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~bt Jarbis ~trttt ~ulpit 
"WILL BAPTISTS CONSENT TO McMASTER'S THROWING OVER 

REDEMPTION BY BLOOD?" 
A Sermon by the Pastor. 

Preached in Jarv.is St. Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, November 8th, 1925. 
(Stenographically reported.) , 

"For the law made nothing pe.f·ect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; 
by wbieh we draw nigh unto God. 

"And in'asmueh as not w.ithout an oa'l'h he was made pr·ie9t: 
"(For tDOse priesfJ9 were made without an oat·h; but this with an oath by 

him that 'said unto him, The Lord sware and wi'll not .repent, Thou ut a priest for 
ever after the order of Melehisedec:) 

"fly so much was Jesus mooe a surety of a .heHer tes~ame\lt. 
"And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered .to continue 

by reason of death: 
"But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable pdesthood. 
"Wherefore he is ",ble also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God 

by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them."-Hebrews 1: 19·25. I lOR tho law m .... n.thing •• "..,.. 'ut tho bringing I •• r ... tier ".pe "F did; !by tJ;Je which we draw nigh unto GOd. And inasmuch as not 
without an oath 'he was made priest: (for t'hose !priests were made 
wit.hout an oath; !but this with an oath 'by 'him that said unto him, = The /Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a 'Priest for ever Ilifter 

~ the 'order of Melchisedec:) 'by so much was Jesus made a surally of 
.-"--" a 'better testament. And IIhey truly were many opriests, 'because they 

were not souffered to continue 'by reason of death; ibut lIh'is man, ibecwuse 
he continueth ever, hath an unchan.geable ,priesthood"~a ,priesthood l1h8;t does 
not ipass from one to another. In other words, He is a IPriest with-out a suc
cessor, a Priest for ever Himself a·!ltier .the ordeT of Melcbisedec; and on that 
ground, oit is argued, "he is wble also to save ihem"-nob .from the uttermost, 
though that is true, ·but "to the uttermost",-it is 'Pl'Io'specUve, it looks into the 
future, it has in ill an element of time-'\Wherefore he is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that 'Come unto God 'by him. seeing he ever Uveth .to make inter
cession for them." How is He able to ·do it? "Seeing he ever Uveth"-what :for? 
-"to make iniercession tio·r IIhem." 

I want to .spea,k to you this evening for a Httle while a.bout the Priesthood 
of our Lord Jesus eh·rist. There is a verse in the seventeenth cha'Pter of Levi
tic1ls to this effect: "For bhe life of 'the flesh is -in the .blood: and I have given 
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it to you upon the altar to malte an atonement ,for your souls: for -it is the ·blood 
that malteth. atonement ·fo·r the soul." 

You wHl recall the record of tohe first offerings presented to the Lord by 
Cain and A'bel,-the acceptalble offel'ing WilS an offering of 'blood; when judg
ment had lbeeu poured out upon the earth, and Noah came 'o,ut of the ark, he 
'built an altar and he offered su·crHices to Ood, and the Lo·rd smelled a sweet 
savor and entered into covenant with the earth and put His bow in the cloud; 
when ,Aibraham heard t.he d·ivine 'clllll and went out not knowing whither htl 
went, wherever .he stop:pell ,in his journey·ings, wherever he pitched his tent. 
th·ere he 'builded an altar unto -the Lord; when .Israel were delivered outo (I,l 
Egypt and a nation was ·born in a day, Ule tabernacle was esta:blished in the 
wilderness "after the pattern of things lin the hea:vens". And .the ta:bernacle 
consisted mainly of two parw:~there WAS, ·of course, the outer court-the holy 
place, and the holy of holies. Tl1e holy of ,holies conta·ined the alit olf the cov
enant, the un,broken ·law, the mercyseat., the .gloriou~ cher,ubims overshadowIng 
the mer·eyseat, Aaron's rod that budded, the golden 'pot 'of manna-aLl these 
were within the vail; and into;> that :h·oHe::;t ,place the high priest entered 'but 
once a year, and then, as we read thois evening, "not with,out blood, which he 
offered for ·himself, and for the errors of the ,people". I read to y.ou also this 
evening how "almost aH things are ·by the law ·purged with· ,blood; and without 
shedding of blood is no remission". 

In the tlllbernacle w,orshiop which was estalblished 4n t'he wilderness, -the 
office of 1'he priest pJayed a very important pa·rt. When the tl'ltbes were led into 
the promised land, no lot was given to Ule tri,be of !Levi. 11hat trIbe was dedi- , 
cated to t'he priesthood, and their inl1eriotunce was the ,Lord Himself; and no 
one might minister in the ,priest's office who was not ·bo·rn to it ·by 'being a 
member of the tri·be ,of Lev·i. Aud all down through the Old 'festament you will 
find that grea:t importanc:e is a.ttached to th·e 'ministry of ltihe ,pri'est. Ill> the 
ta:berna'Cle t.here were 110 seat::;: it was not a place ·for the hearing of music; 
it was not a p1aee even .for the hearing of the law: 'it was ,desl-gned to set forth 
the toerms upon which liLan might come into the presence of a holy God. And 
when that alta'r was esta.bllslled, anII the saerLtlce was put upon the altar, there 
came ·down ·fire froom heaven, si'gnifying the d'ivine approval of the sacr.ifice. 
When, in a later day, the'temp,le was erected, it was erected after the patotern 
of the tablernacle, wit.h its holy ,place and its 'holiest of a~I. When it was dedi
cated, when Solomon had made all end of praying, ,fire came down from heaven, 
and t·he glory of the 'Lord 'filled the JlOuse. 

When our ·Lord Jesus came, Who came not to dest'foy the law and the prophets 
but to fUlfill, Who was Himself t·he .Antitype of all that had been prefigured by 
the t~pes and sym:bols of the Old d'ispensation,-,for we read th·is evening they 
were the 'figures of ·better things W,M·ell were yet to come-When our Lord 
Jesus came, John records lIhll.'t His great forelmnner whos~ ooming had ibeen 
predicted, and whose ministry was a fulfilment of ancient prophecy, when John 
the lBaptist introduced .Jesus he said, '\Beho!·d the 1amb of God, which tllIketih 
away the sin o.f the world." When Jesus Himself drew nigh to the cross He 
began to tell His dIsciples that He must gO up too J·erusal'em to dole, and He 
said, "TIle Son o()f man came not to be ministered unt.o, Ibut to minister, and to 
give his lIife a ransom ,for many"-,()r., instead of m'an'y. I heard the Professor 
of New Testament Greek at ,McMaster University, -Dr. J. H. Farmer, years' ago, 
quolla ·that text and so .inter.pret it: "He ·came not to ,be ministered unto, :but 
to minister, and to 'give his :life a runs·om ·for-instead of-many". 

The epistle to the Hebrews .from which I ·read ,to you this eTening, 'begins 
by declaring that 8111 God hall spo.],en ill earlier dispensations was now llulfilled 
in C4'rlst: "God, who at sundQ'y times and in divers manners sPllIke in time 
past unto the .fathers ,by tohe prophets, hath in these last days s:poken unto us 
by his Son, whom he h8:th appointed heir of all things, ,by whom also he'made 
the worlds; who being -the brightness of ,his glory, and .the express image of 
his lPerson, and upholding all things by the word of h·is power, when he had 'by 
him·s·elf purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 
being made so much ·better than the an,gels, as he ha·th by inheritance obtained 
a more excellent name than -they." Tohe 'Lord Jesus is 'God's last word to the 
world. T,he first cha:pter of Hebrews .argues :t'he superiority of JSSI\lS, not only 
ever men but over angels; and the writer quotes the Old Testament Scriptmres 
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in sup.port of h-is iKlsition. He quotes the second, ·forty,fillth, one hundred and 
fourth and the one hundred aD!d ,tenth Psalm-"But unto <the Son he saith, 
.Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever: a s'ceptre of righteousness is the secptre . 
0,( thy ·kingdom. Thou 'hast loved righteousness, a.nd hated iniquity; therefore 
God, even thy oGod, ,hath anointoed thee with the {lil of ·gladness· aJbove thy fel
lows." He declares that the heavens and the earth shall -change, and as a vesture 
thEiY s'hall Ibe ·folded up and ilut away; that the angels are sulbordinate to Jesus 
Christ; that tlhey are '~all minister-ing spirit'3, sent ·forth to minister for them 
WllO shall 'be heirs Df salvation". (l'hen he reaches that magnificent ·climax in 
the second -chwpt.er: ''Therefore we ought to ,give the more earnest heed to the 
tll.ings wh·ich ·we have heard, lest at a.ny bime we shoul-d: ·let them slip. l"or i.t 
the word &po.ken 'by angels was sted.fast, and every transgression and disDbedi· 
ence received a just Tecompense of reward; how allall we escape, -if we neglect 
so great salvation; 'which at the .first Ibegan to 'be spoken ·by the .Lord, and was 
confirmed unt.o us Iby them that heard him; God: alGo 'bearing t·hem witness, 
both with signs and w{lnd'el's, and 'With divers miracles, and .gi.fts of the H<l'ly 
G,host, according to his own wHl?" 

'The wrilter proceeds, ·foLlowing tlhlllt, tD eLi-scuss the Priesthood of our Lord 
Jesus in 'contrast with bhe changing, transient, priesthood of the law. He pOints 
out ·that the ,priests came of the trtbe of Levi; but that our ILord came of the 
tribe o.f Judah, of whioh. tri-be Moses spake nothing concerning -the priesthood. 
Our Lo·rd Jesus was not of the tr~be of Levi: He was of the royal tribe of 
Judah, the Lion of the tri'be o,f Judlllh as well as the Lam-b slain from the foun-. 
dation o.f the world; He ·was both a King and a iPriest. And in proof Df that 
he continues: "For those priests were made witihout an oa·th; but tIl.is with an 
oath ·by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will n\>t Tepent, 'f.hou art 
a 'priest for ever after the order Df iMelchisedec:" We Ilav/:l it on reco·rd both' 
in the Old Testament, and .brought forward into 1lb.e iNew-f!po·ken, according to 
His own claim, ,by tille Holy Ghost ....... that the Lord God of heaven hath sWl\rn 
that Jesus Christ 'Will never have done with H1is' Priesthood, bUlb that He is a 
Priest for ever aft~r the order o,f Melch-ised·ec. He speaks of -the passin" away 
of many 'Priests, WhD "were not suffered to continue by reason of death: but this 
man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeaJble il"l"iestlh{lod"-He has 
no successor, He IIIbides a Priest ·for ever. And !because of that "he is able to 
save them to the utbermost that come unto ·God ,by him, seeing he ever hveth to 
make intercession for them." 

This epistle from wMch ·1 read to ,you tlh.is evening declares that a1-1 the 
types and symbols of bhat elaJborate l'itual of the law found their fulfilment in 
Chrisb; and thlllt He was Himself. the Tabernacle, He was Himself the Altar, 
He was Himself the SacrLfice, He was Himself the Priest; and He entered int{l 
the holiest o·f a1-1, not with the 'blood of o·thers, but with His ·own Iblood. Willat 
for? There "to ap.pear in the presen~ of God .for us." 00 ·blessed ,be His name! 
He was not only our Representative on .the cross, in -the grave, and in the Tesur
rection; ·but He -is our Representative 'bef-ore the throne,' appearing for us, the 
guarantee that so·me day !poor sinners, redeemed: ,by His',blood, shall also appear 
in the presence of the Holy One withoot ·fault before the bhrone of God. But 
He appears there for us. .on what g·round? With His own .blood, just !pleading 
the merits Df His own ,blood, ever exercisdng the office o·f a priest. He presented 
His !per.fect sacri1ice, and satisfied all the claims of a holy God: reconciled'to 
God 'by the ·deabh of His Son, we are saved through our glorious Representative, 
Who ever Hveth to make intercession for us. ("Hal1e1ujah!" "Praise the 
Lord! "). ·oDon't YDU thin'k tJhat is a fine gOS'Pel? Don't you think that ds satis
fying to the heart and conscience, to every element of {lur nature, 110 have a 
second Adam thus -intercedln·g fDr us? 

"00 loving wisdom of our Godi 
Wihen all was sIn and shame, 

A ·second Adam to the fight, 
And to the rescue came .. 

·'0 wisest love! that fiesh and bloo·d, 
Which did in Adam fail, 

'Should strive. afresh against tll-e .foe, 
Should strive and sihouold prevaH .... 
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iN{)W, the proposi·tion I swbmit to you is t.his: t:ha:t any gospel-any g;oS'Pel 
so-calIed-which ignores the eterna,l PriesIJh,ood or Jesus Ohrist is not the gospel: 
it is "another. gospel," it has no relatIon to the gospel revealed, in God's holy. 
Word. 

We 'had a discussion In thc Convention and Senate of 'McMast<er, 8Ibout 
the Driver view. Someone ea,irl to me ,this morning, "What ,d'o the rank and 
filIe know abou:t Dr. Driver? They do nob know whether he was a_Ill ex-plorer 
wlb-o did not find the pole, or what he is!" .of cou-rse. they don't. Some have 
read him. iBut I thlnlk 'I can tell you w,hat. bhc Dr·lver view is -in a word or two. 
He represents a eertain school o.f Bi'blical criticism. And when it was sa:id 
the other day at -our -Convention, that iP!'Iof. Ma·rsllall held Driver's view, some
one said, "10 yes! iBut rememiber, only in respect to authors·h.jp and dates of 
the Old Test'ament. IScriptures." Of course! But does that not matter? WelI, 
I wHI show you how .jt matters. 'Dhat iphHosaophy with whi-ch 'Dr. Driver's name 
is quite ilrominentIy associated-I wHl admit that he is ~ot the most extreme 
type ()f modernist, hut 'he is extreme enough; and aIt'Ogether too extreme for 
Canad·ian 'Baptists. I hope he is ·for you-but that whole -philosophy is based 
upon -the assumption that the -first five lbooks of the Old Testament, the iPen
tateuch, were not written Illy Mos·es.....,he had some little pa'rt lin :It-but Iby a 
process of Utera;ry ana:lysis, they, the criUcs, ,profess to have diseovered t:hat 
ever so many ·documents were ",-oven tog-ethe'r, but that there were th-ree chief 
e'lements. There were, of course, more than three. TheD:'e are now so many 
slIlbdivIsions that it Hs d.iffi·cult to keep up with them, -but tll1:lre are three main 
divisi{)ns: one is the "J" write-r. That is, the wr·iter who uses the word Jehovah 
for God; an-other is the "IE" writer. the one wIll'O uses th~ word El()'him for God; 
and the third is the prie-stly wri·ter, "P". w.ho is mainly res'ponsihle foc the 
p·ortions af the Pent'llteuch ·containing the priestly conception. 

And Dr. Dri,ver's pos~Mon relates, only 'to authol'B'hip and dates! I read to 
you to-nIght whll!t t-he writer to the Hebrew.s sa;id. a:bout the s'igni!ficance af Exodus 
and Leviticus. He said, "The H{)ly Ghost th·is s~gnj.fying, that: the way into 
the holiest of aU was not yet made manifest"; and in pr()o-f of bhat he quotes: 
"When iM·oses"-now Hsten~"had g,poken every 'Precept to all the 'People accord
ing to the law" ihe too.k"-Moses too-k"'-"t'he blood of r.,alves and of goats, with 
wa;te·r, and scarlet wool. and hyssop, and sprin']ded both the ibooik, and all the 
peOiple, saying, This is the -blood of the testament which 00'11: hath enjoined unto 
y·ou." What d-oes the Driver philosophy do? It la,bels such ,portaons of Bcr·ip
ture as part of the "Priestly Code,'.' then it takes it out of It:he first five' books 
of Mo()ses, aBd dates it after the B!IIbylonian ex.fle. the greater ·part. of It. Then 
they tell -us the ritual of the Jewish worsh·ip did not come down from heaven. 
-but that the priests copied it ;from Balbylon! In bheir voiew it is ;part of the 
evolutionary process, and could not pOSE'i,bly -belong -bacik there in the Penta
teuch. It must have come Ila;ter. ,because they did not get it from heaven: they 
gob it from BabYlon. What does it do? <It simply t.akes the whole conception 
of Ithe priesthood out of the Old Testament as III. divi-ne revelation,· and makes 
it a piece of literary forgery, perpetrated by the priestsl of post-exi~E!I times -to 
credential themselves and their office. 

And the man who ,takes that view, cammt heliEWe -in the Priesthood of 
Ohrist. Tlha:t view makes the five books of IMoses a pions fraud:......and not very 
piQlIls either-and the most gigantic for-gery that waR ever foiflted upon the' 
human mind. And then when they taJke that. view. changing the autihorshiop, 
chan'ging the dates, with utter disre-gard to t:he teaching of the New Testament. 
they come to us and say thab Jot is only a matter of authorship and dates! 
But when YOU consider what tha.1 means, you discover that they have taken 
away the -foundation of the New Testament. -The New Testament 'has it.s -roots 
in tJh'6 .old, the great central fact of the whole Christian revelation Is the Priest
hood of Jesus Ohl'ilrt. It begins ;baclc there ,in IEden: the blood is shed; the 
ooats of skin are made; and all the w,ay through there ro·ns that. scarlet line that 
,binds all the Book together, until we eome to the lasb book wMch tells us of 
1:1he Lamlb slain -from the foundation 'of the world. It is not 'confined to the !book 
of Hebrews: we find it in aU Paul's writings. The Acts of the ,Apostles is full 
of It,' and in every epistle P-aul wrote we are taught that we ~re made nigh by the 
blooo., PBlUI does not. con!fine himself to the death of Christ: 'it is the ,blood of 
Ch·rist:. What is the signidlcanee? "The Ufe of the flesh is in the -b].ood; and' I ihave 
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given it to you ,upon the altar to make an atonement for your sools: for iv is 
the 'blood .that maketh an atonement for the souL" What is the ,blood? It Is 
the life in solution. Thlllt is whall it is, That ,is scientifically accurate: men 
of science wm tell you to-day tJhat the life of the flesh ,Is in the blood. And it 
is the blood, Wihich represents the whole life, that was shed and thlllt made 
an atonement-the Just lor the unjust to !bring us to OOd. J:t. is the substi· 
tutionary facll that ·is the foundation of the gospel: He died instead of us, the 

. Just for the unjust; He was made sin 'for us though tHe knew no sin "that we 
might Ibe made the righteousness of ;God in him." 

We are living in a day when .men speak in such a ,fash,ion that they would 
deceive the very elect. I wlll read you something-il have read it to you bsfore, 
but I thin,k I will ·read .it. again. You 'hear uJesus Christ, and him cru~ifled" 
,preached, and someone comes to you and says, ''Why, the man pl'Iea-ches ·Christ!" 
Yes, he preaches Christ, and talks a.baut comin·g to ChTisb, He preaches Christ! 
"I tell you, sir, he magnified the Cross; he led us right to t1he Cross; and he 
preached the death of Christ, too." Yes! 'but. what does the death of Christ 
mean in such a m.an's ,philoso'Phy?~I am not speaking of any particular man 
for bhe moment. ~is Is just a hy,pothetical case, although I -have many In 

. mind who preac1J. aUaT that fashion-what does the death of Christ mean ,in such 
a case? It means the climax (l·f a righteous life; it means the consummation of 
a su'blime, a supreme ExalIllJIe; it teaches me that I ought to 'be so devoted bo 
truth, to righteousness, to right living, and right dOing, that iI would: rather 
die than do wrong. That. ,is what Chrisb did: 'I ought to do it too. But that 
Is not all the gospel, that is only half the gospel. That is all right lior the man 
who is once saved. oChTlst is his Exam,ple. But, my ·bretlhTen, without the 
blood of expiation, without vhe blood that. -cleanses ,from sin, there is no salvation. 

Of course, ~f we are astray in our conception o,f sin itself, If it Is but the 
residue of some earlier stage, 'We need no atonin.g lSacrifice. Christ is often 
thus preached; and the undiscerning accept it. When our dear friend whom I 
have had occasion to crit.icize made 'his stabement of ,faith the other day, he 
said that he lbelieved~let me read you exactly what he said: u,I ,believe in God 
the Father Almighty, 'Maker of heaven and earth; I -believ.e in the Deity of 
Jesus Christ His ,Son, our Lord; [ believe that on all the great questions of 
mora-lilly and religion the wbsolut.e and the final word is with Jesus 'Christ our 
God and ,Saviour"-You see He is' not auth'oritative or -infalli,ble -in all realms. 
Dr. Driver says that He did not necessarily know anything a.bout the author· 
ship of the Old Testament, that the quest,ion was never mbm-itted to Him ab all, 
and therefore In attributing cerl.'ain 'Scriptures to Moses and certain to David, 
we are not to accept Christ's word for it at all.-A great many 'people sat in 
the Con'Vention and said, "Oh, that is great. He beli6lVes ·that on questions of 
morality and religion, the absolute and the final word is with Jesus Christ." 
If Christ made a mistake about Jonah, if He made a mistake about bhe au· 
thorshlp of the Old Testament Scriptures, if when He said, "How then doth. 
David in spirit caJ.l him ,Lord, saying, The 'Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou 
on my right hand, tiM I make thine enemies thy foowtool ?"-if He made so 
many mistakes as some of the critics tell us He did, then He is not infallible 
for me. I cannot understand how a Man W1h·o is SO faulty should be an infalUble 
Guide for us at all. If He had not the wisdom, and omniscience, and sure 

'knowledge of God, how can we follow Him unfalteringly ,in every word He 
utters? 

And then Dr. Marshall said: 'II !belleve in bhe virgin birth; I 'believe in 
the vicarious suffering of Jesus Christ as effecting the atonement between man 
and God; I believe in the glorious resur·recUon of Jesus Christ, in the empty 
grave"-''WIhy'', someone nudged me and said, "did you hear that? Did you 
hear him say that he belleved in the vicarious suffering of Jes·us Christ' as 
effecting bhe atonement !between man And, GOd? 'What more do you want than 
that?" Our new Professor's great spon90r tells us that when JoIhn said, 
"Behold the 'Lam'b of God, wl1lch ta;keth away the sin of the world", he said 

. something thab was historically true, that under the ·inspiTation and example 
of Jews Oh'l"ist a great many sins that used to be in the world are gone-that 
w~en ·John said, "\Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world," he stated a fact which has 'been hlstlOrically demonstrabed, ,because the 
world is getting better every day. That Is ,fibe most 8u,btle kind of deception. 

- ". 
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That is not what th-is Scripture means: it means.vhat bet.ween this soul of m1ne 
and God there was sin which a holy God cou:ld not pardon; and that Jesus came 
and died, and affered an equivalent .before IGod ·for my poor life; and cast my 
sins behind His -baek. iIt is an objective Ch·rist Who' did something for me, dn 

. order that He might do something an me. That Is the .gospel. Our P·rofessor 
of Practical Theology seems to know nothing at all wbout an objective Christ 
suffel'ing the Just ·f·o'r the 'unjust~"vicarious" <on his lips ·is one of the "weasel 
words." 

. I had a letter la&t week fr,om a great edivor in the United ,states~I am 
pu'blishing an extract from it in this week's issue o,f The Gospel Witness-in 
which he speaks of having read the IIJew Prollessor's 'Sermon, and charactert1zes 
it as Ibeing made ~p of "weasel-word cMcanery.... Do you know what a weasel
'Word is? I 'believe Theodore Roosevelt coined that word. Do you know what 
a weasel does? It takes an egg, pierceG it, and sucks aU vhe egg out of it, and 
leaves you a perfectly good egg-except that there is nothing in it. What.is a 
weasel-word? -It is the word "vicarious" with all the evangeUcal content <taken 
out of it. 'Dh:a.b is what 1M0dernism does,-'-sucks the 'hlood out of the termin
ology of orthodoxy, and then comes to us with the very words of ortho'doxy, 
m8lking them mean the very opposite from what they have always meant. Ib 
is th'e very '\vomt kind of deception. 

The Professor ,then reached this climax: "I 'believe tlihat Jesus ever Uvef:lh"-
. when II heard 01at I thought, just for ,the ,fracvi.on o.f a second, surely I must 
have been wron'g, I must. have .been misjudgin-g-"who ever liveth"-wihat for? 
To a..p,pear 'before ,God to make intercession ,for me with His own blood? No!
"who ever liveth to 'be the inspirati<on of His followers"! ,Do you see it? My 
;tJrethren, it -is an absolutely bloodless ,gaspel--an absolut'aly bloodless gospel: 
the deat'l1 of Ohrist, 'but no expiation; the living IOh'r-ist, ·but no .intercession; an 
Example, ,but no dynamdc to enable me to attain to it. ,That is llhe 'kind of 
tMng we have in our day. 

'But oh, how 'blessed to get. 'back to the Word of God, and to remember that 
our Lord is there, hav:ing carried our ,human nature, in His glorified ,body, into 
the ·presence of God,-<the Lam!b slain from the ,foundati·o·n o·f the world, and, 
fu1t1lling the an,cient prophecy, the !Mediator before -God, saying, "Deliver him 
fram going down to the pit: I have found a ransom"! And peopOO who have 
been s'aved by the blood, who have been redeemed at s'llch tremendous cost, 
will come clearly to see that there is no 'blOOd in this P.rofessor's gaspe 1, no 
blood of allonement-coming to Christ! lOoming bo Christ! Coming, saying. 
"Nothing 'in my hand.r 'bring; simply to Thy cross II clin.g"? No! The way to 
come to Christ is to .pay your debt.s, to Bve as a decent citizen; the way to come 
to Chr,ist is to live a self-sacrifieing life, to ·avoid snobbishnesB--aild when YOlll 
live a self·sacri:ficin-g life yau come bo Christ; and when you do not live a self
sacri,ficdng life, you do not belong to Christ! We all ought to live self-sacrIficing 
lives, we ought to deny (lUrselves an·d. talce up our cross and follow Him. iBut 
that. 'is not the gtOspel: that is pJanting the tree upsidedown, with its ~oobs in 
the air; that is 'confounding ca..use an·d effect, putting the effect before the cause. 
T·he greab thing is that we Should ,know our sins are atoned for, that th'ey are 
washed away. The poor, 'bankrupt, Ihelil-deserving, empty-handed sinner comes 
to the Cross, and ,finds fu'll and ·free forgiveness far aU his sinlir; and then says, 
Uke ,Saul of TarB'llS, dirst, '''Who art thou, [.oro?"; and the answer comes, "I am 
Jesus wh<om thou persecutest .... .And then, uLoro, 'Wihat wilt thou have me to do?" 
He oughlt to be our Lord; we ought to do His oommandmen.ts.: we ought to 
feed the hungry, and clothe the na:ked, and educate . the Ignorant, and visIt the 
,fatherless and wIdoWS dn their affliction, and keep ourselves unspotted from 
the world_e ought ,to do all 1iliese things. But the 'great matter is that, first 
of ad,l, we should be Tight with God. IIVJ:.ade nigh-made nigh! Haw can you 
be made nigh? Only ·by the cleansing of the precious blood, of Christ. 

[ wonder i·f there ·is someone here this evening who needs a Saviour like 
that? If ,I were to tal'k to you to-nig1ht about foHow-ing Christ as a great Ex
ample, you would say, "Ib is all very lovely, sir. I have never read of Him 
without admdring Hi!p.. I should like to wal:k in His steps, and go down t.o 
the oUlce to-morrow and do exactly as tHe WOUld. I should· Uke to do all that, 
'but tI am afraid to 'begin ibeclWse I s'hould 'get into endless trouble. I have no 
strength, na goodness of my own." Well,.r am not going to ask you bo follow 
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the example of Jesus Christ to IbegIn with: I am asking you to come lIS one who 
has nothing at all, Wlbl() pleads bankruptey, utter moral and spiritual ruin, with 
notMn'g at all to bring to Ood; and Ilherefore with empt.y hands to Ireceive 
everything fJ'lom God. Then you wHoI have"Someone to go to the office with you, 
t.o your home, to the shop, everywhere. ' 

You y,oung people-young oo-l1ay, you will 'be older Iby and! by-but if you 
live to' ,be as old as Methuselah, and tbe ,Lord should tarry, there is a great 
~ngh Priest yonder in Heaven pleading every day, He ,is there as a freshly 
killed ,Sacrifice; and He is plead,ing every day" "!Lorn, save that man; help that 
w,om,an." And every time we take the name of JeS'lls upon our Ups and pray 
to Him, Jesus takes OUi" prayer and presents it to uha 'Father. 1 do not know 
,whether 1 ihave told you, 'but when I was in ·HamlJ.ton yea'rs ago, 1 was going 
down the street one day, and I saw in the ddstance a little girl trying to post a 
leMer. She was try,ing to get it into a ,piHar ibox, ibu,t she eould: not quite reach it. 
Then she got hold of the box with one hand, and tried to jump; but she could 
not hold ·the lid of the /box open, and jump at the same time. She could not 
get the letter in, though she tried ever so many times. lAnd jusb as 1 was 
approaching, she hung her hands down, and! looked up and down the street as 
though looking for helip. Presently she saw me, and, came running to me and 
looking ·up as though she thou~ht iI cou·Id reach any tilling said, "Pilease, sir, will 
you post my letter 'I" 'I Ilook ·the letter and examined it. [saw that it was ad· 
'dressed and stamped, put 'it in the ibox, and it went on its way Carried ,by His 
Majesty's malI to its' destination. 

No matter what stilts you may 'gell, no matter how you stand, on tip-toe 
morally and spirit'l1al'ly and try to ,present a request 'of yours 'before the Thro,ne, 
you cannot reach, you ·cannot attain to the height of the Divine holiness, you 
cannot. measure up t'o His 'perfect ,ri,ghteousness" 'by the utmost reach of your 
mol"8.l stature. We are moral dwarfs, we have come short of ithe glolrY of God; 
but our High Priest wlll stoop, and with Hiis humanity He wlll take your poor 
prayer, and with His Dedty He wiU .}lilt it IUP to the highest heighits of diV1ine holi
ness. He wdID pre&ent your ·poor prayer, stamped' with His name, certi'fied with His 
imprimatur, ,made effective by His intercession, and for His sake the 'aIl6Well" w1.Jl 
come. Wh'nt a blessed thIng it is to ,be as'BlUred that we ,have such an InterceS8Oll' as 
that! Will you seud a letter to Reaven? WiII you send it to-nIght in uhe Name 
of the Lord JeS'll's? WiII you send this letter, "God /be merci~ul to me a sinner"? 
"But wiIl He heaT me?" 1N0; but He wiU hear 'Ohr>ist; and when you pray in 
His name and for His sake, He wiII ,blot out all your sins', and you will be iHis 
for ever: "Whosoever shaH calIon ,the name of ,the Lord shall 'be saved." 

No one is more welcome to Jarvis Street Pulpit, than the great preacher 
and Bi'ble teacher, Dr. R. E. Neighbour, of Chicago. Dr. Neighbour -taught the 
Pastor's Bible Class at 10.00 Sunday morning, and ,in spIte of :the -heavy storm, 
three hundred and fifty were present, with nine hundred and 8lixty ithroughout 
the School. At the' :.11.00 o'clock service, Dr. Neighbour ,prea.ched a strong 
sermon from PS'alm 126: 6. At this service, Mr. R. E. Neighbour, Jr., violdn
ist, who :has studied undler world-f8i1nous mas.ters, and who has consecrated 
his tal6'n.t absoluteliy to the Lord and His work, gave two much appreciaroed 
violin s'election·s. In the evening, Dr. Ne:ighbour preaehed to a CR'pacity con· 
gregatlon, when several confessed Christ. . 

A. few weeks raga the pe,ople of Jarvis Street were priV'ileged in hearing 
Pastoor J'ames McGil1l1ay, the young Alton reviv!l'list, when Godl was pleased 
to use his miniatry to the salvation of many souls. During tthe Pastor's absence 
'nex:t Sunday, Mr. McGinlay wUl teaeh the Pastor's 0l'1l.S'S at 10.00, and preach 
'both morndng and evening. Let !\IS he much in pmYell" that God wUli show His 
hand in our midst. 

The Pastor left ~ast Friday evening, NovembE!ll' 13th, for Lexington, Ky., 
where he will conduct evangelistIc serV1ices in the First Baptist Church untIl 
November 27th. Mr. W. J. Hutchinson, our Sunday Schpol SuperinJtl!lll.den.t and 
'Choir Leader, accompanied Dr. Shields. He w:iU lead the singing at all' ser
V'ices'" andl conduct Junior Gospel Services PJVfYry day at 4,30. Pa'Sotor' and ofll· 
cers of First Chureh, Leacington, earnestly soldcl,t the prayoers of out readers 
foor this evaJIIgellE11t1c mission. 
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TIle pabJlaa1ioa 01 .. PI!IPCI" .. I • mieaioaary em lieltlriae i. made IIOHibJe II)" the pt. of 
member. 01 1 arriI Street ChW'Ch .Dd otbel'l, aDd i. &eDt to nbllCrilJere b, mail for t3.00 
(ueler GO.) per ,ear. U aD, 01 the Lord' •• te_rde who read tIba bave ftCeiyed bleaia!r, 
". allaU be crateflal for .~ tIIaDk·offeriq . lOU ma, be able to aeDd to TIle Witaeaa FIIIld at 
_, time; &ad e8IIflCIiaU7 fOr your pra.,.er. that the me..,-e of TIle w,~ ma, be uaed b,. 
tile Bol7 Spirit lor the defeace of the Faith, the aalvatiOD of 1IOId ... aDd the eultatioD if 
Chriat. A. our fllDda make it poallible, we bODe to add to our free a.t, from time to iIime, 
CIbe _ of miniate'ra .t !lome .ad m.baioDarie. abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
WHAT PROF. L. H. MAR'SHALL TAUGHT IN ENGLAND. 

W,e .publish below a ·sermon 'by .tJh·e Rlev. L. H. MarSihaU, B_A., B.D., recently 
appointed Professor at McMaster Univer·slty. A CO.py of the printed' sermDn 
has just rea'Ched 'Us ,fro.m En.glan·d. On th·e Duteide cover th·e ·sermon is ent1t1ed, 
"What BlIlPtists ,Stand For," 'While on ·the ,front .page wlthlm, the sermon Is 
entitled, "Our Baptist Wltn'e'l!s'" We draw particular atten·tion to ,the 'linelJ 
.prlnted in bold type in the .sermon which fol'lo'W,s, ibut we wan.t our readers 
to. under·mand that tMs empha.sis is' not Mr. Mars'hamBl, but OUl'lS. These Unes 
are no,t emphasized at aH ,in the printed sermon befol"e UiP, 'but we have ,printed 
them jn ibold tY'Pe in order that we may <:all our readers~ attenti·on to. iIlheir 
teaching. The date of the sermon is 'Placed, approximately, .by the fact that 
Mr. Harding wa·s a't the time President of the United States, and that the 
sermon was preached lSOIIDe time sjn·ce the Baptist World's 'Cornference at Stock· 
holm. It is therefDre of comparatively re'cent date. 

'l'he title of ,the sermon, "Whlllt Bwptistts ·Stand· For," would sUl'lel,y ·lead 'US 

to .eJgpect to fI.·n·d I'll tMs ,sel"mon a tlltatement of Bapti'st f.un·damentals. To omit 
es·sentiml matters from a &el'lmon designed to show whlllt Baptlts.ts 'stand :for, one 
might .suppOIJe all w{)uld agree, would 'be inexcusaJbl,e. 

We 'have numbered the :part9 of the ser·mon printed: in bo'l'd type for <:0;0,
venien·ce of referen·ce. Aigain, we desire It to ibe understood that the numbers 
also are ours, not Mr. Marshall's. We state it again 00 aVDid all ,possibility of 
misrepresentation: ,the numbers enclosed in paren,theses do not appear in Mr. 
Marsha:ll's .sel"mon, amd we print them for the Sl8:ke of reference. 

W,hen we .read thi:IJ sermon and came UJPOn the ,question of baptism, and 
olbs·erved Mr. Mal'lshal'l'19 in·sis'tence upon Immer,sion, we tho'll'ghot ,that here at 
least we s'hould get some indication of Mr. MarshaWIS view of the d-eath of 
Ohrist; for we have ne·ver heard an~ c9Qund Baptist dis'CuStl the qUeS'tiDn of 
'ba'ptism. wltJh{)'Ut emphasizing I,ts symbolic Significance as setting forth· in 
SYlID.bol thoe death, ,burial, and rewrrection of Christ. Therefore we eXlPected 
tlJat when Mr. Marshal'l touched upon the ·ordInances of Baptism amd the Lord'. 
Supper there would ibe ·some referen·ce to the sub6t~tutlomary work of Chris.t, 
or, a.t ieast, to llh'e death of Christ; 'but m dlsCllStsi.ng rtJhe '\mode" o·f bapUSoDl 
bere is what Mr. Marshall say,s (1): 

"Thl·1J question 19 not unimportant, for 'Clearly ·the whole spiritual 
significance and ·sy;mibollsm of baptism are destroyed when s'prinklim'g Is 
8ubstit'llted for immersjon. Baptism 111 &S1Ienttal:ly a symbolic act setting 
fDrth t'he cleansing of t'he wh{)le 'being ·fro·m edt and IfJh'e dedlcatioD! of 
the Wlhole be·i.ng to God." 

There i8' not a 'Ward to SI1l~gem that .baoptl'sm ·has any relation to ,the death of 
Christ, or to His· resurrectiO'll; but, on the contrarr, "ibaoptism. is ess'entialIyo a 
symbolic act setting ·fDrth t'he cleansing Df the wholJe :being frDm evil and the 
'4ledlcatlon Df the whole 'being to God." 

Once agalm: Mr. Mars·halL sayS! that "very near to us are the Congrega
.tiDna11sts and the Quakers. But the former /have adopted infant ibaptilrm-an 
lmstltutiO'll entirely foreign to the c9lIirlt of th.e Early Church; and the ,latter 
'have aboU1I·hed ·both 'bapUsm and the Communion service." And then he add·s 
;(2) : ·~And· however jll'stIfl.8Jble Quaker 'Practice may be I'll "'hits regard, it is 
'clearly lilt variance wi·th 1Jhte pl'\Q.Ctlce of the Apostolic Church." In the name 
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of reaSlOn, ~e ask why Mr. Marslha:L1 'should lIIliPl,. t!hat the Quaker practice of 
doing away with both 'O'l"ddnan·ces may be justifia:ble? Surely no other inferenee 
is possible !but that ibhere 18 i1romethlng to !be siaid In jlll8tUicatfon of the Quaker 
posd.tf.on in resopect to ltJhe ordlnam.ces. Of course, Mr. Marshall 'POints out that 
"it Is clearLy at variance with ·the practi'ce of the AIpo&tol1c Church": 'but bis 
words imply that woo variance might 'po8BlblY' be "juiltlfiable!' 

M·r. Mal"Slhall 8P8aks of the church meetin.g "for tJhe Ibreaklng of ·bread." 
But again. there 1& absOllUJte lBilen:ce as to the eignlAcan'Ce of that ISOlemn 
ordinance. 

W~th 'what ·Mr. Marslhal~ say.s In sectl.oD one of ,hi·s ·sermOll! albout the .privi
lege of di·rect access ·to God, and the ~uaUty of a:Ll !believers !before God, all 
Bapbl.sts will be In hearty agree·ment. But even here Mr. MarEPhaLl SihOWIB the 
'bent of his mind when ,he saYIB (3): "We shoU'ld :have DIO d1111.cu:lty in find·ln'g 
a MIs·s Maudle Royden 'both a lPu~it IIllI.d, a Chur.Dh." We expressl onI'Y our 
'persO'l1al view when we say that tbe S·criptures are very -clear on ,the matter of 
'women &S! pastors of any ,sort: but this partIcular Min 'Maude Royden, we· .. · 
slhou'ld hope, woOuld n,ot .be at ,home in any Baptf.st ,chur·ch lin Can·&da, ,for sohe ·has .. ·, . 
·nlot ver.y long sinDe de·nied· both the Virgin ibh'ltlh aDld ophy:sdcal resurrection.of . 
Chri'st. Mr. MarSihaJl however, thin·Its tih·ere ·s'hou'lid be ·no di1ll.culty 1'11. finding .' 
.such a.n one !bo-th a 'Pulpit and a church in' the Baptist d·enom.jnatt'O'l1, ' '" 

We ·come noOw to the terms of chur·ell· m'embersihip &Er l'aid down 'by 1'4'1'. 
MarsbaU (4): 

"Anyone who sihow·s a s'lncere d·es·ire to ,lead a Chrisibian 'life be !he 
twelve yeaM old or fifty, may jOi'll: the Church of Obrist i&:Ild ·confess. his 
aJ.Iegia'll:De in the hIstoric way by immersion." 

BIIIPUists .n.sed to talk about a regen'erate churc'b. memiber.S!hi'p, about havinlg a 
!'I88.1 elOPerien<Je of the ·new hf.rth; but th'e con-ditiOtli of ,memlber,sh1Jp accordln.g 
to Mr. Mar,Slh8)ll-and' f·or ibeUev.ar's 'baptism, too,-Is tbat 'one Slhould ·",s·how 18. 
sin·cere desire to 'lead a Chri.s.tian life," and baoptislIn los declared to be "the mode 
by which the,- publicl·y declare their sincere desir.e to Ibe followers of the' Lord 
J1e9l19 C'hriS't.'" Do Canadia'll. Baptists rea:Hy hold any such thin'g, that a mere 
desire to .become I&: foUower of Christ is· suffici8'll:t re&son for admission to a 
Baptl&t Church? Do Bapti's'ts hoOld that Ibaoptisan is nothing more ·than an ex
pr!8IS'sion of that d'eslre? Why ,should there lbe, in thisl ·conne·ction, not a 'Word 
to 'S'UJggeet the necessity of ·tJhe. new birth, not a word to suggest .the relation. of 
(bat ·eXlPerience to the deat'h of Christ, not a word to suggest that ·the ord,inance 
of 'bap~ism ,has tMs SlPiri,tual sign.f.ficance? But ev.ery1bhln.g is s.ummed '1lIP in a 
"desire to lead a OhrIstian life." 

AgaIn (5), the lB'Pedail. advanta.ge of !baptism ii·s that ua 'Young 'p8l'son who 
is 'PIlbUcly baptized at hiS! own ·choice i.Er !boun!d to thin·k far more serious'liy of 
what IChurCh me·m'ber·ship Inv.olves iIlhan ooe who, 'having been baptized in 
infancy, -later on ·6'lm'PL1 receives th~ right 'hand of fe110wslhdp at a Communion 
service." 

Has !blllPtlsm no fuUer and ·richer mf.nistry than that? I,s iIlhe ordinance 
reserv.ed for such as may ilIe IrlP1lbUcly·'blllPtized at his· OW'll .c'b.oice," ibecause it 
Is !boun'li to have the effect of makln,g. wch BID' one utJhmk far more ,eeriousIy of 
What Churoh membeI'lSlhlp involvesr'? Nowb8'l'e, 600 far i·n the seJ'IIDO!Il, iSi ltihere 
the remotest suggestion that there is an HolY' Spirit of God by Whose .power 
BOUts dead in trell1)&9se19 and ,sdn,EP are m&de alive; no·r is there a.noythlng ill·ere 
to ngges.t that if any man .be in Ohrist he is, a new cr.eatiO'lll. Accorddng to Mr. 
'Mal'lSlhaU, the church ·is made '\l.p of -peoPl;e who desire ,to lead a Christian lIfe; 
baptism signifies the dedication of t'he willole man to God; !the epacial advan_ 
tage of ibaptlam for thos'e willo sulbmdt to it, Is that they are 'bound! to ·think far 
·more seriomrly! 

We observe fU·r1lher ,that Mr. Mlarshall does 'I1.ot ~ as tar as SIODle and say 
that it doOes not matter wlbat a man !beUeves·; lbut, 00. the contrary; he saYl!' t!bat 
What a man believe9.ilS' a vMJaJ.ly important mallte'l'. But certainly he reduces 
what 'We oug.bJt to be'lteve to a minImum: (6) -An t!bat we i11lS.tst on is !p8'l'SIODat 
loyalty ·to Jes-u:s Chrislt." Ie that alI? M·my Unitaria1llB elaim to .be loyat to 
Jesus Ohdst, and boast of their readiness to foLlow HI!m. Is ifihe sin·e qua 'I1.0IJ 
of BlIJI)ItIst faith noohiing more tban t!bL9? Mr. Mlarshall has 'been ta:lki.ng of the 
necesstity of following J8IS'IWlI w:tthout any recogndtion of tbe fact ·that SIOme 
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,people are as unaJble!to f{lll'Low Jesus ILS was Lazarus, 01' ,the young man ,of Nain. 
There is, not jn thIs s·ermon oQn "W,hat Baptists ,Stand For" an)"tMng to S/U·/SgeS't 
that loya:lty to 'Christ Inv{lIves an acoeptan'ce of HiS' lSuillSititutionary wOl'lk in 
our beha:lf, and an e:x:pe'rie~,ce of the regenerBitiDlg ,power or Ithe Holy Ghost. 

We oome n{lw to one I()tf the mo,st ·s·erioIlS statements in the wholoa 'seNIlon, 
in 'WIhich (7) Mr. MlU1roall ·say,~: 

",Some of our people are theo.I{)gi'Ca·lIly the narrowest orr 'the 'IloIlrrow, 
while others are the 'broad'est of .the !broad, but all are one i11l .personal 
'royalty a'lld' devotion to Chl"islt. We hold, for instance, t,hat the Ohrimian 
tHslC:lPle Is free to adolpt the Hebrew tradItion about the creation if It 
sati:sfie's him, or the 'teILooing on tha.t subject of mod,arate .scien,ce." . 

Severa,l ,thiDJgs ILre plai.nlly implied 1'11: !t'hf.s statement. The first f.S! that the 
BrbUcal account of cr,eati01lJ is not a dlvinely 1n.s'pired record and the last word 
on the ,SI\l!bj.ect: i,t is' Ill. "Heibl'e'w tradition.·' .surely it meaIllS that we have no 
auif:Jhoritati.ve worrd from God on t'he SlUbj.ect of crea,tion: aLl we' 'have Is' a 
"Hebrew tradItion"! 

Fourtihermore. t.hea:e word,s imply that there is a wide 'IliffereIlJoe ibetween 
this alleged: "Hebrew tradition about ·the creation" and "the teachIn.g on that 
subject of mod·em scien'oe",-but a man' may 'be a B3Iptf.st and accept either "If 
It soati.s·fies bj,m." Bwt to w·h,at ,modern s,clence 'Iloes Mr. Manl'hall .refer? Does 
'he r.efer to thwt ISclence-<f'aI.!;'eoJy .so-caLled-whIch accou·nts' f·or the created order 
on ltJhe 'princlple of evoqution? Does' he mean that a Christian d'i'sci'ple may ilIe 
a ·Bapt;.i,s.t I3lIld accept the evoluti'onary :hYlPOthes:is, an'll· Ibase his entire thinking 
on' that IPremdlSe Nlf it satisfies 'htm"? Th'e so-caHed ,modem science Which so 
wllIely differS! from Ibhe al'lege1!' "Hebrew 'traditIon of the ereau,on" involv,es 
unquestionabloy the do.ctrine of evolution. That doctrine, in the na:tur:e of the 
ClISe, denies the fact of original ·sin, and hence reoogndzes no ·nece,s,S!lty ·for a 
sU!b6'tJiotJutiona:ry sacrifice. Certainly Mr. Mal'shall's' la,titlUdinarian view {If the 
·oontent of Ba.pti:st 'beHef provides f,or t'hoe admis·slon of those who a:re theQHgj· 
cally "the broadest of the broad." 

Side !by sd'lle wi~ thilll' we quote f·rom the minutes· of the Senate of McMa!l' 
ter as! read'!by Chaneel'lor Whidden at the Conventioo, re,Eo'Pe'cting the statemem 
of Dr. Farmer as to Mr. MarslhaU's a:ttitude toward the .Scri,ptul'oSIS. The ,minutes 
st;a.te Ibhat Dr. Far,mer 68.i1l: 

"He ('Mr. MaT!lthalL) ,had the ,statemen,t of the do,ctrinal p()sit!{ln of 
the dnstimtion, an'll he gave 'his :hearty ad!he'sioDl to thooe oS'tatements. I 
pointed out in thie Sena.te that in !his depa'r,tmeDJt-of COUrEo'E! h1.!lI depart· 
men,t is not -the 01'11 Testament as 'Stated in If:ohat letter; he 1s in the 
depaTtimen,t of Practl.c.al Theology and the Arts Blh'l'E!-I statedl that hi·s 
·general view W18IlI in SY1IIl·path.y 'With ·th'e ;genera:l 'modera:te. what may be 
ca:loIed the Driver view, the .moderate cdticall. view. T'ha.t haSi to de::tl 
wd.-th datelr an'll auif!horslb.1p anod so on. I do' 'D()t know just where to draw 
the Une, 'but ·he ,told me tha.t thiS first ehapter of GeneSlLIl' Wasl on,e of the 
,proofs to him of the .Inspiration of !;Ohe Biillle and the generaoJ ihl-stO'l'icfty." 

·Our rea'llers wiH obSEM"Ve that Dr. F1a:rmer ,saY's: "He !told me that the first 
chaopter of Genesis 'Was one of the 'Proofs to 'him o·f the ins:pir8ltioo' of the Bible 
and the g·eneral hi:st()riclty"; Mr. Mal'6'hall saYlS' ,in the S'ermQI!J under review: 
"We 'hold, ,for instan'ce, that the Chrl·stian' lIiSicipLe i.s free to ,adOlpt ;the Hebrew 
traditl'On a.bo'IIt ,bhe cl'laation if .it ,satisfies him, or .the teaching on that subjeC't 
of modern science." W,hllllt are we to. do with bhese OIP'POsiD!g ·statemen·ts? Dr. 
Farmer a'Ppeal'S to have un'ller-Mood M'r. Mar,ll'hall t() say that the fil'lst ohaptel' of 
Gene&i;s was one of thie ;proof,s o,f ,the in'spiration of the Bible: Mr. Mars!ha.1l 
refers obvlousJy to the ·fiTst chapteT of Genesis as' t'he "He'brew tradition about 
the creation"; and eXipreslS6S ·the view that on's·. may 'be a true Ba·ptist and 
accept ,ll'QIlDethin·g Wlhtch j.S' entil'ely (,l'ifferent ·from ",!;Ohe Hebrew tradition about 
the 'Creation," namely ".thie teac'hing on 1:!hat s.U!bject of modern scien,ce;" Dr. 
F&r!IJleT reports Ms TecoHection of what Mr. Mars:hall .said: Mr. Mar-sha:lol's 
.pron'ted· '!!I6NIlon repre·sents 'What he actual.JY' did ·say and write. 'Ce'rtalnly the 
two ,statements do not agree. Did 'Mr. Mal'6naU lS8.y one thinlg In 'his OW!ll pu'1pit 
In· Eng-land, an'll ano·ther th·lnog When talking to the Dean in Theology of Mc· 
Ma·lI'ter Univer9ity In Ca:nada? T,hlLt Is almost inconceiva'ble. That there Is a 
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gla.rlng discrepancy between :the ,two statements every.body m1l>St a'dmit; and 
w,e shaill h,ave ,to leave It to .our ,readeT1s to find ()lilt WIho dis responsdlble .. Mean

. while, we -can onay accept rut its. face value w,hat Mr. MarS'had:! h'as said-that 
th,a Genesi.s account of cr,eaticm Is a "'Hebrew tradltlon." . 

'Once again: In the same paragrlllph Mr. MarshaY says: "He (the Chris
tian di!Scipae) is fTee to intel'lPret the Scrlpturesl by any method which oommend'3 
itself to his judgment as tTUEl---'he 'Can 'fo!Jlow tIDe so-caUed orthodox method or 
the method PU,l"8'Iled !b,y modem .scholarshitp." MT. Ma1"s,haH ,say's tihat a Baptist 
may choo.se which :he Hokeso. He Ie -careful ,to d,escrtbe 'orthodoxy as "SIO-ca:lled" 
orthodoxy, w-h·I'ch can mean nothin'g elisa than that Ihe does ,noOt regard "tlhe so
caned orthodox methodN as the WIlI.'Y of right thlnkliIllg. But whetlhe-r or no, 
he certainlY' does not regaTd its opposite, "tIDe method pursued 'by 'modern 
scholal"Shfop," as the way of wrong thIn,klng. He 1Se1ls tbJe two in oppcsitlon, 
and ,says a man may !be a Baptist and, a'Ccept eIther. !If our reader,so wJi:ll follow 
t'l!e words eInJIlhas.ized in Mr. Marshall',s seTmon w,hich we have numbered "7" 
to the end, thley wl11 ,see 'tlhat there 1-81 oot!h.lng in Mr. Marsha'Ws words. to 
suggest that 'he has any. conceptl()ID. Ibhat we ·have all' authorita·tlve and final 
revelatiJ.on of God',s ,truth in the Holy ,Scriptures. Goll· ,may reveal Him.self 
thro1lJg1b any c-balllll'8I, accordl·ng, to hi9 view. Among the things that Baptists 
starud ,for, we had been won,t to put an unw.avering beMet in. the dlivine instllr-

. ation and auth.ority of the Bible: in all this sermon Mr. Marshall does' not once 
8.·ppeal to ·the ·Scripture, except to say tJha.t in the ,matter of !ba'Pti~m we are 
following "the practi'Ce 'Of the Apostolic Chur·ch." Surely I,t is signifi~ant that 
in a sermon, on "Our BaptiSlt ·W.itness", or "What Bapti's'ts Stand For", there 
is n.ot one ,wl1tary quotation of ,Scripture, nor one direct appea:l' tc the Word 
of God. The onLy direct reference to Scripture is where Mr. Marshall refel's -toO 
Genesis as "the H9brew 'tradition, about the creation."; and Wihel'la he ,r,oays als') 
that a BapU.st "is ,free to inteTlPl'et: the S'Cdptures !by any ,method which com
mends ttsleLif to ,his judgment." Apart from thesla tWlOl a:lI1usdons, anyone ,hearin,g 
Mr. Ma1"maH's 8'e1'IIJion, 'Who had not 'learned of it ibefore, would ,n.ever know 
there 'Wu such a !book as the Bible. And tJhis t9 "What BB;PbistS ,Sta'lld For"! 
That may be SO in England,; but is it wh~ Canad~an Baptists ,stand for? 

'There ara other matters i'll Mr. MarshaU',s eerm()n which re{luire ,exami
nation, Which, though lS'OIDleWihat le9S importMlt than th()fl'e to whdch we have 
referr-ed, nevertheLe&a are too important to !be lightly !passed (}ver, as they 
indl'cava a general a:ttitude. In ,the.,begln,nlng or the lS·ermon Mr. Mars'haH refers 
to the "remarkable growth of the Baptist Church throughout the w()rld during· 
the 18.Slt few decades"; and B;t the beginn4ng ()f section five he says: "The· Bap
ti&fl 'Church is the onIy 'ooe of the older churches :bhat has Il'ever ope.reeoo,ted 
th06'e of another tlel"Suaslon." We would 'like t() enquire, What ds the Baptist 
church? There is a growing tenden.cy even. in thl!s ,cOUI1ltry to speak .of Ba·ptlst 
churches in the aggregate a9 a Denomination, an·d' to aSlSume thlllt the Conven
tiOtllS In which the repregentaUves of· ·tbJase -churches assemble, h18:ve ,some sort 
of legislative ,power. In England, that 'COnception ihas ·developed to ,such an 
extent tihaot ·Dr. ShakeB1Peare, until a lltrt:le wMle ago, ,Secretary '(}f The Baptist 
Union of Great Britain, in 'hIs 'book on "Tlh.e Church At The Cros,s-R(}ads:," actu
a'~!Jy ,prO'Po6'ed. a union of an the so-called' "Free" Churches into one -denomina
tion. N()w, in our under·standlng of the matter, that idea is as foreign to the 
-historic Baptist concelPtion of a church as a1lly:thdng. can 'Po,SI&ibl'Y Ibe. We read 
in the 'Scriptures' of .the churches of Gaiatia, of ,the ,seven churches· of As!!a. It' 
is quite correct to s,peak of BapUst chur·ohes; but what is the Ba:ptist church? 
T,he IOIbviO'l1of1 ansW!er is that ·there Is no such Ol'Iganizatlon! 

Once more: Mr. MarshaH saY'S in res'Poot to tJhe BlIlPtists of England: "In 
thdis country we are a 'COmparatively :small body, ,for we have only about 250,000 
mem-beM, oso that ,mem'ber,s and adherents tOlgeth'er will am'ount to not ,m~re 
than a million. In America, 'however, ,the Baptists a're the sltronges,t Protestant 
body. T,helr membership reaches oSIeven mllliOlll8, and 11:0 when ad'herents' are 
taken jnto aCCO'llnt, I't will 'he sa-fe to aSS'Ilme ;that tJheT'e are twenty mllUon 
people in !the States a8socilllted with Bo.ptim ChuToChes. In Canada and in the 
Coliondes 'generally the Ba'Ptists are a growin·g 'f()rce." By 'Mr. MarshB;U's own 
admission,·the Baptists hav,e n()t done ve'Ty well in England. NoT' do we won
der. While In the m:ldst of flbis article we received a letter from: a ministeT jn . 
Engla.nd in W'hirh ·he S'8.ys: 
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"I lBlhall await the loSI\I1lIe of the Convention BIt HauiUton W1f'th great 
fD.terest. Should Mr. Mal'8hall !be a:ppointed·, it will &ure),y demonstrate 
that the Convention churches are as infected as English Baptist ehurches. 
On Monday last, 26th Inst., Rev. Dougllas Brown painted. a black ,picture 
of 'open' Baptist oo!urcho&a He was addressing between 1IIfty IIUld sixty 
pastOl'8 and preachers BIt the Metropolitan Tabernacle,-telUDJg· us of hdls 
expenen:ces up and down the land. Large n·umbers of Baptist churches 
(not ·Bltnct Baptist chm'ches; for not one of .them Is ,tainted) "have shown 
''l'he ,Second Coming' out of ,the back door', as Mr. Dowglas Brown re
marked. 

"Mr.. and II :heard Rev. Ro'bertson deliver the ad'dr6S'Ses 
which you have re:ported. Mr. D. Brown said: 'I haVoe heard ·many make 
the \\"·emark, 'How I wisih Mr. Spurgeon ·could come back agaln'--b-ut', 
said ,he, 'r SlPea'k ,solemnly I could not wish him !back. Were 'he to return 
it wouJod 'break his heart.to s·ee the .Pl"esent condition of ltIhe churches!,,1 

'Ilhe tendency toward, what Is DIOW called "Mod'emism," Mr. ,Spurgeon long 
ago deSoCl'i!bed as a "down grade" movement. And the ·fact ts !that since the day 

. tIll·e Baptist Un:lon 'P8lft1ed a re90lutfon of censure upon the greatest 'Pl'eaeher 
the wor:ld 'has ever ,known ,since a'POlStolic times, It has been on the down grade. 
The writer ls' an EngHslhman; '8.lld 'those who know him, 'know ithat !he iSi un
ashamed of that ·fact. But we say deI,iberately tohat :j,f thel'e is one !place in, all 
the world ·from which BaptfSlts hawe absolutely nothing to learn a:bout how to 
get "Our Baptist Witness" before the world, that place ds England. It is an 
appalling tragedy that a man recommended by Oilie of the '1'8llkest modernists 
in Eiligland, Dr. T. Reavley Glover, who has do'ne IIIlOre to destroy the fa£t-h 
of Englis.h Baptists than any otber sIngle' living ·man-tbat one 'a:pproved and 
recommended ·by ·such an one, should' be appOinted, as Prof'essor of Practical 
Tlheology to ,train the risdng .generation of Baptist preachel'l8 In this Dominion. 

In'dlIPCussing Mr. Mar,s'hal'!'s sermon we have !been dea!ling with matteI's of 
'history. We vent-ure now Into the realm of 'Prophecy. We attended the meeting 
of the great ,SoutheTn Ba'Ptist ·ConvenUon at Memphis. We observed the 
lloubtlety of Dr. E. Y. MulUIlJs. We wrote somethilJlJg about Dr. Mullins after 
that whi-ch di'sipleased nDt a few. There al'!e few w,ho are abLe to anaI,yze 
a SlPeech as it is delivered, and to recogndze its defe'clls': 'som,e people 'have to 
thin,k a thinlg throu,goh a good whfloe before they qui,te und'el'sband it. We· were 
·not alon'e in our e,stimate of Dr. MuUins' epeeoh; ·now thousands of 'People 08.'101 
through the ,South are sayln·g just about what w·e said. Thel'e ·is s'car,cely 
a proper In ,the South in Wlhioh Dr. M·ullfIlJS Is not 'being criUclzed. We Quote 
from T,he 'Bwptf9t Messenger of Okl8.lhDma, and from·an, '&l'Uc1e by Dr. T. P. 
'Stafford, in which .he 1!'aYII': 

"i di·d not wLsh to ·enogagoe in a di,scll'ss-ion wdth Dr. ·Mull~ns. I re
tUl'ned from Memphis, with the 'P\lr·p6s·e not to do It. But W"hen it ,became 
evidellot to me ,that Dr. Mu'IUns' positions were in,consls·tent I felt ,that I 
sihould offer SlQlID.e frien-d'loy criticism of 'hilP utterances. I am an admifrer 
of Dr. MuUin,S'. 'I use hls 'books as text 'books. Very seld~m. do I differ 
f.rom 'him .... " BeclIIU·s·e of ,Ms distin,gulSlhed seTVi-ces to' our denomi
nation in many wa.ys I hesitated I'ODJg before sayIn'g a worn ;'PuibUcly d'n 
d1sagl'leement with him. At Memphls I voted wit'll: Ihim and a,galns,t Dr. 
,St88l1ey's amendment. I did' it becauoSe I !believed Dr. Mullin:s w,llen he 
sal'd that the isslUe boiled' dow·n wall' ,&imply w·here tihe statement on 
sCli!ence &hould be 'Put In the document. He deceIved me In that as I wrJI 
show. I am speakIng In kIndness. I would not use an unnecessarily 
harsh word. But I must state the case las It Is. Dr. MI1'Hln,S' ta· mlllking 
a gr.eat mIstake. He Is undoing some of the ·great good he. has, 'been 
doing. I am great-loy disaro>olnted." 

What bas .been Ilhe resuolt In the ,Southern Bapti-st 'Convention of ,t-he attem'pt 
on the part of the leaden& oflo run ·wlth the !haTe of orthodoxy, and' hun't with 
,the hounds of moderndsm? It lis driving ·that great Convention Into :something 
;that f. ver:y ·C1'098 to iban-krU'Ptcy. Ne'arlY' every fund of ·tIlle SOIuthern 'Conventlo·n 
·i. oVoerwhetmln;gly 1'111 debt; an·d a-ccDrdiDJg to the statement of their own official 
statistician, of ,t'h·e tw·enty-flve thou !!land ehurches· 'onI-y five thousand are co-

. ,-
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operating In t.he Convention Budget; and· the flve thousand ~peratlng 
churches represent onay flve ,hundred! thousand ou·t of ,three and a half million 
members. Thu.s their policy ,has had the effect of alienating four-flfth& of ,their 
chm-ch8!S, and 6lx~eventh8 of their memberoshlp. 

WIlly have we referred to this? Becau,se It ISo a'lmOSot an exact parallel to 
the sdtuation In our own Convention. To. tJhOSoe wtho !have eY'8S0 to see - and 
thousands wtlll see It before many man,bhs are iP8'St-there 1a a conspiracy In 
McMaster Unlver,lrity to defeat Baptl&t fundamentallBm at all costs. Theprnent 
Ohancellor and: theDea.ne In assoclatlon with !him, are a,moog the chief con· 
spirators. They have just acquired a new ally in this gentle,man from EJlJg'land 
whose v,lews are so utterly unblllPtistlc. 'If thie condition should con·tm.ue In 
McMa.ster Univel'6ity for, say thTee to ,flv,e Y09&l'8, f>t would Inevitably result in 
th'9 paralyll\is of our Bapt1at work. 

It is bound to affect OUT Foreign Missdon WOK. The Foreign MissIoD 
SecretJaTY !has 'been most out9poken, up and down &e COUDtry, ion .hie sympathy 
toward McMaster's 'POSItion. T-he Chairman of the Foreign MiSlSl'on Board, 
having heard t,he utterly ohereticaI speech of Mr. Marsha'LI-we IS'till believe that 
if aDd when Mr. MoorE!! thoroughly analyzes that speech and 1Lt.s it to his own 
und'ou1bted eXIPerienee 1()If' the regeneretlng !grace of God, and hi'S> own· per800nal 
passion for ,the Per.8'On. olf Chrurt and ,the 'SoOuls of men-we sun 'believe that 
w,hen Mr. Moore slhaLl haVoe done Ithl,s, !he 'W'i.'l1 -change his '"mInd; for we have 
alwaY'S thoug·hot of Mr. Moore, among the leading laymen ~ the Denomination, 
as ibelng !by all odd,s the truest in. his convictions, res'pecting the fundamentals 
of the .falth-but Mr. Moore, having !heard Mr. MM'SIhaU's 'stpeech, den·oun·ced 
onr action In o·ppos1ng him 'lIS "crdJmlnal." Not'W~·th·standln,g thilS' hars·h word, 
we have nothing In, our heart Ibut affection for Mr. Moore, and· do not doubt for 

, a moment the absolute genuineness of ;h~s Ohr1a.t1an purpose; but tJhat .he Is 
mistaken-terri'bl,y m:f'stak'en-absO'lu,tely mitS,taken, we are 'POSitive. But ,i,f he 
shoulod continue dn tha.t course and end.orse the doctrines of the new Professor, 
we 'pro'phesy that his ,connection with ·the Foreilgn Mlss,lon Board wlU tS'erve 
aibsrolutely to :para:lyzoe Its activIties. What Ihas !happened -in, >the Northern 
Baptist Convention will hap'pen here; for there are thousands o-f Baptists 'W'ho 
wtll nOot g.ive their money to 'be admdnletered !by men who assume, to use Rev . 
.John Linton',s phrase, an at.titudJe of eu", tolerance toward ·Modernlsm. We 
love Mr. ~oore; we honor him for his wOTk's' sake; aond without f!,)eliIllg. any 
resenotmen,t againSll; his' bitter words, we pray that God In ·great mercy may 
open ,his eye,s and give him the conragla openly to acknowLed,ge 'hl:s mistake, 
ere he brings the whole Foreign Mission entel'1Prf.se wihich ;b,.e -leads, under the 
wl·therl-ng blight of thl.& teaching. 

In ,the Northern BlllPtitSt Convention thin'gs Me even wors'e than in the. 
South. UnitarianitSm openly flaunts 1tsaM; and ,so-me of the tforedgn mi'SlSion· 
raies of ,the Nortoher'lll Board are wors'e th.an Unitarian's: they are positlVoely 
pagan. We warn ttJbe Denom.tnation that t'he maintenance of th.fs new Profe:ssror 
in McMaster University, or anyone else who teaches Ms view, is bound Ito lead 
to spiritual :paralysis. The Gospel Witness witH dedicate itsell afres!h toO the 
g;reat task 'of turniDl"?; en the 'Li!ght, ,and slhow,ilng the DenOtlDination wIllere ,the 
reBlPOn81billty; for this appalUng condltion Ues. As Ume and space 'Will fP9rmlt. 
we pro'Pose to. show w!ho is chiefly to be blamed ·for ,the present condition· ,of 
affa1l'6. It wUtI iIle our tlllS!k foo~ many weeks to come ·to ,produ'ce our cause, and 
to Ibrlng forth our strong re8l&On:s. 

Beliow m Mr. Marsihall'S/ I!'9rmon, folIo wed by tfu'l'ther ,comm,ent. 

WHAT BA:PTISTS STAND FOR. 
A Sermon Preached at Queen's Road' Church, Coventry, 

By the Rev. L. H. MarshtaJ:I, B.A., B.D. 
OUR BAPTIST WITNESS. 

Text: "Go ye therefore, and make d·isciples of ·all the nations, b8!ptising 
tliem in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." 

(Note the order: FlIRST 'tmake d1sc~les" THEN '!bll/Ptlze'). . 
, Baptlsts have attr'acted a good deal of a.tteD.·t!on of late on. both. ·sides of 

the Atlantic. Indl'Vidua:1' Ba'J)tlo&ts have been pla.y1ng·a ooDS'Pdcuous pal'lt in wwld 
affairs. Mr. Lloyd George ltS, a B8IPtist. Mr. W. 'G. Harding, the Prlesldent of 



14 (666) THE GOSPEL WITNESS Nov. 19, 1926 

the U. S. A., Mr. C. E. Hughes, the Ameri'can, Secretary of State, and Mr. J. J. 
Dav·i.e..!.', the AmeT!.can, Secreta.-ry ,M Labor, are a~~ Baptists. Then" too, ,t'he 
BapUst Worl'll. 'Con'gress at IStoekhoJm i,S! a,l1am'inder of the ,pel"fectly ,remar,ke.'ble 
growth of rtJhe Bu'pti"st Chur,ch throu,s,hout the world during th'e ,last ,few decades. 
In this coun.try we are a co'moparat1-vely small 'body, for we ,have ,only a,bou,t 250,· 
000 .members', ,so that mem'be'l'S and ad'heren,ts toget'h~r wiH amount to not -more 
than a ·minion. J·n America, ho,weyer, .the Baptist;s' 'are ,the strongest Protestant 
body. T,heir ,mem.ber,sh~p re'ach'2b' ,:;even millions. and so, willen adherl!'Il,ts are 
tlilken in,to a-ccount, it wHI Ibe 's'afe to as,sume that ,tihere are ,tWl!'IlJty ,mUld:on 
peopile lin 'the ,States associated with Baoptis,t ,churches. In Canad'a and .in :the 
Colon,jles general.ly the Bapti-st& are a ,grO'win'g force. Most remarkable of alii 
is the ,recent growth of the' Bapt'sts 011 ,t'he, Continent of Euro'pe. Conoti1ll&ntal 
Method:'sts and Congr'e'gaUo,naJi.st& are so few in number as ,to be negUgi'ble, 
ibu-t Continenta'L BapUs1ls' seem ,to Iba going, forward hy -leaps an'd b()u'llld,s e'ven 
in eoun:trie.s wlhere they are 8,till liable to pe'rsecution. Such 'facts illS t;hese 
sureLy invite us to conlSli'lie,r ,tJhe secret of ooUr ,SUCCe&9, for Ibehind sooh· remark· 
ablJe advan'ce tlhere must -be vital forces at work. We sl11-l1111 fin-d the secret in 
our own d~sti-nctiv,e witness', and in our opeculdar c'o'ntr;'bution to tha in,tel"!Preta· 
tion o,f the 'Christian faith. 

It is unhBlP1PHy quite a common "thd1lJs in inter·denominational Hfe to hear 
jocular remarks made, in. all good humour, at our. expense, wioth reference to Qur 
modia of baptism. But it i,S! really 'jus'!: as v\l'lgar and irreveren.t to spelrk in a 
frivol:ous me.nner about t,he immersion o'f ,believers 'as it would ,be t() oSopeak in a 
,sim.ilar ,fashion a,bout the Ordinan·ce of the Lord':s' Supper. Some of our fellow· 
OhM's'tians regard our mode of ibapti-sm as a curious' jnnovation~they 'Overllook 
,the fact <that woe have .simply returned' to the practi-ce of the earI-y Church. 
Others agaIn. 'stmlply dismiSlSl it as "a harmless eccentricity," and thus s·how 
that they 'h.a.ve faUed altogetlier to appreciate the Inwardn'l'S8 of o.ur ·pos;itlon 
and tJhe spiritual emphasis. -upon w,hieh we ,in,sist. The quesUon at issu'a betwe'en 
oUMelves and our fellow·Chrisrtians 1.9 not ,S'imply a question a's .to the Mnount 
of water to ibe used in baptism, as' to wheth-er the mod'e IShaH 'be 'by sprinkling 
or .by ilmmersion. (The first Englis'h Baptists sprinkled.,) (l) This question 
is not unimportant, for clearly the whole sp!':rltual significance and symbolism 
of 'baptlsm are destroyed when sprinkling Is substituted for Immersion. Bap. 
tlsm Is essentially a symbolic act setting forth the cleansing of the whole being 
from evil and the ded'icatlon of the whole being to God. If the pract!ce of 'bap· 
tism ,I,s to 'be preserved at all, It ·should ·be preS'erv-ed In Its ancient ·his,torie 
.for,m v:fz., the imom-ers,ion of the ",·hole ib'ody in. water, :so ·that the m'odern 
dl'SICi.ple may be 'baptized in .Pl1ecisely tlMt !slllme way as Ohri6-t Himself was 
baptized. But our ,essenti'al witnes's lies elsewhere. We h'ave reltume-d to a 
S'Plritual 'poSlitlon !tha.t is nea.re,r to that of the AJpostoHc Church tJhan· thoa lPOSition 
of any other ·Church !In Chr.1stendom. Very near rto us are the Con.gregational· 
isbs and the Quaker.!!. But the former Ihave adopted infant ibapti:sm-an in,stl· 
tution entirely for,ai.gn to ;the spirit of the Early Chur·CIh; and the la.tter !have 
aboUs,hed both baopti-sm and the Communion service, (2) and however Justifiable 
Quaker practice may be In this rej:lard, I-t is clearly at varIance with the prac· 
tIce of the Arpo,s'roli,c Cohurch-for tbe fi-r,st Chr;·stla,ns ·Sl3em invaria:bly to lhave 
been ba.ptlzed when they became Christian disciples, and to have met togethe·r 
from time to tIme for the ·breaking of bread. Behind aU the varioo forms which 
£t assumes, w·hat is the fundamental principle for whleh we stand--<t'he prin'Ciple 
eIlJs,hr!ned in, tohe symiboIilsm of our .mode of ,bapttsm? In slhort, we h01d, that 
the central and decisive th,j'ng In the 'S'Piritua} me is the indlvidua·~'.g per,sonal 
relations,hlrp to God, an'll. that a·I:l' dis'clples, 'are alike endowed with power to diea'l 
directly 'WIith .God. We are fuB .of charity fo'r all our feUow Ohri.9t.ian·s. We do 
not condemn 0.1' ipas,s judgment on tJheir practiceS', but sim.ply maintain ,that it 
Is our ri'g,ht and duty to 'be :loyal to this one fundamental pr!·nclpl'El and alII its 
implications. 

I. 

On the ,strengtJh ()if this iprinciple, for ourselveoSo we rej'ect professional 
priestcraft lin every ·shape anoci form. We hold that every dlsQlplemay be a priest 
unto himself. Our minlst.eTs a.re not priestts. We do not ,believe th·at any man
eitber :})y virtue o·t the fi,gme,nt of a,postoI.ic 'succ,~sslon or 'Of epIscopal ordina. 
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tion-can ·be endowed with priestly 'powers which ra~s·e 'him t'O a s·pir1tua-l -level
beyond tlhe reach 'Of his :feUow Ohri'stians. We maintain the 'absolute ,equality 
Qf all ,true Gh·ri'stian pooI)le 'before God-all aUk·e· can enter into d:iTect 
persona'! feBoWoship with GQd 'without the aid of e~tbJer .priest or ,sacra.ment. We 
regard min;,ster·s as ,being laymen, who, !by ,their l1tnes.s f'Or the ta;Slk a·nd their 
sense of an ·inward call, d'eddeate t.heIIl!Selves· to the wOl"k of promoting ·the 
s,plrltual we~fare 'O·f ,their lleUowmen. lin the Oh-ri-stian Ufe there is! n'O \Such 
thing s,s a monopoly of Igrace or a ,speciaUy iPI"iviqeged. daSo&-whether we are 
bishops 'Or m·lon'i\Sters, tradesmen 'Or miner.s, &hepherd& 'Or s'ailol"lS, 'honsewives 
or charwomen, SiS dMreipLas ·of Chris,t we 'a·re aI'~ cwpa:ble 'Of precieely; ·the 'same 
inter·cour·&e and direct dealing.s with God. W·e d'O not expect a 'higher standard 
of spiritualJity or moral behavioor from our ministers than from ordinary Church 
mean'be,rs·. AU alike have ts,ken the same VOWIS ito the same LDrd. T'he spiritual 
'heights It·hat .minis-ter.s -may scale 'are ,hmghts ths,t aH di'&ciple·s can B·ca-Ie. All 
Christian ;peolPle meet on a ibasts of abroLute equality befm'e God. Any di\Sci'ple 
~man or woman-w·h'O ca·n 'pres,ch, may preach. Any dlJs'C'ip'l'e--man or woman 
-may, if the Ohurch wis'hes.', preside at a communion service 'Or admin·is'ter -the 
ordinance of believer's baptiSom. Ail who are endeavouring to live in personal 
·fell'Owship 'with Go-d an'd 'Per.sonal qDyalty ,to 'C-hri.st are aUke _priests. Among-st 
such there are no different ranks or cla-sses> or :privi'lie'ges, but perfect equality. 
Any d:i's'ciple---man 'Or woman-who ,feels cal'led of Ohrist to :the m1ms'try, and· 
shows himself or herself capa'b[e 'Of exercising the ministerial office, .may enter 
the .mointstr:y. -(3) We should have n.o difficulty in finding a Miss Maude 'Royden 
both a pulpit and a Church. Grantad the inward can and manife·st fitn'eBs, 
epf.scelpal oro·ination is .superfluous. The aU·important, alI-decisive thing is 
the soul',s per.sonal rel'a:tions-hi'p to God. 

II. 
,simi'larly we 'believe that an individual can become a ,mem·ber of .the 

Ohurch Gf Christ 'Only Iby his free penronal d,acision a:n.d choice. T·he SiPrinkHng 
of water U'PO·n an un·con.scious ,babe .by a 'Priest cannot make anybody "a chtld 
of God, a member o-f Christ, and an inheritor of the Kin:g-dom of Heaven:" We 
cannot en,ter the Oh'llrch by proxy, tbou'g,h the King an'li Queen '!J.ao prepared to 
act as Gur .l)oponsol"S. We ·can enter the Ohurch 'Only w.hen we wIsh to enter -by 
t;h·e s-P'OoU'taneou6 aJid ,free dedication of 'Our lives to oCh.rf.S't. Th·ao whole thing 
hingeS' UJPOn the in-divid.u8.!l'-s attltU'd-e. That Is wby we postpone baptism -nnW 
th·e ind-i'Vi1luaJ. wi'sh:es t'O ·be baptized. We do not stand -for adult baptJism, but 
for believer's ib8.IPtlslID. (4) Anyone who shows a sincere desire to lead a 
Christian life" be he twelve years old or fifty, may join the Church of Chris1; 
and confess his allegiance In the historic way by Immersion. Baptism does not 
make people Christians_nyone who is not a disciple before the ceremony 
d0e9 n'Ot becom·e Dne by virtue of the cerem'Ony-it is si.mply the mode by 
which they publicly decl-are their sincere desire to be th·e followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We hold ,this> princi'Ple to be of vital im·portance. It is in·!lee-d an 
htstorl'c fact th.at ·nothing in .the ·hIst'Ory of the Ohurch 'ha.:s' so tended to ,lower 
the mora:l and spiritual tone of the Church asthe introduction 'Of infant baptism. 
During the 11m century and a ihallf 'Of its exiEl'tenee-as .i,1l' .the case in. Bwptist 
Ohurche,s ·to-day-no on'e could join the Ch-nllch except by vro·fess'ion of per.s'Onal 
faith dn -Chr.f.st BInd devotion to Him. C~lD6eq,uently the standard' of Ohristian 
ch.aracter was 'high. But when -P3'O'P1e began to join the Ohu·rCih iby ·bapti.sm 
in their in-fancy, a ,hi,g.b m'Oral and s,p1r.itua-l oSJtandard became impossible. Every' 
member of the Christian community 'became i'Pll'O facto a .m'emib·e·r 'of the 
ChuT-ch. Thus the difference between the Churcb and the community largely 
van16'hed, and .peQPloe 'Of ·low character 'W'el"e n-evertheleslS -reckoned in the' 
number of bwpb!·ze-d Ohris.tfans. It has 'been s,ss'erted that the Christian Ufe 
is .in·ten-Slar among Blilpttst-s than even among Congregatio-na'Llsts, ,s·j.mply ibe·cause 
in the care 'Of Bwptists ba'PtlJsm ~s deferred until yeal'S of discret!Gn' are reaehed: 
(5) -It Is clear that a young person who Is publicly baptized at his own cho·lce 
Is bound to think far more seriously of what Church membership Involves' 
than one who, haVlI'ng been baptized in . Infancy, later on simply receives the: 
right hand of fellowship at a' Communion service. Thus we cHng tenaci'Ously 
to the ApogtoHc fPrln-cl'Ple -that_no 'PrIest and no ba'P.u.smal ceremony can ma'ke 
any,body a memiber 'Of the G-hurch 'Of Christ. N'Othln.g can do that but the 



18 (588) THE GOSPEL WITNESS Nov. 19, 1925 

indlvidua.}'s ow'n personal choice and personal desire to be a true disc1.ple and 
servant of Jesus Christ. ' 

IlII. 
Our attitude on the question of -creeds is s.tm.Ply an application of the one 

essentia:l princi'Ple which un,derlies our Wlhole l'I8'l~giou.s Ufe. We ,have no defi
nitely formulated creed which ,i'8 binding either UiPOn 'mindtstel'S or ChW"eh mem
bers. We do not insist on adherence to the TihirtYofJlin.e Article,s or to the so
called Aipo,stles' or Nicene or Athanasian Creed's. We do not take up this attl
tud'e ,because we suppose <bb.at it does not matter what a man !beHeves'. We are 
air aUve as any other -section of the C'hureh of Chrrist to the fact t'hat what a 
man 'beLieves is a vi'tally £m'Portant matter. But all (6) that we Insist on I. 
personal loyalty to Jesus Chrlst-g:ra.n.ted that, eVlery'body has fu'lol Uberty, his 
ereed .is! a matter between ,hlm'self and 'God. WIe agree 'WIth TennY1son when he 
said: "It is impotSoSi!ble ,to f.m~ne that ,the klmighty wlll ask you wh'8'D you 
come 'before Him In the next Hfe What your !particular ifol'lm Of creed was." T,he 
essential ,thing is the earnest prayerful endeavour by God',s grace to ·lead a 
Christ'llike life in aU doonestlc, !business and ,soclalJ relationslhdplr. Thu·s It comes 
about Ithat in. the Baptist Churches there Is a remarkable spiritual un,lty in spite 
of a great diversity of t'houghot. (7) Some of our people are theologically the 
narrowest of the narrow, whlle.others are the 'broadest of the broad, but all are 
one In personal loyalty an' devotPon to Christ.. We hold" for instl:ance, that the 
Christian disciple Is free to ,ad-opt the Hebrew tradition about the creation If it 
satisfies him, or the teaching on that subject of modern science. He is free 
to interpret the Scriptures by any method which commends itself to h's judg· 
ment as true-he can follow the so·called orthodox method or the method pu .... 
sued by modern scholarship. We are not In any way bound by the traditions of 
the past, but are perfectly free to welcome all light and truth from whatsoever 
quarter they come, In the sure confidence that lall light Is God's light and all 
truth Is God's truth. Living in personal loyalty to Christ, we have at th~ same 
time open minds for all new truth whlich God vouchsafes to reveal to mankind 
through any channel. 

IV. 
As a result, too, of our one fuoo'amentrul'principle, we hold thallthe individual 

membel's who ,COIIllPOEre the Church a're quite -co'lD'Petent to m'anage their own 
affairs without interference ·from, outside. Unlike the kngHcan Churc'h we are 
perfectloy free to conduct our publdc wOl'lll,hlp In· an·y way whleh commends· Itself 
to our judgment and e~erien'ce as being the most ISplrftuaHy hel'pful and bene
lI.cia:I. We are perfectly free to 'Pray as we are ~ed to 'Pray, to read t-h,e 'le!rsons 
we choose .to read. To lIlav'e every ite,m Of .pu'bIlc worshJJp-every for·m of 
'Prayer, levery lesson-deftn~telY preSlCriibed and rigIdly fl:x:ed Iby law, is, i·n our 
jud'gmoent, the ,stult.fft.cation of worship and the paralysols of the spirit. We 
rej:ect in toto the Id'ea .of ,State con,trol. A 'State-con,trololed Chourch Is a:pt to 
become an external instltutllon in whf.eh· "ord,er i.s mOl'e !mpo,rtant than ,slPirit, 
fol'lID mOTe im'PQrtant than suMtanc'e, obedience of 'IlH'1'e value than .tru·th:' If 
we ~'II'h occasjona'~ly to 'IlISe a oprayer ·from the Prayer Book we al"e free to d.o 
BO. We are n.ot' in· any W1&y bound. If we were to d!ecide--a thlnrg Im.po,s,sl'ble 
to eonteDllPlat&-that an ·elaborate rlma·l'. the ~igh'ting of candIes', the burning 
of :In'cense, .proces,mon,s, and g01"geoue vestmenti wou'ld 'be helpful to us' in. our 
W'Ol'IsIb..I'P, '\VIe should !be free Ito ado.pt ,them, and' no ,outs'ide authority w().uld have 
tJhe rl,ght to intervene. 

We hold, too, that the member.s of a Church are {lompetenlt to choose their 
own IJDln~oSter an,d.that It is hurtful to the high'est intereB'bs: of the Chu·rch when 
a minister ·IIS foisted 'WIlOD It 'by a .Ms,hop or any.outsld'e au·tJhority. The relation
ship 'between minister and peo,ple Is, ISO Intimate and 80 de'licate, 'that it Is 
essential: that the 1P90pie who eons.utute a Church I8:hould naVIs the minister of 
their own choice. We stan'd for the democratic .prlnclple ·In Ohur,ch ·ti~e. Each 
tl'IIle d:l.seI'Ple ,has en equa:l tig.ht with the mln·lJ8ter .. nod ibIS' fell'low members to 
a vol'ce In Church: lJDanagement and control. 

v. 
Just as we etfoeBos, the rlg>hts of the Ind:lvid'l1811 In our own Ohu1"ches', eo we 

respect the attl·tude of .tJhOS& who think dIfferently ·from ourselves. The Ba:ptist 
Cbur,ch is the .only one of the older ChurChes that Ibas never ·pet'Secuted those of 
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another 'PlmSuasion. T,he record of the Rom&n Oatholic Church in thls l1egard 
is grIm in the extreme. The Anglican Cib.urch conde.m·ned some of our pioneers 
to .the scaffold, SIOUle it 'sentenced to the ,plolJJory an'Cl ,Slhockilllg formeS of muti
lation, hundred,s it eSent to gaol. Durin'g the Puritan Revolution, even the Con
gre·gationa1is.ts and Presbyteriall9 were inclined to be eSomewhat tyran,nical to 
Christian 'People in other camps. But whatever our faults and defects may have 
been and are, we 'have reason, to' ibe proud, that we have never 'been a ,peraecut
in·g Church. We have always respected the rights of indll.vidual judgmen,t. 
Further, lit w·a8J BaJptistos who were the fir.st to ch8lDl:pion the cause of full 
l'6llgious liberty. It is the unique distinction of the first Lo-ndon Bapti.9t Church 
that from Its "little dingy meeting-hO'llse, sOIn'ewhere in Old Lbnd,on, ,there 
flashed out, flrst In England, the absolute doctrine of religious liberty." For 

. Leonard Busher, a member of this Church, a poor ,man, labouring for his daHy 
bread, issued a 'pamphlet in which he stated that it shou'ld :be "lawfuJ. for any 
,perJ!On or pe·rsoILS, yea, Jews and PlIIPists, to write, dIs'Pu,te, ,conif,er an'd reason, 
,print and IPUblish any ·ma:tter touchiIlJg re'Hg·ion." .Bi·milarly i'n America it was 
a Baptist, Ro·ger Wmd&ms, who fir&t declared ,for f.uU religions Uberty for all. 

So in the religiouS! reae we pursrle a ,polIcy of live and ·ret 'live. We quietJ.y 
but firmly 'hold to our o·wn convictions a:s the m·ost l"easonJ8JbLe and ,sound and 
Bane and 8'pir-ltua:1 that the Christian ma:n ,can ,holld; with{)ut quarrelling with 
those who feel they need the 'help of e1a:borate ritual, IPriestly 'PO'Wers, and 
sacramentarian graces, We have a great history---<the a·ultbor of the "Pilgrim's 
P·rogresw' wa's a Ba'Ptld!lt, the ,pioneer of mO'dem mis,sions, was a Baptist-and 
we believe that God has a grea.t work: fo,r us iYet ,to accompldJSih in th·e w{)rld. 

MORE NEWS OF PROF. MARSHAL'L F'ROM ENGLAND_ 
Baptists in this country hBve admost invaria:bly ·held th'at baptism 'Was' a 

prerequisite to church membership. That, at all even,ts, is clearly the position 
taken by the pe'ople ca'1l1ed ''Reguaar Baptists". lit 1-s stipulated in the Oharter 
of McMaster Un'iversi.ty that a member of the Theological FacU'lty O'f that 
InsUtution shald be a member of a Regular Baptist Church. Nothing can be 
clearer than that It 'Was the intention of the founder of that Instituti'oIlJ that 
it should propa:gate the principles held by Regwar Baptists. 

In the discussion over the appoln<tment {)f Professor Marshalll to ,the staff 
of McMaster, ,the question of his position in relation to the ordInances has 
been raised. 'l'lb.e ·gentleman who wr{)te .to England to enquire respectdn·g Mr, • 
Mars'hald's ,posItion evidently enquired as to his 'own or his church's attitude 
respe'ctin'g baptlsm as 'a prerequlslte to church membershtp. lit was on this 
account Rev. W. M. Robertson replied that the churc:h in, Liverpool which Mr. 
Marshall. served was an o,pen membership church, and that he did nolt know 
what position was taken on. ,the subject by the cbuooh 'at Coventry. This re
ference to ,the question in Mr. Robertson's letters brought ,the matter up at 
.the S,enate meetin'~' the minutes' 'of which were read at ,the Hamilton Conven-
tion. W·e quote two paragraphs from ,t'he minutes: one B statement by 
Professor Farmer; the -othe~, by Dr. John McNeil[: 

,PROFESSOR FARMER: "May I add another word? Wdth refer
en:C6 to hls ,being a member of a certain kind of church, the Oommittee 
met Mr. Marslball, and that matter was referred to, The membe·rs of 
the CommUtee remember that Mr. Marsha'lil ·stated as hls {)wn personal 
conviction that he 'beliiev-ed in. a members'hip restricted to baptized 
,believers." 

DR. McNEILL: "I remember I referred especially to that and asked 
him especially If, finding himself here 'in. Oanada-of course we know 
many of the English churchet!l are open. membership-If In spite of the 
fact that that obtained in the Old Land, .he would be thorough-Iy in 
aecord with our poslition. He said absolutedy he wou'ld, and thaJt 'Was 
his own conviction,. 'So th'lllt sihould not be held against him." . . 

, In Professor Marshall's speech 'before ,the Con;ventIon, he himS>elf referred 
to ·this· matter ~n the fOYowlng ,terms: 
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PROFESSOR MARSHALL: "WeH now, I muBlt say a word or two 
about the's-e lettters. In the first place, 'ltlt us juSft ~ook for a moment 
81t letter number one. I noUce t-hat Mr. Robertson, sneer,s a.t ,the fact 
that I was the minister of a church ~t Princess Gat'e, Liver-pool, where 
th'e membership was open. Wehl, let me ask, why should thait 'be cast 
81& ·a SlUT on me? That church was made ·an open church in the year 
1909 by ,the free wiH of the whd.l·e church in a ·church meeting. What 
has ,that ·got ,to d·o ~i~ Mr. RO'berston? Wih8lt has th8lt got to do with 
you? Is not the indivldual Baptist church a commonwea1th with the 
right to manage :i!ts own a1fair.9? That.is ·Hberty. I was not res'ponsl'ble 
for ,it: I went Ithere in 1911. AU I. will say is this, aIIld I think I am 
right whe}1t I say :It, I did not receive into that ,church at an'y rate one 
YOUIl'g person who did not 'pass through !the waters of baptism. 

"T.hen in the second lette:r the question of open memberSlh-i-p is 
raised, and Mr. Robe·rtson ·expre'sses his' doub:ts whether ,the church 'at 
Coventry had open membership or not. r can en'lJighten him righ,t away. 
It 'had open. mam·bers·hip. That is the' aff'a.'ir of Queenfs Road; it dlOes 
not mllltter to Mr. Robertson, it does not ma..tter to you, it does not 
ma.tter to me. They decided it. They ·had the right to d'ecide whether 
they shmlll.d have open or closed memberSihip. But again, ,let me say 
.that during my minastryo in 'Coventry I dlid not receive a per:slOn tnlto t,he 
church without passin'g :through the w8lters of 'beJlever's ba·ptism. I 
have been absolute1y loyal to Baptist pr~nciples aliI the way through." 

We I!lore inlormed therefore 'by Professor MarshaJE :himself that the Prinooss 
Gate Chur,ch at Liv'erpool was 'an: open membe!l'SohJip church. We are ,told that he 
did not make -it so, but that it was made an open ·church in ,the year 1909; and he 
asks what that ha'& to do with us. We are wId ·further thatltJhe church exercised 
its right ,in ·determining its pOlicy, and :that he was not responsible for it. Of 
course, the facll remains that, knowing the -policy of the church, he accepted 
their ca'll to be·come tihell,r pastor; and agreed, w;e assume, to the practdce of 
the princi~e of open mem'bership. He says that he thinks he is right in say
in'g that he did not receive into the church one youn-g ,person who did not pass 
through the wa:ters of baptism. Dr. Farmer sadd tha..t "Mr. Marsh~l stated as 
hiis ow,n per.sonal conviction that he 'beHeved in a membe'l"s>h:ip restricted to 
baptized -beHevers." Dr. McNeiH enquired whether. Mr. Marsha.ll would ,be 
thoroughly in accord with our ,pos1·tdon, and, 8iCcording to Dr. McNeil1, he sa.1d, 
"Absooute,ly he wou1d, and th'at was his own conviction." But accordin'g to 

o hiis sta:tement re'spectin-g the Princess Gate Church at Liverpool, he· accepted 
the pastora..te of a church whos'a practice 'j,n this matter, if Dr... Farm·er and 
McNaiU righitlY und'8rstood Mr. MarSlhall, ,must have been con,trary ,to his own 
conviction. ,Mr. Marshal'l is care·ful to say that he does not think he received 
one "young" ,person who did not pass through Itbe waters of baptism. Respect
ing Coventry he 's'alIld: "It had open membership. Tha.t is th'e aff'a:1r of Queen's 
Road; it does not ma..tter to Mr. Robentson, it does not ma:tter to you, tt does 
not matter Ito me. They deei'd·ed it. They had the right to decide whether 
they should have open or closed memberliPhip." 

In ,both these instances it wou1d appear that Mr. MarshaId does nat en· 
quire whether open memb6ll'ship is scriptural 0'1" 'not,-the cl!.urch has a right 
to decide whBlt it will practise; and when it hasl been decided, Mr. Marsha}.] 
sayos, "It does not matter to me;" He accePlttld the pastorate of a church 
Wlhose practice, accordJiDig to the Sltatments of Dr. Farm'81" an,d Dr. McNeill, 
was contrary to his o~n conviction. 

Respecting Coventry, he says: "During my IDlinoistry in Covemry I did not 
receive a ,person. into the church without paBfiln'g through the wa:ters of :be· 
llever's 'ba:ptJism. I hav'e 'been absolJutely loyoo to Baptist pIinciples a.'H the 
way througih." The fact remains, of course, tha:t the church was an open 
membershLp church: whether they joined in Mr. Marshlllll's time or ·not, there 
were people in the member.ship at the chur.ch who had ne·ver ·been ba:ptized 4n 
the scriptural way,-but according to Mr. MarshaU, "That is the affa~ of 
Queen's Road; it does not matter to Mr. Robertson, .it does n'ot mwtter to you, 
it does not matter to me. They dec.1ded U. They had the right to decide 
Wlhether they would have open or closed membership"-not a word about the 
teachln.g of Scri,pture on the subject. Mr. Ma1'8h'8ll1 does not seem Ito· recog-



Nov. 19, 1926 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (671) 19 

nize ·there is a Book that BaptiSlts generally have '8IIlpposed had. something 
to say on these matters! A Baptist church is a ·law unto itself, even in respect 
to the ordinances; and, apparenJtly, i,t is nobody's busdn·ess what the church 
decides to do. Of course, every church is free to decide these matters;' but, 
having decided them, ·U may still be a questliion in the minds. of B'ODie as to 
whether such a church or suob. a mindster is in acoord with the princioples 
which BaptiSlts have believed are taught in the New Testament. 

But ,lit as occurred: to us that it might :be interesting to our re'aders to 
hear a voice from En~land on this subject. Of course, .it is gene·rally known 
that many, and perhaps the majori,ty, of churches, caliled ~'Baptist" 1111 Eng·liand 
practise open m·em,oorship. But we 'have geDJerally supposed that such prac
tice was adopted as a matter of expediency, and as a concession to the desire 
of those who did not wiSih to 'be dmmersed. But we have m'et wloth one English 
BaptiSit who itakes much stron·ger ground on; this question than that at ts 
merely a matter of expedieDICY. Let us hear him: 

"To regard ;bwptlsm as e·ssentia·~ to salvation or even -to moemlbership 
in the Ohristia.n ChlR"·ch Is to 8iBcribe to the 'bapUsmalo rite a ·crucial 
li:mtpOrt;a.nce for whioh there is! no warran·t iii. the New Testament, or in 
any tru;l~ SiPirltual interpretation of the 'Gosllel, or in common lSIen'96." 

Here, then, i'lll an En,gUsh Baptist who proclatms :the pr.incip~e of open mem
bership to be his. own '!personal convactlon: in the mo·st elDlPhoatic way poSoS1ble 
hoe teache·s th8lt baoptis'llli sih01l'ld n.ot 'be m·ade a conditio·n of church ,mem,ber
ahiip; and ·he ,sayoS ,tihoat ,tOr so regarg it "Is, to ascribe to the /baptismal rite a 
cruciai .j·mportance"--=Let !\lS' hear him .car,eful·ly, .w·eigh every word-"fo!" which 
there is rio warrant in the New Testament"-thIs surely Is II'tron'g ilanguage,
"OR IN ANY TRULY SPIRITUAL INTERPR·ETATION OF THE GOS·PEL"
and 'lest :be SihouQ·d have· left one. i,nch of g,round !for one who believes. ,that 
immersion .Slho!\lld be made a term of membership to s·tan·d on, he adds, 
"OR IN COMMON SENSE." . 

Th~ worLd-renowned Dr. Har~ Emerson Fo·sd-ick demand·ed u a condition 
of his acceptan,c61 of the pastorate of Park Avenue Church, New York, the 
ado.ption or what ,he called a poliey of "dne·1usdve" memlberoShlp. In the matter 
of the ord1ina·nce's this writer ta:kes a similar rpos,ition. Let llIS' hear ;h:Im again: 

"To regard baptism as essential to salvation or even to mem
bership in the Christian Church is to ascribe to the baptismal rite 
a crucial importance for which there is no warrant in the New 
Testament, or in any truly spiritl1al interpretati,on of the Gospel, 
or in common sense." 
it wHl 'be observed that our 'author teUs us, in· eff·ect, that 'there Is no war

rant, leither in revela.tion or In Huon, for the !practice of restricting .the mem
'berSlhl:p o!f t!he chu.rch to .baptlzed perso·ns-a ;pra'ctice ·which ih8lS' Ibeen fO'Mowed 
almos·t Invariably /b.y Ol1r Canad!ioan BlI!ptI.st chur:ciheS!. Our English' author teU. 
us that 'W'6 have neither the New Testament, nor an,y tr.u[y Slpl:riltua:l intel'lPl"8ta
tion or thie gospel, nor even· COllIlJIllon 'Slen·se, to support our 'long-esta:blrtslhed 
practice. This is a very severe indictment. What a pity we hoave not witth. -us 
some o·f t:be f.a.llherso of the faith, Uke Fy·fe and others, who fought these battles 
long ago! We wondel" what t·hey would say were theY' told to their faces that 
the IPrlneliples upon whdeh they insisted, 'showed them to /be destitute of a 
knowledge of the New Testament, or even of com·mon oSensa'? 

,. We aTe anXii'OOs that aU our rreader.s should rea:Hoy underrstand llMs g.reat, 
~ llr.inclple set forth by an Englisih Baptl;st, andll!mong those Wlho read there may 

ilIe lSO·me whose eyesig!h.t is a Uttle dIm, or their glasses' may be out of order, 
·therefore that none may miss Ithe import of these striking word·s· we print it 
once agaln--and .thdJll' time In stl[Ol laTger ty.pe: 

. ' 
"TO REGARD BAPTIS1M AS ESSENTIAL TO SALVA

tION OR EVEN -TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH IS TO ASCRIBE TO THE BAPTISMAL RITE A 
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CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE FOR WHICH THERE IS NO 
WARRANT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, OR IN ANY 
TRULY SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION OF THE GOS
PLE, OR IN COMMON SENSE." 

Bnt 'some of our e:x:ceedlngly charltaJble :brethren wHl be df.s.posed to say 

::'~h:~e r:~nl:I'SOf t:a:n~w~:n~o~~e~~~P=:::I:n:!:W~n:~~~ ~~ 
tis tIP. Perh8lPs IIKlme will say we do an 1nj,utice to Engl1&h Baptists In quot1n;g 
,these words, and thBJt there ca'nnot !be very many Baptists iln EngLand boldlng 
these views. Our answer Is pe~ect1y plain. Let us whlSlPElr: we have learned 
th8lt there ,is at ,least one 'lesls BaptiSlt in England holdln;g, thesll views than 
,th'ere W8IIP a few months ago, for the rea.son thlllt the author of t'heB!e striking 
word:s Is now Profes,sor of PractIcal T,heology at McMaster Unlv&l'sity-and 
Ms name is the Rev. L. H. Mal'l!lhaoll, B.A., B.D. 

The wordsi we have quoted are take'n from an ar.UcLe having .the ,followilng 
heading:. "Baptists! and Church Membershl~"; and it appears In The Bapti&t 
Times and Freeman (Land,on, Eng.) of October 31st, 1924. 

DEAN J. H. FARMER, DR. JOHN MACNEILL 
AND 

PROFESSOR L. H. MARSHALL,.ON OPEN MEMBERSHIP. 

Dean J. H. Farmer. 
From the ,minutes of the Senate of 

McMaster Unlver,slty. a's read to tbe 
C.onven,tion 81t Hamilton by Ch8iDCeLlor 
Whidden: 

"May I add another word? 
With reference to his being a 
member of a certain kind of 
church, the Committee met Mr. 
Marshall, and that matter was re
ferred to. The members of the 
Committee remember that MR. 
MARSHALL STATED AS HIS 
OWN PERSONAL CONVIC
TION THAT HE BELIEVED 
IN A MEMBERSHIP RE
STRICTED TO BAPTIZED 
BELIEVERS." 

Dr. John McNeill.· 
From the md'nutes of the Senate of 

McMaster University, as read to the 
'Convention at HamIlton !by Ohance'llor 
Whidden: 

"I remember I referred especi
ally to that and asked him espe
cially if, finding himself here in 
Canada - of cours·e we know 
many of the English churches are 
open membership-if in spite of 
the fact that that obtained in the 
Old Land, he would be thorough
ly in accord with our position. 
HE SAID absolutely he would, 
and THAT WAS HIS OWN 
CONVICTION. So that should 
not 'be held against him.'" 

Professor Marshall in His Speech Before the Convention. 
"Well now, I must say a word or two about these letters. In 

. the first place. let us lust look for a moment at letter number one. 
I notice that Mr. Robertson sneers at the fact that I WAS THE 
MINISTER OF A CHURCH AT PRINCESS GATE, LIVER
POOL. WHERE THE MEMBERSHIP WAS OPEN. WELL, 
LET ME ASK, WHY SHOULD THAT BE CAST AS A SLUR 
ON ME? That church was made an open church in the year 
1909 by the free will of the whole church in a church meeting. 
What has that got to do with Mr. Robertson? What has that got 
to do with you? Is not the individual Baptist church a ,common
wealth with the right to manage its own affairs? That is liberty. 
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I "vVAS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR IT. I WENT THERE IN 
1911. All I will say is this, and I think I am right when I say it, 
I did not receive into that church at any rate one young person 
who did not pass through the waters of baptism. 

"Then in the second letter the question of open membership 
is raised, and Mr. Robertson expresses his doubts whether the 
church at Coventry had open member-ship or not. I can enlighten 
him right away. IT HAD OPEN MEMBERSHIP. THAT IS 
THE AFFAIR OF QUEEN'S ROAD: IT DOES NOT MAT-. 
TER TO ·MR. ROBERTSON. IT' DOES NOT MATTER TO 
YOU, IT DOES NOT MATTER TO ME. They decided it. 
They had the right to decide whether they should have open .or 
clos'ed members'hip. But again let me say that during my mm
istry in Coventry I did not receive a person into the church with
out passing through the waters of believer's baptism. I have been 
absolute'~y loyal to Baptist principles all the way through." 

. . 
Professor Marshall in an Article in The Baptist Time$ and Freeman, 

of London. 
"TO REGARD BAPTISM AS ESSENTIAL to salvation 

OR EVEN TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH IS TO ASCRIBE TO THE BAPTISMAL RITE.A 
CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE FOR WHICH THERE IS NO 
WARRANT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, OR IN'ANY 
TRULY SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION OF THE GOS
PEL, OR IN COMMON SENSE." 

IS. THIS A VIOLATION OF TRUST? 
In the Dead ·o·f Gift of f.ihe land upon Wh-ich M·cMaslf.er University ,stands 

to-d.ay 'the Ia,te ·Senator McMas,ter ha'll It ·clearly 'Set out :tha,t ,the tPl"operty wa;s 
held in trust ·for the educoa,.t!on and trainb:ig of stude:n,ts inlten'llln'g to 'be engaged 
in pastoral, evan-gel'i'eal, or other mi,Sfaionary woO·r:k, 

"In connection with the Regou'lar Baptist Denom·ination whereby is 
in,tended Regular Baptist ·Churc'hes holding im,merston in. the na·me of 
the F,atJher, .Son and Ho'ly Gho'st, tbe only GoSIPeI baptlSlJll., and that 
par:f.i.es S'O !baptized are alone entitled to COlIIlJm.unIon at the Lord'si Table· ... 

. There tS a Slbi'pulat!oll a'Lso in, .the Ch'ar:teT' of the Unlver·slty to this' effect: 
"No ·per,s·on· ,shall Ibe eHgl'b'le for tb'a .position. {l·f princilpaJ., ,prO'feSlsor, 

ifmto·r, or master in the Faculty of TheO'logy who iJs' not a member in good 
standing of a Regu.Jar BapUSIf. Churoh;" 

T.he 'latest wppoin,tee to tlhe Facu-tty of Theology of McMaster Unive·rs:lty 
saY'B': 

"TO REGARD BAPTISM AS ESSENTIAL to salvation 
OR EVEN TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH IS TO ASCRIBE TO THE BAPTISMAL RITE A 
CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE FOR WHICH THERE IS NO 
WARRANT IN THE .NE"vV TESTAMENT, OR IN ANY 
TRULY SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION OF THE GOS
PEL, OR IN COMMON SENSE." 

WHAT I'S THE INEVITABLE CONCLUSION? 
That the Gove·rno·r.s of McM'8JSter Unlver,slty in their 'lateSlf. atJlPOintment 

have been guiLty of an uniblu,s'hln'g betrayal of the trust of the Denomlnatl'OIl 
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an·d an inexcuBa.'ble viDlati{)n of the ·lPrinciple of the Trust Deed ilf ,the Univer
sity; or, {)therwlJs'e, the new Professoi' of Practica:l T,heology> ·ha-s utterly 
deceived th~. If:tlhe ProfeSISOr is to Iblame, he oUlght ,to. 'be d~SIIlli;a.ged; 'if ,tlhe 
Govern,ors are to blame, they ought in common hon09ty. ·either 11:0 resign or to 
hand back the prope~ty they ·are charged til administer til tbe legllli heirs of 
the 1:ate Senator McMaster. 

Don't Forget, That in His Speech at the Convention, Dr_ J. H. Farmer 
. . , said: 

"I have been trying honestly to work on the basis of 
the charter, and when this thing was in its crisis in July. 
and I had to make up my mind as to my action, I faced the 

, thing then, before God and in my own room, and I said to 
myself: As an honest man and as a Baptist Christian man, 
I cannot turn down a man like that whose spirit is so fine 
and who so exults in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And I took my stand, and I am going to stand by it." 

A GREAT GOSPEL WITNESS ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Elsewher·e .in tlhis issu,e we ,print an advenbLsemen,t, {)ffering The Gos!peJ 
WJ.tneBIS for one year beginning with ,th·e firoSlt 1;S1S'Ile of January ,for $1.00. This 
is actual,ly below coSil: &0 far alii Canada'is ·concerned; :but we want 'R larg'ely 
in'creased .cirC'\lLatiDn-and ,are determined to :hav,e it. We IIIsk all our friend.s 
to. as.sist us. Before las't ·Chri.stmas we offered to !Send T'he Wdtn'e&s for three 
months for 25c, and on ,that account rece'ived in a few W1eeklS' two thousand new 
wbscr~bers'. We now off·ei' t'he s'ame ,rate fili' a. W'hl().l:e year; and we ,suggest 
to our many f,rlend,s a,a over the Continent, and to those l'ivin'g in England and 
,fo-reign countrlas H ,thJJs ilIh{)uld reach them 1n time, -tohat they send T,he Go&nel 
Witness as a ChriSitm.a.& 'Present :to their ofr.iends. Make an li-nvestm.eIllt for the 
Lord on this ,matter; and if there are those who can hel'p in OUIT GOSiPel 
Witne&lil Fund, we earnestly solicit their co-.operation, to the eXitent even of 
thousands of dollars. .: 

TWO WEEKLY EDITIONS OF THE WITNESS. 
Beginn.ng with tJh,e fi1'l&t issue ().f Jan'Ua·ry, a lS·pecial .A.meri'can edition wm 

be published each week, printed in the Uiliited, States. For :this pUl"pGSe we 
shall have a publishirug omce in Clevedand, Ohio. Part of the ,time the two 
editions will .be identica.l; but in OUi' ba'tM.e for the Book, illl Caruada we have had 
to keep in mind 'that The G08peJ Witne88 goes to tbousands of people who 
know nothing about our local aff,air·s~ Therefore, we thave not been able to give 
a'H the s.pace w'e have desired to give to Canadian Bwptil&t, affams. From the 
fir:st of January we is'ha~1 ·have a douible-barre'l gun,-oD'e to fire 'in the United 
States, and one to fire in Canada. That wUl enaJble us to devote the Canadian 
ewtio.n to CanadJian affail'lSl. The presen.t siotuat.on, resl\l:Lting fr{)m ,the Con
vention's undoubte'd .misunderstanding of ,the true ,facts of the cILse, requires 
th'at we :should give ,special atten'tiolll to Canadian Baptis.t affaiT's. We Slhall 
now have our entire ediltoriwl. space for the whole year .to use as a powerful 
searchlioght til lbrin'g to l.,ght t·he hidden th'ings of darkness. 

We eXipe'ct to 1S'&e our m,rculation thiso year trebled o.r' qu·adrupled; a'lready 
it is growing ,by leaps and !bounds. iHitherto The G08peJ Witne88 has ·been 
sOlIletJhi'rug ol1ke General li'ren·ch'ls "·ciln:teIIllptible little armY"',-face to"face with 
a lpowerf,ul ,organ,ization, and W'i!th on!1y l'ittle ammun·ition. We ·hav·e just 
arranged for II:he organization of a Munitiilns' Depa·rtment whIch will provide 
us with a liberal :sup,ply of ,high explo,siv6S. We d{) not say this in any 'light 
WILY lilt alol; we were never more serious" and neve'r m,ore detel"min,ed to fight 
the moderJl!ist element in McMaster UIlIivers,1-ty ,than we are IlIOW. We solIcit 
the hel'll of aU our cf'Tiend's and the prayeroS of all our readeroS. From ltib.e fiNt of 
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January our Witness family will ,be 81ble to th·ink of'another ewition g,o-ing out 
weekly ,from a pu'blJis'hin,g hou.se jn .the United States" which we are co·nfl-den,t 
wiU .reach thou.sand·s of 'pe·ople. Of 'counse, every ma'tter which relates to' our 
Canadlian affairs w'hich 1:S olf geonel'al interest, and !ha.-s to ,do with the war on 
M·oderniSlIll in g,en·eral, we shaH s'hare with our Ameri!lan ,read eM'. We !believe 
it i·s ,i'IDIportant that 'lIS man~r Ba;pUsts a;s 'poslsfule s'houid "be dn,formed Df ;the facts. 

Begin to-day to .pour in your lS.ubscriptions. We ,print Ibel'OlW' for the enoour
agemen,t of our Witness famHy a 16!tJter just recedve-d, which i'l!o but a sample 
of ot'he'rs, ·and w,ill speak for itself: 

"T. T .. Shields, Esq., 
'Jal'Vois ,St. Bapti:&t Ohur·ch, 

Toro~to. 

"Dea.r Brother Shielidls: 

Ontario, 
November 10th, 1926. 

",After read·ing The Canaaian Baptist and your GospeZ Witness, I 
have decid'ed to ,&end you a 'cheque !for $26.00 to enable ·som-e to receive 
2'he GospeZ Witness who ot'herwise mi~t not receivE. same. 

"Might aLso Bay tJhat t;he write'r 'is of the sam'e o,pinion. as· some who 
were at the Convention and heard Mr. Ma1"Sihall and w.e.re 1ihere unibiased 
and .t~()ught that h'e mi!SSed the Otplportunity of his llife in n·ot giving hdo9 
personal eXiperience a,r a.ccepting Chri&t as 'his persona:l Saviour, as, well 
a.s hils ·call to the ministry; an'll Ms· ,coIlfid'en·ce in thoe Bible· from CDver 
Ito cover WS' the Ins.pired Word of God, an wlhtClh' casle he would have 
accomplIshed' ·more. Severail Baptist members. ·have expressed them
il\Ielves that they will IlOt SoU'pport McMaster as ·Long as Mr. Ma.r,sihall 
remains in the Institution. 

(Signed)--'-------------

A frien·d or M,C'M,a;ster Uwvemity and of 
The GospeZ Witness." 

THE McMASTER MONTHLY. 

Only very rarely ar;e we p1"i:vileged to lS'ee thI·s very exce'Hent ;periodical; 
but literwlly last week "our aDtBll1!tion was called" tD the first 'al"ticJe in this 
magazine entitled, "An Un,fortunate Nec6Ssity." SDmeone who- 'brought this 
to our attention se·emed ,to think ItJhat a new gun, was speaking from McMaster 
HeiIgoh1is; ,but on inves'tiga:tion it It-urned out to· ibe only a little BlI!Ptist boy who 
was setting off some fire-crackers which be 'had ob1la.ined from a Presbyterian 
store. "Lay on, Ma'c"-nab! 

REVIVAL SERVICES' AT OSSINGTON AVENUE AND MT. PLEASANT 
ROAD CHURCHES. 

Rev. C. E. Neighbour, Evangelist, and Mr. R. E. Neighbour, Jr., ViOlinist, 
sons of Re'V. Dr. R. E Neigbbour, Df C1lIiocllJgo, are now 'holding special se·rvices 
in Ossington Avenue B~pUSot Church, and wiLl com-mence Slpe'cial services, in 
Mount PDeasant Road Baptist Church, on Tuesday Decem-be·r 1st, continuing 
for two weeks 

Rev. C. E. NeIghbour is a' very stron·g .preacher of the Word. Lt is cIaimed 
thwt he is as great a preacher a.s his ·fa;ther, -and, like his father, he iSI a;bso
lutely true to the great ,fundamental truths of the gospel. Mr. R. E. Neighbour 
has few equals as a violinist. He has studied under the greatest masters, and 
is conse'crating his gr.eat musical ability to. the work of !the Lord. 

We would recommend our readers to endeavour to hear the·se two sons 
of a goreat father, and thus help on ;the work in our sdster chul"c'h-es. 
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1 YEAR'S 
S. 5. STUDIES IN LIFE OF CHRIST 
EVAINGELISTIC SERMONS 
NEWS OF RELIGIOUS WAR 
FUNDAMENTALISM vs. MODERNISM 
VIGOROUS EDITORIALS In Defense of 
FAITH ONCE FOR ALII. DELIVERED 

All for ONE DOLLAR 

edited by Dr. T. T. Shields, Pastor Jarvis St. Church, Toronto, 
Canada, published weekly, contains all the above. 

Notih,jng in Modern Times surpasses the miracu'lolls tr·ansformat.ion of 
Dr. Shie·lds' church from a formal, ari'stocrati'c, C'hurch into one of the 
great'est centres of Evangelism on thJs contin'ent, where conve·rs·ions 
occur 'at every s'ervice; or the growth of the Hible School, ·in three' years, 
from le·ss than 400 to the greatest School in Canada. 11his revolution 
took place· in the 'el·eventh year of Dr. Shiellds' pastorate, and! the great 
revivaL whi·ch foUowed the withdrawal of J41 member·s has in four yea'l".s 
added more than 1,500 to the church, and! tbe re\'iva'l st·jJ·1 continues. 

Next-best to Hving in the spiritual tropics of th.is· great churC'h is to 
r·ead the s'ermons' (stenographically rel!0rted) through wh~ch scores' a~c 
converted and whtclh appear we,ekly 111 "The Gospel Wltness." Th~s 
Paper, less .than four years old, now circulates all over the world a·nd is 
al·readry being I'e·ad by mor·e than 1,000 preachers weekly. 

Beginning in ]'anua'ry, "The Witness" wiH conta.in a we'ekly expos~tion 
in the Whole 'Bible Course of the Baptist Bible Union by Dr. Sh~elds, 
and which will cov·er t'he Life of Christ in one year. 

Regular subscription to "The Gospel Witness" is $2.00 per year. To 
introduce th.e "W·itneaa" ,to new 'read'ers, it is now offered witlh above 
specia'l' f.eatur·es from January I to December 31, 1926 for One Dollar. 

AIL 5u:bscrapt,ions at thi,s rate must be' received by December 20th at 
The Gospel Witness Oftice (p'lease ma·rk en'Ve-lop·e "Special Off'er"), 130 
Gerrard St. E., Toronto, Canad·a. Mail this· wi,th orde'l". If 1l1on'ey i·s 
sent by cheque, 25 cents mus't be added for exchange. Posta~ rates 
compel us to clrarge $1.50 for thi,s sp'edal offer in Toronto. Send you'r 
order at once. 

- - - - - - - ORDER BLANK - - - - - - -
"The Gospel Witness," 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto, 2, Oanada. 

Please send "The Gospel W~II" to the unde~signed for one year beginnit.g with 
the first issue in Janua·ry, 1926, for which find enclosed one doJ.la·r, as per your special 
offer: 

NAoME (Rev., Mr., Mr8., Mis&) ................... : ..................................... . 

ADDRESS ............................................................................• 

N.B.-No subscription can be accepted for 1_ than tbe' year at the special dollar rate. 


