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"For as the lig>htning, 'tJhat llghtelllelt'h OUit Of t'he on'e pal't under hea·ven, shi!lleth 
Ul1otO ·tJhe other pa·rt umI.:r heaven; so slm'l! a1so the Son of man be in his day." 

W 
SPOKiE to you two weeks ago of the certainty of the personal return 

I 
of the !Lord: "This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so ·come in like manner as ye 'have seen him go into 
heaven." :And very briefly we fO)lnd Iast Sunday that the truth of the 

= second advent was wrapped up also with the ordinance of the Supper; 
~ }ust as vhe burial and resurrection of IOhrist are symbolized in this 

II< ordinance which you ·have witnessed to-night, so the Lord's Supper 
looks Ibac·k. on the one hand, to the ,perfect Sacrifice offered in our 'be

half,-we eat vhe bread and drink the w.ine in remem'brance O<f the love 
that redeemed us: 'but we are ad·monished to do ·this "till he ·come". Thus the 
adequacy of the gospel for this dispensation of grace is ·certified. We shall 
need no other message "till He come." We need no amendment, no im'Prove
ment; our task is to keep on showing the Lord's death ".tin he come". 

This evening'S' text tells us something of the circumstances which will 
attend the Lord's coming; and .it is descriptive also of .the conditions of life 
which will abtain on this earth when He comes. 

I. 
'In· the first place, we are told that THE ColITNG OF THE ILoRD WILL HE AS THE 

LIGHTNING: "'For as the lightning vhat Ughteneth out of the one part under 
heaven, shineth unto the otlher part ·under heaven; ·so shaH also· the ,Son of man 
be in his day." 

It spelllks, then, of the sudden appearance of our Lord. Sometimes He· 
. dawns upon the darkened understanding li'ke the breaking of the day: "For' 
God, who commanded the Ug.ht to shine out Q·f dar.kness, hath shined in our' 
'hearts, to give the light ·of the 'knowledige of the glory of God -in the face of 
Jesus Christ." 'Sometimes conversion, wh.ile the act :of recreation is instantane
ous, Yet the knowled'ge of it, and the assurance of salvation, is sometimes a. 
gradual exper.ience. I remember talking to a young lady who had long. Ibeen.. 
kept waiting by her .pastor, my predecessor-not ·in this c'hurch-lbecause she· 
could not point to the 'Particular day and hour in which she was converted. And: 
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ner ilastor 'had said, "You had 'better wait, ·for i·f you were really saved you 
would know the exact time and the place where that change took :place." She 
came to me in great d.istress; and she said', "[ 'know that I love the ,Lord, I 
know .r am His child; ibut [ cannot tell when it !began. Whoy should I '!be 
excluded ;(ro·m this .pr.ivilege of obeying the Lord?" .r said to her, "You do not 
remem'ber WIllen you were 'born, and· yet you know t·hat you are alive, do you 
not?" And she said" "Yes." To which I re.plUed, ""1 thin'k you will be forgiven 
for forgetting your ·birthday, so long as you 'know that you are alive." 'Some 
people only remember their spiritual ·birthdays. T·hat is the only event for them, 
-there -is little aftel'. . 

Thus the 'Lord Jesus comes gradually to the !believer often; and many of 
the truest saints we have ever known could not pOint to ·the particular time or 
illace when that ·g·reat change took place. IBut the se<lond advent of our Lord 
Jesus w:ill not !be on that fashion: He will not come to the world as He comes 
to the .believing heart. His coming wilol !be as the lightning that shineth out of 
one 'part under heaven to another iJ8.rt under heaven. iSome '(l.f our evolutionary 
.frien4s try to ad8lpt their ilhilos'ophy to the IS·cri'pture, or, more correctly speak
ing, they try to ma'ke the lScripture keep company with their athelsUc philoso
phies; and they spea'k of the "G'olden Age" as the product of Evolution: the only 
millennium for which they look wHI come ·gradually. But the Lord will not 
coine graduaHy; He will come like the lightning; He will come suddenly: 
"Behold, ,he cometh with cloud·s; and every eye shalq see him." ISo· that the 
second coming of our Lord is not to ibe explained as a 'promise of a gradual 
evolution in sooiety, as the gradual permeation ·o,f societ'Y lily principles of 
righteousness,--'He will come like the lightning 'from heaven itseIf; and His 
coming wiH .be a sudden appearance. 

rrhen, there is another thin'g: I think candour must compel us to admit 
that the 'f!:gure here employed is of the Zightning at night time. We have ligtht
ning in the day time; Ibut here .is the lightning that Ughteneth out of 'oue :part 
'of heaven to another; there is a sudden transition from darkness unto light. 
T·here is a l:lght a.bove the sun, that sets everything in !bold relie,f as it flashes 
from the slcles; and that light shines 'Upon a world, not that is bathed .in· sun
light, but upon a world' in darkness. The question is asked·, "W'hen the Son 
of man cometh, shall he find faIth on the earth?" Yes, there will be some 
believers; !but these days of darkness-some days of dar:kness, at least--are 
predicted'. 'Many shall 'fall away, and they shaH follow cunningly devised fa.bles; 
they shall turn away their ears from the truth; ·they will not endure sound 
doctrine; they will repudiate all the great fundamentals of the Christian faith. 
Surely we live in a darlk day. I do not 'know whether this is the final 8Ipostasy 
or not; but that it is a time of almost universal'81postasy there cannot he the 
shadow of a doubt. We ·have few in·fideols outside of the church to-dIllY, but we 
have plenty of them within! [f there were a !Robert 'Ingersoli on earth to-d,ay, 
or a Tom Paine, he would Ukely be employed to write ,som'e more ilamphlets on 
"The Christian Hope", to be pulblished 'by the Methodist Ohurch!-no, there is 
no :Methodist Chureh now. But the kind ot thing tha.t was once published by 
Ip.en who were avowedlr anti-'Christian, is now being pUlblished and promul
gated under the Ohristian name. However, what if it should !become dark? 
I 'am not a ·pessimist at all. 'If [ ddd not ibelieve in the "!blessed hope" I should 
be a ,pessimist, I S'houqd seriously wonder how dt was possilble to turn ,back the 
tide of unbelief .. But here it is in the Word vh.at even though the night shall 
become so dal'lk that not only ·the sun is o!bscured, but the stars have gone to 
rest-if black night shall settle upon the w:orld, as it will at some time when 
Antichrist 'shall :be ·revealed and the Lawoless One shall reign, yet even in that 
dal'kest hoor., ~ust Uoke lightning the 'Lord win come; and the glory of His 
presence will lighten the whole earth, as He comes in the clouds of heaven with 
power and. great glory. 

;Again: .it will 'be a. titme of ,'eveZation, a time when the ,Son of man shall 
be .reveaoled; it will !be a time :of illumination. I rememlber some years ago 
when bicycling was common, 'being 'lost on a daIit and stormy night. 1: started 
on my wheel from a ·place where I had Ibeen preaching, over a strange r.oad. 
There was n:o moon. even the stars were obseuTed; and it was as 'black as· the 
;provel'bial Egy.ptian darkness. In the midst· of that Iblackness a thunder storm 
came up. The roads were sandy; and' [ could not feel my way. I dismounted 
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and trudged along wearlly through the night, for II had to be home for the 
morning. :But every little while there was a fiash -of lightnin-g from the sky; 
and I saw the d.itches on ei-ther side, I saw the woods aJbout me, and a farm· 
house in the dIstance. With that sudden fiash the whole landscape 'became 
visilble. And when the ILord Jesus is revealed from heaven things win be seen 
in a. new light. The tinsel toys of earth will -be seen in their true character; 
the things that now In our poor light seem to 'be of such inestimable worth, 
will then appear to ;be of no value at all; and even those works which are 
wrought in the Christian name, which have attracted pulblic attenti-on, will !be 
found to !be, many of t'he)ll, not gold, silver, and preciOUS stones, -but wood, hay, 
and stulbble; for "the fire shaill try every man's work Cl'f what sort jt is." The 
day will ,reveal it. And when He comes it win appear to all whether in (}ur 
,professedly Christian service we have !been serving ourselves or serving our God. 
When Jesus Christ comes there will Ibe a new light upon all the values- of 
earth; and, men will suddenly, as by a Ughtning flash, 'form new estimates, and 
wiU judge iby new standards; men's o.pinions Will!be'changed "in t·he twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trump". When JesllB Ohrist is revealed from heaven, we 
shall see things in the light that shines from His ,face, Who- is Himself the 
truth. 

How our poor tapers o.f which we ,boast will !be O'bscured ,by that :brighter 
Light! The man that puts on his 'glasses, and adds to them a microscope; who 
analyzes this Book, and· resolves it :into Us elements, and says, ',[t is evolu
tionary, human, flIIllilble"-his reason has so described the :p1"omise of the !blessed 
hope, for instance, the _promise of the Lord's return, the promise of His coming 
'on the literal clouds of ,the -sky. What -fOlly for a s'choIar, a man of science, a 
man who 1I:nows that everything is 1"Illed IbY,inexoraJble law, and that God is 
inseparaJble from the cosmoB---lHe is not transcendent, but .He Is locked up in it 
-what folly for the man who 'knows God only as he finds Him in the 'laborato,ry 
to 'believe He is coming a'gain! ·When the iBLble spea.'ks aJbout "thIs same Jesus" 
coming in the -clouds o.f heaven your "sceolar" saye; it is all lolty. .He has dis
covered it so to ibe with his little reason, with his .uttle taper! But per-haps 
some night when he is studying by his poor taper, applying his little mind to 
the understandIng of the thoughts of the iInfinite,-then in the darkness, like 
Ughtning from the skies, the Son of Man shall come. What will !become of his 
tap61" then? when the Lord God Himself says, in effect, "You said I was not 
coming, !but here I am/'-

''!Come to judgment, Come to judg.m~nt; 
Come to judgment, come away." 

Oh, the coming of the Son of lMan wi!l1 ibe a time of revelation, when we 
shall see thin-gs as they are; and'worshLp the God of t'hings as theyare. 

II. 
Then let me call your attention to this princlple: that the coming of the 

Lord, according to the teaching IQIf this text, will be to man'Y A DAY OF DESTRUC
TION. This is an aspect of tJ'luth whiClh even many believers in the Lord's 
coming, .1 fear, do not sufficiently em.phasize. Our Lord says that there was a 
true analogy-there would be found to ,be a true analogy, at least~between His 
coming and the day of judgment which came upon the world in Noah's day, 
and the judgment which .fell from heaven upon the wi-cked cities of th'e plain. 
And- He said, ",As it was in the dayS of iNoab, and as it -was in the days of Lot, 
so shall it be in the coming of the Son of iMan." 

Let .us examine that a m-inute. What" was that day of jud-gment which came 
upon the old world, and which came upon Sodom? Each was an event which 
had 'been predicted; and concerning the terrol's of which men 'had !been ·fore
warned. >Noah was a ,preacher of righteousness; and -he testified for one 
hund·red and twenty years that in the dim and distant future God would come 
ill jud'gment. ~e was laughed at :by his contem'POraries; his prophecy was 
declared to be an iID'possi-bl1!ty: "'By faith !Noah, 'being warned o.f God Cl'f things 
not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an al'lk to the saving of his house." 
And Noah passed on the 'warning. He told the :people with wih~m he lived that 
the day would come when judgment would descend from heaven, when the 
windows of heaven would 'be opened, and when judgment would arise -from the 
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great deeps; the fountains of the great deep would be 'brol{en u·p, and earth and 
lieaven-all the !powers of God's ,creation-would! unite to execute His judgment 
u,pon men who were relbeillious .against Him. 

Jesus said that the coming :o·f the Son of :Man would ,be Uke that, that it 
will be ,for some a day of jud'gment, an event of which men have been fore· 
\'varned. ,I rebu:ke myself, and ·am rebuked of the Lord, as I remember that 
although I have not wholly neglected it, II have 'been thinking recently that I 
·have 110t emphasized in its ,prop'er proportion this severe asp'ect of divine reve
lation; and II bring it to you to-night and tell you, my friends, who are out of 
Chl'ist, that the Lord Jesus is certainly coming, and that when He comes He 
will come to every unlbellever as a Ju·dge; and that the day of the Lord for all 
such wHl not be light Ibut darkness: it will Ibe like the day of Noah, like the 
fire and brimstone upon tli.e wicked cities of the plain. Ought we not t'hen, 
those of us who know and believe the :Scrj'ptures, who tbeliev'e in the coming of 
Christ-ought we not, Uke Noah, and litke Lot, and li'ke the very angels that 
were sent from heaven, to say to the people: "Escape ·for thy 'life; look not 
behind thee, neither stay thou in aU the !plain; escap'e to the mountain, lest 
thou tbe consumed," to ibe IiIlways testifyin'g of the day that is to· come? The 
Lord Jesus said that that ·final judgment is just as certain as the fire and brim
stone, or as the flood; and we ought therefore, as Ch'ristians, t6 be always 
warning others to fiee ,from the wrath to come. 

And yet, according to tile teaching oif this' Book, n·otwithst8.hding the ''pre
diction, these former juagments were events towara which many ioere wholly 
infLirfjerent. The !Jord teUs u's that in No'ah's' day "they w'ete eating and 
drinking, marrying and 'giving in marriage, until the day that N08lh entered into 
the ark." They lived their Hves as thou'g>h the judgment were not coming, as 
tholi,gh they would never Ibe called to ,give an account. He said that in Sodom 
-that .place that was so pleasantly situated as to .be Uke unto the garden of 
the Lord-,before the Lord destroyed Sodoin and: Gomorrah, "they were eating 
and drinking, ,marrying and 'giv,ing inomarr.ia.ge"; they ,planted; they ibuilded; 
they called: their lands /lifter th'eir own names; they went on in spite of all their 
warning as thou:gh there were no judgment to come. And the Lord says that 
just as certainly as jud'gment descended in ful'fl.lment of His 'ptophecy in those 
cases, so 'certainly will judgment come again. 

,Is there any special signidlcance in the fact that the attitude of the modern
ist, the modern mind, is especially 'antagonistie toward the truth 'o·f the Lord's 
personal return? Tllere are several -things the modernist Ihates: he hates the 
doctrine ot the inspiration and infalIi'bility of the 1B0ok. Of course!-if you can 
get rid of an infaJ1Uble oOhrist, you can get rid o.f an infalli'ble Bible. He hates 
the doctrine of the blood-the -Devil hates the blood; and ,he is espe'cially op
posed to the 'doctrine of the ,Lord's return. That is one thing at which he 
gnashes his teeth. 

lt was so in the days of !Noah, I thliJ!k Noah must have seemed more r,idi
culous than we do. I have often tried to picture that old man building a ship 
upo:n the 'h:illside, .K the modernists had lived in his day, they wou:ld have 
declared 'he was Ibuilding a lunatic asylum, beyond any dou1bt. For the thing 
whi'ch NOlllh predicted there was albsolutely no precedent in aH .human hi-story. 
They would have said, "Noa~, you are a ,fool to Ibelieve that a ;flood: will come. 
The thing is absolutely con'trary to science; it is wit1Iout Mstorical analogy; 
this thing that ~ou say is coming never did happen, and it cannot 'hapipen! The 
idea that this 'world which is so manifestly under the domInion of inexoralble 
law, which determines the rise and set,ot sun, the procession of ,the seasons, the 
movement of the tides-teU us that alq these laws may 'be suspended and that 
judgment shall come down from 'h~aven and u;p ·trom the deep! Why, Noah; 
there 'has never Ibeen a bigger fool than you are since time .began!" I dare say 
Noah would have sai'd" "AH right. II will .bear my testimony; and wait for God 
to ·vind,icate my faith." 

,Many wi:l1 pour 'contempt upon you when you speak 8/bout the coming of the 
·Lord and other fundamental verities o,t the faith; they witl tell you that science 
is againllt yo~, 'history ,is against you-everything is against you; and that 
the only 'hop'e for retai:b.In'g a reputation for sim·ple 'sanity is to have done with 
it 'all an'd aecept the modern'ist view. Very well, I am glad that our Lord Jesus 
was 8.'ble to see from the 'beginning to the end; and that He said, "You keep 'on 
trusting, you 'keep on preaching, 'keep on witnessing; and leave it to \Me to 
vindicate your trust; .for as it was in the days of Noah. as it was in the days' 
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of ·Lot, so shal'l it be in the day when the 'Son of lMan shall ·be revealed. I will 
come. Do not !be afraid. ,I will come ·a·gain ~d receive you unto myself." 'So 
we S'haU go on testifying in this respect. Right up to the ·day up·on which the 
judgment came, the men of No~h's day, and of 'Lot's' day, rejected the testimony 
of 'those who forewarned them of the 'Lord's comin'g in judgment,-'''until the 
day" in ,both cases. Until the last hour, ,un'belief a;bsolutely rejected the counsel 
of God,-until the floQd came and destroyed them all, until fire and brimstone 
descended and -destroyed the cities; right to the last minute they rejected the 
counsel of Ood. ISo shaH dt lbe, Jesus said, when the ·Son of M8.n shall be 
Tevealed. J.t may be there wiU be some bIg convention of educators when all 
the scholars of the world will !be assembled somewhere to teU the whole world 
!how untrue :Genes~s .is, and how impossi'ble Revelation is, and everyt'hing 
Ibetween! 'It may ibe that just as someone is giving some great speech ridi· 
culing and repuddating the whole 'Christian reve·laUon, the same to ·be printed 
and :published ·for the edIfication of the whole world, that in that hour, in the 
last momen·t, :God S'hal'l come in the 'Person of His ,Son, and cut 'short this 
folly of men; and: vindi-cate the trust 'of His people. 

'l'he Scripture says the Lord leaves not Him'self without wi'tnesses. He is 
preparin'g ,for the great assize; He is pre.paring witnesses all the time. He has 
His witness in creation. Do not r·un away and persuade yourself that he is a 
wise man who accepts that lunaUc ,philosophy of evolution! .1 d·o not want to 
be unkind, but 1 do think that a man has to ·be seven-eLghths of an idiot ibefore 
he can suJbscri'be to·.it! So far from Ibeing reasonlllble, dt is the negation 'of all 
reason. There is absolutely not one fact to su'pport it. There is not a scintilla 
of evidence in sU'PPort of tha;t nevill's lie. Yet it is every·where taught-in our 
hi'gh sch'o.ols, our colleges. everywhere-that 'principle is the pr.inciple upon· 
which God, if there !be a God, is always shut oUp to. But, I ·say, God has His 
witnesses; and it will ibe estaJblished in that day when the whole -creation which 
now "·groaneth and travaileth in pain together" is, by Ood's great power, deliv
ered into the 'glorious Uberty of the ·chHdren {)f God, and made sharers and 
,partakers o·f His glory. I believe there wiil not 'be a lM.ade of grass, there 
will not be a flower, nor a tree, there wiU not 'be a star in the sky, that. will 
not proclaim in one great chorus, "'1 told yOU' so." lIn the light of that great day 
the whole oUniverse w.ill 'be agreed on the reliaJbiUty, the a;bsoloUte tr.ustworthiness, 
of the Word of "God, that cannot 'lie." . 

But let me point out to you that our Lord Jesus says that His Coming Will 
lIe True to the ..4.naZogies 01 History. Was it Plato who said we can learn 
nothoing 'but by analogy? that we must .aIways work froID' -the known to the 
un!kn'o·wn? !Here this greatest of all teachers asked·, "Whereunto shall I Uken 
the 'kingdom of heaven; it is Uke-it is U-ke-it is like.......!I will tell! you", said 
He., "of the unknown by 'Pointing out to you their resem'blance to the thoings 
you know; and iby your knowled'ge of the things you ,kn'ow:I will put you oUnder 
condemnation for rejectin'g the other things." ·Little \by little !Qod is preparing 
for that great d:ay; and here our Lord says, '~Remember, it has happened 
'before; rememiber that Noah told those around him that I would jud'ge the 
world, and he was rejected-4but 'I did' exactly as he said I would. Remember 
that Lot, with aliI his defects, was a preach'er of rIghteousness'; and he, too, 
warned .of a 'coming judgment. And I sent angels 'from heaven to Teinforce his 
testimonY,-and 1 did exactly as I sai-d 1 would do." What d.oes it sa~ of iNo8!h? 
"By ,f'aUh Noah, !being warned of ;!Jod of thin·gs not seen as yet, moved: with 
fear, 'Prepared an ark to the saving 00£ his house, 'by the which he condemned the 
wOl"ld." The world that· then was? No! The w.or.Id that shall stand at last 
'before the jud'gment seat of God when 'NQ~h is ca:lled as a w.itness, as a man 
who believed .God, and who is a witness to the ·faithfulness (}j' God. Just so in 
that great day you shall stand, if y.QoU Ibelieve not in Christ, without excuse 
·before the jud.gm.ent ;bar of God: as 'it was in the days of 'Noah, as it was in the 
days of :Lot, "so shalll it 'be also in the days of the ISon of man." 

And that day:, my friends, will be, according to this te~chiD'g, to th,e ungooZy 
It day of destruction. The flood came and destToyed them all; the fire and 
brimstone came and destroyed them all. The ,great Judge shall come-it is 
not the dina,l judgment: that will 'be after the m1llennium-'but that at His 
coming He will yisit men with ·destruction, is aibsolutely certain. Wlhat shaJll 
He 'Come fo·r? To pour judgment upon all them that know not God, who ,believe 
not.Ood, and o:bey not the gospel of our ILord Jesus ·Christ. 
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III. 
Let me turn just a moment, and I have done, to the other side of this 

truth, which is much ibrighter. THE COMING OF THE LoRD WILL BE TO THE 
BELIEVEB A nAY W~EBEIN iHIS 'SALVATION WILT. BE COMPLETE. "Until the day"! 
What day? The day that Noah entered into the ark, and Ood shut him in. 
"The same day"! What day? The day that Lot went out of Sodom-the fire 
and ·brimstone ·came. I thin'k that means that there will be somebody going 
into ,the al'lk right up to the very day the Lord comes. ,Do not say that the 
day of revivals is over. I!f one soul can be saved', II do not see why t'he Lord 
cannot save a hundred; ,for wherever a soul is saved that is the regenerating 
work 'of the Lord. And l'f a hundred can 'be saved, why not a thousand? And 
if a thousand, there is no reason why a million may not Ibe saved. I believe 
that rigbt up unti'l the last moment 'peoplle will 'be .being saved, until the day 
when the !Son of iMan comes as tl;I.e Ughtnin,g. ·Perhaps a minute before He 
comes some poor 'sinner will say, I~God ibe merciful to me a sinner"; and he, 
too, will enter the Ar'k. !Right up until the olast, let us ;preac.h the gospel; 
'till He come, let ,us spea:k everywhere, Ibringin'g as many as we ;possilbly can to 
the light. \Let us be at it, always at it---()ut on the street. anywhere-that we 
may win many for Him "tilq He come". He has promised to· be wibh us all 
the d·ays. Therefore let every day !be a day of 'gra:ce, a day of salvation. 

I do not suppose that either Noah or !LOt understood all that God had told 
them un·til the day of judgment came. My friends. this is a,very precious i8oo'k. 
we would not' 'Part with it for anythin'g in the world; 'but I do not think any of 
us know very much lIIbout it. There aTe some promises that ,have !been exceed
dngly 'Precious to us. But five minutes 'Blfter the 'Lord has come like the Ught
nin'g, that iBook wi'll appear in a new light: it willibe a new Boo·k. When we 
are actuaUy within the Ark and the Lord has shut us' in, and we see God's 
judgment falling all lIibout us, and we shall know· that by His 8lbounding grace 
we are saved, we shall understand' in that day the .love of 'Chdst, we shall under
stand salvation by grlllce as we have never understood it as yet. Willen He 
comes all our tToubles will 'be over. We shall have no more trowble after that. 
When Jesus comes, when He actually comes, Uke Noah, we shall be in the Ark; 
like ,Lot, we shall be 'out of iSodom; we shall 'be out of har,m's way; we shall be 
saved. What a ,blessing it is that we are 8lble to 'look forward to that day! 

,I wish II could just 'begin to prea:ch to yOU now. I would try to describe to 
you what it means to 'be a Christian here', and· what it must mean hereafter. 
One thing I am sure 'o,f: that will 'be a day of ,great comfort and inspiration to 
us, when the Word of 'God is ,proved to be true. 'Did you notice, you who were 
ihere this morning, in the reading of our lesson that there was a ·great principle 
in that text? Let me :pass it on to you: "These things understood not bis 
disci.ples at the 1irst"-when the people took branches of ,palm trees, and went 
Ibefore Ohrist, cryin'g, "Hosanna: 'Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in 
the name of the 'Lord"-'\but when Jesus was 'gloriJfied, then remembered they 
that these things were written of him, that they had: done these things unto 
him." And when in that truer and more complete ·sense, our Lord is glorified 
at His reappearance, we shall understand as we cannot possiibly understand 
now a:ll that is written in this i8oo,k. iBut what a Iblessed thing it is that we 
may know here and now that all our sins are forgiven, that we are in Christ, 
and: that we are 'out of harm's way! "There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, ·but after the 
Spirit." 

:Are you in the Ar:k? Are yoU safe in 'Christ? Are you trusting Him wholly? 
Have you assurance of everlasting Ufe to-night? Lf you have, then the day of 
t,he Lor.d will ,be a day of gladness and glory to you: it will be the marriage of 
the Lamb; it will mean ·passing into the banqueting house. May the Lord 
help us this evening to mue ehoice of Him if we have not done so. 

And as for you who are IChristians: I wonder if there are some lukewarm 
ChTistians here to-nIght?-tSunday-go-to-meeting Christians, just coming to 
church on Sunday, .being reUgious once a week, and 'being a little bit -good the 
rest of the time-not one hundred per cent. fo·r 'Christ, not out-and-out for Him 
all the time, not witnessing for Him. Oh, when He comes, how we shall wish 
that we had ,gIven Him all there was of us! Lf we come to Him, as some must 
come, I ,fear., with. nothing 'but leaves, all their works destroyed-woo'd, hay, and 
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stu,bble; and they themselves saved, yet so as ,by fire, ,by God's a:bounding grace 
-'but with nothing at all to bring to Him Whom they 'love,-what a disappoint
ment that will ,be! You have heard that story-ll have told it s'omewhere Ibefore, 
but it may 'be some of YOU young people have not 'heard it-of a lady who had 
a dream that she was tranSilated into the celestial 'cIty, and conducted through 
the great streets !by one of the angel guides. She was shown about much as we 
show our friends a'bout down here. ",80-an-60 lives here, and ,So-and-lSo lives 
there." 'You know how these city !buses take people round the city, . and the 
crier tells 'Of all the important ,peGple who Uve' on the dilIerent streets. Well, 
the ang,el too,k her around and showed her certain houses; then brought her to 
the place where she was to live. [t was rather a dine house, a glorious mansion. 
It was a better house than she had ever 'lived in; and she was ,perfectly satis
fied with it until her eye caugl).t sight of another stiU more beautiful and 
much lar·ger. She was told that that was for So-and-So, and the angel men
tioned the name of her coachman'. "That for hIm! He was m'y coachman; he 
drove my horses; he was my servant on earth, And he is to have that glorious 
manSion, and I am to have this! lit is 'better than anything I have ever 'had, 
and 'yet in comparison how far ,behind him I have come!" '''WeH,'' the angel 
replied, "'we 'dId the ibest we 'could with t'he material you sent up. 'You did not 
send up much; and we did the 'best we COUld. But John did not live ,for earth: 
he lived for ·heaven. He, in his Ii,fetime, had liis e'viI things; ,but now he is 
to have his good thin·gs: this is his reward." 

'There will 'be a great many Christians when t'he Lord shall come, who wiI'1 
discover the ,foll:y of having tried to wal'k with the world and with Hiin. They 
wiIi 'be saved if they"are really His, "yet so as by fire." All their wor.ks will be 
burned. Would you not Uke to have a 'great many 'people there saved because 
of your tesU-mony? There is nothing that Ibrin'gs such joy to my heart as :r go 
aJbout Uke finding peop.Je-not as many as .1 would like, 'but occasionally I meet 
them, and it is wonderfoully sweet-Who say to me, "Mr. ,Shields, I want to s'ha;ke 
your hand." And I say, -'Did I ever meet you ·befo,re?" Sometimes the answer 
is "Yes", and sometimes he or she will say, '\NO, I never met you personally; 
'but some word you spoke led me to Christ." I feel Uke leaving the rest of the 
congregation and ta~king to that ,person ,for an hour or so, to find out how he 
is getting along. 'Oh, what a great joy it willibe when Jesus comes if He !brings 
with'Him some souls we have led to 'Him! .Someone said to me this morning, 
"WeH, the Lord is with you; the :Lord is Iblessing you, the Lord is using you. 
Of course, some people say that it is only because He ,uses the base' things of 
the world." "Well," I said. "'HalleLujah! Then ilIe will get all the glory. I 
do not care if they say it is because He uses the ,base .things of the world', or 
the things that are despised, or the things whIch are not, so long as He gets 
all the glory." I am ,living for that day: I am living for ,pay-day. I do not 
eXipect to get very much down here; but .it is worth while making an invest
ment against that day of testing, when Jesus shall come to reward His servants. 

'I am going to give an invitation to-night, n-ot only for those who are not 
!!laved, 'but also for those who, ,being saved, have never confessed Christ. I 
also want to ·give an invitation to those of you who are ,Christians to ,put Him 
first. I wonder if there are any theatre-goers here to-night? Wou1d you like to 
be ,found there when Jesus comes? I won·der if there are any dancing. peo;ple 
here to-ni,ght? They tell a story that 'someone reported to ,Spurgeon that one 
of his members was in the habit of gOing to a 'certain dance-hall. WUhout 
saying anything to anyone Mr. ,Spurgeon decided 'he would go and see for him
seU. There was an entrance at one end and the orchestra was playing at the 
other end. !Spurgeon was known to aU 'London: his ·.portrait was in all the 
papers; everyone 'knew l:J.im; everyone on the street could tell who he was. 
And as he pushed open the door and walked in, the leader of the orchestra 
w'ho was standing with his face toward the door, saw 'him and dropped his 
baton. The orchestra, not understanding, stopped; and the dancers came to a 
standstill. There was si,lence. They looked around and saw the great preacher 
standing in the doorway; and he said·; "If my ,presence 60 alarms you, what 
would you do .if Jesus Himself shoulq come and ·find you here?" 

·Oh, why can we not ,be His alone, His wholly? Shall we not do so from 
to-night? ,ShaH we not yield 'ourselves wholly to Him, and let Him have ftrst 
place? 
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The puibliC3ltion of this p!,per as a missionary en·~erPr,jse is made I??ssible by *e gifts of 
members of Jarvis Street Ohurch and others, Qnd os sent to subs!lnbers by ~1ul for $:2.00 
(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read thlS have rec~lVed blessmg, 
we _hall be graleful .for 'all')' thank·offering you may be. 31ble to send to. The W,tness Fund at 
any time' and espeClally for yout" prayers tba't the mesBa!!"e of The Wltness may be ul!"d by 
the Holy' Spirit for the defet;'<'e of .the Faith, thi: Ba,lvatlOD of souls. and the !'X"'ll>a.tio~ of 
Ch·rist. As our funds make It posslble, we 'hope to add to our free ,list, from ·t>mi: to tIme, 
thi: names of ministers at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
"JOY COMETH IN THE MORNING." 

What are the characteristics of the Angel of Joy? With whom does she 
consort? How does she minister to h'uman worth and character? What does 
she accomplish -of enduring value when she "cometh in the morning"? 

1. Let us examine Some of the Oharacteristics of True Joy. JQY is always 
to Ibe distinguished from the fair ·but fickle sprite called ,Mirth,. Mirth has a 
mel-odious voice, Ibut it is of a very Ught quaUty, and is ·unequ~ to any deep
toned hymn of praise. Her eyes are full of lau'ghter; her mouth betrays a 
bewitching sense of humor; and 'her tongue is always trilling some Ught and 
lilting. song. IShe is a gay 'companion for those who are seeking pastimes, 
for her feet are swtft and airy; they are never long in one ,plaee; and when 
Mirth has passed, s'he does not leave even an enduring 'footprint behind her. 
But Joy has a voice of great compass, and of high quality. ,She can sing as 
lightly and' ,bllthely as Mirth wIth Uttle children, and on appropriate occasions; 
'but she shows her full powers and the direction of her desires when participat
ing in some ,glorious oratorio. Her eyes are .fun of 'laughter, too; but it is of 
a dee,per and richer quality-they are wells of satisfaction, worlds of unmixed 
deli-ght. Joy'S mouth is made for smiling, and for .gracious words, and for the 
speech of unfailing friendship. She, too, is roe-Hke in her coming; she can ibe 
"like a roe or a youn'g 'hart on the mountain of /Bether"; Ibut coming early in 
the morning it Is 'her 'P'leasure to llibide even after the sun is down. J'oy is 
therefore stronger than Mirth, and more constant in her ministry_ 

:Another 'distinguishing feature of this good angel consists in the fact that 
her character is rooted in her nature. Nature is a stronger and deeper word 
than character. 'Character is a'biding; it is that which is cut or engraved; but 
it may be made up of that whIch is natural and acquired. Nature involves the 
essence of things. The leopard's spots, and the 'Ethiopian's s'kin, are the marks, 
not of .charaeter, ,but of nature. 'Thus a character which is lalboriously built 
up of natural and acquired q1ualities, may Ibe overthrown 'by a sudden erllJptiol1 
of an underlying nature. 

Li·ke smiling vineyards 'on the slopes of a quiescent volcano lMirth may 
fill the air with rollicking laughter, where only ·fear and tremib'ling would ·be 
the ap.propriate attitude of soul. But there is no lava Ibeneath the taughter of 
Joy! Her everlasting songs echo from the everlasting hills. Her character, 
her outward form, is 'but the expression of ,her real nature, of what she is 
essentially. Or to ·change the ·figure, Joy is not a manufa·ctured thing, an 
artificial 'Production. Joy is a fruit, "The fruit of the .Spir.it is Joy." There
fore Joy -is inti,mately related to life. It is not physical only,-the exhilaration 
of a motor ride is not joy. Nor is it mental only. The man of science finds 
in his discovery intense deHght as ·an intellectual achievement; but he does not 
find joy. Joy in its fullest meanin'g is m'oral. "As the crackling of thorns 
under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool." Such is not the laughter of JOY. 
Joy ·finds her ,being. her life, and movement, .in right relations. This is the 
genesis of Joy: "These things have I spoken unto y'ou that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might 'be .full. I willI see you again, and your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no Irian ta'keth .from you. Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing In my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be 
full." 
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Thus we may say of Joy as of 'Hope, that she is an angel of God, and 
comes to us ;from the mountains of Bether, and: from the pla:ce called Calvary. 
when Sinners repent "there is joy in the ,presence of the angels of God"; for 
repentance is the ,beginning of a new natJure ,from which JOY springs. . 

ilt is char·acteristic of Joy that her ministry is sometimes exercised i'n 
silence. We h~ve already said that she has a 'l"ich voice and an eloquent tongue. 
Wihen Joy sings or speaiks all ears are attentive. But s;he is more than a sing· 
ing or Ii taJl.lking an'gel. IS'he ;loves to ,be the companion of quiet hours. Some· 
times she waits upon a book of holy thoughts and high desires. And he who 
draws .water out of the wells o;f salvation which are found in the Book of 
'boo·ks will always do it "with joy." (When faith, Uke Eliezer, draws near to the 
well-side, this angel, Uke tRelbekah, is always waiting to let down her pitcher 
for him to drink. And it is well for us to reflect that there is a deeper satis
faction of soul than the Ups can eJQllress; that there is a 'heaven of si~ence as 
well as of speech; a joy of meditation as well as a joy ·o·f action; a joy of growth 
as well as a joy of plantin'g; 'a joy of 'progress as well as aJ·oy of culmination. 

And Joy comes often as a sIlent angel t·o witness and assist the souls' 
commerce with the s'kies; to share the souls' revel .in the spi'l"itual bles'sings 
in heavenlly places in ,Christ. There is a joy which is "uns'peakable and f.ull 
of glory." 

Another characteristic of this angel is that her visits are sometimes as 
secret as they are silent. This queen does not always raise the royal standard 
when she is in residenee. It is true that the heart knoweth its own ·bitterness, 
and it is also true that "a stranger doth not intermeddle with its joys." The 
an·gel of Joy exercises her ministry to t'he individual, and often displays her 
greatest powers when none 'by God is near. When we were younger, and 
had had less ex.perience of life, we were disposed to estimate religious j·oy by 
the volume of its e~ressIon; ibut now most of IUS have learned that the real 
springs of life a'l"e secret; that .the costUest gems ·are not dieplayed in the 
jewellers' window; that the tenderest 'Words are not spoken in the mar-ket 
place; that the hardest. lessons are learned in solitude; the most effectual 
prayers are 'breathed within the doset; and the de.epest joys are ·found in the 
secret of the tabernacle of the Most HIgh. 

In this day when peDJPle are disposed to -live in houses with,out blinds; to 
read what ibooks they read aloud and in the pu'blic view; and to nouris'h their 
religious life on~y on public religious exercises, we commend' the ministry of 
'this sometimes silent and secret an-gel of Joy. 

; !But we might continue our recital of Joy'S characteristics almost indefin
itely. We might spea.k of the suddenness of her appearance; of how her store
ho.uses, like Joseph's. though long in :fiHing are suddenly th'l"own open; of how 
her coming is sometimes, as to Sarah and Abraham, long foretold by Faith and: 
Pa~ien'ce; 'but time ,for·bids. Only remember, she is an angel of God; she is 
not like Mirth, of fickle, fleeting, temperament; she Is never super-ficial, she is 
often silent and secret in her ministry, but that she ma:kes one to rejoice in 
order to ,bring gladness to the -multitude. 

. II. Let us now enquire W.ith WMm This Good Angel Oonsorts. "Birds of a 
feather fiock to'gether"; and the same is true of angels and of ,princi'Ples. 
There are moral as we'll as temperamental incompataJbilities. Isaac and Ishmael 
will not long dwell together; and it is inev1t3lble that Jacob and Esau should 
some day come to the parting of the ways. There are certain 'Plants which may 
grow together to their mutual ,prolfit, and there are certain flowers, which, 
without deterioration, may ,bloom together in the same garden. And the same 
is true o·f moral principles and of spirituatJ. graces. 

The angel of Joy is careful o.f her company; and there are places, and 
principles, and persons, with which she 'Will have nothing to do. 

The angel O'f Joy wiZZ never consort with "the spirit that now tvorketh in 
the children 01 disobedience"; nor with those who walk aceording to the course 
of this world, according to the ·pr.ince of the power of the air. We have said 
that Joy finds her very life and 'being in right rela·tions; theref.ore to wait upon 
the children of disobedience would !be her own destruction. 'The spirit that 
now worketh in the children of dis·oibedience is a spi·rit of earnal pleasure, of 
intellectual pride, of worldly wisdom; and often stimulates the voice, and puts 



10 (242) THE GOSPEL WITN~SS August 13, 1925 

on the robes of Joy; ·but in fuHl.llin'g the desires of the flesh and of the mind 
there is no true joy. J·oy never dwells where the divine law is infringed; and 
the disobedient, therefore, are denied this angel's ministry. 

Nor does this angel ever attend the steps of the unbelieving. Unlbelief 
chooses to travel 'by night. It prefers a fire-fly to an angel, and the phos
·phorescence of decay to the light of the promise of immorta.lity. !But the 
angel of Joy attends the pilgrimage of those who follow the pillar of fire and 
the pillar of cloud, and whose eyes behold the Iand that is very far off. 

There is a resemblance 'between Hope and· Faith. They are twin angels 
and we ,have .!found them to be so in our own e~periences.· iBut we will readily 
recognize that Joy is a' kindred spirit to these two, and that all three are re
lated to the sweet angel of ,Peace. Here is a group picture: "Now the God 
of hope !lill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may a:bound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost." Hope, Joy, Peace, Faith, all 
wor,king in concert that Hope may abound, and all servants of the Holy 
·Ghost. Hope and Faith are closely related, and the angel o'f JOY is related to 
'both, and to 'Peace. ,Peace is not a pioneer, she gathers out no stones, and casts 
up no highways. 'She 1's a gentle minister, of sweet and soothing presence, and 
always 'follows in the wake of sturdy and heroic Faith, and provides in her all
,pervading presence the earnest of Hope's great expectations. 'But Joy is no 
more a pathfinder than Peace. JOY is a follower and support\lT, rather t'han 
a leader. It is the part of Joy to admire the exploits of Faith; hence she never 
parts company with Faith. It is equa,.lly her mission to exhi'bit the excel~ 
lencies of ·Peace; therefore Joy is insepara.ble from 'Peace, and Peace from 
Joy; and Peace may dwell in the ,heart of Joy even in times of hattle and of 
war. And it is the function of Joy to make Hope's res,plendent anticipations 
the toheme of all her songs; she .is, indeed, Hope's own laureate to sing her 
praises, that Hope may abound. Thus we see we cannot have Hope without 
Joy; . and we cannot have Joy without Peace; and we cannot have either 
without Faith. These four consort together, and minister to us only through 
the power of the Holy 'Ghost. 

·But we should miss a very important aspect o,f ou·r su.bject were we to fail 
to point out that this angel often comes to us disguised. IShe ca,.me disguised 
as a jaBer to Joseph; and when she had wrought her will with him, she put 
a gold ,chain aJbout his neck, ·and a ring on his hand, and crowned him with 
'honour. And when she had thrown off her ro'bes, he saw that the keeper of 
the prison had ,been the angel of Joy! She came in the guise of gaunt Famine, 
attended Iby 'Bereavement, to Jacob. -But in due time, surrounded Iby his faDlilY, 
he saw that the angel of Joy had redeemed him from all evil. To iMordecai 
she came dlothed wIth the sackcloth of neglect, .and her head covered wibh the 
ashes of ingratitude. But, anon, arraying him in ,purple, and putting the crown 
royal upon his head, she led him on the .king's horse through tohe city, pro
claiming, '''Thus shall it be unto the man whom the .kin.g deUghteth to 
llono-r." . 

And still she comes to us in strange garments. As the angel of pain we 
'behold her; as the angel 'of sorrow we shriJllk from her; even as the angel of 
death she sometimes appears to us. But still behind the ·veil the smiUng ~ace 
·of Joy awaits disclosure: ' 

"When rises first the fiush of hope, 
The saddest heart can sing; 

Yet not, for this alone, my soul, 
Thy eheerful praises ibring. 

"Are there no hours of confiict flerce, 
No heavy to-ils and pains, 

No watchings and no weariness, 
That ,bring their precious gains? 

"0 could we once 'believe the prayer, 
Our Ups repeat in vain, . 

Then, as of old, we should Ibe stilI, 
And 'wal'k with 'God' again. 
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"And sorrow's face would be unveiled, 
And we at last should see 

Her eyes are eyes of tenderness; 
Her speech ~ut echoes Thee." 

(243) 11 

The angel of Joy is the inseparable companiO'lt of duty. And the path of 
duty seldom lies, in this pr~S6nt life, along ,streets of gold; and while "green 
pastures" are touched here and there as resting places, the paths of right~ous
ness are often steep and stony, and lie through an enemy's country. But these 
angels I ,have spoken of never fail to keep the dutiful soul company all the way. 

And whoever treads the path of duty with Faith in Him who died, and at 
Peace with Him Who lives, witoh Hope in Him WIho reigns, and Who will come 
again, shall not ,fail of the ministry of the angel of J,oy. 

'~Since all that [ meet 
ShaH wor-k for my good, 

The !bitter is sweet, 
The medicine food; 

Though ,painful at ,present, 
'Twill cease ,before long; 

And then, 0 how pleasant, 
The Conqueror's song." 

"GIVE ME A RIDE?" 
Sometimes when on the road a motorist will meet with !boyS and girls 

who cry, "Give me' a ride, lMister?" They are out to play. They do not care 
which way they go so long as they can ,get a ride. The other day we saw a 
man about to cross the street who appeared to 'be turned toward the same 
llirection in whIch we were travellin'g and we offered him a lift. but he replied, 
"Thank you, but I am going in the opposite direction." 

Thus, to'o, on Ufe's highway OUT response to tohe overture:! of those we 
meet will depend upon whether we ,are waiting for a ride or are gOing 3Qme
where. There is no virtue in ma'kin'g a labour of Ufe. There is no merit to 
be gained by trud'ging along the dusty road lintil our feet are sore. just for the 
sake 'o,f walking. There is no wrong in riding providing the chariot is goiug 
in the right direction. The main thing is that we S'hould stead,fastly set 'our 
face to go to our Jerusalem. ,Let us' stand !by our principles; let us press 
toward the mar:k; let us continue in His 'Word; let us declare ,plainly that we 
seek a country. But so long as we are directed toward, truth and righteous
ness, let us .gratefully accept the lifts which are offered. "The chariots of 
God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels." There aTe ma·ny going 
our way! Do not relluse their ministry: "Are t'hey not all ministering s'pirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall 'be heirs of salvation?" Yes, the 
Narrow Way is thronged with di,vine ministries. He who said, '11 am. the' 
way," also said, "I will give you ·rest"; and oHe who said, "i[ am the truth," 
also ,promised, ,"lMy yoke is easy, and My burden is light." .Let us try to learn 
to be good and t9 do so easi·ly; to 'be true amililbly; to be strong, tenderly; to 
be faithful and just mercifully: let.us always ride when the chariot is going 
our way! That is the meaning, in ,principle" of the admonition, "Lf it be pos
si'ble, as much as lieth in you, Uve .peace8lbly with all men." 

'But !beware of the Teli-gion which is looking ·for a joy ride, which cares 
nothing 3loout direction, if only it may ride in ea'se. This is the way of com
promise and moral neutrality. This is the way af spiritual declension, and 
barrenne'ss, aId dispeaqe, and, in th.e end, utter spiritua-l destitution. Let us 
say "No" to the Invitation to ride, however luxurIously and swiftly, when the 
oarriage is travelling in a direction OPPOSite to the Word and 'wiU of God. It 
were !better to walk toward ",bread enough and to spare," than to ride toward 
want; better to plod toward honour than to ride toward shame; 'better to wal'k 
out of Egypt with iMoses into .freedom, thaD. to ride with Pharaoh into the sea 
of judgment'. We do well to enquire of ourselves, Are we out for a ride? or are 
we going somewhere? . 
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Utbe 31arbis ~trett Rlbolt .iblt ~unba!, ~tboollLesson €ourst 
Lesson XX. August 1M, 19.25 

THE FIRST NOTES OF LOVE'S MUSIC.-Song of Solomon, chapter I. 

The Song. of Solomon i.S! one of the mo.st prof,oundly spiritual portion's of 
Scripture. There will always be some who woill 'scoff at it all' a mere human 
lov-e ,&O'!J,g. Tho'B-e WlhO&e religion is but a' .superficia,l experience, to whom 
ChrIst i,s little more than a historical figure will never appreciate the rapture's • 
.>1 love tl~is song; depict:s. But believer,s· to whom Christ is preciou& ·wUl alway,s 
find in it a velli·cle of expres&ion which loving hearts will u·se to magnify the 
Lord. 

The Song ~s lar.gely i·n -dialogue form" the Spou&e and her Bel'oved. speaking 
in turn to each other. It is the voice ·of the BrIdegroom and. vhe .Bride. lot 
expresS'es -the devotion of every re·newed s,oul f.or the Well Beloved, and of the 
Church collectively f,or her Divine HUsba·nd.. 

I. Of All Songs this is the Most ExceII etnt. 

All love ins'pir·es· Ison.g. The love which find,s erxpression in our human 
relation&hips i.s the beS't there is in us. But here is! a theme which trans·cend,s 
and out:18ls,j)s all other,s. Here i·s a Lover w,ho never dieS', Whose love neve~ 
grow.S cold,; a Lover Who loves the unlovely, a'nd' un.lovin'g, and unloveable . 
. Here, tO.o, is a love that redeems, and recov-erS!, and. r·ehabili-tates ·the lOost. 

II. The Spouse is the First to Speak. 

1. Tohe k.Ls's of the. divine Bridegroom may be a reality. It is thus' a per
sonal Chri'st ·Iavi.S!hes 'His affection upo~ u's. We need: in the,se cold and. formal 
day.S' ,to recover this ·sense of personal cont;1ct wi·th the Unseen: "Let him kill'S 
me .with the kis·s of the mou·th." 

2. A ,sense of the love of Chris,t is the moSlt exhilarating ·of all experiences. 
T·o be loved, by anyone is· to be em-iched-but to :be lov·ed by ,t'he Lord, Ls to 
have a foreta'ste of heaven: "Thy love loll' beUer than wine." 

3. The Spou-s,e expa:tiates upon the healing q,ualitieS' .of her Beloved's 
name: "Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment 
poured for·th." What a sweet :s·avour ,there i.s about a·nyone .of the many names 
of Chri·st. What a ,subje·ct of study-the various nameS' of Christ. In the Old 
Testament He is "~mmanuel", God with us, "The iLord our iRighteousness," 
"The Lord our Banner;" He is a Friend. a Brother, Teacher-but more than 
all, He -j,s called' "Jesus" be'cause He saves. What healing there is in every 
name He Ibears! Every name is a ,box of ointment. 

4. There is an attra'ction in the name: "Therefore the virgins love thee." 
Mention some of Hi,s many names and. ,s'ee ho,w their music charm,s one. 

S. The ,Spouse begs her Beloved to "draw her." Prayer will Ibring us near 
as He ·draW's us. "No ma·n can come to me except the Father which hath Isent 
me draw him." 

6. But those ·who pray m\lJst have a wilUngnes.s to run: "We wiU run 
after thee." 

7. Suc'll a·&piratlo·n Is always an,swered: "T·he king hath 'brought me into 
hi·s cham,ber." 

8. T·hen may the redeemed 'soul reoolv·e to make his ,soul',s Lover his re
joicing. It mean,s we m,u5t deUght our.selves i·n the Lord·, and remember His 
love constantly. 

9: Con·fession of unworthln·e.ss is a healthy exerciee of the soul: "I am 
·black ibut comely," etc. So are we black-Oh, so Iblack! But how wonderful 
that we ·should. be "comely" in His eyes! 

l'O. A 'sen·s·e of unworthiness w·m humble us, and a humble 'spirit will 
attract OUl" Lo·rd,. (V·erse 6.) 

11, Here is a model prayer for one who has lost the s,ense of the Divine 
pre·sence in·ver,se 7. 

(a) How to add·ress Him: "Whom my ·soul loveth," "W,hosoever loveth is 
born of God." If we can address Him thus our praY'er cannot fail of an an·swer. 
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(,b) Where are His.haunt:&and where does He feed His floc'lts? He ever meets 
'with those ,w'ho meet in His name. He can be found .in. ,the page,s.of His Word. 

(c)" Why indeed should we for,sake Him for others? Ruth',s experience 
with Hoaz is useful here: She was to abide fut by his maIdens and. not be lSeen 
in other field,s. It Is easy to 'lose Christ if we go where we kn:ow He wili 'not 
g'l, and easy to find Him if we go where He has promised to ineet u,s. 

Ill, The Spouse is Instructed In Her Search. 

"If ,thou know not, 0 thou fairest among wO'lI!Iln," etc., (Vens,e 8,) 
1. . How we appear ,in, Hi,s eyes: . "0 thou fai.rest," etc, If we knew ·how 

much Chris.t loves UIS, and how precious we are in His lSight, we should find 
ourselve,s drawn irresistiblY ,to Him. 

2. He will be found by the footsteps of the fiock. Christians often find 
their greatest blesSing in ser·ving others. Christianity ds a social, as well as a 
rersonal matter. We ehall find; mu.ch as we trace the footsteps of the fiock 
we can fi·nd, now-here 'else, 

3. The kin·g des'cribe,s the obje·ct of his· affections as ,she appeal'S to him, 
(V,s. 9·11.) 

4, The two lover,s, vie with each other in expres'sion,s' of affection. (Vs. 
12"17.) What secrets are wrllip,ped up in a loving Iheart! What secret fellowship 
we ought to, have with the Lover of our souls. 

Lesson XXI. August 213rd, 1925· 

LOVE'S MUS'IC rs CONTINUED.-Song of Solomon, chapter 2. 

We have in the second chapter a further dialogue between the lovers, It 
is well that we should talk much with our Lord. Seeing His name is as oint· . 
ment poured forth, it will be refreshing for us to call Him by name, even his. 
many. names; and talk with Him in the most intimate fashion about all that 
concerns us, Then we shall be sure to hear His voice: Bible reading invarilllbly 
leads to a dialogue; we hear God s'peak, and we speak back to Him, 

The num:bers in the lines ,below indicate ,the verses upon which commen,t 
is ml!'-de, 1. I,t is the s'pouse rather than her lover who speaks saying, "I am 
the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys," She is not altogether devoid 
of beauty; but, she likens herself to ·a very humble fiower, and she th,inks she 
can be nothing more ,than that in her lover's eyes. After all, humility is one of 
the choicest of all graces, and one of the most attractive. 2, Her lover answered 
her saying, "As ,the Illy among thorns, so is my love among the daughters." 
As though he had said, "You may be only a lily of the valleys, and you may 
thus entertain a. very modes,t estimate of your beauty; but in comparison with 
others, you are as a lily among thorns," It is very wonderful th'at Christ should 
see anything in us, and yet His gracious eye discerns it and sees in us some· 
lily·like quality, 3. These love'til mutually magnify each other, and now it 1-s 
the spouse who speaks and says, "As the apple tree among the .ttees of the· 
wood, so is my beloved among the sons", And then she ,tells us of what she 
had found in her beloved: she ·had sat down under his shadow w·ith great 
delight. it is a high privilege to rest under the shadow of .the Almighty when 
the scorching sun is high in the heavens and no shade. is anywhere to be 
found; it is a blessed thing to be able to come to Him Who is as an apple tree 
among th'e treeS' of the wood, Whose shade is thick ·an'd refreshing: "I will 11ft 
up 'mine iiyes 'u'nto the hms, ·from whence cometh my hel,p, IMy 'help cometh from 
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the Lord, which made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be 
moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, he .that keepeth Israel 
shall neither slumber nor slee'p. The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade 
upon.thy right hand: . The sun ·shall not smite thee ·by day, nor the moon by 
night. The Lord shall 'preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. 
The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time f(nth, 
and even for evermore." 

But she found more than shade in him: resting beneath his shadow, she 
found his fruit sweet unto her taste. Thus our Lord is "as the apple tree 
among the trees of the wood"; He brings us fruit where they bring Us nothing. 
He is more than man; He is God and beside Him there is none else. And what 
luscious fruits co~e to us as we sit beneath His shadow! He gives us a taste 
for that which He produces, so that we delight in it. 4. ,she now speaks not 
only of what he is, but of wha.t he ha·s· done. He brought us into His banqueting 
house, and His banner over us was love. If we re·trace our steps and study 
the phHosophy of our own salvation, we .shall most eertainly conclude that we 
did not come to the banqueting house of ourselves, ibut He brought us through 
the instrumentality of His Word, and 'by the power of His Spirit,-through the 
sw~et constraint of His grace, we were induced .to come .. We found also t·hat 
His table was a .banquet: He does not call us to meagre fare. Here we are 
reminded of the parable of when a message was sent out, "Come, for all things 
are now ready." 5-7. These verses represent the :br.ide as resting in the love 
of her 'beloved; and she charges her maidens not to awake him, nor to distur.b 
him till he shall please. Too often we are like litile children .pulling at their 
mother's skirts, unwilling that she should be quiet for a moment, or that she 
should have 'any rest. Prayer is something more .than naggIng. It is well to be 

'so satisfied with our Beloved that we can -make this the language of our hearts: 
"See that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he !please." 

·8. Here the ibelieving soul exclaims on hearing the voice of ''my beloved". 
Nothing expresses personality more than the voice. Here she distinguishes the 
voice of her beloved from all others. Thus our Lord has said, "My sheep heal' 
my voice." In the world to-day there are Plany who would tell us that God has 
not spoken, to whom the Bible is as other .books; but the renewed soul when 
reading it exclaims, ,iThe voice of my Beloved." Faith does not weary of His 
tarryin·g. The same one who exhorted her maidens not t,o awake her lover, 
now' expresses her confidence that he w1l1 come with all speed, "Behold, he 
cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills." She says he is 
like a roe or a young hart. It is a blessed thing to have thIs view of our Lord, 
that He wastes no time, that He does not tarry unn-ecessarily, that He always 
keeps to schedule. She represents him here as standing behind the wall and 
looking forth at the windows, shewing himself through the lattice. To the 
view of faith, our Beloved always seems to be looking out of heaven's windows; 
we feel that it will not be long .before He comes'. He maintains an attitude of 
desire toward us, longing to communicate with us. 10-13: She hears her 
beloved calling her to a more intimate relationshiop, .as though he would for 
ever terminate the time of separation: The spring has come, the voices of 
summer are in the air, the flowers appear on the earth; and in conson.ance with 
this expression of a.bundant Ufe, he bids her come to him: ":Arise, my love, my 
fair one, and oome away." Thus.it is our Beloved is ever calling illS to the 
heights, calling us to the summerland of the heavenly places wherein we are 
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bles~ed wIth all spiritual blessings .in Christ. 14. He calls his beloved by a 
tender name: "0 my dov,e." Pure in his eyes, but how utterly helpless!
sheltering in the clefts of the rock and in the secret places. But he calls .to 
her to le,t him hear her voice. 

A brother told us recently of being called by long distance telephone from 
Vancouver, nearly three thousand miles away, in the early morning; and, 
answering the telephone, he heard his daughter's voice on the line. Though 
separated by that long distance, he said that her personality-all that she Wa5J 

to him-expressed itself in her voice; and 'his father's heart thrilled with the 
music of it. He thought back through the years and remembered when she 
was a baby, and then a little girl, and of how she grew up to womanhood; and 
had been separated from him for many years. But when he heard her vo'ice 
over those nearly three thousands of miles of wire, he ,felt as though she 
stood by hIs side. iSO our Beloved bids us tallk to Him over what sometimes 
seems to us infinite space" which space is 'bridged Iby His gracious Presence 
until we feel ourselves at His side. He would hear our voices and see our 
-countenances. Ought we not to think of prayer not only as 'an exercise which 
brings us renewal of strength, but as one that delights the heart of God, and 
gives Him the joy. of hearing ,the voice of His beloved? 

15. This verse is very suggestive. These lovers choose ,to walk in the vine
yard, and the vines have tender grapes; 'and there are foxes, little foxes, that 
spoil the vines. He asks that they may be removed. So are there many things 
in every human life which mar its beauty and destroy its fruitfulness. 16-17. 
She rejoices in their mutual possession of each other: "My beloved is mine, 
and I am his." Perhaps there is no more thrilling experience than to know 
that one is loved by one beloved, and to have the consciousness of possession. 
So fliith can say of Christ, "He is mine and I am His." She bids him come to 
her swiftly through the darkness 'and to lose no time, thlllt until the day break 
to Ibe like a roe or a ,young hart. This is an anticipation of the concluding 
words of Revelation: "Surely I eo me quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus." 

Note: We print herewith the lessons for the next two Sundays. Because 
we ·lacked space we omitte'd the first lesson from last week's Witness .. We have 
heard from several urging us to continue these expositions, one man calling the 
office ,by long distance telephone. 

BAPTIST BIBLE UNION CONFERENCE IN JARVIS STREET. 

At the Seattle meeting of the !Baptist Bible Union the 'Executive of the 
Union was authorized to ta,ke into consideration the launching of a' new 
Forei'p Mission 'Movement, 'because hundreds of the pastors and churches of 
the Nor-them Baptist Convention have lost all confidence in the Foreign Mis
sion 'Board of that Convention. Alter a good deal of consideration and plan
ning to .find a convenient time and place, it has lbeen decided that the Executive 
wiU meet in Jarvis ,Street Churc~, beginning August 30th. 'I'he actual sessions 
of the Executi,ve will pr()lb~bly not be held until Tuesday, ,September 1st. 

The mem,bers I()of the ,Executive Committee wiI1 come to Toronto for the 
dis'cussion of business; ,but while 'here, there will /be evening meetings which 
w.ill be add,res~ed 'by the visiting members. It ds expected vh'at the whole Exe-· 
cutive win ibe in attendance, including Dr. W. B. Hinson, the ,great preacher ot 
Portland, Oregon; Ur. W. B. Riley, 'Minneapolis; Dr. J. Frank Norris. of Fort 
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Worth; Dr. O. W. Van Osdel, of .Grand ,Rapids; Dr. W. L. Pettin-gill, of Phd1&
delphia; Rev. H. O. Meyers, of Des :Moines; Rev. Arthur Fowler, of Ha.mJburg, 
N.Y.; and whfIe we are not yet certain, we are hoping to 'be favoured with the 
presence of that ·great scholar and preacher, beloved of all his brethren, Dr. 
F. W. Farr, of Los Angeles. 

These evening mee~ings will 'lie held during the first week o·f Toronto 
Exhiibition when thousands of vdsitors will ibe in Toronto. This notice is sent 
out at this time in the hope that many visitors will plan their trip to Toronto 
for that week so as to have the ad·vantage of the ministry of these mi-ghty 
giants of the faith. 

TO OUR WITNESS READERS. 

A .brother who has 'been visiting from ICaLifornia, when 'bidding us good-lbye, 
said, "1 am going ·baok to try to get you a large nUDlJber of suibscr~bers for The 
Witness." We are sure t'hat if our readers could rea,uze all that this paper 
is accomplishing, those who now help Us 'by recommendin·g the paper to others 
and 'by sending us occasional subscribers, would be even more zealous .in this 
work; while many others who hitherto have not done this, would enlist in this 

. service. The Witness is not a commercial entenprise; It is not even good b\lsi. 
ness from a monetary poInt of view. The subject matter of The Witness is 
contri'buted witnout a cent of remuneration. The greater part of the work done 
on The Witness is d()ne 'by the office staff without charge to 'The Witness Fund. 
The continued publication of the paper is made possi·ble Iby the generosity of 
those who contribute to the cost of its ·publication. While it is not included in 
our missi()nary enterprises, yet we believe that it is a missionary enterprise in 
the truest sense. .A!bout a thousand ministers all over the American cop.tinent 
are readIng The Gospel Witness every week. It is our 'hope that many of them 
find heLp in its pa:ges. ·Some of these men of God who have no one to· preach to 
them, ,but who must always be 'giving out to others, :find the coming of The' 
Witness to be very much like a 'pastoral call; it comes t()- them with a fresh 
message but recently spoken, and ·carries with it the atmosphere of the service 
in which it is delivered. 

There are ·comparatively few of our Gospel Witness readers who could not 
send us in another sU1blscription if he or she w()uld try. We ask this of you, 
reader, as a favour. Thin,k of someone to whom the ,paper would be a help; 
and then go and ·get his subscription. 

WITNESS LENDERS. , • > 

Nothing pleases us more than 'hearing of the hundreds of cases in which 
The Witness, after being read 'by a subscri'ber, is passed ()n to others. We hope 
that this practice win increase more and more; ·for the more people we can get 
to read the .paper, the larger its influence wiU ibe. At the same time, we m8ike 
this suggestion: :perhaps those who borrow the 'paper from others, ,?r who, at 
least,-receive it'as a loan, milght Ibe induced to gel the ·paper. for themselves and 
to Ibecome Witness lenders themselves. We offer this also as a suggestion. 

Then we should be glad if all those 'who, from the reading of these two 
.paragrap·hs are moved to help us in this matter, in sending in their su'bscrip
tions, would tell us that they were l~d to s\l'ch action through this eX!hortation. 


