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oj And I 'beh:eJd, and, io, ;n the mid·st of the throne and of ~he four. \)ea,&ts aoId 
in the midst of the eldens, sotood a Lamb as it had beetll slain, lraVlin'g seven lWrns 
and Sleven eyes, wlhioh are ·the seven Spirits of God sent forth ilIlto a,1I t·he ea·rth."­
Rev. 5: 6. 

II I r m. '~d tho <on"'" "And I oaw In tho d.h, >and or blm thai sat on the throne a book w~itten 'within ·and on the 'back side, sealed 

L with sevel!- ~aIs. And [ saw a strong angel- proclaiming with a loud 
voice, Who IS worthy to open the lbOlOlk, and to loose the seals 

= thereof? :And no man in ihelliven, nor in ellirth, neither under 
~. the earth, was ruble to open the !book, neither. to look thereon. 

" And I wept -much, Ibeca'llSe no man. was found worthy to open 
. 'and to read the book, n'either to rook thereon. 'And one of the 

elders saitih unto me, WeeIP not: ibehoId;, ·the iLion of the ,trl·be of Juda, the Root 
of 'David, hath prevaHed to o.pen the lboiO,k, and to ·lo.ose tme seven seals thereof. 
And it beheld, and, 10, dn t'he midst of the throne and of the .four ;beastS, and in 
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamlb as i.t had been slain., having seven horns 
and seven eyes, whoicb. are the seven &piriots o.f God! sent fortib. intJo all the eartb". 

'T.hia ibook of 'Revelation is full o.f marvello.us pro-phecies which PTedict tre­
mendous o.ccurrences. ·One cannot read'it wjthout cfeelin·g how vastly dm·portant 
Me .the events here pred,icted. [have a great d~l of sym'Pathy witih those w'h.o 
approach tihis Ibook dn a spiTlt of Te'Verent ,wonder, who, because of its liuibl,i-me 
and amazing sym'bols, fear to do-gmll.tize, to· assert the ultimate Stigni,ficance o.f 
these wo.ndtroos words. fl'here is no. pto·rtion o.f ISctipture, in my jud'gment, ·which 
requires, <in order to' ,its spiritual understanding, a dee.per penetratio.n, a ful:ler 
&n,d richer Ibib11cal knowledge, o.r a more reveren,t (l8.IJJtion than th:s Iboo'k of 
Revelati'on. 'I confess I ,have aom~t1me& Ibeen &ul'lprised at tihe audaci,ty, at ·the 
presumptio.n of some who. dogmatIcally declare what the ultimate import of 
thlfll wondrous prophecy is. 

On .the one hand, I tb.·ink oft is im,pOSBllble for one flo; ibel>ieve that such tre­
mendo.us hlQlpenings' as are here 'Pred-icteclt, ·CO'\J'ld take place in such a way as 
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that their occurrence sh'Ould be known only to those who diligently search the 
musty tomes. O'f 10ng,Jlo'rgotten 'hdstory. 1 cannot 'believe that the t'l'emendous 
even'tel here rportrayed could have been ful;fllled, or will yet ,be ,fulfilled, so 
o'bs'curely that their fulofLlment sihould be 'known onfy to those who are con­
versant with all the history lof the past. Read this Ibook and 'I think you will 
discO'Ver that -it speaks of a day when all heaven 'and all the earth-the 'WIhole 
creation will witneLSs the fuHilment of Godts Word., ,the vindication of His truth. 
It ds not an obs'cure event which is 'predicted: '''Be'hol1l.', he cometh with cloud,s; 
an1l. every eye shaH see him, and they also which pierced 'him; and all kin1l.reds 
o·f the earth shall waillbecause of him", The book which has that in its opening 
cha.pter wiU not find its fuldHment in a co'rner. 

1 wouId avoid the rpresumption 'WIhich 1 'have depre'cated,; ibut wdll venture 
tlllUs far, to say that whIle !I ,believe -there ,is a specia;l bleSISing promised to thos'e 
who read and hear and keep the sayings of this !book, 1 do not believe any man 
HVe8>, that any moan ever has lived, who was cOlD!Petent to declare ,what this 'book, 
in its large and ultimate import, really Signifies. ,lAke other prophecies', its prin­
cLples have a 'Present value; ,bu,t Us real- meanin'g willibe understood in the light 
of its own fulfilment. 

''Dhus f,ar, 1 s'ay, 1 will venture; and 1 ib,elieve thus ,far that wh!'ln John de-' 
dared, ''I! was in the ISpirit on the Lord's 1l.ay", he did not mean that he was in 
the spi~t of a Sun,day morning. .Ezekiel, you wiU remember, says, ''The hand 
of the Lord was upon me, and carrIed me out in the spirit of the Lord, and set 
me down .in the midst of the vaHey which was full of Ibones". The htlnd of the 
Lord was upon the prophet and carried: him through the years, through centuries 
of time, and showed 'him t'hings that must come to ,pass, in the dtlYIS that were 
yet to be. And Jioihn was in the ISpil'lit-transrported' in ·the Spi,rit or by the 
Spirit, ,into the d'ay of the Lord; tlnd' Ille saw as in a panommic view ,before 
him, the tremendous occurrences W'hi,c'h shall accomrpany that great ,day when 
Jesus Christ "shall ,come to :be glori'fied in 'his s'aints, and to !be admired in a;ll 
them th·at !be~ieve". 

I. 
1 want to ~oIIJSi-der 1ior a few minutes, di'l'st of all, for our .iustructiori this 

~vening, The Significance 01 the Sealed Book. John saw in the ,ri,ght 'hand of 
Him that sat on the th'rone a :book w.ritten wit!hin and, withou.t, sealed with seven 
seals. By some" thiis 'h'as been regarded as a Iboo,k of mystery; and its <opening 
a revelati.on. (But there -is nothing in this recol'd to show that t!he Ibook was 
read, -that its contents were immediately pl'ocLaimed,. It was ,something other 
than thtlt. 'I read ,to Y10u thIs evening a ,story fromo the Old Testament. 1 have 
a theory-you may ta'ke "it for what it -is wo,rth-I have a theory that there is no 
'type, no figure, no synuboJ" no sta.tement ot the IBible 'W'hiich d,08j! not find Us 
best and most satisfactory exrpI-anatilon ·in 'the 13ilble itseIf. One may 'be excused 

. for n,ot having a great many 'books on Ihis lilbrary shelves; Ibut when God gives 
a man His own W()rd. He giveLS Mm a Boo'k w!h-ic.ll can Intel"Pret itself under the 
guid'ance of the ISpirit of God. It ·is polSS'ilble 110'l' us to iknow what ·this Bible' 
teaC'hes'; and there must therefore Ibe something in the iB~ble to teach us the 
signi'ficance of that book held in the ihand of Hlim Wiho sat on the tm-one, and 
sealed with seven seals. 

,I read -to you the story of the rpurc'hase of a 'piece of pro.perty. Jeremiah 
W'cliS divinely ,instructe,d because he had the right to redeem a certain field: he 
was instructed, of God to Ibuy lit when 111s cousin, his uncle's son, should come 
to him, saying, "Buy thee my field that i,s in An-athoth: for the right of redemp­
tion is thine to ibuy it". An,d siC) Jeremiah bought the field'; and the eVoidence 
thereO'f, the receipt of the purchase, the evidence that the money had been 
weighed out, the -price duly pai-d, the deed executed, was written in the ibook; 
and it was 'seale'd and put in an earthen vessel, ,there to' be retained for many 
day.s. But a copy of that whole trans'action, a ·d.11Iplicate, was retained, and that 
was the o'pen boolk. The very same thing th-at 'Was in the sea;led, ,book was in 
the open ibook, so' that everyone might .read the open ~ok and know the property 
had :been ,redeemed; and in due time the purchaser could claim his inheritance. 

1 venture to ,believe that th,at is wh.at we have 'here. He Who sat upon the 
thrlone heId in His' hand a title deei, s11Ibscr:i'bed within and without. and sealed 
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with seven seals. The price had: 'been ,paid; something had lbeen purchased. 
And an angel linquired, Who is worthy, who has .the right to 'come and take ,this 
book and lift the mortgage and ~edeem the in'heritance and say, "It is mine"? 
That as the pi,cture-t'he picture of a forfeited :inihe.ritance, o.f something that 
is redeemed and yet not possessed !by the inheritor. Is oot that true of the 
whole creation? We are not yet what God 'has planned we shaLl 'be: our char­
acters attest it; our occupations a1ll.rm it; the whole world is the evidence of 
'it. Wlhat shall we say of the wodel' as 'we DlOiW see it? WiU you charge GOd 
wit'h making a wo.r·ld li'ke this? A£ you see that ,man staggering along t'he 
street, going in chains to the !prison house, a wreck of humanity with 'bleared 
eyes~will you tell me that God made that man? No! ''God, said, Let us ma:ke 
man Qn our image, after our Ukeness". !Look upon this world, albounding in S'in 
and COl'l'Uoption! Is this the world 'God mad'e? Not !by any means'! He is not 
responsilble for the sin that ,hills cu~sedJ 'it. ''The whole world lieth in wioked­
ness." The whole creation is se!parated', :by man's sin, fl10m IGod; and yet, my 
dear triends, .. the whole creation groaneth and travaileth un !pain * * * waiting­
as I quoted this morning-for the adoption, to wit, the red'emption of our 'body." 
The 'Whole creat~o-n is movin.g to one far-off div,ine event: t'here is a day in the 
tutu.re when the whole creation sh'lIIll share in the redemptQon that is in Ohrist 
Jesus. This earth wihich draDik up the /blood of -Christ, this' earth upon which 
they dId, ww,k w'ho said, "Away wUh him, orucify him"--,tJh'is earth shall yet be 
the theatre of His most wondrous works'; and we s!halllive and ,reign wdth Him 
upon the earth. The world is t~ 'be redeemed; /but 'illS yet, while we have "the 
earnest 'Of our dnheritance until the redemptIon of the !P'Il~ohased pos'session", 
the work is not completed . 

.A. dear Ibrother, wh'OID nobody would call a 'pre-millennarian,-and II never 
quarrel wit'h people Ibecause they are pre or :post, j.f they ,believe in the coming 
of the Lord,--'that is the essential thing, although iI feel a 'p,rofound sorrow in 
my heart for post-millennarians; they must be tro'Uibled every 'time they read 
the newsplilpers,---<this !br,other said to me-and he 015 a great scholar as well as 
a iProfo.und student of the Word-he s'aid, ".I have never :laid special emphasis 
on the coming of the !Lord; Ibut all the events of time, all the experiences of 
humanIty seem to Tequire that thell'e fllhallibe a day when ,t'his shali cease, when 
some great Power s,hall work a revolution." Of course, there wiLl ibe a day! 
Blessed Ibe Goo! The price ,is !paid; but as ye,t the Dev:il is "the god of this 
world", '~the prunce of the pow'er of the air". rI'hat is t'he rulin,g trinity in 
the Ufe of ,the unregenerate: the world', the fieSlh, and, the devil. The Devil ha.s 
a right-of-way in the heuts ,and lives of the majority. iBut remem,ber, the 
price has 'been paid; ,t'he d'ocument has Ibeen sealed; and oft is in the hands of 
Him Who sitteth on the throne, ,inscribed! within and without. . , 

II, 

Now then, the questiJo'll is asked, "Who is worthy to open the :book, and'to 
loose the seven seals thereof?" Where can ,anyone Ibe found with authority to 
take that ibook, Ibreak the seals. and say, "I claim t'he purchase, lfue inheritance 
for which I !paid the ,price"? It ·is sadd in the !book that the angel proclaimed 
with a loud voice, .wIth the voice of a mighty tru,mpet, so t'hat everyone in 
heaven, ,everyone on earth, e'veI"Yone under the eartJh, might 'heu 'his cha~lenge. 
''Who is worthy to o,pen. the ib!lOik, and to loose the seals: thereof?" John said, 

':Wo man dn heaven-not one; no man upon the earth.-not one; no one from 
the abyss under the earth-not one waf:! found w'ho 'had authority to break 1:I~ose 
seals. Alld he ,said, 'II wept m'uch';" I do not wonder! For then all the promises 
of the open Book, the (Bilble, 'W/ould !be in vain. "For ever, 0 !Lord, thy word is 
settled in 'heaven." , Th.ere is the Deed! Just as deeds are registered down 
there in the Registry Office behind -iron 'bars, and under legal protection so 
that no one may take them, so the certificate 'Of the !price whiC'h Jesus paad, the 
receipt, the certidicate of dis'charge, is held -in t~e hand of Him Who sitteth IOn 
·the,thron'e.-as tJhough He would not'trust it out of His own hand .. Blessed 'be 
'God! The 'hand of Omnipotence is :behind every word that is written ,in this 
·Book. There is the 'oO'pen 'Book, read it! "Jo:hn had read it. He it was who sa.id, 
'''Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 'dioith not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we 'know that, when 'he shall ap'pea.r. we shaH be li'ke 'Mm; for we shall 
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see him as 'he is". John,had lao,ked forw·ard to that ·day when Jesus WIOuld come 
again to claim the purchase of ~Hs ,blood .. But when that challenge was issued 
a'nd the ·great sifence foUowed; and there was no an-swer to -the angel's ·proola· 
mation, John s,aid, "I wept much." mOT ·there was not one to oPen the ibOQ'k, 
no one to ,fulifill the promise, no one to ·t8lke the !book and say, "This is mine, I 
~b~' . 

Let that forever ·put an end to our trust in human efforts ·OOe redeem' tihis 
old worId! You stud'ent, you professor, whoever ,you are, let it :be for ever 
understood that when this challenge was issued to an assembled universe, there 
was I1IO ·answer! iNo man dn heaven?, Moses, where art thou? He cannot do it! 
Call .vhe long Hne O>f iHustrious prophets one after another.,--there is no. one dn 
heaven ,to do it. Nor was there any ·one on earth. Call the roll of all YIOur 
philosophers, past or preseIl!t. They dreamed their drea.ms; they formulated 
their theories for a 'regenerated., for a redeemed earth; Ibut when the angel 
with the trum.pet said, <'Come fo·rth, here is ytOur <mance", no one answe.red. .A,ll 
their theories were v8Jin. All the economi'sts, all the ,po],itical philosophers, with 
theIr theories,. their varied forms of ·government, their Utopia, were silent ibefore 
the angel's ·cha]'lenge: "Now, here is your chance! Come forth, and t8lke the 
book, ibreak the seals, and go to work and redeem and·. re'generate this old earth." 
No man answered. All ,the religious leader:s had thei,r opportun,ity. E'Veryone 
-'Mohammed, Confucius" Budd'ha, and' all the rest of them. Is there IlIO one 
anywhere that can accept the challenge? No one on t!he eart'h? no one fr,om t'he 
IIIbys's ',under the earth, that dare answer? John sa'id, "I we'Pt much." !But it 
was all in vain: "We ar.e af all men most miserable." 

'Oh, Is there a man 'here to·nIght, an unconverted man, who knows t'here is 
a mlortgage .on his, Ufe, who know,s !he is in d~nger'f. W'ho ,is gOing to break the 
seal and open the 'book? Wiho is ·going to set you ,free, as a part of that great 
in'heritance? There.is n-o man in heaven, nor in the earth, nor under the earth 
who is ,alble. "And one of the elder.s sait'h unto me, Weep no.t: behlOld, .the Lion 
of t!he tribe of J.uda, the Root of 'David, h·wth prevailed to open the book, and 
to IOfO>Se the seven seals the,reClof". Look at the dual character in which our 
glorified 'Redeemer is represented. Who is He? ''The Lion of tohe tri;be of 
JucLa." He loathes a maud,tin k,ind of religion. A Christian ought to Ibe a man 
of backbone. He ,ought to ,be Uke his !Master; and klllow how to make his face 
af adamant: "The Lion of the trilbe of Juda II< * * iJlath prevailed." It r~uired 
the power olf God to accomplish redem.ption. W'hen our LO!l'd Jesus came to 
pay the ,prdce, to 'give the evi'dence and to seal it, He 'had to do ·battle with all 
hell. Wihen YIO'Il went to purchase something, you found a great crowd of people 
b'efore you-a bargain day, or perhaps an auction sale. ,Some one wanted to 
buy the things you wanted to ,buy; and ylQU had to !battle your way through to 
get a chance. And when that great ,day came when our Jeremiah came to pur· 
chase His field; Wthen He came to !pay down the 'Price of the world's redemption, 
He had to do battle with principalities, and powers, and the rulers of this world's 
darkness, and spiritual wickedness in hi,gh pJ.aces. All 'hell, under the leadershIp 
of .I;leelzebub hoimsellf, 'assem!bled to prevent the payment of that pri'ce, the 
accomplishment o,f ,our rede~tion: but the ,Lion '()If the trIbe of Juda ,prevailed 
a,nd p,aid the price! For there is thlllt element in the ,character of aur -Lord 
which man.ifested Itself in His answer to the 'Plharisees when they said unto 
Hiim, "He,rod seeks thee, Herod wIll kill thee." He replied. "Go ye, and tell 
that fox"-yoU can almost hear tJlle roar O>f the Uon, and see the fire in His 
~aj~Uc eye W'hen He S8Jid it-"Igo ye,aJ;ld tell that fu,x,-'tell him tQ do his 
worst; I challenge the :Qevil and all'his aQlgels in advance!~I hllve arrived and 
I WHl fulfill my promise, my eternal promise to my FatJher"-and He did it. 

"'r.he ,Lion of the tri'be of' JucIa, the Root of David,," BlOne of our ·bone, 
fles'h of our flesh: "For verily he took not on bim the nature of angels; !but 
he took IOn 'him the seed O>f Albraham". The Root of :David, as well as the Lion 
of the trI'be of Juda. 'So the elder s·aid; "Weep not: t:he 'Lion oIf the tribe of 
Juda, tiJle Root of Davtd, hath 'Prevailed to open the /book, and to loose the 
seven. seals the.reof". And JO,hn said, ''1 lIleheld, and" 10, in the midst of the 
throne"-not a lion, the Lion hath preva:iled, the 'Root of David hath prevailed; 
but when he looked, he beheld Him in His redeem.ing character-"in the midst 
of, tlJe throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elde,rs, ,stood a 



, .' 

J.'UJly 30, 1926 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (205) 6 

Lamb as It :had ,been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of 'GiO'd sent forth ,into all the earth"-the Lamb in the midst of 
the throne! -' 

My 'brothers and sisters, in heaven, in the glory, where the angels assemlble 
in the presence of God, they know only .one way of redemption-the way of 
the Blood. Yonder. they find no other way. The LamJb· is in the' midst of the 
throne! And it was the Lam'b that came forward. What a. tremendous s·cene! 
He came with the marks of the wounds; He took the ,book out 'OIf the hands of 
Him- that sat upon the throne, and said, "It is mine; the inheritance 1-s mine; 
the hour of redemption has Iltruck; I will .tlllke to me my great power and 
reign." Blessed ,be God, that day is cO'IDing! I would rather have the judgment' 
of heaven on this matter than. the judgment of any earthly scholar, would 
not you? Do you read' .the magazines or latest 'books to see what they SIllY 
about these things? I would rather 'be ca,rried. illy the iSpirit in the day iOIf the 
Lord .into the judgment q.f ·heaven; and the judgment of heaven is that in that 
g,reat day the "!Lamb as it had ,been siain,''' wiU ,prevail" to open the book. 
And you had 'better put your trust in the Lamlb now; you had better pout your 
trust where 'all heaven pUts its trust, and ibel1eve -in Him W,ho is "the Lamb o.f 
God" which taketh away. the sin of the world". It was by His precious lblood 
He purchased our inhe·ritance. 

But just now I called your attention to the ,fact that there were two ,boo~s, 
the sealed ;bo:oik and the Gpen Book. Th,is. Bible is the open Book; and yet 
essential to this open Book' is the sealed' ,book Who is the ·Su·bject? The 
"Lam,b as it had ,been sla.in." . 

. As I was medoitatin.g' upo·n thLs tthis afternoon, I thou·ght I saw Something 
which' 'I 'had never seen 'beforE! in this ·great story". I wonder i·f I can com· 
municate my thought to·. you? They nailed Him to the cross; they put Him 
in the grave, and He rose again; and in His· resurrection Ibody, He said to 
Thomas, "Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; reaoh hither thy 
h·and, and thrust it into my side: and :be not faithless, but ,believing". "He 
showed him:;:;elf aloive after ·.his passion by many infal1i!ble ,proofs." These were 
among the infalli'ble proofs ...... the. marks of the WlOllmds In His hands. And 
then. He took that ,body up to heaven: and He is in that 'body atm. And He 
a·ppears in the character of a slain Lamib. Listen! There on the throne is the: 
sealed 'book;· and the an·gel has C'hallenged the universe· to proVlide someone 
who Is worthy; and the LaI!li~lms.elf the open Book, Himself Ibearing in 
His ·body the -receipt of th_e 'payment of the porice, the wounded 'hands and side­
and with ,His· own wounded ,hands He took the iboo·k out ;of the hands of Him 
Who sat upon .the throne.. He cou1d not. deny Him. Think of It! The resur· 
rectum. bod.y of our Lord. Jesus, bearing stiZZ the 'stamp, the infaZZibZe proof of 
His red.eeming work, is o1+r guarantee of uZtimate red.emption. 

There He is! Deny Him, you young university . student ; say He never lived, 
He never rose; say what you will of Him, He is in t'he m'idst 'Of the throne! 
He is there to plead the merits of. His own :blood, to vindicate the trust of His 
people, to summon all the. worJd·to put their f·aith in the slain Lam'b. ("Halle­
luja:h!") 

My MoUier, He is in the mIdst' of the throne. c I d,o not ask you to put your 
trust only in One W'hom Pilate had power to crudfy: "Thou couldest have no 
power at aU against me, excePt it were given thee: ,from 8Jbqve." With pet:fect 
composure He stood in the midst !Oit His judges. Just a little while before ~.e 
said, "I lay do.wri· my life,.'that I nilght take it again". Now the risen Saviour 
iE! in the midst of the throne; and all authority and power are His to-niJg,ht. 

'. :KfraId for the future .o·f the gospel; lire You? You need not be. Afraid Ilor 
the future of His redeemed clirirch? You need not 'be. Afraid that Ohris· 
tianity has ·falren upon· eV'U tiine~? You need n·ot 15e. Red the thi-rty-second 
chapter of jereniiah, where GOd promised that in this l.and of ~esolation, '~I 
will gather them out of aU· countries • • • and·I will ,brIng them aglllin unto this 
place, and I will cause . them to ·dwell safely." ''Fields Sihall !be ·bought' ,in this· 
land, whereof ye say, It is'·desolat:~ 'witholit man or beast." '~In this very land", 
He ·said, ''1 will redeem my .people; I will vind,icate the trust ,of my people ·here 
in my own good time; I the Lord will do it". 'Soi, dear friends, the Lord Jes-us . } 
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is exalted: '"Him hath God exalted- by his right hand to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentan'ce to Israel, and fOI'giveness of sins". :r feel 
SOTrY for anyone who has the slightest d()Uo'bt about the albso}.ute soverei-gnty, 
the ultimate ·triumph of the Lord Jesus Christ. There .is not any doubt IlIbout 
it, He is in the mid'st of ,the throne. 

'Is anyone discouraged this evening? You Ibel-iever,s, ·are you d:ownhearted, 
distre1!Sed? [ask you to Uft your eyes to a risen ISavilOlUr Who "is able to do 
exceed-ing albundantly above aftl ·that we uk or th,ink". Oh, somebody will say, 
"I'have a ·great adversarY. The Devil is a r,oaring lion; 'he goes about s'eeking 
Whom he may devour. 'Everything ·is against mel' ,But the Lamb is in the 
mid.s·t of the throne. "God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name 
w'hich ·is a!bove eveIIY name." He has already come into victory. He is in tile 
mid·st of the throne. AU power is given to "the Lion of the tribe of Juda"; . 
and He wHI gIve everyone of us the victo'rY if we put our trust in Him. If 
there is an unconverted man in the mid-st of us, I beg of yOU to make peace 
with Him, the Lamb in ilie mIdst of the throne. "!My spirit shall not always 
strive with man" is still' true, notwithstanding the Christian Scientists, Rus­
sellites, and the variouS' form's of new t'heo~ogy which mlOlCk at a judgment, and 
spea;k lightly of the day of the 'Lord. .Rememiber, ibe warned, the Lamb ,is in 
the micLst of the throne; and He is coming as sure as God is true: He -is coming 
to judge the secrets of men 'by Jesus Ohrf.st, aecoming to, my gospel. The d1l.Y is 
coming when we shall 'have to reckon not with "the meek and lowly Jesus" as 
many call Him, :but with One Who win come "in fiaming fire twk.ing vengeance 
on them that kn()W not Ood, and that OIbey not the g.olSpel of our 'w'rd Jesus 
Ohrist". He will come in fiaming fl·re; He will come as a Judge, and 11.11 the 
holy angels with !Him. He is the .Lamb in the midB't of the throne; and if you 
are not af.raid of God y()U had 'better begm .flO !be afraid' of Him. One of the 
cha,racteristics o·f the wic'ked is that "there is no fear of God before their 
eyes." However ~eat our sin, the /blood o.f Jesus Christ: can wash us and make 
us whiter than snow; 'but the period 'Of ·grace will end at last, and He Who is 
now our ,Saviour wl.ll /become our Judige. ' 

The Lamb is in the midst of the throne; and He took the ibo()k. Oh, He 
took the /b()1o.k! As I read these verses I wish you would pray that God w.n~ 
help me to interpret them. They baffle me. 'I 's'hould :like to know what they 
mean. I have no language with. w'hich to, describe these tremendous events 
here ,predicted: "And when He had ta:ken ,the boo,k, the four ·beasts and four 
and twenty e1ders feU down before the ILam!b, 'having'every one of them har,ps, 
and golden vials full of od:ours" which are the ,prayers of saints". Read the 
Book, and you wiU Iflnd tha.t the haI'p is always the symool of prophecy. The 
folir and twenty elders too.k thei-r harps-all the pI'GlPhecies of the Book, every 
word that -God has spo:ken-they took '·their 'harps and golden viaJIs full of 
odours. What are they? The prayers of ·sa·ints. When He ta;kes the ~boo:k these 
angelic witnesses are read:Y to declare every 'pI"lolphecy Is a!bout to :be fulfilled; 
every ,prayer is aJbout to be answered,. The gold'en vial's full of incense-­
mothers' ,prayers, fathers' prayers, ,brothers' prayers, 'prayers of the saints from 
the day in which .A:bra'ham sp·rea,d his hands and .prayed for :Sodom, prayers 
of all Good's ,people. The prQlP'hecies IOlf IRis W()rd are 'Presented to the One Who 
has taKen the /book in His hand, as though they would say, "Fuldi;ll Thy W()rd, 
answer these prayers, vindicate the long waiting ,faith of these Thy Ipeople." 
They to()lk these th,ngs and' l:)I'Ought them tnto His presence. 'I1hen they sang 
a new song. I wish ,I cou,ld sing. I do not wonder that 'Handel ,gave to this 
p.8.SSlIige one of the most glorious parts of his great "Messiah": "Thou art 
wor.thy to take the Ibook, and to open the seals there()lf: for thou was slain, 
and hlllst redeemed us to God !by thy ·blood ()ut of every' 'kindred,' and tongue, 
and people, and nation: and hast made us unto our ·God ,kings and priests: 
and we shaH reign on the earth",--'here are the prophecies; here are the .pray­
ers. Thou art worthy t() fulfill' them for-"tJhou hast redleemed ,us to Q()d by 
thy Iblood." And then they sang. "And 'I ibeheld, and 'I heard·"-w'hat did he. 
hear? Listen! The -rodce of many angels round aIbout the throne, the voice 
ot the living ereatures, the four and twenty elders with their 'hal'lPs" the golden 
vials, and the hosts o,f worS'hippers. ISud,(l'enly there burst upon ,his ears the 
II01lnd, and he looked,: the Hving creatures were worshIpping; the four and' 



I, 
o ,. 
I 

J,u!ly 30, 1925 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (207) 7 

twenty elders had joIned, "and the number of them was ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thlo'llsand's of thousands." That was the verd.ict of heaven. 
How many? "And, tohe nUmiber o·f them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thous'ands." But look yonder in Cl"o'zer Theological Seminary, 
Oil" -is it in Rochesteil", or in the Divinity Hall lolf Chicago UnIversity?-there 
is a professor in a gown, and he says, "Young gentlemen, young gentlemen, 
the doctl'>ine of the Blood -is altoget'her out of date. It is altogethe,r DOl be repu­
diated in this advanced age. That con·ception of God' is impossible." And the 
little profe'ssor 'breathes out his infidelity. But ,let hIm talk; flail" I 'hear the 
sound 0,1l many an-gels, and the four and twenty el·ders, "and the number of 
them is"--'blessed be God!-"the numlber of them is ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousand·s ·o·f thousand.s; saying with a loud voice, W'olrthy is 
the Lamb that was sla,in to i1"eceive power, and riches, and: wisdom, and strength. 
and 'honour, and glory, and blessing." And While all heaven sIn·gs like that I 
don't care what' professors say. What do YOU say aIbout it? "Amen!" 

'So the anthem began. And then there was that antip'honal refrain led !by the 
angels, and the eld'er8, and the living creatures-tliat vast innumera'ble Ibody­
"and every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and sueh as are in the sea, and a1-1, that are in them"-at last, at last, earth 
anewering to heaven! At last earth Is singing In harm'Ony with heaven! And he 
heard bhem sing, "!BlessIng, and honour, and' glory, and power, ,be unto him 
that sitte1'h upon the throne, and unto the ·Lamb 'for ever and ever." All 
creation joining in 'one t'O :bless the name of Hoim Who sits upon the throne, and 
to adore the Lamb. Are you not glad of a salvation like that? What a privi­
lege before us·; h;()'W certain of fuIdilment ,because our -God reigns! Sh&;ll we 
not yield to Him? 

DR. GILLON'S MINISTRY IN JARVIS ST. 

Few visiting ministers have brought such rjch 'blessing to Jarvis St. as Dr. 
J. W. Gillon, of Winches·ter, Ky., who was with us for the entire month of 
July. Dr, Gillon taught the Pastor's Bible Class each Sunday morning at 
10.00; and all those who were privileged to attend the class sessions testify 
to his knowledge. of God's Word, and his use of it as the sword 'of the Spirit. 

Notwithstanding the midsummer season, the church was comforta..bly filled 
at the eleven o'clock services, and filled to capacity at seven throughout the 
month. Dr. Gillon gave marvellous expositions of the Word, which resulted 
in the edification 'of saints and the conversion of large numbers of sinners. 

Dr. Gillon's keen insight into the Word of God, and his rubility to lead 
others to the :banqueting table, were evidenced by the popularity of the Monday 
evening lectures' on the Bible School lesson. Large numbers outside the 
teaching staff of the School availed themselves of the privilege of attending 
the lectures. . 

The Thursday evening lectures in the church a.uditorium were real spiri­
tual· feasts, as were the S'horter addresses given at the Tuesday and Saturday 
evening prayer meetings. Altogether, Dr. Gillon's visit was a time o'f great 
spir.itual upUft to Jarvis St., besides ·being a time of salvation to many. We 
said last week he would preach in our pulpit 'for the last time on July 2~th,­
we meant the last time during this visit. The entire membership join ih the 
hope that iii.' the not too distant future, Dr. Gillon will 'be with us again. In 
.th~ meantime we trus.t the same rich 'blessing which attended his ministry 
here, may attend his labours in his own church in Kentucky. 

At the eleven o'clock service last Sunday, Rev. E. A. Brownlee expressed 
to Dr. Gillon the deep a'ppreciation of the people for his marvellous unfolding 
of the truth, and his untiring efforts during his visit to keep the church in 
spiritual tone. At the request of the congregation, a telegram was sent to his 
church in Winchester, Ky., telling them of the place their Pastor had' found 
in the hearts of the Jarvis Street people, and expressing our gratitude for 
their kindness in lending him to us for so long. . 



8 ();O'8) THE GOSPEL WITNESS July 30, 19.215 

, The pubHca;tion of this P!l'per a's a missionary ente""r.se is made I!!lssible by the giHs of 
members of Jarvis Street Ohurch and others, Ilnd is sent to subscnbers by nlail for $Z.()() 

. (under cost) ,per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have ~eceived blessing, 
we .. hall be graleful for 'allY thank.offering you may be a,ble to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time; MId especially for yonr prayers that the message of T'he Witness may be used by 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith. the S3,lvation of souls aud the exa'itoa.tion of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hope to add to our free ,iist, from t,me to time, 
the names oi ministers at home and missionaries abroa·d. ' 

EDITORIAl .. 
"SO DID NOT I." 

Nehemiah was a Jewish patriot whose no.ble life led his people to "glorify 
him in their tralddtions", and the record of w·hose minis;tr.y occu'pies an import­
aI!t place in the inspired chronicles of th~ doings of God's most faithful ser­
vants. He live'd in the fifth century 'before Christ; and served as cupbearer to 
the Persian king, a liIcrative and honorable position. He belonged to the Jews 
Of the dispersion; and though far from the country which he regarded as his 
own, he c.herished a passionate and profound affection for "the city of his 
fathers' sepulchres" around. which there are clustered all the holy and happy 
mem9ries 01. his race, and which once had been "beautiful for situation, t.he 
joy of the whole earth". Notwithstanding his favoured position at the Persian 
court, alth'O:u~h it was not Ms w,ont to be sad "in the ,king's 'Presence", doubt­
less "by the rivers QIf Ba.bylon", and by the sobbing waters of many a Persian 
stream he had sat down, and had wept when he remembered Zion, while he 
hanged his harp upon the willows in the midst thereof. Though the king had 
delighted in him, and the lines had fallen unto him in pleasanter places than 
to many of his kinsmen, even while he delivered the cup into .the king's hand, 
his hea,rt had ,been saying, "If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand 
forget'lier cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy." 

And whim .there reached him "in Shushan the palace" ,the news of the 
desolllte conditiion of tihe holy city, he could find I),ear,t for not-Mng !but to 
mourn, and fast, and pray before the God of heaven. What made him so unsel-, 
fishly considerate of others' welfare in the midst of such a,bounding comfort? 
If we were living in the luxury of a palace, could we mourn -for a distant, city' 
lying waste? 

In due time he was appointed by the king's favour to be governor of Jeru-' 
salem, and by royal wailrant journeyed to the desolate city to rebulld its walls, 
and restore it, if possi'ble, to its original strength and grandeur. 

We need not relate the full story of that period of restoration. It will be 
enough to remark that Nehemiah found that many of the Jews, whom he had 
come to redeem were poss'essed with the spirit of self·aggrandizement. Many 
of the Jews traded upon the helplessness of their 'fellow-countrymen, and by 
their usurious practices had possessed thems'elves of the lands and vineyards 
of: the p'qor. Nehemiah found alll'O that the former governors had taken advan· 
tage .o'f their positions to enrich themselves at the, people's expense. In short, 
he found that. a system of what, in these modern, days, is called! "graft,", 
everywhere obtained. And then in sharp contrast to the prevailing practices 
around him, he says, "But' so did not I, ,because of the fear of God." 

We are not governors as Nehemiah was, but every true man must have his 
spirit in some degree, or fail in the accomplishment of his life's mission. 

I. 
We begin, therefore, by saying that independence is an element whic~ is 

absolute1y essential to the development of Christian charaoter. The past, the 
present, and the future, made demands upon Nehemiah., The record of the 
former governors was 'before him for him to copy. The example of the rulers, 

,.1 

~ 



Jiu'ly 30" 19'25 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (209) 9 

and the nobles, and the high pJ:'iest, as well as of the army of parasitic. usurers 
who 'flllttened on the people, could have ,been made to justify even an extremely 
selfish management of the affairs of Jerusalem. Every kind of' selfish and 
sordid influence played upon his life; but Nehemiah stood against it all and 
said, "So did not I." 

No man can be truly strong who is not truly independent. To follow the 
fashion in anything because it is the fashion is an infallible evidence of moral 
weakness. To wear the same kind of clothes, and affect the same manners, to 
be amused. by the same things, to use the same slang, polite or otherwise, to 
i"fJad the ·same books, adopt the same theories, practise the same selfishness­
to do all these things for the simple oQnd only reason that other people are 

. dOing them, is to be a mimic instead of a man, a pU'ppet on the stage instead 
of a prince upon the field of b~ttle. He or she gives evidence of moral flbre 
who can say like Nehemiah, "So did not I", providing that as he, they can 
give a sufficient reason for not doing so. 
. We must learn to 'be independent of precedent if we would be strong. It 
is not difficult to bind' ourselves to the folly and wickedness of the past. We 
need never seek far to find a precedent for serving. the Devil. Eve did wrong 
because the serpen-t be'guiled her, and Adam sinned because he had not learned 
to be independent of tIie precedent his wife had established. We can find what 
we want in history, ahd justify any iniquity by a r.eference to the past. 
. We must learn iri:dependeilCe in this respect, in individual acti~n' w~th 
regard to all the relationships of life. Other parents have been, careless, and, 
other cbild.ren 'lIave been disdbedieilt; employers have'. ,been unjust, and eI!l­
ployees have 'been unfltithful;. husbands' have been inconsiderate, and wfYes 
have (}Jeen imtpatient; merchan~s have been dishonest, and customers have ·been 
unfair:-so we may survey the whole field of .individual conduct and the whole 
category of moral obligations, and find ·in every direction some precedent for 
wrong-doing. Only as we learn, with the stained pages of history before us, 
to say, "So do not I", will we be strong, and worthy of the Christian name we 
bear. 

So, too, we must be independent of precedent in our collective Christian 
. capacity as churches. Infant baptism and the trail of evils which 'has followed 
in. its wake-unregenerate church membership, and consequent further corrqp~ 
tlons in doctrine and practice, have all resulted from the common slavish 
adherence to traditional practices. There are to-day churches who change 
their doctrines and doings about as often as their female members change 
their miIlinery,-and for a similar reason. But no church or individual Chris­
tilln can be strong without a measure of independence. Are we to try to make 
over our Bibles because other·s are doing so? Are we to 'displace the Cl"08S 
because some other Utopian fancy is for the !hour ·popular? The in·ddvidual 
Christian and the Christian church must stand against all such infiuences and 
say, "So do not I", or she must lose her rock-like character, and miserably fail 
in her mission. 

The same principle applies to national affairs. There are examples of wise 
an,d !beneflcent legisla.ti'on which we shall do well to copy as a nation; 'but wt:! 
sllall be wise "if we refuse to be bound to the legislative follies of the' past. 
When w.e think of these things in this new and undeveloped country of sucl!­
limitless resources Qf material wealth 'and moral"opportunities, such mea~p.re­
less material and moral potentialities, we thank God we are alive, and pray 
that He may ,give us all 'grace to play the man ·for the country as ~e find' it .. 
and for the future as we may make it. But we. need for the making of this 
nation men of independence who will stand apart from the slaves of precedent 
to say, "So do not I". Only as we have such men shall we be able to rear a 
better and more enduring national structure than has been built; only by their 
llllbours shall we be able to say concerning the mistakes' of other countries, 
"So do not I". 

We must be independent also of the influence of the present self-seeking 
generation, Nehemiah was surrounded by men who were living only to get. 
How natural it would have been 'for him to make his position as governor pro­
fitable in material wealth to himself! And yet he did not. How utterly un chris-
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tian is the common view of life, that the highest amlbition a man can have is 
to get what he can out of it! That is the ideal to which the majority of lives 
are conformed. It is not only the rich who sin in this way.' We will find it in 
every walk of life, among all ranks and conditions of men, that the main­
spring of every action, the motive of the whole life is expressed in the question 
of Iscariot of the men to whom he sold his soul, "What will ye give me?" 

. Nehemiah saw it in his day, but said, "So did not I." 
He ·saw men living for self on every hand, Jiving to get and to keep, with 

no thoug1llt of others; never doin'g a generous thiing; never doing a k1in,dness 
unasked; or rendering service without hope of earthly reward. But he dared 
to disregard them all and do the opposite. That is ever characteristic 'of the 
true Christian. He is unlike other people: he is "singular", "peculiar", "strange" 
-anything we like, so long as it means that there is a spirit of otherworldli­
ness about him. We may tell him of the doings of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil; and he will answer, "So do not I." 

One more outstanding characteristic of this remarkable man must be 
observed. He was inde'pendent Clf the judgment of the men of his day. He 
was willing to a·bide the justification of the future, And that has been charac­
teristic of every man who has served his day and generation, that he has ibeen 
independent of his day and generaUo.n. ,That was especially nO'!jiceaJble in 'P1W,1, 
He said to the Corinthians, "With me it is a very small thing that I should be 
judged of you, or of man's' judgment"; "The fear of man bringeth a snare." 
We must become superior to it or we shall 'be defeated. If we walk down the 
street as though every window were occupied by people intent on observing 
and remarking about us, we shall never 'be happy or holy. Ilf we are going to 
confer with fiesh and 'blood on every moral question, we shall never become 
Christ-like. Let men think as they will, we must be controlled by a higher 
power than human opinions or powers. To all who would lead from the doin.g 
of right, let its make answer. "So do 'not I." 

II. 

But all that we have said needs some qualIfication. 'Vhat some men call 
independence' is nothing short of sheer madness. To ·break loose from the past, 
to ignore the present, to disregard the example aT!d judgment of men-this is 
what we advised. We hope our readers will mentally challenge every state­
ment. For as it stands it would be identical with the philosophy of fools. 
Every 'boy to whom his mother says "Don't", dreams of independence; every 
thief 'and aduLterer and murderer glories in ibis independence, and declares he 
is free to do as he li'kes. 'Mr. Don't-care th,inks he is a brave man, for he is 
independent of every,body; but Mr. Don't-care belongs by decree of God's moral 
government to a place of confinement for the criminally insane. 

. Our second o'bservation is, that such independence as ministers to the 
development of moral character can only result from the ·fear of God: "So did 
not I, because of the fear of God," A derelict upon the high seas might boast 
of its independence. It is 'bound for no port; it is regulated by no chart; it·is 
steered by no helm; and commanded and controlled by no captain. It is per­
fectly free to loiter along the ocean highways, and journey whither it will_ 
That is the kind of independence some men covet, the kind of Uberty they 
sigh .for. But the derelict. so far from being independent, is the sport 'of every 
wind that blows, the plaything of the storm, the prey of every rocky coast, a 
menace to itself and other ships-the curse of every lawful mariner and of 
every well..ordered vessel on the sea. 

So then the singularity for which we plead, and which the Bible commends, 
is rooted in the fear of God. There is a sense in which this planet is inde­
pendent of all human influences. We may legislate to put the clock forward 
an hour; but we cannot change the opening and close of day. The open spaces 
'may be inhabited, and cities of a million population !be multiplied; great armies 
may' marcih to and .fro. and empires may ibe ·created, one ,generation may go to 
the grave and another succeed· it,-ll>ui 'Whatever C'hanges tlllke place., though t'he 
population of this planet could ,be transferred in a single moment ~o a given 
place, it could not be overbalanced, it would pursue its course unhindered and 
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without departing from its orbit by a hand-!breadth. Were we to apostrophize 
the eartp., and ask, How is it when changes take place in thy .surface, and 
nations join in shock of ibattle, and empires fall, that thou art independent of 
it all?" It would reply, "I see the changes all about, the men that are not twice 

. the same, the nations dying with the, years~but so do not I because of the 
attractipn of the sun." In other words, it is independent of lesser things because 
dependent on the greater; it dO!;ls not yield to the attraction of other 'bodies 
because of the superior attraction of the sun. . 

Or, suppose the ocean derelict were to meet the splendid, Majestic, for 
instance, and say, "How do you sail so straight a course from port to port? I 
am driven before the wind and tossed to and fro like a cork on the waves, and 
no one can certainly predict where I shall be on the morrow?" The liner 
would reply. "So do not I, because of the power of my engines, and the will of 
my captain expressed through the helm." That helpless derelict, once so prou,d 
of its liberty, is driven by some pitiless Euroclydon upon a rock-bound coast; 
and in its fatal flight toward the cruel rocks, it passes another vessel which 
bids defiance to the winds and waves, and as it passes cries, "I am driven to 
destruction on the rocks. Why have the winds and waves no power over you?" 
And the other ship replies, "So am no I, because of the strength of my cable, 
and because my anchor holds." 

~ome human souls are tossed aimlessly about upon the sea of life; and 
others are driven by the winds of temptation to their own destruction; but the 
man of :raith exclaims, "So am not I, because of the fear of the Lord." That 
trust in' God, that reliance upon the promise, that consciousness of the divin~ 
favour and Presence, which distinguish the true Christian,-in a word, the 
hope set ,before us .in the gospel-this "hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both surl! and stedfast and which entereth into that within the veil." 

It is the Christian's dependence upon God which makes him independent of 
others, his fear of God which makes him fearless of every foe. 

That fear of God, which, translated into New Testament speech, is faith 
in Christ, is the only foundation upon which the holy temple of a godly char­
acter may :be reared; that Is the only anchor which will hold in the storm; that 
is the onlY power which can take a man through this world of sin with clean 
garments and enable him to say at last, ",So did not I, because of the fear of 

, God, because of the faith of Christ." 
Nothing else will hold us to our course in our search for truth. Columbus 

had never discovered the New World if he had 'been without compass or star 
to guide him. And he who is driven about with every wind of doctrine will 
never touch the golden shores of the continent of truth. To cut loose from all 
the old moorings, and sail without compass, chart, or captain, is not independ-' 
ence: it 'is sheer madness. S,purgeon once said, 'jEver since ,I have known 
Christ, I have put Christ in the centre as my Sun, and, each secular science 
revolves around it as a planet; while the minor sciences are satelUtes to their 
planets." When we know Him we ha,ve the key of knowledge; in Him are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. While others look elsewhere for 
light and truth, be it ours to say, "So do not I, because of the fear of God." 

Let that impel us to a constant service. We ought not to depend upon 
others. They may neither pray, nor work. The church may disappoint us, and 
our minister fail to exercise a helpful ministry.; but while others turn _back for 
these and kindred reasons, let it be the rule of our lives to set the Lord 'before 
lIS; and beea'use He is at our right hand, we shall not be moved: 

.' "When on my day of life the night is falUng, 
And in the winds from un sunned spaces l!lown 

I hear far voices out of darkness calling 
My feet to paths unknown," 

when others shiver in the night wind and fear to go our into the dark, it sball 
be ours to catch the light of the eternal city; and as men enquire, "Others are 
atraid'of Death, are you?" we shall answer, "So am not I, because of the faith 
of Christ." 
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THE WORKING GOD. 

"For from of old men have not heard, neither perceived by the ear, neither' 
bath- the eye seen, a God 'beside thee, which worketh for him that waiteth for 
him"; "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
.of man the thiin·gs whieh God hath pre·pared for them that love him. .But God 
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit." ' 

We put these two Scriptures together, one from the Old Testament and 
one from the New; the'one from the New being a quotation and a free trans­
lation of the one froD;!. the Old, because these verses tell us something about 
God. It is our hope and prayer that by a clearer knowledge of that aspect of the. 
divine character herein revealed we may find that readjustment of our spirits 
to God, and to our fellows, and to our circumstances. which this particular day 
requires. "Give us this day, 0 Lord, our daily bread." . 

I. 
We would 'begin iby saying, that a saving kno'wledge of God is never 

obtaina.ble through natural channels. We are not gOing to indulge in a theolo­
gical discussion. Few people are interested! in analyses of the cnaracters o~ 
forgotten figures of antiquity; but who is not concerned in understanding the 
place and influence of vital, vigorous, and victorious personalities? The study 
of Goil is not to be classed with the study of dead languages, and" obsolete 
sciences, and prehistoric remains: God must ,be studied as the ubiquitous, 
unescapable, penetrating, pervasive, sovereign Personality, upon Whose will the 
weal of the world depends. . 

When human affairs are more than ordinarily complicated, and when esta'b-' 
Ushed order seems in so many directions to be giving place to chaos, no true 
Christian can fail to ask where God is, and what relation these things bear to 
His purposes. It was of some unusually distressing situation the· inspiration of 
this .Scripture was born. "Oh that thou wouldest rend "the heavens, that thou 
would est come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, as 
when the melting fire 'burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make. thy 
name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence! 
When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou call1est dow'n, the 
mountains ·flowed down at thy presence. For since the beginning of the world 
men have not heard, nor perceived. by the ear, 'neither ha.th the eye seen, 0, Gejd, 
beside.thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him." Is it· not ·a 
prayer that God would show His hand in the affairs of men? It was a day of 
religious indifference: "There is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirretb. 
up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hallt 
consumed us, because of our iniquities." I 

The prophet declares there is no means of discovering for ourselves and. bY 
ourselves what God will do in such circumstances. Even history is not a sure 
guide: "When thou didst terrible things which we looked not for." His name 
has ever been called "Wonderful". Men were never able to anticipate the 
works of the Lord. Providence is a series of perpetual surprises. In the past­
in individual, and national, and world affairs, He has ever .been doing things 
that men "looked not for". And our Scripture tells us that the accumulated 
revelatory testimony of history 'affords no adequate knowledge of what God 
may do to-morrow: "For since the beginning of the world ~en hav.e. not 
heardl!, or as in the New Testament, "Ear hath not heard the things whicl!- God, 
hath prepared for them that love him." 

We say that tbris is an unprecedented day~there never w.as a' day like it. 
Our Scripture replies that from the beginning of the world.men have never eve~. 
heard of a God like ours Who is always doing things which men looked not' 
for. History has not exhausted the possibilities of Providence or the wonders 
of Grace! I 

Nor are we made wiser in spiritual knowledge 'by direct observation: 
"Neither hath the eye seen". When we read the historical records of the Bible. 
and see God irresisUbly, majestically, gloriously, inarching through affairs of. 
men to victory, we wonder that the human contemporaries of those events. 
with the advantage of personal observation, failed to see God. But we would 
have been no wiser: "Eye hath not seen." Neither then nor now, was it, or' 
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Is it, possible to see with the eye "the wonderful works of God". We recall 
the lesson of the, one hundred and seventh psalm, "0 give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he Is ,good: for 'his mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of 
the Lord say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy". T,he 
psalmist proceeds,to describe the gracious providences by which, men are 
brought nigh to God. Four times in the course of the psalm he exclaims, "Oh 
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for I:).is wonderful works 
to the children of' men!" But how are men to understand "I:).is wonderful 
works"'! The last verse o,f the psalm t.ells us: "Whoso Is wise, and will observe 
these things, even shall they understand the lovingkindness of the Lord." But 
mere observation, without that wisdom which cometh from' above, will never 
enable us to "understand the lovingkindness of the Lord". "Eye hath not 
seen. neither hath e'ar heard." 

Nor is this necessary knowledge of God born of our religious consciousness: 
"~or 'perceived by the ear", says Isaiah. That is, there is nothing within us 
which, without divine aid, can lay hold of that which the eye sees and the ear 
hears, and translate it into a true conception of God, or into an understandinK 
of His acts. Paul sa,ys, "Neither have entered into the h~art of man the things 
which God hath 'lJrepared." 

A true spiritual understanding of God and His ways is never instinctive to 
our natural powers; it does' not belong to our own moral or religious conscious· 
ness; it is not to be learned from observation; or from history. There is nothing 
in the natural realm iby Wihich such knowledge can' come to us. Therefore we 
shall be wise to distrust our own reason and mora!" judgment as guides in these 
tremendously important and inscrutable days which are pregnant with such 
far-reaching issues. When the profoun"dest student of history has given us his 
reading of the events of our time; when the most keenly observant philosopher 
has projected his reasoned judgment into the ' future and prophesies what shall 
be on the morrow; when the poet, with an instinct that is truer than reason, 
has sung of the manifold but hidden glories which await the awakening and 
unfolding of the spring-time of the race; when the wisest statesmanship has 
instructed us in such, duties as consist with their be&t efforts to make this a 
better world,-the Christian must remember that even all these,' in their collec­
tive wisdom, have not exhausted the significan~e of this unexampled hour! 
"As it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit"; "For from of old men have 
not heard, neither perceived by the ear, neither hath ,the eye seen, a God 
beside thee, which worketh for him that waiteth for him." 

"Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan His wor:ks dn vain; 

God is His own interpreter 
And He will make it plain." 

II. 

, God may !be known as He Is only by divine revelation. "But God hath 
revealed them unto us by his Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep'things of God.'; 

The importance of recognizing this principle will appear from the conse­
quences attendi~g it,s neglect. 'we are disPos'ild to rely too much upon human 
understanding. We have nothing to say against the, efforts of statesmanship 
to make the world .. safe for democracy-though we are not yet prepared to 
worship Demos. We are ready to support any and every reform that can be 
shown to minister to the moral welfare of' the race. But there is over and 
above all this, "the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hIdden wisdom, 
which God ordained before the world unto our glory." And to fail to view 
the events of our time in'that light is to ~Isinterpret lIfe altogether: "Which 
none of the princes of this' world knew: for had they known it they would not 
have crucIfied the Lord. of glory." Whenev,er we substitute hU)Dan reason for 
dIvine revelation we incur the risk of faiUng to recognize the principles and 
person of the Lord of glory in onr on-going of human affairs. 
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But how does God reveal these things to us by His Spirit? Are we to 
expect special'personal revelations? Paul says, "God hath revealed them unto 
us by his spirit." It simply means that God's programme for the individual 
and the race exceeds all human power to conceive. But that "the deep things of 
Grid" are wrapped up in the promises and prophecies and principles and pre­
cepts of Scripture, and all summed up in the revelation God has given us ot 
His Son. It is undoubtedly true that the deeply taught child of faith, who 
views a troubled world in the light of this divine revelation, will have a truer 
knowledge of -~he Significance of the events -of the day, than the wisest of men 
who have no interPretative faculty other than the powers of the natural mall. 

"Calm and blest is our composure, 
When the secret is possessed, 

That our God, in full disclosure 
Hath to us His heart expressed: 

Thou, 0 Saviour, 
Hast ·been given to give us rest. 

"Space and time, 0 Lord, that show Thee 
Oft in power veiling good, 

Are too vast for us to know Thee 
As our trembling spirits would; 

But in Jesus, 
Fath~r, Thou art understood!" 

III. 
W1h.at is the s-um of ,that revelation which -is giv·en for the cl-oudy and dark 

day? That exceedi.ng our fondeet 'imagindngs, God w-orlreth tor them that wait 
tor Him. 

Ours ·is a. w-ork.dng God. Unlike the gods CJIf the 'heathen, ours Is a God 
Who w-orks !for His people. Tha.t is the revelation o.f God in Christ: "'My 
Father worketh bitherto and I wOl'k." lAmid a'll ,the confuSion, and the black­
ness of dal"kness w!b.ich human powers can n~Jbher ipenetrate n1lr dispel, God 
says He is busy. He is working always. His firs,t demandis have not been 
complied with, 'but God dol.'!s not gO" on strike. He is a wor-king God! 

"When He fulds the ·clouds wbout Him, 
'Firm within lit stands His throne; 

Wherefore should His children doubt mm, 
ThO'se to !Whom His love 4s kn-own? 

;God is with us, 
We are never left alone." 

God w1ll'ks for him that waits .for Him. We 'beg our readers to receive "'hat 
profoundly simple truth. That from the 'beginning of the world men have never 
heard w'ith the ear, nor seen with the eye, nor hath it entered iin.t:o their Ihear.ta, 
that there could be such a: God as ours Who "worketh for him that waiteth 
for him." _ 

[t surely means that He does 'for .us Wlhat we cannot do _llar O'urselves. We 
are glad ,to Ikn'OlW that 'God works :for us. We know we need much d9ing ·f01'- us 
which we cannot dO', and kn-ow of n(} one else who could do 'it for us. Just 
what needs doing, we ICRnnot tell. ,We have no li-ght of -our own 'by which to 
work.. And in 1Jhese days we can sing wdth a new and .profounder meaning 
than we ever did before: 

"Lead, 'k'indly lIght, amid the encircling gloom, 
Lead Thou me on; 

The niglht ds dark, and I am 'f-ar from home; 
Lead Thou me OIi. 

Keeip 'lTh.ou my feet: I do not ask to see 
The ·distant scene; one steip enough for me." 

!Bu,t our God w.oTlks for th-oBe who wait for ·Hllm. That means -th-ose whO' 
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d'6 not ·ignore 'Him, nor go ibefore Him, nor go wit-hout Him, nor go .contrary 
to Him,-lbut 'Who wait !fur·Him. . 

Sometimes we <)8.n 'do no&th:ing but wait for -Hlim. Wh·at else could Israel 
do a.t the sea but W8lI.t lfur God to wol"k? lOr D-aniel among the IIons? Or Mary 
and ·Martha? lOr Paul on shi·plboard in the mids.t ,of the storm? 'But wa.iting is 
not idleness. When we wait for a doctor we are not idle. ,Every faculty is !in 
fullest exercise. We summon all our powers to waU, WaIting for God involves 
an'dntelUgent faibh, and an unwavering confidence: "My soul waiteth for the 
Lord, more than they that watch for the morning, I say more than they that 
watCh for the morning." 'rulat implies moz:e than a longing for }1'gmt, and 
warmth" and beauty. and enlargement; -it im,plies ,certa'inty (}f the coming of 
the mornin·g. IFor those w·h'O are as sure of His coming as bhe coming of the 
sun-God is wol'lk!ing while they wa.tch /for Him. 

The way to wa.it for God is to rejoll.·ce, and wOl'lk l'Iighteousness, and to 
remem'ber mm tn. our ways. AlI such He wiIl meet, and 'W'hile they may not 
understand the larger issues, in tJhe ·very act of woI'k:in'g righteousness .t!hey 'shaH 
discover that they are working with Him Who is working for them: "And we 
kll:oW that all ,things work together for 'good, to them that love God, to them 
who are .the 'called, accorddng to' Ms :purpose. For whom he did ·fore-know, he 
also ddd predestinate to ibe conformed to the -image of his Son, thaJt 'he mi'ght ibe 
the firstborn ·among many brethren. !Moreover whom 'he dId predestinate, 
them iIle also called: and whom he called, them he also justified!: and whom ,he 
justified, them he also glorified. 'W-ha.~ shall we say to ,these things? If God 
!be for us, Wlho can be against us? He that spared not Ms own .Son, but 
delivered him u·p for us 'all, how shall he not with hIm also :freely give us aliI 
things·? Who ·stb.all lay any ,thing to tJhe charge OIf God's ele·ct? It is God that 
ju9tJi.fieth. Wlho is he ·that condemneth? It ,is Oh'rlst that died, yea rather, that 
is risen 'again, Wlho is even at the right hand (}f God, who also nia:keth !inter­
cession !for us. Wlh.o shall separate US from the love of .christ? shall tnbula­
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famIne, or nakedness, or peri'I, or sword? 
As It is wr.itten, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted 
as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all 'these things we are more ,than con­
querors through him that loved us. For I am ·persuaded th·at nei.i1her death, 
nor life, nor 'angels, nor principalities, nor ,powers. nor things present, nor 
th.ings to come, nor 'height, ll:OI" depth, nor any other creature, shall Ibe IIIble .to 
separate us from the love of God, which ·i·s in Christ Jeaus ollr Lord." 

I 

~bt l1arb{l( ~tttet EbOlt JllifJlt "unbap S>cbool JLel(l(on ~OUrl(t 
Lesson LX!IX. . August !H1h, 1~a6. 

REMEMBERING OUR CREATOR.-Ecclesiastes, chapter 12. 

In this chapter the wise man lifts our thought to One Who is above the sun . 

.I. We Are to Remember God as the Creator of All Things. 
1. The wise man's survey of life's yan·ity Ufts ih,!s thought to God: 

"Change and decay in all arouild I see; 
o Thou Who changest not,. a.:bid.?, :with me.'.' 

2. His creatorship gives Him a proprietary right to all We have and are. 3. We 
are admonished to remember Him in the days of youth. 
II. Sundry Reasons Why We Should Remember God in Youth. 
. 11. The capacity for ipleasure dliminishes wIth .the years: '"While mte evd-l 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them." 2. The objective world is fuller of glory while youth abides 
(v. 2). 3. The human elements which decline with the years are here enumer­
ated: (1) "The keepers of the house shall tremble." The old man becomes 
'shaky on his legs. We should give God, no~ our trembling age Ibut our youth's 
.1leetness of foot. (2) "The strong men shall 'bow themselves." That is, the 
back and the shoulders lose their youthful .vlgour, and cannot carry heavy 
burdens as of yore. (3) "The grinders cease ·because they are few." It is a 
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picture of toothless old age. (4) Eye·sight fails: "Those that look out of the 
'windows be darkened." (5) Speech declines: "The doors shall be shut in the 
streets. when the sound of the grinding is low." (6) Sleeplessness is also a 
characteristic of age: "He shall rise up at the voice of the bird." The old man 
wakes early in the morning. (7) Deafness invariably -follows: "Arid all tlui 
d'aug!hters of musick shall be 'brought low." FollO'Wing upon ,this there is a 
fear of high things, the fear to venture. Grey hairs are here and there upon 
him: "The almond tree shall flourish." General feebleness becomes charac­
teristic of the eventide: "The grasshopper shall be a burden." There is list­
lessness and a want of ambition: "Desire shall fan .... -and all because man is 
about to go to his long home. "Or ever the silver cord be loosed. or the golden 
bowl "be broken. or the pitcher ,be broken at the fountain. or the wheel broken 
at the cistern"-ere this take place. and the dust "return to the earth as it was: 
and the spirit shall return uuto God who gave it". we are admonished to remem­
ber our Creator in the days of our youth. 4. the concluding argument (vs. 13 
and 14) is. to "fear God and keep His commandments: for .this is the whole 
duty of man." 

THE DENOMINATIONAL PRESS ON THE NORTHERN CONVENTION. 

In the Gospel Witness of next week the Editor will review the editorials 
of some of the denominational papers on events which took place at the annual 
meeting of the Northern Baptist Convention. Letters which have reached The 
Gospel Witness oIDce tell us that. reading The Witness report of proceedings 
there and the reports in some other papers. one would never conclude the same 
meetings were under review. En route from Los Angeles with the ther.mometer 
registering one hundredl and twelve. the Editor wires The Witness promising 
an interesting and instructive article for next week. 

THE PASTOR AT HOME. 

Dr. Shields. who has been absent for seven weeks on a lecture tour in 
the Canadian West and among the Western States. w111 occupy his own pulpit 
on Sunday. August 2nd. Dr. Shields will teach his Bible Class at ten o·clock. 
preach at eleven and six-thirty in the church. and at eight-thirty in the open air. 

MONTHLY COMMUNION SERVICE. 

The reg~lar monthly Communion Service will be held at the close of the 
"evening service Sunday. Aug. 2nd. Owing to the large crowds attending the 
open air services at eight-thirty. (it was estimated' that more than 1'.500 were 
present last Sunday night). it has been thought wise to begin the regular 
service at six-thirty. to allow time for baptism. Communion. and the reception 
of new members. All the members of the church who can possibly do so. are 
urged to attend the Communion Service at eight o'clock, following which the 
Pastor will preach in the open air at the rear of the church. 

LAST SUNDAY. 

On Sunday last the attendance at the Bible School was up forty-two. there 
being eight hundred and seventy-six present. The auditorium was comfort­
ably fllled for the eleven o'clock s'e:rvice. and packed at ,seven o·clock. Several 
responded to the invitation at the close of the evening service: At eight-thirty 
Dr. "Gillon delivered the last of a series of three sermons on The Prodigal 
Son. "The Father's attJitude toward tJhe Prodigal." At least fifteen hundred 
people were in attendance at the open air service, and the presence and power 
of God were manifest. " 


