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"'Vherefore, brethren. look yoe o~t amoDg you seven men of honest report, fult 
of \!he Holy Ghost and wisdom. whom we maylaoppoll~·t over t'his business."-Acts 6: 3 . . , 

I TRUST I shaH not be found tedious to ari~ who are with -us thi:s morni,ng 
who are not mem·bers of ,this ·c;:h,urch.; l1'or' m·y purpos'e ios to try to .set 
forth the. teaching of the Word of God respecting the quaUficatioo,s: for th& 

omce of a deacon. . ' ,. 
'Our Lord Jesus said, "Upon this rock I will bu.fld' my church." He is:. tl1e 

lBullder of His Ohurch as He is aJ1B? Ih.er Lot:d. When tMoses 'WaS instructed' tQ 
erect the tabernacle, he was again- and· again admonished to see th'a,t he ma.de 
everyth·l·ng "accord·ing to the pattieI'D. ehG-IWl to' him' in. the mount." . And' ·w·e 
!rave in ·nhe New Testamen-t ·the pI-lIIli·s· and! specIfIcation.s' for .this spirituai hoUJBe; 
and if we abide by the teachi·ng of the New 'l'esota-ment we ·sh·all be ·saved· frOm 
manoy pitfalls into which manoy of -the Lord's own. people hav·e; i·n'a.dvertently 
fallen. It is said! also in' ·the 'Word! of God that Chri·s't is the Head! of the 
Ohurch: "The head over all things: tio ,the church, which is his 'badly, the ful· 
nes:s of him that filleth all in all." It is WTitten· aI-so th·at "w·hen, he 'a:scendled 
up on .high, he led ca,ptivity capt;ive, and gave g:ifts' unto men. . . And he !ave 
.some, apostles; and some, prophets; and, some, evange;J.i:st;s,; and, some, pa:st.orlJ.' 
and teachers; fur the perfecting of ilie saints, fool' the wol1k of the ministry, fo-r 
.the ediifying of the bod.y of Ch·rist: UU we all come in! the unity of the fa1th; 
and of the knowIedg·e of the Son of God',' unite) a perfect m'an., unto the mea:su.re 
of nhe g·tature of the fuI-nes.s: of IChrIst.'" 'In .the tweUth, chapter of I Corlin
·th·ia.nso; the same principle Is, :s:et fO'r-th, that C.b.·rist i·s the· Head of the Church,· 
and thaot tlie Holy Spirit is .the AdminiSotiratorof the affil.ir,s of the .Cl1urch. 
Paul i.s wri.tf.rif;l 'about 'S'plritual gifts, a·nd says that while ·there ·ar·e ddmeren~es 
in the gifts bestowed, "it is the same God which worketh all in all"; that "Go~ 
hath set some ·in the church," and.· he· enume·rates the' various ,spiritual gifts; 
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but, he ·say.s, "-the manifestation .of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
wf.thal." Therefore. we all have our place, If we are 'Chri.stianlS', in the ,bod:y of 
Ohrist; we all have our special and peculiar function to e~ercise. A:nd we 
mu:st k>1lI0W the mind of God s'o th'a.t we inay ,find the place i,n the b.ody of Christ 
'00 whIch -God, in His in'fin·i.te 'wisdom has ordained us. 

Y.ou wUl .Boee in the Acts of the Apostles how the apostles soug,h,t to ap.ply 
that principle in the affair:s of the church in the peri.od: of founuI8,Uon-layiIig. 
As for ·example, when a que,stion of doctrin·e and of practice arose, re&pecUng 
1lhe ~elation of ·the customs of the ceremonial law to the Gospel, they g'athel'ed 
together in Jerusalem, and praY'erfully considered the matter, and they heard 
the testimony of men who were able t.o tell of what they ·had· :s·een· of the power 
.of the Holy Gho;st -in .their ,ministry. Peter explaIned that his goi-ng to the Gen
tiles had, been· ·shown to 'be accord.in·g to the div·Ine purpo.se by the fact thai 
God "gave ,them the -Holy Ghost, even as he diu unto ·us." And, Barnalbas a.nd 
Paul, also, told o·f hoOW the hand o~ God had be·en upon' -them. So when they 
eummed the muter up and 'dellveredJ thei·r decree 1:10 the cl1urcoos, they prefaced 
it 'by saying, "It ·se·emed· goocf to the Holy GhoOst and to us." Thy did n.ot rely 
'UPOIll their ow·n jud,gment, ,but Y'ielded to the direction' oOf the Holy Ghost. 

. NoOw, w·e who ·are Baptists profess> t.o be subject t.o the authority of God.'s 
Word'; that our -churchas are built on the principle,s of th·e New Tes'tament. 
And. yet, I fear that even Baptist churches someUmes depart from the New 
TeistaI1lIen't pattern. For it is one thI,n'I?i' to hold, a doctrine theoretic'ally: it 
is an en.tirely d·iffereIl!t thing to tr~nslate ·that doctrine -iIl!OO actual experience • 
and to a1100w our.selves to 'be gov·er.ned :by it. r 

We d;esire in this' church, v'ery humbly, to acknowledge the Headoship of 
JeiSlUII Christ. We wallit alway:s W recog·ndz·e th8lt He ~SI the Head, not omy of 
·the oChuTch -in general, but that He is the Head of ,this church. He is the On,e 
Who :is to be considered fi.l'ISt of all, and, Whose will is' to ·be .song·hIt and' doOne. 
We believe that the HolY' ,Spirit i.s given to the church ,to adm~ni&ter the aff8lirs 
of !the church. The Lord Jesus is not here iII! bodUy presence, He ilSI yon'der in 
the glory i'ntercedlin~ 'in our behalf; 'but the Holy Spidt is ihere, all!d' Hils pr:e.s
ence is ju5't as real to '1l6 as J! tJhe aotual bodily .presence of the Lord Jesus 
were here. I .trust that ·as· I speak to you thils morn:!.·ng, we all ·have the con
scious,neSlSl .that we are in the presenc·e of God, that His Word, is fuLfilled. to 
us, and that 'God the HolY' Ghost is verily 'here to direct us dnto an' und·erstand
ing of His: HoOly Word . 

.A:J!. wei approach OUT !Annual Meeting, therefore, and! are faced with the 
necelBl&ity of .findin·g men· and women whoO wi11 occupy th6ille d,ivinl6ly or.deTed 
offices,' we ought surely to come to the Word, of God toO fin'd out what that· Word 
teaches respectin,g the qual11ications of those wiho are abosen fo'r -these positJions. 
I truiSlt also, tha't W$. shall aU ,desIre that God!'s m·an shall 'be found; a,.n;di that 
we would, rather "have ihim occupy the posi~loJll than oCcupy it our:selves,.if the 
Lord ,hM!' not appOinted us.. The WOl'lst thing that 'can happoo '.to any ma-n is 
to get into a position to wMch /the 'Lord b-as' not called him. .' There are per
.haps some. young mi1llisters here! this morning, anCL I venture to suggest 'that 
you akro ,shQuld,. be governed by thIs 'principle. I often have commun-ica.tiolbS 
from .. min1isters who, like a certain Levite, are seek>in,g ·to change their place. 
DUl'i'l1g .. lbbe 111.91;" couple of weeks, '( ihave had commu·ndcatioOn..so froOm; .fi.ve!.or six 
dUfer.ent pu.1pit cOIP,mittees:--1 ha.ve not writien them, .. bu,t they have written 
m~bout the ,s'electlon, of a ·pastor. I met a. 'Pulpit COOn:.mittee·l'ecently, and 
I,said to them, 'IDon't you want God's man? Don't you believe: Ibb·alt the. great 
Head' of the IChurch has a pastor f·or you .somewhere? 'Don't yoir :w.an,t' a 6Itar 
preacher?"-A ,star prea.cher, you k'now, is o,n'e";of,the SItar,s tha.t 'are held 
in the' right hand' oOf Him "who walketh in the mid.st of . the s'even goldoen 
candlestick>s." If ·there 8I1'e ministers here this morIl!in'g who want the r-igJht 
kind. of church, be as.sured, ,the rig-ht kind will 'be the church the Lord' wants 
you -to ,have. "Take heed, therefor.e unto yourselves," saId Paul to the Ephesian 
elders, "and to all the fiock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
OVeT.seers." I have never been a.ble to uiliderstand why an,yone sohould: s'eek 
for position. in' the church. I believe that the Holy .Spi-rit Hi-m;s.elf, U we are 
yielded to Him, will find, our positIon, and· :that He will put us· there. And· i[ 
a man is "s'et-in Ithe church" by the Holy GhOSlt, he ca.-n withlstand all the 
forces of hell, 'because God! un;d·erta.kes· w st.and 'by His man. And, that w true 
of all the omcers of the church. And if we al'e ,to be happy an'd fru:i-tful -in 
our service, we m-ust accept the P.osd'tion to which God appoints' us. Ht.s plan'll 
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are already made. We do not n'eed', to improve upon the'm. All we u-eed· to 
do is ·find out .what Hi,s: plans: 'are. 

"And! in tho:se days, w.h-en the ·nlllmber of ,disciples' was multiplied-so 
th'3:t ,the apostles, w·ere not able to give lIItten-tion. to everything-there arose 
a murmuring of the Grecians 'against ·the Hebrews, becaus'e their widows were 
neglected, iit the daily min,istration.'" What a strange th-l·ng thlllt when God 
was pourIng .blessing upon. the church, tha,t oSid'e by side the-re begallJ this' mur
mu·ring on' the pal"t of some 'because ·th·eir wid.o,ws were ·neglected in. the daily 
ministration! And if you should find that in the presence of some great 
spiritual blessing, ,somebo.dy ·murmurs a Uttle, do not run. away in a' panIc. 
There were m·urmurel"S' in the apostolic church. 

The apostles called, the d'Lsciples together, IlInd ·they, without dou'bt, had 
sou~ht the m1n,d of the 'Lord. It is not explicitly lSlta:ted, here th'at they for
mally praY'ed .. about the matter; but surely we ·know w'ell that they did. And 
,they said" "It i'Sl not reason 'th'at we Sihould' leave the word of God', a-nd s.erve 
tables'. Wherefore, brethl"e:n, look ye out a,mong you seven.men of honest re
port, full of ,the Holy Ghost and, wisdom, whom we may appoin1t over this 
'buslnE!l&S." 

Let me here suggest thi,s pl"inciple: thlllt life always org~ndzes, i·llself. The 
apostles did· 'not elaborate a plan of orga-DJiza-tion. on paper, and say, "m order 
to do th-e work, we must ihav,e 11Ms or~ization, and. another SOciety, ami, 8'0 
many dIff'eren,t commIttees.'"' Not at all. T,hey let the church grow, and, as 
new ne-ceasities arOlS<e, they sought the wiSidom of God' to meet them. And 
the appointmen:t o,f the ol"igl'nal deacons wa-s tihe natural result of the de
velopment of .the church, a-nd· of the impo,s.sdbHilty of the apo'stles caring. for 
the temporalities of t·he church. 

And, my dear friendiSl, when, ·the Holy Spirit ·is in the life of the church. 
when He is d·welling in the ihearts of the mem'ber.s of ,the church, and, :the 
members desire .to know th,e mind! of the Lord', 1':he growli·Dog n.eces:sj,ties of the 
church will ·be taken care of. You.see some great insti·tuMon and ytOu say, 
"I wonder however that was planned?" It was planned only as the oak tree 
WaI!I pla-n,ned. It was' a1'1 eDJgend'ered, -in. the acorn·, 'an'd· !liS it grew! 000 Ibranch 
after another d,eveloped, and' life found Its, ow·n natural -expre's!Sdon. 'l'ha.t ~s all. 
"T·he ri~hteous shall flouri&h Idke the palm tree: he shall g'l'IO'W like II; cedar 
in Lebanon. Those that he planted in the house of the Lord shall 'fiourlsh in 
th'e courts 'of our 'God." lAnd· ,that is what we want here--a growing church, 
gro·wi,ng'·by the power of the ·spir£tual life within dt. lAnd u new' nec.l!IS1S1i!ties 
arise, God. will ~ve us' the wis'do'm ·to m'eet ttlhem. T,hat ~SI how' the: apostleis 
did it, and that is wby thes'e d,eacon:s were appointed. ' ., 

Now, 'What were they appruntea to ao' Pl'Jma.r!H,., to meet ,1ile need that 
W/Ull ~pres,sed by the m.urmurIng of tbiotse who were ;neglected. T,he 'apoS\tles 
'd:fstingul.sihed, :between $e minJistr¥ of 'the Word and the. ministry tQ the~
pc;.ral needs of .tJh'e ,church. ,jAn,d' ~ey said" "It is: nol;, l'8IIISII,)lL th,8.t w.e"iSIhould. 
spend,. all our time with thes'e leslS'er matters, w,hen there are other men 'among 
you who may be found to attend to .the~." . . . ,. ," .. 

Now, there are bus'inee& atIlalrs in. con.nection wUh the clhurch, there are' 
·temporal matters' requiring attention.; 'but in. every. church God h~ His: men, 
His> women, diV'lnely qualified' for His work. A churcl!. do,es. not"need, oo"go 
outs·ide, of Uself. Within th·e church itself ·there are resourc&i·, there 'are' gifts 
adeQtiatellto' the,.nee<i;ofth·e church in Its.v-ario~s"stageii: of d'eveIQPfueii.it;'· ·~h.e 
maf.n;.thing)is .to ,!lav:e~,tJhe' Lord lind thes·e people, s:9 11,18ot men, an~f'w\Oineii"'of His 
appoin..tment,mIllY be cho'sen . ..J •• ; •• ! •• ' '. I' • ,"', ,,".:.i" ',' 
... ' IDhe::next Q!Ue&tion is, <W7&at sort ot me,,; 'wire tMY 'Who uiere t!J be a,-
pOinteaf .:'l'lhere.are iVhree things' specMied' hel\e:'·: .. '::. " , ',Ii., " ':,' 

, Fi'l'Str they;· were to ibe men ·ot . honest .report-:-:-men of gOOd re!putation, 
men whose characters', whose daUy cond·nct and! conveI'lSlation were Bouch that 
they would!. nev·er brIng reproach upon the ChUTCh.-That is> a very COm'ID.OD.
seDISe requirement; 'becau'8'e ·the c'hurcb i.s a witness~J!.'~ 'bod.y: we are h-~e to 
witness' 'to the truth of the Go'spel. We are to prove to the world·,that J'6s'l1S 

. Chl"ist lives; and we a'1'8 ·to prove Him by . .showing thlllt He is liVing 'i'ni' •• 
The church'e mi-ssion. 1s to demons-trate .tJhe truth that ·there is a' Saviour 
Who Clm save men· from ',sin, '!lind, Who can ca1l!se .m6!IIJ to grow up into H~m
self. And ,if the officers of the church do not exemplify tha.t Gatspel', wiho 
will? Albove ail ,thin,gs, tJhe officers, .of the church must 'be Jll6li of honest t"&o 
port, ·again'st whom no on-e will ever be a.ble to poin.t ,the fin~r of reproach 
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and· 'say that they in ·any circum'stan'ces acted in a Wlay that W'aASo unwortJhy Df 
the church they prDfessed' to serv·e, and· tihe Lord ·tl) WhDm .they profeSS' tl) be 
subject. 

But why should they be "fuZZ of the HoZy Ghost'" 'l'hei·r primary !business 
.1:& j11St to· serve· ;tables.; they are to a:tteil.d, to the temporaJ ·need·s of tihe cbu1"ch . 
. A.h.! But the apostlelSo had learned that· the church. ~·s a spi,ritua·t instJ£tution. 
The Apostle Paul said, "Whether therefore ye e.at, or drink, or whatsoever ye 
d'o-, 'do all to the glory Df God." ThaD! jon that early dJay, U is said, that they 
"did eat thek ·meat with glad,n-eSis' an'd· sIngIene.!\IS of heart, prai'Soin,g Gl)d', an.d 
havin.g favour witih all tJhe people." T·hese people ·neVler sat down w the tabll3 
to parbake of theiT daily meal, 'but there 'Was a great glad.neSIS in their h£!8Xts. 
There was. a ·savour of OhriSit about theD1l4n al:l that they did·. And' if they were 
to teach. tihe widows to "·eat their meat wIth gladness ·and singlen'll!SIs of heart. 
prai,sdpg God·," they needed· the Holy Ghost; because it is' no easy thing· for a 
widlow sometime's, to ·eat her m·eat with gladIl!ess, especially if soo 'bas iIliO butter 
on, her bread,! IShe ,needs the inSltruction and in:spiration of SIOmebod~ who. 
has learned God's secret, if all of life is to be spiritualized. Of course, in that 
day life waSl IllOt aAS complicated as it is to-day. The church 'has, naturaHy, 
gro·W'!l·, and; ·conditioll!S of life !have changed. Bu,t If the .thIn-g's·· which come 
within that general c'ategory of th·e tem·poraJ ·in·terests of the church are to be 
pro·perly a.ttended! to, they m1lJst be superiIl!tend·ed by DIlen of hon'est report, 
who are. fuU of tlhe Holy Ghost. 

'These men 'Were to lbe not onIy ;fu~l of the HOlley ·Glh.ost, but of wisdoml Tihat 
is' to 'say, ·th·ere· are men to. whom God has given wisdo·m.: "FDr to Dne lis, .givelll 
by th·e Spirit the word of wid;som; to. another the word of know~ed·ge ,by tihe 
same· Spirit; ,to anDthe1" faith by the ,same Spirit; • • • diivid,inlg to every 
m'a·n. 'SJevera;l}y as !he win." 

So tlhey said', "[n ch.oos.ing tibese men, look .foor three things: first of all, 
they must be men of honest report, of g.o:od repu,tatlon; they .must be men 
full of the Holy GihoSlt---.spiritual men, domoinlilted by tihe power of God; and 
thelll they must be men tJo w·hom God has given, the glift of wisdom..-melJl' ot 
SGu.Illd, juodigmen,t, men Gf spiritual perceptio,n-, men· Who ,know how to d'istinguish 
between. thin·g.s that d,Urer, men' of d,j,scriminating judgmelllt, men of wilSIdom.". 
And' the Word, says that "the say1ng pleased the whole multitude." Why iIlOt? 
We ooght to be ·pleased with such a proposal. .And! w·e should' come to 
.tibe·Lord·, 'and, say, "Lo.rd·, Thy m·en are here. F·ind· them for I\lIBI, fo,r we want 
Thy wttl, and· Thy glory in the lif-e of tIb,.iJg, church·." "The saying pleased: the 
w.hooe multitud·e"~there was abSIOlute unan,imity in accepun.g. the apostolic 
comIll8.illld . 

Th'ey found, seven; moen, tiberefore, allld thJe seven «,eaco·n.s· were appointed. 
We ]mow IJlIO.thingo of five of them af·ter ,their appointment. But that ISo a Tery 
common practice of th·e Holy Spirit'in ,the Bible. Tobie Lord .JaYiS' dOWJnI a. cer
tain principle, and. acts upon 'it; arid then He g'ives us an example of Us 
operati'On. 

He teHs 'UIS', ,first of all, theref{lre, the .s·wry of IStephen, as Itlhoug.h He 
would' ,say to nos in this late day, "1 will giv,e you an example of the result 'Of 
foolloWi·n·g. my plan.. 'Here is th·e ·stOTY of ·Stephen." Stephen. was {lne of those 
amiable men Wiho thoogoh,t .lJhat nothing mattered·, that the madn thing was', 
w shake han'dillo and be on. good, ter~S1 with everybody; alwaYIB' to be very 
ca.reful and dipilomatic; to maint'lllin ipeace at an'Y 'Price? lCertJainIy not! Stephen 
bega.n his: moindostry, stran'gely enough, Iby disputing with certai·n. 'Of the SJy.Il'a
gague, 'by Sltan'Cl1ng and: contendIn'g for the fa,itih. And· 1 wo~'ld' re~ind: you 
tbiat the first martyr .to the faith, ,the' ftr.s!t man' W1h;o !Sealed: ,hlSl test~Jl!.'OIl'y ·to 
the finality of the Ohrjstian revelation, w.iitJh hIs 'Own Iblood, was a1ieacDn!--,Not 
an' apostle, not a pa'sto'r, n'Ot a teache1", primarily; 'bu.t ·the fir&t man Wlho gave 
his life f'Or the fal.th. WIllS' (lne of these fil"lS-t ,s.eVeilll deacons. . 

The otlher .eatample was ,that of Philip, who dils'played, a great evangelistic 
gift. TMnk of ,it, a deacon out atter !SOul'S, a deacon actuallY· tryin-g to lead 
peDple to ChrIst! Well, -that -is wihat .d·eacon.s are fOil"; that lIs w,hy they SIhould 
vlisdt ,the wldoW!s. And' PhHip went down to Samam, and· SaIIlJ!l.ria .rece.iv·ed 
tbe Word of God. 'Dhen you remember how humble thIs ma.n IPhiijp WIlIISI. For 
when two of the 'aposllles: went to 'hi'SI aSISistance Philip was not offended. He 
dId not turn' around, and ,say, "W'hat did Y'Ou CODlie down here for? 1 can: mn: 
this: affair." No-t at aH. He WalS. :tJb.e lIWr:t of man- who desired God; to be 
glo;r:ified, an'd the wor·k of God to prosper. And he· obeyed. tibe voi~ of the 
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Lore, and later he left Samaria., 'and weillt d.·own to the place that was :d·es·ert. 
Plrllip WIII.SJ a pel':StOnal worker as well as a preacher 'Of the Gospel: It is on 
record, that h,e· joln·ed h-iIlliSelf ,00 the Ebhlop!.a1l"1S chariot, and, explain·ed to him 
the ,Scripture" and· .that he ·baptized· him In' the nam'e, of, the Lord . 

. The'lA-postle PaJUl' gives uS', in ·the verses r read., fro.m the first of T·imothy 
ami' the t'hll'd chapter, ·thie characteristics of a deacon in d·etail. And I veDJtlU"G 
to 8ISk you to. read, it, ,to .put the IScripture ·before tbe Lordi and' ask Him 
to g·ive UIS, ali the judgmen,t to d·ilScerlu, among the .men· of th·is dhurch, those 
w·ho allSlWer to this d.escription. And: no· matter who be :l.SI, .if: he I·s the clo,S'est 
friend you ·have, do not dare to thi-n,k of pu·tting ,8. man Ini'tJhe position of deacon 
wlho does. not cONes·pond" in -some mea&ure, .~ th·e prInciples ladd; dow:n here. 

A deacon, 1:ihen, must be grave." That doeS IlIOt mean lflh'811: ·he must never 
have a smUe; t:h:a:t he .must be gloomy, lII()t Go·wIng how ,to 1augh, nor havi·ng 
any W'it or humour about him. That would rule Brother Green'Way out, if 
that 'Were the inter:pretation. (l.wugIhIter.) 'lot 'does not 'mean that at alJI. It 
mElWlJSl th'at a dleacon must ·be reverent; a man who halS 8. due appreciation of 
the values of LIfe, a ·man of serious ,purpoSe, .. iI, man who hlli9 learned wthat it 
is· ,to :Uve and to live 'before God·. You canill.ot ima.g.f.ne Stephen or Philip, und'er 
any eireumsta·nces, &VIer d.iJllhonouring their' Lord 'by .giddy., fiippant, foo.ldish 
tal'k-mere sdlUn,ess-wh·ich characterizes, flop o(ten', nOt on,ly deacOOtS, but 
pr·eacih.el"s. Let us Iby'all means be.happy; ·but there lis fooUSIh· tal1ti.nJg and 
"jesting which· -i's' oot convenl'ent;·" .there i,s .a oIiI,uoperficla.I view of life thiat d.i5" 
quaIiJfias a man for exercisoing a SlPlTiotJual j·ndl.uence ov.er ibis fellows. One of 
the !happiest men I ever knew was a; certain ininJi·ster. 'Hoe is now an· old! man" 
but h·e i-s aLway!s' one of the j,olliest· men,. :bubbling oV.er w,ith humor. You 
cannot ·be, in· !hIs' presen-ce without 'being' filled, with holy merriment. OlllCe 
when. I was wioffu. him lin a. oC0;mJP!Uly .of ·o1lli~r: 'lD}inisters,. and' ,we owel"e· all in \l 
happy mood', happy a's they w~re in -the, fatheros nouoSe w.hen tire prodigal 
came ho,me "and' they began; to ma:ke w.erory," 'rig~t In the midst ot it, almost 
before the laughter had. d,ied away, 'I!h~~ Vlery ihappy man said', "Now, brethren. 
let us· talk to ·the Lord,." An-d Immediately he was in prayer, arid caTl"ied 
uS ,into th·e seveDith heaven. That is wha.t it meMi,s.' The deacon-a must aI-
waY!S' .rememober th-at they are the ·LOrd.'s represen'taUves.· . . 
, Fuxobher, they must be "not aOUbletQngued..'; The WiOol"d' IIHeraHy ··is. "dou,ble
word.ed." Now, I th·in·k 1t may meaD' ,tMs: not a: man who refiects th:e opinion 
of the I'ast per.StOn w·rth wOOm he !has ibeen talokin.g; not 8. man ~o 'has ·OiIlEi 
WIOrd on hIs I'ips, after talking with MT'~ Joues,: and a.D.other after ta.Ikinog. Witll 
Mr. Brown·; and stiU a'nother after talki.iJ.·g ,wIth ·Mr. SmUh; until lII() on!e knows 
where iIle stan d·s , or wthat he believes. 1.. have in my" mind, 8. man who has' 
many eXoellenlt quaUtie&, but .thoLs on-e 'serious /lefect. I have talked, wLth· him 
about a cer.tain ma:tter, when JIe acquiesce,d, 4n everybhlng I saId', anId gave 
'me ·th'e im-presslon th-at :he was. in perfeci.agoreement W'ith my polut'of vi!ew. 
But talking w,it'h another .peroson holding:' entirely opposite views 'to milne 
ten' minutes ta:ter hoe wouJd agr·ee with him jU&t 8.S' completely; so that ne;ither 
of us knew: which· view he accepted' or 'w.heth'er he 'really agreed w£th ei'tllier. 
I !bel·iev·e th'at ig, wJIat th·is Scriptur.e· m·eia.n;s'-o"not- d.()tib~etongued"-not carded 
IIlbout !by ;the Iast person wiIlo .tad!ks 1;0 y>ou, Wt 'a man -\v.ho() 1hiIIS !lris own con
victions of truth, and, has the courage', of hios' con,victions. I think it mea·ns 
also;' just plain sincerity-not itwo-facedilless .. There are lPeQPIe 'W·ho fu'om sheer 
weaknesS', want to 'be agreea·ble W'ith everybody. Such weakn·ess·, ho.wever, has 
in it an· element of Isel'fish un-wiIIingnes,s to be:.un,popuJ.ar. But oSuch a man! in 
an officIal position in the. Church of C,hrtst. ,is, bound; to lead· that ·church tq 
.di-sa,lsteT'. . It also mean-so that a deacon.'s; ,s·peech. 'slhou:ld be cons:i:stent wi·th .I!he 
ddgnity of his bffice. "Out of the .saillJe .mouth proooedeth' bleSlSin,g anld CUl"s.fn·g. 
My ibretib.'l"en, these ·tMn:g.s ouiglh,t not so to .ibe.:~ iLf you know of an'Y man 'in 
tMs ch.urch-I do not 'beloiev,e tJhere I's!' onE},. but"':""if you know of an·y man in 
thi·s chul"Ch, from whose tongue a wol"d' hu'fallen doishOill.ouring ,to Jesus C:hIl'ist, 
bol1"d'ering upon. coarsenesos: 'or V'IlIgar~ty, cu:t ¢t. your r-ight hand· before you 
wl"ite his name OIr tJhe .ballot for' a deacon. Th'e'man who rIses In prayer
meeting and' says "H'8IHeluja:h! Pr.a:ise othe ILol"d!;', 'WIh1~ taJ'kls: to God, and giveS 
h'l's. tes.tim.()ny, mu.;;.t have the same testimony in his: /business, .the .same testi
mony'in all the relationships of iife.· Out of his mouth' there must not pro
ceed, blessIng and, CUMin.g: his oonversation' mus't "be alwayS' with grace, sea
:soned· with salt." I cannot und·el"stallJd· some men who call th·ems·elves· Chris
tIan's w·ho seem to feel :that ,In ·certaln· associations all l'estraints· are to be 
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thrown off; and· that convers'ation ·is permiss.ible that in obher oompany' wou!"cl 
be considered: inappropriate. &eIDem'ber, ·the Christian must Live Ms 'life before 
the great Head of the Chur·ch, and no word ID-\lSIt fall from hd& Ups th8lt he 
would not have the Lord, Jesus ihear: "Not dl()ubleton,guad." 

"Not given' to mucl1 wane:" It means literally what ·ft sayS'; but iot mean.s 
more: it mean·s a man, who ds not domdnated by the carnal mind: "To b~ 
carnally minded' ·is death"-the mind.ing of the thin'~s of the 1I!esoh iSl deaoth; 
the bod~ mu's.t be ·kept lmder. The Apostle Paul: ,says', "I kee,p under my'body, 

. and bring. ·it into subjectio·n." And the maD! who would' ilerv·e the ICJmrch of 
. .christ mus,t .be a man w·ho has learned' to mind spiritual tMn'p. "Not giv'en 

to much wine." Another pWSISI/lge parallel to this, i-s,-"Be ndt ·d-rliDik W'ith 
wine , . . Ibut be .fnled, w~1Jh. the ISpirit." 

'H8lIe i,& another negative--uNot gIl'eedy of filthy lucre"-not covetoulS; not 
a .grasping man; not 8; man who ,i& .SIQ determ,ined, to get more that he will 
tUT'D! a ,Sihax.p corn·er in oM1\! business. "Not ·g:r.eed;y of filthy lucre"-a; maD! w:ho 
is not enamored! of "all that ~SI ill! the world·, .the lU's,t of the fleslh, and ·the lust 
of the eyes;, and, the pride of liife." He must not be a world:ly-min:d,ed: man. 
but he must hav·e learned ".to set his' affect1'O-D's" not Oil! things on the earllh." 

Then we iha;ve another :positive-''!HoldIng the mystel'lY of the ~th in a 
pure conscience." Whom does it d'e9cl"~be ibuJt one wh'O is :passio.natel'Y in love 
w.ith the ~s!pe'l? one .wib.o !has recei<ved "the faiotlh: once for a1'1 del:ivered to the 
sa.1nts"? Wib.at 'd'Oe& it mean lbut tJhat 'he is one of the sain·f.s to whom the 
Wt!h ihas lbeen del:1vered? He·has Ib~ vhe truth and \has r6SlOtlved fuM be 
wUl not sell it. He is like Stephen. ISurely, lit iSl n'Ot a ·man who wiH oome up 
to iMs . pastor whell! ihe ib.as been jpleadd,ng 'WIith l!iOul:s to .:repent, or when \he ihas ' 
been 'Warning others against de otides of worldUness and ~lD'belief,-n'Ot one 
rwilio wUl come up to his !p8lSltor, and say, "NiOiW PaBitor, dlo ·not worry about 
these things. We do not want any oonJtenrtion. We want no oontroversy here." 
SUrely not a man U'ke that! But holding '''tJhe mystery of ·the faibh" as some
thing .th·at has bee·n d·eldve1'ed to his keeping fro-m· God' Himself, and for .wMch 
Iile will d4e, i·f need 'be, rather than surrender it. But,it says, "HIolding th!;) 
mystery of ·the fa1,th :in a :puTe ·conSICience." 'Dhat its to say, iIlhe fal!fjh of \his 
'hea:~ and of his iheart must be- related to his mfe. He IJDIUSIt !be a man who 
tr&llSlates ,into ihIs everydlwy lUe the ,truth 'Wihi·alI. he professes. He must ibe 
Ii man' "Wlh.ose doctrine is -in his 'hands, and about his ..feet, and dn h'is' home,
ev~ere-a:s weU as in his ihead and u.pon his o,lJps. As faa" as I can see, 
it'does not say any,t!hlng at aU 8Jboli-t his Ibe1ng a man of great menJ;ai1 capacity. 
Other tIling's Ibeing eqiual, let USI have otihat: 'he must ibe a man of :w,isdom.. But 
Some (If Ithe -most oro,inary men, who. never did excel dn iflh~ things or the 
warid, who coulil' never oCC\liPy a command,in:g ,position :in the woXld: o.f busi.~~ss, 
-some' of' the IIlIost ordinary men have 'the sihTewdest jqdg~~nt i'l). .spir,itual 
concerns>. They 'have that ''lwdsdlOm tJh8lt is ;from aibove,. wdlieh ,is first pure, 
then ,peaceruble"-mark ItIh.at! not the wisdom of the' d.iplom,a.t: 9t· the tactician. 
·not !peace 8;t any price, Ibut-"the w.iSld'Om Ith'llit 'is from a'bove, which ds fkst 

. 'pure, and then ,peacea:blle." Nothing is said. about the man's worZd.Zy positton. 
. '<It '·do@not say .that yO'll 'Ought to ask, ,flrst of 8111, wihat ;the man's income is, 
. 8;n~ Wh'a't 'kInd.~'o·f house he Uves in, and, what neigh'borihOioo. he :JlonOUI'llio" W'ith 
Ws presence-not'a .word about hla,social lPos.ttlon. ~~:,~8,y' 1i.av~ .~ei#. the 

.' ·'humblest'!in· the lando; ibut ,tf \he is "g.rave. not doubletong.ued,. not 'given' to 
'much: wine', not greedy of filthy lucre; iholdin,! the mystffi,y or tP.~( ~i1lh·:~1). a 

. 'pur-e' oo·nscience." however h'llm'Qle Ms IPlositJion, 'he.is ,fit ·to "be a de~ii .. ., ". 
',.' "And. Jet these also first be pr011ed.... :Do not Sit cJ;OW1;t and. sa.y~ .1I1i'. t'Mnk I 
iknow how to read character. I think '1 ha.ve my man, and !he ,Wi·il fit a11fu<ii-albIy." 
iNo: in effect this text says, "Do not ibe ·guided !by suopel"fici'llil ju~ent: ilet tlb.ese 
first be jproved .... ..:...,Let them serve ,in itJhe l"aD!ks 11m, and: ,then when,' ,they Ib.8.ve 

.demo·ns'ilratedo that they :p'Ossess t!hese qua1'ities, let t'hem 'be appointed 'to the 
office of a deacon. ": .' 

AgaIn: "Even·SIO must :bheir "Wives !be grave, not .slanderers, ~r .. fa:~l 
~n all things." W'9l1, -if we mke it as it stands; [ thoi,nk that is' of vaJIue. But 
many expositors. agl"e9 Itih.aIt 'here we ihave a descri.ption of the dea;conesses; for 
the Rme word may ibe used! Ito descrilbe ibotih, and we know dere 'Were 
dea.eonesses ~!Il. ,bhe eaT-ly ehure'h. ·Pib.oeIbe is descri'bed as "a seMant· of tihe 
chuTOh," or a deaconess. A deaconess or deacon ff-s a servant, DIOIt a master; 
a m·in'ister is a servant, not a master. W'9 sha.ll ·f:u'llfl.l the scriptural require-
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ment as we serve. What must the deaconess be? They 'must "·be ,g.rave"; and 
wI iIlb.at is true of the 'deacons must be -true of 1Jhe deaconesses, 1n that respect. 
And then, "not slanderers." The ,deacons, 'bot dou'bletongued"; Ibhe dea.
conesses, "not slanderers." Wihat does it mean? Just tMs: that any lOne willo 
·is appointed ·to office in a New Testament cl1urch should' have enGUlgh· religion 
to -control his or Iller tongue. "Tille tongue is a UtUe mem-ber . '. . and oit is 
set on fire Gf iIl.eB. Behoold, ihow great a matter a li-ttlle .fire kind,leth!" "Not 
a slanderer,'~ not given ,to saying uruki:Q.d ·~,ings Wbollt other ~Gple; not poison
in'g the mind of one person SJgainst another; not 'Ia. wihlsperer w'ho se.parateth 
chief ·f,riend8"'-no~ lOif ifihaJt disposition at ailt But one ·who feels the reE\Pon
silbili.ty restl-ng upon !her, amI:, tlherefore, speaks as in the presenc!l 'of God: 
"Not a Sllanderer." In the selection of deaconesses, 'be careful that you select 
women whose "SlPeedh is alW1lllYs wIth gmce, seasoned with salt." 

Remem:ber that i! am .gtVling you the Word of God. I am concerned for 
-tihe spirit-uail· ·future lO·f ·thIs ohurdh, !because -God has taught us some l~ns, 
at [east, althoug.h we have ·been slow i-n'learning. And, I 'beHeve, He js leading 
us QlUt -to a new ,beginDJing upon New Testament princi.ples. 'Let Us . therefore 
a'bide by tihe teaching rof the New Testament, and lbe 'guide,d· Iby the judgment of 
God: -in tiIl.ese mrutters. '\Even 80 m·1lIsIt tthel:r wives lbe ·grave, not slanderers, 
SGber, dla:ithd',ul -in all th-ings"-women of ,poise and oIf Ibalance. 'In a word, w1hat 
·is necessary in the deacons js ailSQ necessary, 1n tlhe deaconesses, aHoWiing for 
the d·lfferences· lbetween men and 'WOmen. 

T.here is one 'other word here; add~ almost as though S!pecilllUy brought 
to rtJhe aPGStle's m'ind' 'by !the Holry 'Spiofit--il. sort Oof ,po9tscl'ipt. He says, "Let 
the deacons be the husbands of one wife, rnUng tlheIr chi,ldren an'd thei:r own 
hlOuses weB."-'Db.at ·is, conmstent dn their domestic relations; ruling ,tJheir 
-cb.-llrd'l'en, not 'being ruled: by rthem. !Now, ·mark that! wthether you are a memJber 
-of ,this church or any other Chu·rdh., as you value the rinterests of the Chu!l"Ch 
of ,Christ, never appojnt a man to the !position Oof a deacon w!ho Is ruled' 'by 
somelbody else. "IRua'ing' their children and thei-r own iJrouses wen." '.rnle 
same quality is ,necesrsary in ,the mdllllster. You Nmem'ber what rit sa;ys: "One 
thatruleth well iIl·is own h'OUse, ibaving ihls -chlldren in su'bjection with aJ.i 
gravH,y": . (fQi" ,l.f a ·man ,know not !how to 'J'IUIle ihis own house, how shan ihe 
ta:ke -care of the Church of 'God?) IIf a minister or a deacon cannot direct ihois 
QWIl IfamUy; 1rf he has not suiE.cient .1·m6.uence over ibis own chHd·ren, and. ~er 
hrfs own wife, too, rocOUIPyrin'g Ib.·is divrJ.nely given ll'1race as the ibead: or the· 
house, to rnle 'h,Is lOiWn !hoosehoId,-if those wrho 'know:him ,best, do not ~rd 

· holm rt!b.at place, ,then how can Ille hope to ocCUIPY ·tJhat place in the db,rq'rch oIf 
GodJ? Great damage is often W'l'oug!ht in tihe -church !by men in officia.l !POSitions 

. '·'·w!hcse ofllice is used to 'ex;press the wIll·lms of t-heir wives and, .'dh.ildren. 'Tor 

.' ·they that Illave used! ·the off:ice·,o.f a dea!'On well purchase to themselveS a 
· good 'degree, and ·--grea,.t"'boldness in .tJhe ,faith whi-ch .Is in o.hrist Jesus." . 

I asrk th~ meIDIbershiip 'of ·tlhe ohu·rdh to pray very earnestly that tJhe Lord 
·w;fll drirect our judgment; 'and ·that when we. come to our iMeert.ing .on Thursday 
night, we may come In 'II. S!pjl'it IOf s'Ulbje,ction to God, :ready .to receive and 
Ifolliaw ·the Ileading of IHls Spirit; so that thorou'g.h our collJ.ective j·udgment He 
may ·find in tih:i's congregation the men and ilie wromen whom. He wants, whom 
He "has 'quaJHled 'dn' some measure ito ',be deacons arid deaconesses. We"are.not 
to.'~l()ok ·ifpr··pefifect.!-9.p.; ibru,t !no man shou,ld' !be elected.a deacGn willo .does not 
P9.s,"~ 'of' rtJIiese quaJities to at least some degree' .. Nor slhould any ·~an 
reNi>e to a:ecept lOtf.ice ,be,cause'Jihe ifeels that !he does' not !pOssess' these qualities 
in a Sllperl.a,'tlve degree. pn the contrary, .youlwiU genel'ailly find tihatthe men 
who ;tb.inlk rfJhey' pOSsess' ',thein, and who therefore .",damne· offiee,' are the vl!.ry 
men WlhiQ, do' nbt ~ulhtl.l tihese 'requirements.· You nearly: al'Ways find dt :is tJhe 
modest mari·, wlho feels 'he da not ,fitted for the posi·tion, who 1l).rost nearly approx
dmates !the New Testament sltandaTd. 

A body of spiritual believers ·who seek ·the mind of ·the ·Lord 'Wlll certiainly 
!be led.to mwke :the right choice of men and wromen for IOffice. And.if we !have' 

· such men and· women, ,of honest report, ,f'llill'of faltJh and of t'he Holy Ghost and 
Of. wisdom, notlhdng shaH 'be impossi'ble. For when such deacons iliad ibeen 
apPlOdnted, aLthou'gh tihe cihurc!h !had 'goI"own Ibefore 'and "the wsc:!,p'les were 
muLtipHed," it is said that ".the discii)les were multlopJled, greaotly in Jerusalem." 
May :the Lord lead .us 3111 to an unders·tand-in-g Gf Hlis ,hOoly will. 
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.: EDIT,ORIAL 
, .j . LIFE'S IlliY~T,IC SHADOW. 

. . ... There is 'a very 'signiofi-canot ·verse 'ill otlh.e niIllt.ih <!hJa;pter of MaI'lk, verse tJhj'rty
two: ~'But they understood not that saying, and were wfraid to ask !hIm." It 
i'ela.tes .to a timle in the !'ife of our Lord, wlhoen the (l:ios.tance beltween' HiiDll&slf 
'and iflhe ·tirtoss ,is steadUy dim.ini~ing;' and: .He ItaIkes His disc1ples i·nto Galtlee 
that. 'He' mllJY ·lluI'lllh.er 4.nstru.ct them, iri' what seeDll& .to lis :the .plainest Qeedh, 
of the ·oOOr-til.inotoy of His ·d!eIlJt.ih.' Dilt 1lhe 'q)rediotion :is so contrary to alll tihlll!: ·;they 
dead·red and hoped .for, ·and; the further' PJ.'ed.fction 'Of·!HiS T'&S>Urrecti'OD. is so op~ 
posed 11;0 IB.H. that ,they h:ave eXiperienced, or o;bseI'IVed, or heard lolf the cou'rae of 
,human li.fe, thlB.ot othey are u'tterly .at: a 'loss to understand Hil.& saying. . 

. ,'But IlMs it:! not the first t,ime His 'tea.choing has. -transcended Ilhe .. reach of 
theh:. fini-tep.ess. But on otJhei"·occ8.lli'IJ~s, wh~n they were alone w-ith Him, iIlhey 
'l)ave, asked· Him to .ex:plain· ,vhe lParl!lble. /Now they are IIJfraid to aBlk H~:! 
Wih'Y \W,ere·.,they afraId? T·hey were not aifra.id of R~m. Lu'k.e says, "And they 
.J:eared Jl() ask Ihim of that s!lYliIIIg:~ A . 'Word had' !been spoken 'W'hioh wa's more 
-cloud tIh.a.n JJf.~t: i't ,concealed' mo·re than .ft ;·revealed' ItO them; and "yet such light 
af\·itJhey ,saw from be:b.,ind the'm,..BItfc $a'dow flIlled them 'With fear-ful .foreboding, 
a;nd! ~·ey were 'afraid to ask 'llor iDJ-ore. 1ight. . . .' 

.:And· dl(} owe ever stand 'amid lSuch"reveaHng shad'ows? Do we st'llnd .face to 
~aQe : with. mysteries' WIll.ieh a,re j.i,t'sf· i:Um;in()iIS enough to· make 'IlS afraid? In 
~4e otherwise '5Io'~i·ta:ry and silent Iplace:s of Ufe, ar:e we madoe to -li.sten .to voices 
.w~dct1 are. !but echoes of .the ·'One· in'fil.Hilbl-e and 'Univers8Il Voice d'ivine, whose. 
p~t word,s, . " 

" ," ':" 
"Like Natilre •. h~~(~.ev!!;al, 

:". " 
~nd 'half' conce.8.:1 the soul within· ... 

, ., 
and' who:s,e' s-oul we. 'ar,e a:fraid 1:!o fd.emti,fy? Do we live in !a hous,e wherein are 
many doors wh.ieh we are 'Ilillraid 'to 'oPen; 'because of stI'lange Sloun{j.s we lhave 
he8.rd! 'from within?' 'Is 'life lUte unto' some gray 'CI1iSIUe. wherein 't.ihe human S'Oul 
is 'haun:t~ !by. the -invIsi'ble 'Presence ·bi 'Ilnwel-come truitJh,s whIch we fear to Il'e
coguize·?.A.re· we. [1ike d·i.ttle <lhUd,~'en; 'Mraid to go. 'IlPStaJrs or dow.nsta.irs In 
the d·litk?· ·[s it desira;ble thllJt' aLl, truth, like an 'OIbedJien't :servant. should, Ib..ere 
and D.·ow -re.s:po'nd to ·ou·r caU, and :pI'lesent itself ·for our full and intima..te r-ecog
~ition?' Or, is,the're about it 'a miglht and a ·majeSity wh'ich ·m-a:kes wise men 
fear to "know i't intimately? Are it!her,e not some realms' of ,knowledge into 
~hic)1 wf,se inen W'i1'l fear to eI).te~·? 

". 'I.-
~here ,is an element" of p.redJlotive ·reveloamon in every m.an's knowledoge of 

Hfe. 'We" all know' something." We are end'owed wi.1Jh ~owers of perception by 
w:1Hch tJhIn/1is eXiternal to oursel'Ves are 'known. . And in 1lhe -sum totai of our 
knowledge., ith'at which is coIPIPrehended. irr what we ca;H our consciousness, 
there· Is an element wMch ow·e did no't ,find ·out for I()urser.ves. We .know some 
things. -in,tu.i'tively. and ,some th"ill'gs a1so by direct divine communication .. ,An:d 
in the .sum of our knowledge there is' something predictive: it antiCipates the 
d'utu'l"e. d,t 'belongs' to the ,llu'ture, it ihas ,to do with tIl.in'gs wlMch must s!horllly 
come to ;pass. We cann'Ot 'be ,unao·nscioos of JeI'l\!Salem. the Jerusalem of pain, 
and s'orrow, and· 'BIharne. And' we" ,cannot !be wholly unllJWare thfl.t our' feet Me 
'set.in the road that leads thIther. The ·past is wi,th 'Us; our yesterdays:follow 
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'hard 'after us; ·and we cannot leave the 'life we have lived lbelhind. But S9 a:1so 
is ·the future with us. We know that we ·were not Iborn· onq Ij]o. die. iIt is u.n" 
possible for us to eoneelve of .tJhe extinction of ibeing. We cannot ,cease to be. 
{Ute ,is :not. a ,dungeon 'Where cries of agony ue to ibe suooeed:ed by a prolloo.nd 
and unending edIence. Our feet are on the Toad wohich leads somewhere. . 

lAnd the :same is true of' the word of reve'la.t1o.n. It ihas to do with the 
lluture. However, you ma.y d·raw upon it for prese:QJt enricl1ment, yiOU :Oa.nnot. 
e:xihau:st ·its fulness. .It is always spea:kin'g about to-morrow, and .reUin.g us of 
.JeruSillllems to !be. Y:ou have d'oU'btless observed that men most ~i1illr wl.·tJh 
the ocean stand most in awe of its power. And it is only those who know 
u,ttle of the Book Wlho presume to ibe able to exactly fa.thom and measull'e it. 
It binds the past to the future. However plainly it may speak to-day, it has a 
message for the future, and speaks of "things not seen as yet." 

"W.ho daTes to ·bInd .to hi'S dull sense, 
The oracles of !heaven, 

For all the nations, tongues, and climes, 
And all the 'a'ges 'given? . 

That universe, Ib:ow mu,Db unknown! 
·That ocean unexplored!' 

'Dhe' Lord 'h1lth yet more .ught ,and tru·th 
"To ,brea:k ,forth f·rom His Word." 

And in ,tho.se 'intimate, personal commun.ing.s of the ·s·oul with God, how the 
prlncl·ple of ,the text ilS' ~epeated.! He takes us into Galilee to teach us before 
He leads UJS up ·to Jerusalem. We 'eto not iknow that we can put In words the 
truth we· feel, but has anything really. come to us as a surprise? In the midst 
o.r .untowaro circumst~es tJhere springs 1lIP some l"eool,leotiJon of 1its ihaving 
been fore'told; 'so that whatev·er the .l!Iituation we a:re n'ev~ t~en. completely 
by ·sm"!Prise.· Wlhat·was Job's mean:i-n-g wihen Ibe said, '':Why is -ldg]vt given to a 
man wlhose way is Md, ·and wihom Ood hath hedged in? !FOr my si..ghing com·etJh 
!before I ea.t, a;n.d· m<y roarings are poured loot U·ke the wllJters. For the ltihing 
which I greatly' feared is come upon me. I was not in safety, neither had I. 
rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came"? Have we not all felt like that? 
Is it not a 'law of 'Life, ilfu.at we n-ever ·come to a Jerusalem of Itrea.dhery, bereave
ment, and! sorrow, without ibel·ng ~iven some vague consci'O'Ilsness I(),f f.a.lollng 
eventide? 

II. 
Does not th:f.s 'Consciousness of -the .fu'ture, the \\"oMSiPerin.g of ·the s-pirit 

wh·ich .Spe8lks about Jerusalem, j·nepir~ us :with 13. ifear·some wonder? 
Have ·we 'any d·i1llficulity··in unders.tanding the feeldng of the di'sctples? TJle 

Mas·t~·s pred1ctioDoS SJta.ggered, them. They 1!h·O'Ilght that HIs ·words· must 
su·rely ;bear SIOme other construction than their ,plain and 6u~I'fI.cia:l meaning. 
It .seemed· to them .imlpossiible. tb.a't they 1fh-ould ibe meant in any Htel'l8l1 sense. 
Hence tlhey understood! not His say·in'g: ibut .they 'were .aofratd to ask, lest tlhei·r 
f~r·s sihould .'be confirmed. 

And' ·how many ·questions of IUfe have .stru.ggled vainly wi'tih.i.n us for utter
ance, becau'se we have been afraid to have them answered! If we were 
standing flLce to face with one from whose view to-morrow is not veiled, we 
would be afraid. Ito ask him to tell us everything that will come to pass. Palm
jsts and fortune tellers fiourish only because pepple do not believe in them! 
If it were really believed that they possessed power of clairvoyance, every
body would be afraid to ask them questions. We should be afraid of to
morrow: we know not what fear would fill us, if a full year were opened to 
o1,l.r. view. 

. All:tlb.e interests and, energies of ~'ife 'are sustained and f·ocussed .. iby the 
a·ttractlion·of the un·kn·own. We toMn·k we can ·see into the sp!heTe of to-morrow; 
our programme i.s all al'il'ang.ed. But in 'Our view the ·figures Wlhich m'Ove to 
and fro are V8!gue and shadowy; and! to-morrow is like 13. 'lanetsca.pe wrap.ped in 
m()!l'lloing met. Anll it ,is 'wh'at the mist concewls woh:ich ,gives us interest in to
m,Ol"l'OW. Wiho .knows !but ther~tween th'OSe mystic shla.d'ows---iIlo,l'Itu.ne lies! 

[Me 'Would 'be unendur81ble if U.s crosses ·could 'be clearly outlined !before 
we come to them. It was late in His ministry that Jesus taught His disciples 
about Hi·s 'OW,D: cros's, and' even. tlhen., its reali.ty, -its Isupreme horror, was merci
fully hddden ·from their- cOmlpl'elhensions. 'Dhey never cou'ld' :have endured had 
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they ·knlOwn the end from the beginning. Let us read our gospels. again~ all'd 
see how dim and vague the Cross in the distance is; and note, too, how, as 
soon as it comes clearly in view, the events are hurried and how they crowd 
upon the heels of one another, as though the Lord of events had said to 
more than Judas at last, "That thou doest, do quickly"! 

lit is a ipowerful ar,g.umen,t .in su!p·port of the ,Deity of Cb:r:ist, 1ftJ.at knowing 
all, He still endured. No man cou~-d have done it. "My father," SlIIf.d Isaac, 
''behoid! tJb.e fire ·and the wood,: 'but W1here is the 'lam'b ,for & bumt offer1·ng?'· 
And Albraham C'Ould only answer, 'IMy son, God! will iprovl:dle hil:mself a lamb 
for a burnt 'offerin'g: so they went Ibot:h of tihem together." &t Jesus !had !had 
thlllt question answered, and knew that He was the Lamb--.a.nd still "they 
:went both of them together." But not one of the disciples could have en
dured that foreknowledge. 

iLet us learn, 1ihere.fo-re, .ti.'1at it is divine merey ,which !nspires us with a 
fear to ask some quest·ions. Let us not COIIIJPIlain t'hat the future :is unknown. 
GOO has many 1lhoin,gs to say 'tto us, ,but we ·cannot !bear them now. Lf we could, 
He wou.l-d· speruk theom now. Little child·ren 'somettimes ask- awkward and JJIIl- • 
pertlnent questions. We are to !become as UttJIe ·chi'ldren, lbut not in this re-
spect. Let us 'beware of .the fauolts of little cl1ild·ren, and let us not look for the 
key to the locked, doors in our Fa.ther's home. .~, 

And this wllil affect our attitude toward otlb.e B!·ble. 'I1here are some good 
,people who are verY fond o·f charts wMdb. are sUlPPosed ·to ofUustrate the dispen
sations, not only of ,the ·past, but of the futu·re. They are fond of mea.9urdDg 
the dfosta'nce from 'Gal'i'Iee to Jerusaleom; they are n'ever afraid: to 81sk question:;;. 
We cannot but thoink that sueb. fearlessness is ,due to careless hearing, and 
·results from & misunderstanding of the spi-rit and ;pur:pose of d1ivine revelation. 
The .Bible ,is not a fortune-teller. ·We must noit come ·to .f.t as :Sau:1 went to otlbe 
witch of Enodor. Hav.e we not noticed 'how vague the predictions of the Btble 
80M? Let u.s' ·remember that concerning t!b.e dIOin·g.s. of Ood in, the future, it is 
written, 'lIt is not for you to kn,ow the tdmes or !the seasons, whicl1 the 'Father 
h8ltb. put in ibis own power." . 

1m. . . 
The questions we ~ear to ·ask 'W'iIl:be answered in our own eJaperienee. The 

very men wiho feared! to ask .the meaDiinlg of the Cross, .I:1ved to !become its dn
spired: expositio·rs. "These thin·gs undemtood· .not lils d1's.cfples a.t the fil'!st: but 
when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written 
of ibim, and that they !had done tlbese things unto ihim." The iP8OP'le misunder
~tood iRis saY'ing 'When He S1l:i·d, "Destroy tMs temple, and in othree days I will 

'!l'8;1se it u,p": they did' not ·then know that "He sP81ke of the temple of'his bod!y"; 
~ut "when therefore he was risen from· the dead, his disciples rem~mbered 
that he had said this unto them; . and :they believed the scripture, an.d the word 
'which Jesus ·had .said." And 'Ohrist 'HImself· announced the ;pu~e of 1lh.ese 
prein·tdmat·ions of the d.ivlne Spi'rit: "Now I tell· you lbefo·re 1·t cpme, that, when 
it is e6me to .pass, ye may' beHeve ·,t!b.at I am .he." ". , 

·lit is the PUil",po.se of divine ,pred'ictJi.ons that they sihould ,be understood in 
the light of t!b.e events to ·Which they refer, 'WhIch lis Ibut another way of saYing, 
for otIhe strengltjhen.ing of !faith ,throu-glh e:qlerience, going ·from stren,gth. to 
stf-engtJh evei-y-one appea'1"ing in ,zion befOTe God.. . ,. . . ,r . . 

Not to satisfy our curiosity are these preintimations glven;,butri'ather that ~ 
we ffi.!1Y .see th~ wjs,dom, love, and, poweil" of God in the light of tulfl:Ued pro~pey. 
And wlhen life isconi,plated hi ·glol'!Y i and-· aliI- ,tJiJ.e unasked! :questdol;l.s i .find their 
·s.n·swer·'·in the'm:erCY and 'the 'judgment with iw·Mch· our web . of. H·lle He,;wove; 
when' the remembta'nce of His predictions, in'the 11ght of their fulfilment; i)f(~ve 
His foreknowledge and His predestinating grace; when thus we see that.aU of 
life was Hi~ plannIng, and its· crowndn·g gloil"Y ·Is His enduring g:I'l!.ce,. we Sohall 
understand ,the pr·inci'Ple that we were bold ,before these tlblin'gs .came to pass 

. ,that in the end. we might believe. 

"When the mists have rolled in splendour 
From the ·beauty·of the hilUs, 

And the sunlight falls in gladness 
On the river and ,the rUls-

We reca:II our Fatlber's prom.ise 
In the radnibow of the spray: 
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We shall know ea.ch other better 
When tlhe mists have roHed away. 

"We shall come with joy and gladness, 
. We slhal1 ·gather :round the .throne; .

Face to face w,i1lh ,those that lio,ve us, 
We 1!Ih8:11 know as we are known; 

And .the song of OUT redemption 
ISihall resound! 1Jhrou~ endless day, 

When the shadows have depal"ted, 
And the mists have rolled away." 

11 

Q1:be 3Jarbf~' .6t • ...,ole lSible l$unbap, 1»[1)001 ]Lesson ttourse 
Lesson IV. 'April 26th, 1925. 

·THE THIRD DIALOGUE BETWEEN JOB AND HIS FRIENDS. 

Book of Job, chapters 22·31. 

I. The Speech of Eliphaz the Temanite. 
This chapter, the twenty·second, illustrates the danger of any of us at· 

tempting to judge others. 1. Eliphaz pronounces judgment upon Job in respect 
to his relation to his neighbour, to the men and women about him; and charges 
him with the very things of which Job solemnly declares he is innocent. It is 
perhaps easier to judge of a man's relation to his fellows than of his relation to 
God; but it is obviously impossible for a man to be fair in either case. We do 
well to heed the Saviour's admonition, "Judge not, that ye be not judged." 
2. From the thirteenth verse to the end of the chapter, Eliphaz condemns Job 
for his supposed defective relationship to God. But how little do we know of 
another man's standing before God; how impossible it is for us to estimate 
,u.otiv~s and aims and properly to appreciate the quality of a word or a deed! 
Here also it were wise to heed the apostolic injunction, "Judge nothing before 
the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things 
0:[ darkness, and will manifest the counsels of the hearts." 

II. Job's Answer. 
Chapter Twenty·three. 

1. Job expresses ,his unwavering confidence in God; and insists that could 
he plead with Him, he knows that He would not answer him as he was an· 
swered· by. his friends. 2. Yet he declares his inability to find Him (vs. 8 and 
9). In the light of these verses, how instructive the, Master's words: "It is 
expedient for you that I 'go aw:ay: I,for i~ I go not away., ihe Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will sent him unto,You." We know where 
we may find Him, even at the mercy·seat. 3.' NotWithstanding, we have 'here 
a magnificent illustration of what it means to trust in God. In absolute dark· 
ness Job trusted. In verse ten Job sees that though he cannot find God, God 
can find him: ''He knoweth the way thatJ take: w:hen he ,hatl!: ~rieci D1~;,' I 
shall come forth. as gold/', : .. " 'I,: . , ,,' 

',cJ:lapter Twenty·four." "'\ . ', , .. " '.' 
"'I' . In th1s chapt,er Job's observatiQ.Jls are exactlY; to ,~qE!, contrary to ~~ose . .of 

"Eliphaz; for he sees thJl wicked oppressing the wi~ows and the fatJ:lerless, !lind 
prospering notwithstanding; and in tlJ.e last verse ,challenges. his', friends" to 
disprove the truth of his observations .. ',_ ," , 

III. The Speech of Bildad. 
In these five verses Bildad has little to add. What he says is perfectly 

true: He marks the moral distance between God and man; but he proposes no 
means of bridging the gulf. He is but an echo of hundreds, of millions of voices 
who down through the ages of,the world's ·history have left unanswered the 
question, "How then can man be justified with God?" 
lV. Job's Reply to Blldad. 
Chapter Twenty-six. 

,1, In the first four verses he asks what they have done to justify their 
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speech. It is a pertinent question'. Only wisdom of conduct can establish the 
wisdom of our words. 2. He again magnifies God and glories in His wisdom 
and His power. 
Chapter Twenty-seven. 

Here Job continues his parable. In this chapter he insists upon the right
eousness of the divine judgments. 
Chapter Twenty-eight. 

1. This is a chapter on the wonders of creation, and might very profit
ably be committed to memory. 2. Above all the glories of the material crea
tion, he exalts the value of wisdom. 3. Yet throughout the chapter he declares 
the possibility of finding wisdom's path; and lays down the principle that true 
wisdom always comes by divine revelation rather than by human discovery. 
Chapter Twenty-nine. 

Throughout this chapter Job tells the story of his former prosperity and 
recalls the honour which was shown him by all classes of people when the 
candle of the Lord shone upon him. It is an illustration of the principle of 
the proverb, that there is nothing succeeds like success, and that "men will 
praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself". Long before Thackeray's time, 
Job passed through the experiences of "Vanity Fair". 
Chapter Thirty. 

In this chapter he recounts an experience opposite to that of the .twenty
ninth. When adversity sets in, all his friends forsake him: "But now they 
that are younger than I have me in derision, whose fathers I would have dis
dained to have set with the dogs of my flock." The same principle governs 
to-day. Even the most fastidious are willing to ride in the proverbial band
wagon, though it be destitute of upholstery. 
Chapter Thirty-one. 

In this chapter he turns from the faulty judgments of men who. judge ac
cording to the sight of the eyes and the hearing of the ears, and commits ais 
cause to the God of knowledge by Whom actions are weighed; and, having 
done so, it is recorded, "The words of Job are ended." It is weil that we 
should learn thus to leave everything with God: "Commit thy way unto the 
Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. And he shall bring forth 
thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday." . 

CANADA'S GREATEST BIBLE SCHOOL. 

The iBilble School of Jarvis .Street Baptist 'ChUT.ch has grown to ,i>e' wmost 
certainJly the 'IaJ'lgest in Oanada. 'D4e total. attendance last .Sun-day was 1,427, 
made u'P as noIloW'S: General OMcers, 4; Adl\l'U Department (II)r. Sih·ields' 
.Class), '533; Young Peo'ple's ·Department, 200; ·Intermed,iate Depal'l~ment, 175; 
,Junior Department, 274; Primary Depar.tment, 1-27; Beginners' P9P,artment, 

·6·2; Orad:le !Ro'H, 52 (The Jarvis Street Cradle !RoII .is not merely on paper: 
this ,Is a record of actual attendance). 'I\he totad enrolmen't of the School as 
of A!Prti.l ,5th was 1~510; the !per·centage of attendance ,to en~olment, there·fore, 
llol' the W!h·ol!! .school w.as. 94.5. '. . . 

oAt rtJhe 'begi-nnin'g of January ·Iast otlhe Pastor offered ,four ,prizes, each prize 
to :be a lBilble exactl~ li~e the one he uses ~imlSelf; and ·w!b.ich was presented '~ 
to 'Mm 'by the teachers ·and· offi·cers of ,the 'School November 1st, 1'9'2;3. T·he fil'lSt 
of obhe four !prizes was to 'be g.!ven to the .soholar securing the Ia:l'gest 'record of 
attendan'ces oat iSchloO'I ;for twelve week's, U;te attend'IWJce to ,be· made up by otlhe 
attendance of t'he com,peting sohoIa.r ihlimseLf or hemeLf, !both a't School and at 
the morning church service, and the attendance of new scholars secured by 
the COlDiP8'tiWl"'s effort. This prize was won 'by IMJiss Vem .RIotbinson, a memiber 
of Miss Georgina Lindsay's class of the Young People's Department. 'The second 

. prize wa's offered to the teacher w:hose class .show:ed obhe ohi'g.hest percentage of 
'attendance .to enrolment for if.ih.e period, ,per·centage 'Of attendance each Sunday 
to be struck from t"he enrolment" of the attendance of vhe Sunday ,before. lIIhe 
win-ner of th:is prize WIII.'S Mi'ss' Oeorgin·a Lindsay, teacher of a youn-g lad.i8IB" OI8iSS 
in the Young People',s' Depar,tm'ent, and, a member 'Of 11h"8 office ·staff. The thIrd! 
prize was' .offered' to .the .secretary of the departm8'llJt showin·g the highest 
in·crS<a.\l!le in en,rolment fool" the period. T.he quarterly revision of th·e 'r.oll f'etl 
nearly' .in- the middJe of the twelv·e· .sunday.s, and. this' T'evi'sion· was. faithfully 
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carried out in e,v,ery department. The winnet" of the Se,c~etary~s' p~ize was Mr. 
Richard Bates, of' the Adult Department. The fourth prize was offered to the 
DepartIIlJe!llJtal Superinte·nden,t whose depar.tment showed, fo[' the period:, the 
highe·st average ,perc'~ntage of attendance to enrolment, the same principles 
goYern,ing a,s' i-n the teacher'so prize ,but applyJng to the doepartment -illistea.d of 
to the in!d,iv1,dual claSlS'. The winne:r of thi's priz·e ,was Dr. W. B. Browett, Super
IIlJt'llild,eIit of the Young People~s· Departmen.t. The win·ners' of tJhe prizeSl were 
called' to the platform., the Bi"bl'eill being presented, by the Pastor. 

Honourable men.tlon walr mad'e of MIss Edn·a Bishop .of the Junior Depart
ment, and' M'i'SS! Margaret -Hutton of .the I·nitermedIate Department, for thedr 
wo~k in: competing for the 'fir.st prize. For the second' prize, horuourable men
tion :was' mad'e o·f 'Mr. FreIL John,son., teacher of the J·unior Departmant, and 
Mrs. Richard· Bates, teacher in ·the Intermed·iate Department. In conn'ection 
with th'e third prize, honourable mantlon' was made 'Of Miss Vern,a Tay·lor 'of 
the Junior l,)epartment, and Mr. Geo·rg,e El"8on of the Intermed:llllte Department; 
and· in conne'cHon' wi,th the fourth prize, it was necessary to mak3 honouralble 
mention of '6very Departmental SuperiIlltendent, for the :r.ea.siGn, that the per
centage 'O,f att-andance to enrolment for the w.hole penod' ran fr.om 63 to 80. 

All those abov-e men,tioned, w.ith the foUowln·g Departmental SUpe!l'intend
en,tS:, were called· to the platform: iMr&. JaTVis, ;SuperIntende'nt of thoa CrM,le 
Roll; Mll's,. Breckenreid" ,SuperIntendent of the Beginners'; Mrs. F. Turney, 
Superintendent o,f the Primary; M,l'. W. N. 'Charlton', Superin-ten.dent of the 
Jun·ior; Mr. Charles· Humphr.ies, 'Superin,tendent of the Intermediate; Dr. W. 
B. Browett. Superintend'ent of the Young :P,eople~; Mr. Harald Humphries, 
SUpe!l'intand.ent of the AduU, with Mr. W. J. Hutchinson', Gan'eral Superinten
dent; Mr. F. Tll'rn,ey, ASs1>stallJt Superintend·ent; Mis'S Helen Po,pe, General 
Secretary; and. ·Miss. Glady,S! Woodward, General Tre8JSUil'er. When' this mag
·ni-ficent 'sta.ff of' WlOrkar.Si 'stood' together on flbe platform, it was' not d:lflicult 
to undel'ilItand how a ·School could thriv·e und·er such lead,ers.hlp. But no ade~ 
ciliate explanation· of the progress o,f the Jarvis :Street' Bibl-e .School can· be 
bas,ed upon' the p6rosonn'31 of the staff-Omagnificent as it is: all woHI ·agree that 
i-t i'l! tbe presen.ce and· power of bile 'Spirit IOf ·God· Wlho is with UBI in answer to 
concerted' prayer, magnifying the Word of God, that explains the rapid pro-
gresS! of this Bibl'e School. . 

As an, illustration of the &pil"it which now ·animates tMSI Bibie School we 
may tell the story of a youn'g ··lad· lOf about .SIi'xteen or 'Seventeen years of age. 
He was baptized .some Ume ag.o, anIL IhaS! gone out to. lUbe country to live on a 
frurm. Ye,s.teroay morn:in'g he told u.s' that ihe ha.d to· get up at four o'clock, 
milk 'six eow's, .s·eparate the mHk of'fourteen, w·a1k three mileSl to ta.ke a car 
to rid.e 'twen.ty-and· WIllS at School at ni,n·e o'cl~ck in the .:m'OrD.ing. Nothing 
can .stand· against a SIP1Tlt like that! Wh'en the Spirit .of the Lore thus, pos
seSlll'a,s' young people, ·th,ey can· make the wOird'll of David th-eil" own·: "For by 
thee I have run through a .troop; and; 'by my GolL ·have I ~lea.ped' lOv·et" a wall." 

Sunday mom.f.n'/1i'& Iservice was a great inspirat:lon: to see the g,reat CTO,Wids 
of ·boy.s and! .girls, and, YOung men and youn'g lYomoen, and oldeT peopIa-all Hke 
cine great· family. Every part of' tJh'e ·build.lng was' crowded·; and wihen -the 
Scbool moved· from its, cl'8.'Ss· ses'Slion into the auditorium tbe co:rridQol's were 
pa;cked, 'and OD' alI hand'S we h'aaro it ,said" "We 'shall have to have a new' 
building; increased accommodation is an absolute necessity." And 'some sucli' 
movement must be taken in, the. immediate future. . . 

SUNDAY ~VENING'S SERVICE. 
Sunday evening the service began at 6.30. The auditorium was again 

crowded in every part, and special reservation had to be made for the baptismal 
candidates.. We have. travelled about the country a good deal, and we have 
heard all sorts of congregations sing; but we have never heard anywhere on 
the American continent congregational singing that can approach the singing' 
in Jarvis Street. Mr. W. J. Hutchinson, our .. Sunday School Superintendent, is" 
also the leader of our singing. Mr. Leonard Penney, our organist, so effaces 
himself that he becomes almost as a spirit which animates the whole cOJigre
gation. 'A 'few years ago we used to hear a great deal about the need of a 
ne'Yorgan in Jarvis Street; and about twice a month the orgall used to go oti. 
strike. "Whatever is' the explanation, even the organ is animated by' a new 
spirit and never strikes: it is always on duty, and under Mr. Penney's magic' 
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touch, speaks as we have heard few organs speak. What a combination we 
have in Hutchinson and Penney! Mr. Hutchinson was specially made for the 
position he occupies, and divinely endowed with gifts which peculiarly quality 
him for his position as leader .. Always good, he seems to be getting better 
and better every day: a man with a passion for souls and the greatest children's 
evangelist we have ever known. At last Sunday's services lie laid hold of 
those great audiences and seemed to lift them to the skies as they sang. How 
glorious were the resurrection hymns! 

To those who read these lines we venture to offer this suggestion: Again 
and again we have insisted that when Christ is made the Head of the church, 
He supplies all the church's needs. But the church's greatest need Is never a 
financial one! The thing that fills us with praise as we think of Jarvis Street 
is the manifest guidance of the Holy Spirit in the selection of officers and 
leaders in the various departments of the work. Whether one looks in the 
Bible School, or the choir, or the diaconate, or the office staff, it is all the 
same. We are convinced that the spiritual gifts necessary to a church's edi
fication will find their place In the life of a church when the Spirit of God is 
given right·of·way. 

Jarvis Street does not save up its candidates for Easter, but at the· evening 
service thirty·one believers were baptized. This makes something over one 
l1undred baptisms since the Pastor returned from his western trip a few weeks 
ago. A number responded to the invitation at the morning service, and.a very 
large number at night; so that there will be, as usual, another great baptismal 
service next Sunday. 

A few months ago we had a visit one week·day at Jarvis Street from Mrs. 
Turnbull, the daughter of Dr. J. H. Castle, under whose leadership the present 
Jarvis Street building was erected. We had pleasure in showing her through 
t.he building which, in earlier years, she knew so well; and we expressed regret 
that Jarvis Street had no sort of memorial of her father apart from a small 
photograph hanging in the vestry. And on learning that we should like to 
have a good portrait of her father, Mrs. Turnbull very kindly promised to 

. provide us with one. We sent her the Inscription which we desired to have 
placed upon the frame of the portrait. Mrs. Turnbull was in Toronto over the 
week·end, and brought the portrait with her. It is a magnificent piece of work, 
almost a life size bust-portrait of her father. The following Inscription which 
was supplied, Is engraved upon a brass plate affixed to the frame: 

JOHN HARVARD CASTLE, D.D. 
Pastor of 

Bond Street Baptist Church-February, 1873, to December 1st,. 18.75 . 
. Jarvis Street' Baptist Church-December 2nd, 1875, to April, 1881. 
By Whose Inspiring Leadership this House of Worship was Erected, 

'. ;. And· .. ·.• 
McMaster University was Projected,· Establlsb,ed, 'and Endowed. 

As Mrs. Turnbull was to be in Toronto only over the week-end, there was 
no opportunity for public recognition of her generous gift apart from the 
Sunday evening service. Mrs. Turnbull consented to be present; and in her 
,behalf the~Pastor presented the portrait to the.church, which was received by 
M:rs. John Lillie as one of the oldest members, all.d,.~s one who, with. her iate 

. husband, had been baptized more. than forty years ago by Dr. Castle:,. In. her 
,usual' felicitous way, Mrs. Lillie, in accep~lng the gift In b'eha~f' ~~ thEi. cl),urbb., 
addressed Mrs. Turnbull as. follows: .. " ., I·. 

"My dear Mrs. Turnbull: 
"I count it a sacred privilege and a great honour to be permitted, on behalf 

of the membership of Jarvis Street Baptist Chu.rch, to accept this portrait 
which you so kindly donate, of your late beloved father, and well-beloved former 
'pastor of this church, Rev. Dr. John' Harvard Castle. 

. "Whlle his famlliar face awakens some memories that are sad, there are 
many, oh so many, that are full of gladness. Dr. Castle was my flrst pastor. 
He baptized iID(Y husband and myself in this baptistery nearly forty-eight years 
ago. I now recall that as together we three stood in the baptismal waters, Dr. 
Castle said, 'Two are better than one, for if one shall fall, the other shall lift 
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him up.' Your fatlier was a man of God: strong in faith, sound in doctrine, 
a wise counsellor, a gracious, helpful pastor and friend. No one ever went to 
hiin for 'sympathy or' advice, and came away empty-handed. During his min
istry he led this church wisely and well to greater spiritual heights, ever 
pointing us to the great Head of the church Whom he so loved to honour, the 
Lord ,Jesus Christ. Of Dr. Cas~le it can be truly said: 

"'He walked with God; and one day 
They walked beyond the boundary line of time into Eternal Life. 
Yes, death is another life. We bow our heads at going out; 
We think, and enter straight another golden chamber of the King's, 
Larger than this we leave and lovelier.' 

"I would be unjust to the memory of your father, Mrs. Turnbull, did 1 faii 
to bear grateful tribute to the memory of your mother. What an helpmeet she 
was in very truth to her husband, standing by his side so loyally, sharing alike 
his joys and burdens! How mindful she was of the stranger who came within 
our gates! The hospitality of her home was so freely extended to them-so 
thoughtful of the poor and needy, the rich and lonely. The gracious influence of 
her presence rested upon us all like a benediction. 

"Mrs, Turnbull, they call me the 'mother of Jarvis Street Church'; and 
on behalf of my great family of children, nearly eighteen hundred of them, 1 
accept with grateful thanks your gift; and assure you that our honoured Pastor, 
Dr. Shields, and his people, will ever count it a priceless posseSSion, hanging 
it in the prayer-room of the church where yonI' father's voice has often been 
raised in intercession in the long ago." 

" 

JARVIS STREET ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Annual Meeting of Jarvis Street Church is usually held on the Friday 
before the last Sunday in April. It has been found necessary to change the 
.date of the meeting this year, so that it will be held on Thursday, the twenty
third of April. Reports from all departments of the work will be received; 
and deacons and deaconesses will be elected. Two years ago Jarvis Street 
adopted the principle of electing deacons and deaconesses for a term of two 
years instead of electing a whole Board and have a certain number retire each 
year. It is possible now to re-elect the whole Board at one meeting, or, other
wise, to change the whole Board. Before the Annual Meeting two years ago, 
the Pastor preached on "New Testament Deacons", and the sermon was pub
lished~:, By request of the deacons of the church the same sermon is repubUsbed 
in lj'Jh'is' 'issue of The' Witness. It is ea.rneSlbly requested' ofJh,at every member of 
the church carefully and prayerfully read this message and give special study 
to the Scriptures upon which'it is' based. . 

Many of us will never forget the Annual Meeting two years ago when 
deacons and deaconesses were elected. No leading was given by the Pastor or 
the retiring Prudential Committee, ,but earnest prayer was offered that the Holy 
Spirit would select the men of God's choice: The experiences of , the past two 
years' hav~ abundantly confir.med our conviction that the men' and womeJi'then 
i:iipoin:ted,·b.ad'-be~n 'selected'of the Lord'for this'important work., We trust 
tijil.t 'veri' ~arn~st prayer will be offered:-that the entire church may recognize 
th:Ei"Headship of,1 Christ and the guidance of the: ,Spirit.' of God; at the Annuel 
Meeting to be held on Thursday evening, April 23rd,. 

: . MR; HUTCHINSON'S LECTURE ON THE GREAT HYMNS. 

On Good Friday evening Jarvis Street was practically filled with a great 
congregation to hear Mr. Hutchinson's illustrated lecture on "The Story of the 
Great Hymns." The choir was in attendance in full force, and under Mr. 
Hutchinson's leadership, interpreted some of the hymns to which be referred. 
It was a most instructive and inspirlDg evening. The greatest enthusiasm pre
vailed among the people; and the Singing of the great hymns of the church 
was an unmixed delight. Some of the old favorites were included, as well as 
some of the less known hymns. 
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Jarvis Street has long been noted for the excellence of its musical service. 
Since our great experience of 1921, the musical part of our service has been 
greatly simplified; but the great congregations which now participate in the 
service of song go to show that in adopting the simpler form of music, we 
made no mistake. We have no "ragtime"; still the great building rings with 
the stately music to which the classics of the church are set. But we have 
no anthem singing, and very seldom any solo singing; and when the choir 
occasionally sings alone, it always sings something that the people can under
stand, and in which they are able, during some part of the hymn, to join. 

On Good Friday evening, Mr. Leonard Penney, our greatly beloved organ
ist, played with his usual fine appreciation of the meaning of the hymns. It 
was a great night when all the people praised the Lord. 

Mr. Hutchinson had found a hymn written by the Pastor and published in 
an American hymnal In 1908. To this he had set an original tune; and :without 
giving the name of the author, the hymn was thrown on the screen and sung 
by the cl;loir. Later the author's name was divulged. In response to' manY' 
requests the verses are reproduced here: . 

"There was never a Prince so royal, 
So worthy of deathless fame; 

There was never a Friend so loyal, 
Such an ocean of love in a name. 

There were never such springs of Sweetness, 
Such streams of ineffable bUss, 

Such DOWArR of holy mAAt.nARR. 

As welled In that hea,rt of His. 

0, Grace of God so boundless! 
0, love of' Christ so. true, 

Has sin your soul so blinded, 
That Jesus is nothing to you? 

"Ever busy His hands with kindness, 
His ~ips over·fiow'd with grace; 

While His teet were impelled to mercy 
Love immortal illumin'd His face. 

And yet. never a friend did fathom 
Such depths of derision and shame 

And never the vilest traitor, 
Did bear such a burden of blame. 

"There were never such floods of sorrow, 
Such griefs as the Saviour braved: 

As were brimming His cup on Calv'ry 
When He drained it that we might be saved: 

0, was ever a heart so hardened 
And can such ingratitude be, . 

That one for whom Jesus su:lfer'd 
Will say: 'It is nothil!-g to me'!" 

REVIVAL NEWS. 

We have just received word of a great day at Fenelon Falls on Easter 
Sunday. At the evening service the' church was packed to capacity, when the 
pastor baptized ten candidates, which made something over thirty 'baptized 
during recent weeks. At the conclusion of the service the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper was observed; and Rev. C. M. Carew gave the hand of fellowship 
to twenty-seven new.members. We are informed that this Communion Service 
was the largest Communion ever held since the organization of the church in 
eig4teen fifty·seven. We greatly rejoice in"the blessing that is coming to the 
Fenelon Falls Church. ; 

.. We are hoping that many other churches will send us brief items of p.ews, 
telling the story of revival. " 


