-s revolution 
took place in the eleventh year of Dr. Shielkl's' pastora,te, andl the great 
rev-ivaI which followed the withd-rawal of 341 member6 has in four ye&l['s 
added more t,han 1,500 to the church, andl the revivat still conti-nues. 

Next-best to living in tohe spiritual tropics of this great -churclt is to 
read the s-ermons (stenographically reported) through which scores a-re 
converted and whlclh appear weekly in "The G08pel Witn.s." This 
Paper, le5's than four years old, now circu~te-s all over the world and is 
al,ready being read by mor-e than 1,000 preachers weekly. 

-Begin-ning in January, "The Witne .. " will contMn a weekly expoSlition 
in the Whole Bible Course of the Baptist Bible UniOD by Dr. Shields, 
and which will cover the Life of Christ in one year. 

Regular subscript\ion to ~The' Gospel Witn .. " is $2.00, per year. To 
introduce the "Witne .. " 4:0 n-ew readers, it is now offered witlh above 
specia.t features from January 1 to December 31, 1926 for One Dollar.-

AIL ,subscriptions at this rate must be received by December 20th at 
The Gospel Witn.s Oftice (p'lease ma-rk en'Velope "Special Offer"), 130 
Gerrard St. E., Toronto; Canada. ,Mail this wi.th order. If money i5 
sent 'by cheque, 2S cents must be add-ed for exchange., Postal rates 
compel u,s to charge $1.50 for toMs special :oife'r in Toronto.' Send your 
order at once. 

- - - - - - - ORDER BLANK - - - - - - -
-"The Gospel Witness," 130 Gerrard- 8t. E., Toronto, 2, 08nada. 

Please send "The GaspeI WitDeaa" to the underosigned far one year begiunbJg with 
the first issue in ]anua.ry, 1!126, for which find! enclosed one doUa.r, as per your special 
offer: ' 

NAoME (Rev., Mr., Mrs., Miss) •....••••••••.. , ••.......•.....•.....•••.•...•• : •..•••••.• 

ADDRESS .......•.•.•••.......••.•....••...•.•......•..•..............•..••••.••...•.• 

N.B.-No aubacripticm caD be accepted for leu dum the )'ear" at the apeciaI doIJar rate. 


