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"And think not to say witlhin yourseh'es, We have Abra'ha'm to our {.,ther: foe 
~b:.r.a~~~~~~~t. t,a.~. God is ruble of these stones to raise up children unto 

II rHN h ........ "''''hlng t. • oo ........ r .... y "'tgl.u, ... pie. Th", 

J 
are ~roud of their religiousness, they assume 'that they ,have a mono-
.poly of the knowledge of the Lord, they gJ,ory .in being Abraham's 
children; 'but John tells them very :plainly that they have need to 

= repent and turn to God. This text is an exhortation to them not to 
~ depend upon their natural religion; for he sayS that "God is IIible of 

these stones to ~aise u·p children unto kbraham",--spiritual children, 
better men and 'better women than they are. 1 want to turn 

over that ,text w·ith you this morning, with the :prayer that the Holy Spirit may 
lead us to the principleSl whtch it involves. 

'1. 
Our first lesson is thi,s, THAT NA'I'URAL !RELIGIOUSNESS IS NO 'SUBSTITUTE FOR 

VITAL GODLINESS. There are, as you know, many people who are naturally 
religious; the people to whom John spoke were n'3lturaUy',religiO-us; they were'· 
Jews, they belon~d to a reUgi,ous mce. Tlhe tradition of e-very fa,mily, of every 
tribe, of the ra,ce a,s a whOle, was a 'religious tra.dition. To them in time past had 
been committed the oradles of iGod. U~doubtedly they had 'been a people 'of 
special privilege. They 'knew much of the !Word (If God; they were versed ~n 
the IScrip'tures o,f' truth. But John emphaUcally deolares that 'such natural 
religion wi11 not pass with God, that they need sometMng more than a. religion 
which is due to 'a natural birth. 

:1n our d'ay there are very many ·people who boast, just 'as did the Jews, of 
their early religious advantages. I 'have heard .people say, "I am a ·Presbyterian 
of mamy generations." II have heard some Baptists, indeed, ,boast of :their 
Baptist forebears; and scores of people when a.piproached with the claims of 
Chri1rt, have responded by Slaying, "1 'know all that, sir. [w'as Ibrought up dn 'a 
Chris'tia.n home, my .paTents were Christian peoplle. ·The 'things .o,r the B'i'ble and 
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of the Ohristian church have been matters of daily 'conversation froID' my 
earliest recodlection." ToIl,at may all tbe, but we 'need something vastly more 
than that if we are to /be s,aved. '~God ,is aIble 'of these stones to raise up child'ren 
unto Abra:ham." 

J want to ,poin't out, first of all, some of the characteristics 01 a natural 
religion. lIn the <first place., it is not· easily abashed; it is very proud of itself. 
Generally spea.lting, it is a stranger t·o humility. The man whose religion is of 
a n"a:t;ural order Is disposed, to :boast of i1t, of his connection with the church, and 
of his fami,ly history. 'l'he .rel'igion tha't ,is froID' o8Ibove ,Is a deli'cate exotic; 
it is n'ot indi,genous to this earthly Clime; it is not 'accuo&tomed to the rough 
,blasts o'f earth; :it is superna;turally 'bego'bten, and superll'a:turally nourished. 
And very oft-en a really spiritual person is very reticent :about 'ba:ring his heart, 
and even a.bout ma'k'in'g ,known his religious eXiperien'ce. [01 is ch'aracteristic of 
the man who is naturalily religious that he has no hes'itation in declaring it. 
lIe is proud of ,it. -Isaac is invariably 11 shrin,king soul, '8JId is much di'stul'lbed 
,by :Ishmael's mOC:k'in'g. There a.re many ~eople ibere who have 'had a 'rea.! heart 
experience of the gra'Ce of 'God, who hav:e ,found the 'gre'atest possi'JJ'le difficulty 
in 'bearing witness f,or Christ; and,indeed, sometimes they have written 'bitter 
things against themselves because of that fact; and sometimes they have 
wondered willether they had a real ex-per,ienc or not. iMy observation is, and 
I thin;k it 'i's in accol'dance with the tea:ching o·f ,Scripture, that the spi.ritually 
religious soul dinds it not easy at any time to wi'tm,ess, but witnesses only 'by the 
power of the Holy Spir.it. 

I am not ,providiDJg an excuse for people who never 'testi.fy for the Lord; 
/but I do offer encouragement ,for those who <find great difficulty in dOing so; 
because we are b'a:bes 'in Christ, 'and we need' t<l ,be 'helped and n.ourished land 
'Prote'cted in this 'life ,of the -Sp'irit which is .foreign to t:his world, which comes 
from wbove, 'and which is not na'turally 'born, and is eXiposed to all the fierce 
IblalSts of earth. On the other hand, I Wrould say this to those who find no diffi­
cu,lty, to those of you upon whose tongues religion is an easy message, who·have 
no reticence, no reluctance, who ~el no O'bstacle in 'Ilhe way at all, examine 
y,ourselves th'at you may 'be sure that ,part of your enthusia'Sm is not to ibtl 
accounted for on natural grounds, mther than supern'atural; for if that 'be so, 
your tesUm<lIllY will 'probaJbly have 'but UttIe effect. tRemeID'ber, therefore, that 
it :is charac'terIstic of a natural religion, thwt it 'is proud, Iboastful, Pharisaical 
in its qU'ality; it ,is never a reliogion of the heart; it is invar'ia:bly rather ,o.f the 
"intellect, ra t'he'ory ,rather th'an 'an mcperirence; i't is someth,ing external t;.o t'he 
Ufe itself, rather 'th'an an inherent quality wrought In the soultby the power of 
the 'Spirit of God. 
, And I must spe'ak this word of warning to you against offering encourage-

1nent to creeds and Systems wMch minister, to the seZf-confidence of the naturaZ 
man--.I would not be offensive, and I do not want you to Ibe offended; :but I must 
Ibear my 'testimony. One rea'son why we iBaptists so emphatically witness 
against infant baptism Is ,because of this very thing: ,first, ibecause it is a'bso­
lutely without ,Scriptural warrant; and especially 'because it ministers to carnall 
confidence, ,because people wh,o haV'e !been baptized in inJlanrcy. and 'who ha've 
'been 'brough,t into the ·church 'because of that, often 'rest up0I!. .. a ,false security. 
Were 'bhey not so tau'ght? "'What is thy lIlame?" ,the Catechism 'asks. ·And·the 
answer is ,given. Then again.: "Who gave thee th1s name?" '~My godfather 
and my godmother in my 'baptism wherei,n I was madE! a member tof Christ, a 
chHd of God., and an inher'ito.r of the kingdom of 'he'aven." The only fault I 
have to find 'Wi'th that .is that from the first word to the last it is abs'olutely 
untrue, even if it is in the lCatech1sm! No one was ever made a memlbe·r of 
Christ, a child of God, o'r an inheritor of the 'kingdom ,of heaven, by any kind 
of ceremony. TIll'at ~s a religton all on 'the natural plane. , 

Another reason why Baptists 'bear thei,r testimony to the ne'cessity of a 
regenerate church membershtp, is that certain bodies hald that the church is 
composed of '\believers 'and their .famUies"-(You friends of the United Church, 
'Will ·find it incorporated in your ,basis ,of doctrine). 'Is that true? The 
true churoo is made up of 'people w'ho have 'been indiVidually regenerated Iby the 
powe,r o,f the Holy Spirit, 'and no one else has any right to membership in the 
church 'bU't t'hose who have thus 'been made new crea'tures in Christ. Infinite 
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harm ,has ,been wrou,ght 10 children and young ·people wh·en they ·have ,been 
taught {rom infancy that iby a mere ceremony they may 'be made' child·ren of God. 
When once you 'get them into. the church it is exceedingly difficult to 'bring them 
to Ohrist. 

'I ·remember some years 'ago when 'I had not !been very long Pastor of this 
church, 'We ,had a ·'great e'V'angeliatic campaign in prospect. 'Cha.pman and Ailex­
ander were to ·be !here; and I h'appened to ·be a mem'ber of the Central C'ommit­
tee,-it was a simutbaneous campaign, there were to be nIne or ten centres 
throughout the city, and we 'lilt J·arvis Street were joined With the Massey Haal 
meeting at which Dr. Chapman was' to speak. In al'ranging the meetings ,before 
I came to t·he -city, there had been an understanding that Dhere would !be no 
evening meetings' in Massey iHoall. The .past.ors did . -nO't want the evening 
meetings, ,because they were rather a.fraid of their own congregations. I said, 
"I do 'not care whether you have evening meetill'gs o·r n'O't, ibut had you not 
'better keep to your engagement?" However, the chairman of the committee, 
a very excellent man, 'WI8.S determ·ined to have an evening meeting, if not at t'he 
,regular hour., t·hen a!terward. To m'aJke a long story shON, I uTged that they 
had 'better 'keep to their contract to avoid 'a-ny misunderstanding. The chair­
man said, '"!M.r. Shields does not seem to understand. Dr. Cha.p:ptan's idea is to 
leave behind him a great band of trained 'Workers who will 'be of use to the 
churches long a·f·ter he is gone." .1 said, "That may !be ipossilble, ,but -it ·is rather 
an am.bitious programme to ·raise up and train a great army in four evening 
services." "Oh ibut," slllid this 'brother, '''yoU do not understand, sir. We all 
,know t'hat 'We h'lI;ve a great many people in our ·OOurches, church members, and 
church officers, who have never Ibeen 'converted; and these are 'the 'people we 
want to reach." "'Oh," [ said, "that is an'Other matter. iDo you mean that you 
want to get your own church membe·m converted?" ''Yes, that ,is w'at I mean," 
he said. [was lo.oking at it from an entirely d.ifferen't stand.point: I assumed· 
they were converted 'betlore they ·became church members. 

The point is ·this: the idea stilll dbtains to·day, that believers "and their 
children" should ,be ,included .in the chul"C'h and trained up in the way tluit they 
should go. John said, "Think not to sa.y wit'hin yourselves, We have Abraham 
to our father." That will not do you any good. Your father may have Ibeen 
the 'greatest ·preacher on the e'arth, he may have 'been a most devout man; 
your mother may have ibeen a praying woman; you may h'8.ve been baptized 
into the church, !brought up in the church, -trained at your mother's knee; you 
may have attended Sunday Sch'ool, and ibe!!ome famili'8.'l" with the letter of the 
Word of God itself, and yet y,ou may have no part nor lot in the religion of 
Christ. You may !be just as ·far '8.way from Ood as if you had been Iborn in 'the 
heart of an African jungle. lIt ·is something more than a -natural religion we 
need i·f 'We are to ,be saved,. more than Abrah'8.m 'to our father; we must lbe 
'begotten of the iHoly Ghost. "Except a m:an .be 'born"-not of A:br8lham, not of 
'blood, n,o,r of the wiliJ. of the flesh, nor of the will of man-"except a man Ibe 
,born again .. .......,'born from' albove-l"he cannot see the kingdom of God." That is 
our message, that mere natural religiousness -is no sUlbstitute ,for vital godliness: 
"Ye must be -born again." 

II. I!t • 

[n the second place, ,SPIRITUAL INSENSmILITY IS NOT AN: [NSUPEBABLE OBSTACLE 
TO THE.'SPIRIT· OF GoD: "'God is: 'a'ble of ,these s'tones to ·raise up children 'unto 
·A:braham." Once 'again let· me lay·· down ,the p.rinciJplle that I ,brln'g to you, I 
. hope, eve·ry time [ pre.aoo, that the religion of Ohrisr1; is supernatural 'in its 
'origIn and in its continuance 'aU the way through; and that·wha't we must look 
fur is not capaCity here, fbut of abi'lUy there: "'God 1s able"! But !for that grea~ 
truth, my friends, I, a:t least, should :be willin-g to close the doOI"l3 of 'this and 
every other church. There is no reason for ·keeping them open, no reason for 
your sitting there or fur my standing !here, or for anyone else taking our pl&ce, 
unless it be for ever t·rue that our '''God ,is Bible" -to d,o what 'human power never 
can do, to do what -is'u'tterly 'beyond all human a'bility -to acoom·pIish. 1 desire 
'8.gain this morning to direct your thought to the ena;bling God" to Him Who "is 
able to do exceeding albundantly above all that we uk or thin'k ..according to the 
power that worketh in ·us." 

Very we'll, then, salV'ai·ion begins with God .. He is "able ·of these' stones to 



4 (268) THE G O·S PEL WIT N E S S August 27, 1925 

raise up children unto .AJbrn:ham." A great many people need to learn that 
lesson. U a man is reHgiously inclined, i'f he is 'going to ISunday I8chool or 
(,'hurch, some people will say we had .better begin to pray for him: he has a 
religi.ous inclination, he seems to be rel1giously diSiPosed. :By all means, my 
friends, pray for ,him; Ibrut he needs vastly more than a "religious inclination." 
But what .of the man who never goes to church, what 'Blbout the ,people who are 
outsid·e, who have 0110 reli-gious interest Wlhatever? 1D0 you know that there a·re 
tens of thorusands of people' in this city who never dal'lken the doors of a place 
of w.orship, who never come under the sound o.f the gospel, who never come 
under any kind of ·religiou·s infiuence at BIll? "'Well," you s'ay, "what can we 
do for such? I 'Would rather give my attention to the peo,pie wh'O show some 
interest in the church, in religion, than to waste my effort on people who are 
utter-ly unresponsive." fI"hat is our weakness, rather, it -is our sin, that the 
modern chu'rch has fallen into the hfibit of con,fining its ministry to religious 
circles. 

,I went to a place some years ago to help a pastor in that town ,o,f two or 
t'hree thousand ~eople in evangelistic services, and there were four or five 
churC'hes there at least. I suggested to the pastor th'at we go v·isitinog from 
house to house. He had 'been in that town ten years--'he was a true man of God. 
"Well," he said, "I do not ·know what the people will think of it:' ,I said, 
"Never mind, just let us go. We will carry 'a simple gOSiPel message to each 
home; and 'Where we have opportunity we wHil read the Word of God and pray. 
iSut let qs go into e~ry singlc house in this town, and carry the gospel, and 
pray with the ·people where t'hey will let us. .Afterward, we can at least pray 
that God w-iU ,bless our efforts." We went into every house in that town. I 
remem'ber we ca:me upon the parsonage of the Oatholic Church where the priest 
li-ved, and my friend said, "What shall we do 'here?" 'I 'replied, "1 do not know 
anyone who needs the gospel more, 'We wiN go in 'and see the Ibrother." And we 
did. He was not at home, but we ,left him a cordial invItation to come to our 
services. lBut in that small town we' found scores of homes into wh-ich no 
Christian minister ever entered, and whose representatives never went inside 
any place of worship. Here was a little town o·f two or three thousand peo,ple, 
and a large section of the population utterly irreligious and absolutely neglected 
by the five churches in the town-and nearly all of them complaining that they 
had no opportunities,. while opportunities were thronging their doors. "Oh, 
but," they said, "they are dead as stones; they are. not religious. There is no 
use wasting your 'breath on stones." But if they had :believed my text, "God is 
a'ble of these stones to raise up children unto Albraham", they would' ,have given 
their attention to the stones. 

!I want to say this to you Sunday ·,school teachers, and you' Christian 
scholars in the -School, let us give our attention 'Very specially to peopJe whom no 
one else is looking after. It is weH enough if some ·people already saved are sent 
into our fellowship; 'but I would far rather 'build this ,house of new material. I 
rejoice whcn people come to us 'by letter from other churches, if they come of 
t:hemselves and ,feel that th'e Lord is caUin'g them; 'but I always remem'ber when 
one comes to us ,by letter that our gain means someone else's loss. But if we 
can gQ ou~ ,into the highways and hedges, and find the stones-;people who are 
utterly dead, who never pray, nor read the Word of God, nor hear.a sermOll­
if w~ can get them .by the power 'of God, we are really 'building' a. house fo'r~ 
·God; and every ·bit of that wor:k we do is a nett 'gain to the church of Christ. 

My word to you this morning is that we ta.ke hold of the gospel afreSh, and,' 
ibelieving that the g{)spel of Ch·rist is the ·power of God unto salvation, let us go:' 
after the hardest cases ,in the city o·f Toronto-men and women, ~oys and gIrls, 
for whom no one cares. 'Let us resolve that ,by iGod's 'help we wiU' go and gather 
stones, in the conlfidence that our "Ood is lIIble of these stones to raise up 
children unto A:braham". Then we shall praise Him .for ever more. 

If there is an unconverted person here this morning, II want to teU you of 
a ·,g.reat salvation. I know what you will say. Perhaps there is someone here 
whoo will say this: ">Well now, 'Mr. ·Preacher, don't waste your time on me. I 
dropped in this morning ·for no paroticular reason. I was not ,busy, just passing 
through town, and did not know what else to do. I had heard aJbout Jarvis 
St'reet Ohurch and the terri,ble man that ~reaches here; 'but I did not e~pect to 
receive any 'helip .from t'he mes·sage. I am not a. religious man; you had 'better 
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give your attention to someone else, to some of your regul8lr hearers." My 
friends, the wonder of the 'work God is dOing in this Place is just that: I ha:ve 
seen many !people who have ,been here Sunday after Sunday for years, yet they 
are the most difficult people to reach; while others who have not 'been 'inside a 
,place of worship ,for many years, the very first time t'hey cross the threshold 
they are s'aved? Why? 'Because 'Our God is wble. And it may 'be, my brother, 
that a.lthough y,ou thought you were plannIng to come to Jarvis Street Church 
just to spend a ,Sunday mornin'g when you had nothing else to do, that t'he 
Lord God ,from aU eternity 'Planned to meet you here, and to save you 'by' His 
migohtyarm', 'bringing you in ,huIIllble penitence to the feet ,c,f Ohrist. 

There may !be another man here not Uke that; ,but he says, "I am a:fl'aid, 
sIr, there is not much reil.igion in me. I have tried to ,be religious, and r have 
almost despaired of ever .being 11 Ch,ristian. I should [ike to ,be. I have at least 
a g,rowing dissatisfaction with t-he things- of this world, and if there be any­
thing else !better :I should like to 'have it; 'but I cannot say that my 'heart is 
tender towa.rd Ch'ri8t. .1 do not :know anything 'a:bout Him. I have occasionally 
rebuked myself for my hardness of heart; :but /I am here "this morning almost 
"a religious derelict, just tossed wbO'llt !by the waves." Oh, ,if .I ,had to argue with 
you this morni·ng, -if, I had to convince your judgment, and ,by some 'psychologi­
cal process unlock your dar,kened·understaliding and get the truth 'Of God inside, 
-if iI had to d'o t'hat it would ibe an im'Possible task. But I come to you as to 
one who may 'be as cold as 'a stone, 'and as ha:rd as a stone, and, ;perhaps, as 
de&d and as unresponsive as a stone-'With no Sipiritual [tfe at all. 'But '"God 
is alble", He is a'ble! !of you will hut breathe a prayer to Him now, He will save 
,you. If there ,be, indeed, !but a sparok of desi.re" It is an evidence that God is 
already working; and 'if while I am speaiking to you }'our heart shall cry, 
"God be merc)i.ful to me ,a sinner", God is alble of that stony heart to raise u'p a 
chUd unto .A;braham. 

I want to use this text this morning, just for a sentence or two, to urge 
upcn YGU who pray a still fUiller consecration to the ministry of intercession. 
"For what am I to pray?", someone may ask. Pray for the improbable, pray 
for the impossi'ble. If II were to as'k how many wives 'there a're here who are 
,praying fp-r t'heir husbands, I eJq)ect 'I should get a great many hands raised 
this morning; -if I were to ask how many parents ,here are ,burdened for their 
children, 1 have no doubt many would respond. I was tal,king to a ,father who 
was with me on the train this last week-.a Ba.ptisot minister, a man 'Of God. 
He nid, 'my !boy 'is ,twenty-two years of age, 'a fine, dean, young fellow, a really 
splendid !bOY, attendin'g university; but in s'pite of all his mother and I have 
;been alble'to do for him, :he is not saved." /I wish you would !pray for that oboy 
when you ;pray, wi:J.l y,cu? There are many fathers Uke that. 

'I 1'emember' a dear sister who once said to me" "I prayed for my husband 
for thirty years; and I prGmised the !Lord that 1f He would save him .J wouqd 
go -to ,the ehurch -he wanted to attend." "Well.":I said, "that is fine, 'but why 
did you make that promise?" "BeC8lllse," she said, "I ,know he will never attend 
my church." "/Well," ,I said, "it is not half such a m·iracle for the 'Lord to make 
a BaptiB't of him as to maJke a Christian of him. You !believe it "is possi:ble for 
the Lord to save ,you,r hu'sband, !but quite beyond the Lord's ,power to make him 
go to a Baptist chu'reh." She replied, ",II had never thought of that.'" That man 
had !been a saloon"keeper, and he was rioted'as the most :profane man in the 
neighborhood. The one thing he hated above 'a:ll things was the cltureh ihis wife 
attended, the :Baptist church-not for 'his wife's sa'ke; he was quite devoted to 
her---Jbut he hated the Baptist 'church. He never .had gone to it-he vowed he 
never would go. This won;tan came to me in her distress, and I said to heT, 
"Suppose we pray for qIim?" '''Well, but what if you cannot reach him, what 
then?" "Well," I said, "the Lord can reach him; we will pray for him." 

God ean ,reach pec'Ple that you cannot, and our o-bject ·is to get people saved 
whom we cannot reach, who are as hard as stones. We'prayed regularly for this 
hus'band. [,th'in:k II never !bowed my knee .but that man came before me. 1 had 
a Bi;ble class at the time, ,and wfter a while .J learned that 'he w.culd sometimes 
come and sIt on the steps outside, !because he ,could hear through the window. 
He would not come inside; he would not 'brea.k his vow; ibut he got just a little 
,bit of ,the Word as he sat outside 'the window. After a while he came w.uh his 
wife one 'Su'nday eveninog, 'but did not come a'goain for some ti-me. Then he came 



6 (27~) T,R E G,o, ~ p ~ L : WIT N E S S A:u:gus,t 211, 19J5 

!back again; and alter some time ,he ,became a regular hearer Sunday nigh ts. 
Nothing could bring 'him ISunday morning, but he came Sunday 'evening. He 
was the sort of man you could not touch: he was as hard as a stone. Everyone 
was afra,id of him, he was so rough, so uncouth in ,his speech; lbut he came down 
the aisle with his wife, and always sat in one particular ,place. He was out like 
a shot after the ,benediction, no one could get a chance to reach him. After a 
while ,he Ibegan to come ,Sunday morning, and at last 'became a regular l!lorning 
and evening attendant,----but the same man :with a fence all around him. 

'One December evening when ih'is wife was out-of-town I saw 'him walk into 
prayer meeUng. No one had invited him-owe were afraid to invite him to 
prayer meeting-except that we had sent him a great many invitations over the 
Mercy-seat. He came'into the 'prayer meeting, and I met him at the rlose. I 
gripped him 'by the hand, and said, '~ am so ,glad to see you here to-night, 'Mr. 
So-and~So." And he said, "Oh, the wife was away, and -the house had to be repre­
sented." «(Laughter.) He just came as his wLfe's representative. The first Sun­
day in the new year he was there. And as he went out fr'om t'he service 1 met 
;him at the door, and said, "Well, 'Mr. ISo-and-So, what about you?" He snapped 
!back as thou'gh he would like to ,bite my head off, "'[ a:m thin'king wbout it," and 
away he went. I heard afterwards that he went home and to ~bed, but not to 
sleep. About four in the morning he rose and went out to his stable-it was 
before the day of motor cars-and there in the early hours of the morning, he 
was saved. lIIis wife had cOD!fidentially to;ld me that every Sunday when he got 
!lome he wO'lllld say:-,his wl,fe's name was Kate-he would 5'ay, "'Now loak here, 
Katies, don't you dare ask me to go with you to that church again, for I won't 
go. I will never go to hear that man again; 'he just hit me all over to-day". He 
would storm and waIk ,u.p and down, vowing he never would go back to that 
church,---lbut the next Sunday he was there just the same. On this !particular 
Sunday he did not sleep at night, and at four o'cloek In the morning,he got up 
and went out and settled it with the 'Lord, or, more correctly speaking, t,he Lord 
settled it with him. The next 'Su'nday night he stayed to the aftermeeting; and 
I gave an opportunity for testimony. This hard man got up near the fr,ont, and 
turned around to the 'People and said, "J: teU you. men"-he was a very unlet­
tered man, although he had made a lot o.f money-"I teill you. men, I wrastled 
with t)le Lord"-he d.fd not say "wrestled" but "wrastled'!-"jjor many years, but 
the first 'Sunday of this year He was one too many for me, and 'he downed meY 
That was his con'ception of salvation, that 'he was alsolutely conquered 'by ,the 
Lord. 

Our "God is able 'of these stones to raise u.p children unto ,A'braham." There­
fore, my dear friends. let us continue to pray. We have plenty 'Of stones in 
Toronto. rubundance of material for building a great spiritu8,l house if on:ly God 
the Holy S'pint will take the contract. \And that is w,hat He wants to do, and 
waits to do. Let us pray unceasingtly that we may see multitudes of peoplo 
brought from da,r'kness to light. , 

How many of you here this morning are 'going to show that you are not 
stones 'but children? Stones do nat speak, stones do not pray, stonlls do not 
I;Onfllss tlIeir faith. Some of you have Ibeen as stones for a long time, ,but if the 
Lor:d has ,given: you a ·heart of flesh, has touched you by His Spl.~it so that you 
are ,ablEl to say, "'I am a. :poar sinner and nothing at aU, ibut Jesus ;Christ is D;l.Y 
all in'.aIl", then you may 'be saved this morning. By the way, 'I think 1 wih 
tell you that old story that ![ have told many times before, one of Spurgeon's 
sLories, about "Jack the ,huckster" . 

• Tack was simple-minded. Some people said he was "half-cracked"; and I 
rather think he was, because he was accustomed to tippiling a little bit and 
sometimes had more than w·as good for him. He had a :barrow which he used 
to wheel around the viIl8Jge, selling vegetalbles,-potatoes, calfbages, and other 
things. Nearly always /'-S he went on his way when anything happened-, lie 
swore. !He was a very profane man. But as ,he was wheeling his cart one day 
he ·hear.d a woman in a basement singing as she stitched with her needle: 

"['m a poor sinner and nothing at all, 
But Jews Ohrist is my all ,in all." 

Jack caught the words and the melody; and as· he,w.ent on he began to sing it 
over to himself: 
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"I'm- a poor sinner and nothing at all, 
But Jesus Ohrist is my all ,in all." 

He sang that, on his way unti'l, little !by little, 'by the ,blessing ,o,f God, the gt:eat 
truth of that· couplet sang its way into simple Jack's understanding, and his 
heart was opened, and he sa:id, "That· is true. Praise God! 

'I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all, 
But Jesus Christ is my all in all'." 

After ·a w)1ile he thoug·ht he ought to join the chureh, so he went to see the 
minister. Jack ·was a notorious character, everyone knew him; and the minister 
was sur,prised when 'he said that he wanted to be 'baptized and foin the church. 
He said, "Why do you want to join the church?" "Well, sir, ,because 

II'm a poor si-nner and nothing at all, 
iBut Jesus Christ is my a;ll in all'." 

"Well," said the minister, "that is a fairly good reason, Jack; !but it means 
a great deal, you ·know, to loin the church. You need to :be instructed on the 
duties of chureh memlbership, and what it means to 'be a Christian. And that 
is aU you ,know?" "Yes, sir, that is all 'I know: 

"l'm a -poor sInner and nothing at all, 
But Jesus Christ is my all in a;I1'." 

"Very well," the minister said, "II will have the deacons come together, and 
'you must give your testimony to the deacons. They will ask you questions, and 
find out if you are ready to join the church." 

ISo Jack came singing along 'at .the ap·pointed time. 

"I'm a poor sinner and nol;ohin·g at a;Il, 
But Jesus Christ is my all in alL" 

The minister explained the case to these grave men and said, "Now. brethren, 
you may ask Ja¢k any question you., want to." One aaid. "Well, Jack, when were 
you conver~ed?". 'U don't know, sir; I don't know anything about conversion." 
"Y:ou don't kno.:w anything a:bout conversion? Why do you want to join the 
church?" "Because," said Jack, 

"'!I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all, 
·But Jesus Christ is my aU in all'." 

Another deacon ·said. "You know, Jack, sometimes 1 ma;ke great progress in the 
Christian life, and I ,feel that II am ·really gettin on; and then something ha.ppens 
and I g·et set back a bit. Supposing you 'had an experience like that. what would 
you do?" "Well~" said simple Jack, "I don't ma:ke any -progress; I am always 
just a ,poor si-nner and nothing' at all •. and iI never go ·back ·because Jesus Christ 
is my all in all: He won't let me go bac·k." Then another deacon staggered Jack 
by saying, "Jack, sometimes I lose my evidences;. sometimes I have strong 
evidences that I 'a:m a Christian; but sometl~es .I lose.my evidence'>, lind I am 
not so sure about it. What would you do if you were to lose your evidences?" 
"Well," he. said, :'1 have no evidences. I told you that I am a poor sinner and 
nothing at ala; having nothing iI ·have nothing to lose; 'but Jesus Christ is my 
nil in a;II, and I 'cannot lose Him." 'They all ha.d a try at ·'him. '£hey tried in 
every way to tri-p him up, at least, ·tliey tried to ·find out what he believed; 
but. far more consistently than most ·preachers; Jack stuck to his text and 
inE'isted, . '. 

"I'm a poor sinner and nol;ohing at aU, 
!But Jesus Christ Is myalll in all." 

After they had heard his testimony, the minister and deacons said, "Well, Jack, 
we think you had better' come into I;ohe church, for that is what the church is 
for: for :poor sinners who are nothing at all, to whom Jesus Christ is all in a.i1." 

Now, I have made the gospel plain to you, Ihave I not? Then, we will sing, 

"Just as I am, without one plea, 
-But tha:t Thy blood was shed' ·for me, 

And that Thou bidd'st ine come to Thee, 
o Lamlb of God, I come, I come." 
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The publication of this p~Jler as a missionary en terprise is made I?!lssible by t.he gilts of 
members of Jarvis Street Ohurch and otbers, lind i.s sent to subs.crlbers by '!lllil for $:2.00 
(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read thiS have rce.elved ble88Ul"" 
we shall be graLeful for -any thank·offering you may be able to send to. The Wotness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your rray" ... that the mes.al'e of The Witness may be u~ed by 
the Holy Spirit for the defel)ce 0 .the· Faith, the salvation of souls,. and the !'xal .... tio'!- of 
Christ. As our funds Ulake It pOSSible, we hope to add to ol1r free bst, from tLme to time, 
the names of ministers at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 

THE TORONTO BAPTIST PASTORS' COLLEGE. 

The title of this artide is likely to startle many of our reade~s. It is 
written to inform them of a plan which we hope s'oon to rea·lize. 'We believe 
never a week passes that we do not receive enquiries from young people, or 
their parents, as to what e'ducational institution ,we can recommend t'hat will 
give the student a sound, thorough, and practical training for Christian servic~. 
:Alt:though many educational institutions have greatly departed from the faith; 
we rejoice there are still many in which Christ is magnified, and in Which care 
is exercised to lead the students into a fuller knowledge of Him. 

But many of these ins'titutions are far 'away. A very large number of our, 
,own young people in Jarvis Street have set their minds upon obtaining :'a,~ 
collejge course which will adequately prepare them for Christian work; and' 
many have asked why such an institution could not immediately be established 
under the direction of Jarvis Street Church. The Editor of this paper is not 
so foolish as ,to sup,pose tha:t ;he has .the qualifications t,o undertake su'ch a 
task himself; hut 'he has observed that leaders in industry, commerce, and 
finance, invaria'bly discover other men more gifted than themselves whom they 
can organize for 'their punposes. 

An Educational Ideal. 

We 'have long cherished an educational ,ideal whose ,practice we have never 
seen really tested. We therefore want, first of all, to state that educational 
ideal. It is ,found in the New Testament, in the third chap'ter of Philippians, 
eighth verse: "I count all things hut loss for 'the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord." The Apostle Paul was a gifted man by nature.,: 
He was a man of keen, vigorolls, massive i!ltellect. Moreover, his natural 
powers 'had 'been developed to the ,full through the highest culture whic~ -the 
schools of ,his day ,could provide. Even an enemy recognized that he was a 
man of "much learning." But when this Igreat ,scholar was converted, he joy­
fully laid all his' great abilities at the 'feet of Christ. He implicity declares that 
even his every thougtht was ,brought into cap'thdty to the obedience of Christ; 
and in t'he verse 'We have quoted he discloses the great motive and aim of his 
life. He esteemed the knowledge of Christ to be the most excellent of all 
sciences, and tel:ls us tha't it had become 'the rule of his life to subordinate 
ev~ry consideration to this one supreme end, and to count. everything "but 'loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." 

We believe, therefore, that this represents the 'Chris'tian ideal of education: 
Christ must ,be put first; the end of all education must ,be to know Him better. 
If we ,study languages, or mathematics, or litera'ture, or philosop'hy, or any ot 
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the sci~nces, it ~ust be with a view to obtaining a better knowledge of Christ . 
. The pursuit of such an ideal can be maintained only in a healthy ;spiritual 

· atmosp'17.er·e. A man is not likely to develop an aesthetic taste in a coal mine; 
it 'is 'n~t .proibalble that one would Igrow as a musician amid the din of a 
boilermaking establishment. So to keep always in view this worthiest· of all 
ideals; one must not only 'be possessed of a vigorous spiritual health himself, 
·but his soul must breathe the atmosphere of the heavenly pla'Ces in Christ. 
Hence we 'believe t'hat such an ideal is most likely to be realized in association 
'with a :New Testament -church, founded upon New Testament principles, 
surcli'arg~d with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

God Always Has a Reason. 

"There is always a reason for what God does. He established' the New 
'Testament church because He knew it to 'be a necessity to the fullest culture of 
· the ·Ibeliever'·s life. The pastors and evangelists and missionaries of New Testa­
ment times w.ere not trained in institutions separate from the church. We have 
sometimes; had occasion to criticize educati'Ona:1 institutions; 'but as we have 
carefully thought these matters throu.gh, we have reached the ·conclusion 
that such institutions are the inevitable product of an inadequate educational 
id e'a: I ,combined with a defective principle o·f church relationship. Any company 
'of men wh.a shut 'themselves up to tohe realm of theory are likely to atrophy their 
spiritu·al muscles ,by disuse; for to ·divorce theory from practice invariably 
tends to the formulation of theories ·which are impracticable. 

Beside 'all this, the faculty of a college or university, unless directly and 
;vitally relat~,d to a great ,spiritual ,body, will, in their 'educational ministry, find 
·their spiritual 'powers taxed to a degree -which is likely to result in exhaustion, 
.unleSs those:"powers are replenished and reinforced by the prayers and inspira­
tion. o:f a s.piritual peop'le whose intercessions generate spiritual power "cnough" 
for othem'selves, "and to spare" for others. Thus from long thought of the 
exa;ctions of an ed,ucational ministry, we have become more charitable in our 
thought ·of heretical personaHties. wh'ile still compelled to combat the erroncous 
princi:ples to which their merely 'philosophical dreams give birth. 

. , A Great Experiment . 

We· b~lieye, therefore, if we had smaller colleges, and cach one a part of 
some ',vital New Testament church, we might still hope to produce flamiIllg 
evangelists and prophetic pastors who would wax valiant in fight, and turn to 
flight the armies of the aliens. We have a conviction that God is leading us in 
Jarvis Street to try this great experiment. While our accommodation is taxed 
·to the'. utmost on Sunday, 'we have a building which even in its present state 
could· be utilized for educational purposes during the week. With no man's 
planning, the Lord has graciously developed in Jarvis Street a prayer life 

.. which we 'have nowhere seen surpassed. This· has resulted in the conversion 
of hundreds p'.f young men and women, 'large numhers of whom. are consu~ed 
with a .passion for witnessiI1jg for Christ. . 

· f-' The' writer of this articlc finds 'his hands already nearly full. VVitG 'a l~rgc 
and rapidly .growing [church, with the 'weekly demand's' of this paper, thc' duties 

.'which his offi·ciall rel3ltion to the Ba-ptist Bible Union of North America in­
volves, and ,the thousands of miles of travel it necessitates, he has felt it unwise 
to a'ssume ·add·itional 'burdens. Notwithstanding, we feel t.hat it is quite within 
our powers to call to our help s-trong men who can do far more ably than we 
could hope to do, what is necessary to 'be done. Vole therefore venture to set 
out- in this article a plan which we have in mind f,or a pastors' and mission-

-aries' ·college under the direction .of Jarvis Street Church. 

A Baptist School Needed. 

First of all, we belicve there is need ,for an essentially Baptist institution 
. of this character. We have observed that many o'f our so-called' Baptist 

educational centres do not ,produce Baptists, but destroy in t'heir students 
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whatever Baptist loyalty they have. There are many Bible Col1eges .which are 
doing excellent work. Most of them, however, are undenominational in ohar­
acter, which means that in these institutions the great principles for' whic'h 
Baptists have stood are not emphasized. -Moreover, in some of the Bible 
Colleges the gener-al educational standard is not as high as we helieve it oUJght 
to ·be. We have long felt the need of a Baptist institution 'that would magnify 
the Bible as the Word of God, giving its students the most thorough possible 
instruction in the Eniglish Bi'ble, at the same time, combining with it, .a 
broad and vhorough general educational course; and also providillig an ecclesi-
astical la·boratory in which everything may 'be tested iby practice. . 

A College a Department of the Church. 

The educational experiment we hope to attempt, therefore, conceives of a 
college wholly under the direction of a loca:l New Testament church. Its 
Board of Directors will be the Deacons of that church; for the same spiritual 
qualifications neces'sary to -the 'administration o'f the affairs of a church, are 
necessary to the administration of .what we may call, for the purpose 0-£ the 
Il.loment, a gospel college. 'We would then have a Superintendent skilled in 
administrative work, who would be responsible for the management of the 
material interests of t'he institution; while, in the 'beginning, at least, he 'would, 
of necessity, have to render some service as a teacher. We should then hope, 
in addition, to have a Dean of the institute who would be the recognized head 
of the teaching department of the collejge. For this position we 'have 'hope ·of 
obtaining the services of a man of recognized scholarship, and of proved 
devotion to Christ and to the inspired record which God has given to us of 
His Son. 

In the 'begi~ning, the otlher instructors would render gratuitous service; 
but would be selected, not only 'for their ability, but for their known lo'yalty 
to the Word of God. And we venture to ~believe that such instructors often 
have a great advantage over full time .professors, .for the reason vhat, in the 
nature of the case, such men are practical men. IBeing themselves pastors 
daily engaged in the work of the ministry, they will know how to help those 
who hope to become pastors. 

An Eight Months' Course. 

The plan we have in mind contemplates an eight months' course--from 
October to May, with the month of June for vacation; and a special course of 
three months, July to September, in evangelism. We should endeavour for ~he 
eight months' course, to bring once a month to the College a great outstanding 
pastor, teacher, or missionary, with a .re·cord of successful service. We should 
hope Ito ·have the servi'ces of such a man for one week e3!ch month throughout 
the term, a different man each month. He -would delliver ,public a'ddresses in the 
.evening, and lecture to the students in the day-time. Students would thus be 
·brought into contact with the great jgenerals 0'1 the Lord's army who are 
leading· t'he 'hosts to battle. 

Special Course in Evangelism. 
" 

For the three months'· special cours·e in evangelism, the services of 
evangelistic pastors would be secured. There would be lectures on evangelism. 
during the day, and open air evangelism each evening. The object of this 
speciaf course in evange-1ism would be to provide opportunity for pastors and 
others on vacation to find inspiration in actually participating in evanjgelistic 
work. 

The Bible the Principal Text Book. 
As to the courses: The Bilble will ·be the principal text book. Students 

will not come to study about the Bible, !but to study the Bible itself. But 
combined with that, we should hope to provide facilities for a general educa­
tion. Provision 'will be mad·e to ma:ke it possible for students who have ·been 
deprived of early educational advantages to obtain their matriculation, ·both by 
day and night classes. . 
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Religious .Clinics. 

In addiHoll to this part of their course, students will be required to render 
service in t'h'e Bible School, in prayer meeting, house-to .... house visitation, and 
general· 'mission work. For this pur-pose other Baptist churches who share 
the id~al of this' church and college would be invited to associate themselvel! 
with us, in order that their young people ·attending the college might work in 
theit own church;' and that students from out 0.£ the city mijg'ht be assigned to 
various chur.ches, so that all co-operating churches would fully s'hare the 
benefit .of the students' ministry. 

Biographical Studies. 
We should also arrange courses of biograp'hical study in which the student 

would get the inspiration o'f the :lives of great preachers and missionaries. 
Instead of studying 'homiletics ·from a text 'book, or perhaps in addition to such 
study, students would he required to -study the sermons o·f the world's great 
preach'ers, ancient and modern. 

Attention would be given also to instruction in principles of Bible School 
t·eaching and organization in its relation to the church's evangelistic and 
teaC'hiIljg ministry. 

Christian Residences. 
In addition to this, we 'Plan a mus.ic course, which would aim to instruct the 

. students in church musk and in the general conduct of .public worship. 
We should also gradually seek to develop a Christian res~dence sy,stem 

by' which students would be enabled to lIve, during their college days, in a 
Christian residence. Students would ,be encouraged not only to take the 
courses open to them in our own institution, but to obtain matriculation, and 
then go on to university. We should endeavour to work out a .plan of aiding 
students not only through college; but through university. The condition of 
giving such aid, however, would be that the student should .live in some Chris­
t~an residence, and. combine with 'his university course certain practical dutes. 

What of the Money? 

. What do our readers think of this plan? We believe we can put it into 
immediate ·operation. There is but one thing necessary, and that is-what do 
you think? Just a little moneyl We do not need' at the moment money ifor 
bu"ildings, nor for' many salaries; but we do nee·a a few thousand dollars to 
pegin 'the 'work, so that we can eng·age the services of a 'competent educationist 
as Dean, and of a practical man as Superintendent. 

The 'Confession of F.aith. 

. . The' general ·basis upon which this institution wi:ll rest, will be the Confes­
sion of Faith ·of the Baptist BiQle Union of North America. Every instructor 
in the school will 'be required to. subscribe to the great fundamentals therein 
expressed, not only when he begins 'his·.duties, but publicly at the beginning 
of each term, he will be required to declare that he still holds the Bible as" 
bcing the Word of God, and still subscribes to the great essentials of evan­
gelical faith. In order to keep the institution in vital touch with the c1utrch 
itself, it will be a constitutional requirement that the .. Pastor of the church, 
whoever 'he may be, will 'be President of the colletge. He would naturally 
be·a regular lecturer; but the supervision and general directiori o·i the work 
as an educational institution would, of course, be in the hands of the Dean.' 

Christian Education. 

We do not ask our readers to send us any money. This pa·per will ·be read 
by thousands who are stewards of the Lord's goods. Many of them have had 
a desire to give to' Christian Education, but have been at a loss to know 
where to put their 'money with a ·guarantee that it would be used for that 
purpose. We ,invite correspondence wifh those whom the Lord has entrusted 
with some o·f His property. Of course, we should be glad to receive promises 
for·large amounts, hut we should ,be grateful .for :pledges of amounts down to 
five dollars, or even. a dollar, from those who feel led o·f the Spirit of. God to 
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promise. We ,have no doubt that any coming to our help in this' matte'r will 
take this proposed venture upon their hearts as a subject for earnest prayer. 
With even ten thousand dollars guaranteed for the year .beginninlg OctO'ber 
1st, we 'believe we could open our college ·with one 'hundred or more students. 
We should not be surprised if we ,were a·ble to Ibegin with <twice that number. 

We need hardly say that while this work would be subject to the church, 
it wou'ld 'be organized as a separate department within t'he church, and all its 
funds would, of necessity, ·be separately kept and administered. . 

THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 
Are there not some among our readers who could send us a promise for 

one thousand dollars for Christian Education for the coming year? May ·there 
not be some who could send us five thousand'? Are there not others who could 
send us twenty-five, fifty, one hundred, up to five hundred dollars? It may 'be 
there are some of the Lord's rich stewards who have still larger amounts to 
invest. When millions are given to institutions which destroy the faith, of 
their students, why should not thousands be given to train men, not oilly to 
preach, but to contend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the 
saints? Why are so many college and seminary men "middle of the road" 
men, who may always 'be depended upon to take a neutral position respecting 
the great religious issues of the day? Is it because they have not been trained 
for heroic service? Does not the church militant need a training school. of a 
militant spirit, to meet the aggressions of present day modernism? Send us 
in your pledge at once, but no money; and we will immediately correspond 
with you, and give you the names of some of the men we have in mind, and 
whose services could, we believe, be immediately secured as teachers. . 

EVERYTHING BY PRAYER. 

The proposals contained in the editorial of this issue, and which; it may 
almost be said, grow out, of the demand of large numbers of Qur young people, 
call for serious consideration. God has often used poor people to accQmplish 
His great work. Neither Mueller, nor Moody, nor Hudson Taylor, were men of 
wealth; but they cast themselves upon God, and He accomplished through them 
what was nevet done through millionaires. In view of our building entex:prise 
and all the growing demands of our own work, we would venture to urge all our 
people afresh earnestly to pray for the church treasury, that the Lord . will 
praciously send in the tens of thousands of dollars that could so advantageously 
be used in this expanded work. 

In addition to this, we ask our friends, not only members of the church, 
but all our readers, to earnestly join us in prayer that if this project be of the 
Lord, He will remove all hindrances and find both the men and the money 
necessary to carry out the plan. . 

We are confident the ,proposal contained in this article will. be realized; 
if not this year, we shall try to ,realize it next. 

A CONVENTION ORDINATION COMMITTEE~ 

We are informed that at the coming Convention it will .be proposlld tha~ 
an ordination commitee be appointed by the Convention. T.his wUI not be the 
first time that such a -maotter has been oonsdered. It ·is, perhaps, not surprising 
tha.t from time to tliIIie this ques.tion shouJd come to the front. No one of any 
extended 'b~perience in 'the Den'omination will question that many men through 
the years have ,been ordained who, for ·many reasons, were not qualified for 
the work of the ministry. The principle of the absolute independence of 
Baptist churches, like other good prinCiples, is ;liable to abus·e. We have seen 
many church situa'tions in whi·ch we could ·not help feeling that if there were 
some extra"churcrh authority to handle the matter, the difficulty m.ight '00 
overcome. 

It is probable that many of the ecclesiasticIIII systems against which Bap' 
tists 'have protested, and under whose authority they ·have often Buffe·red, ori-
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gina-ted in an honest desire to corre·ct abuses of sound New Testament prin­
ciples. Democracy itself in the political realm is oUen abused. People are 
enfranchised accord"ing to age, not accord-ing to the degree of their inteJ.Ugence. 
Hence it sometimes ha'ppens that people are entrusted with the responsibility 
of .the ballot who do not know how toO use it .. Notw·ithstanding, the democratic 
principle of .government is the best we know; and if there are evils, the remedy 
is with the people themsellves, ·and in due time they .may be trusted to correct 
them. So with· the chu.rch. Baptists cannot ,be too jealous of their independ­
ence. And in this connection it is necessary to oppose, with our full strength, 
any proOposal· which woOuld inllringe upon the freedom of ,the local church. 

Lt is true that many men· have been ordained without adequate preparation 
for the important work of the min-istry. On the other hand, it is indisputable 
tbat not a few who have ·had every advantage the schools· CQ,tild 'give them, and 
who have been graduated with high honour and enthusiastically recommended 
by theIr professors, .have turned out to be 'absolute failures in the ·ministry. 
Our observation is that such committees as that proposed are invariably made 
up, for the most part, of representatives of the theolOgical seminaries; and 
they are used to keep out of the ministry all but ,those who have ·received the 
schools' certificate of efficiency; and the enti-re Denomination is made an' 
organization to bring grist to the seminaries' mill. 

For .a humber of years the writer served on -the Home Missi(m Board of 
this Conven.tion, ·for .II; good part of the time acting ·as Vice-Chairman. An 
Examinlng and Stationing Committee was organized for ·the purpose of exam­
ining those who sought servee und·er the Heme Mission Board; and for the 
purpose also of ·.sharing w-ith the Superintendent the responsibility of sending 
students to -their summer 'fields. McMas·klr University vigorously protested 
against the actio!l of the Boar.d, and the w·riter had many interv·iews with the 
offici-wis of the University on this subject. The constitution of the Committee, 
in consider;ttion of the University, was amended to admit 'certain memberS of 
the Theological Faculty as· advisory members of the Committee. In the nature 
of ,the case, the professors of the Univer·s·ity ·have more time at their command 
than busy pastors. The result of this 'has. been to make the Examining Com· 
mittee of the whole Boa-rd practicany a commiUee of the University, so that 
without election to the Board by the Convention, they very lar.gely infiuence 
the action of .the Board. We feared the result of the constitution of this 
Committee at the time, and we plead .guiUy to having 'been weak enough to 
consent to the con-cession which the University demanded. 

If a Conven·tion Ordination Committee were appointed, the balance of 
power would be put in the han-ds of prof·esso:rs of the UniversLty who are not 
pastors, and whose judgment on practical matters is certairuly not superior .to 
that of men who are daily faced wUh the demands of the pastoral office. 
The frog at a railway junction point is very sharp 'and the piece of steel that 
turns the train from one track to another is very tIl·in, so that the wheels pass 
over it so smoothly that -the sleeping passenger is unawa·re that the train has 
changed its direction. Thus the slightest departure from the principles of the 
New Testament' inev.ftably leads to a position widely separated from the 
teaching of the Word of ·the Lord. 

A resolution respecting t·his Ordination Committee was submitted at the 
Toronto Association anl1, as we -think, was wis·ely laid upon the table. If any 
such proposal is made at the .Convention in October, we ven.ture the opinion 
that:all ministers and churches who would guard their freedom should vigor­
ousliy oppose ·it. It is far better -that we s·hould suffer from a few mistakes 
in ordination ,than that 'we should submit -to any kind of extra-church authority. . . 

BAPTIST LIBERTY. 
A brother writes us suggesting that the Baptist Bible Union Conference to 

be held in Jarvis Street nex,t we·ek might profitably dis·cuss the question of 
Baptist liberty. The brother who makes this sug.gestion thinks 'he ·is a Baptist. 
We have no doubt w·hatever that he is' a good and sincere man; but his view 
of the content of the word "Baptist" is far removed from tha.t name's historic 
Significance. 
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Our brother seems to imagine that a Baptist church .is some sort of inves­
tigation society in which a number of people are jOined together having only 
this one poin.t of agreement, that each will s·earch for ·himself and do 'that 
which is riglit in ·his own eyes. Our idea of a Baptist church ·is that it is 
founded upon the revealed Word of God, and that .it is made oup of people who 
have reached a measure of agreement in re.spect to what the Bible teaches. 
In our view, .the supreme authority of the Scriptures as being the Word of God, 
the virgin 'birth of Christ, His essential Deity, His substitutionary death, His. 
physical resurrection, His session at the right hand of God, His coming again; 
as also the fact of sin, the necessity of ,the new bLrth in order to salivation, 
justification by faith, ,the eternal .security of the believer, immersion of the 
believe·r In water as the only baptism-we suppos'ed that among Baptists these 
were no longer debatable subjects', and that the Baptist church is organized, 
not to discover whether these things are true, but because they are known 
to be true, to publish them to the ends of the earth. 

But w·hat is meant by Baptist Uberty? Simply that Baptists have ever 
contended that no ·civil or' ecclesias-tlcal authority has any right to fetter the 
conscience, ,but that every man has a r.ight to believe what he wiU. But this 
sureliy does not mean that a man who becomes a member of a Baptist church, 
knowing the faith that church professes, can be justified by any true ethical 
standard in continuing in th8Jt church when ·he ceases to believe the faith that 
church professes. He has full liberty to believ·e what he likes, which ought 
to include liberty to withdraw from that church and hold fellowship with those 
who share his views. We believe in absolute s{)ul purity, not only for Baptists, 
but for R{)man CathoLi-cs, and Unitarians, and modernists, and agnostics, and 
infidels. We believe a man ought to have liberty to eat on-ions if he likes them; 
but Jf he is a gentleman he will confine his indul'gence to his own home and 
n{)t infiict his peculiar taste upon other people. And h{)w deniers of the Word 
of God and of the eS'sentials of the Chr·istian faith should claim the right to 
place and position in a Baptist ehurch in ,the name cf Baptist liberty we have 
neve·r been able to understand. 

We would fight for the liberty of a Fosdick. He ought to be permitted to 
believe as ,he likes without let or hindrance from anyone. But that does not 
mean that he should ·be permitted to impos'e his teachings upon a Denomination 
which has no agreement with him. It should ever be borne in mind that such 
a love of liberty as refuses to compel, insists also upon the right to refuse 
to concur. W·e would fight ,for the liberty of a church, Park Avenue Baptist 
Church of New York, for example, to can any man they like to be their pastor, 
and to change both their ereed and ,their polity as often as it may please them·; 
but when such a church surrenders ev·erything distinctively Baptist, it ought 
in simple honesty to ·surr.ender the name, and to withdraw from the Denomi-
nation. . 

The cor.respondent to whom we have referred has written us many letters; 
and we are .grateful for his occasIonal appreciation of what The Witness con­

.. tains. But we have never been able to agree with his peculiar coneeption of 
what constitutes "Baptist liberty". 

:, THE ARIZONA BAPTIST. 

We 'Were 'Of the .opinion that the Baptists of Arizona were out-and-out fun­
damentalists. We have just read an account of the Northern Baptist Conven­
tion, IllPpearinog in The Arizona BaptiBt for July o·f this year, written 'by Richard 
E. Day. The writer of this account, it would appear, knows very little of the 
recent history of the Northern Ba.ptist Convention; or otherwise, he is scarcely 
less e~pert as a color ,photogrlllPher than the BlllPtist 'Munchausen who edits 
'l'he Baptist of Chicago. 

The account we ,have read in The Arizona Baptist, we are constrained to 
say, does not fairly represent the facts of the case. We should fear after re·ad-. 
lng this account that Arizona fundamentalists need eJqlect little .help from 'l'he 
Arizona BaptiBt. There seems to be growing up am{)ng Baptists everywhere a 
d'lsposition to justify ll.tmost anything that is done 'by the .Baptist powers that be .. 
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Lesson XXIII. September 6th, 1926. 
THE MUTUALITY OF LOVE. 

In these chapters we .have a fllrther record of the occasiona~ ·intel'ruptton 
of fellowship between lovers,-if not exactly an interrup,tion of fellowship, it 
is at -least a record of the withdrawal of the presence of one or the other, and 
of repeated renewals of their love. Theoretically,. this ought not to be; but 
actua:lly, it finds a paralleL in the experience of most believer.s. 

I. The Lover Comes Into His Garden to Share His Fruit With His Beloved. 

1. Christ does really come into His garden; He is not absent from the 
church: where two or three aore gathered .in His name, there He is in the midst 
of them. 2. He comes with a desire to share His abundance with others. It is 
thus love always desires to communicate itself. In His great prayer He said, 
"Father, I wUl that they also, whom thou ·hast given me, be with me where I 
am." He calls us to a more 'abundant life; He does not desire that we should 
live on meagre fare. 

rr. The Church's Answer to Her Beloved. 

i. No sleep can render a true ,believer wholly ·insensible to the voice of the 
Beloved: "I ·sleep, but my heart waket·h: it is the voice of my beloved." How 
oftE1n we are overtaken with sleep! How often do we become insens~ble to 
many of our surroundings. But the 'Voice of the :Beloved wi'll always awaken 
the. slee·pi·ng Christian; ·there is no 8Jl.a·rm to the truly renewed soul like the 
Word of the Lord. 2. He called her by many endearing terms: "My sister", 
of his nature; "my love", the object of his affection; "my dove", for purity; 
"my undefiled", indicating her separation to him. 3. He bids us open the door 
to Him. In this connectton, read Revelation 4: 20. It ·is His appeal to the 

. church to admit Him to His proper place. 4. He represents himself as shut out 
in the night: "My head .fs fiMed with dew, and 'my locks with the drops of the 
n.ight." W·n-a.t a picture of ·the waIting .Christ! 5. She makes excuse for not 
opening the door: "I have put off my coat: ·how shall I put it on? I have 
washed my ·feet; how shadl I defile them?" She ·has ra-tired and. Is reluctant to' 
allow herself to :be disturbed,. How many a Christian has said the same! The 
coat has been put off; from a sense of unpreparedness. our Beloved is kept 
without. 6. Nothwithstanding she resp.onded to his touch when he put in his 
hand by the hole of the door. Not alone the v·oice, but the touch of God is 
.possible to us. 7. ;With all preparation she opens to receiv·e him (v. 6). She 
had· taken Ume to prepare herself with myrl'h. IS'O do we foolishly postpone 
obedience, .forgetting that to o.bey is always Ibetter than sacrifice. 8. We may 
wait too long and only aggrava.te and extend the time of our separation (v. 6). 
When she opened to the .beloveq, he had withd.rawn himself. So nQw she IDollHt 

seek him and caIl him. 

~II. The Virgins Who Observe Her, Challenge Her Testimony. 

"What is they beloved more than another' 'beloved, 0 thou fairest a'mong 
women? wb-at is thy Ibeloved more than another beloved, ~hat thou dost 80 
charge us?" That .is ever the question which believers are called to' answer: 
What is Christ mOl'e than others? In what respeot is He superior? 

IV. The Church Describes the Glories of Her Beloved.-Verses 10-16. 

1. He ·is the Chiefest among ten thousand. True faith can never admit 
that there is another comparable to Christ. He is the Standard-Bearer; He 
must in all things have the ;pre-eminence. 2. Under the figure of physical 
strength and beauty, slie describes ·his excellencies: "His head is as the most 
flne gold, his locks are bushy, 'and black lts a raven", etc. When talking to an 
aged minister .In California, he said something ,to this effect: "Through a long 
lof.fe I have found my Lord Jesus to supply illy every ·need, to meet me In every 
emergency in life, and to be to me a1:1 that I have needed at all t·imes. When 
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I was a young man I used to glory in the flilct that "his Locks are bushy, and 
black as a raven"; but now that I am growing old, I delight ,to remember that 
when John saw Him 'his head and 'his hairs were white like wool, as white as 
snow'." So th·is strIking description of a str.ong man's exceilenCies is full of 
suggestion of -the g~ories of our divine ·lover. 3. She sums up his graces in the 
16th verse: "His mouth is most sweet: yea, he i·s 'altogether aovely. This 
is my',beloved, and this is my friend, 0 daughters of Jerusalem." iMany may 
be lovely in some respects, but our Beloved is "altogether 'lovely". If this be 
true, how ready ought we to be to introduce Him to others saying, "This is 
my beloved, and this is my' friend, 0 daughter.s ()f Jerusalem." 

V. Such Glowing Testimony as This Inevitably Awakens a Profound Interest 
in Others. 

1. When thus we speak of Christ others wHli enquire ab()ut Him (chap. 
6: 1). 2. It is weH that we should be able to direct others where to find Him: 
"My beloved is gone down into 'his garden." In our reaction from the idea that 
the Lord is confined to temples made wIth ·hands, we may go to the extreme 
'of failing properly to magnify t'he institution of public w()rship and the privi­
leges of church feHowship. We have the Lord's specific promise that He Is to 
be found where His people assemble in His name. It Is ever true that He 
feedeth among the lUies and that He may be found the·re by those who seek 
Him with their whole heart. 3. The note of perfect assurance is most effective 
In Christian testimony (v. 3), "I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine." 

VI. Again the Divine Lover Magnifies the BeautIes of His Beloved. 

1. He sees in her a combination of beauty and strength-beautiful as Tir­
zah, terrible as an army with banners. This ought to 'characterize those' who 
know the Lord. 2. Like the de.!!cripUve passage in the former chapter (vs. 
10-16), ver,ses 5 to 9 describe the beauties of the spouse. 3. There is' a striking 
figure descriptive of the church in verse 10: she ·is as "the morning", for ·hope­
fulness, she looks toward the day. She is as "fair as the moon", but her fair­
ness, like the light of ,the moon, is not. her own. It is a refiected glory. But 
she is as clear as the sun also, and gives warmth as welll as light-and terl'ible 
as an army with baimers. 4. In the remaining verses of ,the chapter he prays 
for the return of his beloved. 

LAST SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 

Last Sunday the weathe·r was warm, but it was a perfect summer day. 
The attendance at the Bible School in the morning was eight hundred 81ld 

eighty-seven, at the morning service the church was' practically fiMed, in t.he 
evening the ,building was crowded, with some standing. Five were baptized 
in the evening; several came forward both wt the morning and evening service. 
At the close of the eV'ening serv:ice the Pastor preached to a great congrega· 
tion out of doors. T·here must have been an aggregate at all servil!£<s :n Jarvis· 
Street, including the Bible School, of between four and five thousand llt>ople, 
nearer five thousand than four. 

THE BAP'TIST BIBLE UNION CONFERENCE. 

Dr. W. L. Pe'ttingill, of P.hiladelphia, willi speak Friday evening, August' 
28th. The service will begin at eight o'clock. Dr. P'ettingill will also preach 
at both services on Sunday. Monday evening, Dr. J. Frank Norris; Tuesday 
evening, Dr. W. B. Ri:ley; Wednesday evening; Dr. J. Frank Norris; Thursday 
evening, Dr. W. B. RlJ.ey; Friday evening, Dr. J. Frank Norris. This announce­
ment win be of interest to many visitors to Toronto who are hereby heartily 
invite!} to all these services. 
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