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"CREEPING IN UNA WARES" 
Impressions of the Convention. 

In wartime it sometimes happens that regular meals cannot 'be served,. We 
are SONY to have ,to withh'Old from OUll' readers this week the weekly portion. 
We have -been; and 84'e stil1, lilt war; and for this week our space must be oe
cupIed 'W'ith war news. We pu-bUsh elseWlh'ere in this issue an address on, 
"Religtlous Education", deUve!l'ed before the Baptist Convention of Ontario and 
Quebec, in Hamilton, 'by the new Professor of McMaster UniversitY, Mr. Marshall. 
That address Was published in a special edition of The Witness October lUst, and 
dofstri,buted at the Convention; lbut ~s reprinted here in order that our readers 
may have an opportundty to study.ft. We do not publish -it as a witness to the 
gospel, but only as affording US an opportunity of witnessing against the teach· 
1ng of this add,ress. The editorIal notes wihich if,oUow"the add.ress were also 
pl1nted. in the special ed1tion; and. we see no reason to change a word of n. 

We shan proba'bly publish a fuller report of t'b,e Convention later, but we 
write here some impressions of' that great meetin,g.· It is impossible for .\IS to 
discUSS in detail .the g.reat debate on the Governors' report, which occupied 
the Convention 1lr'Om two o'clock until practically midnight, with an 
a'CI-j()IU'rnment of only an ihour and a ha.-lf for ,tea. We made our 
protest againilt 'Mr. Marshall's wp,poontment ,to ·the Convention first 
through The Gospel Witness, and. then on the floor of the Con
ventt'On. We proposed. an amend,ment to the 'repol't in the form of a resolution. 
giving the Convention opportunity to declare its approval, or o1iherwise, of OUi" 
protest. The first form dn which th:is resoluti()n 'Was su,bmdtted was said to be 
out of o.rder; Jater in ,the discussion, sligbtly altered, 1-t was accepted as an 
amendment to the report. 

An amend.ment to the amendment was submitted late at night, endOll"S1ng the 
Board of Governors action -in appoin,tlng M,l". M84'shaU. This resolution carried. 
We d() ·n()t :beliieve that it indicated that the Convention, as a whole, is sympathetic 
towaTds Moderni6m; it may rather indIcate (a. vote on an amendment usually 
does) an unwillingness to vote for ·the amendment which we had. o-urselves pro
!posed,.to vacate our pOlSitlon on the B.oard of Governors. We ·have a large number of 
ministers, tlrlllined in .MdMaster, who put -loyalty to that Institution 'before every 
othei" coasideration. oIt has been drilled into them that their first duty is to 'be 
loyal to MaM8.ster. We should. not Uke to aecuse these brethren of being mo
dernists: dt is the wea:kness of the system that so many of the st1:ldents seem 
never ,to outgrow the freshman's obseq'Uious attitude toward the supposed pro
fessor.ia.l inearnatdons of wdsdom. Theae men appa.ren-t1y iha"!'e no independent 
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judgment, but a;re prepared to accept anythIng thei'1' professors recommend. It 
.is refreshing, Ibowever, to observe that there are not a few outstandmg ex
ceptions; and these are men W'ho think and act mndependently .. 

We have made OUT protest; and ·the reapon-sib1l1ty now rests with the 
Conven.tion. It <is our convdct10n that the Convenbton has a.rrived at a place not 
greatly d·lfferent frOllD. that of the MethodJist body when they voted approval of • 
Professor George Jackson. In apP'l"ovln.g the Boar·d's action in appoIn-ting :Mr. 
Marshall, tihe ·Convention has welcome1i to its 'bosom a tYl(le of Mellarnlsm' 
wh·lcfh can only issue In splrdtual paralysis. 

There were many Ibdgh mom·ents 1n the Conven,tion, and not a few herodc 
spirits who dared the anger of iMdMaster, and probalbly challenged its ven
geance by their heroic !'Itand. 

Strong Speeches. 
The Rev. John Linton .made a magnificent speech in secondln·g one motion. 

It was ·ex-ceedingly Blb~e and In fi·ne .sopirlt. The same wa.s true of Rev. A. P. 
Wils'on, of whos·e words Mr. S. J. Moore vain'ly tried to make capital. Pastor 
Ja·mes McGinlay, of Alton, and a studen·t of McMaster, made a fine contribution 
to the debate. He dlplomoaticaUy put the Ohaneellor and Dean·s on their ilonor 
not to aHow hiJ8 elDPressi-on of 'hIs convictions to affect ·hiS' standing at emm
in-ation time. O-ne of the 'hopeful features Oof th'e ·present situation 19 the large 
number of .pBlstors who are ri'sln.g up In protest against the attempts at intimi
dation so Invariably aSl90cia-ted with the operation of the Moderniilt machine. 

Mr. Albert Matthews. 
The attitude of some men was extremely disappointing. We have alway'S 

had: a Mgh I'egard for 1Mir. Albert 'Matthews. We have, dn fact, loved 'him lIS 

we have -loved few men; but beyond doubt his spee'ch was the most stupid of all 
the utterances of the IConvention. We IbeLieve him to be a most am1a:ble gentle
mall. of good inten·tions, but when he sa'id that the "sinister-" influence which 
bad 'baloked the University at every tUTn fo,r years was so-JJ!lebody's desire to 
ibuild a college on JarViis Street, ihe talked sheer non-sense, and upon sober re
flecUon we cannot bllt beIleve he wUl come to spe It. We did ma:ke a proposal 
a few weeks ago to. ·found such an institution. That was the effect of certain 
other "slnlister" in.fluences wh-lch seemed a;t the tl-me of the announcement, and 
still seem. to make such an institution a necessity. !Mir. Matthews' speech made 
DO co-ntri·bu-tion to tbe debate, on one side or the other. We do not -believe a 
dozen people would take Ms speeCh serioualy. 

Mr. S. J. Moore.· 
Another di-sappoln1tment of tihe Convention was M·r. S. J. Moore. We have 

always had a very high regard for Mr. !Moore, and 'belleved Mm to 'be a hIgh. 
type of Christian gen·tIeman. :DurIng the last sixteen years .MT. il!Iooll'e has 
several times cal·led groups of men together with. a v-iew to promoting a spirdt
ual revival; &nd we believe iMr. Moore mncerely des·ires and prays that such 
a reviv;a.:l wiU eome, bu·t he 'is o.bvlously un·willing to pay the IInce. We have 
seen him I·n many crises. but ihave never seen him take a heroic stand yet. 
His speech on Wednesday evening ihad much of bitterness ·in dt; ·but its most 
~ring defect was its attempt to read into the remaT'ks of Rev. A. P. Wilson, 
sometlbing he never said. !Mr. Wdlson had spoken a:bout forty pastors being 
pledged to fight against thhl thing, Iby which he meant Mode·rnism. Mr. iMoere 
made sevel'al attempts to put Into 'his mouth that he had salid ·that forty pastors 
had pledged to vote In a given direction. IEven af~er MiT. Wilson had objected, 
a·nd II.: stenog\l'laphic report had been read, and Mr. Moo.re's contention disproved 
he still said that W'hile Mr. WUson had not said they were :pledged to Tote ther~ 
was lUtle difference. We do not know whether Mr. Moore was going to. att~m'Pt t8 
prove that there was an organized .body WIltMn tbe Convention or not -there 
III!! such an organdzatlo'n ·In the form of the McMaster Alu'mni ABso'clation:, which 
seldom fails to show its band; but on our Siae of the question, ,in Ontario &nd. 
Quebec we have no SUM organization. As fOor Ourselves: we hOO :beell. busy, and 
hOO been able to attend only one evening sessdon o.f the Convention; and ni>t 
uutil Wedneri.ay at noon did we meet wUh any of the breth.ren, when abollt forty 
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had 'lunch roge1lher. And so far as that forty were concerned, :we l/I4"e ,positive 
no 'body of ·men could be more (}pen-minded, nor freer of unworthy motives, 
,than they appeared t'O :be. We feel sure that Mr. Moore will lolve to be very 
SOlTY for his speech. We do not.'beloleve Mr. ,Moore has any sympathy wd.·th 
Modernism: ,the one dimiculty was that he attempted to discuss a 
question of wh,lch he is obv:iously Ignorant. Mr. 'Moore ofs, ilersonaHy, 1J10riously 
true to the grea.~ fundamentals of the faith; ·bu.t he has not studied the question 
sufficiently to enable him to recogn,ize MoIierni&m when he sees It or hears f.t. 

The Same is true of ,Mr. 'Matthews. lot Mr. lMatthews had been better in
formed he would not ,have fallen dnto the IMarShall snare. He would have known 
that any man recommended by Dr. T. R. Glover would most certainly be a 
Moderwst. iIt is time 011!l" Convention recogn:ized that the men who serve ·on 
,the !Board of Governo1"S need to be something more tlhan "·busiiness" men. It Is 
folly to e~ect an educa:tiona1 Institution to 'be WIlsely led Iby men Wlho, ihowever 
excellent in o·ther ores,pects, are uninllormed respecting the ~el1gious perils of 
the hour. 

Dean Farmer • 
.As to Dean FaTID.er: at last ihe tihrew off ·1!he ddsgou-ise and open1y showed 'ihlm

self to 'be lSympa,tihetic 'toward: lMioderll!l'st tendencies. [,n due course we shall 
publish a verbatim account of Professor Farmer's speech, so that all the De
nomination may know how fair Dr. Farmer can ,be depended upon to stand for 
,the fal,th on~ for aU deldvered 1:10 1!he saIInts. We have seen -Dr.. Farmer tum 
somerS8lUlts so often th'll;t we were not at aU surprised· at IWh'at Ms Hamilton 
speech disclOdiled. 

Prof. Marshall. 
In the evening M'r. lMa1"SihaH &;poke at ,length. ThIs was the best 'part of 

the Con·vention. 'Someone whO was not at the ConventIon, reading the report 
of it describes It as lOa wicked speech." The Denomination wiU soon d:t.scover 
its eN'or in endorsin·g Mr. Ma1"Shall. He was !hS/iled as a man of fine spirit, and 
publlcly commended by one as a Christian gentleman.' We need make no com
ment upon Mr. Marshall's speech. He showed 1lbe typical virulence of tille 
modernist; and ·whatever tlbe 'S·enate may say, or the Convention may' do, the 
EditOll' of this ,paper wants the IWhole DenominatIon to know that he now re
cognizes no point at which he coul,d have any fel-lowSihdp lWIhatever eitiher with 
the views or th'e "spirit" of ·Mr. iMarsha-II. 

Some of Mr. 1Ma.rs'h·a1!'1S !remarks were hotly resented ,by the audience, an. 
,he h'ad to pause for a C'Onsidemble ,t£me amid de'afening cries of "Shame! 
Shame! Take it back!" Tohis gentleman was especially commellded to tlie De
nomination by Dean Farmer because of -Ms excellent spIrit! 

Dr. A. L. McCrimmon. 
The most amu'sing eplrode of th'a Convention was a resolution s .. bmitted to 

a depleted house long past eleven o'clock ,by the Rev. B. W. lMerrill, dealing with 
an edl.torial in The GospeZ Witness of three yea1"S a.go, wihich plaln-ly stated that 
Dr. A. L. 'McCrimm,o:n, wihen President of the Oonvention, had ·been unfair In his 
conduct of the educational session of the Convention, and expressing ·the Con
vention's confidence lin Dr. McCrimmon. Of course, the resolution carried. 
Fe'Y of tihe delegitee present were competent to pass an opinion on the subject, 
becau.s,a many of them lWere not present at the COnventio. to which reference 
had been made. We are glad the resolution P8iBsed. Perhaps our censure of 
Dr. :McCrimmon's action was a little too severe, though in principle it was 
absolutely sound, for he was the ;most ,part!Jsan presiding officer we have ever 
seen. We shou1d ·probably not :have epoken so strongly bad we known ke was 
so serulitive. Certainly we 'Rad no idea The CkNIpeZ Witness had power to put 
the ex-Chancellor in the dumps fO.r three years. We do not, ,however, begrudge 
him the resoJution. Someone ihas eald a eertifi-cate of oharaeter Is a very good 
thing ·for those who need it, aBd that a certificate of sanity is 'Useful only .to 
one who has been a patient In an asylum. We 'Wish D!l". McCrimmon well, bu·t 
hope Ib.·e has learned a ae·sson. ' 

Professer Marshall's Sponsors. 
IMr. M8.MhaU attempted to discredit Mr. Robertson, of Liverpool, by say

ing that !he had: nos·tand,~,ng as a IBa.Ptist ,minister; and Mr. Edg84', of Gilmour 
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Memorial OhUTCh, Petel'lbol'o, obvdously in·tent upon currying favour with the 
powers that be, spoke to the eame effect. Since· the publlcation of our letters, 
we have round many people wih'O have read Mr. 'Robertson's addresses, 8Illd we 
·have 1geen many references to lbim in periodicaLs which come to 'Our 'Office: but 
we ·have seen no reference ·to Mr. lMa.rshall, II/D.d certainly .we .have heam noth-
Ing of Mr. Edgar. . 

Over against what M·r. Robertson had wriUen of 1Mr. IMarSha'll, the new 
Professor 'Put the ·fact that he enjoyed the endol\86!IU·ent of such ·men as Dr. 
Carly'le, and Dr. Sh8lkeepeare, and Dr. Awbrey, and Dr. Gl'Over. Dr. S'hake
speare ·Is anything 'but a B·aptist 'in the Canra.dian understanding of that term. 
He not 'Only stJa.nds far open members'hip, and open COIIIllllun1.on, and ds of 
pron()IUnced modern'istic sympathy; but ~n hots ''ChurCh Sit the Oross RQads" 
advoca:tes the union of all free churches, Baptists included, into 'One .body, and 
th'en suggests the advls'abillty o·f t'he minl-steToS of the f.ree churches, includln·g 
Baptists, accepting lEpiscopal ord,inaUon, in ooder to qualify tflhemselves for 
ministry" in an Episcopal chUll"ch. 

Dr. Glover is undoubtedly the Fosd1ck 'Of En,gl8JlJd. Articles lin the London 
Dail'll News stirred up a great dea:l o·f critIcism, and we quote the following 
from an English magazine: 

WHAT DR. GLOVER TEACHES. 

The follOwing ue a few of the shameful statements whlch DOCTOR 
GLOVER has recently made in Itbe Dail'll llews:

"Verbal Inspiration . . a monstro'UB belief." 
"The New Testament writers . . . wrote as wen as the'll knew how." 
"We have the sermons of Peter In the Act'S '. . . the sermons can hardly 

ha.ve been taken down in shorthand." 
"lOhl'listianlty, accordIng tQ some tpeople, ·Is ibellevlng In JQnah and the 

Whale, 8Illd the axe that floated, and so 'On; an endorsement Of every miBconceJ)
tion that the Hebrews ever formed." 

"Let Moses wri·te about ·the Fa.'ll: the di\Sldlp'les of Jesus have sometb.Jng 
better to ~ite." 

'''Reconciliation, not Atone.DIJent, is' the New T-eEPI:ament idea." 
'Waul was driven to th1nk out. a ChristQlogy-lots of OhriBtoZogteB, (lne after 

an'Other." 
'~Rellgion must depend upon somethtfng more verifiable than reoords attri

buted to Moses, or even--lI will add--detached BOIJIings attributed to Jesfl.8." 

Sound the Alarm I 
And now, wibat of the future? Shall we fold our ,tents Hoke the Ambs, aM 

silently steal away and leave MCMaster to Its own devices\ We intend to fight 
on. .AJJ a matter o.f fa.et, the war has only just 'begun. Ali that 'has gone ibefore 
is just the 'beginning. We prOmise ,those. Who !Would ,lead ·tIh·e Denominati'On 
.to destruction thlllt t.f ·they have feared The Gospel Witness before, they &hall 
fear it a hund·red fold more in t·he future. We ,have -long endeavoured to 
maintain diplomaot:ic rela.ti.o·ns, but that effort is at'an end. We propose to 'bring 
the enemy out of his dug-out. Al!l"eady Dean Fal'lmer has abandoned nds pro
fessed neutraUty, and, as h~s speech wHl sb:ow, has aIl1ed himself wit'h DIl". 
Driver's school. 

We are gmte1)ul fo.r tille c.omradesMp of a rapidly inorealSing company af 
heroi'C spirits. We shaH be IBible to tell IMr, 'Moore of a ·great 8ll"!IUy of men whio 
wiU go up to the lOonventl'On "'P'ledged" to fight Mod-ernism to the e·nd. We 
have avooded anY'fuing U-ke an organization .. Now ·we in,tend to work ·for dt. We 
.... vite correspondence with every Blliptist Pastor' and every Ba,ptist layman in 
;lntario and Quebec wibo is sYIIlipathetic wIth OUil" stand. We shall endeavour 
.;0 organize an On'ta'rio, and Quebec Branch of tbe Baptist Bible UniQn, and 
'"'l:bsidiary branches all over the country. We shall also endeavour to enlis·t 
murc.:..es 6S Sluen to present a soUd front to the enemy. 

We call our readel"S' attentiQn ·to the fact that every dQllar contributed to 
McMaster los interpreted as a vote 'Of confidence. Now that Mr. Marshall is 
established. there, we :believe the institution is in a worse state than it has 
ever :been, .and is more daogerQ"UlS. to our apiritua:l ipl"osperity than ever. It is 
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a severe measure, oot we ask OUT ,readers to con.sider wOlethe'l" they want their 
money to Ibe used to teach such t'hings as are contained in Mr. Marshalol'a ad· 
dress in this j.S'Sue, and if not, the o-nly remedy is to refuse to give a dollar to 
McMaster. Tlhat is -the lPI'eSent -policy of Jarvia -Street Ch,urch. . 

The Enemy's Fear of The Gospel Witness. 

tEducation day was G<MpeJ Witness day: It was this paper whIch challenged 
MT. Mal'llfhall. And the paper is g-ro,wing in favour dally. This week we had 
a letter ·from a man in th'e West, saying Ille -occasionally sees a copy, but he 
did !!lot think it 'Worth two doUars a year .. Almo:st the next mail brought a 
ietter from Sault Ste. Marie co.n:taininog a cheque fO'l" $100.00 as a thank·offering 
,for blessinog received through The Witness and lor the stand taken 'by the paper. 

We are planning a tremendous extension of oor circulation· and: web. 
thank-!OffelT'ings as the 8.Ibove will help us greatly. . 

ttfJe 31arbi.u 6treet OI"ole JjifJle ~unba!, ~t"ool1Lts.uon Q!:OUrJt 
Lesson XXXI November 1st, 1926 

THE POTTER AND THE CLAY, JeremIah, Chapter. 18. 
Thi9 chapter ,begln,r, as that 0If th,e last les'son: Jeremiah's m'sssage is "t'he 

word ·which came to Jeremia'l1 ir-om :the Lord". He heard .God's ·words in- the 
potter's house. 
I. In the Potter's House. 

We are all like the clay that has bee!lli ,ma:rred on the potter',s 'Wiheel. Orig
inally desIgned t(' bE-ar God's image and likenes·s, that image ha:9 been· sadly 
destroyed so ·that the world WaBI left without a -true likeness of God. 2. This 
potter 'mad~ the marred vessel a-gain (v. 4). It Is a bles>sing'that we may be 
born again, that God can do over again what He planned ,to do in the begin. 
nlng: If any ma:n ,may be in Christ there is- a n'ew -creation. 3. Both the design 
and the skill to effect it are th'e Potter'SI: "He made it again another ve·ssel, 
as seemed .g>Oo-d to the ,potter to l!l-ake it." 4. S·o ,men and naUo!lli!r are -to God 
,but as -clay in the polter's hand·s (v. 6). Thill' ,may 'WeH be ·so slonce He weLghed 
the mountain,s in Slcales and the hills in a balance. 5. At what i!!l'stant He 
wiUs, He can sipeak fo·r weal or woe to ,men BInd nation·s. What a 'revelation of 
divin'e power i'!II co-ntain-ed in thIs figure, to think of all tlhe inh8lbitants. of 'the 
earth as nothing but clay in the divIne Potter's nandS'! 
II. In the House of Folly. 

Verses 11 to 17 -set ~orth -the -fony of Judah. 1. Th'ey refuse t.o believe or 
to receive the off,ered nl(:r-cy. ~hey are invited to return, but will not. 2. T·hey 
fursake th,s fountain.s tor cisterns (v. 14). They leave the mountain-s for the 
mud puddle-so Refusing bles>sing -from ~n 'high, they seek thln'gs f·rom below. 
III. Instead 'Of Repenting of Their Siins They Conspire AgaInst the Preacher, 

verses 18·23. . 
1. They (lonspire to silenc'e the accu9l'ng voice. T,his the rebelUous heart 

has evel' tried to do. Th1<s was the sin of Ahab; this- wa9 the sIn of which 
Stephen In his great sermon acro·sed the people (Acts 7: 51·53). The practice 
ha·s not 'Wholly fallen inoo disuse. W'hen the Word of God i., preac'hed it has 
alwaya .(l-ne of two effects: it either cuts men to the heart as on PentecoSit and 
leada to) repentance; or else it rots them to the heart and leads them to stone 
the prea:cher as they did with Stephen. 2. The 'Prop'h-et had only sought their 
good (v. 20): T·hat is the end of all prophel'rYing, to warn men to flee from 
-wrath to ·n:ercy. 3. His almost imprecatory prayer (vs. 21·23) can be explal·ned 
only upon ths prin'ciple of dIvine' inspiTation. He had become God'9 mouth· 
'pi-ece; and like the voice of wisdom in the Proverbs was 'heard saying, "Be
cause I have c.alled, and ye :refused; I have stretched· out my hand, and !IlO man 
:regarded," etc. (P-rovel'ba 1: 24·33). 

GREAT GOOD NEWS • 

. We must take space to tell of last 'Sunday's blessing. -The School atta» 
an-ce was 1,124. At the 'morning service a:bout 25' ca:me forWard,' and' in the 
evening 12. Six were ,baptized. 

, 
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. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
An Address Delivered by Professor H. T. MarshaH, in Stanley Ave. 

Baptist Church, at the Baptist Convention of Ontario and 
Quebec, Hamilton, October 19th, 1925. 

(Stenographically repartecl) 

The address contains many good things; and we are sure our 
Baptist people generally will be In hearty agreement with Professor 
Marshall In his estimate of the Importance of caring for the religious 
welfare of the young. We are Inclined to think, however, that com
paratively few of our people will be found to agree with Mr. Marshall 
in his general attitude toward this subject. 

It 'Is very difficult for the average person carefully to weigh the 
exact value. of all the words of a speaker as an address Is delivered. 
For this reason we had a sten~graphic report taken of Mr. Marshall's 
address; and we suggest that this address be read carefully with a 
view to discerning the real Import of what Mr. Marshall says. Some 
passages In the address which we think require thoughtful considera
tion ·wlll be found In bold-faced type. We ask our readers to Judge 
whether th~se passages are In agreement with the Word of God. 

Mr. Chairman and my dear friends: I feel that I must first of all thank 
you from the bottom of my heart· for the very cordial welcome that you have 
given me to-night. In view of all the terrible things that have appeared In 
print about me' since I arrived in 'Toronto a day or two ago, I almost expected 
that I should be cUl'Sed by this Convention; but I am very glad to find that 
you have 'blessed me. (Applause). In fact, to tell you the truth, when a re
porter 'called on me this morning I was almost afraid ,to come; ,but I knew 
that In dealing with a Christian audience I could ·be quite sure ~hat the vast 
majority, at any rate, would' show me Christian' charity and good manners. 
I knew further that in dealing with a British audien'ce I could count on fair 
'play; and, In faot, my experlence'of Br!tish audiences on the other side of the 
Atlantic has made me quite certain of the fact that there.is no more certain 
way of wlnn.ing sympathy for a speaker than for someone to hit him below 
the beLt. 

Well no~, I have not come to talk about personal matters at all really; 
'but you will forgive that little personal reference, because you drew it out 
of me ,by the kindly welcome you gave me. , 

Wen now, I am to speak to you to-night on a theme that is very near to 
my own heal'lt-and I want to make it just as n·ear and dear to yours-the 
question qf religious education in the churches. I am to speak to you, in 
other words, on the church's duty In the matter of the religious education of 
the young. And it was suggested to me that I should speak to you straight 
out of my ow'n experience. Well, that is the only thing, of course, that I can 
do. I hesitate a little though to d'o so, simply because, as you kno~, all my 
experience up to the present ha~ been I~ England, and it may be that a good 
many of, my remarks do not apply to Canada; though to judge from the very 
little Iha,,:e seen of relilglous education. In the 'churches .i~ Canada, I should 
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say that ,the majority of the (lhurches here are ahead of the churches in the 
Old Country. . 

Well, in considering a theme of this kind, I think the first question to be 
settled is, What is the ,mind of Jesus Christ on this problem? To my mind, 
that is th~ starti~g point always. That is the starting point even in religious 
and theological con.troversy, although I am afraid it is sometimes forgotten .. 

Remember, th,at It is' one of the greatest achievement'll of Jesus Clirist 
that He has introduced into the world a new tenderness toward child life, and 
a new solicitude for the aLl-round welfare of Uttle children. I need hardly 
remind you that Jesus -Christ befriended chUdren; and when. His disciples 
tried to drive away 'those mothers who brought their little ones to Hlm-and 
there are some preachers to-day who are just as unsympathetic to little chil
dren-you remember how the Master forbade them, and took those little ones 

. into His arms, and laid His hands u,pon them, and blessed them. We all re
member those 'great words of the Master: "Take heed that ye despise not one 
of these little ones; for I ·say unto you, That in heaven their angelis do al
ways ,behold the face of my Father which is in heaven." We rememb.er how 
the Master said, "Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid ;them not: 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven." . 

It Is a fair inference, too, froin the gospel narratives, that our Lord re
garded the greatest wrong ever done among men, the wrong that was com
mitted tQ a child. Christ was simply appalled when He confessed that there 
were grown 'men and women who could be stumbling blocks in the moral and 
spiritual life of a child, who would try even to lead a child to ·moral and 
spiritual ruin. You remember how His anger was kindled when He found there 
were people doing that kind of thing; and He declared it were better for such 
people if a millstone were hanged about their neck, and they be cast into the 
sea, than that they should offend one of these lLttle ones. 

And that kind of thing is going on to-day. I remember a little while ago 
the Master ·of the Manchester Grammar School asked the very pertinent ques· 
tion as. to how it is in spite of an that the churckes and schools are doing for 
boys and girls to-day, yet the general state of affairs Is very little improved; 
and he sim'ply appealed to the fact that in factories and offices young lads and 
girls fresh from school encountered men and women in middle life who encour. 
aged. them to go wrong in. three directions fatal to youth, and fatal to society. 
And he defined the three directions as these-they an begin with "B"-booz
ing, betting, and beastliness. And I want you to realize that the problem 
Christ faced 1s the problem that we face to-day; and when tha.t problem aroused 
the anger of Christ, it should arouse the anger of Christian, people to-day. 
And then need I remind you that in His post-resurrection talk with Peter, our 
Lord, after assur.ing Himself of the love· of this erring apostle of His, gave 
him !three charges: the first was, "Feed my lambs"; the other two were .both 
couched In the same terms, "Feed my sheep." Now let us remember that the 
first charge was, "Feed my lambs." I am afraid many churches have re
versed the order. Christ put the lambs first, and the sheep second: the 
churches of to=ifay often put the. sheep .first and the lambs second. There 
are lo.ts of members in our churches to-day who want all the best for them- . 
. se1ves, and the children can have anything. When' we continue the figure 
that our Lord used, one inight almost say that there are great fat sheep that 
want all the green pastures for themselves, and leave the scrubby land for 
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the little lambs. Let us remember that Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." And 
that Is one of the first duties of the Christian church. 

Now, w~at inference ca-n owe draw from the ,plain tea-Ohin-g of JeS'UIS OhriBt? 
Surely thie: the C'hurch that is fa,ithfuol to. ber Master will regard it as Dne of 
oflhe first charges upon Iher financial :reso0111'Ces, upon oller time, :her thoug.ht, oller 
love, oller !pl'8.yter, her energy; and- one of 'th.e first concerns of the chl\lrch of 
'J6lII\lS Christ and· a,U the -workers- of the Kingldom of God, Is to care for the mora4 
.and spiritual cultu-re of the ~ildroen .. and growdng boye and gIrls. And I believe 
the tTue dlsocip'!oe of Jews Oh"rf.sit always s'hares- Christ's "p&SIBlonate lOve of youot.h, 
and Chrt.st'_s :iJurnin'g de91re for the all-l'O!I1nd ~lfare of youth. In fact, U seems 
to me that those great wo-rd-s', "Feed my ~ambs," Me 1Jhe wonle which 'the Spirit 
t,o;.d-ay salth to the churches-. 

Wlel,l no·w, -What is oflhe position that ,falc8S1 iIle?· We 'See the aottltnode of 
ChrIst on the -matter. _What ie tihe present state of afllairs'J! Again, of -CIourse, 
I must ask Y·DU ,to ·remember th.at I do not know -muCh ().f Canadian conditions-: 
I am slleakoing myself of conditione in. Eng!land, aJlthO'ug.h I have ibeen told t-hat 
they IlIPPly ,pretty genera:lly lev·erywhere. I venture to -say the chlN'ches 'have few 
-mor·e serious problem's- oonf·rontin'g iher to-day than the problem- of ,the d.rif,t of 
you1!h from the C.hristian chur·eh, and the drl.rt in·creasee in volume year Iby year. 
Thel'lB are two things -which I think, we all need to know: in the first llla:ce there 
is a ,good deal of evIdence ,that eighty \per -cent. of our boys' and- girle- in -tihe 
Sunday ,Schools are 10&t to the ehurch some time during the 'Period of ad-oles-
06'D.-ce, and 'simply d.rif.t away into irreligion &n.d secularity. That is an aowftrlJ.y 
,tra-gic thing. It joe no 'exaggeration to say that ninety ,per cent. of our church 
memberos are led to Christ th.roug'h- the infl·uence of the Sun·day S-choo1. Instead 
of .thinking of the of&et .thHit the yioun-g paople are trickling by tWO"1f and throee'-s 
into tfu.e churcib. 'We have rath·eor to con-centrate our thought on t'he fact that in 
one ,great flood youth is ,d-ri-fting aw-ay from the chillrch by the score. That is 
a very se;rious affair. Dr. S'haokespaare called the attenti~n of Eng'li-sh Baptlsots 
to it -some y'ealls ag_o -when he ,said' tha-t in rus ju1iglment the Baptlsot C'hur-ch 1n 
England ow-as sim'Ply bleed,in'g to death beeause l,t was losing i19 boYIS and gil'll& 
Surely that Is a distinct ehllJllenge to the Chrisotian church. 

And t'hen thle other fact that we haV'e to remember is- this: one of .the m06t 
startling revelations or discoveries of the -war, so far a-9 religioUos 'Problems are 
eoncerned, was the fact that thDueands and· thol\lsands of sold·ieors in the British 
armies i-~ France and Flan'lieor9 'Who were utteorly i.Nellgious, had been ,througib. 
the Sunod~ SCho01'filI' of England ·with'Out ,gleaning ev-en t'he most elementary 
notion concerning the essence of Chri9tianity. To my mind that is again an 
-a'ppall1n-g state of affairos. 

W;ell ,then, what are -the causes of -thie drlft? I think it Ie only fair to 
a-dmit that one cause is- toO be found in- the ·general con-ditlon of ou.r modern 
clvlUzatlon. The church finds herself to-day in a world where there are many 
counter a,.ttTaetion-s .to iller ministry. Her appe8iL is only 'One of the man.,. 
appeals that find their way to the heart and mind of youth. The paraphernalia 
,has grown in .reeen·t years, and growe enOll"Dlon:sly,-theatres, amusements, 
-pi-cture ,bouses, lWi-reIes-s, dan-ces, and C'O'1l~Ue9S- other thinglS are ,bidding fOIl' 
the patronage of youth. And amidst this Babel of con-tenoUous voices, I am 
wald it often lhappenso that .tlhe voice of ,the church de altog.ether drowned 
where our mooern youth is concerned. But ow·hile all that Is true, -I am afraid 
the ohurch 'herself is !partly'to blame for the d-rift of youth from 'her midst. The 
-churooe9 1n .the !past, or a. -g-reat many of them, illave ,been too muoh. conee:rned 
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:owith adults: her most lavllSh expenditure !ha& 'ooen upon adans; the best 
buolldj·ng.a 'have alwaye been !foOr ad·u:tts; mlnlBterial training, foOr the most ,part, 
aims at fitting men fOIl' dealing with adouJ.ts; an·d ·there 81'e many minister. 
:who concentrate al'l their time and str·en'gtJh u'Pon adults. 

In fa.ct, I' know minilrters ·who are altogether incapable of dealing owl·1Ib 
children and growing iboyS' and' gi·rIs, and w·ho j·maglne that that is a sign off 
.intellectual superiority_ It seems to me it Is a sign of their utter inaptitude. 
For surely :if Christ wa.s so careful .in dealing with children and boys' and 
girls., it sohould be the ambition of every ·Chrlstian mlni6ter .to gain some ~wer 

·over the hearts ~f YoOuth. There are many ministers to-day who seem to have 
'DO lDl88sagte for youth; -.they are noOt d·nteres1ed· In yout.h.. For :obvious reasons 
I don't propose to mention names, ,but I know one or two very dlatf.ngulBhed 
,preacheil'S In Eng·land ·who can .only get hold of people In middle llle. You can 
find tJheir church,eg crow.ded, !bout noOt a young man or woman any,whel'Te. Noow 
I should ,be sorry to exercise a ministry that eould not hold and ~rip youth. I 
Mke to think of what T·hlom.as PhiilUps said-I mean ThomlllS Phillips of the 
Blooms.bury Central Chur~h, London. He toid a body of minis.teM some time 
ago that they 'W8l'Ie addreS>ll'lng tJhei·r 'B'E!l'Tmo·ns· all too much to the deacon·9. I 
'believe thaot lsi true. Don't fo!!"get the Iadoa in you,r 'CIOngregation, .the youths and 
young omen. If you are on~y a'Ppealing to the d'eacon1!l you are !faillng In YOID' 

·woOrk. I like to remember how Martin Luther, when he saw young men and 
·maidens in his congregatio·n, forgot all about the grown-up folks, and.;poured 
oot Ibis -heart to tJh·em. 

Oh yes, I think anybod<y who live9 ·near to Jesus C'hrioSlt owiliL Ihave a warm 
place in his heart for youth; and I am afraid, brethren, we have been altogether 
too apt to concentrate too mu.ch on preaching to the neglect of teaching. It is 
noOtorious' that preaching oUen enough fails to inspire Christian men and women 
. with the id-ea oOf service. I know tWoO great churches on the other side of the Atlan
tic where there was great preaching, in one chu-rch for forty years and! in the other 
~·r thirty year9, and yet iboth of these churches' are almoEPt bankrupt fOIl' spiritual 
'leade1'll amoO-ng boys and gi;rlso, and' youn'g men and ·wo·men, in spite of the great 
preaching they had been listening to. I think there is something wrong there; 
and l!he !result has ,been in man'Y of our churches through 'lack IOf workers, 0IlT' 

Sunday SC'hooO·1 owork ha9 been badly done. And I think it -should ,be mentioned 
·he.1'9 that the women al'Te mO!re faithful on· the 'Whole than men. T·here is a far 
larger 'Pro.portion of women who are intereoSlted In the oSIPi.ri,tual welf(l.re of girlIe 
than there are men wp.o are inte-l'TaSted oin the spiritual weLfare of boys; and 
I say, ·Shame on the men, ·and Ibonor to the ·women. In my fi-fteen yeaN of 
ministry '1 have ·never found' a-ny difll.culty ·to get c~nseC!rated women t.(o look 
4'fter girls; but I have been constantly In difficulty in· getting men to look after 
the boys and youth9. Perhaps you Me better off In Canada,-I 'hope yoOU' are. 

Well 'agaln, I think ·there iso a it1!ndency .to exa1·t talking above ,workdng. 
W·hat I mean Ls thle: I l!hlnk the platform orator Is lDlore esteemed by the 
clhu·rC'hes than the ql\l~et teacher. Now, you kUO'W, I am hegl·nnlng to belle"' 
~e.96 and ~ess In thie value of mere !platform: oratory, and I am .begln·n,lng to 
believe mO!r,e and lDlore In the quiet Influence of Ohristian teaching exercl.serd 
among lads- and glr19 year after year. Let m'e give you an iUustratlon of what 
-I mean. A little whfioe ago' we !had a greaot ,meeting In Birmingham, and one 
of .tOO speakers. delivered' a great oratioon against modern ·paganltml. The 
oration was received -with enthusias.m, and the speake!!" sat -down dn a bbu-ndeT' 

- of a-pplau6e. And I asked myseIr at the time, W'hat good. !has been done?- The 
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!l)8gan·s are not herra; they are aU Chrl&tian people here. It seemed to me at 
·tiIle time that the ,humble Ohoristian man 'Or 'WOman, devoting 'hImself or herself 
quietly through the years, to try and bring a grou~ of "lads or 'g1ds into living 
fellowship 'WUh JeSlUS Christ, Is doing far m.ore;to flghot agaiut modern paganiem 
tlban. the man who fulmInate·s a'galn&t paganiBIID. to a Ch,ris.tian audience. 'l'here 
ts no doubt .the quiet preac.her Is dOing more :rea1· 'Work QJ.an t!he m.ere ~latform 
'Orator. 

Think, too, of the fine temperance orations tlhat are delivered to teetotal
ers! Go ,to the Baptist Union meetings In London In ·the Spring, and you wUl 
find one of the largest halls in the city is chartered for a grea.t demonstra,tlon. 
They get some of the leading orators of the land on the platform, and one after 
another off they go. But remember tlhey are all teetotalers! They cheer to the 
echo, andi they think they have fought a great fight for the temperance cause; 
and they have done nothing at all. 

I wUl tell you who !has done sometMng, and that Is ,the men and wom'en who 
are instilling in lads and girls a great prejudice against alcohol, and exhorting 
them to re~ember that their .bodies are temples of the Holy Ghost, and Inspir
ing them, by the grace of God, to keep their bodies in temperance and chastity 
-they are doing something. Thus, I say, we want not mere platform tatun, 
we want workers; we waBt people who love Jesus Christ with all their heart, 
and mind, and BOul, and strength, and who love young people with His pasSion, 
and for His soake; and who are therefore prepared to lavish upon the spirltual 
training and education of tlhe young tl~eir time, their prayer, their money, their 
streng,th-their all. And thank God there are such people in the churches'; but 
we want more. 

And then again, ·brethren, I venture to say the church's policy has been 
wrong. And what I am gOing to say now is easily capa'ble of misinter·preta,tion; 
and misinterpretation is a favorite weapon of tlie religious controversiaList. 
The aim of every Christian church that knows its business where young people 
.are concerned is what? Their conversion. It thwt not so? Their spiritual birth. 
That ·is the aim. Now I know what some people say: they say that a spiritual 
education dispenses with conversion, with the second birth. Tha~ is utter drivel. 
It does nothing of the kind. Spiritual education, as I understand it, is simply 

'.one of the ways of getting there; and it is a better way than the old way. You 
say, What do you mean? Well, I w111 tell you wib.at I mean. In the past, the 
church, often enough, instead of concentrating on the spirltual care and culture 
of the yoting in the hope and prayer that, shall we say, quite naturally some 
day their spiritual awakenIng should come,. and they should appreciate the 
beauty and the glory of Christ, and give themselves ,to Him in the act of per
sonal surrender-instead of doing that kind of thing the church ·has too often 
let the young people drift, and then by ·spasmodic effort-'by expensive missions 
held once a year-it has tried to bring them back. again by forcing them 
·through all the throes of a psychic revolution. Now, that Is a wrong method. 
There is no need for a ladl to go to the deviL before he comes to Christ. I don't 
believe that. And this error In polley, I think, has been due almost entirely to 
a false view of juvenile human nature. Well, I wORder what then about human 
nature where children are concerned? You know some people think chllcken 
are little angels, quite perfect; some others think they are little devils, alto
get.her wrong. They are neither one nor the other: they are jUl!t a mixture of 
the two. You don't need theology to teach you that-you ·just need a child. 

., 
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1 have "got one and 1 know! 1 have seen it aU: 1 have seen. the good side and 
the bad side In my own OOlld •. 

Well DOw, the trouble Is this, that 80 many peoploe in our chwches have !l 
poor opinion of chlldren, and others have a great opinion of childr~n, a great 
opinion of their possibilities. Some people think ,children are inherently and 
incural)ly irreligious. 1 have heard some people say boys have no religion ~ 
them •. Bois are verysllent: but oh, there Is a lot of religious feeling m a boy. 
We asked some boys in England to tell us what their favorite hymns were. We 
thought we would get, "Onward, Ch.ristian Soldiers" and "Fight ,the Good 
Fight"; ,but we did not get that. answer. We found that, ·in the main, the boys 
liked hymns like this, "I heard the Voice of Jesus say". That was a favorite 
hymn among the boys. There is a lot of reUgious feeling in boys; and !it is 
a libel upon children to suggest that children are, by nature, utterly ir~eUgious. 

1 w111 tell you what 1 'believe, and you can disagree with m'e whenever you 
Ilke. 1 am here to say what 1 think, and 1 am not going to trim my sails for 
anybody. 1 believe that God made you and me and everybody capable of 
spiritual life. I believe that we are so made by our heavenly Father that the 
spiritual Instinct Is an Inalienable part of our nature, that it Is part and parcel 
of our: constitution. I ,believe that there never has been a greater word outside 
the Bible ever uttered than this old wOTd of Augustine's: "Thou hast created 
us for Thyself: and our hearts' are restless until they rest in Thee." One of 
the most pathetic things you will find If you only look in·to the hearts of people 
outside the churches, is ·that utter restlessness. They don't know what is tJhe 
matter, a lot of them. What they want is God, and Jesus Christ Whom He has 
Bent: ,but they ihave not' found Him. !And It Is only that that can put them 
right. I believe it Is human to be religious. I believe it is sub-human, in 
some way abnormal, not to .be religious. I believe that Just as It Is natural for 
a plant to turn toward the light, or the mariner's compass to point to the north, 
or a new-born babe to suck 'nourlshment from Its mother's breast-so I believe 
It Is, In the best sense of the term, natural for the spirit of man to seek illumina
tion and strength and Inspiration from the Spirit of God. I believe It Is very 
important nowadays to emphasize the fact that religion Is really and truly pe .... 
fectly natural; and that Jesus Christ Himself said that when a man really 
comes to himself and realizes all he needs, and the powers and possibilities of 
his nature-what does he do? He says with the prodigal son, "I will arise 
and go to my father." 

Well now, that Is important where the religious edu.cation of the child Is 
concerned. When you and I give children religious traIning and education, 
when we take the baby hands and put them ~ogether and teach the child to 
pray, we are·not endeavouring to graft some allen growth Into the nature, or 
force anything 'iiFtlflcial upon child life: we are simply and solely helping the 
child' to recognize the best and highest and noblest possibilities of its own 
nature; and we are seeking to Initiate the child into the mystery of God .. It 
Is a great thing to think like that about children. Remember that the church 
has a sublime opportunity in the youth that surrounds her. It is for her to 
supply the best possi'ble teachers, and to try to adopt the best possi·ble me
thods;' and to fail to do these things is, in my judgment, a crime against the 

. child; It Ie high treason to the Christian church, and to the cause of the 
Kingdom of 'God on earth, and the base betrayal of th~ cause of Jesus Christ; 

But remember-and 1 must hurry on-remem'ber' that important as rell-
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golous training and! education are, they cann'Ot do everything. But let us re
member that thlllt Is no argument against religious trainIng and education. We 
have to sow the seed, we have to plant, and we have to water but it Is only 
God Who can give the increase. But we must sow the seed with lavish hand, 
and water It assiduously. lit is the business of the church to see that its Sun· 
.day School organizations are efficient. The methods adopted must be suited 
-to the steps of child life: lUtie children' must be encouraged to pray and wor· 
ship as Little children, and growing boys and. girls must 'be encouraged .to pray 

I 
and worship as growing boys and girls. And I venture to say out of my own 
experience that the foundation· of all efficient Sunday 'School work is the 
weekly teachers' conference, where you get live, keen, devoted, teachers 
spending an hour and a half or two hours in child study, in nature study, and, 
chiefest of all, in Bible study-the Old Testament and the New. And don't 
you ,believe that canard that I don't believe In the Old Testament. If only my 
Cov,entry ,people were here they would laugh the idea to scorn, because they 
know me. 

Yes, we want that weekly teachers' conference. That is essential to the 
success of the Sunday School. And I would say, See to it that Sunday. School 
work is supplemented by week·day activ~ties. The churches across the At· 
lantic that are the most successful are the churches that have adopted such 
organizations as the Girls' Life Brig~de, the Boy Scout Movement, and the Girl 
Guide Movement. Now, I know that you have movemen.ts of your own, :but 
may I just give you a leaf out of my own experience? Four years ago I found 
that I was failing almost altogether to grip certain of the youths I~ my con· 
gregation. We formed them into a Scout Group, anGi I became the Scout 
lI/Iaster. I was their minister, and their teacher, but through scouting I be
came a1so their closest friend. I aroused their Interest in the wonders of 
nature, I kindled a love of life in the open air. We learned ambulance work, 
'signalling, and so on. I took them into a camp every year; I joined with them 
in their games; I went swimming with them in the sea; I joined with them 
in their singing around the camp 1I.re at night. And let me say that never 
to my dying day shall I forget the way in which those lads joined in evening 
prayers around the camp 1I.re. It did my heart good. But what was the 
result of it all? I established close personal friendship. And what was the 
result of that? All those lads began to listen to me on Sunday evening as 
they had never listened before; and as a result ,twenty~1I.ve of those lads duro 
ing the last ,four years or so, have professed their faith in Christ and passed 
through the waters of baptism. And when I left England a few days ago the 
thing ·that touched me most deeply was to receive letters from a lot of those 
lads, letters that I can scarcely read now without moist eyes; ,because those. 
lads, many of 'them now just twenty or twenty·one, testi1l.ed one after another 
h'ow it was through scouting, one way or ano,ther, they had been led to find 
Jesus Christ, and the Christ life. The difficulty of the times, I am afraid, is just 
to establish a point of contact. 

And then may I say one other thing? So far as church organIzation Is 
concerned, it seems to me before we receive young people into our church 
fellowship· they should be compelled to attend a church preparation class con· 
ducted by' the minister ·himself. Before we allow our young people to pass 
through the" waters of baptism and join our churches, they should be rooted 
and grounded in the principles of Evangelical Christianity; and this work 
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should be done by the minister. For years now I have done tha.t, and I per
suaded my church in. .Coventry to make it compulsory, so that no young person . 
could ·be passed as a candidate until he had had a satisfactory attendance at 
my church preparation class. 

Well, as I was saying, importan.t as religious education is, it is only a 
help, it only points the way. Let me remInd you of those great words of the 
Apostle 'Paul. "For I make known to you, brethren, as touching ·the gospel 
which was .preached by me, that it is not allter man. For neither did .I receive 
it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me through revelation of Jesus 
Christ." Brethren, that experience Is the same, more or less, for every one of 
us. After all real conversIon, really and truly to find, 'Christ, comes a;bout only 
by an act of God in the soul, as the Apostle Paul teaches. I remember once 
meeting· a day school teacher in Europe. He told me that he .taught English, 
and Frl\lnch, and religion. The expressIon struck me at ·the time as very 
curious; for if there Is on·e subject in the world that you cannot teach it Is 
religion. You can give religious guidance, religious instruction, but you can
not teach religion. Vital religion In something unteachable; it is something 
utterly incommunIcable from man to man. As Dean Inge says, "Religioil can 
be caught, but it cannot ·be taught." Our se:rmons at the very best are but 
crutches to help pe()ple on their spiritual way; 'le~sons which have been toiled 
over, pr:ayed over, wept over, can only be .guide-posts pOinting out to young 
people the' right way. Personal religion can ·be aroused in the 1I0ui only as 
t~e soul is made to feel the appeal of Jesus Christ, of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ; and that is an act of God in the soul. And that appeal must not onlly 
be fel.t, it must be responded to, that Is the act of personal surrender. It is 
the coalescence of God's appeal and man's act of surrender that makes man 
v.1tally religious. Religious education, remember, reaches its end, its aim, Us 
cl1max, and crown, only when through the SpirIt of God the young people vol
untarily and freely surrender their whole hearts and lives to Jesus Christ. 
And to play some par.t in that great task ~s surely the greatest priv.uege and 
supremest joy that any ChrIstian man or woman can· ever know. . 

THE EDITOR'S COMMENTS ON MR. 
. . MARSHALL'S SERMON . 

On page 6 Mr. Marshal1 says, "Wha.t I am goIng to say now is easily 
capable of misinterpretation, and misinterpretation ;is a favorite weapon of 
the religious controversialist." We have printed! a stenographic repon of what 
Mr. Marshall said ·in order that our readers may interpret it for themselves. 
At the same time, we venture rtJhis observation: It ought to be ,possible for &. 

trained· .teacher-:and Mr. Marshall's emphasis on the importance and effec
tiveness of .teaching surely implies a claim to some ability in that direction, 
as does also his acceptance of a position on the teachIng staff of a uni
versity-it ought to be possible for such an one to speak with such pl&in
ness as to make mLsinterpretaUon almlOst an impossIbility. 

On page ~ Mr. Mars1!all says, "The aim of every Christian ohurch 
that knows its business wl).~re young people are concerned is what? Their 
conversion .. Is that not 1I0J. Their spiritual 'bir.th. That is the aim." This 
surely fe' perieetly true. But let us see whether Mr. M·ar,s·hall e»plains what 
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he means by a s'plritual birth. He complains on.· page 6 tha.t t~e church has 
failed to do one thing, and has done something else. Th!.s is what it ought to 
have ·done: "Concentrai"'El on the spLr.1tual care and cultu~ of the young in 
tbe hope ~d prayer that, shall we ·say, quite naturally some day their spiritual 
awakening should come, and they should appreciate the ,beauty and the gl{)ry • 
of Christ, and give ·themselve/ll to Him· in. the act of personal surrender." We 
ask lOur readers whether that spiritual awakening which we speak of as the. 
new birth ever .comes "quite natural'ly"? We have greatly m-I:staken the mean· 
ing Qf the third chapter of John if it be correct to interpret the new birth as 
coming "qudte naturallY,"-"That which i.s born of th'e fles·h is· flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit ils Spirit," . 

Again on 1:Ibe same page Mr. Ma·rshaU d·escl'l~beB the church's ·"wrong 
method" ·by saying: "Instead! of domg that kind of· th.1ng the church has too 
often l'et the young peopI-e drift, and then ,by spa,smodic effort-by expensive 
m-is.si{)lls held once a year-it ha·s tried to brin'g them back again by forcing 
them ,through all the throes of a psych·lc revolution." ·Surely Mr. Marsha:ll is 
ref·erring to evangelhltic effort. This wa.s the meth{)d of Wesl-ey, and of Whof,t. 

fleld, and of F-inney, am.d of Spurg·oon, and of ,Moody, and of many others. 
Were such convers-io·ns as these great evang.elis·Uc eff-orts produced noth,ing 
m-ore than "psychic revolutio.ns'''! Are such wond'&l'Is of grace a:s those great 
mov·ements witnessed to ·be psychologically ·explained? Th,is is Modernism in 
full flower. Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick could scarcely have surpassed it. 

Once again: Mr. Marshall tells us (page 6), "This error in poliey, I thin·k, 
hoa·s been due aImost entirely to a fal-s·e view of juvenile human nature," We 
would not mLsinterpret Mr. Mars'hall, 'but why the adjectdve? In what respect 
does "Juvenile human nature" differ from adult hum-an nature, except in de. 
velopment? When the Scripture says, "The carnal m"inQ II!! ·.enm-ity again-st 
God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be", does that 
apply to "juvenile" human natur·e? WIld if not, wdll Mr. MarshaU tell us' at what 
age the mind of "juvenil'e" 'human nature becomes "carnal" and· "enmity ag.amst 
God"? 

There is no doubt that ,such evaBgelism as Mr. M'ar,sh!ll.l1 d·escribes as tlhe 
"wa'ong method" is based upon a cer:tain "view" of "human. nature," ·both 
juvenile and adult. Suck evangelism is· bas'ed on the conT,iction that that 
which is ,bom of the flesh is flesh, no matter h-ow young or h-ow old it 1"9. 
Whether such a view of human nature be a "false" view, let the SCriptures 
answer: "For we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all 
under sin; as it ts written, There is none righteous, no, n·ot on'e: there is none 
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone 
out of the way, they are together become unprofltable; there is· none that 
doetih good, no, no,t o·ne"; "And you hath he quickened, wh-o were dead in 
trespaeses and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to the course· 
of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience: among whom also we all had 
our conversatl-on in times past in the lusts· of our flesh, fulfllUng the diesires 
of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the chUdren of w.rath, even 
as others." 

We ask our readers now to turn 'back to page 6 and read the lines !printed 
in.bold type. Here Mr. Marshall says: "I beUeve that we are so made by our 
heaven:1y Father ,that the &pirit~l inBtinct Is an ilJ!.alten.able part of our Jlature, 
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th·a..t it is part and paIlCel of oW" constitutwn." The Scl'i'pture says: "For I 
know that in me (that is, in my llesh,) dwelleth no good thing." "And you hath 
he quickened, who \vere dead ,in trespa.s.ses all,d sin.s"; "Having the under
sta.D.ding darkened, bein·g aliena.ted from the l'ille of God throug,h the igno.rance 
that is in them, becau.se of the bloindness of their heart." 

. Again: Mr. Marshall refers (page 7) to the plant turning toward the light 
as being "natural". That is, we suppose, it obeys ,the law of its own nature. He 
refers to the mariner's compass pointing to the north,-this, as everyone knows, 
is the result of a magnetic affinity between the two. His other Hlus.tration is of 
a new-born babe seeking nourishment at its mother's breast. This, too, as' every
one will recognize, -is the result of obedience to the law of its own nature. Then 
he addis: "So, I ,believe, it is, in. the best ·s'ense of the term, natural for the 
spirit. of man to seek illumination and ·strength and! inspiration from the Spiri:t 
of God. I believe it is very important nowadays to emphasize the fact that re
llgion is really and truly perfe·ctly natural" etc. Let us lSee 'how far this agrees 
'w,lth the teaching of Scripture: "But the natuI'al man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishnes.s unto hiin!: n·6':Ither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned"; "No ma.n can come to me, ex
cept the Fath·er whoich hath sent me draw him: and I will raLse him up at the 
last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be a11 taught of God. 
Every man therefore that hath heard, and ha.th lea.rned of the Father, cometh 
unto Ine"; "They which al'!e the children of ,the flesh, these are not tlhe chiLdren 
of God." 

In conclusion we ask our readers to consider whether this address is not 
characterized. by some serious omissions. Again, we would guaril against all 
llO'Ssibility of misinterpretation. We are aware that a speaker cannot say 
everything in one address, and that there is danger of d.oing one an in
jus.tice by judging his silences. But th.ere are some things which are ele. 
mental One cannot write the simplest letter and ignore the alphabet, nor 
make the simplest calculation and ignore the multiplication table. Thus the 
fact of sin and redemption through the blood are elemental in enry true 
Christian experience. One finds it difficult to understand how one can dis
cuss. conversion, the new birth, the means or process of bringing a soul into 
right relation to God, without ever mentioning the fact of sin, or even 
remotely alluding to the death of Christ. . 

Mr. Marshal1's address undertakes ,to define the fUnction of religious, or 
spiritual education, and says it is one. of the ways ·by which a second birth 
is effected; but not once does he speak of sin, or repentance, or faith. Paul 
summarized the gospel thus: "I dectare unto yoU the gospel which I preached 
unto you, which also ye received, and wherein ye stand, by which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain. For I delivered' unto you fi·rst of all that which I also received. 
how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures;" and that he 
was buried, and! that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures." 

Let the Convention judge whether It wants a generation of preachers 
trained by such teaching as Mr. Marshall's address contains. In: our judgment 
no sort of educa..tion, no kind of new birth squares w.fth the teaching of 
Scripture which is based upon any other conception of sin than that it Is 
luch a deadly plague that nothing but the blood of Jesus ~hri8t God's SOB 

can cleanse the soul of its vIrus, and that It is such an he'inous offense agalns.t 
God, that nothing ,but the death of the Incarnate Godl can expiate Its guilt. 
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MISSIONARY CONVENTION, BAPTIST BIBLE UNION OF 
NORTH AMERICA. 

THE CHICAGO GOSPEL TABERNACLE, CLARK·HALSTEAD.BARRY. 
NOVEMBER 1 \to 4; 1925. 

Sunday. 
11.00 a.m.-Address: Dr. Wm. L. Pettin'giU, Phlladelphia, Pa., "The Holy 

Spirit· the Dynamic fur World-wide Evan'gelism"-Act'81 1: 1-8. 3.00 p.m.-Ad
dres,s: Dr. T. T. Shields, Toronto, Ont., "The Holy ,Spirit'a USIa of Scripture in 
EvangeUs·m"-Acts 1: 9·14. 7.30 p.m.-'Addrea'S: Dr. J. ,Frank Norris Fort 
Worth, Texa~, '"The HoIy Spirit'.s Method· .in. Mis'aionary Evangelism".!....Act& 

Monday. 
9.30 a.m.-Devo·tional. 10.30 a.m.-.&dd;res,s: Dr. O. W. Van .osdel, Grand 

RapidhS', Mich., "The Holy S'plrit and ·the Ordinances in New Testament Evan
"elism"~Acts 2: 37-41. 11.15 a.m.-Open Forum. 2.30 p.m.-AddresB': Rev. 
H. O. Meyer, Des Moine&', Iowa, "T'he Holy Spirit',s Manifestation of Miraculous 
P·ower in a Missionary Ministry"-Acts 3: 1-26. 3.30 p.m.-Address: Rev. H. 
H. Savage, Pontiac, Mich., "Persecution a Needful Experience in th'a Ministry 
of God's Prophets"-Act£l4: 1-3. 7.30 p.m.-Address·: "The Holy Spirit's Met.hod 
in AdmInistering Mission·s and Monies"-Aets 4: 32-37 and 6: 1·16. S.30 p.m.
Address: Dr. W. B. Riley, MhmeBipolis, Mln!ll. "The Holy Spirit's Independenee 
of Huma·n Ordination ,in Making EvangeUSltsI.-Acts 7: 1-60. 

Tuesd'ay. 
9.30 a.m.-Devotional. 10.30 a.m.-Add·resa: Rev. H. H. Savage, Pon·tiac, 

Mich., "The Holy Spl.rit'6 Approval 'of the Public and Private Ministry of a Lay 
Evangelist"-Acts 8: 1·40. 11.15 a.m.-Op8!ll Fo·ru·m. 2.30 p.m.-Address: Dr. 
C'ha",·. F. FIeld·s, Chicago, m., "The Holy .Spirit's Method in Adapting Men and 
Mission Fields"-Acts 10: 1-48. 3.30 p.m.-Addre8JS: Dr. John Roach :Straton, 
New York, N.Y., "The Holy Spir~t's Special Methoda in a Soul-winning Minis
·try to Men"-Aets 11: 1-30. 7.30 p.m.-Address: Dr. W. B. Riley, Minneapolis, 
Minn. "Tlhe Holy Spirit's Method of Defeating Man-made ProgrBlmme"-Acta 
12: 1:26. S.30 p.m.-Address: Dr. J. Frank Norris, Fort Worth, Texas, "Tlbe 
Holy St!irit'., CalI, Equipment and Commis.sIon of MilWlionaries"-Aets 13: 1-52. 

Wednesday. 
9.30 a.m.-Devotional. 10.30 a.m.-~dd·res'&: Dr. Wm. L. Pettingill, PhHa

delphia, Pa., "The Holy ·SpirWs Administration of ·the FiT8t OhrilPtian Funda
mentals Con·vention"-Aets 16: 1-41. 11.15 a.m.-Open Forum. 2.30 p.m.-Ad
dress, Rev. E. E. Shield8, Ohicago, Ill., "The Holy Spirit'., Method of Meeting 
False Phllo&ophies PQ.9J.ng as Rel1gion"-Aet.s 17: 1-34. 3.30 pm.-Address: 
"The Holy .Spirit's Method of Evangelizing the Great City Centre9"-Acts 18: 
1.28. 7.30 p.m.-Addres·s:: Dr. John Roaoh 'Strawn, New York, N.Y., "Tlhe Holy 
Spirit'·s Method of Descrediting the Diana of Ecclesiasticism"-Acts 19: 1-41. 
S.30 p.m.-Addre·ss: Dr. T. T. ,SMelds, Toronto, Ont., "T·he Holy Spirit'., M·eth·od 
of Meeting the Oons.piraC'Y of Eeclesiasties· and' Courts Againtlt His Mission
arie.9"-Acta 24 to 28. 

THE PASTOR'S COLLEGE. 

We Illave don'a oor fun duty in trying to elea1ll96 McMuter. It now ,seems 
'perfectly clear that we need another school, an·d of aon'Other sort. We need 
another type 0Jf trBlini,ng than 'McMaster Bupp.Jifes. From far and nea'1' we 
have had enquiries from ,prospective students. Al'80, we have had pledges o,f . 
mon.ey to a eonsiderable ·amO'llnt. It Is not true that we have 'been goin'g up 
an·d down th'e 'Country to :raf.se money. Ou·r only appeal 's'o far ha,.s oeen through 
these pages. . 

We are now abIe t. announce that we are practicaUy certain of ,being able 
to seeu·re one of the ablest preac:hers and teachers on t'he continent to head 
the eolIege, and that we ,h'ave the .men for the teachin'g stat! in view. Perhaps 
some pa'stol'S wilt now feel free to eneourage their tpeop1e to come to our sup
.port finaneially. We think it pos'sibie we ,may Ibe able to oegin-wUh some
what ir;regular coureee at ftrst--e.bout January. 


