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"A!Il scr.;.pture is given ,by inspira.tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for cor,recHon, for instruction in righteiousness."-ll Timothy 3: 16. 

"Which things aliso we speak, not' in ~he words wbiclJ man' 5 w>sdom teachetlh, 
,but which the Holy Ghost tea.cheth; com!paring spir'1tua'l things mth spiritual."
I Corinthians 2: 13. 

"Woo by him clio believe in God, that raised 'him uN from the dead and gave 
him glory; that your faivh and hope might be in God. -I Peter 1: 21. 

"And God Spake all these words."-Exodus 20: 1. 

T
HIS sulbject is the one discussed -by me at the 'Convention of the Baptist 
Bible Union of North America at its session held in Memphis, Tenn., May 
last, at which Convention it was requested that the message be printed and 

circulated. 
There are, as all ,know, two 'general theories with ,referen,ce to the 

inspiration of the Scriptures. 
F-irst, that the thought of the Bible, and thought only, is a matter of inspir

ation. Those who hold to this view say that the, BIble contains the word of 
God. But they hold also that it contaiIj.s much that is not the word of God .. 

Secondly: There are those who hold that the Bible, or what we call the 
Scriptures, is tille Word ,of God,. All such hold 1::b.e view that the Bible ihas ibeen 
inspired as to words as ,well as thought; that it ds without error, iiJ..famble" 
perfect. They ,hold to what is known as "plenary inspiration." To 'all 'liuch, 
the Bi,ble .Is inspired in its entirety; to such, ,the Bible ds a perfect guide for 
a;J.l Teligious faith anq practice. 

Wihat I shall 'say at this ho.ur will !be a !positive declairation of ,faith as to 
inspiration. I shall present w3J.at I say in the form of reasons as follows: 

I 'BELIEVE THE BIBLE IS INSPIRED IN THOUGHT 

F-irst, !beca.use of Its announced thoughts 1lJbout Gild. It presents· a pictu're 
of a God perfect in charlj.cter, in knowledge, in wisdiom, dn attitu,de, in affection, 
in justice, in power, in ,pUl'lPose, and! in ih~liness. Il'he ,God of the BlJble ds the 
only :God of all the religions ;known to 'Dl~n Who -is' presented .in such light. All 
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other gods are ,the Pl'Iooucts of mere men. It took a ;real and ,true God to con
ceive such a Being as the Bible represents God to be. When this God was 
made known to the ·writers of the Bi'ble ,it 'Was 'done :by illSlpirati<in. rr.hat no 
man or group of men con-ceived or created the God IOf the iBilble is conclusively 
proven by the &Ot .that men who have .the open iBilble do not understand the God 
of the Bi·ble. 1f men do not understand Go.d !With the Bible to guide them, how 
could they create Him? 

·Secondly, I ibe:lieve the 'Bi:ble to Ibe inspired, as' to thought beca.use of its 
announ-ced thO'llg1hts l81bout m!1n. [t does not fiatter men. [t says all the good 
that can ·be truth'fully said; and then depicts man in all ibis imperfections. 
Think of man saying about man: "How much more abominable and filthy is 
moan, which drIlliketh· iniquity like water"; ''Thou lovest evil more than good; 
and lyoing ;rather than to speak ;rioghteousness"; "Who rejoi-ce to do evil, and 
delight an the frowardness of ,the wicked·"; "Thus saith the Lord: unto this 
peOlPle, th1l8 they have ·loved to wander. they ibave not -re·frained their feet, 
therefore the Lord doth not accept them; he will now remember their iniqUity 
and visit their sins"; '~But your iniquities have separa.ted !between you and your 
God, and YIO'W' sins have bid ibIs llace ,from yO'll, ,that he ·wHoI not ihea;r YO'll"; 
"And: there as none that calleth upon ·thy name, that stirreth himself to take 
hold of thee: for thou hast hid· ,thy face !from 'lls, and !hast consumed: us beca1l8e 
of our iniquities"; ".And God saw that the ·wI·ckedness of ml8ll was great in ,the 
earth, and that eve;ry imagination of the ·thoughts IOf his heart was only evil 
continually"; "If they sin against thee, (for there is none that sinneth not) and 
thou ibe angry wdth them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry 
them ruway C8!ptive fllnto the land of ,the enemy"; "They are aU gone aside,' they 
are all together ibecome fiI-thy: there is none that doeth· glOod, no, not one"; 
"Everyone of them is gone back: they are altogether \become filthy; there is 
none that ·doeth good, no, not one"; "Who can say, I have made my heart clean, 
I am !PUTe fl'lom my sin?"; "For the;re ·is not a just man upon the earth, that 
doeth· good, and sinneth not"; ":AN we Uke sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned everyone to his own way"; "But we are aU as an un·clean thing, and 
all our ·righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade ·as a -leaf; and 
our in·iqu.fties. li!ke the wdnd have tlllken us away"; "The good man is perished 
out of the earth: and there is none ,upright among men: they all lie in wait 
for Iblood; they 'hunt every man ibis Ibrothe;r wIth a net .. ' 

Man never said these t'hings about man. It is not in man thus to talk 
a'bout man except when he is moved to such thought 'by the Holy ISpirit of God. 
Man delights to exaLt man. He Ipouts man 'On the throne. He is bent on giving 
him credIt for the works of God. With God.'s -Book open Ibefore him, ibe denies 
all these things said albout man's sin1lulness and wickedness. There is but one 
explanation of these things being ·found in a Book that man has had anything 
to do with producing, and that is, that while man has written these things, he 
has been moved upon by the Spirit of God. 

T.hirdly: I ,believe in the dnspiration of the thoughts of .the Bilble !because of 
its message on the nature o·f sin. 'Its mess'age as .to the orJg;l.n of sin compels 
me to believe in the inspira.tion of the Bible's thoughts about sin: "And the 
serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in 
the day ye eat thereof, then YOUT eyes shoalJ. !be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
know,ing good ·from evil. lAnd 'when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and Ibhat it was pleasant to the eyes, and a gee to !be desired to mlllke one 
wise, Ilihe toolk O'! .the ftu-it thereof, and d·id eat." [n° this passage of Scr~ture 
we have the st'Ory of sin's lorigin. iW'hen ·we analyze the qlasBage we flnd tha.t it 
originated in three things: The lusts of the flesh: ",And wh~n the woman S8iW 
that the tree was good for food"; The lusts o! the eye: "When the woman saw 
tha.t the tree was a deUght to the eyes"; The vain glory of life: "And when the 
woman saw th.at the 1'ree was ·to Ibe desired to maike one wise." This clearly 
reveals the fact that sin-the first sin-WIltS n'Ot the eating of the forbldden 
frouit, as at first it appears to be; ,but the attitude the woman aSS'llmed toward 

. God, sel·f, and things. IShe believed God had lied to her. IShe wanted everythIng 
that apipe81ed. to the appetite; she wanted equality with God as to station, 
without the character of Go.d. 

This passage of ,serLpture clearly reveals that sdn ,is not an act, nor a series 
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of acts; !but that it is: a. 'Wrong attitude tow8ll'd God; a ·wong attitude toward 
self; a wrong attitude toward things. ISin is Ii:ke everything else: it ibrings 
for·th after its kind. All s,ins take the direction of the nature of sin. There are 
no sins that do not spring from a wrong attitude toward God, or a wrong atti
tude toward self, or a wrong attitude toward mere things. The fact is, sin is a 
wrong attitude and that only. INo man can cliaJm that man originated this 
concep·t!on of sin, !Men have had God's 'Bi-ble for thousands of years and for .the 
most part men have not yet gotten the Bi'ble's ,teaching aJbout sin. Men are yet 
teac'hing that sin is some act .or ·word, whereas the Bible clearly teaches that all 
wrong acts and· words are the results of sin; and that sin is always just a 
wrong attitude. . 

The Bilble's message as to the so.urce .f·rom which springs all s-infuq acts 
makes me ;believe .in .the 'inspiration of the thoughts of the Bi'ble: "'For out of 
the iheart come ,forth evil thoughts, murders, adll1!lteries, ifoornicatIons, thetts, 
false ,witnesses, 'railings"; "Now the 'Wor.ks of tlb.e flesh· are mani,fest, which are 
these: Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, ilascivIousness, -idolatry, 'Witchcraft, 
hatred, va.rdance, emulations, WTath" strUe, seditions, heresies, envyings, mur
ders, drunkenness, revelling.s, and such lloke." 

This is not ,the thought of man about sin and its source. The fight of all 
"modernists" against the Bible, is, in part, to get rid of this conception of the 
source from which sin springs. The aim of all kinds of evolutionists is to 
destroy th,is ,conception of the source from which sins sopring. 

INa one can study the message of the Bilble on the nlIIture of sin wi·thout 
reaching the conclusion that ·the thought of ,the Bible on the nature and origin 
of sin is of divine origin. Nor ·can anyone :wIh.o U'OIWS man's present attitude 
toward sin dOUibt for one moment 1lhat the men !WhiG wrote the Bilble's message 
on sdn, wrote as ,they were moved by the !Holy Sipixi,t. The eonception the Bilble 
gives us of sin is contra'ry to man's view of the matter. iMen who 'have the 
Bi'b1e to ·guide them wlU not now readily concede that ,the BL'ble is correct in 
its view. iWhat else can this difference 'between man's view and the !Bi'ble y.iew 
mean ,t;ib.an that the Bd:ble, though. written Iby men, has' been WTitten by inspira,. 
tion? . 

. Fourthly: I believe the thoughts of the Bi'ble are inspired /because of the 
high moral standards set up in dts pages. Talke the standard as' !presented dn 
the sermon on the mount, and that alone: "Blessed are the !poor in spirit": 
"Blessed are the meek"; "Blessed are t:hey that hunger and thirst lIifter righ.t
eou·sness"; '''.Blessed' are the merci.ful": "!Blessed are the pure in 'heart"; 
"Blessed are the peacemakers"; "Whosoever thereflOlre shall /break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be called the least in the 

, kingdom of heaven"; "Except yo.ur 'l'Iighteousness shal.I: exceed· 'the ;righteousness 
of the scribes and Piharisees, ye shall in no /Wise enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Ye have heard 'that it was said Iby them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and 
whosoever s.lma.l (kill ShBlH he in danger of the judgment: !but 1 say unto you, 
That !Whosoever is angry ·with his brother w.lthout a OlIIuse shall !be in danger 
of ,the judgment: and :whosoever shaH ·say to his Ibrother. Raca, shall !be dn 
danger of the council"'; '''Ye :have heard that U was said Iby them of old time, 
Thou shalt no.t commit adultery: 'but [ say ·unto )'lOU, That whosoever looket'h 
on a woman to lust aifter her hath committed ad·ultery wIth her already ilJ his 
heart." ' .. 

Who ,can ·read these Mgh and !ho.ly precepts and not tllrn from their reading 
with the' .impression that no mere man WIl'ote . or sp:oke them? Their lIiodlty 
conceptions ·compel Qne ·to 'bel,ievl;l that they were spoken by God and written hy 
men as they were 'moved upon by 1 the Holy Ghost. !Men .do lIJOt accept these 
standards since they have been proclaimed un·to othem~ow ,then could they 
iIlave gI.'ven origin to them? God' only could iIl'ave so spoken. !Men could lIJOt 

'have reached suc'h conceptions !Without inspi-ratIon. . 
Fifth:ly: 'I ibeloleve -the thoughts of t·he Bilble are inspoired !because of the 

nature of the thoughts. announced· about Christ. These 'thoughts are credited to 
different individuals, or -individual l;ntelUgences. 

First, 'We have :the thoughts oredited to Christ. Chr.ist.!bears His own 
message ,to Himself. ,Ghrist procZaimet% HimseZI to be the "son 0.1 'l'I'/AU'I."; 
"Hereafter shaliJ. the ISon of man sit on the right hand of ,the power of 'Gtod." 
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Christ proclaimea Himself the SOn of Goa: "Then said they all, Art thou then 
the ISon of -God? And !he said unto them, Ye say 'that'l am." Christ aeclared 
that He was equal 'With Goa: "I and: my Father are one." Christ claimed to, aO 
the works of God: "If [ do not .the works of my Father, 'believe me not. But 
H I do, though ye Ibelieve not me, ·believe the works: that ye may 'know, and 
'believe, ,that the Father is ·in me, and ;1 in him." Christ claimed to be identical 
'With God: '''He that seeth me seeth him that sen.t me"; "If ye had ikIllOwn me, 
ye ,should have known my 'Father also; and from henceforth ye 'know him, and 
have seen !him." Of course, since Christ 'was equal wJ.th God, and: was identical 
with God, He needed no inspiration to utter these words. Inspiration ibegins 
here w-ith t'he record of .Christ's utterances. The disciples who penned 81101 these 
words were inspIred to write them; ,they were preserved from error Iby this 
inspirSltion. 

We have the testimony 01 the apostles to Ghrist. The 8IPostles had 
t·hou'ghts 8100ut Christ. These thoughts got recorded Iby inspiration. I 
beHeve th-at they a:lso came into existence in the minds of ;the d·isciples by 
inspiration. II think the nature of these thoughts 'Prove -this .to ;be ,their origin: 
"And ;Simon ~eter answered and said, Thou 'art the C!hrist, the ,Son of the 
living God. And Jesus answered and slllid unto hi-m. Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjora: for flesh ana bloorL hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven"; "In the Ibeginning 'was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God"; "And declared to Ibe the ISon of God with power, 
according to the spirit of hOliness, Iby the resurrection ,f'rom ·the dead"; "For in 
him dwelleth all the fulness of the ,Godhead Ibodi!l.y"; "And w·itho1l't controversy 
great is the mysterY of godliness: .God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
Spirit, seen of 'an'gels, 'Prea(lhed unto the Gentiles, Ibeldeved on in the world, 
·received up into glory"; "Who 'being the Ibrightness' Ia-f his 'glory, and the express 
,image of his !person, and upholding all things ;by ,the word of Ms 'power, 'When he 
had by hd-mseU purged our sins, sat ,down on the right hand of ,the majesty 
on high:' 

Who can read t!b.ese thoughts e~ressed ,by the IlIpostles, and escape the con
viction that t'hey thus thought only ,because their ,thoughts were Inspired? We 
have ,long Ibeen famliliar with these scri'ptural statements; ·and yet there are 
found among us those who profess to Ibelieve .in God, w,ho deny all o,f these 

. declarations made Iby the apostles. Are we to iIlelieve that the apostles orig·in· 
ated these thoughts, and that men of to~day can't ibelieve them? Why cannot men 
ibelieve them? Is it not evident .that it ds beca:use such thoughts about ClM'ist 
are 'beyond man's natural 81biUty? 

Men declare aU these things 81bout Christ .to ibe unreason8lble. Tilley decI-are 
tha:t they are contrary to observ8ltion, and man's e~erience; therefore they 
cannot Ibe IbeHeved by reason-Bible men. Men do not so ,treat the unreaSoonalble 
theor,ies of men: why do they so treat the words a-f the Bilble? Men believe 
Darwin's theory of the origin of the universe without any 'Proof, and without any 
reason or reasonBIbleness: why do they deny these ·things said albout Ohrist Iby 
men who companied ,with, Him? There can ibe Ibut one answer: the thoughts 
eXipressed 'by the 'BIPostles aibout Christ ·were inSipi-red, else they would not and 
could ,not have thought them. It.is evident that ,these apostles wrote finer 
th·ings 8!bout Christ ,than mere natural albiHty has ever en8lbled any man to thin'k. 
WIth ,revelation !before ·them, to ,guide them, men do not understand these things. 
The WIIl'rd a-f God: declM'es that ,these things are spiritua:J:1y discerned. 'l1he 
meaning of this is that the one who 'understands must have his mind illumined 
iby the same Spirit 'Who inspired' the origina:I writers. " 

We have the testimony 01 evil 8p~ritS: ~d,-"Ibe'hold, they Cil'ied 
out, say.in'g, "Wha.t have we Ito do iWit1h thee, JeSllls, thou Son of God?" God's 
Word says that "no man can say, Jesus is Lord, Ibut -in the Holy -Spirit." Su.rely 
if man cannot say -it /Without ,the prOIDIPtings of the (Holy Spirit" no devil 
can say it or will say except by the compuls-ion of the Holy Spirit. This is 
merely saying that the ·recorded thoughts of the DevH aibout Christ are ,inspi-red. 
They who recorded them did so 'by .1nSopir8itilOn. The Devil who Sipoke t1lem did 
so Iby inspira.tion. This' 'is ev-id:enced illy the fact that ,through all the years of 
Christianity ,the Devil ha:s !been dodnog aU he 'can to keep men from !believing 
the very things !he here con'fessed to iIle true aJbout .Ch·rist. He has many !pulipits ' 
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ftlled Iby men wh'O make it their business to deny the th·ings the devils are 
credited with .saying about Cb,'rist. Why dId· the devils say these things then, 
and deny ·them nOlW? It must ibe ev.ident that it is because they said them 
then because the :HJoly ISpirit compeUed -them; and nOlW they act according to 
thei-r nature. 

These Five Unanswerable Emaences Induce Me to Believe that the Thoughts 
01 the Btble are Inspired. Other evidences migM ·be 'cited, ibut ihere I rest ,the 
case. 
I NOW DEOLARE THAT I BELIEVE THE WORDS OF THE BIBLE ARE 

INSPIRED, AND FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

.li'ill'st: I ibelieve ,the ,words 'of the !Bible are -inspired: ibeClWse of the testi
mony of the books of the Bilble ,to 'Word ,inspirat10n. In the fir,st 'chapter of 
Genesis it is ·recorded· ten times: ",And God: said." In the :book of Genesis" this 
declaration is made eig!h,ty times. [n each case this statement ·is foll-owed by the 
,things God is credited with sayang-. These things are recorded' oin words. God 
is credited' not merely Iwith certain thoughts; !but with certain words. In 
Exodus we find: "Jehovah sa.id"; "JehovaJh SlPlllke"; or, "He said" recOll"ded 
sixty-seven times. These same eXipressions are found In !Leviticus th-irty-sbl: 
times. They a!lso occur in Numlbers forty-nine times. . Kindred eX/press ions of 
the same import occur in almost every !book lO·f the Bilble. 

In every case ,the th,ings slilid are recorded in words'. frhey are put in the 
fOll"m of quotations. lMere men quote God:: ,they quote God /because they have 
sometMng to quote. They have something to quote from :God 'be,cause God :re
ve8Jled: -it unto them. They write down tohIs' revelation because they are inspired 
to so write. .Jot is 'Ilttell"ly unreasonalble to sUPJPose that God gave men the thou'ghts 
but not the !Words, when oit is distinctly said, "Jehovah said"; "God sa.id"; 
"Jehovtllh sptIIke"; "He said." iJof God merely inspired· thoug!hts, He could: not 
be credited with s'ayin'g anything. [f God ihad -thoughts and Il"evea:led them unto 
men, and they wrote them down; they did ·tt Ibeca.use they were inspired to do 
so. God said to the writers of the IBilble c8ll"tain th,ings whi-ch we find ·recorded 
in t'he B'~ble. iMe~ wrote tohem Ibecause 'God inspired them to write them; and 
thus w-hlilt we have in the Bible is the 'Word 1Ol. God. 
. lSecondly: I believe .the words of the lBitble are inspired as well as its 
thoughts because the only way Gad can inspire thOughts is by inspiring words. 
God is cred~ted, in the iBiJbl~. wIth sending 1M0ses and :&aron unto P·haraoh with 
certain definite messages. Tihey went ten times 'Witih ten different messages. 
They said God' told: them to say cel'ltain tMngs unttO !PhaMoh. The thin'gs sa.id 
ue recorded. They are recorded' in 'Words. They a·re not disembodIed thoughts. 
Th8ll"e can ibe IlJO such thoughts. Neither man" nor God can ;f!hink thoughts 
wi·tho.ut thiIllkIng them in words.. No more can they mlilke them ·known unto 
another -intelUgence without ex.pressing tihem an words. 

The ,Bible ihas 'recorded in it that on the day known as the 'IDay o,f 'Pente
cost" ~eople were gathered, ·from the ends of ot'he earth, in Jel'lUsalem. They 
spoke ·many languages. The disciples, who were unlearned men, ·spoke to them 
in ·the 'langua.ge of the ;people spoiken to. iHow .could the diSCiples spea;k unto 
them uniknOlWn ·languages wihen only the thoughts ,were inspired? We m·lght as 
weH spe8lk of moles 'building mountains or crocodi:le tears mlilking oceans, as 
to spea.k of ihaving thoughts without Iha;vdng them in WIOll'ds·. Unworded 
thoughts never e:x:isted--a.nd: cannot e:x:ist. iLet the lInan who thin'ks he' can 
think a.part from words' try his hand on such thoug!hts. 

'.r.Mrdly: I !be~ieve the very words of the (Bible are inspired ibeclllUse the very 
words used Iby the 'Bi-ble in speaking of ihow it got here, req;uires the inspiration 
of words. I do not ,know a better collation of ·the statements of the Bible 'On its 
o-rigin than that' given in the Confession o-f Thith issued by ;the Baptist Bilble 
Union lo,f North America. I therefore quote dt in full: ",All scrt¢:ure is given bY 
inspiration of God, and is profitaJble for d'octl"ine, for :rePll"oof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God: may ibe perfect. thoroughly 
f:urnis'he'l unto a.11 good words"; "We h"LVe also a mOore sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do- well ,that ye t8lke heed, as unto a Hght that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day .d:a wn, a·n·d the d,ay 'star arise in your hearts: kn'Owing 
this fil"lS-t, that n·o prOlph,ecy of the ,scr,i-pture is of a.ny pl"ivate interpr·etation. 
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ll'or 'tJhe prophecy -came not d·n old time by the will of ma-n: but :holy men of 
God Ispak.e as they were moved by the Holy ·Ghos,t"; "Which .the Holy G,host 
by th'e mouth of David spake bef.ore {}o·ncerning Judas"; "Well .spake the Holy 
Ghom by EsaIas the prophet un,to our fath·ers"; "Thy word DS true fr.om the 
beginning"; "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path"; 
"'r.he entrance lof thy word-s' giveth ligh,t"; "Then ,he said unto them, 0 ,fools, 
and slow of !heart to believe all that the prophets hav·e s'poken: Ought -not 
Chri,st to have suffered the-se thIngs, and to ente~ ,into his glory? And begin
ning at M'Oses and ~ll the IProphets, he expounded unto them dn ·all the .scrip
tur-es the thin~s -con-cer·ning :bims,alf"; "Sanoetif.y them through thy.tru,th: ,tJhy 
word is trut,h"; "And he 'said unto them, These are the W!Ord·s Wlhi-c'h I spake 
unto you, w.hHe ;1 was yet w,ith you, .that all thln~s must be fulfilled, w,hich 
w,ere written ·In ,the law of Moses, and ·in ·tJh'e prophetS', and in ,uhe pSlalms, con
cerning me. Then opened !he thoeir understandings, that they mi'ght under-stand 
the scri,ptures"; "For ever, 0 ,Lord, thy word is 'settled' in heaven~'; "iEvery 
word of God Is pure: . , , . Add thou n'Ot ,un.to his wards, les,t :h'e repr·ove 'fIhee, 
and thou be found a liar"; "Let God be true, 'but every man a Har; as it is 
wr.Itten, That thou mighteS'b be justified In thy .saydn~s, and ml.gihtest ov>ercome 
when thou art judged"; 'qJeing iborn again, not of cor~upti:ble seed, ibut of 
incorruptible, by the w'Ord of God, whioh liveth -and abidebh fOil" ever"; "For I' 
testify unto every man· t:hat heare-th the words of the pI'ophecy of thIs book, 
If any man soh-all ad-d unto ·tJhes-e thing.s. God shall add unto 'him ,the plagues 
that are written in this book: and if 'any man sihall .take 8IWay -from the words 
of the book of this.!pr,o·phecy, God shall take away ·his part out of the bool{ of 
life, and out of thEi"'holy dty, and .f.rom the things Wlhi~h are written ,in thI!! 
'book"; "The wor·d that I ,hav>e ,spoken, 'the 's'ame shall jud.ge ,him ,in the last 
day"; "To 'the law and to the testimony: if 'they .speak not according to t,hi,s 
word, it t's' 'because -th~e ·is 'n'O light"iJIl .them"; "And take the helmet of salva· 
tion, a-nd the ,sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God"; "For whats.oever 
thin,gs we1'le written afor,etim-e w·ere wr.ftten f,o·r our lea-rnin.g, th3lt we .through 
,paUence and comfort of the -S'cripture.S' ,mig,hot "have hope"; "And he ,said unto 
ihim, If they ,hear not M.oses and bhe prophets, neither will ·they be pel"suad-ed, 
though one rose from the dead"; "The law of the !Lord is .perfect, converting 
the _soul: 'fIhe testimoJIlY of 'the Lord is sure, maldng ,wise -the sImple. T.he 
st3ltutes of ·the Lor·d are rig.ht, rejo'icing the heart: the ·comma:ndment of the 
Lord i,s pure, enlightenin-g the eye9. The fear of ,the Lord IS' ·clean. enduring 
for 'ev~: the jud-gmen1ls of the Lord are true and rigihteous altogether. MoOre 
to be d·e·sired are they th-an gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than 
honey and ·the honeycomb. Moreover by -them 'is :thy .servant waTned: and In 
keepIng of them there is -great reward"; ".SeaIl"ch the scrLptures; ,for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life: 'an.d tlhey .are they which testify of me," 

One group of these Scri,ptures declares that the -men !Who wrote the ScrLptures 
were .&upernaturally in.spired; a ·second groUiP declares, .that the S·criptures are 
without error, but are alI tT.ue; yet a third group d·e.clal"es that the Scriptur.es 
are an'd will ever r-em-ain G'Od's peTfect revelatio·n .. T-hese are not tJhe word.s -of 
mere men. The'Be are the words of God 'fil'iRen d.ow,n by men w,hoOm God in
&pi,red to write them, 'Dhe Bi,ble ,is the perfect thou.ght of God on the suibjects 
i't dis cuos ses , It mum therefoTe be eX!pre-ssoed, as it claims,-~n the words .of God. 
It cannot b-e _"the Word 'Of God" unles·s· Us words are God',s word·s. 

Fourthly: I believe -the very W10rds of the ,Bilble are inspired Ibecause ,the 
names applIed to the Bi'ble in .the Bible call fo~ word ins-piration. It is ·ca:lled: 
"'T·he word .of God," Luke 8:21; "Th_e word of the -Lord," ActS' 13:49; "The 
word,s -of C-hr,ist," 0'01. 3: 16; "The oracle,s of Go-d," Romans 3: 2; "The wor·d of 
fai·th," Romans 10:8; "The word of truth," Ephes. 1:113'; "The word of recon
ciUQ.tion," III. Cor. 5: [,9,; ''The W'Ord of Ufe," 'Phn. 21: 1'6-; ''The WIOrd of promIse," 
Roman.s 9:9; "T;he good word of God," 'Beb. 6:,5; "Tbe -sure word of prophecy," 
II. p.et. 1: 19; "T·he word o-f rigih'teoUos,n,ess," -Psa. 119: 123; "'Dhe Book," p.sa. 
40:7; "Boo'k of the Lord," lIsaIah 34:16; '"!Book of the law," Neh. 8: 3; "The law 
of the Lord," Pea. 1::2; '\Scri:ptures of truth," Dan, 10:'2.1; "The word," Jas. 
1 :·21, 22, and ·23. 

-T,hi-s Hst of names ,m.ig.ht be further ex-tend-ad, but these passages are 
.sufficient for 'Ol1r purpo-seS'. To be -s~e. each one .of thes.e titles applies' 'to the 
Bilble as a whole. The -whole Bible is S'POken of as "the Word," "the sure 
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W·ord," "the oraclu," "book of the Lord," "book of the law," -etc. Tlhese titles 
irresistilbly sug·gest that .f.f the whole lBilble can !be trut~Hy so designated, it 
·must follow that th'e words .in which "God'.s W,ord" fi,n·d eJllpression must s·ever· 
ally and collectively be tha word.s of God. If they are God'.s very word.s, ,how 
did men eome tby t'hem except /by inSipiration? The Bible claims inspiration 
for its word,s. (lts langullige about itself .supports the claim. 

Fifthly: 1 believe the word,s of the Scr,joptures are f.nspi:r-ed 'because the 
des·criptive term.s applied to the Bi-ble, in the Bible, i.mply ,inollpiration. "The 
.statutes of the Lo·rd are righ,t, rejoicing t'ne ·h·eart: the commandment 'Of the 
Lord is pIKe"; "Thy word .is a :lamp IIlnto ni,y ',feet, and a light unto my path"; 
"'rille word of ·llie Lord is tried"; ''Thy word is' tl'l\le !from the !beginning." 

Sixthly: r beHeve the word,s of the Bible al1e f.nspIred, 'because of 'the 
harmony of itS'message from Gene.sts to ·the last word 'Of Revelation. The Bible 
is .made up of ,sixty·six book-S', wr,itten by men 'Of different natural ability, far 
removed 1\rom each other as to habitation, and as to Ume. They discUSB many 
and varied topie·s. Tthey neV'er disagree or contradIct eaoh other in anythIng 
said upon the. many subje·cts they di·scusS'. T.hey 'had 'no .opportunity to frame 
up toge·ther their message; they wrote, in m'Qst cases, w,ithout any lmowledge 
of what other a.uthors had said', or were to .say. But in spite of thIs, they pro
duced· a Book that in all Its parts /brings a harmonious messlilge. This harmony 
cannot 'be eJIIPlained on any g:round except that, as they claim, .each lIIut'hor wrote 
und·er the 1mtpulse of the Holy Spirit, or by inspi-ra·tion. . 

If anyone dou'bts their in'spiration, an·d the value of their ·harmony as proof 
of ,their inspirati;on, and thinks that !he can find the .same tharmo·ny ,in any 
other literature, let 'him try his ·hands at gather.i·n.g sixty-six book,s wl"i'tten 'by 
the most brilldant men of any natiOon, and th·row them toge'ther under one bind
in.g and then see if sueth book has any har·mOony. 

To mus-trate the for·ce of this argument from ha·rmony: :suppose tthat any 
readers of this address could wllllk into a great .hall with seating clllpacity tO,f 
tWienty-five thou,sa'nd, and find ,scattered over the fioor the parts of a great 
organ; and on close examination, he s,hould discoV'er tJhat each r·eed, pipe, key; 
every part of the :f.ramework" and every separate part of the ol1g'an, !had been 
made by a different factory, and that these factories were scattered over a large 
Plllrt of the world; anll on enquiry, were to find that the ,factol"ies 'knew nothing 
of each other and nothing a.bout the part that ellich was· having .in constructing a 
grea't organ,--<that actually the d.ifferen't factor.ies d.id· not know that a great 
organ was i·n proces's of constructio·n. Suppose that in addition to all -thIs, he 
should find that when th-e .organ was put togeth·er, ·not merely did every part 
fit perfectly into every o,tJh·er part, but that when a .great organist, ,s·eated at 
the' Ol"gan, ran thIs fingers over the keys of the. organ not a discordant note or 
s'Ound was 'heard; bu't that perfect h'armony and musi·c poured f'l"O-M :every part 
of th'e organ, would h'e cOIltClulle that, 'by haphazard, ,these :several and mulot!
plied pa::l'Its of the or,gan had been made by- .tJhe diff,arent eontrtbuting facto-rIe·s, 
and that 'by mere accident they had co·nstructed a tperfect .organ wh.ich produced 
perfect hlllrmony and musIc; or, would ,he not ra·ther conoClude Ilhat .in .spite 
of the I'g'noo-ance of the ·factode·s of the fact, that one great mind Ihad' devised 
the .organ, and all its parts? . 

The Bible haS' the iIl'arm-ony of the most perfect organ, 'even ·th.ou'~h it was 
written in several parts, by almost as many different authorSt as it has parts. 
Are we to con·clude that Ilh·es'e men wrote by accident this wonderful and thar
moni01llS iBook; 'Or, are we to 'conclud'e that, as· the Bible ,claim.s, iholy ·m·en of 
old w:rote '8:S they were move·d upon by the ~oly Spirit? Fo,r my pal\t, 1 believe 
that 'the Bible got here. a·s it claim.S' to .have gotten here. It claims that both 
its though·ts and word.s were in.spil'ed,-and 1 beHeve '1t. 

It seems to .me that with all this 'befor·e one,· there is no ·escape from the 
conclusion that the Bi'ble claims inospiration for jot·s words; and 'that all the 
evid,ence i;S' j·n S'uppor,t of its claims. With the eV'id·ence 'in, 1 un,hesitatingly say, 
"I beHev·e tthat the Holy Bible was written by men .supernaturaUy ins.pired; 
that it ,hillS truth w.ithout any admixture o·f err{)f tor its matte'!"; and theref,ore 
is, anll ,shall roe.mai·n to the end or tthe ag.e, the only .complete and' final revela'tion 
of the wHl of God to man; the true centre of Chris·tian union and the ·supreme 
standard by wihIch all ,human conduct, creedS', and . opinions .B'hould be tried." 
1 beHev,a that eve·ry word 'Of it has -its distinct mis,sion to per·form; and will 
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all of it b'e profitable to ,those who believe a.nd obey it. I 'believe all of its 
promi!ses are :sure and rj.g.hteoUos, that not one word of it will ,pJIISS away untH 
it ihas alol 'been justified befor,e the judgmentS' of men. 

EDITORIAL 
"THE DAY OF TROUBLE." 

"And call upon me in' the day of trouble: and I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me." 

We suppose most of us frequently receive circula.r letters,throllgh the mail. ._" 
They may contain valuable information, and they may deserve the most caref:ul 
perusal; 'bu,t we are afraid they are genel'8.11y 'but Ughtly regarded. We knoW l. 
that there is nothing personal a:bout it. The same circular has been sent per- II 
haps to hund·reds of others, and we feel that we are lost in a crowd. 

But when a letter reaches Us ,bearing all the marks of a personaJ letter, 
bearing, too, a highly res.pected signature, it is not carelessly laid aside; but 
is read with great care and interest. 

And we are afraid some of us sometimes treat the Bible as though it 
were a printed circular letter. We do not feel the weight of its authority, or 
the comfort of its, promises. Only when we clearly recognize ,the divine signa
ture on every page, and, indeed, to every promise and principle, shall we use 
the Bible as we ought to use it, and as it is divinely designed to be used. 

But what if there should come to our house some day a letter containing a 
twofold message, in the first place, asserting that our debt must be met on a 
certain date on pain of IIIbsolute bankruptcy? And what if the letter on the 
other hand informed us that ,by the grace of a friend we had been made beir 
to a great fortune which must be claimed or would otherwise be forfeited? 

Our joy in the second part of the letter would be commensurate with the 
perturbation occasioned by the first. How the one would 'balance the other, 
and bring peace to our minds! But suppose that just as we are rejoicing in our 
surplus wealth, an acquaintance looks over our shoulder and says, "I hope you 
will not be foolish enough to believe that. It may 'be there is a small element 
of truth in the letter, but it is fairly certain that 'the a'manuensis-the ty,pist 
took too large Uberty with her master's message, sille really edited it ,to suit 
her own tastes. It would be quite absurd to believe that the letter was. die.. 
tated word for word by one with authority to speak as that letter speaks." Thus 
the critic casts a doubt upon the value of the letter, for if it be not true and 
reHa;ble all thl"oU!gh, -it must Ibe unrelilllble altogether. And as a result we put ~ 
the letter aside with a sigh of relief as to its first part, but of disappointment 
as ,to the second. Until at length the date on which the debt must be paid and 
on which the inheritance must 'be claimed, dawns and ddes. And on the mor- I 

row omcers of the law take possession of all we have, and we find ourselves 
ruined, and that the remedy which lay in the inheritance has now passed 
beyond our grasp. 

On tMs discovery, would we not regard the man wihJ() persuaded us to 
d-i9believe the letter as our worst enemy? 

That is 'Wih.'Y we regard the man ,who, in the name of religious scholarship, 
casts doubt upon the inspiration and authority of the Bible, as one of the 
deadliest of the Devil's agents, and as one of the worst enemies of the souls of 
men. May God the Holy Ghost enable us to see tlhe heavenly postmark, and 
the divine signature on this most precious letter: "Call upon me in the day of 
trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me." 
. We have iIlere a serviceable invitatiOn, a gracious promise, and an inestim
able privilege. 

First: Here is a Serviceable Invitation: "Call upon me in the day of 
trouble." Not all invitations are serviceable. Some are an embarrassment, 
some a temptation, and some a bore. But here is an invitation which every
body may reasona:bly be expected to welcome because it meets every'body's 
need. If its value be at all doubtful, consider the phrase a moment, "the day 
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of trouble." Do we know anything about it? Is it now, or has it ever been an 
element in our experience? "The days of our years"-how varied they are! 
There is the day of 'birth, and the day of marriage. There are days of hope, 
and joy, and peace, the day of plenty, the day of opportunity, and of high 
adventure. And each day has its invitation. But our Scripture speaks of the 
"cloudy and dark day", "the day of trouble". Can it be that we have never 
felt the chill of its dawning, the gloom and the lowering clouds of its noontide, 
and the impenetrable blackness of its. midnight? Perhaps we can remember 
when we regarded trial, and amiction, and trouble as vagrant words in norman 
speech which could be appropriately domiciled only in the vocabulary of the 
fainthearted and the pessimist. But the idea that there could ·be three hundred 
and sixty-five perfect June days in any year was !but a ,basel'ess dream. 

Whatever other days we escape, though there be many days of rejoicing, 
. the day of trouble will not pass us by. And it is well enough that when amid 
the warmth, and beauty, and ·fruitfulness of summer, we should forget for a 
while ·the frigid barrenness of midwinter; but it would ilIe folly not to prepare 
for December in June. 

"The day of trouble" comes in the .individual life. The deepest troubles 
are sometimes secret: "The heart knoweth its own bitterness" What hopes 
have died within our breasts, what ambitions have ·been slain at their birth, 
what holy aspirations have been choked ere they could breathe the upper air, 
God only knows! And what foes have warred against the soul, what wounds 
and anguish they have infiicted, only the spiritual warrior knows! But in all 
these experiences he has known the day of trouJble, of ,pain, of disappointment. 

And "the day of trouble" do~s not pass the family by. It came to Jacob in 
the ancient time; David was not exempt; Eli felt it; and so did Job,-and ·mul· 
titudes of others. Bethany had its festal days; but Mary and Martha could tell 
us that the day of trouble does not pall's ·the family by. 

And dt comes to the n8ltion, .floo. Men have said they had no interest .in·poli
tics, and were not concerned much 81'bout national affairs. But who is' indifferent 
to national affairs to-day? When Rab-shakeh, the Assyrian general, sent his 
ultimatum to Judah and Jerusalem, Hezekiah sent messengers to Isaiah saying, 
"Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trou.ble ,and of rebuke, and blas
phemy." And such a day haJ'l come to us. Ours is a day of trouble, and of 
rebuke, and blas.phemy. 

An invitation that has to do with "the day of trouble" has special value to 
us all. Here is One Who bids us call upon Him in the day of troU'ble. We 
know the Telephone Company has a trouble department. This is our "trouble 
department". Here is One Who says, "When in trouble, send for Me." That is 
the attitude of a true friend. But the day of trouble does not always bring 
visitors. It is not the way of Vanity Fair to be specially attentive to troubled 
souls: 

"It takes two for a kiss, 
Only one for a sigh; 

Twain by twain we marry, 
One by one we die. 

Joy is a fellowship, 
Grief weeps alone; 

. Many guests had Cana, . 
Gethsemane had One." 

There are other days when this Friend would respond to our call. He is 
not averse to the house of feasting; and His coming would only heighten the 
gladness of the morning of joy. But He puts Himself specially at our disposal 
when others are likely to be absent or impotent. He knows that out of the 
depth of their need men will cry in the day of trouble: "Give us help from. 
troU'ble: for vain is the help of man." It is very wonderful that our God thus 
condescends to our necessity. This is the very nature and essence of grace: 
"A very present help in troU'ble." 

But by Whom is this invitation given? In our weakness and limitations, 
we may sometimes say to our friends, "If there is anything I c~n do, call upon 
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me." But they do not call upon us, ·because they know too well how helpless 
we are to succour them ,in their trou'ble. Or, such an invitation may Ibe given by 
one who never intends to redeem his :pledge; and how grievously disappointing 
it fs when the pro miser fails! "Con·fidence in an unfaithful man in time of 
trouble is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint." 

But what a contrast our Scripture presents! Misplaced confidence is like 
"a foot out of joint"-but, "Why sayest thou, 0 Jacob, and speakest, 0 Israel, 
My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God? 
Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth, faiJ;l.teth not, neither is weary? there is 
no searching of his uirderstanding. He giveth power to the faint; and to them 
that have no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint and be 
weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint." 

"Ah, whither could we fiee for aid, 
When tempted, desolate, dismayed; 

Or how the hosts of hell defeat, 
Had suffering saints no mercy-seat?" 

This is He on Whom we are to call. 
Let us consider This Precious Promise: "I will deliver thee." We shall 

not call in vain. This Doctor is never out; He is always. awaiting our call. 
Again we quote, "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble." 

.Sometimes He delivers us from trouble. We ·have many real troubles; but 
we have many Imaginary troubles too. Some of our troubles are inevitable; 
but some are conditional, and ,from these latter God will deliver us when we 
call. There are troubles which are no necessary part of the life of faith. There 
are affiictions of the soul which are born of u1l!belief and disobediencE!. We 
shall be delivered from all these troubles, if we call upon God when we see 
them threatening,-they will dissolve as the morning mists before the sun: 
"Thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with 
songs of deliverance. I will instruct thee and te~ch thee in the way which thou 
shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. Be ye .not as the horse, or as the 
mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit. 
and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. Many sorrows shall be to the 
wicked: but he that trusteth in the Lord, ·mercy shall compass him about." 

He will deliver us out of other troU'bles. Joseph, and Job, and others, were 
not preserved from certain troubles-but were delivered out of them. Thus 
Peter was delivered out of prison: "And when Peter was come to hf.mself, he 
said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, ·and hath 
delivered me out of the :hand of Herod, and from all the ex·pectation of the 
people of the Jews. And when he had considered the thing, he came to the 
house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many 
were gathered together praying. And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate. 
Ii damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. And when she knew Peter's voice, 
she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood 
before'the gate. And they ·said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly 
affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. But Peter 
continued knocking: and when they had opened the door, and saw him, they 
were astonished. But he, 'beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their 
peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. 
And he said, Go shew these things unto James, and to the brethren. And he 
departed, and went into another place." And it is thus God sometimes delivers 
us out of our troubles: "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and 
saved him out of all his troubles." 

But sometimes Be delivers us in trouble. He never deliVers us in sin, but 
always delivers us out of it: but He does deliver us in trouble. ·Daniel was not 
preserved from trouble, nor immedi8ltely delivered out of it; but was delivered 
in trouble. So also were the Hebrew children in the furnace of fire. Israel as 
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a nation was not delivered out of trouble; but is to be given "the valley of 
Achor for a door of hope". And God li.as opened to many of His children a 
door of hope in the valley of trouble, delivering them in trou'ble. "I will be 
with him in trouble"; "When thou pass est through the waters. I will be with 
thee; and· thrOllgh the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire. thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee." 

Let us observe Our Inestimable Privilege: "And thou shalt glorify me." 
It was for this we were created; and only in the fulfilment of our high destiny 
can we realize the fulness of joy. This is a doctrine of which the Bible is full. 
that God glorifies. Himself through His human creatures. And it is surely a 
priceless privile'ge to be counted worthy to reflect the ·glory of God. 

This psalm "tells us. "Whoso offereth praise" glorifleth me." Putting the 
matter very simply, it mea.ns thA.t when God delivers us we should glorify Him' 
by telling others about it; and praising His delivering grace. When Peter 
was delivered out of prison, he went to the house of John Mark where many 
were gathered together praying, and declared unlo them how the Lord had 
delivered him out of the prison. But while Paul and Silas were still in prison 
at midnight they prayed and sang praises unto God. And so may we glorify 
God by praising Him in the day of trouble even as Job did saying. "The Lord 
gave and the Lord hath taken away. blessed ,be the name of the Lord." 

But God is glorified too ,by our deliverance in trouble, by the manifestation 
of the glories of His grace. After Da.niel had been cast into the den of lions. 
"the king went to his palace, and passed the night ·fasting; neither were instru· 
ments of mnsick brought before him: and his sleep went from him. Then the 
king arose very early in the morning. and went in haste unto the den of lions. 
And when he came to the den, he cried' with a lam,entable voice unto Daniel: 
and the king spake and said to Daniel. 0 Daniel. servant of the living God. 
is thy God, whom tho~ servest continua.Ily. able to deliver thee from the lions? 
Then said Daniel unto the king, 0 king. live for ever. My God hath ·sent his 
angel. and has shut the lions' ·mouths. that they have not hurt me: forasmuch 
as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee. 0 king, Have 
I done no hurt." And the king was exceeding glad: and made a decree and 
published it to all people, nations, and languages, "That in Avery dominion of 
my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living 
God, and stedofast for ever. and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 
and his dominion shall be even unto the end. He delivereth and rescueth. and 
he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered 
Daniel from the power of' the lions." . 

And when Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace into which he had cast 
three men ,bound. he said, "La, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of 
the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son 
of God." And when they had come forth in obedience to the king's call 
Nebuchadnezzar said. "Blessed 'be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and A·bed· 
nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servan·ts that trusted in him. 
and have changed· the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might 
not serve nor worship any god, except their own God." And he made a decree 
that all should worship their God, "because there is no other God that can 
deliver after this sort." 

And thus in the fiery trial of the day of trouble. it is our provilege to pr.ove 
to the glory of God, that there is .no other ,go.!l .• that 'can . deliver after this sort. 

"OUR FEET SHALL STAND WITHIN THY GATES, 0 JERUSALEM.~' 

"Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: whither the 
tribes go up, the -tri'beS' 0If the Lord, unto the testimony Df Israel, to give than·ks 
un.to the name o.f the Lord," 

'This psalm is -manifold in its meanin·g. ·In its S'tri-ctly histDri-cal aspect it 
breathe9 the ardent, reUgious ·patrioti.sm 0If an Hebrew saint: it expresses the 
longing and delight of a pious ·soul in contemplation of the prospect of 'being 
in Jerusalem whi'eh was at once the centre of reUgioU!!' intere.st, and the symbol 
o·f national unity, and stren'gth, and, glory. 
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iIn i.ts prophetic ,bear-in'g this psalm looks far into the ,future. What it in
'V'Olves of promise ·for the spiritual Jeru·salem whic'h i& trom above, which is 
free, and i-s the mother of ous all, even the most resourceful imagination cannot 
now fully ,co·nceive. 

But B'Ilch a passage as this, 'because of t<he true exoperimental element in
volved In its historic origin, and because of the 'dynamic involved in ·the attrac
tion of its ultimate, inestimably glorious hope, has a present, abi,ding mesnge 
for every 'devout sou'I. 

I 
,Pu'blic worshIp has a peculiar char,m for the spiritullilly minded. lot is well 

that we should train our.selves to value .the hoU!!'e of God because it is the 
hOouse of God. There ,is, of course, a possl:t>ility o.f our attaching undue import
ance to materIal houses, and" supposing God to be concerned about geography 
and architecture, fall anto the !Samaritan womanls perplexity as to the relative 
claims of the modern Jerusalems and Geriz,lms. But, conver,sely, the cLi9l'egard, 
or dissolution or the material sym'bol o·f wor'shlp, may re9Ult in the los's or 
vagrancy of the ,spirit too. This j,s one danger to which all n'on-li.turgi'cal 
churches are ex;poS'ed; and only by the maintenance of a rich 'spl'l"itual life can 
such 109s' be avoid.ed. We are afraid that many think Q.f going to chu,rch as a 
going to 'hear a ·sermon' or the ,sing.ing. Let us rather train oureelves to think 
of the church as .the house 0'( 'God, w,here He i,s to be worshipped. Then the 
sermon and the singling win 'both faU into their proper !place. 

And when we are in the ri'g,ht frame of min'd we shall ,be glad of every 
opportunity to "go into the 'house of the Lord." The man- or woman who can 
say, "Lord, I hllive loved the hllibitatdon of thy house, and the place IW'here thdne 
hon'our -dwelleth.", is' not easoily prevented from going to church. We are sure 
that a great many of our readers thoromghly understand, the mood. this psalm 
e:x;press,es. We delight in the house of the Lord, and why should we not! 
What is t,he house of wor.shIp to the believing ·s·oul? 'H is the time when lovers 
keep their tryst; It -is ·the time when we ;go IJlJto the hQ.us·e of the Lord to lIDeet 
the iLover of our sou,ls,; it is the day of all ,the week the ibest.......f;he day be and 
she have lived and aonged fm-. ISo It >is with iW'hosoever is a true Ibeldever. 
Niow we 'SIhall see our Well (Beloved',-we shall hear Hi's sweet voice, we shall 
feel the touch of His" hand, we S'hall sing His praiee and tell Him how much 
we love Hi·m, and He will welcome 11S to HI-s presence and tell us that He 
loved. us first. What is the ,hour of worsMp? -It Is the time when the banquet 
is called In the King's palace. Now hungry BOuIso may rejoice, for the table 
wiH !be wen 'SPread. There will Ibe rare rdeldcacies for deo}.lcllite a.ppe'l:i1es, and 
abundant ,fare for all who hunger indeed. Oh, yes! T.he hous'e of God is a 
place of !banqueting to many who rejoice to 'be called thither. 

'To those who ,find pleasure in labour the hour of wors·hip is welcomed 
as a time of meeting with the Master. Here the servant is given 90me new 
ord,er, a new task is asS'igned him in which he takes great delight. The :Chris
tian soldier welcomes' it as· a call to the front, now he will find honourable 
employment In sulbdulng itJhe e·nem~ .. He wdll !be g';iven the King's ful'l panoply, 
and· the will goo, forth armed Ito the IbatNe. 

And he who thIrsts for wiedom, runs eagerly to the spr.!n'g·s of revela:tion. 
LIke a student impatient of the long vacation, and eager to press hiS' pur·sult 
of knowledge-so the apt pupil In the school of Christ is always glad to go into 
the' house of ,the Lord. . 

:And does not the ·house of the .Lord offer rest to tl1e weary, and con·solation 
to the soorrowi·ng, and heaIin!1; for the broken.hearted? What wonder, there· 
fore. that men should 'be glad to be. called thither? 

'But the Ipsalm,lst's gladness was the result af ,contact with other gladsome 
soOuls. He went, 'in 'Part, 'because he had been Invited. When· people really 
love the ·house of God they seldom gO alone. We shall have an increase of 
churc.h attendance on th'e part of the unconverted, when the people ().f God 
learn afreS'h to love the house ()f God as in the olden day.s. There is no suibsti
tute for this 'glowing Invitation, "Let US' go into tIl-e h·ouse of the Lord." May 
we learn to .so love the hous'e of God that we can1lot refrain from inv:l.ting 
others to accompany us'. When doe's the I1ttIe child rnn in from·the garden to 
say, "Oh, mother, come out into the gard,en!" When she has found a rosebud 
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opening on the 'bush, or a strawberry, lus'cious' and ripe, peeping froni. under 
the leaves; or a bird of beautiful plumage singin'g on the branch o:f a tree. It 
i,s when ehe has seen or heard something which fills :her willi eXIquisiote delig.ht, 
that she ,runs to find somebody to s'hare it with ,her. All that Is in the verses 
we are con,siderin,g: when we love the things of God we shall long to share 
them. 

Such ,invitation's are often, ea.gerly welcomed. Many are glad to receive 
th'em. 'Many people attend church to·da.y because they are invited; they are 
glad to be in'Vited. .And many more would be glad,-not to be told to "go", or 
f'ormaUy asked to "come", 'but eagerly sought after as PohiUp 'sought Nathanael, 
or the Samaritan woman the people of :Sama'ria: "Let uos go," ' 

What preparation' of heart conslsts in this joyouS anticipation: "Our feet 
s'hall ·stand~'r, are oS'tandlng-withillJ thy gates, 0 Jerusalem"! How few 
there are who prepare for public worship! We rush to the hoU'se of God with· 
out ,prayer or med,itation. When we go to the well lor water we take an empty 
pail,-if it i'9 half full of water, stale and dirty, we throw it away; when we 
go to the store or to the market, we take an empty basket, 'What ·do we ta'ke 
to chure-h? What capacity for spiritual thing,s? How different the man who, 
has lived in contemplation o'f the Lord',s d'ay and house! oRe comes prayer· 
fully 'and expe'ctantly. and is not dilmppointed, He has been sayJng it over 
·to himself ,all the week: ",My feet shall stand within thy ,gates, 0 Jerusalem," 
And at the proS'Pect his ,heart, hIs imagination have Ibeen ,kiinll.led; and so 'he 
pas'ses on hios' enthusia1!ID to other.s until they say in concert: "Our feet 9hall 
stand within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem." . 

"Oh happy souls that pray 
'Where God appoints to hear! 

o happy men that pay 
Their constant servdce there! 

T,hey praise thee Irtill; 
And happy they 

That love t,he way 
'To Zion's hUl." 

III 
,Such glowing devotion as we have here Is dependent upon experience for 

its con.tinuance. Many of us wiU find our,selves' on common ground with David 
in this respect. .J.t was his growing experience of the profitablenes's of divJne 
wors;hi'p. w,hich filled him with 'such rapturous expe,ctatlon a9 ,he contemplated 
his .going up to the house of the Lord. 

To him Jerusalem was as' a stron,g city. Its material compactness wall 
symbolical of I,ts s'pirltual tlDiity arid ,strength. Wlth,in it9 holy wall he feU 
secure. It Chad 'so often proved as a city of refuge to his hunted and haunted 
.spirit. 'Though ,his name is not assigned ·100 the psalm, very likely It was' he 
who sang on another occasion: "They that trulrt In the Lord s,hall be as 
mount Zion, which cannot Ibe removed, but abldetJh for ever. As the moun-· 
tains are round about Jeru:salem, so the Lord is, roun'd about ·his people from 
hen,ceforth even f,or ever." 

Have we not all found. the house of the Lord as a strong tower? How 
many o'f us recaH s,easons of dl,stres'9 and weariness when we came eagerly to 
our Jerusalem as to a cIty which is compact together!-and we were not dis· 
appOinted. Its hospitable walls seemed to''$nfold us' a9 in welcoming arms; 
and the S'Piritual' pres'ence w,Iiich pervaded the place, the power which radiated 
from Its unUed members, filled us with a holy calm and. a joyoUS assurance of' 

'v.ictory. ' 
'But again: His beloved Jerusalem had 'been to him a place of varied ,fel· 

low,shIp: ''Whither the tribes go up." How 'dlfferen't they all were! David 
,had had experiences of the varIous excellencies. an,d diver9ified 1d;losyn,crasies 
of the trilbes of IEfTael. They had; not always unll.erstood Mm, nor he them; 
and yet he h'ad fiound them all "the tr,i'bes of the Lord". He had found' a fel
lowship and a comrades,hip w·here the tribes of the Lord were ·gathered In 
Jerusalem which he had, foun'd.'nowhere else. Hence he an,tiei,pates his stand· 
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ing in Jerusalem with the greater delight, because there he will meet with 
the tribes of Is·rael who are the tribes of the Lord. 

An only child, except in the very rare cases where he 01" S'he hILS> been 
trained by .parental paragons, ~s Likely to be difficult. to live with. It is a 
good thing for a boy or gid to be trained where "the tribes go up". And the 
children of God who d·well in solitariness and never min·gole with "the ·tribes 
of the Lord" are usually angular characters. lit does ·us good to mix with the 
tribes' even if we are jostled a ,bit. The jo.&tung will rub the cornerS' cLown. 
We have loved our Jerusalem for this very reason. What exam'ples of conSEr 
cration, what in'stances o.f un·seLfishness, of self·sacrificing devotion, we have 
found among the trIbes! And w,hat comradeS'qi-p in arm&! We have all .been 
warrims, and our battles' have been many and severe. But 'how we have been 
helped! How the relation'sMps of life have been ennobled and sanctified as 
they have been tou-ched with this deeper fellowship which they and, we have 
foun'd together in ·the hOllS'e of God! How wives have felt .their ·husbands have 
been g,iven them a second time in the Lord, and hU'sbands their wIveS'! How 
parents have rejoiced to s,ee their child·ren registered among the tribes of the 
Lord! .oh, this ,has ·been a .glorious -fellow·sMp! True, some of the saints have 
been chiefly remaI'kable as affording us an opportunity to let patien'ce have 
her 'Perfect work; 'but as we have pr()vided· ErPace for the exercis·e of that grace 
In· others, the relation'ship, no doubt, has been mutually ·profitable! 

And Is· i·t not even so wdth us? Whosoever is a true· believer, and really 
delights In ·the th-in~s of God, we venture to .say liave ,r·ound no fellowship any
w·here c()mparable to those which we have found in· the house of God an·d 
amon.g the trIbes of the LOil'd. We do no·t alway.s, agree 'With otherS',-as even 
children of one family disagree-and yet it f·orms· no small part of our pleasure 
that we have found in the house of God our dearest ·friends. We have formed 
our enduring friendships there, ·friendships whl·ch will outlast the fleeting years 
of time, and which wHI be renewed ,in the Father's house, the ,heavenly 
JeruS'alem: 

"The s·tars and the mailed moon, 
Though they seem to fall and die, 

Still ·sweep with their enchattled lives 
An endles.s track of sky. 

"And though the hills of death 
IMay hide the ,bright arr/ity, 

The marshalled brotherhood of souls, 
IStill keeps its· upward way. 

"Upward, for ever upward, 
r 8'E!e their march sUiblime, 

And hear the gloriouS' music 
Of the conqueror.S of Time_ 

"An·d long let me rem-ember 
That the 'Palest, falnte&t one 

May to diviner vLsion be 
A bright and 'blessed sun." 

But this jubilan·t w·or.s.hi<pper was aI-so attracted by the promised blessing 
of the testimony of Isoraet. T·he 'ark of the C()Ven3.nt, which was the central 
object in the soymboHsm of the tabernacle and. temple,' was calIed the ark of' 
the testimony. It i·s t{) this, and. aU it typically represl'nted, the psalmist 
refers·: here was the un:tlroken law, here the po.t of manna. ·here the rod that 
hlldclecl. and over all the mercy ·seat and t.he cherubim of glory. Toltether 
these symbols consututed ·the testimony of Israel; they sym'bolized the divine 
Presence; and we know they find their realization in ChrlS't. Ah, He is ever 
the centre of attraction to the tribe's of .spi-ritual Is·raet. If He is not upI.ifted. 
if His grace is n-ot proclaimed, if His· presence and power be wanting from 
the soanctuary, then verily "I'chbod" must be written., for the al"k of God Is 
taken. T·he h{)use of God must be sweet to many of us, because there we 
have met with ChriS't; there we have found the mercY-geat, and there we have 
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had experience of His redeeming ,grace, We must have the' gospel, we must 
h'ave the testimony of 'Israel, even th·e truth as in JesuS', 'Or we cannot be ·glad 
to go to the house of ,the Lord: 

"Forgotten be each 'worldly theme 
When C"hristians meet together thus; 

We only wl'sh to s,peak of Him 
Who lived, and dieCl, and reigns for us. 

"We'll talk of all He did, and said 
And suffered for us here' below; 

The !path He marked for us to tread, 
And what He's doing for us now. 

"Thus, as the moments pa,ss away, 
We'll love and wonder and adore; 

And hasten· on ,t,he glorious day. 
When we shall meet to part no more," 

Another element in thiS! glad,ness i-s the joy 0If thankfulnes·s. The un,thank
ful are always unhappy, There is no 'greater pleasure than that of Baying, 
"Thank you", for a lover's gift. And that day is HI and wiokedly spent that 
has not called forth its song of thankfulne9S and praise, Surely for all 'our 
experience of d'i-vine goodne·ss we should be glad of an opportunity to say 
"Thank you!" What an atmosphere we should create ·were we always to come 
into His .presence with th'an'ksgivin'g, and into His courts, wJt,h praise! Yet 
many such occasions have called us to the house of God; and, we have, from 
the firS!t hymn, been thankful wor,shippers. 

Have '''the thrones of judgment" minoj'stered to our gladness? Have we 
rejOiced in correction? When the Word of God comes to' us in admon·itian 
and even with s'harp rebukes" do we really rejOice? I ,believe we have done so; 
and we have rejodced in the divine faithfulness: we have 'been content that 
grace should reign through ri:ghteousne9S wrth eternal IIle. 

We have found here foretastes of heaven. TMs psalm-the glad.ness, the 
fear, the glo·ry of it-will find its ultimate realization in a realm ,beyond th·il 
vale of shadows and of tears·, for "ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto 
the city 'Of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innUrIIlerable 
company of an·gels, to the general assembly and churoh of the .firstborn whicb 
are written .in heaven, and to ,God, the Judge of all, and· to the spirits 'Of just 
men made parfe'ct, an·d to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant." 

That is our happy prospect, and we shall s·oon be there-"Our feet shall 
stand witMn· thy gates, 0 Jerusalem"! And then? . 

"The lamb i!f in the fold 
'In perfect safety penned: 

The lion' on{le had hold, 
And.' thougM to ma'ke an end; 

But One came by with wounded si·de 
And. for the sheep the Shepherd died. 

"The exile is at home! 
IQ nig>hts and days of tea'rs, 

o longin.gs not to roam, ' 1 Ie 

o sins, and doubts, and fear.s,';' 
What matterS! now, ,when' (so men say) 
, 'The King has wfped those tears away? 
1. J. 

"0 happy, happy Brade! 
Thy widowed hourS,are past, 

Thy BrIdegroom at thy side. 
Thon all His own at la·st! 

The ·sorrows of thy former cup 
[n full fruition swallowed up!" 

o 'ministeri'ng angels! We ,shall be glad when ye shall Bay unto us, "LeI 
U!f go Into the house of the Lord." 
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QI;bt 31arbi.s ~ttttf mmIbolt ;Sible 6unbap ~tbool1le.s.son Q[:our.se 
Lesson XVII. July 26th, 1925. 

TIME AND ETERNITY.-Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3. 

I. In This Chapter Time in Its Various Aspects and Seasons is Set Over 
Against Eternity. 

1. The w·i'se man observes t·hat there is a time for every·thi,n.g under the 
heavens (vs. 1·8). 2. Notwithstanding, he can find no profit in anything (v. 9). 
3. Hie explan,ation i.s that God hllls.set eternity jn ·ma,n',s heart: "He !hath made 
everything beautiful in his time: also he hlllth set the world in their heart"
more properly .speaki.ng, ·eteTnity in their heart-"so that no man can find out 
the work ·that God maketh from the beginning to 'the end." God',s work was 
never intended to' be Under·stood in ·time. He has 'set eternity in our .hearts,
the in,stin-ct for it, the 'capacity for it, the· longing' for it; and i:ts v.llIst, unmea,s
ured time to the T€·d'eemed soul wHl be employed in fi·ndi·ng out "the work ,that 
God maketh from the beginning to the end." 4. Only in partnership with the 
divine Architect can we build enduringly (vs. 12-15). "Except the Lord build 
the house, they labour in vain thlllt build it." 
II. In This Chapter Also Mortality is Contrasted with Immortality: 

Because of the in.completeness of this life a future retribution i·s instruc
tivelyantici'pated (v's. 16.and 17). There must be another life if a just balan·ce 
is .to be pr,e,s·eTved. 2. He observe·s that man ·jos one with the beasts In his 
cOrTup-tible nature: "For that which befalleth the ·son's of men bef·aneth beasts; 
even one tilin.g befalleth them: as the 'One dj·eth, .so {li,eth til·e other." 3. Y,et 
he observes that the man and the beast are separate and distinct in respect to 
the destiny of their spirits: "The spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit 
of ·the beasot that ,goeth d'Ownward to the earth." 

TELEGRAPHIC NEWS FROM THE PASTOR. 

Word has been received by means of telegrams that last Sunday, July 
12th, was a day of great blessing at the Church of The Open Door, Los Angeles, 
Calif., where Dr. Shields is preaching during the month of July. At least four 
thousand people were in IlIttendance at the two services. Both Dr. Shields' 
germons were broadcast, as they will be July 19th and 26th. Call letters, KVS; 
meters: two, nine, three. Services willibe on the air at eleven a.m. and seven
thirty p.m., Pacific time,-two and ten-'thirty lIl.m., Eastern Standard Time; or, 
three and eleven-thirty .p .. m., Toronto (Daylight-saving) Ume. 

DR. GILLON'S VISIT IN JARVIS ST. 

Last Sunday was another day of blessing in Jarvis Street. There were 
eight hundred and forty-'three in the Bible School, including three hundred and 
Ilixteen in the Pastor's Class, which was taught by Dr. Gillon. This is the 
lowest attendance we have had for many weeks; ·but hosts of our scholars are 
out-of-town on holiday. At the close of the morning service several responded 
to the invitation to confess Christ; and at night the front seat was more than 
filled. At ·the open air service, Dr. Gillon delivered. a great message on "The 
Sin of the Prodigal". 

Next Sunday Dr. Gillon will preach morning and evening; will administer 
the ordinance of baptism at the evening service; and will preach in the open 
air at eight-thirty, when he will deliver the second in ·the series of sermons 
on "The Prodigal",-UThe Prodigal's Repentance and Conversion". 

A FURTHER MINISTRY OF JARVIS STREET. 

As we go to press twenty or more of oUr young .people are holding an evan
gelistic service at the Weston Sanitarium. This mission has been started in 
response to many requests that Jarvis Street share her spiritual blessing with 
the pllltients of that insti~ution. Last Wednesday evenin·g the initial meeting 
was held, when a fair number of the patients gathered to hear the message; 
ad at least one man was gloriously saved. 


