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THE BAPTIST BIBLE UNION AND BAPTIST FOREIGN 
MISSIONS. 

From its Inception the Baptist Bible Union has regularly been in receipt of 
letters from pastors and churches all over the Continent, asking for direction 
In the matter of their foreign m.lssion benevolences. So large. a aectio!n. ().f the 
people had ceased to regard with confidence the operatlo:ns of the Foreign 
Mission Society of the Northern Baptist Convention, that they felt they could 
no longer entrust their money to the Board of that Society, because they would 
give them no gua.,antee that it would be used for the propagation of the gospel 
they believed. 

In consequence of this, the Executive Comm.ittee of the Baptist Bible Un-ion 
have been looking about to find some worthy Torelgn mission enterprise which 
they could recommend. The Russian MIssionary SocietY!, under the direction 
of I:'astor Fetler, had many friends; and large :numbers of Baptists decided that 
the Baptist Bible Union should endorse ·and adopt this Society. The Bible 
Union, however, did nO.t wish to undertake forei"" mission work if there was 
any way of avoiding It; but hoped, rather, to see the existing Missionary 
Society cleansed of its modern:lsm, and· the confidence of our Bap·tist people 
In that Society restored. But the call for direction was so Insistent that the 

, Executive at last felt it was imperative that they should endeavor to prepare 
themselves for an emergency. They therefore requested that a full report of 
the operations of this Society should be prepared by men wh~ had first-hand 
knowledge of conditions obtain·lng upon the field. 

The Rev. E. E. Shields, who became associated with the Russian. Mis
sionary Society only last year, spent four and a half months this summer per
sonally examining the work of this Society. He was JOined ,In Europe by Dr. A. 
McCaig, Principal of Spurgeon's College, London; Mr. Charles Philips, a well
known Baptist of London; and the Rev. D. H. Moore, representing Australasia. 
The report which appears In this issue of The Witness is endorsed by all these 
brethren, and will speak for itself. 

Mr. Fetler's stand for the fundamentals of the faith has called down upon 
h'ls head the wrath of many of the modernists among the Baptists of America. 
Like every other man who contends for the faith once for all delivered, he, and 
his work, have been maligned and slandered from one ·end of the Continent to 
the other. It was for this reason the Executive Committee of the Baptist Union 
felt 'it necessary to obtain a report from those who had examined Mr. Fetler's 
work on the,field for themselves. Before he found himself under the necessity 
of opposing Modernism in the Northern Baptist Convention, Mr. Fetler was 
hailed as .one of the great heroes of the fa:ith. We remember w:~th what en~ 
thuslasm he was everywhere greeted as the "Russian apostle". From all that 
we have heard from first-hand observers, we conclude that Mr. Fetler is just 
as worthy of the whole-hearted confidence of all lovers of the Lord Jesus Christ 
Who are not ashamed of the gospel, as he ever was. We commend the report 
of the Special Commission to the careful consideration of all our readers. 
Nothing In the pages which follow is intended to reflect upon any other mis
sionary society than the Foreign Mission Branch of the Northern Baptist Con
vention.-Edltor of Gospel Witness. 
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The a Missions Bible Union Organizes 
Department . 

For some yea,.r,S1 ·man,y Bapti-sts within the territory .of ·the Northern Bapti-st 
Convention 'have been troubled ,by reports' of -the taaching of Mod·er·ni-sm on 
·the field·s of the Foreign M-is'Sion Society of that Conven:Uo·n. The crisis was 
reached at the Milwaukee Convention in 1924, when a Commis'sion was' ap.point· 
ed to thoroughly investigate' t11e .teaching of the m-issi·onaries on foreign fieldS' 
snppo,rted by the Northern B.apt::st Con·vantion. That Gonv,antion reported to 
the Seattie Con·vention, Washington July 1st, 1925. The GommisS'ion re·ported 
that while the majority of the miS'Si~naries wer·e sound in .the .faith, there were 
not a few who·se ,teaching justified the apprehensoion IJ.f those who.se agitation ·had· 
resulted In t'he a'Ppo,intment of the Com,mission. A resolution instructing the 
Board to recaU the unsound missionaries wag defeated, foillowin·g which two 
.great meetings were ·held by the BapU.st Bible Union, when a reslolutiGn: was 
pa:S'sed in.structing the EXiBcutiv.e Co·mmittee of the Unwn to consider ·the ad
visabiUty o·f ·forming ano·ther F10reign Mis·sion Society; and, in the event of 
their d·ecidi·ng ISuch a .step would be wi,se, to ·caU a Mis,sionary Convention to 
con.sider their recommen·dation. 

The ·Executiv,e Com·mittee met in Torontq, AugUlSlt 30th to S'eptember 3rd. 
The reason for me·eting in Toronto was that it was found the m·ost eonven.ient 
place of meeting for the members o,f the Committee. The fo'llowing ,statemant 
is i8Suedby the Execu-tive Com·mittae as a result of this meeting, and w:i1l 
spe8.'k for itself: 

The decision i"ePG1'Ited tn the following statement ·of the Executive Com
mittee was reach~d alter the foUowi,ng exchange of ea.bles with Mr. FeUer 
at Riga: 

September 1st, 1925. 
HRusS'lan Missionary Society, 

Riga Latvia, Europe. 
Baptist Bible Union Executive in .session at Toron1o en'quir,es would 

you and your miS'Sion-aTies adopt Ba·ptlBt Bible Union tCon:fe.ssion. ot 
iFaith? We recognize t·he work in Europe ·must ·be ad·ministered by you. 
Would you agree that your AmerIcan Council ·should con,S'ists'of Baptists 
only, in·cluding memb.ars of your American Board ·an·d Executive Gam
·mittee of Ba,.ptist Bi,ble Union, on' con.d.mon we adGpt your Society as oW' 
indtf.a1 ·mission enterprise? Wire immedIately. 

(Signed) Executive, Baptist Bible Union." 

"EXiecutive, BaptiS't Bible Union, 
JarVis Street Baptist Church, 

. Toronto, Canada. 

September 2nd, 1925. 

We agree adopt Union: Confession, also heartily accept other con· 
ditions. See lS'econd Corin1lhian.s three, five. Greetin·gs. 

. (Signed) Foetler. 

iFrom ,these -communI-cations it wiU be iSleen that the Executive ·of the Bap.: 
tist Bible Union wilI be added to Ithe American Coun·clI.· Al'l ·missio·narielf on 
the field will .subscribe to the' Baptist Bible Union Conf·ession. of Fa.ith, so that 
those that .rupport the ·foreign mi.s·sdon: wor·k ·of the Baptist 'Bible UnIon ·may 
know exactly the ·standard.S' by which t'hat w-ork is r.egulated. 

We refrain from ·further commen.t on this mattelj, except >to request our 
reader.s c.arefulily to r·ead the re.port ot -the !special Commission upon the .prin
ciples and activities of the RusSlian. Mi.s,&Ionary Society w·hich we print I·n this 
iSll'lJ.e. 
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A BUGL'E CALL FROM THE B~PTIST BIBLE UNION 
EXECUTIVE. 

To the Members of the Baptist Bible Union of North America, and all other 
Christians entertain1ing the historic Baptist position concern·.ing the fu,ndamen
tals of the Christia,n Faith: 

. We, your Executive Committee, in 's;ession in Toron.to, Canada August 
30th to September &rd, acting u,pon your couuel Igiven in the mass ,meetings 
at Seattle, in July, have 'reached the fo:J.lowing conclusions: 

After five ye·ar.s o·f .earnest endeavour to bI'in,g the Nor·thern Ba:pUst Con
vention 'to "expr,es.s iteelf as loya'l to the faith once delivere·d, such, for instance, 
as "·tJhe Divine and direct creation of -man i.n the im8lge o·f God; rthe 'supernatural 
inspiration .of 'the Scri'Ptures .of both the Old an,d New Tesotamoots; the certain 
Deity .of J,esus Christ, involv·ing His virgin bil'lth, His sinles.s life, Hi.s sacrificial 
death, His bodily T.eBlUrrection, ~nd ascensiQn to the right ,hand .of :God and His 
retul'In'\ finding 'tJh.e IOon'Vention under an officia'l dominance that not only dis
regaro-s these essentials, but declares them to be ":intolerable burdens" oot to 
be imposed upon .thos.e who represent us in· foreign fielld,s we are compeU,ed, in 
loya'lty to. CMi,st and His Word, an·d out of love to the great Denomina-tiOD. to 
Wihich we ·kave given our lives, to a'dvise as follo·ws: 

I. That in view .of "the indusdve policy" ·now employ,ad and defended both 
by the Foreign Board of the Northern Baptist Conven.t1on and by the Denomina
tion .in convention, mean·ing as it does, the sending of so-caLled mlss,ionaries to 
foreign fields who wHl, .in the pre&ence ·()f tb.8 heathen, deny the very things 
for w·hioh IOUI' for.ef8Jbhers lived and died, we recommend that .the BllIptist BLbie 
'O',n10n proceed to organize a ·Mission Department of work that :s'hall pl'IOvid,eia 
medium .of ·mission·ary e:x;pres'sion ·for ala Ba'Ptists who hlJld ·the Go,spel as 
clearly revealed in Goo',s Word. This recommendation, with iletails of organ
izatlon to be worked .out later, will be presen,ted to a representative meeting 
of the Bapti!St Bible Union (If North America, .to be held in ·Chicago, :November 
1-4. We desi.re it ·to be understood thlllt this act is n.ot to ,be hllterpreted as a 
separation ·from the Ba:Ptist ConventiQns; but Il'ather the exer,cise .of thllit indi
vidual OOIlISC'lence in serving God which has ever cha·racterlzed the ,loyal 
Baptist. 

U. After a careful ·canvas of the opportunities opening before uS', your 
Executive Committee i-s cOinvin-ced that the Unwn ·shou'Ld endeavour ,to under
take the whole or llartiaf S'Ilpport of at ~eas-t two 'hundred -missionaries on the 
foreign field, and to ·secure for evangellistic w«k at home at least five hundr.ed 
evangelism for the year 1926. . 

III. The fields 'that are open ,to us will be ,many; and we have ,every reason 
to ibel.f.eve Qat ·the co-Q.peratwn, certain to be given us, will .be 'hearty and 
exten.sive, making ,en,tirely possible th·e realization ·of the afore-mentioned sug
gestion. It is ,manifest-ly imposstble to underta'ke at this time to determine aU 
the fie'1ds or ,to 'state the entire programme as it .S'hall be ,even-tuaDy developed; 
but it· is 'the judgment of your Execut~ve Committee that Russia presents to 
Baptists, at thIs moment, an unequaL1ed, if not an unprecedented, opportu'll.ity 
of evangelization. 

We, therefore, recommend the .adopUon by the Baptist Bible Union of North 
Amerj'ca of this field for cultiv8ltion, tog-ether wi·!::h the ,superintending of our 
work in ,that country by Pastor 'FeUer and his already existing Ba'Ptist forces 
of one !hundred and ·forty-fOlUI" men. We take this action after a carefu:l -con
sLderation of the reports .of reputable men who 'hav,e .spent months' in first-hand 
investigatLon, on the field, of Pastor Fetler and his work. 

As a Committee, we are thorougohly convinced that the great C()mmlsSiioOn 
does not imopose upon uS' th.e many forms o.f social service, n,ow in· popular 
vogue with exislti'llg Mission ·Board.s; but that our CommiS'sion from the Lord 
Is dear 'and dIrect-to "teach all nations, baptizin'g them in the name of the 
Father, and -of ,the Son, aud ,of the Holy Ghos~ and teaching them to .observe 
aolJ. things whatsoev,er He haS' commanded". we, therefore advise the mem
bers 'Of the .Baptist Bible Union to CO'Il-centrate all their energies upon the .single 
task of evangelization at hoOme and a.broad. 

LV. Believing as w,e do tbat ·the 'Gospel is "tb.e power of ,God u.nto lSalva
tion", we ·recommend that the first ·condition of every .evangelist that goes forth 
in America, and every mlS'Bionary sent to other portions of the world, 'shaH be 
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his unqualified acceptance of the ,gre'at truths of the Bible as eJl1)res,sed .in our 
. Baptist Bible Unio-n ·Confession of Faith, and ·his· adequate ,equipment in a 

know1ed·ge of the Word of God, toge'ther with an experience of the· power of 
its tru·the in his own person8'1 life. . 

V. To aid in' the developm,ent of such knoW'ledge of the. Word of God, 
and s'uch an experIence of grace ,throug·h the power of that Word in the heart, 
we further recommend that all Ba·ptistSJ loyal to the faIth of our fathers, based .~ 
upo-n t1!-e BibLe as the Word of God, adopt in their Sun·day School s-tudies the 
Whole Bible Series'; provided and recommended by .the WorLd's Christian Fun
damentals Association-a ·£o'eries that wUl ·cover, in 19a5, the .Life of Christ as 
contained in 'the Four Gos1)els. Adequate aids to lStudy in, this W;hole Bible 
Series will be' llrepared and published by the Baptist Bible Unto'n. 
mem':ee~s t!:~~~,::~.~:s~:e t~ign~~~:~: all Ba,ptist churches, ,pastors, and church 

To each P)astor' to bring the maltter of this Convention 'before his Church; 
To pray earnestly for the Lord's prese/'lce and· blessl'ng at this great 1VI1s

sionary Conven'tion ·to 'be held .in Chicago; 'November 14, Inclusive. (Place of 
meeting to be announced later.) 

And to every B,aptlst Publicat.ion hi accord wUh our . standards of faith, to 
assist us in giving the wid'est possible pU'bll~ity to th,is meeting. 

Headquarters Hotel: (To be announced later.) 
Any further particulars will be ·wppHed on ap.plication to the Secretary, 

Miss Edith M. Rebman, Baptist Bible Union Headquarter.s, Room 340, 440 S., 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill. 

TIRE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
BAPTIST BIBLE UN·ION OiF N.A. 

FOUR DAYS' STUDY OF APOSTOLIC MISSIONS AT 
CHICAGO, NOV. 1 TO 4. 

SUBJECTS FOR CHICAGO PROGRAMME. 
Speakers 'to be Announced Later. 

1. Acls 1: 1-8.-The 'Holy S.pirit ·Th·e Dynamic For World-Wide Evangelism. 
2. Ac.ts' 1: 9-14.-The· Holy Spirit's Use of Scriptu.re .in Evangelism. 
3. A-ci-s 2: 1-8.-The Holy Spirit's Method in Mi'ssionary Evangelism. 
4. Acts 2: 37-41.-The Holly Spirit and: the Ordinances in New Tes·tament Evan

geHsm. 
5. Acts 3: 1-25.-The· Holy Spim's Manifestation of M,iracu'lous Power in a 

Mis5'iona·ry Ministry. 
6. Acts 4: 1-3.-Per·s·ecution· a N eedl£ul Experience in the' Ministry 'Of God's 

Prophets. 
7. A-cts 4: 32-37, 5: 1-16.-The Holy Sp'irit's Metno-d lin Administering Missions 

and' Monies. 
8. Acts 7: 1-60.-The Holy Spirit's Independence of Human· Ordination' in 

Making Evangelig.ts. 
9. Acts 8: 1-40.-1lhe Hoty Spirit'·s Approvall of the Publk and Private M1n~try 

of a Lay Evangelist. 
10. Act's 10: 1-48.-The Holy Spirit's Method in Adapting Men and Mission Fields. 
11. Acts 11: 1-30.-The Holy Spirit's Special Methods in a SoU:l-WinningMini-stry . 

to Men. 
12. Acts 12: 1-25.-The Holy Spirif'S Method of De-fea,ting Man-Made Pro

gramme. 
13. Acts 13: 1-52.-1lhe Holy Spirit's Call, Equipmen·t and Commission of Mis-

sionar~es. . 
14. Ads 15: 1-41.-The Holy· S~i.r'i.f's Admin·istra.tion of the First Christian 

Fundamen.tals ConventJion. . 
15. Acts 17: 1-34.-The Holy Spirit's Method of Meet,ing False P'i).i'losophies 

. Posing as Religion. 
16. Acts 18: 1-28.-The Holy Spirit's Method of EvangeHzing t'he Great City 

Centres. 
17. Acts 1O:"1-41.-The Holy Spirit'·s Method of Discrediting the Diana of Ec-

clesia·stidsm. . 
lB. Acts 24-28.-The Holy S.pirit's Method of Meeting .the Conspiracy of Ec

clesiastics and Courts Against His Missionaries. 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMISSION 
Riga, Latvia, July, 1925 

UPON THE 

Principles and Activities ~f The Russian 
Missionary ~ociety 

MEMUERS OF THE COMMISSION: 

Representing U.S.A. and C.anada .................................... REV. E. E. SHIELDS 

R t· G t B 't . . ... I I d DR. A. McCAIG epresen ing rea n am an.. r·e an ············ .. ·········MR. CHARLES PHILLIPS 
Representing Aus-tralaJsia ....... _ ........................................... REV. D. H. ·MOORE 

EXPLANATORY. 
The lReport hereby sUJbmitted ds the outcome of a desire on the .part of 

Bome interested peCl!Ple in America to have flrst .. hand information as to the 
organization and operation of the Russian !Missionary iSociety. These friends 
made the suggestion to the 'S'ociety that someone from ·America be sent to tour 
the Fields to study the whole sdtuation, and, later, to report. 

In response to this suggestion Pastor W1lliam Fetler asked Rev. iE. E. 
Shields, Field 'Director and Treasurer o.r the .Almerican Section of the Society, 
to go to the Mission Fields. lie specially commissioned him to dnvestigate all 
phases of the work, ;placing every facility at his disposal for this purpose. 

It was intended that Rev. Charles F. Fields, Field Director and Secretary 
of the American section of the same SOCiety, should accompany Mr. Shield's, but 
at the last moment health cOllBiderations in iMr. Fields' family compelled him 
to remain in America. 

But it had been decided from the first that some of the .Members of the 
British .Section of the iRussian lMission'ary ISociety should iproceed to the 
Field and should !be associated with !Mr. Shields in this work; for, "'Two are 
better than one," and ".A threefold cord is not quiokly broken." 

Three of the British Brethren were asked to accept this service. Dr. A. 
M·cCa:ig, the esteemed iPrincipal of iSpurgeon's .College (under whom Pastor 
William Fetler studded for years), and Editor of the Britis'h Edition of "The 
Friend of Russia," has visited the Field on several occasions and is thoroughly 
acquainted with this wOl'k. iMr. Charles Phillips, F.{ftJG.IS.. Lecturer, and 
Treasurer of the iBritish ·Section of the R. M'. S., has Ibeen upon the Mission 
Fields of othe ,Society many times. iRev. D. ill. Moore, a minister of good stand
ing and of years of experience in London, was the Society's special Comms
si~>ner to the Antipodes. He organized Sections in VictorIa, Ne.w South 
W·ales, Queensland, :Western Australia, rrasmania, and New Zealand. He also 
organize·d a Section of the 'Society in ISouth Africa. Mr. Moore has just visited 
the Field, and has also, with the ~ther 'brethren, studied the Headquarters 
Administration. 

!As 'Dr. iM·CCaig and Mr. Phillips had already covered the ground, it was not 
thought necessary for them again to take these journeys in 1925. 
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. While this Report, as has 'been sSJI.d, is Ibein'g prepl1!ed in response to a 
special request, it is ~vide:t:tt that it will Ibe read Iby some who wlll hear ,for the 
first time of the R,ussian Missionary Society. 

For this reason it has been thought well to include 'some matter for 
the informatD.on of readers who will desIre to !know something of the origin of 
the Russian iMissiona:ry Society and its growth 11!P to the present time, as weLl 

. as of its present Fields and its methods of operation. . 
(ISigned) E. E. SHllJEtLDS. 

ST,ATEMENT BY ·DR. A. McCAIG. 
-It will ·be obvious to the reader that the following Report ohas been mainly 

com-piled tby Mr.. 'Shields. The other signatOries, however, have gone very 
carefully over it, word .by word, all being present with Mr. tShields at the same 
time, and ·from their !previ,ous knowledge of the work in its various depart
ments, together with what they have seen on their present visit to the Field 
and Headquarters, can and do very heartily endorse all that is herein recorded, 
and, ·did space permit, they cowd tell of many wonder,ful meetings they have 
attended; of people waliking many miles to hear the Gospel; of deep hunger 
·for the Word of God; of multitudes of se~1dng souls ,finding the Saviour, and of 
the self-sacrificing devotion of the Missionaries. Tthey 'believe the work is truly 
apostoUc and God-honoured, and very heartily commend it to the prayerful 
and practical sympathy of the people of God. 

(Signed) ·A. Mc'CAIG. 
ORIGIN OF THE SOCIETY. 

We must 'begin with Genesis: before spea:king of the !Field and work of the 
Russian Missionary ISociety, we must e~lain how the ,Society came to 'be, and 
how and why it occupies its :present Fields o·f Service . 

. The 'first, main, human instrument in founding this Society was the well
beloved ;General :Director, Pastor WIlliam FeUer. .Pastor FeUer was '!born in 
the litUe town of Talsen, in: the Province of Kurland, Latvia, iEtussia (this is 
now within the iRepubiic of Latvia), on July l'5th, Russian date (or July 218th, 
English date), lJS'S,;}. ,His ,father was a (Baptist Minister. Converted at the age 
of fifteen, he very soon tbecame active in Christian work, !preaching his !lirst 
sermon !before he was s~venteen years of age. In the year .}190·3 he proceeded 
to England and entered :Spurgeon's !Pastors' College, for the purpose of training 
for Mission Work in Ohina. The Lord led otherwise, however., and the way 
opened for his return to hi!! native land. .As hds College days were closing, the 

.. Czar issued his famous Edict granting reUgious Uberty.to aU his subjects. 
Under the a:uspices' of the !Pioneer Mission (whose lFoounder and President, 

the Rev. iE. A. Carter, is now also President and Home Director of the British 
.) Section of the iRussian tMissionary ISociety), the su'bject of our sketch went to 

Russia, in the year rJ.9·0'7. Mr. FeUer estaibliSihed strong mission centres in 
Petrograd, ,Moscow, and Riga. Great numbers were led to accept Jesus as their 
personal Saviour. [n a .few years' time the lal"ge Dom IEvangelia, or Gospel 
House, was erected an Petrograd at a cost of £20,000, or a.pproximately $rJ.'()O,OOO. 
Theatres and halls, large and small, were also in use in vari'ous places, with a 
staff of thirty.five aay preachers who had 'been gathered out from amon·gst the 
converts. 

Then ·persecutions arose. !Pastor FeUer was summoned to a.p.pear before 
the High Co.urt of Moscow, sitting in the Kremlyn. Here he and four associates 
were sentenced to impri'sonment ·in a fortress. !Appeal was made to the .Imperial 
Senate in 'Petro.grad. ,But the enemies of the cross continued their machtna-
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tions; and while ,this case was pending, officers of the Law arrived at the 
Prayer !Meeting in Dom ,Evangelia on Saturday evening, November 2'2nd, Rus
sian date (or :Decem'ber 6th, English date), 19014, and marched the Pastor away 
to prison, on the order of the chief mildtary officer of ,PetrQgrad; the order of 
the Czar's 'government ibeing that he should 'be 'banished to the Province of 
Tomsk, Siberia. lBut tJhe Church at Dom Evangelia continued in prayer for 
him, with the result that he was released and returned to his people in the 
same night in which he was arrested. ' 

He 'had been released upon hils signing an underta:king that he would leave 
for ,Siberia within three days, and he had been 'granted the priVilege of going 
at his own charges, instead of going under tnilitary escort. During the three 
days, representations were made to the Prime Minister and to the Mindster of 
the Interior. .AlSo petitions were passed to a certain !Prince, a relative of the 
Czar, for sulbmission to the Czarina and the 'Dowager Empress. It may be said 
here that a member o,f that :Prince's household was a mem'ber of Pastor Fetler's 
Church, Dom Evangelia. The 'Prince telephoned Mr. ,FeUer, saydng that be bad 
personally read the ,petitions to the Dowager Empress, who exclaimed, "What 
are they doing to Pastor FeUer?" In spite of thIs sympathy, the influence of 
the dark powers was sufficient to secure !Pastor FeUer's :banishment. The iLord 
so 8IIl'&wered prayer in the utSe of .these petition,s, ,however, that. the OOiet of exile 
to ,Si,beria was chan'gOO to that of banishment from the country. 

,Pastor FeUer made his way to iSweden. While in ISweden he learned that 
thousands -upon thousands of 'Russian war prisoners were arrIVing :In the prison 
camps of Germany and Austria. Crossin'g to ,America Mr. Fetler organized in 
New YOl"k, "'The :Gospel CommIttee for work among the ,Russian War Prisoners 
of Europe." !Many tracts and 'booklets were translated :into the Russian Ian· 
guage, and eventually 'hundreds of thousands of them were printed and 
distriibuted amongst the more than two millions of RussIan prisoners in the 
German and Austrian War Prisoners' . !Camps. IT,hrough the operations of this 
Committee, and of other similar organizatians, several thousands of prisoners 
were converted, and over two thousand of them were 'baptized on profession of 
faith. These converts later returned to their native country, carrying the 
Gospel message with them and spreading revival flres evel'Y.where. 

Out of thIs War ,Prisoners' wOl"k, the Russian :MIsslonarY,iSociety was organ· 
ized In June 1917, at a special meeting convened in the Fulton Street Prayer 
Meeting, !New York:. Under the allSpices of the :Society, the Russian Bible 
Institute was opened in Philadelphia in ,September of the same year, with 
Pastor WlIl1am FeUer as President. -Over one hundred 'Russian converts gath
ered to be taught in the thIngs of God. "The Friend of Russia" was flrst pu'b· 
Iished in the summer of 1191,8. :As the time approached for Pastor Fetler to 
take the first party of Missionaries to the 'Field, the American 'Office of the 
Society was removed to the West, where it now occupies its own ibuilding at 
1-8« West ;Monrae IStreet, :chicago, IllinoIs. 011 November ,119, 1920, Pastor 
FeUer, ~ith Mrs. Fetler, and twenty-one missionaries who had 'been trained in 
the Bi'ble lnEttitute, wdth two 'Americans, left New York on their way to iRussia. 
Landing in England the MissionarIes tarrIed a month, conducting services and 
preparIn'g for the remainder of theIr journey. 

It was during thIs period, iMr. FeUer reorganIzed the iRussian Evangeldza· 
tian SocIety, .~ormed in 1909, as an outgrowth of the Pioneer 'Mission, which had 
been supporting Pastor Fetler in his larger 'Work, and it became the !Russian 

MiSsionary Society, British Section. At the same time the "Gospel in Russia", 

\ , 
! 

fI' 



Sept. 10, 1925 THE GOSPEL WITNESS . (305) 9 

. . 
the Organ of the Russian Evangelization -Society, was enlarged and issued as 
"The Friend of Russia." 

The Missionary ,party of twenty-three ,persoBs was divided into four groups 
for the pur,pose of its movements in the Field, and for the voyage to the Con
tinent. The first ~arty left England on IDecem'ber 30th, 1'92'0, the second, a 
party of eight, on January 8th, 11921, the others folloWling shortly afterwards. 

iSome of the ;Missionaries made their ways to parts of Poland which 'had 
been Russia ibefore the War. Some went into Bessara'bia, Rumania, territory 
which was also RWssian before the War. 'Some of those who went into Bess
arwbia. later moved,. to Bulgaria to serve Russians there. iSome of the party 
were even a'ble to get into Soviet taussla. 

Thus the wOl'ok 'began less than five yearS ago. 'Looking 'backward one is 
constrained to exclaim, "What hath God wrought!" 

To-day t·he Russian !Missionary Society has one hundred and forty-four 
missionaries actually in the Field, Ibesides other workers in official POSftiOll:&. 

This wOl"k is supported iby organized ,Sections or Committees in the United 
States of America, Canada, Great Britain, Ireland, Germany, South Africa, 
Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland, Western Australia, Tasmania, and 
New Zealand. . 

The iSociety issues a number of monthly papers: the American Edition ot 
"The Friend of Russia", now changed to "The Friend of 'Missions"; the British 
Eddtlon of "The Friehd of Russia"; "Young Russia", also ipublished in England; 
"Der lMissionsfreund", in the German language, 'publlshed in iBerlin, Germany; 
"Kristigs Vestnesis",' in the Lettish language, plllblished in 'Riga, Latvia; and 
"G08tj", in t·he 'Rssian language, also pu'bllshed dn JUga. 

The . Society has a splendid Orphanage at Kostancin, 'Poland, where over 
twenty children are now receiving care and training .. 

BRIEF DOCTRINAL OUTLINE. 

. Ln order th'at ,there .shaU :be .no dOlUlbt as 'to ,wh~e the So'ciety ·stands doc
trinal!ly, we 'quote the foUoWling pa.n.gll'aphs' ·llram the IbooJr.J.et entitled, "The 
OrilglIn, S~iriltu8J. Pr.lnciples· am.d· p.ractice of the. RUS'S'ian' Mi:s'Mo'n:ary SO'cIety": 

"T.he Russ,ian Mi's,siona'l'Y Society wars· formed under a d·eep sense of 
RlLss.la's pres.slng .need, anq with an earnest d,esire, cOllJS,t.rai'ned, by the Love 
of Ohrist an.d' the ho.pe ()if HIs C'OIIIling, ,00' obey His com·mand to ,preach· the 
Gospel to every creature. Lts aim is, 'by the help of God, to ,bl'liu'g, ·the RussiaDlS 
to a; savin,g knowledg.e of Ch,rist Iby means of ,iUneram.t an·d 'localized work 
throug·hout ,the whole :of 'Ru:s'sia and other Slavic OO'I1u.f:ll"ies;. 

T·he ;Society is evangelical in princi,ple. The ,baptism of 'believers 'by immer
sion is .practiced, and only missionaries so Ibaiptized can :be accepted. 

We quote aol:so ,some par8Jglraphs' 'W1hich fol'om the main part o,f the Declara
tion ,Wihich all membel'ls' of Home .col1lll(!iis and Commititees, am.d all mission
aries and mea:n.'bel"lS o!f. 'office ,staffs, sIgn :before the'Lr election or appoiDltment 
to an,y office in conneotion ,wIth ;the' ,Society.: 

"I, the uud6l'\sig.ned, hereby decl.al:e that 
I 'believe in. Jesus Ohr:iSlt as my ,personal ,SaViiour, ana that ().IIJ :the ground 

of the Worn of Go·d aI).d' woitness' of ,the ,Spiriot I ·have the 81S1Suram.ce of ·being 
boron· agailD.: 

I ibeUeve in the Pl-enMY (-~~l) Ln&p'l.riation o,f both the Old a:nd' New Testa
ments, in the Trinity of the God'head, in the Virgi'n, Bmth and Deity of Jesus 
Chrllst, His Aton,ing Secrifice th,roUg·h the Blood' of the Cross, His Bodily 
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Resl\J;1Tootioo and P~SIOnal Return, the Etel'na'l Ufe of the saved, and the 
EternaJ Punisihment Oif the lost." 

VISIT TO THE FIELDS. 

It was to vis~t the Fields· of ,tMs Society, and to study its ,methods ,that 
Mr. ,Shields sa'lled from NE!IW' York on S.S. "Aquitan.ia", 0iIl AlprU 8th, 1925. 
AN.tvin'g in La.ndo'n, :we lIllet Re·v. E. A. Ca-rter, wen known. leader of the 
Fra.tem,al Union for Bi'ble TesUmon.y, ood organizer of' the g,reat d,emons'l::ra
tiGns: in. testJimony of ·the Book in. .A!lbert HaiLl and In Grysta;l P&'lace, Lonidon, 
and 'who is (President and' Home Dire,ctor of the Brit~s:h Section. of ,the Russian 
Missiionary )SOciety; Mr. Charles Pihilllbps, Asso·cia.te Dil"ectoll" and T·reasurer 
of the Britis'h Sec-tiOIl!; Rev. R. 'Boyd Morrison" Gen'eral 'Secretary of the 
,So'ciety; Rev. Dr. A. Mccaig, {Princ£pa'l of ,Spurgeon'ls: CoLlege, aJIId Edito·r of the 
Britts!h "F-rienu' IOf RUoSsia"; Md"s. R.. Boyd iMol'll"ison, the in,de:l5a.Ug,a;ble Secre
tary of ·the Women'.s' Auxiliary of the RoM.S,.; Mrs. E. A. ,Caroler, oo,d MM. 
W. J. Erv~ne, Hon. PreS'ident a.nd Pre,si!dent, respectivel,y, of the Womenfs 
!Auxiliary; and other,s. MO!llt of these have 'been to ,1Jh.e Fie,lds of the R.M..s. 
a-nd knorw the wo;rk at first 'ha.n.d. We BlliSo met .the office staff :aJIlId came in 
toJuch wlith sOIIlle ,students who are 'prepa-ring for the Russian oW'ork. 

We il'a,n down to "Siavama", Bournem:outh, Englandi. This~ was: formerly 
the r,esidence of Madame T,chertkoff, the first convert of ,the Ru·ssian aristo
cracy through! the ministry of the ,late Lord Radlstock, an,d one of the gr,eates·t 
supporolel's of Pas'toil' FeUe;r',s work i-n' P,etrog·rad. :ror,ced to leave RUSlSia 
durin·g ,the Revolution, and: havting lost 8111 her .pro'perty there, ,she fled for 
refug.e to En.g.loo'd' 'Wih'en over ,e-ig'hty years: of SIgle. Pastor FeUer, on his return 
from America to Europe wtih the fir,s,t lparty olf Mi!lls-'ionaries, discovered; Ms 
oM friend, In fina'ncial emibmrra.6smen,t, the ,prope["ty itself bemg mortgaged. 
MI". F·etler, Ibein'g touched 'by he;r great need, interested' a feIw Me'ndls, who 
fOrllll'ed. a separate ,sy.nd1CB.1te if Oil' the 'Purchasing of ,the ,property, -which is- 'IKlIW 

'being he1d in trust ,fol' a Mis·s10na.ry 81nd Conference Centr·e. Here the R.M.S. 
holdlS an annUM 'Con,vention. 

There was: a Miss'1on.a.ry Con~rence, led Iby Dr. F. B. M,eY8il", in. .progress 
there -when we ·arrived. We met IMr. F. ,S. ,Streeter, a ·melln:ber of the ·Synd.icate; 
Rev. W. G. ,Stalley, Secreta;ry of "S,lavan.ka"; Mil'. G. H. Judld, F.'R.G.S., and 
Mr. E. J. Mitchel'l, m'8llll:bers of ,the Boa,rd: of the BriUS'h Section of the Russian 
Mlisstonary Society; alD:d othenl; interested, in the' WOil"k. 

"Slavanka." operates' in'dependently, and is: not a charge u.pon the funnos 
of 1;h·e RMoS., 'eithe;r a'S' to ,it!!' orj,gionl3ll pu:rchas'e o·r as to, its 'Pre,sen,t upkiee,p. 

The new. "Hostel"---a residen'c·e f« the !licco.mm,odation of dreleogates to 
Oonf,erences--'had: jUISt bee'n com.pJ.e,teril. A number of rel1g'1ous lbodies had 
engaged "Slavan'ka" llGr ,periods in the comIng sUIlllllll,er, and· aJready, It ,s'eemed,' 
the erection, of the "Hostel" had' been. aJbundl3!Ilrtly jus-Ufied,. Indeed, mem.bet"s 
of the 'Syndijcate 'are 'Inclined to thin'k that they ,sihoUl1d 'have studied larg,er 
maps and should have built btgger. 

Our 'party fil'OIlll Londioillr to ,the ·Contiillent co.nsIsted· pf Pastor William 
Fetler, Mr. Charles 'Phillips, 8.n,d the writer. _ • 

m Pa.rl.BI 'We enjoyed some day,s: of fel'low,slhij.p in company with Pa.stor 
F,etler '!lind Mil". PlUmps', ;with 'Prin'ce Nigeradise, our Missionary to ,the IWs.slooti 
iJl'Paros. We 'Wo8il"e present at a meeting m a ha:U where the Pm'ce I,s C8JITying 
on W<lil'k. 
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,FrDIn Pa'ris we niov'ed, o-n .to- Berlin in ,the company oil Pa'Mor FeUer, Mr. 
Phillips having return~d to LondoD:. Here /W,e·h.aJd the jo.y of fi·n'dmg' yet others 
wha Sire aliv,e with m:issionary zeaJ. W·e lIIlet Rev. Wtl:he,lm GrimllIl, Pa'sto.r of 
the Ba'ptist IOhull'c'h- 1ri Spandau, a large city near Bel"lUn', the Home Director 
·of the ~r:man Sec,tion. o~ ,the R:M.'S.; Mr. Gustalf Nien-diO'l"f: the ,g'8ni811 Office 
Manager 0It Ithe R.M.S., w,ha ~' an, esteellIl.ed dea.con, of the Fir,st BaJptist Oh'llTch 
in BerLin'; and ,Miss M. L. Breiod,enrbach, to ",,'ho,m faUs the work of tran'sUi.tion 
iiD. ,prepari!ll.'g co,py for' "De·r Mh~sio~eU;nd", a:n:d: ,tn, carresrponiden'ce. kl,S(). we 
came ,in touch wtih one oil' our twa m'i,ssionuioes' in Berlin. 

In Ber,loin '\VIe SIPOke to an, ,f,n,tllllJigent cOllIlpany of Russian,s, whetn: ,we hatl 
the experien,ce o,f having th'e services of two intenpreter.s .rut the same time. 
MiSIS M. L. Br.eiden1bach tran,siated lW,hat was s'aid ifrOIm Eng>lish i,nto German, 
am.di Mr. 'Moritz Zeimer, one of the lmiss'iona,ries, tlU"'Il'ed it f.rom Garman intJo 
RUSISian. ( 

1!1rom Berlin' "we" moved, on alone to Wal'lSillrw, PoJan.d, P8.ISItor Fetler kav
ing gone dIrect ~ Berlin. ·to Riga, Latvia. In, Poland we cam,e in,to VElll'Y 
close contact and feJ.lorwshiop with the Md,s'S'ionary Inspector for Poland, Pa;stor 
B. Goetze. In his' cOllIl.pam.y we visi-tsd 'many place:s', going. as tar ea;st as RoW!D.o 
(:pronounced, Rovno), 33'4 lII1,i'l,es 'easlt of WSil'lS8.W and wit.h~n -SiXlty miles oil the 
Soviet \boo-der. . 

, We went Into ·Czec'ho-Slovak1a ,where one of o-ur milssionaries was ju.st 
a!bout ,to Ibegdn rwork. 

·With the same exceHen,t compa.nlil)n' w,e made :Ill long journ'ey intI) Bu1gan-ia, 
and into Bes'Sa!ra.'bia, RUJDl·a'nia. The III1tSlSiona.ries' ,in, ,thea·e !places have h·8Id no 
visit ~ am.yon·e r.epresenrf!in'g: thoe Mis'Sil)n sInee. gori,ng to ;their FieldS' in 
1921. It ibM' 'been impoSlSi'ble, SiPPll4'ently, f{)T' lIIny officillli or a·ny vi-sitor '.Ilrom 
OIUrtside Ito journey to thes'e cDun,trdes'. We vis\it~d our miSiSiionaries; in Varna 
Bulgaria, a PGlIt em ,the' Black Sea •. '1'h'lincEi we wen,t t() Ruae, B1lIl'gaT'1&, 81 t~ 
on the Danube just across fram the Rus,sian bordet'o 'Cr08S'i,ng the Danube at 

'Ruse we entered Rumania and wen.t tb;rough the C'DUl1ltl"ly .to Bes'lrar&bi-a, where, 
at Baltl-, a JPrQmlising wOl'lk ,i,s ,being, earried 0IIl Iby t'he ,trwo AmeriC81n'SI o£ .Vh'El 

. GrigtDa~ ibam.d of twenty-three m~ssiOIiuies'. 
Returning to WarSaw, iPoland, we visited Nury~ where a Conference ocr 

German !Christians was in 'Progress. 
FrOm Warsaw we came, on .June 9th, to IRlga, Latvda, 
Here is the Headquarters of the Russian 'Missionary Society'. From Riga 

we have ·visited and have held meetings in Dvinsk, Rezekne, Valm1era, and 
Windau, a 'Port on thEi ,Baltic Sea. ' 

In Rigs, we ,have nad· opportunity to come into aSSOciation with the Mis
sionary .Inspector, lPastor iRobert 'A. Fetler, and also to learn of Headquarten' 
AdministratioD through !Mr~ :Paul 'B. Peterson, '~e lHeadquarters' Treasurer. 
HeM day after day we have studied the spirit of the whole movement. 

STRATEGY. 

A1!ter ,Pastor Felier 'had been ba.ndd!:hed ,from hd_ congreg!lotion m Petrograd 
, it): 1914, he was soon l~d to 'l"ejoice that another coingregatlon- wa'9 being :sent 
to 'him r!n the ,persons of the thousan,Il's 'Of Russian, War Pirisoner.s w!ho were. 
bej,ng 'brought into the War P~OIIlers"ICa!DlPs in Germany a.nd Aumia. 

The hUndreds of Itl;lous:ands of tr~cts :p<lUil"ed into ,tillel!e camps frtom New 
York by "The Gospel Oommittee fQr Work amon'g the WaT' Prisoners of 
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Europe", Ol'ganized by Mr. Felter, together, with simoilar work ,c,arried on by 
other kindred organIzations, were used of God in the converS'ion of thousands 
of these memo It is estimated (exact figur.es can.not be obtained) that between 
three and four mtHion Russians have been converted in Rus,sia during <the past 
seven years. Who shal'! 'say how much of ·thiS' marvellous work was due to the 
r.eturn <to RusSJia ·from the ,prison camps' of these redeemed 'men? 

The objective of the Russi'an Misisj.onary Society Is that of giVing the 
Gospel i'n itS' ,purity and its 'sim'plicity to the, Russiam, people; to as lar,ge a 
deg,ree as ,possible, to Russians 'in Russia, but beyond that, to Rus,sians an:y· 
where and everyw·here. 

A glance at a present-day map will show a number o,f what may ,be ter.med 
buffe·r mateS', ·pi!led up on the we,stern border of Soviet Rus.sia. Beginning at 
the top amd reading down· they are: EsthoIlJia, L8!tvla, Lithuania, Poland, 
Rumania, ,Bulgaria. Now the whole of Esthonia and Latvia. and the ea.SIter!n 
sections of Poland and R'Ilmania wer,e in Russia before ,the War; an·d anyone 
preachi,ng the Gospel there was .preaching the Go,spel 1m Russia. 

Wham ,has ha:ppe'n,ed .S'ince? Just a ·po'litical change, the border of Russia 
proper receding toward,s th.e east, the independent state,s of Esthonia, Latvia, 
Li·thuania, aoo Poland, beIng' erected, and Rumamia's border bei·n·g 'pu.shed out 
eastward to take i,n Bessarabia. 

T.he Russian MilSsionary Society ha'9 as. its field all terriltQry, under what
soever nam.e it may be called, where Russian peo'ple live; and aims' at oothing 
less ,th'an preaching .the ·glorious Gospel of the blessed God to RU9S'ia's one 
hundred and fifty millions. But Russians are Russian:s, I.nd,ependently of .poldti
ca'l ,boundaries. The Ruman,s in 'Latvia., Poland, and eastern. Rum!ljJlia, are 
n.taurally and logically the people to be 'missioned fir,st by mis'sionaries comiong 
from the west towards Russia. . 

Into ea.stern Polan,d, eastern Rum!J.nia and Soviet Rus,S'ia, our fir-SIt ,mission
ari·es went When ,they came in 19,20-1921. As they la.boured their work became 
somewhat estabUshed, and other missionaries were ,seont later to strengthe.n 
the work in the same fiel1d's. . 

The Russian Missionary Society believes that ooe Russian saved in one of 
these outsid·e countries is of equal valu.e with a Rus'sian ·saved across the geo
gra,phical border. And those who are 'Baved here are in the ,hallway to the 
hea:rt of the Empire. ' , 

Our main work, however, ds in Sovtet Russia, where at the moment of 
wrl,ti-ng we have ,slxty-tlhree ·missionaries :telling of .free grace and d·y.ing ~ove, 
the number being limited oin.Jy by lack of f'lln.dls, for, while Diissio-naries are DDt 
at 'Pr,esent aUowed to enter Russia, wor·kers 1I1ready in Russia can easdly ·be 
secur,ed; 

, '.: But. ''Field HeadquaT:ters" hopes for the day when certain inhibitione and 
restrictions shalil ·be remnved, aond full liberty given for the work of ,God. 

It is iIlJ harmnny with :thiS' prifnctple that rthe work dn· Latvia, Poland, , 
Ru.mania, and ,Bulgaria, is .going forward. In the fm-.therance of this llOlicy a 
BIble Institute for'the training of workers is !projected, ·to be erecte~ Wi! trust. 
In ,the very near future. Also i·n consonance with th~e gseral l)lan. the work 
in Berlin a:oo in Paris is :tieing pros~uted. 

In both BeT'lin and Paris are many ;tJhnusand'9 of RussillllliS. There are thou
sands of these men working by the day ilJl: factories Who have been Doctore. 
Lawyers, Omcers of the Army, aond what not. . 
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It ·is true .that, "Not mlllD.·Y .... nobIe are called". 'But the Word does n;ot 
say, "Not ANY .. ~ . noble ar.e caned". The Blood, of Chri,1rt ha.s atoned for tile 
sins of pr:ince· and .peasa.-nt al'ike. 

We were tremendously Impressed with the possibi:litie.s of the work in 
Paris and BerliIb on the occasion,s: of visitS' tJhere in April and May, 1926. It 
seems to us that th.e existence of .the R. M. S. w'ould be j1LBtifl.ed i·f dt were to 
do no more tha.n to h?ld forth the Word of Dlfe in othese .gr·eat centres. Allld 
the work in these ·places could be enlJ.a.rge·d en·ormou·sIy. 

In Parts ther~ ar.a former ~.ne·ra'ls, Colonels, a·nd o·ther Om·cers of the old 
army of Rus.sia, besideS' many members of the nobiU.ty and ()f _he old aristOCTa.cy 
gener8JI.ly. An:d ,none need the Go·spel ·more than· thes·e peo,ple, slav,es as they 
are to -the for.malism of the Greek Catholic Church. ·Perhllips Jthe Lord desdgDs 
that our wor.k th.ere ,shall be the means of winni·ng many more 'af .these . 

We confes.s to being cllPtivated ,by the posSlibiHties o·f thi·s work fIb Paris. 
VY:e ·need other workers bhere. We oUg'h.t to be in a pD'S'ition to secure a. reali11y 
good hall and to largely increa,s;e the stair 'of workerB'. A booksts:ll .~hould be 
opened in Paris. Great evangelistIc campaig1l1 -should be carried 'On th'Ell'e, and 
every effort ·made to bring ·the aig.ht and ho.pe of the Gospel ~ €hese sad peo.:ple, 

It may be sam here that the Russian MIS'sionary Society aims not m·erel,. 
to build up an organ.ization, but to save men. Hence it seeks to work in :feHow~ 
·ship witJh a'll Wiho 'stand ·for the faith on'ce for all deUvered ,to the ,sa.flnts. 

THE THEATRES OF' WAR. 
At the time of wri.ting (July, 1926) tile War i·s ·being carried o,n 'On several 

fronts. We have m-is.sionar:ieS' iIb Russia, SIberia, Poland·, Latvia, Rumania, 
Bulgaria, Cze·cho·Slovakia, Ger·many, Switzer-land, 'France, iCJlina, America-and 
we have OIIle mi.ssdonary w·ho h, .jUSt .about to· ta'ke u·p work among the many 
Russia.ns· in Jerut'!alem, the City of the Great King. The main fronts, however, 
are in Russia, Latvia, and Poland." 

iBeyond a,on·y queS't:ion, God has visited the Ru.ssian pe()pIe in a very special 
way. Everywhere one fl.'nds ,th,e same conditi'OlILS. The people will leave their 
'farms, mO~J;1~~g, afternoon~ or evening-or all day for that matter-to hear the 
Word o,f God. Nor can this il.ttftudebe attributed, ,by an·y ,means .to a ·mere 
desIre to break the monotony af existence ,by commg to see and he&r a 
·foreigner. There is evIdently a g.ener8l1 hunger for ·the Word of God. As to 
bhe Chr.i:lrtiall1s. there is a U~ht in tJheir faces, a. tone tim: their voices, and a cer
.tain indefinable, though unclJonscioU's, d·igD;1.ty in Jtheir bearing wh·ic.b. marks 
them out 8.:S people who real1y know Gad in· Jesu,s Christ. Whether in Germany, 
Poland, Bulgaria, Bessarabia, ar ·,Laltvia, we foumd the same ·condi·tion.s and 
came i·nto touoh w.fth the _me spirit.. 

It would be im'PGBsible within the limits of this Repart to te~l the story of 
every place 'V'isited from April to July, 1926. Besides Paris a,.nd Berlin', where 
meetings were held, we had' nr.vlOOs in 'Bulgaria, R11man·1lII, 'Polalul, and Latvia. 
In Varna,·Bulgaria, a ,pOrt on the Black Sea, a R1l18SI1an meet.ing was held flo, a 
Bulgarian C'h-urOO. :! We had two meetliitgs in Bam, Besnrabia, Rumania. Meet
ings were addr.essed ,j.n the folllow.fng ,pla.ces dn POlland: Warsaw, Reysohewo, 
Platisch}flzewo, KOJl.ary, Lodz, ·Cholnttza, New 'Cholinitza, Plascliewa, :Luck (pr0-
nounced Lutsk), RaWDO. In Latvia we have prea.ched in Dv1nsk,,' Rezekne, 
Vaimiera, Windau, a.nd Riga. T:he meetinge ad:m'eBSi8d in Riga WeTe in the 
First Baptist Ch-ur~h, a fine'brIck budldln.g, seatllng abOl11fl 'seven hun1k"ed; the 
Hagensburg Baptist Church, a beautiful ,building aeating m hundred; in "Re
vival Hou'8e", Mr. ·Fetler'6 new Russian wark; and "])om Golgotha", tbhe la·rge 
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Lettish Church ·bought ,during the ministry of Mr. F·etIer before the War, and 
·now ,once more thTonged with worshippers. 

It wouLd take pages to ,give adequate d,8scI'Iipti-on·ff ()f the scenes witn·essed 
in al1 these ,p'laces. 

It may be well to state here th!Vt four of the .placeS! mentioned as .having 
been vi:sited in Poland, ar,e churches of German Colonists, on,ce under Russia, 
~d othat '8'Ome of those in Latvia ar·e mixed congregaUo,ns of Lettish and Rus
siam 'People. The conditionB', however, are the same in aH these places; v,erily 
God :has visited these ,people. 

An ·outstaIl!din,g characteristIc is their wil'lingness to spend tim,e in .seeking 
God. S,ervices are sometimes too ·short ·for them, but never too long. We· ;recall 
very vividly a meeting of some length, in which the people sat S'tock,s'tHI af·ter 
the Bened~ction waS! lIronoulIlced. We went to -the d,oor to greet theID!, but 
nobody moOved. There ,seemed nothing for it but ·to go to ,the ·platf.orm and 
preach again; and aN-er the second addres,s !there was ·00 haste to leave. 

We had meetings of two, .thl'ee, and four hours duration. Woe recall that 
at one village the meeting begam: at 4.25 in the afternoon· and ended at 7.45 
hi' the eveni.n,g. Tired? Nobody was tir.ed: they were seeking God-on otheir 
knees, many times, faIrly besiegin'g the T.hrone of Grace. And when the ·meet
ing waS! (llosed, nobody dashed fo·r the door. It was about forty-flv.e minutes 
afterwards th!Vt the last of iflhe worB'hillpeTs left the ha'11. 

"Cam y.ou come again to-morrow?" ·said a young man· who couLd s.peak Eng
Usb, at ~ .pl·ace where we coulld 'spend but a couple o.f hours. "If you wUI come," 
said this brother, "we will have··meeting.s all day". And, we learn, it is not an 
unu,ffUal ,thing to -have meetIngs lasting aU/day. 

And theB'e folk can be gSJl!hered i.n good number,s. We remember a theatre 
in Wind'au, a 'POil'It on the BaLtic "Sea, where six :hUln,dxed ,pea,ple (thi's by actual 
count of the seats and of the people standing) ga·thered at 10 o'clock on a 
Sunday 1!Xl000n.ing. 
. We are oon·straineq to confess -to having become- posse_ed o·f an u.nutter
able y.earnIng for <thiff fle:ld. We·can think of no greater ~·oy than to ·be in a 
position to devote one"lf ~ife to . feedIng these sheep. 

Russian ·Ohris~ia·n·s seem wholly unas·hamed of God! They a·~l 'kneel just 
after entering the .pla(le of worship, remaining in prayer for some time. And 
an .entire con.gregatiOlll: will ·k;neel with as 'ready faeUity as a well-trained 
lTegiment will ~xecute a mi'lita·ry order. They are rea'lly kneeling ChTistian·s. 

The!l'e Chri-stiall!S ,know how to .pray. No PaSAtor need (lalll upon ·Deacon 
StaIl!d.J3y to engage in prayer. Give th.ese folks but an OpportUlIlity, and a 
volu-me ()f ,prayer goOes 'up to God. We thou-g!ht we 'heard othe groaning of the 
Spirit in some of these ·places. 

·And !they are Bible Ohristiia.ne. You wUI flDld them helfore the ·time for 
·service, in the meeting !place' and in side room&j, quietly l'eadin·g their Bf,~les. 
In a meetmg of one hundred' 'peopLe, w·here a show of books ·waS' made, we 
counted thirty-four who had Bibles with them. ;But when. they found that we 
were ma·klng a teet, they hastened .to assure' us that they all read their Bibl68'. 
Another 1!11'1lstration is' that of a great meeting iIll Dom Golgotha, Riga, at which 
(by actual count of thoae standing around the wallIs, in ahsJelf, and iIIl galleries, 
and of ·the seatin·g .capacity. of th.e building) there were wen over· twelve hun
dred people .present. At .'thilf service we asked for a show of Bibles and of 
hand's of those who read theiT Bibles, and, though, ()f cou·rse, we could not Qe 
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quite 'S'llr,e, it ;5'eemed as though there was not OIl1,e exception in the building 
as' a fOTest of hands weIlJt up in testimony. 

THE BASES OF SUP-PLY. 

We can ·the Bases of Supply, "'Sectionlt'; e.g., "British Section,", "Amer:i~ 
can Section". 

From these Centre.s, Field Secretaries 'go out te'IUng the 'story of God's 
doing·s iIll the ~ts's'ion Field and d'istrdbuting lite·rature. 

'Con'tri'but!ons for the work pass through these Bases of Supply-the vari
ous Sections . 

. Thorough ,business methods ·obtai·n in aU tlLe omce·s, and the Bookkeeping 
S'Ylstem is unifonri throughout all the Sections in the world. Numbered Re
Iceipts end Vouchers. an used. lof an;yone should send dn a contribution of 
tWelllty-five ·cents 'only, a numbered Receipt would be sent, unless the donor 
requested to >the contrary. Large "Re·ceipts·" books and "DisbursementsP' 
b"JokS', ·arran.ged In columnar ·fashlon, with printed' headings for the various 
fuud·s, have been in US'e in all Sections for years. In 'these books, every item 
of Receipt and D~sbursem-en,t is clearty and. definiltely ·recorded. If an amount 
is Teceived with request that it ·be divided amongst difie·rent funds ("Support 
o·f Mis·S'ion'ari.as", "Bib'les", "Or·phan,s", etc.) the name aIlJd ad,dresEt of the donor, 
the date received, ,the Receipt number, and the otota'l amount, are entered in 
the "Receipts" bohk in the proper oolum!Ils; an·d then, in the ·same ;book, the 
amount ~8 divided amongst the various funds, under the 'Pro,per heading·s, exactl;y 
as directed by the contributor. !fhen the receipt f·orwarded .to the do·nor ·show,s 
>the total amount Tece1ved and also the distribution of the amount among the 
various funds. 

Payments in the S,ection·s ·are mad.e on Ithe authority o·f the appointed per
'sQlIl,~ and aJll payments are made ,by cheque, except sma~l amounts fro.~ petty 
cash. The usual Ledger, Cas'h Book,s', etc., ,are c!llrefuUy kept, of cour.se. 
Am·ounts go forward to Fie~d Headquarters ,from the varioll·s fund·s every ·mon'th. 
The Books are audited 'periodically in each ·Section by PubLi·c Accou·n.ts, and a 
certified Report is duly .pub'lislLed in the Society's monthly paper; 

It is the general practice of ·the Society to ·publish every month a report of 
every item receiVed, initials of the donor, with Recei'pt ·number and amount. 
Lack of .space .may occasionally compel d,eparture from this rule, and in, 'S'llch 
rare cases only the totals received i·n each ·fund woUJl.d be published. 

FIELD HEADQUARTERS, 

T·he careful Teader will nOlte that we :say, "Fie'ld" Headquarters. 
One visit to the actual theatres of 'our Gospel Warfare brings ~acts to 

one's knowledge ~hich reveal that Headquarters must be in the Field, and 
~that Head.ciuar.ters" ·must be "!Field" Headquarter,s. 

The ,s'cenes of war shift from time to time, compelling movements of 
Headquarters which would be unjustifia:ble if they could be avoided. In the 
course of our journeyings in Rumania we passed through Jas8Y, We were 
reminded that during the 'Great War Jassy was for some time the capltali of 
the coun,tr·y. It ·se~m.ed to us .that it was a' not bad .strategy .h.a.vin·g the capital 
in Jassy, .when for certain reasons the ·war could not be carried on from 
Bucharest. 

In connection. with Field Headquarters, lJiternational (Jonferences are 
held, when the var'ious Sections of the Society are represented. 
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There is a;lso a Headquarters' Gouncil which meets annually. This Council 
at 'present is 'Composed of the following: 

Pastor William Fetler, General Director; Pastor Robert A. Fetler, Mis
sionary Inspector; Mr. Paul B. Peterson, Treasurer; Pastor B. Goetze, Super
intendent for Poland; R~v. E. A. Carter, Rev. Dr. A. McCaig, Rev. R. Boyd 
Morrison, Mr. Charles Phillips, representing Great Britain;' Rev. E. E. Shields, 
Rev. Charles F. Fields, representing U.S.A. 

Be'sides the full, annual, me'et~s of tbJis Council, if matters of moment 
arise in the COUTse of the year, other meetings are heLd, when the members 
near at h'and are called in Council with the Executive. 

Of the splendid quality of the Headquarters Staff we cou,ld 'say much 
did time and space permit. 

Pastor Robert A. Fetler, a ·brother of the General Director, recently came 
from China to assume the duties of MissIonary Inspector. Fervent in spirit 
and of evangelisti'C power, he Is also a man of deta'll. 

Pastor B. Goe.tze, Superintendent for Poland, resides in Warsaw, but may 
be considered as pal1t of the Headquarters Staff. He is a splendid office man, 
and a.t the saDie time i:s a flaming evangelist. 

The Mission work is thus under the oversight of two very ca;paJble men, 
as helpers to the Gener·aL Director. 

Mr, iPau~ B. Peterson, Secretary-Treasurer and Office Manager, CaJIle 
something over a year ago f·rom the American Section in Chicago, where 'he 
was Correspondling .Secretary. He is a spiritu'ally minded bro.ther who has 
had a very considerable eXjperience in a large engineering corporation, and is 
very BlWe in ·matters financial. 

The Budget system operates at Headquarters. The present Budget was 
framed' by the Heaodquarters -Council, and adopted by the International Con
ference a.t "Siavanka," England, 'September 5th, 1924. 

As in the Section·s, so at Headquarters there is a peluodical audit by 
Public Accountants. 

So much for the Headquarters machinery. 
Having actuaUy lived at Headquarters for weeks; we feel we are in a 

;position to say something .about the spimt that is in the wheeil:s. 
~ The place is something of an educationaJ institution. Nearly everybody 
at Headquarte'rs speaks three or four languages. Pastor W. FeUer speaks 
and .is aMe to preach in Russian, Lettish, German, and EngIJish, and under
stands Swedish. He is also studying Polish, and has re·ad· the New Testa
'ment in that language. Pastor Robert Fetler speaks Russ'ian, Lettish, Germa.11 
'and EngUs·h. Mr. Peterson, besides his mother tongue, Engliish, speaks anti 
.. writes .Swed·ish, has a working knowledge of German, and is BIble to make 
"some use of Lettish and Russian. Mdss Melanie Fettler, who is attached co 
:the staff, though a Missionary, speaks Russian, Lettish, German, English and 
'·F>rench. Mr. George Almore, a MISSionary, speaks Russian" Polish, lind 
·Englis·h. Pastor B. Goetze speake German, POlish, Russian, and EngLish. 
'Madame Kuteinikoff speaks Russian, and English, and has some :.tnowledge 
:of German. Questions of spelling, .the exact shade of meaning of words, and 
;the grammar of these. languages, are subjects of tea-table conversation quite 
}requently. Four ,languages - Russian, Lettish, German, and Engl·ish - are 
~.in use 'at Headquarters every day. Morning Prayer is' condu'Cted in RUdsian 
:.or Lettish, and the Prayer and reading after the .lunch hour, in EnglIsh. 
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Qualified ,teachers from amongst the Mission'ary 'Staff give regular lessons; 
:in Engldsh, to Russian and Lettish workers; and in Rus'i'lIan, to English
,speaking workers. 
, Headquarters is never allowed to become a machine. The devotional 
perdods, morning and afternoon, generally conducted by Pastor W. FeUer, 
are times of looking into the deep things of God, and of definite fervent 
prayer, in which all unite. Nowhere does evangeli-stic zeal and fire glow 
more brighitly tha~ at Headquarters. 

THE ARMY. 
The MIssionaries are distributed as follows: 

,Russia, including Ukrain'ia .... '. . . .. 59 
Siberia .......... ................... 4 
Poland ............................ 35 
Latvia ............................... 25 
Bes'sarabia, Rumania ............... 2 
Bulga,.ria ;.......................... 4 
Czecho-Slovakia .................... 1 (Beginning work in summer, 1925) 
Germany ........................... 3 
Switzerland ........................ 1 
France .............. ............... 2 
Shanghai, China ................... 2 
'America .......................... 3 
England ... :....................... 1 
AustraIasia ....... ,................. 1 
Jerusalem, PaJ,estine ............. ... 1 

Total of Missionaries ....... _ •.• 14-1 -

(Laboring among RU'ssians) 
(Receiving further: training) 
(Travelling on delPu-tation work) 
(Beginning work in summer, 1925) 

'Bss'ides this' Army in ,the Field" 'We have in trai,mng in Engla!lld a company 
of ,ten, young RUiSlSian Students. 

Of recruits we could secure great numbers were funds available. But 
at the present time the Society has a carefully ,selected Hst of thirty-'four young 
men who have been accepted as students -of the Bible Institute which is soon 
to be commenced. 

It would be weH to say that wbJile occasionally an Eng.Jis'h-speaking mis
sion,ary may be accepted, it will never be necessary or wise to put other than 
Russians in the F.ield in numbers. From amongst the Russians hundreds of 
recruits can ,be obtained at any time without the slJightest dimculty. In 
order to understand this, it is but neces'sary to think .for a moment of .the 
rev.i-vals which have swept the country of recent years. 

0111' observation of the Field force as we came into touch Wlith 1t in 
Francl!, Germany, Bulgaria, Rumania, Poland, and Latvia, f'rom April to July, 
1925, has given Us the highest impressioJ,lS of this Army. 

W,hen crossing the Atlantic, Paster ,FeUer to.ld the writer, quite casually, 
of the way in which.!he sifted the first band of Il{!isslonaries, sending them' back 
again and again to' fast and pray and to count the cost. One after another 

-,dro.pped out (as in 'Gideon's Army), until at last the number was 'reduced to' 
twenty-one-twenty-three, with the two Americans. 1N0 comment was made as 
Mr. FetIer told us Q~ this, nor has there 'been any exchange between us on the 
sU'bject since that, tIme. But when we met Gideon's Army in the Field, we 
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understood. Here are men who are ready to endure hardness, and even to 
·face illllPrisonment and death, for Christ's sa:ke. 

For example, there ,is Evangelist ---, whom we met 0)1 May 12th, 19216. 
He is a married man and has otJhree children. He is just SIble ·to exist on his 
allowance. !He preaches the Gospel in not less than twenty places, wal-king 
nearly everywhere. 'He came seventy 'kilometres (over forty mUes) .to meet us, 
walking twelve kilometres, ta'king train for twelve ,kdlometres, and m8lking the 
rest of the w.ay by bicycle. tHe has ,been served with notice iby :the Police that 
he must no longer cond·uct meetings in priVate houses. 

A further illustration is the case of Missionary --- with whom we came 
in touch dn May, 1925. 'He is one of the original twenty'three. When he went 
to his ,present Field, there were but three 'believers in the village. The Lord 
has used him to 'build up a Church of one hundred and seventy members. 
There was a great revival there recently, and a large nuIDJber of peo;ple (two 
hundred, it was said) were just about to be :baptized when we were there. 
Besides the work in this village, t-his Missionary preaches in sixty other places. 
He bas no house, ibut is compelled to live in one room. 

Another case is that of Pastor ---. He, to,o, is one of the originals. He 
'went to a ;place where there were twenty-two members. The mem'bership now 
numbers one hundred and seventy-five. They have just erected a church 
building. They have no stoves in the Ohurch as yet. But tl).ey had meetings 
there last winter, sitting through the .services in their heavy winter coats. 
The Pastor is somewhat restricted by the Police, ap,d bemoans the fact that 
they will anow him to preach in only sixteen places. He has much fellowship 
with anot-her Christian worker. !He said to us, evidently very joyfully, '''We 
preach, eat,. sleep, and are arrested together." iHe has exercised a rather 
progressive ministry during Ms ·four years of service: he was arrested in the 
first year, once; in the third year, twice; and in the ,fourth year, three times. 

And what shall we more say? For the time 'Would fail us to-- Ah! But 
we must mention one or two other cases! 

We heard the following story in Bessara:bia, iRumania, ,in iMay, 1,9,20. (And 
let :it 'here be 'said, that of .aU the countries of Europe, 'save, perhaps, SoYdet 
Russia itself, 'Rumania is, apparently, the most intolerant towards Evangelical 
Faith.) There is that Pastor who lives far to the East, cIose to the Ibloack 
border. One' of the origl.nal twenty-three rugain. Wben we visited him on May 
31st, he had but just :been '~eaten up" by the military, and had had Ms study 
searched by the PoUce. The military Captain had administered kicks and 
cuffs very freely. The Police had descended upon ,him and had ta;ken away 
letters alid other papers. Some of thes!! they had returned. They had 
acknow~edged that they had found nothing incrimin·ating. And they had said 
to him, that dt was weH they had made the search, for now suspicion was 
allayed. (This is a Greek Catholic country. And 'besides this religious preju
dice, there is a constant fear of fBolshevism which operates against our Mission
aries.) ~nd it 'Was while we were dn the house on the day on which we heard 
this story, that 'a man -came ,from the country to this 'Past-or's home. This 
brofter wanted a [Bi'ble. The 'Bibles for distribution were kept at the ChurCh. 
The Church was just across from the ibarracks. Il'his man had also ibeen beaten 
by the military ,in his villa'ge. He was afraid to go to the Church for the 
Bd'ble., because he mi-ght be recognized by the soldiers. Would the Pastor get 
him a ~ible? fBut the ,Pastor counselled him, telling him that he would reap 
nothing from his persecutions if 'he .played the cowa.rd. and advising him to go 
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h-imself to the Church to get the Bi-ble .. The man left the house to follow the 
Pastor's advice . 

. Yet once more;-and 'again the story has to do with some of the original 
twenty-three. We secured information about this 'case when in Varna. Bulgaria. 
a port on the !Black, ISea. on 'May. ·25th. 1I~5'. /Five af the original twenty
th!ree missionaries went to Roumanfa in '119.21. tHere they divided. two going 
In one direction and three in another. The two went to a district where there 
were many Ukrainians. Here the wife of one of the missionar:ies joined her 
huS'band. having managed to cross ,from Russia without a Passport. TJiey had 
been separated for years. whHe the husband was in America. In this place dn 
RumaRia a .Greek oOatholic .Priest sent three letters 'at different times to a 
IDlinister of the government. with the result that the two missionaries and the 
wife of the one were arrested. There was IMartial ,Law ·in the country at the 
time. in strict accordance with which the three should have been shot. Through 
the intervention of a certain ,Lutheran layman. however. their lives were spared. 
and they were put in !prison. where they were kept in cells fur a month. the men 
in one cell. and the woman in another. -On the second or third day after their 
arrest. the authorities Ibrought them a companion--another one of the five 
misSionaries. whom they 'had arrested on the street. These three men were 
kept in ·a dark cell together for one 1lull month. Thel were then conveyed to 
another .prison-an old Roman .prison-where they were conflned for another 
eight months. During this ·period the three men and one woman were 'kept in 
the same cell. One of the missionaries asked that another cell :be given the 
party. This request was granted. The prison authorities had treated them 
roughly at first. but when the missionaries had ex-plained their cases they 
received more consi4,eration. They received permission to maJke a stove to 
heat the cell. The new cell was on the,second floor. w1th a fioor :partly of stone 
and partly wood. The cell was very dirty ,and verminous. Upon preferrin'g a 
request to the authorities. the missionaries received :permission to hold religiou!;! 
services. They held two meetings each day in their ceM. the prisoners lI.ocking 
to hear the ·Word. They had two 'hundred auditors at some times •. and ~ever 
·had less than twenty at their meetings. The place came to 'be called !by the 
prison en. "The lBaptist Cell". Five of the prisoners were conv~rted. two o-f 
whom were .baptized. :One of the' missionaries receivdng permission for some of 
them to go to church outside the !prison. While ·away. the misSionary baptized 
the two converts ·in a garden. The other three were 'baptized on a later date. 
During the period of ilnprisonment the first ba:by of the m'arried couple arrived. 
The authOO'ioUes' ,were :~in.d.. and, gan,tM permmsllon' to go to a ihoS'Pitaii. The 
lmprisonment ended after peUtions for ;the prisoneroS" :reieaJSe ha.d: been 'made 
to othe government Ibi, two Baptist .mllmsterS'-OO.e o/f them EngoUs.h; and' the 
othoer American. 'l'he ipri6OJleI'll' were reIeasoed,. rwtth ;penn'i-ssion ;to 'leave the 
coun.try. The IDUm and· 'Wife witili the ehoi:ld: (:we '1l8IWI ,the little oil:e. then !!"Un
n'in.g a·roUoDd. in May. 1925). went into BUJlgaria. Th,e other two men ,w·ant into 
Rus:sia. When th1lS'e two arrlVoed· in. tSOvdet RUSoB-ia. toh-ey were alTestedi again' 
and, ·were kept j,1l! .pr1s'0n. fOor three mon.th·s and: ~even daya_ . 

Even, 491 rwoe lW·rotEi' the for,egoln·g ,paragrS:ph. othere came into the Head. 
quartem OMce on,e OIf'the RJM.'S. MissionarieS' 'W'hOo had· jw;t returned· aIIlter 

. a bicycI-e tour in Latvia. in· 'WhIch he had travelled: one thousand, verst8 (663 
miles). prea:ehing and- singing in over on,e hund.red. paices. He ~·s the son. of 
a Greek 0a1lhol.ic iPrlest. He Ie IbrfJght. k,een. and, - lntel'lfi-gen.t. He wearos no 
beard:, nor other distinlCti-ve Riusisian m·ark. He would pass' in_ an AJIner!l.ca-D 
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oI.ty as a,n America,n, Englishman, or ·C8IIl8.Idbm·. Many of the peo.ple to whom 
he wen·t had- never 'befOTe seen a ,bicycle, a.nd they reminded h·m than; the 
Apostles U1Sed! to ,walk! (We ·suggested to !b.·im that t:he Apostles' sometimes 
wen,t ,~y .s!b.ip, and sometimes 00' h()l"lseba.ck)~ And. some IJif thes'e lPeo.ple had· 
never seen a g-ui.taor.. So he had to give little ,ta'lks' a.bout the ·gu,italr wMch he 
ueed. lni one ,place. some IJif the ''O~d FaJith" peo.ple protested! that a man 
without a 'beaJl"d W8i& not qualified ·to 'pre·ach. But o.the'l"Sl had' been caug'ht Iby 
his sermOID. and ·his son'g, and were ·sym,pathetic. So, "There was a ddvdsion 
amon'g them", amounting aJm06·t ·to a fight. It occurred to U6 tha.t thil!', at 
lews-t, :was: q1Ulite WIlo·stoolie. 

We heard o·f all thes·e things only ,because we asked for biograPhical 
sketches of alI miE.'Si"onar·i.e,s of w·hose ministry we have heard, but w·hom it 
was impossi,ble for uS' ,to meet personaUy. The experiences· of many of these, 
and, perha.ps, most of them, have been just as rich as: those of whom we 'hav.e 
·gpoken. 

We heard, from one of ,the staff at Headql\l&rters, of a missionary who was 
reported .to be exceptiona'l'ly enter:pri-ei.n·g and clever in the thing·s of God. 
"And:' ·our informant said, apparently with a good deal of relis'h, "He has been 
arrested eight times!" 

As we met these m·en and heard their storieS', there came ·COII1·&tantly floOat
ing through the mind the word:s, 

"'Men that have hazarded their lives for the na.me of our 'Lord 
Jesus Christ". 

"Who' through fai·tb. .... wrought righteou,eness, obtaIned promIses 
.... out of wea.knes:s w,ere made strong, waxed vaJliant in fi'ght .••. n 

"And others had tria'l of cruel mockings an'd scourlngs, yea, more
over of bo:nds and iJl!.prison·ment . . . , of whom the world was not 
worthy." 

THE PRESENT NEED. 
In the prorrecutio·n of this War, fil'lS't othings have been pu·t first; and it is 

the ·pur;pose of the Society 'that they shall be kept first. The first eSS'ential 
has been, and is, to give the Bread of Life to ·hungry souls. If no plates are 
avai.}ahle, ,then let it be a "hwnd out", :but by alol mean:s save them ,t'rom 
starving! 

But ,now that the campaign has gone on ·for IJOme y~S', t'her·e iii a tittle 
opportun~ty to cast about, and ,to .seek some Improvement. 

Two things have ,been borne in upon u.s very strongly durin'g our tour (}f' 
inv,estigation. 

. The fir·st of these is, that ·our miSSilonaries, speaking g,enerally, should 
receive ilarger remuneratio·n. The zeal w·hich has enabled men to sacrltice
good po,s~tions in Amedca to bring ,the ,Gospel to this country, ,even ithough 
they must be reduced to the necesS'ity of living in one, ,two, or three roome, is· 
'highly ·com,mendable, a.n.d wUl by no meaJIIiJ miss its reward. But we ·shaIll not. 
rob them now, 1-f we seek to i·ncrease their allowances at the earli6st 'poasible' 
moment. They should have 1688 wo,rry over financial matters, should have a 
larger ·measure of comfort, and -s·hou1d ·be dn a pos~tion in wb:ich, by ,some· 
economy, they can, say, :bUY t'hem,se1v6s :bicyCles for us,e in theii' work. No 
blame attaches to anyone for any privatiOills which ithese happy men ,have en
dured. Nor can their allow",nces now be increaeed, nv.e by an incr68lBe In this. 
Society',s income. \But this ,should ,be an objective, towards the attaining of 
w'hich every effort should be made. ' 
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Another need which mad,e stroog appeal .to us dSi Ibhat of Mission Cha·pels. 
We need Meeting Places there in numbers. The Law of the land require's 
them, and missionarie·s are constan,tty facing great ,difficu1Ues under pr·esent 
cOlllditions. One, two, or three thousand dollars (£200, £400, or £600, r~:pec
tively), according ,to .the local requirementS), wi1l erect such a bui'ld~ng. Again 
it must be said that it is no marvel tha,.t these hav,e not bee·n built before. We 
may wonder, ·rather, that so much has been accomplished in this direction. in 
5'0 is!hOrt a time. But we ought to make the buildi'llg of C'ha.pe'ls a. prominent 
objective, and shoow the ne·cessity o·f a la'Tge increase of fundlS ,for this· purpose. 

ThIs is likely to be a long War. It is just in its beginnin'gs. Workers ·for 
other Field,s will be needed. Hen-ce the neceesity for the Bible ·S·chool, and 
for the Ta.bernaCle 1IIl Ri~a, w'hioo wil1 combine as a trai·ning ground, fitting 
men for ·service at ,the Front. Funds for these 'have a:lready 'been 'received, 
but more are urgently. needed. 

Our del1bera.te judgment, after most careful study of every phase o,f the 
·situation, 1.s, th;at this move'1pent is a work of God, and that -men and women 
tn the ·home land·s may count themselves blessed i·f th·ey are privileged to ·hetp 
in .pushing the battle to the gates. One h.undred and fifty million Russian 
peo.ple make appeal and cry to us in their n.eed. The Captail.n of the Lord's 
Hosts give.s ·command: "Go ye into al1 .the world, and ,preach the -Gospel to 
every creature." 

Havi.ng carefully considered a'll .the detaiLs' of the ,foregoi·ng Repor,t, 
the undermentioned do now unanimously and in the .presen,ce of each 
other a.ppend thereto their respective signatures, 

(Signed) E. iE. 'SHiJlELDS, 
(Signed) A. MCCAW, 

Prmcipal of Spurgeon's C()llege. 
(Signed) OH'.AJRiIJES 1PH!ILLIPS. 

Associate DiTector and Treasurer. 
(Signed) D. ·H. /MlOOlRIE. 

Send contributi'ons to the R.M.S. to 1844 W. Monroe St., Chlcag·o, III. 

,THE EDITOR GOES TO C·ALGARV. 
EnthUSiasm for the !Baptist Bi,ble UnIon is increasing and spreadin'g every

where. The great. success of the Greater Vancouver Branch has led a strong 
and ·influential group' of Baptists ,in Calgary to do li'kewise. Although. crowded 
almost beyond the limit with 'Work at home and numerous calls ,from without, 
the Editor ,found -it impossible to decline the urgent invitation of the Calgary 
breth·ren to spend Oct;' 1st to 7th, inclusive, w,lth them 1n meetings designed to 
sound a bugle call to loyal BBJptists earnes~ly to contend for the fal·th. Three 
Baptist churches are \1»iting, as well as a large interdenominational fundamen
talist organIzation. The -meetings will be held in a large building seating-we 
have !been given two e~,timateB---t3,o.o() and 4,000. W!hichever'be correct, we hope 
it will 'be full. We as~ our readers to pray for these services. ·The Editor will 
be preceded for three or four days illy Rev. P. W. Philpott. 

LAST SUNDAy'S SERVICES. 
The weather· was what the country needed-wet. It poured, not sprinkled, 

all day. -It was a wet rain! The ,School was bound to be affected. We :,forget 
the exact flgures (this 1s written at the printing office at a time when good little 
boys oug.ht to lbe in Ibed; or ,getting ready to get up), .but it ·was !between seven 
and eight hundred. Not so' 'bad, that, either! Jarvis 1St. ;people are -learn.ing to 
be weatherproof. The morning congregation filled every seat, practically, down
stairs, and nearly all tht;l gallery. In ·the evening the rain was just as wet, ,but 
there was more of it. iNotwithstanddng. the church was full-we do not think 
fifty more could have been seated. ISever~1 responded to the invitation I!ot both 
services. four were baptized, and ·at the great Communion service following; 
thirty-three members were received. '. . 

'., I"~ . 
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~bt 31arbi~ ~trttt ~ulpit 

HOW TO BE OF GOOD CHEER • 
. A Sermon by the Pastor. 

Sep't. la, 1925 

Preached in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday iMorning, ,september 6th, 1926. 
(StellOgraphically reported,) . 

. "These things I have sJ?Oken U'l>W you, that in me ye migfh-t ·have peace. In 
the world ye shall have trIbulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome ~he . 
world."-John 16: 33. . . 

~ 
.HiESIE things h~ve 1 spoken unto you, that in me ye might have "T !peace.:In the world ye shall 'have tribula:Uon: but ,be of good cheer; 
1 have ovel'come ·the. world,''' 1 should Uke to lay emphasis particu· 
Jarly on these words, "lBut 'be of good cheer; ;r have overcome the = world." r.rhere are few of us who are innocent of the presumption 

~ of having told others wh.a.t, in given circumstances, we would do 
• '" U we were they. The phrase, "If 1 were you," contemplates an: 

i,mpossi1bility and implies an untruth. The truth is, it is not 
possIble for one man to be 8omelbody else. If "I" were "you", 1 should cease to 
be myself: '1 should be you. And instead of doing what iI now do, I should 
very .proibalbly do what you do. It is very difllicult to t8lke an,other man's point 
of view, and look upon lile exactly from his standiPoint. 

But if that ibe true of our contemporaries, how much more emphatically 
true it is of the characters of history; how diific1ll1t -it ds to project ourselves 
Into an ·historical situation, and view things as they were seen iby those w·ho 
lived in former days. 

This dis8lbildty sometimes aifects our interpretati.on of the Word of God. 
Take, for instance, the text 1 have read to you, "II have overcome the world." 
iIt is very easily understood In the light of the influence of our Lord Jesus and 
of the Christian religion thr.ough all the centuries which have followed since 
Pentecost; Ibut to get an understanding of what He actually meant, it ds neces· 
sary for us to put ourselves .back where He stood, and to talke the standiPoint of 
the disciples who then surrounded Him. iIf we can do that, perha.ps we shall 
share their astonishment when Jesus said, "il have overcome the world.~' Remem
ber that when He uttered these 'Words, IHe was standing on the other side of 
the cross as its shadow was deepening a:bout mm: there had 'been no Pentecost; 
not yet had He been "declared to 'be the Son of God with power, according to 
the spirit of holiness, !by the resurrection ·from the dead"; not yet had the 
multitude who were his enemies, been transformed into ·His frien·ds. He was 
facing, indeed, what' appeared ,by every human standard of judgment to be 
utter ,failure and absolute defeat. In but a ,few hours He would be driven from 
light into darkness, and chased out of the world. And yet, standing there, He 
says, "Be .of good cheer; ,I have overcome the world·... And if we are to share 
in the cheer that He w.ould ibring to us, we must get Hils !point of view, and be 
partlilkers of that Power !by w·hieh the world was overcome. 

I. 
IN WHAT, THEN, Dm OUR LoRD'S CoNQUEST OF THE 'WIoBLD CoNSIST? If the 

affirmation of the text :be true, there is involved the subjugation 01 the maierial. 
We live in a day when we 'boast- of our mastery of the material: we say that 
science, in the realms of commerce, and industry, has at last .put all things 
under l}lan's feet~l things, mere things. We walk upon them. We have 
learned, we say, how to harness the great forces of nature to our purpose, bow 
to mllike use of t'he material wealth which GOd: has laid up in His treasure
house of. the 'World:. 'But it 'Was' not in that sense that Jesus overcame the 
w.orld. Yonder truck driver would have left Jesus of Nazareth far behind on 
the road. He was 'wont to wearily wend His way afoot, !He did not ride; or, 
crossing t;he .la:ke, He used a 'boat which no one would think of using, problllbly, 
on Toronto Bay . .If the possession of wealth, if tb,e ability to make use of the 
world of the m·aterial for our' own pUl'!poses-if that ds wohat is meant 'by 
overcoming ·the: world, ·the putting of' all things under our leet,'-at the time 
our' Lord Jesus uttered these words, He had n.ot overcome the world. 
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. I know, of ·course, that even the winds and the waves obeyed Him; I know 
that He was al::!le to turn water into wine; I 'know that He was able to feed a 
ohun'gry multitude. and accelerate the ;processes of nature so as to multiply five 
loaves and tw;o ,fishes to the proportions of a generous harvest. But can you 

·think of one solitary instance in wMch He· used that power for iHimsel!. Being 
an hungered. He refused to turn stones into bread-though He might have done 
so. And when He uttered these words He needed no bag in which to carry His 
money. for He had none: He had learned to ;Perfection the art of "travelling 
light .... ·for His only 'Wardro.be was the seamIess robe in which He stood. When 
one came to Him and said. "Master. 'I will follow thee whithersoever thou 
goest". He said. "l1'he ,foxes have holes. and the birds of the air have nests; but 
the ,Son of man hath not where to lay his head." Not in the sense in which 
men ordinarily talk of overcoming. did our. Lord Jesus overcome the world. 

But d,o men thus !by their own standards -become victors? IA. man has power 
to multiply wealth; and with the niulti'plication of his wealth. hi's cares increase. 
so 'that as he goes on through life 'he is Uke a carrier's cart which tllikes OIi 
some new iburden at every stopping ,place. LilJte the cartload. the burdens of 
life are multiplied with every achievement. '1'he man whose hair is gray. and ' 
who -is esteemed a successful man. is bowed down beneath 'his Iburden. He has 
not 'Put all things under his ·feet. Ibut has tBlken all things on to his shoulders 
until he lBibours .under a crushing weight. Napoleon was Bible to command large 
armies. to asseDl:ble them and command them for his ;purposes; 'but he' never 
was such a de;pendent man as when he was leading his armies to battle: ·he 
could not fight alOl;l.e. And thus men 'bring into existence circumstances designed 
to help them. and ,:fInd they are the slaves of the conditions· which they them· 
selves have created. They are not .free; they have not overcome the world. 
Perhaps the man.who -has least freedom' of all is the man who is regarded as the 
most successful. 

Not thus did·.our iLord Jesus overcome the world. He overcame the world 
by learning to do without it. by detaching Himself from "things"; )by the disci
pline of ;privati0I1: He learned independence. Have yon noticed when a train 
comes -lnto the station who gets away from the station most quickly? It is the 
man or woman. Who has least baggage. Those people who always carry with 
them a Ibig ·'box. and little ·box. and a band~box, and a -bundle-they take half a 
day to get away from the /baggage room; and their holiday is spoiled because 
of the load they carry; while some other man who has learned to travel Hghtly. 
as soon as the train arrives. steps off and is away. He has learned to do without 
a ·great many things. And. my ,friends. the world a'bout which s'o many of us 
are concerned. is an -unnecessary world. The things which 'burden us. cramp 
us. and cripple us. in our Christian service. are the things which we m·ight well 
lay aside. If only we had our Lord's vision and iHis ,power to live Blbove the 
material. and to pu,t all things under our .feet. 

!But there is another" element .in life which has to Ibe reckoned with. and 
relegated to its proper place !before the world ean 'be said to be overcome. and 
that is the element.o·f time. Our Lord Jesus overcame the world by the Bubor
cZination of the tem,poraZ. By any and every criterion of temporal judgment. 
the text is not true. If the values of life are weig.hed in computing scales of 
instant action which mnd their I1llt;;i.mate equipoise now; if the !books of life 
receive their final a,udit where time is measured ,by the sun; if the only divi
dends on Ufe's investments are such as are paid by the -hand of Time; if the 
worth o.f human life. of character. of servlice. is authoritatively and .finally deter
mined by the verdict of to-day; tf every day must have its ibalance.-then Christ 
did not over·come the world. and the text is not true. And if the fina.l appraise
ment of human character and conduct is made !by temporal standards. he is the 
conqueror of the world who is unlikest to Ohrist. IBut Christ did overcome the 
world. for He ·knew that time was not all. The .god of this world-now listen
the Devil never wrQught with greater subtlety than when he tempted the 
church-the teachers and .preachers of the Christian church-to transfer their 
emphasis ,from eternity to time. and specially to discourse upon the ;profit of 
godliness in the life that now is. 

[ heard a man sl\-y some years ago that when he was a boy he was accus
tomed to hear ;preachers exhort their hearers to lay up treasure in heaven. to 
prepare to meet God;': that preachers of that day viewed everytlrlng in, the per
spective of eternity. a,~d talked about eternal issues and values. But. he said. 
that was very remot~; it seemed a long distance off. We have become wiser in 
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our day: to-day we are em.phasizing the profitableness of godliness fol," the life 
that now is! He thought he had ,hit upon a great secret, that he had found the 
solution of a great problem_ But that change of emphasis has done more to 
corrupt the rel1gion of Christ, to pervert the gospel, and to change the church's 
programme from that which she was given :by divine commission, than any 
other single error. To-day the emphasis is u'Po~ time, as Whittier has put it: 

"The Ohurch, to place and 'power the door, 
Rebukes the sin of the world no more; 
Nor sees ,her Lord in the homeless ,poor. 
IEverywhere In th~ grasping hand, 
The eager adding of land to land, 
And 'Earth, which seemed ·to the fathers meant 
'But as a pilgrim's wayside tent, 
A nightly shelter, to fold away 
When the Lord should call at the ,break of day, 
SoJid and stedfast seems to :be, 
:And Time has forgotten Eternity." 

That is one of the chief errors of to-d.ay, that the church is not preaching 
individual re'generation, with a view to a change of nature and fitness to dwell 
with God in the future; but 'better houses, :better clothes, better environment
social service instead of individual salvation; not evangelism at home and 
abroad, and the preaching of the old gospel of "repent and 'believe". Oh, no, 
not that!-fbut education instead of the q'uickening of dead souls into newness 
of life, the education of the old man, the improvement of the things of time 
rather than preparation ·for eternity. W.hat follows? It ,follows that the stand
ards of jud'gment are changed. U that 'be the 'true emphasis, then the judgment
seat must be set up in the realm of Ume; and, essentially, in the very nature 
of the case, it is a human judgment-seat, and not divine. 

U that be so, the minister, too, must measure his success :by what he sees 
accomplished 'by ,his ministry; and the overcomer is the man who attains to 
prominence in this life. There is no place ·for the quiet and obscure worker who 
gives the CUJp of cold water in the. name of a disci·ple, !In the expectation that 
when His ,Lord shall come he will receive a reward. If that 'be true, I cannot 
afford to ma'ke long investments, I cannot afford to wait .for the reckoning when 
the Lord, after "a long time" shall return from His journey. I must get rich 
quick, spiritually; 1 must have immediate returns; I must measure everything 
by the standards of time, or I shall ,be esteemed a failure. 

;So with the church: the moment em'phasis is transferred from the eternal to 
the temporal, you have temporal standards; and the work of the 'Lord is ,brought 
down-not up-"lmt down, very much down, to the standards of "big 'business". 
Oh, I am wearied of hearing men talk wbout religion in busineSf!, and business 
in religion; and a'bout getting ·business men into the church.· God help us! 
I ho.pe they will come if they are saved; Ibut it is ·the curse of the church that 
she has ·filled 'her positions with men whose only quali,fication is that they have 
succeeded in time, with no thought of eternity at all. Thus scriptural standards 
are eliminated, and we have in the Christian 'Church ,to-day the standards of 
the market-place. Thus i,t comes to pass that the church, the minister, the indi
vidual Christian, does not overcome the world; but is overcome iby the world. 

But let temporal considerations 'be subordinated to the eternal, 'bring all 
the activi·ties of the church into the light of by-and.Jby, and let them ·be viewed 
in the perspective of the life that is to come, and what have you? 'Look at 
the majestic Figure Whose life, in the judgment of Time, is a;bout to go out In 
failure. "It is true that He has seen some fruits of HIS'ministry: the lame have 
been .healed, the eyes of the iblind have ,been opened, the dead here and there 
have ·been taised '-up; multitudes have .followed Him; tHey have come to ta·ke 
Him 'by force and m.ake Him a King, they have cried, "Hosanna!" in the 
streets-"llUt that is al1 a thing of the past. Tohe multitudes no longer follow 
Him; even the num'ber of His disciples is diminished. A few of them are 
meeting with Him in a borrowed room; and a vague :fear grips their hearts as 
a mysterious shadow falls upon them. They have a dim consciousness of im
pending disaster, yet not knowing what it is. And He talks wbout going away
He talks about going away: "A little while and ye shall not see me: and again, 
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a little while, and ye shall see me, 'because I 'gO to the Father." The disci-pIes 
therefore said" ''What is this that he saith unto us, a little whhle, and ye shall 
not s~e me: and again, a little while, and ye, shall see me. We cannot tell 
what He saith." No, and until you intel'lPret that "little while" you will never 
overcome the world. What is this that He says, "a little while"? What does 
it mean? It means all the difference !between to-day and to-morrow; all the 
d-ifference 'betw:een defeat and victory; all the difference 'between Time and 
Eternity. To-day-here and now-He seems to have failed; and yet He says, 
"Cheer up, do 'not 'be down-hearted, I have overcome the world." And they 
said, "That is 'too much ,for us; we do not see it." 

Oh, no! But I will tell you what He could have said had He taken them 
into His confidence, and showed them what was before :His eyes: He could 
have said with the seer of Patmos, "'!I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse; and ,he that sat upon him was called !Faithful and True, and in righteous
ness ·he doth jud'ge and make war. His eyes were as a fiame of .tire, and on his 
,head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but 
he himself. !And: he was clothed wUh a vesture dtpped in 'blood: and his name 
is called The Word of God. And the armies which were In heaven followed him 
upon white horses, clothed in ifIne linen, whf.te and clean. And out of his mouth 
goeth a sharp sword, that with dt he should smite the nations: and he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness 
and w1'8;th ().f Aln;tig-hty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a 
name written, 'KIDNG O!F KiLNG'S, AND LOtRID OF DORlOS." He knew that in 
the plan and purpose and certain perform,ance of God, He was already a Victor 
in the day that was to come. ' 

So. my dear friends, you and ·1 have to live ,for by-and.lby. 'Hear me, you 
Sunday 'School: teachers, ,I am not spinning a theory here this morning. You 
must learn the meaning of that "little while", or you will stop. teaching your 
class. You will ,have to teach ,for many a day, and many a year ibefore you see 
the fruit; and, in respect to some of your scholars, posstbly, you may see no 
fruit at all in this Ufe. In a thousand particulars, we have to ls:bour in the 
sow-ing time, and wait for the harvest; and we shall he able to do it only as 
we understand the signioficance of that "Uttle while" ,-in other words, 9nly as 
we learu to view the things ()of time in the perspective of eternity, to lIve for 
iby-and"by. Then, even the corn C)f wheat that ,falls into the ground and dies, 
will be able to say, "I have overcome the world." 

You can never have a Stephen in the ministry, ·by the modern standards. 
Stephen! w,bat was 'he? A very impolitic man, a very extreme man, a man who 
was very severe, a man who was accustomed to hard speech, a preacher who 
had not studied psychology, a ,preacher who ought to have sat at the feet of 
some professor of psychology to learn ,how to preach the gospel!-otherwise he 
never would have s8.1d, "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears.' 
ye do always resist ~he Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye." Yes, that 
was very unwise; that was very stupid o'f :Stephen! IDon't you think so. And 
what did he get? Nothing but stones, nothing but st{)nes! 'That was all. He 
was never mentioned in the papers; he was never elected to the ,presidency in 
a denominational council! Poor fool that ,he was, he threw his Ufe away because 
he did not 'know 'how ro preach the gospel diplomatically. He died under the 
stones of his enemie", an utter, Blbsolute failure. with nothing to his credit
except that those who threw the stones laid their clothes down at the feet o.f 
a certain young man whose name was Saul. ,Bu,t Iblessed be God, Stephen did 
not see the stones: he said, "I see the heavens opened, and the .Son of man 
standing {)n the right 'hand af God." And because of that he was able to live 
heroically, and wait until 'by-and"by for .his reward. ('~en!"). 

There is still another element going to mBlke up the world. First we have 
the material, the physIcal, the visible, and tangllble; secondly. the temporal. the 
fleeting, the evanescent, the unBlbiding; thirdly. there is the human element, 
the sum 01 h1tman nature. Jesus overcame the world 'by the subjection 01 the 
human to the ai'Vine. '~No man liveth to himself." iWe are largely m-ade .by the 
people with whom we 'associate. But at this time our Lord Jesus had been 
forsaken 'by the many; and, as I said a moment ago. He had ibut a few dis
Ciples, comparatively, still with :Him-; and they were making a brave effort to 
be, cheerful, a !brave effort to look upon the ,brioght side of things. T.hey said to 
Him, "Now are we sure that thou knowest. all things, and needst not that any 
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man should ask thee: by this we belleve that thou camest for~h from God." 
And Jesus answered them, ''ID·o ye now .believe? Are y,ou sure that you at:e 
convinced at last?" T.:b.en, if r.may speak familiarly,' He s~emed to .say, ''\Let 
me tell you something,· :that .you· have -not yet understood:· behold the hour 
cometh, yea, is now come, that 'ie shall be scattered"~listen~"every man to: 
his own, and shall leave me alone. 'Not one of you will stand wIth me: Peter 
will deny me, and all the rest will .forsake me and fiee. I shaH be alone. iBut 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." Did you ever hear such a 
paradox as that? a !Man who -treads the winepress alone, so -th.at of all the 
people there is none with Him; yet He says, "I have .overcome the world." 

!Can you e~plain -that? I did not cOIlllPlete the quotation a moment ago: 
"And shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, 'because the Father is wita 
me." How has iHe overcome the world? He was aJbsolutely independent o·f men 
because absolutely dependent upon God. 

lAnd you will never 'be a strong man until you can stand a.lone; you will 
never :be an overcomer until you can stand al.one. Until ypu can bring into 
subjection all the human elements of life and stand a;bsolutely alone with God; 
you will never be a victor 'in spiritual things. A number of years .ago when 
bicycling was fashiona'ble, I bou'ght a bicycle. iI will not say how much iI was 
infiuenced in my desire far its possession .by the ,fact that it was Ifashiona.ble-
for w,hy should not a preacher ibe faE!hionable? And in those days, before there 
wer.e any panting, puffing, ,four-wheeled monsters gOing about 'as roaring lions 
seeking whom they may devour, wheeling was not without some ;pleasure. And 
when, in my fashionable ,folly" I had ridden that bicycle many hundreds of 
mUes, at the end of -the season '1 put it away for the winter. Wlhen the next 
season came rr proudly brought it ,forth, for it was just as good as new, and I 
polished it and made it shine as though -it h.ad just come ifrom the factory. 
W,hen it had ;been cleaned and :burnished, ;J went for a ride. Now I insist there 
was nothing the matter with that bicycle, it was only last season's ma;ke; !but 
as I was wheeling d,own the main street of the town two little urchins standing 
at a street corner shouted after me, "I'ce wagon-take It around to the back 
door. please." oIt was last season's wheel, and aLl the 'I;>oYB knew how old a 
wheel was just as they now 'know a car. I sat in my car the other day and 
a little 'bit of a tot came to me and said, "~'ay, mister, what. is the name c,f your 
car?" It was one that he knew nothing a;bout,-and it w.ould never do not to 
know the make of a car. It was just the same when ,bicycles were in fashion; 
and 'I confess I was not quite so 'Proud .of my "ice wagon" after that. \It re
quired a little courage to ride my wheel again-it was no longer fashionaJble. 
I was almost as uncomfortable as a woman with last season's hat. The hat 
loo'ks just as weLl ,this summer as it did last-it could not look worsef--.but it 
was the ,fashion then. We are all slaves to public opinion. 

The same is true in the religious realm. Ha},f the ministers that have turned 
modernist, have done ·so on the "ice wagon" principle: ,they became ashamed of 
the old gospel only because it is 'becomin'g popular to believe in a new one. It· 
is verily true-ll said it by accident one day, 'but I have come to see that it is 
absolutely true-the difference 'between the modernist ;preacher in the pulpit 
and the women who sit in the pews is just this, the women follow the: fashion 
in what they put on -their heads, and the preacher ,follows the fashion in what 
he puts in his ihead. That is the only difference. Not tw,o per cent. of those who 
have departed from the 'gospel, ha'Ve done so because of any difficulty they 
themselves have found; .but ibecause of the fear o·f man that bringeth a snare
because some young modernist ;professor, who never did know much; and 
who never was worthy to 'black the boots of his seniors, proclaimed the new 
vie:w, and ,the students followed him. Because he repudiated and scoffed at 
the old and magnified the new, men were carried away. 

Oh, look again at the calm iFigure of the text. Alrea,dy He hears the hum 
of angry voices-in a few hours it will swell into a roar Uke the sound of many 
waters; and ere another sun shall rise, they will be calling for -His 'blood. The 
multitude cried, "-Hosanna!", but He was not deceived. And in that dark hour 
so soon to come the only voice of ·a ·disclple Wihich will 'be heard, will swear he 
never knew the man. ·But 10lid as are the cries ()f "Crucify 'hlm", above it all 
He hears the music of the skies and Heaven's "Well done". ,In His detachment 
from the world of men, His refusal to allow His life to be moulded by human 
caprice, He has gained the victory. 

And we shal,l overcome the world when the Word of God, and the will of 
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God, and the a'Pproval of -God, are more to us than all the voices of Vanity Fair. 
To make appli<;:ation of that, my friends, Why did you n.ot do that ,bit of 'Per· 
sonal work yesterday? Why did you not speak to that man in the restaurant 
about his souI'e salvation? Not because you did not want to, n-ot ·because you. 
had not a message, not 'because you had not aSked God to help you to do it 
'wh~n y-ou went out in the mornIng with tha:t desire. Why did you let that great 
opportunity pa~s by, and come away from it defeated instead of victorious? 
Just !because you were afraid of what someone would say. Tohat is all. And 

• when we can get that under our feet, and live as the Lord J~sus Uved for the 
good pleasure of Heaven instead of Ear·th, we shall have overcome the world. 

1[. 
My Ume is gone, !but 'I must give )"Ou THE EXHOBTATION: "Be of good 

cheer"; "Be of good cheer." That is a fine example, is U not? I do not 'know 
-but what I could Ihave said a good deal of what I have said this morning to a 
modernist congregation, and they would have sald, "Amen! I believe in that 
myself; [ ibelieve in mBiking Christ my Example." But you could not follow 
His example in' this: "Be of good cheer; r have overcome the world." What 
guaran.tee can I have that I shaLl overcome it, 'because He overcame? As He was, 
sQ are we in this world; and by God's grace what was possi·ble to Him, has been 
made possi:ble to us. "·This is the victory that overcometh .the world even our 
faith." As to the material, let the Spirit of God tBike possession of a man, let 
him 'but taste of the dainties from the King's ·banqueting table, let him but put 
to the proof the promise that he "hath 'blessed uS with all spiritual 'blessings in 
heavenly places :in Christ, accordin'g as. he !hath chosen 'us in him -before the 
foundation of the world, that we should Ibe 'holy and without blame before him 
in love",-let a man see that, and he w1ll eagerly, Illy :the desires wrought in 
him by the Holy Ghost, lay hold of spiritual treasures . 

.As for the things of this world, the temporal things, he will say: 

'~y heart refuseth joyS like these 
Since I have il,mown the Lord." 

And as Itor temporal judgments, what do we J;leed? W,hat do we need to 
get where Jesus stood? Do you remeD;liber that passage iii i'eter where he speaks 
of adding to your ,faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and so on, and then he 
says, "If these things be in yOU, and a'bound, they make yOU that ye shall 
neither 'be 'barren nor unfruitful in the ,knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But"-mark: this-"'be that lacketh these ·things is blind, and cannot see afar 
off, and hath forgotten that he was purged ,from hols old sins." Do you see what 
that means? .[t Dieans that the man who is not a 'growing Ohristian by virtue 
of the Spirit of Idfe in Christ Jesus within him, "adding to his faith virtue; 
ap.d to virtue knowledge; and to know:ledge temperance: and. to temperance 
patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness bl"otherly kindness; and 
to !brotherly 'kindness charity"-the 'man who does not grow after that ,fashion, 
loses his perspective; he can neither see 'behind him nor before; he forgets 
that !he has :been purged from hi.s old sins; he is 'blind and cannot see afar off; 
:he lives for the present only. . . 

How are we to. overcome the world? By growing in grace, and in the know
ledge of our 'Lord 'and !Saviour Jesus Christ. Then we shall never fOl"get that 
we have 'been purged from our old sins; we shall always' be beliolding the King 
in llIis 'beauty, and the land that is very far off; and we shalJ declare plainly 
that we seek a country, that we are but ,pUgrims and strangers in the earth. 

!And as for the' judgment of men-iOh, we need 'Someone to say, "Well done" 
to us. no you not? ,Do you not need Someone's approval? It is not easy to go 
on with the world' against you. ,I see many preachers here this morning. If 
you are going to ilIe ,true to the /Lord Jesus Christ you will have to go through 
your Gethsemane, my !brother; you will have to stand alone; you will have to 
go to the cross, into the grave, and Ibe partaker o,f His sufferings. Y.ou will have 
to eXiperience all thllt iof )"Ou are going to count for anything in spiritual things. 
But we do need ,Someone to say, ·~ell done." We do need .Someone's ap-proval; 
and we shall Ibe a:ble ,to do without the Ripproval of the world just in the meas
ure in which we seek the approval of ·God. "Wherefore," said Paul, "[ ma:ke it 
my ambition that whether present ·or aibeent I may 'be well !pleasing to hi·m." 
And therefore he was able to say. ''!Let a man so account o,f us, as of the minis
ters of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required 
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in stewards .that a man lbe ·found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing 
that I Sh(lUld be judged of y·ou, or of man's judgment," 

When !by 'God's ·grace and the power of the Holy Spirit In our own iIlearts 
we are able to make that scripture our {)wn, we shall iIle a'ble to overcome the 
world; and ,then we shall .be of good cheer. We shall ·be Uke the old lady of 
whom you have heard, ,perhllips, who lived in a ceLlar. Someone looiting thro·ugh 
the window overheard her one' day. She had only a crust of dry ibread and a 
glass of water, that was all; 'but she lifted her eyes to heaven and said, "I 
thank Thee, 0 God, that Thou hast given me all· this, and Christ ·beside." In 
Him we have all things:- "All things are your's; and ye are Christs; and Christ 
is God's," Is He yours? Have y{)U received Him? Are you abiding in Him? 
May He help us to overcome the world for His name's sake. . 

WELL DONE, WALMER ROAD! 
The following arti·cle appeared in The Toronto Daily Star on ·Saturday, 

Septem:ber 6th. In our issue of August 120th we printed The Mail and Empire's 
report of the sermon to whiClh this article refer:a; and we think it only fatr to 
the Walmer Road Church to publish the foU{)wing corre&pondence. We ask our 
r.ea;der:s to ISltllJdy the article earefuUy before readin.g ·our commen't which ,fol· 
lOWEr ·the artIcle: 

DEACONS DIDN'T LIKE SERMON-TOLD PREACHER TO STAY AWAY. 

Rev. O. C. Horsman Delivered Sermon Considered Repugnant to Beliefs. 

T'he controver.sy which raged in the Walmer Road Baptist ehurClh twenty 
years ago, around the pastor Rev. Oliver C. Hor:l!'man, is recaNed by II; sermon 
which that 'preacher delivered in the church on August 2, .on the subject. "Jesus 
the Great SIn-Bearer," and by the action of the Board of Deacons of that -church 
in cancelling his engagement to supply the ,pulpit during the vacation !period, 
Rev. M·r. iHorsman, who is pastor of the Fir.st Baptist Church, of Erie, Pa., ·has 
forrwarded ·to The Star the correspondence with the officials ot the church; 

. following their notice of the cancellation of his engagement. T·h·e 'correspon
dence, f{)llowing the accoIlllPanying letter to The Star, reproduced in part as 
foHows: 

Says Dr. Ralnsford Corroborated. 
'~it<lr {)f Toronto Daily Star: A friend af mine living in Toronto has 

sent me an article cUpped from The Star under date of August 28th which 
bearEr the following heading: 'Says ·Canadian. Churche·s Becoming Effete. Dr. 
Rainsford Says Bigotry and Ignorance Cause of the AHeged Trend,' 

".My own: ex.perience in Toronto furnLSihes ·such emphatIc and sur.prising 
con·firmati{)n of Dr. Raj,nsford'B statementg t.b.at I venture to enclose to you 
·some material that ,teIIIErit& own story. 

"From 1906 to 1906 I was pastor of Walmer Road Baptis·t Church. In my 
w{)rk with the young people I had just ·begun to use a Uttle .pamphlet giving 
outlines of ·Christia·n doctrine, printed by ,the American' Ba·ptiErt Publication 
Society for such use. In one C'hapter a'ppeared this sentence: 'Man,80 far a9 
his body is concer·ned .probably hoas some 'connecti{)n wIth the l-ower orders of 
creation; ·so far &Erlhi-s soul iEr con-cerne.d he 1.& a ·child of God.' When someone 
in Ibhe church dis·covered thIs sentence, and called the atten.tion of the deacons 
to dt, the feeling 'became &0 heated: that I at once tendered my resignation, 
and returned to the church in MOl'11'iston, N.J., Which I had 'left eleven months 
before. From 1916 to 1918 I was .pastor of the First ·Baptill't Church in Edmon
ton, Alberta. I resigned that ,plIIstorate aJIso, and took up work with the 'First 
Baptist Church o·f Eri.e, Pa. My experien·ce in Canada leads me to a1llrm ,that 
any minister w·h-a dares to s.tap outside ,tlhe rut of O'ld theology, mostly of the 
Ply.mouth Brethren type, and ·summonS' peo:ple to thi~k things· throug.h for 
·themselve·s independently does .l!'O at hiB .peril. 

"OLIVER C. HORSMAN." 
Correspondence With Church. 

Board of Deacon.s, Walmer Road Bapti'llt Chur·ch, Toronto: On,tario. 
Brethr·en: Your ;night letter has just oome to .hand, in which you .say, 

"Owing to controversy occasioned Iby aast Sunday evenlng'.a sermon at Walmer 
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Road, Deacons regard it wis-e to cancel next ·Su.nday's engagemen.t." In reply, 
I .refirain ·from making any comme·nt upon ~ur action, beyond the foUowill!g: 
Fir.st, in my sermOlD: Sunday n.ight aSI pU'lpit·suppl~, I was 'as innocen,t of stirring 
up any ·contrpvers~ as I waS'twenty year.s ago whsn I held the .pastorate of 
Walmer Road Church. I endeavoured to :present JesuS' the Great Si·n-Bearer 
in a 'simple, sensible, and .scriptura'l manner, such as w·ould appeal to· ·the mind 
and in·s·pire the :he8J'lts of common fo'lks. 

'Second, I con·Slider it i,S' due to me· as a matter of ele·mentary justice that 
the people w!ho Will hear of all!d be interested in your peremptory action ·should 
·know at fiI's·t 'hand, and not by hearsay, just whlllt message I ,preached in your 
pulpit. I am, therefoI'e, writing to the Oanadian Baptist, uking the editor 
to prin,t in full the sermon as I delivered it. 

Sincere'ly yours, 
O. C. HORSMAN. 

Wouldn't 'Publlsh Sermon •. 
Mr. Horseman then sent a copy of the sermon to the editor of the Oanadian 

Baptist, a member of Walmer :Road Church~ who he says refused his request to 
publish it. . ' 
. Under date of August 12 he wrote a deacon of th.e C'hurch in part as ·fol

low·s: 
"My mind is fun of things that I feel '1i'ke saying apropos of .the action of 

your Board of Deacon:S', and ,saying emphatically, but it may ·be as w·eU ·for ·me 
to leave most of' them unexpressed. However, permit me one o'bservation. 
Your Deacons .evidently were move.d oll!ly by a. single thought-how to preserve 
the theological impertul"ba'bility of Walmer Road. They were unconcerned about 
any effect their· .procedure might have upon the .personal a.nd prOfe.ssional 
repu·taUon of a. visiting minister who was occupying your .puLpit illS' an invited 
guest. 

"The eermon t'hat I preached in ~ur church waS' delivered to .my own 
people fir.&t, of cO'\lr.se, and' also in· the First Baptist Church of Youngstown, 
Ohio, o·n July 19th, and I was !hear.ti~y thanked. Was I 'so fri'ghJtfully dangerou.s. 
or is Walmer 'Road so religiously unstBlble, that my presence -in your pulpit a' 
EPeco·nd Sunday night might 'have dl:EPtur:be4 the very foundations of the church! 

Calls It' Ch:l'ldlsh. 
"When I rellated the inciden,t in detail Ito one of my deacons, a profes&or 

of EngliSh literature, ·he compressed !hl:s co,mment f·nto the word '·siLly.' The 
mildest a.ddective that I can apply to the whole procedure, leaving out of 
a·ccount the quasltion of discourtesy, i1l' 'ehi~·dtS'h.' I am truly glad to learn that 
you w.ere not· .pres~n.t in .the Deacons' ·meetin,g, for I could not reconcile their 
cour:se with the breadth and fair·ness that I have been accustomed to ascribe 
to you. 

"The object of my ·sermon was· not Ito unfold the doctrine of the atonement. 
Had it been: II!IO, I wouId :hav.e foillowed: an .entirely difterent mebhod. My object 
was to find an. inte1l1gibLe and S'criptural inter.pretation f·o.r the 'PhraS'e, 'He 
obre our sins,' and allied Btatements. [:flattered myself that J: had done that 
with rea.&ona-b'le success. I .imagined\, of coilrse tha.t I mi'ght be giVing ,some 
people a new point of view. I try to do that in every ·serm01ll·. But I saw no 
occamon for contt"Over.gy. The ,points that I made seemed to -me ·so obvious, 
when once e1ear.J~ sltated, and so incontestable, that I imagin·ed most ·hea·rer.s 
saying, 'That'·s evident, thouglh I never saw it jlLSlt that way before,' or, at ,the 
wor.st ·s·aying, 'T·hat'·s new to me, but it's worth thinking a.bout.' But contro
versy!! What over? I a·m at a 110gB' to ·know what all the fuss is about. 

'''You say that the people were w,el1 Pleased wilth my .mor·n1ng ,BIerman, 
(It appears that some lines are omitted here in The Btar's copy.--ffild. Witness). 
followed an entire·Ly different 'method, have missed the .point. The whole tenor 
of ·that .message, when ap,p'lted concretely. was a protest against just the sort 
of IIIttitude your Deaco·n.s as'EPUmed toward the evenin,g sermoo. Didn't I Slay 
that .people are not saved by theology, -that their standing with .Qod is a thi-n'g 
of the heart instead of the ·h,ea.d? Do your Deacons sUll think that ·f·olks are 
'saved by their tJheory of the atonement, by their :philosophical interpretation of 
the Cross? ·Evident~y they do. Was the dying thief saved by hiS' theory of 
th.e atonemen~ or the woman of -the city, or Zaccheu9? Either )'our Dea·cons 
did ·not under.stand my morning sermon, or they did not beHeve it. 
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"Occasiona'lIIy I have wo,ndered whether I too'k the wisest cour.se in resign
ing ,from Wal,mer Road twenty years ago. I shall wonder no more. I ,s'hould 
hav.e stidled in an atmo'SlPhere where it is .fearless to S'Uggest a different idea 
fro·m that to whi-ch the ·oongregation is accustomed, and wh&e .peo,ple want to 
hear on'ly what they al.ready beHeve. I can·not .see that the ChUTCh underneath 
has ·broadened much by ,the laps,e of time. Such narrow intolerance, the very 
spirit that once ·crucified -Chris'l;, snch fi·ghti!l.g among Christians over theories 
and dogmas, must be enoug,h to break our Lord'.g heart anew." 

Dr. MacNeill's Attitude. 
Mr. Horsman, followin'g the sending o·f his .night letter of August 6 to the 

Dea.oon,s, forwa'l"d·,d .a copy to Rev. Dr. JO'hn 'M a·cNe ill , pastor of the church, 
who was holidaying at Redwood, Muskoka, and receIved a reply in .part as 
foliows: 

"I lI.m very ·SlOrry that your visit to Walmer Road ,should have ended so 
U!D.happUy. T·here can. be noothing ,gained in entering into any extended .dis
clLSlsion of ·th·a ,subject which cal1ed ·for the telegram from the Deacon.s. I have 
no doubt, as you ,state in yOUT ~etter, that you had no intention of stirring up 
any oon,troversy. but the Simple fact ·re·mains that .that is what happened. The 
ser·mon was decidedly at vari:ance with the vie·ws of our 'peo,ple on. ChrIst's 
bearionrg .of our sin,s. That was t'h.a opinion of the Dea:oonil'l who heal'd it and of 
many other member,s of the ·church who very strongly expressed their dissent 
tro·m its teaching. The outline furnished me by so.me of the Deacons as weU 
as the outline which appeared in Monday's press (Aug. 3rd) would certainly 
lead one to have 'his o,pin,io,n--.and I am informed that you were reported in 
the presS' in the ·fai'l"est terms·. Unde·r the circumstances, the Deacon-s thought· 
it wise to cancel the engagemen't for the following Sunday and I fully concu;r 
in their a·ctio·n. It could s'carcely be called p'eremptory as it was the .sim-plest 
way in which they could di.s'sociate themselves ·from an.d .safeguard ·the ·c'hurch 
againat a recurrence o·f teaching w·hic'h they regarded as erroneous." 

To thiS', under da:te of Aug. 19, Mr. Horsman replied in paiTt as follow.s: 
"I note, your entire concurrence in the views and action of the Board of 

Deacon's . . .. There is nothing that I would wish to retra:ct in el.thoa;r the ser
mon or the 'letter." 

Mr. Horsmllln's Sermon. 
In the sermon w·hlch caused all the troub-ie Mr. Horsman said t,hat Jesus 

·did ,not bear 'men's sins in a literal sense, tha·t hoe dId not hear ,the ,guilt of 
their sin,s, that He did not bear their penaltie.s, but that He bore the ·sJ.n·s of 
men in hi:s 'sorrow .of heart in His ·sufferIng of body and fo.rtune and- in His 
service of lov.e which was neceS'Sary for the deli-verance of sin. 

"How can one perso·n bear the sins of another?" he asked, and speaking 
,to the pro.position that Jesus did not do it in a literal sense, said in part: 

"I have 'heal"ld :peo,ple s'Peak a'S though 'God actually pick,ed up our .sins and 
put them on Jesus. But that is manifestly im'Possi,ble. Sin is not a thing of 
B'1lIbstance, an article, a commodity. It has no form, weight, or size. You could 
not scoop together a bushel of sin·S'. A!l!J. the sins of all mankind would not 
weigh ·sixteen' ounces. Moreover, we must remember that w,hen Christ died 
nineteen hundred yearEl ago we had not y.et been bOorn. How ab.5'llrd, then, to 
thlnk that ·Je'811.s actually bore ·the sins that ,had not y.et bee·n ·committed. by 
,people wh.o were not yet in exIstence. Evidently the expression, 'He bore our 
S'in's,' Is a figure of speech, what th.e g,rammarians call a metaphor. He did not 
really bear our ·s·ins, 'but it is as though oHe bore 'Our s.in;S'." 

"You cannot ma'ke an innocen·t person guilty," he oState,d on the ·second 
pro,position. ·'Guilt attaches o·nly .to one w·ho has himseIf done wrong or has 
aided an,d ab.etted anothe·r in doing wrong." 

"There lEI ,n·o legal or the'OlogiclIIl juggolery," he added, ".by which even God 
himself ,could lay upon the holy and .stainless Christ the guilt ·of men'·s .sins." 

Ood, he said, ·could n.ot have laid on Christ ·the· 'penaittes o·f sin because He 
could not feel any di:Slpleasure toward one innocent 'of wrong doi.ng. 

Minister's Theory. 
Ohri,st, the ·preacher endeavoured to shOW, bore men'·s sins in His .suff.ering 

of body and f·ortune ,simiIarly to a wife murd'ered by a drunken- ~usband. 
'~It is ·her husband's sin tbat has put her to death," he said. "Human sin 

a.ctual'ly murdered ·the Son of God," hoe added. 
'4Accord'ing to the evangelist's interpretation of the prophet (lJsaiah) Jesus 
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bore men's sickIiess in the sense that He went 81bout rendering loving service 
that delivere·d them from their .sickn,eS's. A mother bear',s her chIld's diseas·a 
when ,she spend~ .s.leepless ni-gJ:its. nur,sin'g hElt: child to :health." 

We feel sure a great many Baptists in :roronto and elseWihere will .have 
read this article, with great satisfaction. It shows that ,the officials of the 
Walmer Road Cliurch know how to ta;ke heroic acUon w,hen in their judgment 
such action is necessal"lY ,to the peace of their own church. Our Baptist people 
will Ibe especially gratified with the splendid letter of Dr. J,ohn McNeill. While 
acqui.tting Mr. iHorsman of any intention o,f "stirring up controversy" in the 
Walmer Road Church, 'he insists that that is exactly what his sermon accom
plished. Thus Dr. 'McNeiU recognizes that the modern·ist who uses the pulpit of 
an orthodox church to propagate his views, is the real disturber of the peace, 
and not the orthodox officials who seek to preserve the life of the church from 
corruption. '. 

Dr. McNeU!'s letter is entirely free from the nonsensical suggestion that 
"Baptist Uberty" confers upon a modernist preacher the rIght ,to disturb the 
peace of the church over which Dr. McNeill presides. He says: "The sermon 
was decidedly at variance with the views of our ,peOlPle on 'Christ's bearing of 
our sins. That was the opinion of the deacons who heard it and of many other 
members of the church who very stron'gly e:x;pressed their dissent from its 
teaching. On that ground he says: "The deacons thought it wise to· cancel 

. the engagement for the -following 'Sunday and I ·fully concur in their action." 
Replying to Mr. Horsman's com.plaint, Dr. IMaNeilI says: "It could scarcely be 
called peremptor.y as it was the simplest way in which they could dissociate 
themselves from "and safeguard the churCh against a recurrence of teaching 
which they regarded· as erroneous." 

That is,to say, that when the 'Pastor and Deacons of Walmer Road Church 
were convinced that the pulpit had been used to teach that which was con
trary to the standards of the church, although it had been ·so used in only one 
address, they did not wait ·to aPPOint a cemm·ission to enquire into Mr. Hors
man's teaching, but sent him a telegram cancelling his engagement for the 
next 'Sunday, thus mBlkln'g a repetiUon impossible; and this they did, Dr. 
McNeill says, to "dissocia:te themselves from and safeguard the church 
against a recurrence of ,teachin'g which they regarded as erroneous." We ha-ve 
never anywhere read a saner deliverance on such a subjct than is contained in 
Dr. McNeill's letter: it is positively a classic. And ''We have no d'oubt it sets up 
a standard which !will be quoted In many instances in the future. 

We call attention to the ,fact, also, that Mr. Horsman reports ·that he sent 
a manuscript of lJ.is sermon to The OanacUan Baptist, but that the Editor ra
·fused to ,pu'blish it. We 'believe the decision of the Editor of The Oanadian 
Baptist In ,this matter was eminently right, and in accord with a resolution 
incorporated in the report of the Publication Board at the last Convention. 
That resolution, while recommending that the columns of The Oanadian Baptist 
should be open for the discuf:!Blon of denominational proiblems, contained these 
words: 

"Since The Oanadian Baptist is the bfflcial organ of this C'onvention 
and is published for the 'propagation of Baptist principles, this resolu
tion is not intended to prOlPose the opening of the columns of The OanOr 
dian Baptist ·for ,the expression of principles subversive of Evangelical 
Faith." 

Since the sUibstitutionary sacri,flce of Ohrist is the 'Very heart of Evangelical 
Faith, the Editor of The Oanad.:i'an B,aptist was undoubtedly right in refusing 
to give currency to views which were opposed to that ·great truth. 

We pu,blish The Toronto Daily Star's article wIth these comments in The 
Gospel Witness because we feel certain it will Ibe reassuring to the whole De
nomination. Dr. McNeill and two or three of the ,Deacons of Walmer Road 
Church are mem'bers of the Board of Governors of McMaster University; other 
members of the ch·urch are meIIi'bers of the 'Senate, and some are on the Faculty. 
Their action In the Horsman matter will, no douiht, Ibe a valua'ble precedent for 
the guidance of our educational affairs. The 'Denomination may now rest assured 
that in 'future, so far as the Walmer 'Road members of the ,Board of Governors 
and Senate of iMCMaster are concerned, if at any time It should be shown that 
views "decidedly at variance with the views of our people" are ibeln·g taught 'by 
any. memiber of the MciMaster Faculty; or. if one holding such views is proposed 
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for a position on the Faculty, dnstant action will be taken /by the· authorities 
of the University to "dissociate themselves and safeguard (the University) 
against a recurrence of -teaching which they regard as erroneous." For surely 
everyone wiH recogn'ize that if· It be unwise to permit a via:iUng preacher, whose 
views are erroneous, to preach a second Sunday ·as a supply, it would be still 
more hazardous to retain such an one In, or appoint such an one to a perman
ent position o·n the teaching staff of the University. 

·Furthermore, we may hope that under the dn1luence of this decision, when
ever it ,becomes necessary for any pastor ·or church member ttl protest against 
false teaching, they will not in future !be regarded as "distul"lbers of the peace"; 
but will ·be treated with the respect due to those who endeavour to "safeguard 
(the Denomination) against a recurrence of teaching which they regard as 
erroneous" . 

And if at any time it . should be necessary to take prompt action against a 
false teacher, .to prevent his having another single opportunity to spread his 
"erl'oneous views", by the ap.plication of the principle of Dr_ :McNeill's letter, 
we may 'be sure such action will not be called, by such men as the Walmer 
Road officials can influence, "peremptory"; ,but, on the contrary, it will !be recog
nized as "·the simplest way in which they could dissociate themselves from and 
safeguard (the Denomination) against a recurrence of teaching which they 
regard as erroneous". 

We have no disposition to anaiyze the extract from Mr. 'Horsman's letters 
pU'blished above, 'beyond saying that !Mr. 'Horsman's worst enemy could not 
have done him a greater injury than he has inflicted upon himself by the pu'b
lIcation of his letters. Our Walmer Road friends will not be mu·ch distur.bed 
by his strictures. From a study of !Mr. Horsman's letters, we conclude that 
he is as far from truth in his estimate of his own inteUectual liuperitlrity as 
he is in his theological views .. 

Mr. Horsman's "professor of English literature" may call the action of the 
Walmer Road !Deacons "silly", and Mr. Horsman himself may descrtbe it as 
~'childish:"; but we are sure that those w·ho wait on the ministry of the Walmer 
Road pulpit are accustomed to stronger meat than Mr. Horsman has ever 
learned to serve. Mr. Horsman says: "Occasionally· I have wondered whether 
I took the wisest course in resigning from! Walmer Road twenty years ago. I 
shall wonder no more. I should have stir1led in an atmosphere where it is peri
lous to suggest a different idea from that to which the congregation is accus
tomed, and where people want to hear only what they already believe." It is 
prolbable that lMr. 'Homman has not ibeen alone in his wonder, for we have 
always supposed him to Ibe a very amiable gentleman of whom m'any had 
become very ftlnd; liut if there was any lingering doubt in the minds of any as 
to there being justUication for the protest against IMr. Horsman's teaching made 
twenty years ago, his recent 'Vdsit to Walmer Road will have for ever dispalled 
it. !Mr. Horsman may now enjoy the satisfaction of knowia·g that Canadian 
Ba·ptists will almost unanimously agree with his present judgment, that he did 
right to resign the pastorate of Walmer Road twenty years ago. 

We suggest ·to our readers the wisdom of filing this particular copy of TIle 
Gospel Witness, for surely the unity of the Denomination is quite as important 

• as the unity of a particular church. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 
;It has 'been found impossi·ble to include the comments !)n the .Sunday School 

lesson again this week. They will be !pUlblished,. in the Leaflet for distributitln 
Sunday. We propose to endeavour to cover the rest of the Old Testament, all 
too hurriedly, in sixteen lessons, so as to be ready to begin the regular Whole 
Bible Lesson Course on the 'Life of Christ, the first .Sunday in January. Of 
this latter we shall aJ.ave more to say at an early date. 

For the next three ,Sundays the lesson will ·be in Isaiah. We suggest three 
chapters a day for reading and .four on Sundwys, or twenty-two a week, thus 
covering the sixty-six chapters In three weeks. Out of each of these sections 
we shall choose one chapter for .particular study, viz., the sixth, the fortieth, and 
the .fi.fty-third. In addUion to the reading of the book of Isaiah itself, we 
recommend teachers and students generally to read U. Kings 14: 2.1 tb 20: 211; 
and H. ehron., 26: 1, to 32: 33. These scri.ptures give the inspired historical 
background ttl Isaiah's ministry, as -they cover the reigns of Uzziah, Joilham, 
Ahaz. and Hezekiah, during which time 'Isaiah prophesied. (See Isaia.h 1: 1). 


