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"IS THERE ANY MODERNISM IN HEAVEN?" 

A Sermon by the ·Pas·tor. 
Preached in J·a.rv-i·s Street Ohurch, Toronto, Sunday Evendng, Sept. 13th, 1926. 

(Steiliographically reported) 

"·But ,unto the Son !he •• th, Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever: a 
sceptre Of righteou·sness is ·the sceptre of thy kingdom."-Hebrews 1: IS. II I J;lFORE [ bOgm th. ___ a of tho "Ojoe' ann"",,,, I .... "'" even'ing I .&'hoOuld 'like to. tell you ef a very in,teresting eXJ)erien·ce J 

had ofJhis after-n{)on. Since this mo·rning's, 'Service J had a delightful B metor trip af one hundred mile·s, thro'llg,h d:rlvi,ng rain, with plenty: = of mu·d thmwn -in, "When I s'puke to you tM9 ·lJlol"Il·tng, I supposed 
~ the ·baptismal service annaunced ;for this afternaon at Alwn was to be 
, pastpaned on accaunt o.r ·the heavy rain; 'but the young preacher, aur 

Brather M<lGinlay, had announced that there would be .ba.ptism if i·t 
snowed! There was· IIlOthing ·to d.o, 'therefore, but toO carry out thte programme 
announ'ced. I 

After a &-ive of ll.fty moiles, we re·ached the pla.ce of baptism jusrt ,beyond 
the village o.f Alton. About faur hundT'ed peo.ple 'had aeseml>loed .on ·the banks 
of the pond. There were' twenty-S'even to be ba.ptized·,-fi.fteen· men. and· twelve 
women. They all Ilillsem:b1·ed in a :large ~am ,for prayer and ins-truction. I trIed 
to .pray with them; but I confe'&s it wa;s almost too. much. tor me, alB I remem
bered Br.other !MeG-inlay's can:version and ibaptism such 'a short Ume· ago. I 
think it WIllS' o-n-ly ifJhIree a:ud a :h8Jlf years ag.o he used to 'sIt 'in the back ISeat 
·there, n.ot very well pleased when anybody as·ked .h·im if ·he·were saved. Yet 
God ,saved him, and cSent him out preacb,i'P'g 1Hi.s ge.s-peI. Last -summ.er :r went 
aut to where ihe 'had been preaching fOil"' :two weekis, a.n.d, ,baptized twen.ty..six 
converts. In the [ofrttle viHage of Alton of abOut four -hundred people, tJhrougih 
the testimany .of iBrmher !McGinlay and 'his caHeague. (Brother W. G. BrQlWn, 
one hundred and twenty-eeveu, he.ve a1·rea.dy professed' oo·nversion. Notwith
standing 1Jhe rai-n, ·there must have been about fOUT 'hundred people :present 
,this afternoon to wItn.eSoS the ordin:a.nce of 'baptism; and tw;en.ty.even were 
buried in .. the Uken·eoss of IChris-t',s. death,-al·l ad:q,ltB except one young [ad of 
fifteen or sixteen years. Thi~ is but O'Ile mere l)roof ofIhat ·the day of revive.16 
d.s not ,PIIISt'. Our God r.s the same yesterday, to-day, and foorever; and ofJhe gas·pel 
is stUI "the' power of.God :unto &alva.tion· to every.one ·that ~elieveth." I dellv-
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e~ed a hrief address, for I had ·not time for ·mQre; but I administered the 
ordinance; and when I leflt, 'BrQther IMcGinlay ,was \preaching like a steam
engine. 
. Now, how about"the rest of y.ou YoOung men? Why cann'Ot you gOo out and 
do tlla same thing? T·hat is 'how the gospel was spread in 'apQ'stQUC times,
men met Christ, and proceeded at once ,to tel'1 to all around what a dewr SaviQur 
t~ey had found. The Q·my. ambition I 'have foOr this place is, that it may be· 
Ilk·e those a-p"OstoIic ohurcheS', f.rom which the Word 'Of the LQrd ·SlQunded out 
tQ the end·s of the earth. Let us bQW in ·prayer a moment ·before I announce 
·my text: 

".0 Go.d, we ·thank Thee that ThOll dost hear ·PQQr ,sin·ners whe·n they cry. 
We .than,k Thee for a place where the blQQd is sprinkled, for 'Our great High 
Prioest Who has enJtered into the Holy .of HoUes wi1!h His' ow·n bl'Ood, the·re t'O 
appear in Tilly presence for us. Thou ·hal!'t prom'ised the H'Oly Spi-rit· Thou 
hast promised that He wi'll take 'Of th·e ·things of C~ist and reveal thein unt'O 
116. We thank T·hee ,fQr what we have w·itnesS>ed ·this afternoon and this even
ing_ If we know our OWlll· hearts, we would rather see m·en turn 't-o God than 
anything else In Ufe. We pray Thee to grant us t·his to-night, .0 Lord We 
besoeech Thee to grant us Thy Spirit. There may be som·e young men he·re 
oo-nitght 'W\ho 'ShQuld be preachin.g Thy Word. Lay Thy hand o·n .such an one 
a'llod send him out W'lth the mes>sage of sa1vatiQn. Speak to young ·men and 
women tQ..nigoht, amd tQ tho'se of UOS 'Wlh'Q hav·e been longer in the way'. 
May we feel the mIghty ,power of Thy SpirIt in tMs service, al!' we tur·n very 
simply to some .of the truths 'Of Thy WQrd. BlesI!' us; and bri·ng Into captivity 
every thoug·ht to ,t.:h'e obedien·ce of C'hrist. May this be a night 'Of salvatio,n to 
men anll wom·en; and of· glory tQ Thy great ,name, f-or Jesus Christ's ·sake. 
Amen." . 

I ·might take one of many texts this eveni·ng, hut I think I wU1 turn ·to the 
epiatle to oIlhe Hebrew,S' and give yQU an Old Te·s.ta·ment text, qu,oted in the 
New Testament: "Unt'O the Son he 'saith, Thy ,throne, .0 God, ds for e'9'er and 
ever: a .sceptre of righte'Ousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom." 

It is in my 'milnd tQ .s·peak t'O YQU fall' a f·ew mInutes to-night on the questiQn, 
"Is 'there any m'Odern'isom ,in heaven?" Thell'e is plenty of it In· the earth; and 
i·f there' is anoy .place where it cannQt be found, I s'hQuld lIke ,to g'O tpere, very 
much indeed. Some of ,the critics have a. :theOll'Y ,that the reiUglQn of the 
Hebrew·s, the reUgion 'Of the .old Tes.tam·ent, was an imitati'On-an' Im·prQve
ment let it be admitted-<but an imitatiQn of the religiQns of the hea;then; that 
they '·a.re all of a cQmm'On orlgi:n., and have been evolved out of the religi'Ous 
con'sciortlsnen of men. 

Tillat· ois :not wihat the Bible says. The early part of the Old Testament
frQm E:mdl1ls forward, at least-is 'Occupied very largely with the stQ,ry 'Of 
the bu.JJ1ding of the tabernacle, and iater of the temple; and the relati'On, of God's 
people to the g:reat truths which were ,there symbQlized. Tille Old Testament 
itl!'elf tens us ·that Moses made all things a,ocQrding to the pa.ttel'n that had 
been shown. Ihim in t'he mount. It was not made after the ,plall6 and specill.ca
ti'Ons of man: it WaI!' made after th·e patter.n that had been s.pecially s·hown, tQ 
him in ,the mount. YQU II".emember somethin-g of the ;Holy 'Of HoUes· wherein 
W8A! the al'lk Qf the eovenant, and ·the mercy ·seat:; then there was' 1!he oseparatlng 
veil, 'WIhich separated the Holy of HQUes frQm the hQly place. And wi,thin 
that veM the 'high priest ,passed but once a yellir o'n the great day of atonement; 
and then 'he carried the ,bio,od of ,sacrifice, and ,s'prinkled it on the mercy seat. 
There 'Were go1den belllJ round a'bout his gum-ents: "A ,gQlden· be}'l and a 
pomeg:ranate, a golden ,bell. and a 'PQmegranate"-I. talked tQ y'QU abQut thll;t 
a yea.r or ·so ago-and when the high priest went W'lthi~ the· YeJl, a·nd the vell 
clQsed behind ihim, although ,the ·people could nQt sell ihim 8A! he m·Qved about 
in, the exerei·soe of hIs high and· iholy ministry, th'ey 'heard the music of 'tihQ·se 
goLden beH-s, telUng :them that the :high priest. thQugh they CQuId not see him, 
was alIve· and had entered intQ the HQly of HoUes in their behalf. A little Jlllter, 
when th~ people of God were estab1i&hed in their own. land, David de'sired 'tQ 
build a tem-ple. Th·e Lord fo~bade ihim, and· tQld him that 'he mig.ht make 
pr-eparaotl'On fQr one; but that his son ,SQIQmQn shQu·Ld rea:lly erect the structure. 
And that was erected after the ·pattern of the tabernaC'le; and when the hQ.use 
waS' finioshed, Solomon, a ty,pe 'Of Him W,h.o is' bQth PrQphet, P·riest, 'and Kmg, 

, , 
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s.pread abroad h18 hands and prayed. When ·he !had ·made an 'end of pray.in.g, 
fire came d.o·wn ·fu-oon heaven, and the g.loo-y.of the Lord fiHled the 'house. 

And when y'Ou ·come int'O tJhe New Tes·tam·ent you fi'lld· that the taber.nacle 
and the tem.ple, made after the ·pattern shown'in the mo.unt w·ere reaIfy .made 
a·fter "the ·~tte1'lll.. of :thingS in the heave·ns"; a:nd that the Holy 'Of HoUes, and 
the .separatIng veil, the holy place, the a;Uar of sacrifice, the altar of in.cenlSe, 
and the ,priest standing in the tem·pIe 'OtIlel'ing the sam·e 9acrifice again and 
agatn-that aill this 'Was made· after the pattern. of heaven'ly things. That i.s 
w:h~e Moses got oft. He did not get it firom tJhe ·surroundin.g pagan. tribes: 'he 
got '1t from heaVien. And I think it is ·possIble to eohow you that all tihe great 
fundamen~.9 of the faith! have a large .place in the life of. th.ose wh'O eoee Ohri'llt 
face to fail&. 

i. 
The car.dinalprinciple of ·modernism is that it denie9 the divine in:spi·ratio.n 

and authority of the Word .of God~ of the Bible. You may lSeek to evade it as 
mu-ch as YoOU will, but that is the foundation of the whole matter: .m.odern.ism 
denies that ~he Scriptures are divf.neloy .fn~sllired, that they are the Wo.rn .of 
God. I ·wonder atow they would ail count foil' the effect 'Of that Word ·preached 
·by that youn·g man at Alton? I wonder how they wiill explain that? 

This critiC8JI attitude ,towarn. ~e Word of God is no new thing; it'i9 not 
mod·ern in a,.ny ·true ·sen·sa; It ilS at 'least as old as· the garnen of Eden. That is 
where the th~ng began· fIIO far as human his·tory has any ·record of it. It was 
there the Devil denied the ailCUll'acy, the tIl'uthtulnes,s, the authority, of the 
Wore of God. And, of cours,e, he ha9 been· dOing it ever sinee. Th.o.se of 'US 
w·ho have an.ythi·ng to do with om·ce work ·k·now how important it is· to have a 
good fl'ling ·s'Ystem. I have found· tt on many .occasions exceedin,gly useful ·to 
,have an accurate copy of lettel'S I ,have written. S'Ome ·people ·have wished 
that I 'had not a copy of some· thingos-but I have a g.reat many co·pies: I have 
not ·publ'ished ~em aU yet. But it- is a good ·thing to. have a co.py 'Of w·hat you 
say, because we ·may 60metimes fO·I'!get. But i·f it i.s dow:n in black and white, 
just as wihat I am now sayjng is being taken down-thell'e can 'be no di'9Pute 
about It. 

'Once upon a time the. Lorn inspi.red Jeremia;h to dictate His Word to Baruch 
the .scribe. It was written in a roll; anu "it was ultimately brought into tlbe 
presence of .the ki·ng. The king sat in his winter ·house, and a fire burned 
upon the hea·rth before hIm. The scdbe beg·an. to read the holy rol'I.; and wihen . 
Jehud-i ,had ,read ·three or four leaveB', he cut it with the :penknIfe, and threw 
it into the fire that was· burnin·g upon ·the !hearth. I suppo·se he said, "We 
!have fintshed that anyhow; we have burned that; we have done with that 
:recoro; that can ·never be :repeated." But scarcely had' ,the work of destruetion 
·been completed w:hen· the Spirit of the Lo·rd came upon t'he prophet and said, 
. "Take thee again another roll, and write in it al'! ·the formw w.ords that Well'e 
in··the first roll, whtch Jehoiakim the king of Judah 'hath burned"; and the 
Spill'it ()f God "i'Ctated w'Ord ,for wor·d· what was in the ,roH 'Whioh the ki~ had 
destroyed. And th·en He ,said, "And thou ·shalt add thereto many like words." 

So the roil was reproduced, Why? Because, as the Pa&lmtst 'said, "For
ever 0 LoIl'·d thy word is settloed in heaven." There ~s rio doubt in heaven 
abou't the ins pi-ration anu authority of Scripture. .And let.me teR you a.nother 
thing: there i81 not the ehadow of a ·doubt ali out it in h~ll elofJb.e1'; fo·r "devil!!' 
also ,believe, and tremble"-notmth:s~~ding OUll' dea,r frien"",. Dr. Bland, and all 
the roest o.f them. That is seUJ..ed, my ·friends. ("praise ·God.!;" "Halle1ujlllh!"). 
And i,f all the 'p1'Ofessol'lll cou[d' 'get together a.nd, blim a1o1 the Bibles n'Ow ·in 
exf.stence, the Spill'it o,f God could and 'w.pUld pro~uce a duplicate. word for 
word; for there is not one Sllperofluous word in the Book. There i81 n'O doubt. 
w.hatever about'the i-n·s·pi:ration a,n.d auth'Ority of the Word of God In· ·heaven. 

iII. 
There is ·another eardinal principle of evangelical faith which modernists 

deny: they have apecially trained their destl'ucUve guns 'Ilpon'(the .doctrine of 
the virgin birth of our Lord. iSome theological students seem to be greatly 
puzzled about that . .J fraDlkly say that I have never had the slightest dilficulty 
about it· 'but I will tell you why they are puzzled: it ibelongs to a realm where 
God is ~upreme; it is a supernllltural event, supernaturally recorded, in this 
supernatural ··Book. i[ am prepared to hear all that the man of science has to 
say on these things, I am prepv-;)d to accept all that the naturaUst has to say 
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from a naturalistic 'p.oint of view; and when they tell me that it eould not be, 
I say, "You are quite correct, sirs, it 'could not 'be on the natural plane; ,but 'if 
once you :postulate God, if once you :believe God-i,f there be a God-then to 
Him all things are possi'ble." As to the 'Virgin 'birth of Christ, I want to tell (You 
that ,there is someone up there who kno()ws all aJbout it: lGaJbriel is there. I am 
going to have a ta1k with him some day. Yes, I !believe we shall have the Book 

, up in the glory, 01 verily ibelieve we shall; and it will be d.nteresting to sit down 
with the archangel-we shall ,be above the angels; and it will ibe no condescen
sion, let me say it to God's praise, it w1ll 'be no condescension for an archangel 
to talk with you: or me some day, not a b~t: "'Thou madest h1m a little lower 
than the an,gels"-i()nly for a Uttle while, however. The angels will Ibe our ser
vants. And it will Ibe a high pr.ivilege to sit down with Gabriel and say, "I 
would like to read the dirst ,few chapters of Luke with you. Tell me all aJbout . 
it." Mary's lips will !be ,unsealed then; we shall 'know as ,we are known then. 
But there is not the shadow of a doubt about U, that the inspired Word of God 
is true: "The Holy Ghost shall come 'upon thee, and the power of ,the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that ,holy thing whicb shall, ,be ,born of 
thee shall ibe called the Son of God." 

III. 
'Then, of course, the outcome of that truth is the great central fact of the 

Christian revelation: the eternal ISonship of Christ, the essential Deity of 'Him 
Whoo was laid in -Bethlehem's manger. You will never have propounded to you a 
greater question than that which is asked of every generation, and will be asked 
until the end of time, "What think ye o,f Christ? whose son is he?" Let me 
remind those of you who think on this su!bject at all, that you cannot part 
company with the ,doctrine o()of thEt ins,piration and authority of Scripture with
out at last surrendering ,the doctrine of the Deity of Christ, with all its impli
cations as to 'His a;bsolute infallibility. 

I have said it to you so often: I am sure of the Old Testament be,cause the 
Lord Jesus has told me it .is all true. Did y,ou know that? 'Study your gospels. 
and you will find ,that He 'has put 'His imprimatur u,pon every part of the Old 
Testament; to 'Him it was' the very Word of God. What shall we say of Him? 
D1d He know? Was He subject to human limitations? lDid He !play upon the 
Ignorance of 'His contemporaries in the days of His flesh, when He talked ()f 
Jonah's :being in the belly of the whale, when He predicted real Ninevites' 
standing up ,in the judgment? Did He really ibelieve in ,the historical accuracy 
of that scripture, or was He ,merely taJking ,the prevailin'g view? He could 'not 
'be my 'Saviour lof He did not 'know; and if He ,knew it was not true and did 
not tell me, how can I trust Him? Oh, no, my friends, IRe iknew. He is Qo()d! 
What do they say in heaven? "Unto the ,Son"-what do you say about Christ?' 
What do you say aJbout Him? Whose Son is He? What is your answer? I 
can tell you what heaven's answer is-"Unto() the ISon he saith, Thy throne, 0 
God, is ,for ever and ever." That 1s what they say about Christ in heaven. 
They do not say it in some o.f the ,colleges. But I do not care what 
all the theological seminaries in the world say, if [ can get Heaven's. 
judgment on this question; and Heaven says of Him, ''Thy throne, 0 God, ds 
for ever and ever." I thin'k we will let it rest at that. What do you RaY?' 
("Amen!" "Hallelujah!"). 

IV. 
T,hen there is another ,great truth that the modernists deny, and that is the

doctrine of the \blood, the doc~rine o(),f the blood atonement. How o'bjectiona:ble 
thStt is to many! It is unthinkable In these modern times to say that men are 
saved through the Iblood! Well, what do ,they say about it in heaven? John 
was rArried forward 'by the Spirit of the Lord into the day of the Lord; and he 
heard and saw wonderful things. He saw One sitting on the throne having a 
book written within and without, and it was sealed; and ,they asked, ''Who h: 
worthy to open the !book, and to loose the seals thereon" They could flnd no 
one in heaven and no one in the earth, who was worthy to take the book, and 
to Jift the mo'rtgage of a sinful world. John wept until the angel said, "Weep 
not: 'behold, the !Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David hath prevailed to. 
open the book." Did you sing to-night: 

. "For the Lion of Juda shall ibreak every chain. 
And give us the victory again and again." 
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If not, you will have to sing it before you go home. "The Lion of the trIbe of 
Juda . . . hath prevailed to open the Iboo;!t." ~d J'ohn said, "I beheld, and, 10, 
In the midst of ·the throne and of the four ibeasts, and in the midst Of the elders, 
stood a Lam·b as i·t had been slain." Then he heard music; aud they were there 
out of every nation, and kindred, and peo.ple, and tongue;- and they sang 11. new 
song 'before the throne. When they sang it, the whole uni·verse joined In the 
chorus-everything in earth, everyth·ing in the seas, and, I doubt not, the myriad 
starry worlds. What -did they sing? Oh, don't you iknow that matchless oratorio, 
"Worthy is the iLamb that was slain to receive ;power, and ri·ches, nnd wisdom, 
and strength, ·and honour, and glory and blessin'g." 

.Why? Because 'He has ·redeemed us iby His ibloood. That is w·hat they say 
in heaven .. They sin·g such hymns in heaven as yoil have been singing here' 
to-nig·ht. They sing, "There is a .fountain :filled with iblood." There may be 
new music, but the sentiment will 'be there; and we shall sing, "Worthy is the 
Lam:b." I would lilke to get read.y to sin'g that song now, would you not? I 
would like to get a little used ·to it before I get there. ·So I thinlk we had better 
sing 81bout .the Iblood as often as we can, because that is what they are singing 
a;bout in 1 the glory all the time. "Worthy is the ·Lamib that was srain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory and 
blessing." ISO, ·there is not any modernism in heaven on that aC'count, is there? 

Well, there are some people on earth who have ou-tgrown-or think they 
have-this gospel of grace, the .gospel of redeeming grace. I mentio·ned it last 
night, I saw an announcement somewhere as :I was passing along the street, 
that a good 'brother was going to preach on, '~e actual and the ideal city". 
Well now, I have no special competence to discuss taxes with you. I do not 
know half as much about that as you do; you have more property than I have, 
and y()u -know ,how much you have to ,pay. There are a great many things in 
which preachers are not particularly expert; Ibut some of them have a little 
sense. The building of better streets is not our ibusiness. I am very glad of a 
paved road; and as a citizen, to ta:ke my part in helping pay ·for it. But in 
what are they supremely interested in !Heaven? What are they interested in 
up there,-in your ,sociallservice .prog,ramme·s,·doyou think? your,substitution 'Of 

. education .for ·e·vangaHsm, thi·s ·invertIng of the law·s of Oirder, is that wlhat 
interests Heaven? Well, II will tell you what the Lord Jesus said-and He ought 
to know, because He has been there--;He said, "There is joy in' the :presence o.f 
th'e an·gels ·of ·God"-what about?-"over one .sinner tJhat repentet'h." He· .sald 
that is what makes Heaven happy. If ·that ·be so, do you not think. we had 
'better spend I{)ur time in trying to get sinners to repent? That will help to 
make music in: Heaven. 

V. 
Then there is another thing that people ·do not Uke to tal:k llibout, and that 

is the resurrection of Christ. ,Mr. Fosdick, with all his intellectuality, frankly 
says about thIs matter, "I am ,puzzled." Now, ·that is a great condescension for 
Mr. Fosdick, to admit that anything in ·the universe puzzles him! He settles 
everything! But there are Sl{)me things that ;puzzle this great man-and the 
resurrection is one of them. He is so puzzled a·bout it thlllt he says, "I do not 
believe in the resurrection of the flesh." He does not Ibelieve that the body of 
Christ did ever rise from the dead. In the New Testament we read that the Lord 
.Tesus wen-t out to the mount of Olives,. and took His disci-pIes with Him; that 
He spread aJbroad 'His hands in ·blessing; and as His hands'l~ere Ufted up He 
was ,parted from them And He took t·hat material 'body that had 'been in the 
grave, that had eaten' a piece of 'broiled iofl.~h and ~p. honeycom-b, the body in 
which His sp.irit had tabernacled when He said, ''Handle me, and see; ·for a 
spirit bath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have"'-with that body He went 
out to Olivet; and while He blessed IHis disciples, 'He was parted .from them and 
taken up into heaven, and a Cloud received Him out of their sight. And while 
they were gazing-don't :find fault with them now for doIng tHat, for that is 
exa.ctly what you would have done-and while they were 'gazing up into 
heaven, there stood by -them an angel wh,o said, ''Ye men of .GallIee, w·ky stand 
ye gazin·g u.p into heaven? this same Jesus, which is talken up .from you into 
heaven, shall so come in Uke manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." 
Read that .prophetic utterance in the Psalms: "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gate9: 
and be ye lift on·p, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 
Who Is .thls King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the 'Lord mIghty in 



6 (334) THE GOSPEL WITNESS Sept. 17, 1925 

battle. Lift up )"Our heads, 0 ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in." And He went in-He went in-He 
ascended into heaven; and is seated at the right hand of the 'Majesty on high 
in a lbody of fiesh and ·bone. . 

"Oh," you say, "that is very materialistic; I never thought of that ibefore." 
W·hat did He do with His 'body? Why, my friends, the whole teaching of Scrip
ture requires it. What are these wounds in 'His hands, and the mar·k of the 
'spear in His side? They are the proofs that He is there as y<our Intercessor and 
mine. By the right of His own sacrifice 'He entered in, we are told, not with the 
blood of others, but with iHis own 'blood, there to appear in the presence of God 
for -us. ISo that there is ·no doubt a.bout the resurrection of Jesus in heaven . 

. There is no modernism on that account. They know that He is risen, f<or He 
is there. 

VI. 

.And then that other ,truth, His coming a.gain-His coming again ("Halle
lujah!"). Oh, how they gnash their teeth at the thought that He is coming 
again! Why ~s it? Why is it so many, even professing Christians, seem to 
be so bitter toward that great truth of the .Lord's return? I do not know. God' 
help us that we may be so prepared as to Ibe numbered among those who love 
His appearing. Would you love to see Him? WoUild you reaUy love to see Him? 
Oh, i,f I Gtnow my own heart, I thinik. I would rather see Jesus Christ with these 
eyes of fiesh to-night than I would see anything this world can give. Anyhow, 
they iIlave no doubt about iBis coming in heaven; because J·ohn says that when 
he looked he "saw heaven o.pened, and 'behold a white horse; and he that sat 
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and 
make war. His eyes were as a :flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; 
and ·he had a ,name written, that no man knew, ibut he him!lelf. .And ·he was 
clothed with a vesture dipped in Iblood: and his name is called The Word of 
God. And the armies which were in heaven fo~lowed him u,pon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and olean. And out 'o,t ,his mouth goeth a sharp 
sword, that with -it ·he should smite the nations; and he shall rule them with a 
rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the :fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty 'God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, 
KLNG OF KiI'NiGS, AlN'D LOOO OF LORDS." 

II am inclined to think it would 'be the part of wisd<om tor us to accept what 
they accept in Heaven. 'I think we had 'better stand 'by the old gOSlPel, don't you? 

I wonder how many of you wan,t to ,go to Heaven? That .is Old-fashioned, I 
know. W,hy talk about Heaven? Well, why not? Why not? To be a.bsent from 
the body is to !be ,present wUh the ILord. iHow many of you would like to go 
some time? :If the Lord shoUlld tarry how many of us would atke to goO to be 
with Him? And if He should come, how many of us would Uke to meet Him 
in the air? If you would, you had better 'begin by getting in agreement with 
Heaven. You had 'better accept the Word as it is accepted there. Do you 
believe it? I.f you do, I will tell you what follows: unless you have been washed 
in the blood, regenerated by the power of the Holy -Ghost, you are still a sinner! 
I heard Brother !McGinlay just as we were driving away to-day-we are gOing 
to have ·him here,-w:oUJld you Uke to hear ·him? Well. we will have Mm preach 
here some time--.I heard him say as I was turning out of the lane to come 
awaY--i8.D.d there was an echo all about among the hills-I heard him saying, 
''You are condemned already." 'He is an old-fashioned fire and brimstone 
preacher, thundering 8IWay ·there 'in~lihe name of tbe Lord in the countryside, 
with ·hundreds 'of people standing iIi' the wet grass listening. Yes, that is what 
the Word of' God says, '4He that Ibelieveth not is condemned already." 

Then you had better ·get ready, too, 'by believing tha,t we have a divine 
Saviour. I heard you singin-g as I came in here to-nIght: 

"Is He yours? Is -He yours? 
lIs this Saviour who love!! you, yours?" 

'Let us !prepare to meet Him, my ,friends. 
And as for the Iblood: how do y.ou ex;pect people to sing, "Worthy is the 

Lam:b that was slain", if they have not been washed in HIS !blood? How is that 
possIble? In the nature of the case, we must get ready here. . 

·So, I ·bring to you this sl:JJlIlIle old-fashioned message to-night of the finality 
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of the Christian revelatiop., of the everlasting ,faithfulness of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost; and I tell you that He can save every one of us; He can save us 
to-.nig~t. Shall we all y·ield to Him to-night, will yOU have done with your O'wn 
thmking? You remember the story of Naaman when the prophet said to' him . 
"Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy 1Iesh shall come again to thee: 
and thou shalt be clean. But Naaman ·was wroth, and went away, and said, 
Behold, I thO'ught, IIIe wi[I surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the 
name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place and recover the 
le:Per." iNaaman went away in a rage, saying, "I thought at le~st he would have 
come to. me; and here he has not even pu·t in an a.ppearance, but says, Go wash 
seven times and 'be clean." His servant said to him, "My master, if the 
prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldst thou noot have done it? how 
much rather then, when he sai·th to thee, Wash and be clean? ~en he went 
down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the 
man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the fiesh of a little child, and 
he was clean." . 

'If salvatiO'n were offered to you at the price O'f one thousand doll'l.1"s YO'U 
wou!ld get it somehow. "Oh," one of y.ou wiLl: .say, "I n·ever ·had a thousand 
dollars all at o·n·ce 'in my,life." Perhaps not but you would get it ,sO'mehow. If 
salvation were to be had for a 'price you would sell everything you !have. T.hat 
is why Roman Catholicism bu-Hd·s great churc!he,s',-'because It 'sens salvatiO'n: 
it is to' ·be had at a price. But .sa'l·vatiO'n. tJhat is in. ChrIst I-s God"s free gift. If 
we would dO' so·me great thing, how much ·rather when ·he aaitih, "Was!h and be 
clean"; '~elieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." •. 

As I was preparing for baptism thts afternoO'n among thollle splenddd young 
·men-I do not know W'hether they are faTimers, or what they are; but they are 
all finely-built, splendid ,fellow.s, one of twO' ·men, I ,suppo,se, would 'be 'past sIxty 
yeal'\s,-they prepared in the barn, a.nd the ladies in the farmhouse nearby; and 
as we 'Were getting ready we could -hear the three or four 'hundred .people who 
were gathered at ·the watemide to witness tJhe ba.ptism, .9in·ging: 

"What a won'lie·rful change i·n ·my life has been w·rO'ught 
Since Jesus came into my ·heart!" 

As -they were 'B·inging it dow·n there, th0ge new eonV8d'ts joined ~n. T,hey were 
singing' it because 'He -had cO'me into the·ir !hearts, ·and a wO'nderfu:l change thad 
been wroug·ht. . . 

I cannO't tell you how it ha·ppens·, my friend.S', I 'IJnlly know tJhe moment we 
put our trust in Jesus Chri'st, He .does come into ·our ihearts; and the miracle is 
w.roug·ht; and we have etler·nal life. Will you have it to-night? Will you come 
now? 

(A large number came forward.) ----
A GREAT ·PRE-CONVENTION BAPTIST 'BIBLE UNION CONFERENCE AT 

HAMILTON_ 
The rBa.ptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec will meet in the Stanley 

Avenue Church, -HamiUo,n, OctOber 16th to '22l!d. The ,Baptist Bi·ble Union wid! 
hold a pre..convention 'Confet:ence in :Hami·l~on, 'begi~ni,ng Tuesday evening, 
October 1I3th, and running thro1l'g,h to Thursday evening, OC~p'ber l5th,wlth one 
session Tuesday, and three,sessions Wednesday an,d Thursd~y. By .the CO'urtesy 
of the Deacons 'Of James Street Church, ·t~e.!Bapt1st !Bible Union Conference will 
meet in their magnilficent auditorium. TM8.church~is central to the :whole .city, 
and 'We are most grateful ·for the hospitality afforded iby the ,brethren of James 
Street. '. 

Tohe programme of su'bjects and spe8ikers will !be announced later. We are 
able now -posioUvely to announce that iDr. W. !B. Riley, of iMinneBIPolis, wUl be 
one of the speakers; and we ho.pe next week to be 8ible to announce some others 
of continental reputation. 

The abject of the Conference wiU be ·to lay em.phasis specially upon the 
necessity for a great spiritual revival, and for renewed consecration to mis
sionary service at home and abroad. The Conference wUI endeavour to show 
that such revival can never come by compromise;. but onty 'by whole-hearted 
devotion to' Christ, and to the ".raUh once for wII delivered to :the saints", O'f 
w·hich He if! the Sum. Look fOT fU'l'ther 'particulars next week. 
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EDITORIAL 

THE DAILY PRESS REPO.RTS GREAT REVIVAL. 

The folilowing articles are reprinted ,from The Toronto IBtar, ,the first from 
The Star Weekly, and the other two from The Daily Star. It is most grll;tifying 
to see a secular paper 'giving such space to reUgious news. It certainly suggests 
that a very real chan-ge must have taken 'Place in the village of Alton, when a 
daily PlIIPer takes notice of it. We print this story .because we 'believe that 
nothing promotes revival U"ke a report of a revival. Already we !have received 
letters saying, in effect', If such iblessing -can come to .Allton, why cannot we have 
a -like experience? We ibelieve this story will inspire people who read it, every· 
where, to pray for a great spiritual awakening. 

Certain lessons (l·f value may 'be learned from the Alton revival. -It suggests, 
in the first place, that the gTeat need of the hour in all our churches is men 
on fire for !God. !Mr. Brown, of OrangevHle, los still a young man without a very 
long experience; 'but who loves the 'Lord, aond 'believes ·the gospel with all his 
heart. 1Mr:. McGinIay, while a year or so older than /Mr. Brown, is probably still 
younger'in .grace; and has had much less training. 

We 'believe in training; and we have no dou·bt that !Brother McGionlay wUl 
be a still more effective preacher as knowledge and experience are increased. 
But the fact is, that the work at Alton is not to ,be accounted for on the ground 
of college infiuences, 'but solely on the ground of the preacher's spiritual equip· 
ment. Last summer iMr .McGinlay went to the East an·d West Nissouri churches 
and preached .for II; couple of weeks, with the result that the countryside was 
awakened; and it was our great privilege on one week·evening,!We believe wbout 
Sept., 1924, !before a crowded congregation, ion the Uttle East iNissouri Church 
to ·baptize ,for him twenty-six converts,-and this in a church whose baptistery 
had been dry for some years. 

Brother IMcGiDilay came to Toronto last fall to bid his Pastor, and other 
friends, good·bye, before entering upon a ·cour,s·e {J·f 'study in the Moody In.sUtute, 
Chicago. We strongly recommended 'him to go to ,MCMaster University instead. 
He followed our advice and went to MCMaster; and we have no dou'bt has pro· 
fited not a little 'by the instruction received there. We do not undervalue such 
training as a college can give when we say that a man's usefulness in the iLolld's 
serY-ice primarily dE!!!,lends upon his relatio.nship to \Christ, upon his conviction 
of the truth of the gospel, and upon his Illhsolu.te dependence upon the power 
of the Holy Ghost in its proclamation. The .A:lton revival should encourage 
eV'ery young man who :has the minlo9try in view, to !stir up the gift that is within 
him, and to 'begin at once to exercise it. If we had our \Way, we would not 
reoogn,ize any man as a ministerial 'student i·n &ny college,. unti'l he had 'proved 
that he 'had re-oeived from -God the .gIft which alone can qualify a man to preaC!h. 

• iAnother lesson to be learned fl'om the Aiton revival is that wherever there 
are unsaved men and women, a ,Spirit-filled preacher can 'find an opportunity. 
Too ofte·n young ,men· are content to bui:J..d upon oth'eI'!s' foundations; a·nd whi,le 
they are ion college they cast about them to see if they can find a church already 
built and waiting for a 'Pastor. Here is the story of two youn-g men who go to 
a ,place where there are only four hundred inhabitants, and no Baptist church; 
and pre&eh the gOs!pel in such ,power that in a few wee'ks they have 'brought 
together a ·company of converts, who themselves request the organization of a 
Baptist church. We should not ·be a :Baptist if ·we did not 'believe that Baptists 
(we use the term "BlI;ptists" in the historical sense, as meaning those who hold 
and contend .for the faith 'once for all delivered to the saints) hold and teach 
the truths of the iNSIW Testament.' We can see no reason why our churches 
should n-ot 'send out huridred,s of youn,g ·men- w,ho will d·o what these young 
men have done,-go where there is noG Baptist church and preacih -the gospel 
in such a way that iBaptist churches will be formed aill over the 'land. We 
believe also tha.t churches thus formed, and their wor·k carried forward under 
the leadershIp of the very men instrumental in their establishment, would be 
a:bundantly: fruitful to the glory of God. 

Still an(}ther lesson is to ,be learned from the relation of this rev-ivaI to 
what is call1ed the ''United Church of Canada." We have no dou·bt thll;t in the 
United 'Church ot Can&da there are many thousands (}f devout .followers of 
Christ; 'but the constitution of the United Church, and -the methqds 'by which 
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the unio·n was effected, are so far from the ,principles of the New Testament 
that the distance is a;bsolutely immeasurable. And we are convinced that many 
of the people who have entered the pnited Church will discover that the autu·, 
cratic ,principle of -its. polity w1lI make s,piritual freedom ilIlij)ossiJble. These 
young men, of course, had no thought o,f opposing any church, nor do we' sug
gest any sort of campaIgn of opposition; ,but we do suggest that every effort 
ehould be made to preach the ·gospel in our ow·n land The 'Baptists of Canada 
never in their history had such an opp'ortunity ,for a;ggressive wOl"k as we face 
to-day. 

Another matter which is especialily gratifyIng to the writer of this article 
is that othe new church to 'be formed 'Septem'ber 18th, wiU 'be founded upon the 
Bible as the W',ord of God; and will adopt the Baptist !8ilble Union Confession 
of Faith as its doctrinal statement. 

We !believe ,the influence of the Alton reviva,l will SiPread throughout the 
Continent; and we ,print the story of it in these ,pages to 'helop to spread the news. 

The following articles were illustrated in The Toronto Star !by .large cuts 
representing ddfferent scenes in Alton, including :the cro.wd attending the bap
tism and some candidates in the water. But these we cannot reproduce. 

TWO STUDENT PASTORS WIN MANY CONVERTS. 

Have Been Conducting Successful Revival at Town of Alton_ . 

DR. SHIELDS PLAYS PART. 

,To Officiate .When Thirty Are Baptized in Lovell's Pond To-morrow. 

(,Special to Star Weekly by a ,Staff Reporter). 
Alton,' Sept. 1'2 .. --JPreaching the old-fashioned gospel, two youths in their 

early twenties, student-preachers ·from IMDMaster Un,iversUy, have conducted a 
religious revival here which has shaken the whole community. 

tAt ,theIr meetings one ,hundred and twenty-seven men, women and young 
people have come forward to the front of the hall to sign,ify that they ·have been 
"converted". The total iPo-pulation of ,Alton is a little over ·four hundred. 

,Sixty-three ,people have signed a document asking one of the student
preachers to stay with them and start up a BllIptist church in what was before 
solely a United Church community. 

About thirty persons are to 'be 'baptized to-morrow afternoon ,by immersion 
in a 'Pond near ,Alton village, as the nucleus of the new Baptist church . 

.Among these is the superintendent of the United Church ;Sunday ISchool, and 
many who 'have 'been life-long 'Methodists and 'PreSlbyterians, as 'well lilS many 
·who have not felt ,the in·fiuence of church for many years. 

The two youthful !lvangelists who have accomplished this are James Mc
Ginlay, aged 214, formerly student-pastor at lEast and West Nissouri, near Lon
don, Ont., and William 'Gord·on !Brown, aged 2,1, student-pastor at Orangevllle 
Baptist Ohurch, a son of Rev. W. J. III. Brown, of Annette Street 'Bapt1st Church, 
Toronto. .McGinlay is just wbout to st8.1'<t his second year at McMaster, iWhUe 
Brown has this year finished his !B.A. wor.k and is eo-mmencing his theology 
course. 

, 
. 'Th,inks One Church E·nough. 

"The revival has been a wo·nder·ful' thing f,or the community," 'said W. 0.' 
Chllln·tler, one of -the "to-wn fathers" of Allton, wh{) gives an impa;rtial opinion 
of the work o,f the two young men. "Not that the town WIllS any worse than 
any o1Jher place of I-ts S'lze in ·the Domi.nion, for It wlllSn't, but t,here were 
pos·sibly ma-ny that were not being reached by -the church, and anything that 
reaches these and 'brings peop.le out to ohurch ;js in my mind a good thing." 

While :in hearty support of the revival meetings, which he said ·he had 
attended 'himlself o.n several oceas·io·IIJS, M·r. Chan.tler dId not. favo;r starting a 
new church in the vUlage. , 

"We uni,ted the ·Methodist and Presbyterian congregations Ibecause we felt 
that 'One churc'h and 'One minister was aU that the village could support iu the 
way that 1t' s:hoUild be d<one," said M~. Ciha.n,tler. 
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"Not that I have anything again.S'!: another c·hurch starting as against the 
c'hureh ilj'JSelf; 'but I thoug·ht and stHl ,think that one C'hurch is a'll that w'e ('an 
support he'l'e," he sa,id. 

Rev. T. T. Shields There. 
The ceremony of imm,ersion to-morrow afternoon. at th·ree o'clock 8.:t 

Lovell's Pond will be ,performed by Rev. Dr; T. T. S'hield.s, of Toronto with 
the two young men as'sisting. About ·thiTty win be baptJized then, with' other 
baptiosms la:ter a's the church growe. A crowd of from five to six 'bund,red 
persoIliS is expected to watch the pr,oceedin.g,s, as people ,ilrom aU over t,he 
dIstrict, of w,hatever denominati.on, are coming to view it. 

James /McGinlay is the young man really responsible for the great revival. 
for ,he was the ,preacher at the services which were organized ,by Mr. Brown, 
from ,the O'l'angeviHe 'church. A 'stocky, :red-headed youn·g Scotch,man, Mc
Ginlay s,peaks with the fervor and ,the 'bluntness which Knox and Wesley must 
have u.sed' in ,their day. Only twenty-fQur now, he' ,shouhl, go far in Ibils ohosen 
proof-esslon of the m,I.n;iS'try. 

His own ·story Is 81n interesting one. "Until four years 81go I had never 
been in a church or a ,Sunday ISchool In my life," he told The Star. "I never 
had had any use for chu:r·che's, 'W'i'th no earl(y Ireligious 1lra1ning. T·hen· Iliad 
worked with, a Ger.man 'contractor in We'stern ICanada, Wlho was IIIn agnQstic, 
and what he taIked about I had, abS'Orbed. 

Went to Toronto Church. 
"Then about ,four years a,go I was in: Toronto after IIIttend'ing the funeral 

of an aunt, the on,ly blood relative I'had In Canada. I was s,taying with friend·s 
and as I cou,ld not very well get out of it, I went on,e nig,ht 'to ihear Rev. T. T. 
Shields, in Jarvis 'Street Baptist Church. I d,id not li'ke it a ,bit. But, as I was 
their guest, I kept 'going with these ,friends for about three month's, until finally 
I was converted. 

"I was in busine,ss' in' Toronto at the time, but the bus-in6S,s later failed. ' I 
went down ,to the States, and whi'le there at a meet4ng I suddenly felt the spirit 
to preach. I preached then, and [ ihave 'been preaching ever since." 

McGinlay has just finished his first year in English theology at lMoMaster 
U.niversity, a'nd next year is' entering h,is fir,st year in arts. During the, year 
he has had charges at East and /West iN'issouri, where he showed such pheno· 
menal succes's as a .preac'her that it 'led ,his schOOl-mate, Brown to ask Mm to 
take the revival ,services at ·Alton. .. 

Discouraging at First. 
,McGinlay tells of the three lWeeks of services. "The ofirst night I came I was 

never 'so discoura'ged in my IHe. It waS! eight o'·cloOck, the time the meeUng 
was to s,tart. No peIrSOn met me and 'there was ·not a .single 'peT-son in- the hall. 
Everyone to whom II tried to speak on the street moved away ,from me. That 
n'lg·ht I ,preached ·to three Alton peo·ple, ,besides ,the few from, Orang·evi1Jle w,ho 
came down with Mil". Brow,n. 

''Every night for the lfirst little while we had to 'bring people from Orange
ville to the meetings, 'priming' the gather,ing with peo,ple just like a farmer 
primes a pump. But soon the people ,begllin to come, and by the end 'ot the three 
weeks the town hall, where we have 'been holding our meetings, was so crowded 
that not all could get in." . 

,Turning to what he preaches, McGinlay says: "I teach ,the old-fashioned 
gospel, the fundamental tru1;hs ·on which olir church is 'based. To-day possibly 
the Baptist Church stands nearer than some other churches to the old truths 
as they were preached years ago. 'It'. is the simple story of the BIble which 
moves the hearts of men and women as nothing else can. 

'~:U is not to me that the credit is due. It is to the tru.ths" which I am' 
merely the :insturment to 'bring to the people." 

Just 21 Years Old. 
'Mr. (Brown gaye. a few of the figures which illustrate the growth of the 

revival services which ,he had ,thought would !be good to start in Alton. . 
He himself, although he Is now only ,21, has lor two years belm the pastor . 

of the Baptist Church in Orangeville. When he Mme, the church had 0'2 mem
bers; now it has ~6. 'He is a tall, studious-looking young man,. most enthu· 
sIastic over his calling, in which he is following his ,father's ,footsteps. 

On the first night Mr. IMcGinley was there, a Monday, there were only three 
Alton people present. This was on a IMonday. On Wednesday one girl "came 
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forward for salvation." On Thursday night six more people foHowed, and on 
Friday still six more. From' then on the numbers .rose, until the final night, 
three weeks later, there were fifty people at the 'front of the hall, with 20 of 
these for the .first time. The hall was packed to the doors with 241 people 
present.' " 

IMr. ,McGinley states that during the rev-i·val meetings he 'had never men· 
tioned the !Baptist IChurch, nor alluded to the question of ibaptism. 

~It was salvation that I preached, calling the people to repent," he said. 
"Then w.hen it was over, the people said they would 14ke to keep what they had 
gained, and aslked me to found a Baptist church here." 

To Organize Next Friday. 
Organization of the new church will take .place next IFriday night. Those 

baptized Sunday and all others ;included for the next month, will make the 
charter mem'bers. ·Although only a'bout thirtJy are expected to be immersed 
during the service to·morrow, sixty,three persons si-gned the roll calling Mr. 
iMcGinley to start a church. The church .principles they will ·follow ·will ,be 
the (J()nfession of Faith of ·the Baptist Bible Union of North America, of which 
Rev. T. T. Shields is President. . 

Both Mr. McGinlay and Mr. iBrown are strong fundamentaJists, and all their 
preachings are founded on the Ibel·ief in the implicit truth of everything .in the 
Bible. It is a straight gospel message they ·bring. 

"It is a miracle-what these 'boys have done in Alton,' said T. Lyons, one 
of those who are being baptized on :Sunday. His wife willibe with him. ''II have 
never known anythin-g like dt in my Ufe," he added, saying that he now fully 
'believed in the Baptist /Church although he had always Ibeen a a.\iethodist him
self and was the superintendent of the new United Church Sunday School where, 
he taught a lar·ge class of twenty·eight young people. 

Husband Disliked Church. 
One of the most outstanding stories ever told of the power of the gos.pel 

was narrated to The is tar .by a: woman who has several cMldren. 
'~My husband has never liked me going to church, ever since we were 

married .. J: had Ibeen brought up to go to church, .but with him -it was different. 
"I always felt inside that '1 was not bringing up the children right, that 

none of them would Ibe Saved. iBut:r could not do different without my hus· 
band's heLp. I tried to go to church, :but it made him angry, and I never felt 
that I was right. 

"Then I went to one of the revival meetings and asked Mr. 'McGinlay and 
Mr. ,Brown to come to see me. Il'hey ·came and we prayed, and I told them my 
troulbles. II ·have felt such a wonderful peace in my heart ever since. Some of 
my children ·were converted, too, at ·the meetings. 

"When my ,husband heard of my attending, he .became awf~lly an·gry. He 
swore something terri'ble, and ordered ·me out of the house never to return. 

Now Goes to Worship. 
"I refused to go. I felt no anger towards him, as I ·would have done before, 

but only a ,great pity. 'The next night he heard me praying for him and he 
carried on something terri'ble again. 

''!Finally the next d~ he was 'touched,' and he .came to me, ,put ·his arm 
around me and asked my forgiveness. rr.bat night I got him to go to the revival 
meeting, and now he is to be baptized with me on Sunday. 

"The,change in our',family is too .;yvon!lerfu-l for words; My husband is kind 
to the children and never says a hars~· (word. H:,e does ,not drink any more like 
he used to. He never swears, where he used to swear all the 14me. He goes 
to church·, when he had never gone 'before, and every night and morning we 
have famIly worsMp, somethIng we have never had before." 

Even United Church Steward. 
Among the converts to the two YOoU,thful evangelists is a ·man who was one 

of the stewards of the United Ohurch, another man who had not been inside a 
church door for twenty years until he came to a revival meeting, and many 
others, both young and old. 

One white·haired lady, in speaking of the change, said: "\My husband and 
I have been iPreBbyterians all 'our lives, bu,t we are ibeing J.mmersed on Sunday 
and joining the Baptist Church. Many others froID' the United ·Church, both 
former Presbyterians and Methodists, will 'be in the new chur·ch, while I expect 
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that in a little while, although they are rui.nging ,back now, many of the anti
unionis-ts will come into it. 

"There has never been anything that has so stirred up the village whUe I 
have 'been here. Every person is lining up on one side or the other. You can 
lIee a 'b1g change in the village, too, with more interest in the church than 
they ever ;had 'before. Another dnstance is' the men who used to stand on the 
street corners, so that one could hardly ,pass, are there no l'Onger, 'but are in 
at the church servdces." 

W'hatever is the Iflnal result of the religious revival that has struck Alton, 
it is a stupendous thi,ng ,that these two young men s-hould so affect with their 
preaching such a large proportion 'Of the village's iPopulation. Nearly one-third 
of .the village's population professed conversion, a:bout one-seventh signed a 
cail to a new minister to start a new church, while aJbout one-eighth e:x;pect to 
be Ibaptized into the 'Baptist Church. 

NEW BAPTIST CHURCH IS BORN-TWENTY-SEVEN ARE 
BAPTIZED. 

Rev. T. T. Shields, of Toronto, Assists at Culminating Service in Connection 
With Revival Conducted by Two Youthful Divinity Students at 

Alton, Near Orangeville. 

(ISpecial to The Star 'by a Staff Reporter). 
Alton, !Sept. '14.-IBeneath 'grey skies and :beside the still waters o.f Lovell's 

Pond, the Baptist ,Church of Alton was Iborn here yesterday afternoon when 
twenty-seven men, women and young people were ibaptized by immersio.n. 

It was the climax of the rev,ival services conducted here by two Toronto 
student-.preachers ,from MdMa:ster University, James McGinley, aged 24, and, 
W'illiam Gordon Brown, aged 2a.. 

Into a ,staid little Ontario village where a Baptist church had never Ibeen 
opened before, ,came these two young'men to iPreach ".the old-fashioned gospel." 
Their success has 'been astounding, for in a 'Village w-ith a population of a Ht,tle 
over .four hundred they otbtained one hundred and twenty-seven persons who 
came forward to the front of the meetin'gs as "converts," whIle sixty-three signed 
a call to Mr McGinlay to be their 'Pastor and start a church there. 

The cOlitroversy which has arisen ibetween the Uni,ted Church, which was 
the village's sole ,place of worsMp, a.nd the a!bout-to"be.,formed Baptist Church, 
has shaken the village t'O its ,foundations. With ardent new Baptists on one slde 
and staunch Unoited IChurchmen of Methodis-t and Presbyterian 'stock on the 
other, the storekeepers and busi~ess men of Alton stand in between, unwilling 
to take 'Part in the controversy. 

Feeling Is Intense. 
The feelin,g of one side can ,be shown Iby what happened when The Star 

reporter called at the home of a sUIPPo,rter of the United Church. The ceremony 
of ·immersion of ,the new converts had 'been performed not far distant. 

"We thin,k thls is a sacrilege," declared the woman of the ,house veh'e-
inently and slammed the door. , 

On the other hand one of the' new B8Jptists, just Sifter his baptism, sa.id 
earnestly: "I have lived here 'Ilor nlneteen years and never had I ,heard a 
sermon 'Preached here' 'before. The min~stei's were all afraid to speak out the 
truth. I became so disgusted I:Pad nQt 'been inslde a cllUrch for seven or eight 
years until I started to these meetings: Now ,I am in again, and :r am gOin'g 
to stick wdth i,t a.nd work." , . 

iBut however the controversy may rage, yesterday's ceremon'y on the ibank 
of the tiny mill pond could not hel,p 'but impress one with the earnestness of 
the workers in the new church. The majority of them had been active wor-kers 
in the United Ohur.ch who were now see'king other fields ,0£ work. Among them 
were the superinten'dent of the United Church iSunday !School and one of the 
stewards of the church. 

Twenty-seven Baptized. 
,It was just three o'clock when !Mr. Brown, who is the student pastor of the 

Orangeville Baptt\st Church and the son of Rev. W. J. H. Brow,n, of Annette 
Street Ba.ptist Church, rroronto, stood on the rough !pulpit at the side, of the 
pond and opened the service. 
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Between'five and six hundred people from Alton, Orangeville, and all the 
surrounding 'district, had gathered on ~oot and fby motor, and stood with bared 
heads while the rain pattered down. 

"Back to the simple faith" had been the cry of the evangelists and here in 
truth they.had :banished the splendours of ritual and pomp. Mr. iBrown was 
dressed in a .long black ro,be as he conducted the iPeople ,In a song service. Mr. 
McGinley, st~nding on the ground 'below him, was attired similarly, .both loo'king 
very youth,ful pastors. 

The Rev. T. T. Shields, of Jar,vis Street lBaptist Church, Toronto, led the 
Uttle process,ion of those who were about to be baptized. A solemn little group 
o'f twenty·seven,. ·fifteen men and twelve women, four of them young people, 
they slowly marched down to the edge of the pond and lined alon,g the bank, 
while the crowd pressed in closely {ro·m all sides to witness the ceremony. 

T·he women converts were all clothed in long :black gowns, while the men 
w'Ore a nondescript selection of trousers and shirts. 'Some wore white tuck 
trousers, but others wore what were apparently their best Sunday suits. And 
one of the most noticealble facts of all was that six married. couples stood side 
by side on the baDik, ready to go to !baptism by immersio·n together. 

Immersed in Pond. 
After a short address, Dr. Shields descended 'from ,the pulpit and marched 

slowly out into the pond, untn its waters came up to his waist. He was fol· 
lowed iby Mr. ilV[cGinlay, who stood :between Dr. Shields and the bank to assist 
the iPeo,ple a.s they entered and left the water. 

As if to 'give its ,blessing the sun shone 'fi,tfully thl"ough the clouds for a few 
moments, and then the clouds closed again and the s,ky was dark and grey as 
it· had been all day. 

Then the minister beckoned to the first cou!ple and, hand in hand, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lemuel Yokum walked d'own to the water's ed'ge. The wife entered to be 
baptized first, and Dr. ,Shields said, '\My dear ,Sister YOIkum, do you .believe in 
the ,Lord .Jesus as the -Saviour who died for you and rose again?" 

"I do," said the woman. "On profession of your faith in Christ, at His com· 
mand and your request, 1 ·baptize you into the name of the :Fllither, the Soli, and 
the Holy Ghost," said Dr. !Shields, gently lowering her into the water until she 
was completely immersed and then raising her, while ,the heLpers assisted her up 
the iban·k and to a near.by h-ouse to change her ,dri'PlPing garments. 

,So followed all .the remaining twenty-'Six. With one, just a 'boy in his early 
teens, Dr. IShields said, '''WIhat a great joy it 'is to see youn,g people in 'general, 
but what a greater joy it is to see the Iboys .and girls saved :by grace. MaY'be the 
Lord will m'ake ·this ,boy a ,preacher or a missionary to carry His word to the 
ends of the earth." 

. Converts Enthusiastic. 
FoUowing the .ceremony of immersion, Mr. MeGinlay, who has been called 

to form a new congregation of Baptists in .Alton, iPreachEld briefiy. 
The new converts were one and all enthusiastic aver the church they are 

to form at their organization meeti·ng next Friday night. 
'\()riginally my family were Roman Catholics, but practically all my IUe 

1 have been an Angl.ican," said one grizzled farmer. "There is no' Anglican 
church near my place, and as 1 did not have much use for the churches already 
in Alton 1 just stopped going to church. 

"It was years since '1 was inside one ,before I started to these revival meet· 
1ngs. There 1 have Ibeenjheal"ing serm<!ns such"as [ never 'heard here !before, 
and 'With a leader Ulke M:i". McGinlay it "cannot help !but 'be a success. lot will 
have my flill support." . 

One young man who was 'baiptized said, "It has ibeen the most wonderful 
thing for me that ·has ever ·happened. .And it ·has ·been equally wonderful for 
the village' "of .Alton. Anyone here can see the change that the revival meetings 
have ·brought to the vlllage." 

On the·' other hand, one supporter of the United Church accused the Baptists 
of Orangeville of comin·g down to .Alton and try:ing ·to w1n away the member· 
ship of the'United Church. He was most indignant at the starting 'Of a lBaptist 
church in the village, although he thought the revival .of itseLf was a good thing. 

Other Umted Church people were very much of the same opinion. 
However the controversy may end, the new church is started. It w1Il be 
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officially organized Friday night with those 'baptized yesterda.y and an almost 
equal num'ber who are expected to 'be ;baptized in the course of a few weeks. 

Alton is no longer an United Church village, 'but 1s now Baptist as well. 

REVIVAL AT ALTON CAUSE OF TWO DIVERSE OPINIONS. 
(Special to The iStar by a IStaff Re,porter). 

Alton, ,Sept. 15.-Tohe official opinions on the remar·k8lble reviva.l services 
held in the village of Alton, which resulted 'Sunday in the .baptizing of twenty
seven persons into the IBII/ptist Church, Is given ,by Rev. J. S. Stevenson, pastor 
of the United 'Church of Alton, and 'Rev. Dr. T. T. 'Shields, of Jarvis Street 
Baptist Church, Tooronto, who performed the ceremony of -immersion of the 
converts. 

'~ile the revival in itself is a good thing for the spiritual life of the 
community," said Rev. !Mr .. Stevenson, ''II regret very much that there is no 
longer United Protestantism in the 'Village of IAlton. The Bwptists came when 
the new United Church !Was not organized, and did not give the United Church. 
a chance to show what it cou~d do. 

"The United Church was not asked to join in the revivals until after the 
meetings had started. I attended some of the meetings, ibut did not take any 
part in them' as 1 was given no assurances ,that they were not starting a BII/ptist 
church." 

Rev. Dr. Shields says: ''!Here are two earnest young men who have ames· 
sage Primarily their thought is not the founding of a new church, 'but the 
briuging of people to Christ. The people responded and what 1.s more natural 
now than that they should wish to bind ,themselves together in a church founded 
on the Biible. . 

"I do not think they have any antipathy to any other church, Ibut they seek 
to lead people to Christ as their first aim, just as it should be of all other 
churches. The revival in Alton is just another proof of the power of the gospel. 
If it is prelllChed simply and without compromise and in the power of tlle Holy 
Spirit, it has the same power to-day that it has had always." 

LAST SUNDAY',S SERVICES IN JARVIS S·T. 
Last Sunday was another day of heavy and continuous raIn. It was much 

needed, no doubt. in the country; but w·hat is good for the iland does not always 
heIp church attendance. NotwithstandIng the rain, -however, we had great con
gregations aU day. 111 the morning the Pastor spoke on ''To~e Christian Atti
tude Toward Amusements"; and a large number responded ,to the invitation to 
confess Christ, and to obey 'Him in baptism. .on a·ccount of his long drive to 
Alton, the Pastor was half an hour late at .the evenin·g service; 'but the service 
was already In full S'Wing, and the church full, except a few seats in the gallery, 
notwithstanding the torrents of rain. Four were 'baptized; and at the close of 
the sermon appearing in this iSS'Ile, a large number came forward. The number 
applying for admission ,to the church for the da.y was 81bout twenty-five . 

.An after-meeting ifolilo.wed the evening service, to which a large nu·mlber 
remained. .one man made his .confession for whom prayer had ibeen offered by 
some Jarvis Street mem'bers continuously for two and a haH years. He told 
us 'how he had been wakened at three o'clock in tlhe 'morning in ,his room in 
Montreal, and, alone with God, had settled the question; an'd had come 'back to 
Toronto -to m8lke his ·confessi'on. He will Ibe baptized, wi,th many others, Sunday 
next. A gentleman from Scotl~d, a physician, who lWas returning to Scotland 
after a tour of the Canadian West, and' who came to 'Jarvis Street !because he 
had re'ad The G08pel Witne88, gave a glowing testimony, telling us that he was 
an elder .of a Presby.terian church in ·Scotland, and that he considered it well 
worth while crossing the 'ocean ·for the blessing he had received that one day 
at the morning and evening services in Jarvis IStreet. 1N0; let no one su,ppose 
he was speakin·g of the sermons: he was ~eaiking of 'the presence and manifest 
power of God in the services; and expressed his joy at having seen so many 
come to Christ The Pastor made several attempts to close the SIfter-meeting, 
but four and five were on their feet all ,the time, ma;king it i.mpossi<ble to close 
tm half past ten at nilght; and even then, after the benediction, a great com
pany gathered aroun.d the organ and sang the songs of Zion for another hour. 

The day throughout was a foretaste of Heaven. 
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Les·son xxiv. September 13t'h, 1925. 

ISAIAH'·S CALL.-Book ,of Isaia·h, chapter 6. 
Scriptures to be read: T>he whole book of IlSa1a·h; II. Kings 14: 21 to 20: 21; 

II. IChron. 26: 1 to 32: 33. It i's ,suggested that twenty-two chapters of 
In.ia'h be read everyw·eek,-th.ree each day a·nd four .on Sunday. The 
lessons in Isaiah wiU be chapter 6, chapter 40, and chapter 53. 

I. ·lsa·lah's Vision. 1. The time of 1t: the year Uzzlah died -a great king 
,of excellent 'qua1ities; but in one 'SeIlISe, a failure. T,hus every' year is a yea:r 
in w,hich some king dieS'. 2. Hoe 'saw the Lord ,of Ufe in ·co·n'tra8lt· with a mortal 
king. 3. He saw the Lord on a throne 'high and mted up. T;hougW. UzZ'ia'h [aid 
h~·s ,sceptre by, the throne of J'ehovllih is estabUshed forever. 4. The divine 
traIn filled the -tempI-e. So ought every earthly temple to be filled wIth God. 
5. How God Is served in Iheaven: we pray, '''Thy wiU be done Dn earth· &II it is 
dDne in heaven." Here we see.how it is done. T'he cherubim'81 lhad 11'1X wings: 
with two they veUed their faces; with two(), ·their feet; and with two they did 
fly. Here we have a lesson of reverence and 'humUity. ·S. They proclaImed the 
divine tholines·s·: hoUness is the fundamental qual1ty of De-i'ty. 

II. Isaiah'. Conviction. When he ·saw the Kin·g, he fellt 'hiS' own ·sin,fulneS'S. 
It is as ·men see ChrIst, they are convicted. (l·f sin. We must measure ,ourselves 
by Chri'st, a.nd not by each ,other. 

III. Isaiah's Cleansing. 1. His loips were tau·ched by a live coal from off 
the altaa'. The fi.re o()n the altar WolliS .kindIed from the skies: it was of super
natural ori-gin. The fire 'symbolized the Eter'Il8II Spi!l"it. Thu's it is ,only ·by the 
Fi.re from the aI'tar we are ·cleansed; only wlhen ·the aton-ing' work of Christ i9 
made ·real to us :by the power of the Holy Ghost. 

IV. Isaiah's Cali. 1. A clean heart makes an attenMve eaor: "I heard the 
voice of the Lord." 2. God ·calIs, and affords us an opportunity to respond: 
"Whom ,shaH I 'send?" 3. A clean heart ma'kes an obedient wiH: "Here am 
I; ,send me." 

V. Isaiah's Commission. 1. We are sellJt to tell men the meSsage God 
gives us. 2 .. Not all will hear an.d understand (v,s. 9, 10). 3. God Ihas His 
appointed times of vI'sitation (vis. 11, 12). 4. And in. the day o·f viSitation, they 
will ·gJ'Or.ffy ·God, for ·some wilrl :respon.d. 

THE GLORY OF GOD.-Book of lsaia'h, 'chapter 40. 

Lesson xxv. 
Scripture to be read in ·conne·ction with this lesson: 

·clusive. 

September 20th, 1-925 
Ohapters 23 to 44 in-

I. The Message of the Gospel is One of Comfort. 1. A message o()f vic
tol'Y: OUf' war·fare is already accompli&hed. 2. Ou,r mn 4s· pardoned. 3. Where 
sin abounds, grace doth ·much more abound: we receive double for aU our sins. 

II. Messiah's Coming Pred.lcted. 1. A v·oice, ·in ·the w~lder·ness fulfilled jn 
Matthew 3: 3; Mark 1: 3; Luke 3: 4; Jo()hn:l: 23. 2. Th~ way of the Lord may 
be ,prepared by ·huma·n ·ministries (ys. 3, 4). 3. T1he gl~ry of the· Lord is re
vealed i.n Christ (v. 5): the Ugoht of the know.Ied!ge of theQglory of God is ,seen 
in the face ()f JesUoS Christ. 4, We hav~ h~e tIh,!'l contras'to betwee·n the .perl·sh
iug. things o()f time and the eternal WOl'd·,:(S-8). , 

III. The. Far Reach of Messiah's Ki,ngdom. 1. Our leseon is fulfiHed in 
the New TeSltament. T,here is a .spiritual z.lon, a .spiritual JerusaIem; anod we 
are' (lo.mmi-s'sioned to proclaim good tidIngs, and -to say to all, "'Behold your 
God!" 2. But the iLord wUI come wiotJh power and g~ell:t glory to ·set up his 
.millen.nial reign (v. 10). 3. And to· all HiS' own, He wrH come as the Good 
Shepherd (v. 11). . . 

IV. A· View of the Divine Majesty. 1. Ohl"'ist is 'here set forth as the Cf'e
ator (vs. 12-14). Parallel to thts i·S! John 1: '5; ColoBrSIaIllS 1: 15-17; Hebrews. 
chapter 1. 2. The comparative i·nsignificance of the nations (VB. 15-17), and. 
the impotence of man to render Him an acceptable service: all the trees of 
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Lebanon would not .be ,sumci-ent for the wood, nOll" a·ll ·the beaEPts. fOil" an off·er· 
ing. 3. The Inco.m.parablene·ss of God (VlS. 1'8·26). How fo·oliJsh U is to imagine 
a likeness of God! None of ~s who read these word~ a,re· Ukely to attempt to 
;re·pre·s·ent God by a graven Ima.ge; yet we may be ·foolish enough to 'try to 
imagine His likeness. The·se ve·rses .descri~e the folly of men in trying 'to make 
an image ·of ·God. 4. All this .points to ·the nece·ssity of .God',s being revealed 'in 
Oh;rist, W·ho is th'e e~pres:s 'image of HilS Per·son. He is tlhe only true Ukness 
of God; and He i's God over aU, blessed forever. 5. All the treasures of Deity 
are at the command of faith (v·s. 28-31). Jehovah is represented 81S the Creator 
uIllfaintin'g, unweary, !infinite in wis·dom. He giv'es 'POW8ll" to the faint; there 
i.e a ,superhuma·n ,strength at our com.maond. Yout!h.s wal faint, and young men 
fa~l; but "they ·tib.at wait upon the Lord shall ,renew th·eir ·s'trength... Here 'are 
thre·e te,ste of s.trength: strength 'to .:Oy with; strength to -run with; S'trength 
to walk with. All this comes of waiting IUpon the Lord. 

THE GREAT SIN·BEARER. 
Les's'on xxvi. September 27th, 1895. 

I. His New Testament Identificat·ion. This was the Scriptu;re the Ethio
pian wa·s reading (Acts 8: 26·40) Wihen. PhiUp met him. The eunuch'lS" question 
of Pihilip WIllS a natural one, "J: ,pray thee of whom ,s·peaketh the prophet uMs? 
of 'him-self, 'or of some otJb.er man? .. And Phi!l1p',s' an,sw'er 8IS reco!l"ded ·by the 
Pen of Ins'piration forever settle·s t'he id·entity of' tJhe' subject o·f this ·chapter: 
"T.hen PhlUp open'ed hie ·mouth, and began at the same s·cripture and preached 
unto him J·esus." T·he relation of this scripture to Christ is &:lso ,show·n in 
Matt. 8: 17; 27: 57; Luke 22: 37; John 12: 38; Rom. 10: 16. 

II. The Attitude of Man Toward Christ. 1. Many relf.u.se to believe-,so 
.still not all are touched by the gracious aorm 'of the Lord. 2. Ohrf.st an·d His 
g.oepel are without attraction to natural men (v's. 1·2). 3." He is' .pos·itively 
op.polsed, "despi'sed and rejected." This i:s ever true. 

( 
III. The S·ignifi·callce of the Sufferings of Christ (vs. 4-5). T·he only 

adequate expla·nation is t'hat He was a 'substitutionary sacrifice. 
IV. He suffered as the Lamb of God for the Salvati·on of the Sheep (vs . 

. 6-9). 1. The rearon for -it -is .our wilful waywardness-"aU-like ,sheep," etc. 
2. All our ·sin was laId upon Him. 3. All that He did for us He did of Hi's 
own win. 

V. The Divine Purpose in the Cross (v. 10) It was no aooiden·t "Him 
being deIivered by tJhe d'eterminate counsel and foreknowledge 'of God," etc. 
(Acts 2: 23). 

ViI. The Victory of the Cross. The death of Chr·ist was no mere experi
ment. From all eternity it was ordained to ·be the d·estruction. of the wor~s o·f 
.tlhe devi:l. The gOoS·pel must succeed and 'accomp1ish the divin·e ·purpose, be
cause God ha;s .rovereignly decreed it shaoU (vs. 10·12). 

ABOUT BRITISH COLUM8IA. 

In. our ·issue of Sept. 3rd we published a·n account of the fo.rmation of a 
new Missionary Council ·in British Columbia. T·he following telegram wlUl ex· 
.plain <itself: . 

September 11th, 1926. 
Rev. Ernest J. Plenderleith, 

4604 Beatrice St., Sooth Vancouver, B.C . 
. MaiI~n.g to-n.ight ·cheque for six hundred twelve dollars, JlIJTVts 

Street'.s contribution ·for mission work directed by YOU!l" Oouncll. By 
vote of Jarvis Street, all our Western Missions' co·ntribution in ·future, 
or until Western Board is ·changed, wlli ·go to your Council. Will com· 
:mu:nicate with other chuf'C'hes w·ho have con.·wlted u.s th1s matter. 
JarvilS Street sends. w8ll"mest greetings. to new one hundred per cent. 
Baptist Missions Co.uncil. 

T. T. SHIELDS. 

· ~ 


