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EDITORIAL NOTE.-This special number of The Gospel Witness 
is issued that the delegates attending the Baptist Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec may .have an opportunity of carefully studying 
the address of Rev. H. T. Marshall, the newly appointed Professor of 
McMaster Un·iversity. 

The address contains many ·good things; and we are sure our 
Baptist people generally will be in hearty agreement with Professor 
Marshall in his estimate of .the importance of caring for the religious 
welfare of the young. We are inclined to think, however,' that com
paratively few of our people will be found to agre.e with MI'. Marshall 
in his general attitude toward this subject. 

It is very difficult for the average person carefully to weigh the 
exact value of all the words of a speaker as an address is delivered. 
For this reason we had a stenographic report taken of MI'. Marshall's 
addr.ess; and we suggest that this address be read carefully with a 
view to discerning the real import of what Mr. Marshall says. Some 
passages. in the address which we think require thoughtful considera
tion will be found in bold-faced type. We ask our readers to judge 
whether these passages are in agreement with the Word of God. 

Mr. Chairman and my deal' friends: I feel that I lllust first of all thanl, 
you from the bottom of my heart for the very cordial welcome that you have 
given me to-night. In view of all the. terrible things that have appeared in 
print about me since I arrived in Toronto a day or two ago, I almost expected 
that I should be cUl'sed by this Convention; but I am very glad to find that 
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you have 'blessed me. (Applause). In fact, to tell you the truth, when a re
porter called on me this morning I was almost afraid ,to come; ,but I knew 
that in dealing with a Christian audience I could ·be quite sure that the vast 
majority, at any rate, would, show me Christian charity and good manners. 
I knew further that in dealing with a British audIence I could count on fair 
play; and, in faot, my experience of British audiences on the other side of the 
Atlantic has made me quite certain of the fact that there is' no. more certain 
way of winn.ing sympathy for a speaker_ than for someone to hit him below 
the bett. 

Well now, I have not come to talk about personal matters at all really; 
but you will forgive that little personal reference, because you drew it out 
of me ,by the kindly welcome you gave me. 

WeH now, I am to speak to you to-night on a theme that is very near to 
my own heal'lt-and I want to make It just as near and dear to yours-the 
question of religious education. in the churches. I am to speak to you, in 
other words, on the church's duty in the matter of the religious education of 
the young. And it was suggested to me that I should speak to you str.aight 
out of my own experience. 'Well, that is the only thing, of course, that r can 
do. I hesitate a little though to d'o so, simply because, as you know, all my 
experience up to the present has been in England, and 'it may be that a good 
many of my remarks do not apply to Canada; though to judge from the very 
little I have seen of re1igious education· in the churches in Canada, I should 
say .that ·the majority of the churches here are ahead of .the churches in the 
Old Country. 

Well, in considering a theme of this kind, I think the first question to be 
settled is, What is the mind of Jesus Christ on this problem? To my mind, 
that is the starting point always. That is the starting point even in religious 
and theQlogical controversy, although I am afraid it is sometimes forgotten. 

Remember, that it is one of the greatest achievements of Jesus Christ 
that He has introduced Into the wot:ld a new tenderness toward child life, and 
a new solicitude for the aM-round welfare of Uttle children. I need hardly 
remind you that Jesus 'Christ befriended children; and when. His disciples 
tried to drive away those mothers who brought the'ir little ones to Him-and 
there are some preachers to-day who are just as unsympathetic to little chil
dren-you remember how the Master forbade them, and took those little ones 
into His arms, and laid His hands upon them, and blessed them. We all reo 
member those great words of the Master: "Take heed .that ye despise not Ollll 

of these little one's; for I say unto you, That in ·heaven their angels do al. 
ways ·behold the face of my Father which is in heaven." We remember how 
the Master said, "Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 

It is a fair inference, too, from the gospel narratives, that our Lord r.=:. 
garded the greatest wrong ever done among men, the wrong that was com. 
mitted to a child. Ohrist was simply appalled when He confe8'sed that there 
were grown' men and women who could be stumbling blocks In the moral and 
spirltua1 life of a child, who would try even to lead a child to ·moral .and 
spiritual ruin. You remember how His anger was kindled when He found there 
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were people doing that kind of thing; and He declared it were better for such 
people if a millstone were hanged about their neck, and 'they be cast into the 
sea, than that they should offend one of these little ones: 

And that kind of thing is going on to-day. I remember a little while ago 
the Master of the Manchester Grammar School asked the very per1;lnent ques 
,Uon as to how it is in spite of an that the churches and schools are doing for 
boys and girls to·day, yet the general state of atfairs is very little Improved; 
and he simply appealed to the fact that in factories and offices young lads lI.nd 

girls fres·h from school eneountered men and women in middle life who encour· 
aged them to go wrong in three directions faltal to youth, and fatal to society. 
And he d'efined'the three directions as these-they aU begin with "B"-booz· 
ing, betting, and beastune8'S. And I want you to realize that the problem 
Christ faced 'is the problem that we face to·day; and when that problem aroused 
the anger of Christ, it should ·arouse the anger ()f Christian- people to-day. 
And then need I remind you that In His. post-resurrection talk with Peter, qur 
Lord, after assuring Himself of the love of th~s erring apostle of His, gave 
him <three charges: the first was, "Feed my lambs"; the other two were both 
couched in the same terms, "Feed my sheep." Now let us remem-ber th.at the 
first charge' was, "Feed my lambs." I am afraid many churches have reo 
versed the order. Chdst put the iambs first, and the sheep second: the 
churches of to-day often put the ·sheep first and the lambs second. There 
are lots of members in our churche.s to-day who want all the best for them. 
seLves, and the children can have anything. When we continue the figure 
that our Lord used, one might almost say th.at there are great fat sheep that 
want all the green pastures for themselves, and leave the scrubby land fol' 
the little lambs. -Let us remember that Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." Anr\ 
that is one of the first duties of the Christian church. 

Now, w'hat Inferen-ea ca·n 'we dra-w fro.m the ,plaIn te·a,.,hing of Jes"Us' Ohrist? 
Surely thiS': the C'h'llrch that is fa-ithful to her Ma-ster will regard it as one'of 
'tlh.e. first ~harges, upo·n Iher finan-cial ·reS'Ou'l'ces, upon oller time, her thou~ht, ;her 
love, he.r !plI"ay.er, her energy; and' o·ne o.f· ,th·e first con·cerns -of the IChrurcll- o'f 
Jesus Ch1'i·st a·nd- at! ·t!he .w,o·rkel1s· ()If the Kin~om {l-f God, is, to- care !for the m{)ol'wl 
and -spi-ritual eulture ()f the ohlld.l'en, and gro,W1ing boyS' an.d ,gkl:s. And I believe 
the true -dif.'cip1'a of Jesus Ohrisit always· s-hares' Christ's' ·paS!s.ionate m,ve of YOL\l-th, 
and Chriost',s -burning (ie-S'i·re for the aB-r-O!Und welfare of y·outh. In fact, U'seellll:s 
to me tlhat thosre gr·eat wo·rds·, "Feed -my -lambs," a-re the wOl'd-s' whi-c:h ,the· SpiLJ'!it 
to-cl·ay .saith to ·the ch'llrehes·. . 

WlaH _now, what Is -bhe -po-s"ition that flilces ,U9?, We 'see the a-ttltude of 
Chri-st ()n the matter. W-ha.t ds the present ,state of afllail'lS-?' Again, of -oour.se, 
I mL\lst aSlk y.ou -to -r·emem-ber that I d'l> not kn-ow mudh o.f Canadian ~ondition-s': 
I am .s-peak'ing myseH of condi'tionf.' i·n: En:giland, aJlthou~h I have ibeen. mId that 
they IIlpply ,pl"etty gener·aUy lev,eryw:here. I venture to .say the chu~C'hes 'have few 

\nor·e -s·ado.us ·problems -conf·ronUn-g ~er to-day tha.n the problem of -the d-rif-t of 
yo-ut'll from the Chrtstian chur.oh, and the dri.f-t increa'seS' in volume year Iby year. 
Th-el'la a.re two things ·whi-ch I I1hinm we all n'eed to know: in the first 'p1'aJce' -the.re 
is ~ ,go'oo- (i'eal of evid·enee -that eig-ht.y ,per ·cent. ().f our boy·s· and- -girlf.' in the 
Su.n.day ,Scho-ols -axe los-t to. I1he ch'li·rc·h some time during the Iper.iI<>d of ad-OIl.es
~ence, and ,sim-ply -dr.ift a'way into irreligion and .8J3cularity. -That is an wwfu!lly 

tra;gi-c thing. It i-s no -exaggeration to say that ninety _per -cent. of our. "hurch 
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membel'6 are lecl. to Oh~ist th~oug'h tihe in.1luenee IOIf the Sunday Sehool.· In~tead 
of thinking of t·he .fact .thwt: the youn·g people a,re trickling by .two'tJ and thl'E!e'·s 
into the ·churoh ,we have rather to ,concentrate ou·r thoug:ht on tlhe fact that in 
one great llood you.th 19 .d·riftoing away from the ohurch by .the !Soore. That is 
a very :serlous affai·r. Dr. Sha!kespa-are eaUell tihe attentlJon, of Eng1'ish Baptf.sts 
to It ·some Y'ears ag.o .w:hen he ,said' 'tha,t In chis' judgment the Ba,ptim. C!h'llr·oh ,in 
England 'WillS s"im~ly bleed4ng to death because it 'WaS losi'ng its boys' and girt1&. 
Bu,rely that is a distinct 'chlllUenge to the Chli9tian chuT'ch. 

And tlhen thla other ofa,ct that we have to reme.miber .is' tlhis: ·one of .the mo!St 
startUng revelations or disco'verieS' of the '~r, 'so far :as religious !pro.blems are 

. coneerned, was th'e fact that .thousands and· tholUsam.de of 801d,lEl'l's 'in ·the British 
armies in Fra,nce and F.Iand'ers 'who were utberly f.r.relig.lous, ,had 'been ,througdJ. 
the Sund1liY B·Ch.oo'~S' ,of England ·without gleaning even the most elementary 
notion concernin-g ,the ess·ence of Chr.fs,uanity. To my mind that is again an 
appalUng lItate of affair,s. 

Wiell ,then, what are the caus,es of thi9 d,rtft? I think it is' only fair to 
admit tha;t one .cause Is' to be found. in the genera.! condition 0If ooT ·modern 
civilizatIon. The church finds herseU to-day in a world where there are many 
coun'ter aUractions to :her ministry. Her appeaJ1 is on'ly one of the many 
appeals that find their way to the heart and mind of youth. The parapherna!ia 
·has g.row,n in T·ecant year.s, and growS' enolMllou:sly,-th:eatres, amusements, 
picture 'houses, ,wi-rellesS', .d·an-ces, and coun-t1e·s's· other things are ,bidding .for 
the .patronage of youth. And amidst this Babel of contentious voices, I am 
af,raid it often· :happen's that tlhe voice of 'the .churc'h ,ts aUog.ether dro,wned 
where ou'r mo'de·rn youth is eoncerned. But 'W'hBe all that Is true, :1 am afraid 
th'e ",hurch 'hers·elf is' 'partly .to blame ifor 'bhe d·rift 'O,f y.outh trom 'her mids,t, The 
churoo9s .in the !past, or a great many o·f them, ihave ,been too much ·conc·erned 
,with aAlults·: her m:O·st lavi:sh expenditure 'has. 'been upon aduats'; the best 
buHd.in,g,9 ,have alway,&, been !for aduI.ts; ministerial trainIng, for the -most ,part, 
aim·s at fitting men for dealing with adults; and ,ther-e a·re many ministers 
who conoentrate al'l thei.r time and str·en'gth u'pon adults. 

In fa.ct, I know mini-ster.s ·who are a1.tog·ether incapable of dealin'g wi·bh 
ch.l:ldren and ·grow'ing ibo~s' a·nd gi-rls, and who ,imagIne that that \.s· a .sign of 
intellectual ·superiority. It seems to me it .is a sign of ,their utter' inaptitude. 
For surely -if Christ was so careful in dea:ling with chIldren and boys' and 
gid-s, it shouId· 'be the ambition of every ·CihrisUan -minis,tar .t'O ga'in so·me !pOwer 
over the hearts of youth. There are many mtnisters to-day who 'seem to have 
·no !Dle6sa:gte for Y'OUth; .they are not 1·nteresied' in, you,th. For obv.iouSi reasoD'S 
I don',t propose to mention names, lbut I know one or two very d:isti~guis'h'ed 
,preaohe,r.s in Eng,land who can .only ·get hold 'Of peio.ple in ·middle Itfe. You 'can 
find ~e.jr chur-Cihe9 crowded, !but not a yOU'll:g man or woman· anYlwhel"a. Now 
I should ,be sorry to exercise a ministry that ·could not hold and grip youth. I 
.J4ke to think of what T,h!omas PhiHi·ps said-I mean· Thom8JSo PhiLUPIS of the 
BI.oom,s,bul'lY Central Ohurch, London. He told a. bo·dy .of ·min.fstel'6 SO!Dle time 
ag.o that they 'W61'1e add.reseing t'heil' 'sermO-Dg aU too much toO Ibhe deaconS'. I 
beHeve. tha,t i,Si true. Don't if'orget 'llie lads· in you,r .eongregation, .the youths and 
young 'men. If you are onlly a~pea1in,g to the d'oooon's "you aroe ifaiIi'ng in yonr 
work. I like to remember how Martin Luther, when he saw young men and 

t 
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,malden.!) in his' cong-regatiOon, forgot ~n about the grow·n-up folkos, and iP'O'\1l'9d 
O'ILt !hi.s !heart to t!hoem. 

Oh yes, I think anybod'Y 'who .lives 'near to Jesus Ohrist lWiliI. !have a warm 
place in hIs heart for youth; and I am afraid, brethren: we have been altogether 
too apt t() concentrate too much 'On preaching to the neglect ()f teaching. It is 
notorious that preaching ollten en-ough fails to In,spire Christian men and women 
with the 'idea of service. I know two great churches on the oth'er side of the Atlan

tic where there was great preaching, 4n one church for forty years and!m the other 
foor thirty yeal'S', and yet iboth .()If these chul'ches' a:re aI.mosot 'bankrupt for iStPirltual 
leaderos among ·booy.s and gIrls', ·and' youn'g men and ·women, in .sllite of ,the gJ'!e8.t 
preaching they had been listening to. I think there is something wrong there; 
and t!he ,result has Ibeen in manlY o·f our 'chul'ches bh·rough 'lack I()f. work~s, 01\11' 

Sunday SchooJ 'work haS! been badIy done. And I think it 's'h'01i1d ,be' mentioned 
'he.roe that the "w:'Omen al'la mOTe faithful on- the 'who.le than men. There is- a far 
larger !proportion 'Of women who are interested in the oSJpi~i,tual :welfare of gil"ls' 
than there are men who are intel'lasted ,in the 'SIPirituru weLfare of 'boys; and 
I lIIay, ,Shame on the .m'en, and !h'Onor to the ·women. In' my fl;fteen years. I()f 
m.inistry I oh-ave never found' any dHltculty ,to get cons'ecrated women ,to loO'k 
&ofter gJaols; but I :have been oonstantly in difficulty In- gettin'g. men ito look a.rter 
the boys and youthS'. Perhaps' you are better oft ion· Ca.nad.a,-I 'hope yoU' are. 

Wledl again, I thin,k there iSl a tend'ency ,to· lexa;}t talking above IWUrkdng. 
W,hat I mean LS thiS': I t'hink the platform o·ratar is, 1IIl00re 'esteemed, iby the 
churC'he.s than the quiet teac'her. NO'W, you kllJO'W, I am ibegin,n.ing to ·bet1ieV'& 
leM and ~ess in thia value o.f mere platform ()ra,tOory, and I am ,begln,n4ng to. 
·believe more and· m'Ol'S in the quiiet in1l.uence of Ohristian teaeh.!ng· exercised 
among lad,s and' girls year after year. Let m'a g,ive you an iJ.lu'S'trati'On of what 
I mean. A little whi'l!e ago we !had a grea.t ,meeting in Birmingham; and one 
of ,thla speakers- delivered a great oration 'against mo,dern ,paganioSlD. T,he 
orati-o·n was 'l'&Ceived ·with enthusi'asm, and the s:peaker sat down d·n· a ,thunder 
of applause. And I asked mys~lf at t'he time, What good, ill·as been, d-one? The 
Ipagan,s are not her-a; they are aU Christian people !here. It seemed, to lIIle' at 
,t!he ,time that the ,humbJe ,Oh~isti:an ma·n 'Or woman, die'Voting 'hImself m h~lIf 
quieitly through bhe yeaM', to try and 'bring a 'g.r()up of looSl or golds into living 
fellowship IWItJh JeSl\ls' Christ, is doing ·far lIIlore to· fight against modern paganism 
than. the lIIlan who :fulmi,nates.a;gain·S't pagani-SIDl t'O a Ohds.tian aud'llance. Tthere 
is n,o ·doubt .the quiet prleaoher Is ·doin.g ,mo~e '1'eal'work than ·t!he 'mere plaitf'Olrm 
'OratOor. 

Think, too, of the fine temperance· oration·s that are delivered to teet'Otal
ers·! 00 .to the Baptist Union meetings in London in ,the· 'Spring, and you' ·wUI 
find one of the largest halls in the city is chartere·d for a great diemonstration. 
;rhey get S'om~ of the leading orators' of the land· on the platform, and on~ after 
another off they go. But remember th'ey a~e all teetotalers! 'They cheer to tho 
echo, and! they think they have fought a great fIght for the temperan~ cause; 
and they have dOone nothing at all. 

I will teU you who !has do,ne someth1ng, and that is the men and women wh() 
are instilli-ng in lads and girls a great prejudice against alcohol, and exhorting 
them to remember that their ;bodie.BI are temples of the Holy Ghost, and insllir
ing them, by the grace of God, to keep thei'l'bodies in· temperance and chastity 
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-they are doing ·something. 'Nlus, I say, .we want not mere plettform talkers, 
we want workers; we want people who love Jesus Chrls·t with all their heart, 
and mind. and soul, and stl'ength, and who love young people with His passion, 
and tor Hi's Slake; and who are therefore prepa.red .to lavls·h upon the spiritual 
training and education of the young their time, their prayer, their money, their 
streng,th-thelr all. And thank God there are such people In the churches'; but 
we want more. 

And then again, ·brethren, I venture to ·say the church's policy has been 
wrong. And what I am going to say now is easily-capa'ble of misin·ter.pretwon; 
and misinterpretation Is a favorite weapon of the religious controversialdst. 
The aim of every Christian church that knows its business where young people 
are concerned is what? Their conversion. It th8Jt not so? Their spiri-tual birtb. 
'That (s the aim. Now I know what some peop~e .say: they say that a spiritual 
education dispenses with conversion, with tbe second ,bIrth. Tbat is utter drivel. 

. It ·does nothing of tbe kind. Spiritual education, as I understand .ft, is simply 
one of the ways' of getting thel"e; and it is a 'better way tban .tbe old way. You 
say, What do you mean? Well, I w.fl1 tell you what I mean. In the past, the 
chUrch, often enougb, -instead of concen·trating on the, spiritual care and culture 
of the young in the hope and prayert that, shall. we Slay, quite naturalIy some 
day their spiritual awaken.J.ng ·should come,. and th'ey s'hould appreciate the 
beauty and the glory of Ch:rist, and· g-ive themselves to Him in .the act of per· 
sonal surrender-ins,tead of doing that kind of thing the church has too often 
let the young people drift, and tben by·spasmodic effort-'by expensive missions 
held once a year-it has tried to bring them back a·gam .by fOrcing them 
·through all the throes of a psychIc revolutIon. Now, that Is a wrong method. 
T·here is no need for a ladl .to go to the devil before he comes to Christ. I don't 
beHeve that. And thIs error In policy, I think, ·has been due almost entirely to 
a false view of juvenile human nature. Well, I wonder what then about human 
n'ature where chlldren are concerned? You know some people think chlld~en 
are little angels', qu·ite perfect; ·some other.s think they are litUe devils, alto
gether wrong. They are neitber one nor tbe .other: they are just a mi~ture of 
the two. You don't need theology to teach you that-you. just need a child. 
1 have got one and I know! I bave seen it alL: I have seen >the good side and 
the bad side In my own ChUd. 

. Well now, the trouble 15 this, that.·so many peop~e In our churches have a 
poor'opinion of children, and o;thers have a great opinion of children, a great 
opinion of their possibilities. Some people think -cbildren· are inherently and 
incurably irreligious. I have heard some people say boys have no religion in 
them. Boys are very:silent; but oh, there Is a lot of religi'Ous feeling !In a boy. 
We asked some boys In England to tell uS' what their favorite hymns were. We 
thought we would get, "Onward, Christian Soldiers" and "Fight ,the Good 
Fight"; Ibut we did not get that ans·wer. We found that, ·in the main, the boys 
lIked hymns like this, "I heard the Voice of Jes'llS say". That was a' favorite 
hymn· among the boys. There is a lot of religious feeling in boys; and ~t is 
a lIbel upon children to sug·gest that child·ren are, by nature, utterly ir~eUgioUB. 

I will tell you what 1 'believe, and you can disagree with me whenever you 
li~e. I am here to say whett I think, and I am not going to ·trim my sails' tor 
anybody. I ·believe ,that God ·made you and me and everybod<y capable of 
&plr1tua.l life. I believe that we are 80 made by our heavenly Father that the 
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. spiritual Instinct is an Inalienable part of our nature, that It Is part and parcel 
of our constitution. I ,bel,leve that there never has been a greater word outside 
the Bible ever uttered than thIs old word of Augustin.e's: "Thou hast created 
us for Thys'elf; and our heartll' are restles,B until they rest in Thee." One of 
the most pathetie things you will find if you only look in·to ·the hearts of people 
outsIde the churcbes,.fs that utter restles·sness. They dron\t ·know what Is tihe 
matter, a lot of them. What they want :is God, and Jesus Christ Whom He has 
sent; Ibut they have not found Him. :And it is only that that can put them 
right. . I believe it is human to be religious. I believe it is sub-human, in 
some way abnormal, not to .be religious. I believe that just as it Is natural for 
a plant to turn toward the light, or the mariner's compass to point to the north, 
or a new-born babe to suck nourishment from its mother's breast-so I believe 
it is, in the best sense of the term, natural for the spirit of man to seek illumina
tion and strength and inspiration from the Spirit of God. I believe it is very 
Important nowadays to emphas'ize the fact ·that religion is really and truly per
fectly natural: and that Jesus Christ .Himself said that when a man really 
comes to himself and realizes ~II he needs, and the powers and possibilities of 
his nature-what does he do? He says with the prodigal son, '!I will arise 
and go to my father." 

Well now, that is important where the religious education of the chIld is 
concerned. When you and I give children religious training and education, 
when we take the" baby hands and put them together and teach the child to 
pray, we are not endeavouring to graft some allen growth Into the nature, or 
force anything 'iirlificial upon child life: we are simply and solely helping the 
child to recognize the best and highest and noblest possibilities of its own 
nature; and We are seeking to Initiate the child into the mystery of God •. It 
is a gl'eat thing to think like that about child~en. Remember that the church 
has a sublime opportunity in the youth that surrounds her. it is for her to 
supply the best p0!3s1'ble teachers, and to try to adopt the best possi·ble me
thods; and to fail to do these things is, In my judgment, a crime against the 
child; it is high treason to the Christian church, and to the cause of the 
Kingdom of God on ea·rth, and the ·base betrayal of the cause 'of Jesus Christ. 

But remember-and I must hurry on-remember that important as rell
g.ious training and! education are, they cannot do everything. But let us re
member that thalt is no argument against religious training and education. We 
have to sow the seed, we have to plant, and we have to water but It Is only 
God Who can. .glve the increase. But we must sow the seed with lavish hand, 
and water it assiduously. It is the busInel:ls of the church to ·see that its Sun
day School organizations are efficient. The methods adopted must be suited 
to the steps of child life: little children must be encouraged to pray and wor-. 
ship as Little children, and growIng boys andl girls must be encouraged Ito pray 
and worship as growIng boys and girls. And I venture to 'say out of my own 
experience that the foundation of all e.filcient Sunday oS'chool work is the 
weekly teachers' eonference, where you get live, keen, devoted, teachers 
spending an. hour and a half or two hours -in child study, i-n nature. study, and, 
chiefest. of all, In. Bible study-the Old' Testament and the New. And don.'t 
you ·believe that c.anard that I.don't believe in the Old Testament. If only my 
.Coventry .people were here t·liey would laugh the idea to Bcorn, because they 
know me. 
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Yes, we want that weekly teachers' conference. That is essential to the 
success of the ,Sunday School. And I would say, See to it that Sunday School 
work is ,supplemented by week-day activi.ties. The churches across the At
lantic that are the most successful are the churches that have adopted such 
organizations as the Girls' LIfe Brigade, the Boy Scout Movement, and the Girl 
Guide Movement. Now, I know that you have movemeDits of your own, ,but 
may I just give you a teaf out of my own experience? Four years ago I found 
that I was failing almost altogether to grip certain of the youths in my con
gregation. We formed them into a Scout Group, and I became the Scout 
Master. I was their minister, and their teacher, but through scouting I be
came 08180 their closest friend. I aroused their -interest in the wonders of 
nature, I kindled a love of life in the open air. We learned am'bulance work, 
signalling, and so on. I took them into a camp every year; I joined with them 
in their games; I went ,swImming with them in the sea; I joined with them 
in their singIng around the camp fire at night. And let' me ,say that never 
to my dying day shall I forget the way in which those lads joined in evening 
prayers around the c"amp fire,. It did my 'heart good. But what was the 
result of it all? I established close per,sonal friendship. And what was the 
result of that? All those lads began to listen to me on Sunday evening as 
they had never listened before; and as a result ,twenty-five of those lads duro 
ing the last four year,s or so, have professed their faith in ,Christ and passed 
through the waters of baptism. And when I left England a few days ago ·the 
thing ,that touched me most deeply was to receive letters from a lot of those 
lads, letters that I can scarcely read now without moist eyes; 'because those 
lads, many of ,them now just twenty or twenty-one, testified one after another 
how it was through scouting, one way or another, they had been led to find 
Jesus Christ, and ·the ·Christ life. The dlmcuIty of the times, I am afraid, is just 
to establish a point of con.tact. 

And then may I say one other thing? So far as church organization is 
concerned, it seems to me before we receive young people into our church 
fellowship they should ,be compelled to attend a church preparation class con
ducted by the minister ,himseLf. Before we allow our young people to pass 
through the waters of baptism and join our churches, they should be rooted 
aJid grounded in the principles of' Evangelical Christianity; and this work 
should ,be done by the minister. ,Eor years now I have done thlllt, and I per-. 
suaded my church iii· Coventry to make it compulsory, so that no young person 
could ·be passed as a candidate until he had had a satisfactory attendance lilt 
my church preparation class . 

. Well, as I was saying, importan,t as religious education is, it is only a 
help, it only points the way. Let me remInd you of those great words of the 
Apostle 'Paul. "For I make known to you, brethren, as touch·ing the gospel 
which was preached by me, that it is not allter man. For neIther did I receive 
it from ,man, nor was I taught H, but it came to me through revelation of Jesus 
Christ." Brethren, that experience Is the same, more or less, for everyone of 
us. After all real c9nversion, really and truly to findJ 'ChrIst, comes Il'bout only 
by an act of God in the soul, as the Apostle Paul teaches. I remember once 
meeting a day school teacher in Europe. He told me that he taught' English, 
and French, and reLigion. The expression struck me at ·the time as ~ery 
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curious· for If there is on·e subject 1n the world that ,you caD-not teach it is 
rellglon: . You can give religious guidance, rellglous instructlon,bu,t yc'u can
not teach reUgion. Vi·tal rellgion ·insomethlng unteachable; it Is sc;»met~lng 
utterly incommun·lcable from man to man. As Dean Inge says, "Religion can 
be caught, but It cannot -be taugM." Our sermons at the very best are .. bu~ 
crutches to help people on their spi·ritual way; 'less~n.s which have been toiled 
over, prayed over, wept over, can only be .guide-posts polntblg out t!) y~ung 
people the right way. Personal religion c!J,n ·be aroused in the soul only· as 
the soul Is made to feel the appeal of Jesus Christ, of the, Spirit .of Jesus 
Christ; and that is an act of God In the soul. And that appeal must not onJ;y 
be feU, It must be responded to, that is the act of personal I!urrender.. .It: Is 
the coalescence of God's appeal and man's act of surrender that makes man 
v.ital;ly rellglous. Rellgious education, remember, reaches its end, .its aim,. Us 
climax, and crown, only w·hen through the Spirit of God the young people voi
ull!tarily 'and freely surrender their w,hole hearts and lives ·to' Jesus Christ. 
And to play some lIar.t In that great task ds surely the greatest 'priv.llege and 
supremest joy that any Christian man or woman can ever know. . 

THE EDITOR~S COMMENTS ON MR. 
MARSHALL'S SERMON 

. On page . 6 Mr. Marshalli says, "Whlllt I am going to say now is easIly 
capa'ble of misinterpretliltlon, and misinterpretation :Is a favorite weapon' of 
the relig'ious controversiallst." We have printedl a stenographic repol'lt of what 
Mr. Marsha'll sald In order that our readers may interpret it for themselves. 
At the same time, we venture mhis observation: It ought to be ,possiblJe for a 
trained ,teacher-and Mr. Marshall's emphasis on ·the Importance and effec
ti-veness of oteach-ing surely impl,ies a claim to some ablllty In that direction, 
as does also his acceptance of a position on the teaching staff. of a uni
versity-it ought to .be' possible for such an one to speak with ·such plain
ness as to m·ake m"is,interpre.tatf.on alnrost an imposs·lbmty. 

On page ·6 M·r. Marshall says, "The aim of every Christian church 
that knows its business where young people are con,cerned is what? Their 
conversion. Is tliat not so? Their spi~itual 'bl.r.th. That .Is the a1m." This 
surely is .perf'ec:tly true. But let us see whe.ther Mr. Mar.s'hall explailloS! what 
he means by a spiritual birth. He complains' on page 6 thlilt the church ha~ 
faBed to dlO one thing, and hoas done something els·e. ·This' iso what It ought to 
have done: "·Concentrate on the spLr.itua·1 care and· cuIt~ of tlhe young in 
the ho'pe and prayer that, sha.ll we B·ay, quite naturally 'soome day their splrltu~1 
aw·akenin·g .should come, and they s.hould appreciate the ,beauty I;\nd the glory· 
of 'Ghris·t, and give ·trh!8m·selvesl to Him In the act of person-aI IImrrEmder." 'We 
as'k our readers whether that s,pirltual awakening which we speak of as the 
r.ew birth. eve.r ·comes' "quite naturally"? We have greatly m!,s.llaken. ,the m·e:an
ing ,of the third chapter of JOlhln if i.t be correct to In,terpr-et the new birth Uli 

comln.g "qudte na.turaUY,"-UThat which is' born of th'e fle.sh is· flesh; and that 
which is 'bor-n of the Spirit !.s Spirit." 
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.. .. Agaili on bbe same page Mr. Manhall d·escl'lllbes the church's "wrong 
method" ·by saybig: "In.steadl of doilng that ki·nd of thing the church has .too 
often let the YQung· people cki1)t, and then .by sprus.modic efi'oOrt-by expen6'ive 
m·issoJ,ona ·held on·ce a year-it ha·s tried to brin'g 'them back again ·by forcing 
them ,t!lroug·h all the throes of a psychic revolution." 'Surely Mr. Marsha'll is 
referring to evangelis·tic effort. Thi.s wa.s the method of Wesloey, and of WMt
·field, and of Finney, aIIld of Spurg·eon, and o·f ,Moody, and of many othertS·. 
Were ,such co·nver.sions· as these gr.eat evang>elistic efi'-o.rts produced noth,ing 
more than "psychic revolutiontS"? Are 1!uch Wlondtel'i& of gmc'e ,a·s those great 
·mov.emen,ts wi1-n·essed to be psy·chologically ·explained? ·This· Is Modernism in 
full flower. Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick could ·scarcely have surpassed .it. 

Once again: Mr. Marshall tells us (page 6), "This error in policy, I ·thln.k, 
has been due ,a;lmost entirely to a faloIl'e view of juvenile human nature." We 
would npt m;j,sd:nter~et Mr. Mars'hall, Ibut why the adjectdv'e? In what re.spect 
does "juvenile human naoture" differ from adult human nature, except in de
velppmen,t? When the Scripture says, "The carn·al mind is enm,j,ty aga-i-n·st 
God: for·it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be", does .that 
apply w "juvenile·" humtan nature? ·wnd -if no,t, WlUl ·Mr. MamhaII tell us: at what 
age the mind of "juven"Ue" 'human· nature becomeS' "carnal" and "enmity aga1n,st 
God"? 

There is no doubt that such ev,a.nge!.ism as Mr. M-ar.shtaU de·scl'ibes as the 
"worong method'" Is based upon a certa·m "view" of "human natur·e," both 
juvenile and adult. Such evangelism i·s· ibas'ed on the conv,iction th'at that 
which .is Ibo1'll1 of bhe· fle.sh is· flesh, no matter how youn'g or how old it j·s. 
Whet~er .such a view of human nature be a "false" view, "let the ·Scriptures 
answer: "For we have befGr·e proved 'both Jews· and Gentiles, thtat they are all 
under sin; as' it is written, There is none righteous, no, not on,e.: there Is none 
that under-standeth, there :Is none that seeketh after God. They are all gon'e 
out. of the w~y, they ,a·re together become unpr,ofltable; there is· rume that 
doeth good, 1;1.0, nOit one"; "And you hath he qUick,ened, wh{) were dead in 
~res·pa6selr and sins; wherein in· time past ye walked according to the course 
~f this world, according to the prince of the power of ,the air, the spi-l'lt that 
now wormth in .the .chlldren of disobedIence: a~lOng whom ·also we an had 
our conversation in times 'past in the lusts: of our flesh, fulfllUng the dlesires 
of·the flesh and of .the mind; an·d were by nature the ·children of wrath, even 
as others." 

w~ ask our readers now to turn 'back to page 6 and read the lines· Ilrinted 
in bold type. Her·e Mr. Marshall says: "I beHeve that Wle are StO mad·e by our 
heaven:ly Father that the .spiritual instinct itS an dnalienable part of our nature, 
.that it is part and par,cel of ·our conISttltutio.n." The iScl"ipture Stays: "For I 
kno,," that in me (that is, in my ,flesh,> dwelilet-h no good tMng." "And you hath 
he ·qurickened, w,ho were de·ad ,in tres·p&StSes ,and sins"; "Having the under
standing darkened, ·be~n·g ·alien'at~d from the lifoe of God throug,h the ign{)rance 
that is in ,them, becaUis·e of the bl,indness of their heart." 

Again:· Mr. Mars·hall refers .(page 7) to the plan·t turning toward the light 
as being "natural". That is, we suppose, it obeys the Jaw of its own nature. He 
refers to the mariner's compass pointing to the nor.th,-this·, as everyone knows, 
Is the result of a magnetic affinity between .the two. His Gther ntus.tratlon is of 



I 

October 21, 1925 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (423) 11 

a new-born ba·be seeking nour.ishment at its mother's breast. T·his, too, as' every
one will recognize, .is the re'suIt of obedience to the law of its own nature. Then 
h·e addrs: "So, I ,believe, it is, in the best ,srense ()f the term, natural f<>.r the 
spirit of. man to seek illumination and ·strength and! Inspiration from the Spirit· 
of <rod. I believe it is very importan,t nowadays to emphasize the fact .that re
ligIon ·.is .really and trlily 'perfectly natural" etc. Let us rSee 'h()w far this agre·es· . 
with th:e teaching of Scripture: "But the natur.al man re.ceiveth not ,the tMngs 
of the Spirit .of <rod: for they are fooI·is·honess unto him!: n·eUher can he kono'W 
them, becaUrse they are ,spiri,tually discerned"; "No man can c·ome to me, ex
cept the Father wMch hath 'Ben't :me draw him: 'and'l will rails·e him up at the 
last day. It i.s written 'in the pl1o·phets, And they .shall be al1 taught of <rod. 
Every man th~refore that hath hea.rd, .and h'a.th lea.rnedr of the Father, cometh 
unto me'''; "They which are the childre.n Of the f.lesh, these 'are -not tlhe chUdren 
of God." 

In conclusion we ask our reader.s to consider whether this' address is not 
characterized! 'by some serious omissIons. Again, we would guard against all 
possibility of misinterpretation. We are. aware that a -speaker cannot say 
everyth.ing in one addre·ss, and that there is' danger of dioing one an IIi
jus;tice by judging Ms silences. But there are some .things which are ele
mentab. One cannot w:rite the simplest letter and -ignore the alphabet, nor 
make the si-mplest calculation and ignore the multiplication .table. Thus the 
fact of sin and redemption through the blood are elemental in every true 
Christian experience. One ·finds it difficult to unders·tand 'how one can dis
cuss conversion, the new birth, the means or process of ~ringing a soul into 
right relation' to God!, without ever mentioning the fact of sin, or even 
remotely alluding to the death of Christ. 

Mr. MarshaU's address undertakes ,to define the function of religious, or 
spiritual education, and says it is one of the ways ·by which a second birth 
is effected; but not once does he speak of sin, or repentance, or faith. Paul 
summarized ,the .gospel thus: "I declare unto you the g·ospel which I preached 
unto you, which also ye received, and wherein ye stand, ·by which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed >in vain. For I delivered unto you fil'st of all that which I also received. 
how that ·Chr.ist di-ed for our sins according to -tile Scriptures; and that he 
was buried, and! ·that he rose again the third day accordin-g to the Scriptures." 

Let the Convention judge whether It wants a generation of preachers 
trained by such teaching as Mr. MarshalL's address contains. In our judgment 
no ·sort of educa.tion, no kind. of new birth squares with the teach.ing of 
Scripture which is based upon any other conception of sin than that -It is 
such a deadly plague that nothing but the blood of Je'sus -Christ <rod's Son 
can cleanse the soul of its virus, and that it is such an heinous offense against 
God, that nothing 'but the death of .the Incarnate Godr can expiate its guilt. 
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WHAT MR. MARSHALL SAID TO THE lPRESS. 
We print 1lelow the re,port of an in.terview with Profess'or H. T. -Marshall 

which appeared in The Evening Telegram of October 19th. It speaks for 
itself, 

Professor Marshall informed The Telegram to·day ,that he has been en· 
gaged in the ministry in the Midlands of England. He had received the 
invitation to ,come to McMaster, and had accepted i,t. 

"Are you a supporter of fundamenta:lism or modernism In your ministl'Y?" 
Professor Marshall was asked. 

"I am neither," he replied. "I dis1l.ke any la,bels." In Britain the .term 
"fund!amentalist" or "modernist" is not used. There were undoubtedly con· 
servatives' and liberals -in religious beliefs in Britain, 'but they are not synony· 
mous with the two words so frequently heard -in America when religious 
matters come to ,the fore. 

Believe Divine Inspiration. 

"Do the' Liberals disbelieve the Virgin Birth?" Professor Marshall was 
asked, to which he replied ,indirecUy by stating that in Britain there are 
many LiberaLs' who, while not acceptin,g the literal me'an,ing of some parts of 
,the Bi-ble, are yet quite willing to believe -in its Divine inspiration. An 
instance of this is the Book of Jonah. Professor Marshall says this book 
contains a very free message, and the LIberals accept it as' being divinely 
inspired. 'Professor Marshall is addressing the Baptist Convention at Hamil· 
ton this evening, but he is not dealing with this subject at all, 'he says. 
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