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CHRIST'S COMING THE HOPE OF THE BEREAVED. 
A Sermon by the Pastor. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, Jun.e 17th, 1923. 
(Stenog~aphically reported). 

Note: We relpri .... t rthio -sermon in responSe to scores of inquiries. It 'appea1'ed in TIhe 
Witness ,two year.s ago, ¢he reser:ve stock being ex'hausted within a few days Bi£t.,1' publicaotion. 

"But I wotM !!lOt have you ~o be ignornnt, brethren, concem~ng them which 
are asleep, th .. t ye ""~rc:IW not, even alS others which have 00 bope. . 

"For ;:f we believe t·hat Jesus died and rose agajin', even so iIohem abo wIhlch 
sleep, in Jesus Win God bring whh h'm. 

'For ~hi. we say unlto ~ by the word of the Lord, t·hat we W1hich are all'ive 
aDd rem'ain un to ·1Ihe cOlDliIl4r elf Ithe Lord shall not p!'event them which ;'1'e .. Sleep. 

"For 'the Lord him:sellf "haill d'escend from heaven wii'th a ohouot, with the voice 
of the archangel, and wi t'h the trulK'P of God: .. nd the dead in Ohrun .. hall rise fi"Bt: 

''Then we w'hlch · .. re aIlive and 1'em..m nall be caugbt up together with .t'hem 
in the clouds, .to meet tlhe Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

"Wherefore comiOt't one another with these words."-I ThellRlon>an.s 4: 13·~8. 

II'" "IIHLS 
B;hl.;, w';M.o;o ."goant ,p."'- Th. woro, of S.riptu" .,. 

T manifold; they are fulfilled a:gain and again. You 'have, for instance, 
in the story o·f man's first temptation, not only a history of the first 
temptation, ·but a .prophecy of every su.bsequent temptation, and as 

= epitome of the history of every human soul. Man made his choice 
, , between believing the Word of God and the word of the tempter: ~ ·and 'believing the word of the tempter ,brought death into the world 

. and all our woe. 
The divine requirement set out in .the Word, ·by which our first parents 

were 'hedged about, W,as a require~ent that demanded the sacrifice of the 
plea·su·res of .the present ·for the lar.ger and more abid·in·g interests of the 
future. 'From then uii.~ti1 now, the Devil has endeavored to lead men to olive 
for the .present rather 'than -for the f.uture, for time rather than ·for eternity. 
There is not 'a man or woman 'here who 'has not at some time or another 
engaJged in a ~Qu.rs.e of action whic~; '1f p~rsisted in, inevitabJy' 'Would. result 
in disaster. But' it 'was done without intention of continuan,ce.!· "Let'me enjoy 
myself for the present, and in due tirpe. I will give at~ention to the weightier 
matters of the future,"-that ha·s long ,oeen a temptation of the adversary of 
souls: "Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season; I will 

. call for .thee," But -for some years now that seductive' temptation ·.has issued 
from the pulpit. The modern iat;erpretation' of the gospel -lays emphasis upon 
the presen't rather than upoa the future. Those of us who talk about "days 
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to come," whether it be the coming of the ,Lord Himself, or the d'ay of reckon
ing which inevitably awaits all men, or the day of rewards 'for those who have 
h.een redeemed, are voted to 'be altogether out-of~date, and to have failed to keep 
up wit;:h the progress o.f human thought. In religious assemblies where the repre
sentatives of the churches convene to do the business of the churches, you find 
it a'gain and again declared that we have left behind us the old habit of seekiI1lg, 
to ,persuade men ·to prepare for the future. The average preacher ,1o-day, it 
seems to me, is not exerting 'himself to persuade men to come into such rela
tionship to God rlJat they may be prepared .for thalt life, -that sinless life 
deslcri'bed .in this wonderful Book, for the City whose streets are gold and whose 
walls are jasper, and whose gates are pearl, and whose .glory is the Lamb: the 
'business of the church to-day is slUpposed to be. t.o organize itself into a colossal 
institution. As ·somebody said at the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, "I should like to see the Government in ·Canada that would dare to say 
no ,to a demand of a United Church." My contention is that it is no 'business 
of any religious 'body to demand anything of the Government. The Lord Jesus 
d,ip. not leave His -Dhurch in the world for any such pur,pose. We may exercise 
ourselves as citiz·ens, but as an organized body of 'believers it is no part of the 
Church.'s function to wield a club over governments, and to compel legislation 
acc;ording to Hs own will. That whole coruception of the ·church is just a'bout 
ten million miles away from the New Testament conception; it has nothing in 
common with the revelation ,g.iv·en to us in God's Word. 

But I just point out to you the tendency o·f the time-not, I say, to prepare 
men for the future but to make this world a little more ,habitable. Of course, 
we ought to do -that. We have a ri.ght to', exercise our iId1uence. as Christian 
citizens.. But our 'social seFv.ice should be a product of. something deeper than 
that. I do not beHeve that the Church of ,Christ was ,put into -this world to 
itp.p.rove l'he sanitation of our cities, or to whitewash our houses, or to paint 
our verand·;rhs, or to give us more r.ichly furnished homes; wha·t it was put in 
tl)..e world to do was to. give us better ·hearts, and deansed souls, and to make 
US, o.v,er again into the image and likeness of God. But you may go to church 
after church-and do not call me a -pessimist; do not chal1ge me with fault
finding: I cannot 'be faith'ful to my trust if I. do not with all my soul protest 
agains:t the!ie tendencies-and ·on the r.i.ght hand and on the left, you will find 
t-hat the Devil has turned aside the ministers of 'Christ to some other mission 
than tha1t whi~h 'was ·given them. Iby the Lord Whom they profess to serve. But.. 
I say, you m.ay go to place af.ter place and never hear men exhorted to prepare 
for a life that i·s to ·come, and to ·come into such relationship to God that they 
shall have no fear of the future. 

Now, I venture to asse·rt that our Lord Jesus always laid the emplhasis 
there. You remember it is said' o·f those worthies whose names 'are inscribed 
upon that honour roll in the eleventh of Hebrews: "These all died in faith, 
not having received the promises, ,but ,having seen them a·far .off, and were 
persuaded of them, and embraced them, ·and .confessed that they were stranger!! 
and pilgrims on the earth." I have Quoted it be"fore, I quote it again. Long 
ag'o Whittier said-and I th.ink, perhaps, it is more emphatilcally true of th.e 
Chriaotian Church to-day than it was in his day: 

"T'he churc'h, to place and power the door, 
Rebukes the sin of the world no more; 
N or sees its Lord in the ·homeless poor. 
E:verywhere is the Igrasping 'hand, : 
The eager adding of land to land; 
And earth, which seemed to the fathers. meant 
But as a pilgrim's wayside tent, 
A nightly shelter to fold away, ' .. 
When the Lord should call at the break of day, 
Solid and steadfast seems to :be; 
And time' has iforg.otten eternity.'" 

Jesus, however, said: "Lay not up .for yourselves treasures upon. earth, where 
moth ~nd rust doth. corrupt, I and where thiev.es 'break through and steal: but 
lay;; up for yeurselve,s treasures in 'heaven." . 

I' 
Ii 
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T1he testimony O'f the apostles was to the same effect; and· in this word 
which I have read to you, the Apostle writes in orc;ler that his readers might 
not "·be ~gnorant concerning them w.hich are asleep." "For this we· say unto' 
you by the word of the Lord." This apostle professes to be speaking by 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost. He declares that the word he writes is not· his 
word; it is the word of the Lord. And he is writing about a ma~ter concerning 
which all 'human voices are silent. He sees a Igreat company of people coming 
down to the ed.ge of the d·ar·k river; ·he sees their loved· ones leave them, and go 
out into the .great unknO'Wn. Whither ,they have gone; what they' have dil!~ 
covered. in that bourne from which no traveller returns, no ·one may know: 
unless God shall tell thein. And he writes this especially that they m'ay not. 
"be ignorant concerning them which are asleep." Is' there one of· us here whd 
has not dug a grave? Is there one of us here who has not projected himself 
into the .future? We have ,followed with an affectionate 'imagination those who 
hav·e left us; we have tried ·to visualize them in thaot unknown realm; we have 
tried to picture them, to .imagine wha·t they are like, what they are doing, 
whether they' are happy, w.hether they are 'be-tter off than they were here, 
whether they ever desire .to come back a·ga·in, whether they have any t'hoUjlrht 
about us; but, notwithstanding all ou'r heart's longing, no voice comes· back 'to' 
us from across <the river. And there is no voke apa·rt ·from the voice of this 
Word. But 'here we may ·come and find a sure -£ooting for our faith. Here is 
a w:ord designed to enlighten us, that we may not "be ignorant concerning: 
them which are asleep." . . 

What then has the Word of the Lord. to say about those who 'have gone? 
It. <tells us that there are some who sorrow without hope? That, my brethren,. 
is a terrihle word. T,hat is a word whose truth we are ourselves reluctant. to 
believe. It is a truth we would fain persuad·e: o.urselves must surely have' some 
modification. For I have ob'served that some even of the most orthodoJC:, even 
some who profess to believe this Bihle to be the· Word of God·, ·in face of -the 
death of one who has apparently died in his sin, or in rebellion against God, will 
somehow. or anethe.r hope against hope, in order that the'y may sorrow 
not without hope .. My dear .friends, I would not add anythintg to anyonels 
anoguis'h; I would not intensify your sorrow; I would. not deepen the sha'll.-ew 
,th~t has fallen upon 'any life.; and yet, ·faithfulness to my tr.ust demands that' 
I should tell you that, if this Bible be true-and if it is not true, I repeat, we 
know absolutely not-hing of the life beyond; we know no more than Abraham 
knew: with all o'ur advancement we have discovered nothing-Sir Conan Doyle 
and Sir Oliver Lodge to the contrary notwithstanding; we 'have discovered 
nothing of the future apart from the W ol'd, and-if ,this Bible be true, then it: 
is. possible for a man· to die in his sin; it is possible for a man to go down into: 
the grave with heart unchanged, wi<th sins unforgiven, and with the ·black· 
record ·of ·his iniquity written ip God's book, awaiting -the ·day of revelation 
and righteous jud'gment of God. I can conceive of nothing more hopeless than 
that. Jesus said: "If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins." 
And .in ·the nature of th'e case there ,can be no hope for a man who thus rejects 
and neglec·ts the gospel to the end of life. I offer this evening no word 0-£· 
encouragement to those who ·beHeve in a future probation. I cannot conceive. 
t·hat it is possible for God to ·do more than He has done: He has emptied: 
Heaven's exchequer; He has invested His all; He has .poured ou·t His own 
life's blood for the redemption of the world; "!.ast of all, he sent unto them his 
Son." You remember how ·in the op.ening c'hapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
the Apostle expounds the .great doc'trine of the es~ential Deity of Christ, of· 
His oneness with the' Father from all eternity, of His ·superiority to all angels; 
and he leads up to this tremendous climax: "For if the word' spoken by angels' 
was stedfast, and every transgression and ,~isobed·ience r·eceived a jus<t recom
pense of reward;··how shall we escape, i·f we neglect so .gr·eat salvation; w~ich' 
at the first 'began to 'be spoken 'by the Lord, and was' confirmed unto us by 
them that heard him; God aI-so bearil1(g them witness, .both wi·th signs and
lv·onders, ·and·· with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost:. according to' 
His own will?" ·God Himself speaking His· last word in .the Per-son df Hii 
Son certified' to His Deity in the resurrection and ascension; witnessing. to the' 
festimony of the witnesses of· that tremendous fact by. ·the: Holy. Ghost sent. 
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down ·from heaven. And .the Scri'pture ·says, in effect, "There is nothing more 
.that ~ven God can do to save a soul from hell." Therefore, ·for a man to reject 
this gospel, to trample under foot the blood of the Lord Jesus, to say "no" at 
1ast ,to the Son of God~there 1S no hope for such an one in ·the future. There 
.is nothing more that God can possibly do. He has no other Son: "He gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever ,believeth in him should not perish, :but have 
everlasting life." 

Well, there is ano,ther sense in which some sorrow hop,elessly. Many I 
have seen standing at the graveside of some they love-a 'Christian mother, a 
Christian .father, or some darling child carried by the angels into the divine' 
Presence, without a shadow ,of a d,oubt as to the glor·ious future of ,the one 
departed: but the man or woman left behind is himself or herself without 
prepa·ration to stand ibefor.e God. It may ·be there is somebody here this evenin.g 
like ,that-you sorrow without .hope ,for yourself, not concerning those who· thave 
gone, but you are unprepared to .follow them into the glory. Bles·sed ,be God, 
you need not sorrow -without hope; for the blood of J.esus Christ, God's Son, 
dean seth from all sin. And it is possible for us to ,be prepared so that we can 
say of all our loved ones a's David did when he dried this eyes and washed and 
asked that .they s-et bread 'before him. W,hen they asked him why he sorrowed 
no ,longer for the child, he said: "Now he is dead, wherefore should I fast?can 
I briIljg him back again? I shall go to him, 'but he shall not return to me." 
Blessed ,be God, ·some of us can say, "I shall ·go to him-or to her; we are on 
·the ·way; we are bound for a city which hath :foundations, whose ,builder and 
,maker is ·God." And we can say, "We know that if our ear,thly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an ,house not made with 
hands, eternal ,in the 'heaV'ens." We haV'e no doubt about the future whatever. 
We shall !go to those who sleep in Christ. 

But is that enough? What was that loved one to you? You tell'me of his 
or ·her mental qualities: you tell me of the moral beauty which characterized 
that, as you think, symmetrically developed and ibeautifully spent life. ,But 
was that all? No. So many times, so many hundreds ·of ·times, I have stood 
first at the ca's,ket and ,then at the graVle when I have seen someone weepin.g 
over some loved form .. I ·cannot join with my 'brethren who make light of the 
body. "I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body ,be preserved entire 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus -Christ." Even in' the Old Testament those 
who died in faith must have had some faint apprehension ·of this ·glorious truth, 
as when Job said: "I know that my redeemer liveth, 'and that ·he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the ·earth: and ,though after my skin worms destroy this 
body, yet. in my flesh shall I see God." Oh, no one but God could 'have taught 
,him that. How careful :those ancient saints were ·o·f the sepulchres of their 
deadl I am glad it was written of Jesus: "He made this grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death." I s'hall never cease to feel ·grateful to the '1 
women who lovingly wrapped His precious :!lody about with fine ,linen and 
em'balmed it with spices, and who went to the Igrave where Jesus was laid. 
And ·since Jesus came ·forth in His resurr,eotion ,body, we have .had a new 
conception of the life to be; for with that body He returned to the Father: He 
actually took a physical body back into the glory with Him. I need not 
remind you this evening of ,those passag,es whkh prove the reality of His 
p'hysical resurr·e,ction: "Behold my hands and my .·feet, that it is I myself; 
handle me, and see; for. a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have." 
You' ·r-emember His word to Thomas: "Reach hither~lhy finger, and 'behold my 
hands; and reach hither, thy hand, and, thrust it into 'my side." "They gave him 

.. a piece of broiled fish, and ·of an ·honeycom'b. ·Anc!. he took it, and did eat 
before them." And He did actually carry His resurrection body into the Glory. 
. . I met at the close of -the service this morning ill ·GlJ.eJilh a certain professor 
'whom I 'had never met before. I left ihurriedly while they were s·inging· the 
last hymn, and I met him outside ,the church. A~d he said, "I want to talk 
with you .for about fifteen minut·es." I said, "You will have to come. down and 
have -lunch with me, so that we can talk as we eat, for I must hurry away." 
And he told me of a certain Movement among the s,tudents-The Student 
Christian Movement-and of his ex·perieRce, gf how in dis.cussion with a certain 
man, this man :had said to bim, "Do you mean to say that Jesus did actually 



I. 

TUne 18, 1925 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (101-) ·5 

go up throu·gh the clouds into the glory?" "W·ell, yes," he said, "'put it that 
way if you like." "Do you think He did actually take His -body up into the 
glory?" He said, "Yes, put it that way if you like. He took His body into the 
presence of Gad." "Well," the doubter said, "where is He now?" My friend 
saio, "Was your grandmother a Christian?" "Yes, sir," replied the doubter. 
"Well, where is her spirit now?" enquired my friend. ae said, "I do not 
know." "Now," continued my friend,. "I ·have told you where my Saviour is,. 
that He arose, that He ascended into the glory, and that He is ·at God's right 
·hand. Where is yours? Where is He ?" We cannot think of Chr.ist in any . 
other terms than those in which He was pleased to manifest ·Himself. He 
clothed Himself with human flesh, and "God, who commanded the light to 
shine @ut of -darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give -the light of the 
knowled·ge of the glory of God.in 'the face of Jesus Christ.". "He that ·hath seen 
me 'hath seen the Father." That is our conception of the future with respect 
to Christ. 

·But what about your loved ones? Where are they? Can you love them 
as disembodied spirits? Can you think of reunion with -them as intangible 
spirits? ,Can you think with joy of meeting them in some sort of spiritual 
realm where they will not ,be clothed with flesh? Do .you say the bodies are 
1I0t raised? There is undoubtedly an intermediate state of which we know but 
little. We only know that to .be absent from the -body is to be present with 
the Lord. I cannot 'conceive of it as be.ing a state of unconsciousness. I cannot 
conceive of an active spirit like that of Paul, which had so heroically served 
his Master, 'saying, "I am in a s'trait -betwixt two, havin(g a desire to de.part, 
and to be wi-th -Christ; which is far 'better: nevertheless to ·abide in the flesh 
is more needful for you," if departure from the body meant a lapse into uncon
sciousness. I have myself wrought with men who did not want to depart, who 
haVoe found a little bit of 'heaven in the service of God here. And yet with all 
his splendid achievements, with all the joy of service, with all his splendid 
powers trained, sanctified, subjected to the will of God, Paul said, "There is a 
realm into which I have had a glimpse, and I would -rather be there than here; 
it is far ·better." 

The story of the sixteenth of Luke sug-gests ,to us that in ,that intermediate 
state, while still there were some brethren upon the ear!h, Dives was in a state 
of cQnsciousness, and so was Lazarus yond-er in A'braham's bosom. There is 
no warrant there for the d·octrine ()f soul sleeping. "To depart, and to be with 
Cohrist; which is far better"-I cannot measure that. You young gentlemen, 
when you Igo to school, learn to count things up, will you? And when you have 
spent fifty years, and you have measured all your astronomical di&tances, ana 
you have proJected yourself to the rim of the univers'e, come and. measure this 
great word, "to depart, and to ·be with Cohrist, which is far better:" It mu·st be 
somet-hing very wondeflful, and yet there is somethinjg -better than that! 
Because the -day is c@ming when the soul ani! the body will -be reunited. Ah, 
'will she forgive me? I think she witl; she is here to-night. . I stood with a 
mother beside her darling boy, and I shall never ,forget when she laid her loving 
hand upon that icy temple, she said, "Pastor, that is death." A:h, yes, it is 
death. And death is an enemy which takes our best and most beautiful out of 
our embrace, and we have no ·redress whatever. But shall we never -see them 
again in fhe flesh? 'Shall we never see ,that -precious body again? Of course we 
shall. _ You say, "I'm ·comforted whenever I read the story of the resurrection.'" 

. You remember how Mat:y supposed Him to D'e the gardener, and said, "Sir: if 
thou have borne him herice, tell me where thbu hast laid him. and I will take 
him away. Jesus said un-to her. M-ary. Shelrturfied' herself. and saith unto 
him, Rabborii; which is 'to say, Master"-a re-cognition on the other .side of 
the gravel And when He comes to break bread, sittinjg at the table, their eyes 
were ·opened,~and (hi\~'y knew Him, and He vanished out of their sight. And 
when they were fishing that morning at daybreak, ·and they saw 'him on the 
shore, 'one keen of vision said, "It is the Lord; 1 knOoW Him-the same Jesus 
I loved 'before He died. And I love Him a thousandfold more to-day." They' 
knew Him in His resurrection power and !glory. 

"Christ the first fruits": He is the type, He is the symbol, He is the pro
phecy, He is the promise, the incarnation of "God, t~at carlllot lie." The Marys" 
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will meet :their loved ones .by and by. But where? where? when'? Some 
friends have been 'talking about healing in the atonement. Is there healing' 
in the atonement? Yes; do not say there is not. But the resurrection is in the 
atonement, too. The redemption of the whole c.reation is in the atonement. 
and -there is as muC'h scriptural ·reason for demanding the immediate resurrec
tion of the body on ··the ground of the atonement as there is for demanding the 
heaHng of the body on the Iground of the atonement. Think it over. Do not 
be carried away 'by every wind of ·doctrine. Every blessing we receiVoe is in 
the atonement. I will tell .you wha·t is in the atonement: everything s'hort of 
hell is in the aton·emen-t-the promise of the ·future, and of the resurrection~ 

. The ,body of our Lord Jesus had the marks of the na·i1s in His hands. 
I remember when I was a c'hild when death came into our family-the only 

occasion in my memory until later years-how just as a li-ttle boy I used to lie 
awake at nights and· dream of the resurrection-a waking dream-wondering 
what it would ,be -like to ·have that little brother back aga·in. I had never .stood 
beside a grave until -then, and I had wondered wha·t it would 'be like. But he 
did not Come ;backl And your loved ones have not come back! and you have 
had a ·lonely, weary time of waiting. The years 'have not fled rapidly. It 
seems so long since they were :here. 

But, my ,brethren and sisters, there is 'hope: "I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even 
as others 'W'hi'Ch ha.ve no hope!' And this is the .·oond,ition: "if we beZieve that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them 8l1s0 wMch sleep in Jesus win God 
'brinlg with .him. For this we say unto you 'by the word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive and remain unto the coming ·of the Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep." There will be some alive who will be on this ear·rh at the 
coming of the Lord, 'but. they shall 'have no advantage over those who are 
asleep: "For ·the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the ,voice of the ar.changel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first." "Christ the first fruits; afterwards they that are Christ's at his 
coming." . 

'I'here is a day of a-eunion, and it is inseparably connected with the coming 
Of our Lord Jesus Christ. Wihether there is reoogn-l·tion !between tJhose who 
'have departed in t·hat intermediate state, we cannot certainly 'say, but it would 
appear that there ~s. If across that gulf Dives recognized Lazarus in Abr'a
lia'm's bosom, even before the. resurrection, recognized him as quite distinct· 
and 'se'parate from all others, identified 'him as one he had known u.pon earth. 
it would seem that even in that intermediate sta·te there is recognition. ·But 
the perfection of redemption will be realized when soul and body ar·e reunited, 
when our whole spirit, soul, and body are pres'ented "faultless, before the 
presence of 'his glory." 

Now, that is all connected with the coming of our Lord Jesus. Let n'o one 
rob 'us of this ".blessed ·hope." I 'Iove to think of His .comillJg down t'he sky. I 
do not know when it will be. I remember Spurgeon saying that for himself 
'he .could not say that 'he ·desired to be among othose who were alive and remain 
at the ·coming of the Lord. He said that he would prefer even to pass through 
the article of death that he mtght enter ·thus, in some measure, into the experi
ence of Jesus. But we 'shall :all 'be changed; we s'hall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be c·hanged. And I would insist upon tha·t, notwithstand·ing the mystery 
which surround's ~ot-and we cannot be positi·ve of many things; we cannot be 
wise beyond that which is written; we should ,be content with that which God 
'has been ·pleased to reveal to us,-there is a day coming when our ·Lord Jesus 
will'return, arid' He will Bririg'with Him those who sleep in Jesus. . 

W.hy is it ·then that inen are so opposed to this doctr·ine of the "blessed 
·hope"? Why is' it 'that men are so opposed ,to the proclamation of 'this great 
·truth in 'our day? I cannot tell, unless it be a further mhW'ation of the ,truth 
that "the 'carnal mind is .enmity againsot God: for ~t is not subject to ·the ·Iaw 
of·God, n-either indeed can .be." .our Lord Jesus said: "Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, 'believe also in me. In my Father's house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have ·told you. I ·go to prepare a 
place f·or you.' And' if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again; and 
receiVe you unto myself." 'Oh, what a joy it will be, what a glorious meeting 

I . , 

"I 

.j 

J 
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that will be when those who sleep in Jesus shall return triump'hantly'with the 
LordI It is the only hope of ,the bereaved. ,Can you give any comfort to 
anyone 'on ,any other ground -than this? "T'hen we which are alive and remain 
shall be caUjght up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." SiI~ and sorrow at an end, no 
more crying, no more tears, no more infirmities of the fleS'h: with perfect 
bodies, with sanctified spirits and renewed minds, we shall 'be with Him, and 
"we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." I think of some whom 
I do not want to see ,precisely as I saw them last. I am glad they are going to 
have new bodies. I would have relieved them of .pain, and so would you. And 
with s'treaming eyes and, aching hearts, you 'have said, "At last the long fight 
is ·over. They are at rest. And I am glad for -their sakes they are delivered 
from their pain." But to have them back again, with bodies like unto those 
we knew in earlier years, 'but glorified, 'and ,fashi·oned like unto His glorious 
body, what a meeti11{g ,·that will ,bel 

Are ,there any here this evening who are without t,hat ",blessed hope"? 
Any man or woman 'here who has loved ones yonde!;', arid yet you ar,e not ready 
to meet them? Anyone here who, if you were called to-night, would die in 
your sin? A'h, it is an almost forgotten doctrine, ,but it is terribly truel I 
at least know of no way whereby any human soul can be prepared for that 
great d·ay but through the washing of regeneration,· and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, and the cleansing of ,the ,precious ·blood. How many are -there 
here this evening, I wond,er, to whom this is a "blessed 'hope"? I wish those 
of you who believe that Jesus is coming again would tell everybody about it. 
And let me ask if there is one who desires to be numbered amon)g. those who 
shall be ready when the Lordi shall. come? Somebody said to me last Sunday 
night, I wish you had given ,the invitation 'before yeu announced the hymn. I 
give it now. Is there anybody here this evening who desires to know Jesus 
Christ as Savi'our, and ,to ,be ready to meet Him when He comes? Let us pray. 

'OUR NEW ANNEX. 
Our .gr-owing Bible School 'has called "fo~ action. For s'ome time .past sev

eral o:f the departments have been crowded far beyond comfort, particularly 
for hot weather. If, in these d,epartments, there is to be ,further extension, 
'arger accommodation is .necessary. Careful considera·tion was ·given the. prob
lem by the Deacons' Board; and at a specially called Business Meeting of the 
church, Tuesday eveninJg, June 9th, a recommendation was presented, dis
cussed, and adopted, in accordance with which the chu'rch authorized the pur
cha:se of the house and 16t next door to our present .prop·er-ty 'on Ja:rvis Street, 
a:t a C'ost 'of $23,000.00. By a few simple changes, the 'building 'thus acquired cail 
be made to give larger and more cO!J1'for-table accommodation to the three 
jU'nior d'epartments 'of our Bible School, and incidentally, relieve 'the con'g'estion 
ill 'the main 'building. The addition,al lot will also ,be a va'~uab'le asset in ·the 
event of a possible bullding extension in the future. The papers con.firming 
the .purchase are being signed this week, ' 

In order to meet the financial obligation involved, and also to provide for' 
certain other improvemen.ts and additions to our church equipment, an earnest 
appeal is being made tp every member of the church and 'Bible School to' 
c'ontribute toward a Building and Improvement Fund over ana above other 
regular ,contributions t,6: missions and church ,mairitenance, with a vie:w to 
raising $32,000.00 within two years, $16,QOO:00 eliL.,.ch yeart .. Already there has been 
an encouraging· response.' It is :hoped shortly to· enlist the sl1"ppor-t of the 
eli'tire Church and SchooL We trust none will fail <to rally to the call. Those who have much wiir'gladly give liberally; those who 'have Iitde wiII give what 
they can. The Lord will surely bless the 'gifts as He did the widow's two 
mites, and multiply them as He 'did the loaves and fishes. :All 'members of the 
CHurch and School are urged to fill up a subscripfion 'card at 'o'nce, so as to 
minimize the .task of the canvassers. . 

!I-f any (Jof the ,fJriends clf ou:r W()l'k, w.ho are noOt memlberSl, 'Ill" out~f-totw.n 
read!ers ()if The GospeZ Witness, .;feel 'led to hel&! in llb1.s enen'lJli()n work, please· 
t.orward 'gi~ ,00 T-he tph,uol'Cih Offroe, 130 Gerrard! 1St. iEast.· 
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The publiC3ltion of this p;lj)er a-s a missionary entel'lPrise is made {l;Ossible by the gifts of 
members of Jarvis Street Ohurch and others, Bnd' is sent to subscnbers by mail for $2.00 
(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we eaU be grateful for any thank-offering you may be able to send to The Witness Fund at 
1m)' time; a.nd especiaIIy for your prayers ·tha·t the messajl'e of The Witness may be used b:y: 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the ·salvatlon of souls, and the exa:ltation Of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hope to add to our f.ree UBt, from ·time to time, 
the mmes of !nimsters at home and mlSSIOnaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
PSALM NINETY-TWO. 

Our psalm is entitled, "A Song for the Sabbath Day." It is well to keep 
the voice in tune; and there is no time when singing is more fitting than on ,the 
sa.bbath day_ The divine .purpose of .the rest day is misunderstood when it is 
made other than a musical pause in life's round of labour. 

But what shall we sinlg; about on .the sa'bbath day? How shall we leave 
the cares of the week, all the per,plexities, and disappointments of life behind 
us, and meet the Lord's day in bright and .buoyant spirits with a song in our 
mouths? Would that weary men and women would recognize that that is the 
pur-pose of -the sabbath principle: it is designed for rest and recuperation I We 
must put down ou.r .burden at the sa'bbath-stage of our upward climb; we must 
have time and opportunlty to stand unburdened and upright, and take along 
a perspective view of life; we must pause in our journey to draw breath and 
take ·heart again_ Hence the sa'bbath with its opportunity ;for praise. 

And if we still ask, How shall we exchange the spirit of heaviness for the 
garment of praise? -there is but one answer: Seek 'help of Him Who is anointed 
for this very purpose, and to ·give to us ·beauty for ashes and ·the oil of joy 
for mourning. And again we say, the sabbarh is designed to give us an espe
cially favourable op:portunity to meet Him. Our psalmist says, "It is a good 
thing to ,give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, a 
most High: to shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy fai.thful
ness every n~ght. Upon an instrument ·of ten strings, and upon the psaltery; 
upon -the har.p with a solemn sound." 

I. 
The inspiration for song, and the source of all true gladness, will be found 

in .the works of the Lord: "For thou, Lord, 'hast made me glad through thy 
work; I will triUmph in the works of thy hands. 0 Lord, how great are thy 
works! and thy thoughts are very deep:' 

The day is ill-spent which does not lead us to a contemplation of things 
divine. To sing -this sabhath song, we must engage in appropriate sabbath.' 
meditation. Whoever compels us to think of other things, robs us of our rest 
day; for there is no way of insurinlg the gladsomeness of the day but by giving 
our minds to a gladsome subject. Let us .turn from doubtful records of human 
success, and from ·more reliable records of human .sin and sorrow, to the record 
of divine achievement . 

. We must begin always with ·the triumph of 'Christ: "I will triumph in the 
works of thy hands"; "He that .is entered in10 his r~l>t, he also hath ceased 
from his own works as God. did from his." There is no true sabbath rest for 
anyone until he sees that at least one work is "finish~il". We may ·be depre'ssed 
with a sense of failure in many directions; .but in ·one sense we may rest in 
gladness and cease from our own works as God did from His. Red·emption's 
work is "finished"; and we triumph in 1he work of His pierced hands, and for: 
this "it is a good thing to give thanks unto ·the Lord, and to sing praises unto 
thy name, 0 most High; to shew forth thy lovingkindness in -the morning, and 
thy faithfulness every night." 

II . 
. The next lesson is this, that such sabbath-singing is an art which must 

be learned. It is not everyone who knows how to use a 'holiday to advantage. 

.J, 
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It is very often a. period of dissipation, instead of recuperative change. And it 
is possible to ,go to church every Sunday and miss the joy and inspiration of 
real sabbath-keeping; to remain on the low level of life, and never to 'breathe 
the air 0;£ the u.plands. 

This sabbath glad'ness is not inspired ,by super,ficial observ,ation. We know 
that Nature herself is an inspiration to praise to the devo'ut soul: the birds of 
the .air, the lilies of the field, the "rain ·from heaven and fruitful seasons", may 
all be occasions for song. But these are the simple ai·rs, the initial breathin'g 
exercises ·of the praiseful soul. The great masterpieces, Messiah's orations, 
are learned only 'by much study. 

Let us hear what this singer saith: "0 Lord, how great are thy worksl 
and ·thy thoughts are very deep." What is ·he now talking about? What ·are 
these great works? and what these deep thoughts? Something that require' 
spiritual' scholarship to doiscern: "A brutish man knoweth not; neither 'doth 
a fool understand this." I,t is more than the divine wonders in the material 
world. "A -brutish man" can ,be thankful for. a good harvest which promises' 
material prosperity; and the "fool", the self-coni&dent mind that feels secure in 
his own resources of knowledge, can understand enough to .praise a Pr·ovi
dence that prevents a famine. But the thanksgiving and praise whick are not 
si1ence~ whert the fig tree does not .blossom; and there is no fruit on t~e 
vine; when the labour of the olive ··fails, ·and the fields yield' no meat; when the 
flock is cut ·off from the fold, and there is no herd in the stalls,-the thanks~ 
giving and praise which only swell in Tolume and are enriched in tunefulness by 
conditions like . these, "a brutis'h man knoweth not; neither d'oth a fool under
stand this ... · . . 

The "brutish man" is not necessarily the bestial man o.f appetite: he is' 
the man of· "the carnal mind"; a man who is absorbed in the mindinjg of the 
things of the flesh, of time, and sense; he is the ,practical materialist. And 
the "fool" is -literally the self-confident soul, the l'jationalist who feels no need 
of divine illumination. These ·have no access to such sources o:f inspiration as 
make the sahbatlt a day of high :and holy joy. The "great works" and the 
"deep thcl1:1·ghts" Qf God, they do not unders,tand. There are some people to 
whom the day of ·the Lord is· a day of irksome duty, and ·of little gladness; 
there are· others to whom, though a day of strenuous labour 3Jld consequent 
physic'al weariness, it is a day of pure and holy joy, of spiritual refreshment, 

'. of ,heavenly' rapture, and of divine communion. These are the uneducated
: and .the e'du~cated among the children of God. Education, in the true sense, 
"is not merely materially utilitarian after the German stand·ard, the "Kultur" of 

• efficiency. True education is an enlargement of me, an extension of intellec
tual and spiritual commerce: "This is life eternal, that they mi'ght know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." 

Are we ~o ~e content, then, with only the most element.ary education in 
spiritual thing!!?' We say we like the simple songs, the thanksgivinjg psalms 
which r.equire Httle spiritual-learning to understand and sing. That is because 
we d·o not ,knC?w the rapture of soul experienced by those who are swept on 
by the divine· harmonies of th. great· master,pieces-some of them in a minor 
key!, . W·e heard one say once, "I ·prefer the simple songs which anyone can 
sing~" A musician standing by replied, "You would like the others better if 
you knew how fo sing them." And that is true: 

. '". 

"Oh, could I speak the matchless worth, 
Oh; could I sound the' glories ,forth 

'Which in my Saviour shine, 
. I'd 'soar, and touch the 'heavenly strings, 

,1 l. And vie with Gabriel while he sitJIgs, 
In notes almost divine," '(,'0' 

Besides, ·we. shall come to a place' where only the well-trained soul can sing 
at all, even on' the sabbat·h day. We do not think so? When the office is 
closed, and the cares of the week are behind us, shall we be content with 
the A.B.C? The sabbath is not a day for exertion, in any event! But do we 
not know that there are times when God:s deep thoughts are·the only thoughts 
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which can be set to music? Then the brutish man and the fool are silen·t, the 
carnal mind, and the worldly-wise, can find no occasion for song. 

But what is our p'salmist singing a'bout this sabbath day? "0 Lord, how 
great are thy works! and .thy thoughts are very deep." But he is not singing 
of tMngs now. "Thy righteousness .is like thegre&t mountains; th:y judgments 
are a great deep." He is in t-he moral realm now: he is singing of.righteousness 
and judgment. Does ,that matter? Must we learn something about t'hat? All 
our business without it is valueless; all our securities are nothinlg but "scraps 
of ,paoper". What of God's deeper thoughts? . 

Here is an example of a sU'bject that does not readily yield to lyric treat· 
ment; it is not a theme one can easily turn into a song of thanksgivi11lg: "When 
the wicked spring as the grass, ·and when all the workers of iniquitY'do flourish." 
Here is ·one of life's puzzling ·spectacles, ·the prosperity of the wicked, .the 
ap.parent profitableness of wrong-doing; and in contrast with that, the costli-
lIess of righteousness. We cannot get away from that at any time. Job, and • ~ 
David, and Jeremiah, nearly stumbled ·there; and for a while they stopped • 
singing. It is hard for Israel to sing at 'brickmakilljg, and when Pharaoh is in 
hot ·pursuit with his chariots of war; it is hard for David ,to sing when Absalom 
springs like the grass, and all Israel turns ·a·fter him; it is hard for Mordecai 
to sing when Haman is building the gallows. And when Modernism seeks to 
destroy ·the Word of God-why does not God intervene, and blast His enemies 
with lightnings from the sky? When this colossal evil'strides forth to war-
who s'hall give thanks now? W·hat are we to ·believe now? . 

"Here is somethinlg," says our psalmist. "that the .brutish man knoweth 
not, neither doth the fool understand this." Here is one of God's great works, 
one ·of His deep thoughts: He allows evil to flourish 'and destroy itself; He 
allows wickedness to commit suicide; He allows Haman to complete the 
gallows for his own destruction; Absalom is permitted to stampede the men 
of Israel, that in the mad rush of ambition his 'glorious hair may 'proye' the 
hangman's halter. Pharaoh is ·permitted .to ·assemble al1 his forces, and with 
all the military power of Egypt, pursue after Israel; and God did nothing but 
make a road for Israel to run away until Pharaoh was in 'the' midst of the seal 
-then He "looked" upon the Egyptians, and they were destroyed for ever. 
. They who sin'g of God's deep thoughts will go ·on singin;g, "Bq.t thou, 
Lord, art most high for evermore." His ·enemies shall perish, 'but the righteous 
shal1 flouris·h: "The' wicked spring as the 'grass . . . the righteous shall 
flourish like the palm ·tree: he shall grow like oa cedar in Lebanon"; "They 
shall still bring ·forth fruit in old age; they shal1 be fat 'and .flourishi11lg; to 
shew that the Lord is upright: ·he is my rock, and there is 'no unrighteousness 
i.n him." God will give proof of this. There'fore, "it is a gO'od ·thing to give 
thanlcs unto the Lord, and 1'0 ·sing praises unro 1:hy name, 0 most High." 

A DIVIDED HOUSE. 
A Statement 'PutVorth by the Wotld's Christian Funda~entals Association in 

·its Seventh Annual Convention at 'Memphis, Tenn., May 3 to .10, 1923 •. 
"As much as lieth in you, l·ive peaceably with all men", and we, the World's 

.Christian Fundoamentals Association have endeavored to heed I this scriptural 
admonition, 'but there comes a time in the history of othe churcH, as weI! as in 
the :history of nat-ions, when the eriemy makes an attack ·and there is no =1-lter
'lIlafive ·but to declare a 'defensive war. God Hims·elf declared war on Satan and 
his kingdom when He gave ·,to -i:i1~ world His first proni.ise of a coming Messiah 
(Gen. 3:15), and in the lanlgua·ge 'of the Apostle Paul '(Ep·h. 6:12), "We wrestl.e 
not against flesh and blood, but ·against principal·iti-es, ag=1-ip.M ·po~ers, against 
the rulers ·of the darkness of ·this world, against spiritual wickedness in !hi·gh 
places." Therefore, we find our justification for waging ,this warfare in Holy 
Writ itself: "Beloved, when I gave all 'diligence .to write unto you of ·the com· 
mon salvation, it was 'needful for me to write unto you and exhort yoil that yf! 
should earnestly contend tor ·the faith which was once for ·all delivered unto 
the sa1nts." . (Jude 3). . 

Christianity 'has .come to 'the cross-roads. We. have 'Come ,to Mo~nt Car-
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'mel arid THE ISSUE IN THI-S PRESENT 'CONFLlCT IS THE WORD 
'OF GODl 

W·hat Deism was to its ·day, German rationalism is to this present hour. 
It is the rejuv.enation of the ancient Gnosticism, which ·attacked the authori·ty 
and deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, again~t which teaching the Apostle Paul 
wrote (Col. 1: 15-18), "who is the image of ,the invisible God, the firs·tborn of 
every creature; ·for 'by him were all things created,. that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they ,be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or q)owers; all things were created by him and for ·him, and he is 
'before all things, and by Him all things consist. And, He is ,the head of the 
body, the clJurt;h; who is ,the beginning, the firstborn ,from the dead; that in 
all things He might have the preeminence." 

Entrenched in' 'Our Schools. 

Christianity has been the patron as well as ,the pioneer of 'higher education. 
The great universities of this country were found·ed iby Christian s'cholars and 
endowed by Christian men ·and women. .Harvard, Yale, !Brown, Princeton, 
Dartmouth, Vanderbilt and others owe t·heir origin to :the !libors and sacrifices 
'<if Christian pe~ple. . 
. All true Fundamentalists not only welcome but bid 'God'speed to all scien
tific discoveries and research. The world owes an everlasting -debt of jgrati
tude -to that gr.eat· and honorable 'body of men, the true scien~ists, who have 
given their lives in r·esearch and in labors, having as their chief reward the 
satisfaction that they have contri,buted ,to ,the world's progress and alleviated 
the sufferings :o'f mankind. 

Not only is there. no conflict 'bet>~"een the supernaturally inspired Scriptures 
:and sci.ence, whi~h' is "know~ed,ge .gained an-d verifie-d 'by exact observation," 
'but intelligent 'Christians and true scientists agree that every discovered fact 
'orily confirm!l an!! estab'lishes the 'Word of God. 

Therefore, the ,protests of Fundamentalists are not aga1nst higher ·education 
or true science" but 'ajgainst science falsely so~called; not agaipst facts, but 
agains·t assumed and changing .hypo,theses which are unsupported 'by evid.ence 
either in t'he realm of religion .or science. 

The citadel of the false teaching of this hour, as ~ou].d "be eJepected, is in 
our educational institutions; not only in institutions of higher learning but in 
the public .grad·e scltools; no,t only in !i·tate institutions .'but in denominational 
institutions; not 'only is it foun'd in the leCtures of the professors, but in the 
.textbooks .on science and philoso-phy with which our schools are just now 
'flooded. . 

While we are for efficiency and economy in 'administration, and while 'we 
'favor the highes~ st~n'dard of scholarship, yet we look with Igrave apprehension 
<:in the present tl-ay JDovement to force all our educati.onal inst·itutions, univer
sities,' colleges, and grade schools, to conform to certain and inexorable 
stan-dards of education, which .standarif.s were first ."made in Germany'" and 
later approvetl ahd 'enlaI1ged by Ohicago Univ.ersioty. . 

The so-called "higher cri·ticism," 'Which is better designated "destructive 
.criticism," rece·ived 'its greate'SIt momentum in this country with the establish
ment of the University .of -Chicago ~n 1892. In the wo-rds of an a.ble Christian 
.statesman and eH'itor, w~ 'have 'brought before us th~.,menace of the Rockef,eller 
Foundation Fund::' . 'It., ,.} , . , 

"Some inont~~ ago one of the most diSltinguished .physi.cians ·of Baltimore 
told me that the 'Hopkins-and I think he meant mainly :the Ho.pkins Hospital 
-had received $9'.0.0.0;.0.0.0 from the Rockefeller interests and that no man con
nected with the i~d1:ii:ution dareii voice any opinion, contrary to the instruc~ions 
from one man in 'New York who dominates the situation. 

"I 'have nevet: 'discussed 'Mr. Rockefeller's motives, but I have vigorously 
'attacked th'e wisd-pm. of 'Southern institutions puUing themselves under such 
'obligations to the, ,General Education Board, or to any 'other great financial 
interest which corlld seek to shape the ·policy of ~ts teachers and d:ominate the 
doctrines that. tll~;r. would 'teach: You can readily unders.fand that when !In 
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institution has received a larg.e -amoun·t of money from the \8"overnme.t, or 
from the General Education Board, that almost inv.oluntarily its ·officials win 
follow suggestions that come from such a governmental de~artment or frona 
such a financial organization. 

"I said once that if all the evils charged against business . combinations or 
trusts were as great as ·had been ,claimed, yet these evils in the aggregate would 
be small in comparison with the evils in education that could ,be' brought ahout 
by such l8'igantic sums of money :helping to shape the educa-tional influences 
of the country; and· I added that if all the coal and the iron and the oil were 
held within the gr-asp of a few .people the power for evil wou\d not be near so 
g·reat as the power for evil if any great combination of capital should get its 
hands upon the educational work of the coun·try. 

"In the matter of ,the material d'evelopment we might be .able to save our
selves from ruin, but in the m3lt'ter of educational work under the influence of, 
or direction of a Department of Education in Washington,' or of such great 
combinations of capital as the Carne·gie Foundation, the Carnegie Pension 
System, or the .General Education Board,· all the educational life of the <:ountry 
might ·be shaped to .the views of the few people who contr,ol these great in
terests. And as the spirit is greater than the body, so is rijght education greater 
than material prosperity. 

The Harvest of Rationalism. 

First of all, it strikes at the tap-root of autlaority. It c,l.enies authority in. 
government; it denies authority in reI-igi·on; it denies authority in morals; it 
denies authority in the 'home. W'hat Bols'hevism is in governmen,t, 'even so is 
present day modernism ·or rationalism in ·reHgion. 

The moment a personal ·God is denied, the sense of man's accountability 
to any being higher t'han himself is abolished and immorality and iniquities of 
all ,kinds are the sure result. When the authority and inspired integrity of the 
Bible is disputed, the .basis of morals dissolves and society' and· government 
alike are not menaced only-they are on the way to ·ruin. . 

Some time ago a great Paris paper, "L'Universe", sanely said': 
"The spirit of peace has fled the earth because evolution has taken posses~ 

sion of it. T'he plea for peace in ·past years has ·been inspired by faith in the 
Divine nature and in the Divine origin of man. Men were then looked up"n as 
children of one Fat·her and! war, therefore, was fratricide .. But now ,that men 
are looked upon as children of ·apes, what ma,tters it wh·ether they 'be 'slaUlgh-
tered or not?" • . 

If the doctrine, "the survival of the fittest," be true, slaughter. of weaklings 
only aids the race. History records how kindred relations once wrecked 
France and ,brought on the "Reign of Terror." It is impossible to suppose 
that the ·biological theory now ,being advocated in the schools of America in the 
name of Science can produce other or less harmful results. "Survival of the 
fittest" is a so'£t sounding phrase, but when interpreted in the Hght of the 
"strUjggle for existence" it results in a code 'of individual and of international 
ruffianism and presages an Armageddon. 

In the hetginnings of this bitter contest, even Fundamentalis,ts believed 
that liberal !preachers and teachers did not comprehend either the definite 
dire·ction of their theories or the final conclusions of the same, but the contro
versy itsdf has eventuated. in a cJear declaration on their part that they now 
fully und·erstand 'both and. yet are ready to push their ·c·cmtention of rationalism 

'. to the point of enforcing a cleavage. _. . 
Beyond debate, "The Chris,tian Century" is the outstanding journal of 

modernism in.America. In an editorial of January 3, 1924 .. ~tqis journal &ays: 

"Christianity, according ,to Fundamentalism, is on.e'religion. Chri!ltian
ity, according to Modernism, is another religion. Which is the true religion 
is .t·he question that is to be settled in all probability by our generation for 
.future ·generatiol,1s. There is a clash 'here as profound and as grim as 
'between Christianity and Con'fucianism. Amiahle words ·canriot 'hide the 
differences. 'Blest 'be the tie" may be sung till doomsday. ·but it cannot 
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·bind these worlds to;gether. The God of the Fundamentalist is one God; 
the God of the Modernist is another. The Christ .of <the Fundamentalist is 
one Christ; the 'Christ of the Modernist is another. The Bible of Funda
mentalism .is ·one Bible; the Bi.ble of Modernism is another. The church, 
the kingdom, the salvation, ,the 'consumma-tion of all thingll-these are one 
thing t,o Fundamentalists and another thing ·,to Modernists. Which God 
is the ,Christian God,. which 'Christ is the Christian -Ohrist, which Bible is 
-the 'Christian Bible, which church, .which kingdom, which salvation, which 
·consummation are the Christian church, the ,Christian kingdom, the Chris
tian salvation, the Ohristian consummation? The ·future will tell." 

It is nothing less than amazing that any intelHgent man, facing a declaration 
Hke this, should argue fUri'her ,for compromise with this apostasy, or should 
talk of pea'ce betw.een faith and un·belief. 

How Shall it be Met? 

The World's Christian Fundamentals Association, 'composed of men and 
women who believe in the authority of an in'fallible Bible, hereby declares a 
truceless war 'on the worst and most destructive form of infidelity that time 
has ever witnessed since Satan first questioned the Divine Word in the Garden' 
of Eden. W·e ·call upon our fellow 'Ohristians, our fellow pastors-ministers of 
Jesus Christ,. and upon all teachers of the Holy Scriptures, to join with us 
not only in contending .for the faith, but in proclaimin:g it in no uncertain 
sound. "Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, <that ye may be 
'a:ble to withstand in the evil d,ay, and having done all, to stand. Stand, there
fore, ,having your loins ,girt about with truth, and" ,having on the breastplate 
of righteous.nes~; and your feet shod with the .preparation of the gospel .oi 
peace; a,bove all -taking ,the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench 
all ,the fiery darts -of the wicked, and ta-ke ·the helmet of salvation and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God." (Eph. 6: 13-17) . 

.on the very .points of difference mentioned ,by these opponents of Chris
tiani,ty dwelling within her camp, whose rationalistic conceptions d.eny .the 
inspiration of the Bible, the personality o-f God, the Virgin Birth and Deity 
of Jesus, the, efficacy of His atoning blood, t'he neces·sity of regeneration and 
the certainty Qf the resurrection and return of our Lord, Fundamentalists hold: 

Of <the Scriptures, that the Holy Bible was written 'by men supernaturally 
inspired; that it has, truth without any admixture of error for its matter; that 

.. as or~ginally w.ritten it js both 'historically and scientific'ally true and correct; 
. and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the a·ge, the ·only .complete 

and final revelatien of the will of God to man; .the true center of Christian 
union and <the supreme standard by WRich all human 'cond'uct, creeds and 
.opinions should be tried. 

Of the true God, that there is one and only one living and true God, an 
infinite, intelligent Spirit, -the maker and supreme ruler ,of heaven and earth; 
inexpressibly -glorious in :holiness, ·and worthy of all possible honor, confidence 
and love; that in the unity of <the Godhead there are ~hree persons, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ghost, equal in· every ·divine perfecti-on 'and executing 
distinct but· harmonious ·offices in the great work of redemption. 

Of the' cr·eation, -tha't -the Genesis account oIf cr.eation is to be accepted 
literally, and not allegorically or figuratively; that.! man was .created directly in 
God's own image and after His own likeriess; that m~n's creation was not a 
matter of ev·olution or evolutionary change ·~f species, or development through 

. interminable periods ·ofl·time from lower to ·higher forms; that all animal and 
vegeta:ble life was. made d·irectly, and God's established ·law was they should 
bring forth only "after their kind." . 

Of the .fall of man, that man was ,created in the image ·of God,l that he 
sinned and thereby inclllrred not only physical death but also that spiritual 
death which is separation from God; and that all human beings are born with 

." a sinful natur.e, and in the case of -these who reach moral responsibility, become 
sinners in thought, word and deed. . 

Of the Virgin Birth, tha.t' Jesus Christ was 'begotten 9f the Holy Ghost 
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in a miraculous manner; born of Mary, a virgin, as no other man was ever 
born or can ever be born, and that He is 'both ·the Son of God, and God the Son. 

Of the atonement Lor sin, that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace 
through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God, who by the appointment of 
·the Father, freely took upon Him our nature, yet without sin, honored the 
divine law 'by His personal obedience, and by His death made a full and vica
rious atonement ·for our sins; that His atonement .consisted not in setting us 
an exampJ.e .by His death as a martyr, but was the voluntary sU'bstitution .f 
Himselif 'in the sinner's ·place, the Just dying for the unjust, Christ ·the Lo·rd 
bearing our sins in His own body on the tree; that, haviIJjg risen from ·the d·ead, 
He is now /enthr.oned in heaven, and uni·ting in His wonderful person the ten
derest sympathies with divine .perfection, He is every way qualified to be a 
suita.ble, a compassionate and an all-sufficient Saviour. 

Of the new creation, ·that in order to 'be saved, sinners must be born again; 
that the new 'birth is a new crea·tion in ·Christ Jesus; that it is instantaneous 
and not a process; that in the new birth the one d·ead in trespass'es and in sins 
is made a .partaker of the divine nature and r.eceives· et·ernal life, the free gift 
of God; that the new creation is br·ought about in a mann«;r above our com
prehension, not by culture, not by character, no.r by .the will of man, but wholly 
'and solely 'by the power of the Holy Spirit in connection with· d'ivine truth, se 
as to secure our voluntary ·obedience to ·the gospel; that its proper evid·ence 
appears in .the holy ·fruits of repentance· and fai·th and newness of· life. 

Olf the resur.rection and return of 'Christ, that th·e crucified' body of oUl"' 
Lord was raised from the grave and He ascended into Heaven, aIld in- His· 
present life ·tpere. for us is our Hig·h Priest and Advocate; and that ·the Scrip
tures teach the. imminent, bodily., visible; .p·ersonal return .of 'Christ to establis,h· 
His reign on the earth, and to judge the living and the dead. " . 

Since it is historically certain th:lt these churches and schools before m.en
tioned ar·e the direct product of the ·old .faith, were ·founded and have 'been in 
the main supported by Fundamentalists, we believe that any ethical conscience 
would sUgJgest to the liberals of this hour that they withdraw fr·om the' evan
gelical and Trinitarian fold and build a church upon the basis .of t·heir new· 
philosop·hy, and ·establish their own schools. I 

It is not in ·the least likely that one of these men, many of whom are both 
s·cho.lars and .gentlemen, would argue in favo.r of lforcIbly occupying a 'home' 
built by another, and by ei·ther false pretences or phy'sical powers compel -the. 
rightful owner to quit it altogether, or to live in it in daily and increasin.g 
disco.mfort. Pr·otestant churches are the natural ·ho.me of evangelical Chris~ 
tian~ty, ·hitherto undeniably owned and occupied 'by it. 

One of Three Courses. 

Prof. J. Gres'ham M~chen, of Princeton Theolo.gical. Seminary, ha,s sanely 
said: 

"Paganism has made many effo.rts .to disrupt the Christian faith, but never' 
a m~re insistent o.r a more insidious effort ·than it is making to-day. 

"T-her·e are three possible attitudes which you may take in the present co.n
flict. In the first 'place, you may stand for Christ. That is the best. In the 
sec·o.nd place, you may stand for anti-Ohristian Mod·ernism. That is the next 
best. II). the thlrd place, you may be .neutral. Th-at is perhaps worst ·o.f all. 

"The worst sin to.-day is .to. say that yo.u atgree with the ·Christian faith 
and believe in the Bible, and then ;ma~e co.mmo.n cause with these who. ·d.eny 
the basic facts of Christianity. Never was it lUo.re obviously true that he that 
is net. with ·Chris.t is 'against Him." 

Separation Inevitable. 

The· time has- come when Fund·amentalists and Modernists should no' 
'Ionger ·remain in the. same fold, fer how eaR t~ walk together except t'hey be. 
agreed?' T-lierefore we call up ~n. all. Fundamentalists of all. denominations to· 
pessess .their souls with ho.ly bo.ldness and. challenge every· false teac'her, 
whether he ·be,·prOfessor. iII a deno.mInational schoo.l or state· scho.ol·; whether 
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he be editor of a r'eligious publication or the secretary of a deno.minationat. 
board; and whether he be a pastor in a pulpit in the homeland.or a missionary 
on -the foreign field. 

The Coming Revival. 
All the signs of- this present hour point to one of two things. Either an 

incr,easing at>ostacy and falling away to. ·the utter 'breakdown of civilization, or 
a Igreat spiritual awakeni~g.. Let us pray, hope, believe, expect and look for a 
great revival. We ,be1~eve. it is possible ,for the world to witness again mighty 
spiritual awakenings as in the days of our fathers. . 

God remains the same yesterday, -to-day and forev,er, and not one jot or' 
tittle Qif the Bible has been changed. 

. 

W. B. RILEY, 
J. FRANK NORRIS, 
WILLIAM JENNINGS B'RY AN." 
ALBERT SIDNEY JOHNSON, 
L. W. MUNHALL, 
W¥. L. PETTINGILL, 
LEANDER S. KEYSER, 
T. T. SHIELDS, 
P. W. PHILPOTT. 
STEWART P. MacLENNAN, 
CHARLES A. BLANCHA~D . 

P~~N:E~ 13~:PTI~T MINISTERS AND DR. FOSDICK. 
We print below resolutions ,passed by the Denver Bap.tist Ministers' C"n

ference respecting Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick and Park Avenue Church: 

Resolutions Unanimously Adopted by the Denver Baptist Ministers' 
Conference. 

Fran~ E. Eden, PreS,. Rutherford L. Decker, Vice-Pres. 
" , Walter L. Jaeger, Sec. and Treas. 

WHEREAS, the Park Avenue Ba'ptist Ohurch of New York City, a church 
which has in its membership men pr'ominently identified, through financial, 
ability and ,otherwise, with many of our denominational interests, has openly' 
committed itself to the ,principle of inclusiv:e membership and to the support 
and promulgation of the modernistic views olf Doctor Harry Emerson F,osdick, 
itll. pastor-elect, and 

WHEREAS, ,the inclusive princi:ple and the modernistic d·octrines are so 
manifestly contrary to the plain teaching of t,he New Testament, declared by 
the Northern Baptist Convention ,to be its ·only and all-sufficient "g.round of 
fai·th and practice", and su'bversive of historic Baptist practice and, faith, and . 

WHEREAS, silence on the part of Baptists affiHating with the Northe,rn 
Baptist Convention cou-ld he construed as their endorsement of the inclusive 
memberS'hip princi.ple and modernistic doctrines openly espoused by the 'said 
past'or-elect, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

First, that the present un,fortunat.e d'enominational situation demands -that 
we re-affirm and openly declare our implicit confidence in the holy scriptures 
as the very word 'of God-"our only ground of faith and practice"; our un
sbaken conviction that the'scriptures of the New Testament plainly teach the 
essential deity, virgin birth, sinless Hfe, substituti,onary sufferings unto death: 
bo:dily resur.rection, personal mediatorial reign, and visible bodily return in 
glory, according to ,promise, of our bless,ed Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ; 
salvation by grace, apart from works, upon the sole condition of repentance: 
towards God and faith in Christ who tasted death for e~ery man, suffering the 
just ,for the unjust that he might bring us to God; the immersion of only such 
as have repen-ted of their s'ins and have accepted Christ as a personal Saviour; 
and that 'believer's immersion precedes church fellowshifl. 

Second, that we use a\1. honorable means to p~event t~e' seating of dele
gates from the Park Avenue. 'Baptist Church, at th'e· coming Northern B'aptist 



16 (112) THE GOSPEL WITNESS June 18, 1925 

Convention should any be a'ppointed, and that we request our churches to so 
instruct all their delegates. 

Third, that ~e believe that the present denominational situation makes the 
adoption by the Northern Baptist Convention of a Confession of Faith, similar 
in spirit and pur.pose to the 'Confession recently adopted by the Southern 
Baptist Convention, imllerative. 

June 8, 1925. 

JOSHUA GRAVETT, 
A. H. C. MORSE, 
AARON SCHLESSMAN. 

Committee. 

ctbt 31atbt~ &treet Rlbole JSifllt ~unba:p 6d.Joollleuon e:oUtSe 
Lesson XIII. June 28th, 1925 

FROM DAVID'S TRIUMPHAL RETURN TO EV~NTIDE. 
Historical Background: II Samuel, .chapter 20: 4 to end of chapter 24. 
Psalms r·elative ,to the period: 37, 103, 139. 
David had been ,driv·en from his city by Absalom and his fellow conspira

tors. The day 'had 'become so dark that i,t seemed as thou·gh ,D,avid's kingdom 
had come to an end. Like his great Antity,pe, he went up Mount Olivet, weeping 
as he went; while a multitud,e wept af·ter ·him. But through it all he main'tained 

'a steadfast faith in God; and believed that if God delig·hted in Ilim, He would 
brinlg ·him 'back again. In due course, the tide turned: Absalom's rebellion 
was quelled; and the people vied with each other in their zeal to .bring the king 
back again. The three psalms selected for our lesson belong to that period; and 
reflect David's experience during that time. 

Psalm Thirty-seven. 
1. The transiency of ,the triumph of evil is the lesson of the first .two verses. 

If we can endure but a little while, we shall see the ,evil-doer cut off. 2. Faith 
as a cure ,for fretfulness is the lesson of verses three to seven. Her·e we are 
admonished ,to: '(a) trus.t in the Lord; (b) delight in the Lord; (c) commit 
our way unt,o the Lord; (d') and rest in the Lord. 3. Refusin'g to return evil in 
kind is the exhortation of verses eight to ten. 4. We have here the profitableness 
of meekness (v. 11) in contrast with the fate of the wicked (vs. 12 to 15). 
S. The profitableness of righteousness is set forth in det'ail ·from verse sixteen 
to the end of the .psalm. Each verse is itself so simple and suggestive that 
comment is unnecessary. 

Psalm One Hundred and Three. 

This is a verita.ble 'psalm of praise. If one can hold in ·his mind ,the back"
ground ajg·ainst which this ,psalm is written, ·remembering all the sorrows 
through whic·h David 'has passed, the enemies with which he has been beset, 
the betrayals he 'has suffered, ,the treacheries against which he has ,had tG 
contend, ·and the glorious victory with which his life was ultimately crowned, 
he will be able to understand this ,psalm. T'his also is so simple as to requ,ire 
no comment. 
Psalm One Hundred and Thirty-nine. 

. Again, we do well to keep in mind ·the many.·buffetings to which David has 
been subjected: we may;think of ·him in t~e wilderness with his father's sheep, 
going out to meet Goliath, fleeing from Saul;: .·~roubled 'by J oab, conspired 
.,gainst by Absalom, and generall;r. b.eset by al!t:l:le e~emies of Israel; and w.e 
'shall !.1Od·erstand the comfort whl-chi:he expenenced, 10 a sense of the ·omOl
'science and omnipOtence of God. The main -lesson 'of this psalm is .uiat it is 
impossible to escape ,the :presence of God: whatev·er our circumstances, wher
ever Cilur dwelling may ,be, God is there. To the believer whose sins are washed 
away, and who ,has no fear to stand is the presence ·of God clothed in the 
rWhteousness· of Christ, this truth is full of comfort and inspiration. We may 
weU commend .to others the prayer of the last .two verses. 


