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tltbt J arbt1S ~trttt l}ulptt 
"KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD." 

A Sermon by the Pastor. \ 
Preached in Jarvis Street Church, TOr.Qol1Jto, Sunday MorI1ling, Jan. 18th, 1925. 

(StenographicaJly reported). 

"Who aTe kept by the pOwer of God through fai,th un'to sa.lva-tion ready to be 
revealed in .the Iaost time."-l Pet. 1: 5. 

~
HIE !human inSltrument through whom God Sjpea:u in this ~ 

. was the apostle (peter. :Lig1ht is someti,mes colored !by the medium 
.. tJhr,ough whIch jt sMnes: i.t .is not the less sunUg1h1t 'beca.1UIe of that 

fact.' And tJhe word· of God: spoken !by Peter, !flhou,gh it may 'be 001-
. ored Illy iPeter's eXiperience, is stUl the Word of God. It.is q'U.ite tT'lle 

!Peter !has a sty-Ie iWbII·ch is !p~culiarly !his own; it dsnot, on 'that 
,!-COOUIlJt, any -less the Word of God at !hds mouth. I think this passage reflects, 
in a .:very speci·al way, t'he experiences of ,the w1'itel'. 

You wan remember how Peter loved !his !Lord. There was no doubt a'bGut it, 
t!haJt Peter was a passionate lover of the Lord: Jesus Ch·r.ist; and w:hen !he S8II.d 
to Him, "Though I should die with thee., yet wi.}} [ not deny thee"; w!ilen he 
de'cla.red: "J: am .ready to' go w.f.th thee, iboth into IPTison, land to deaJth", he 
me:M),t exactly what he saId. He thou~ht he was strong enough ,to stand any 
kind of tem!ptation, and to resist ;the fiercest storm. And yet you remember 
how easHy Ihe denied Ms Lord,; !how Il'epeatedly in the stress of that ifeal'lful 
hour, he declared he d-id not know the 'Man, even sealing blis denial wdth an 
oath. Tha.t must have 'been a very !paj,nfu'l experience to :him when., for the third 
time, he had sa.i.d he did- not know Him, and as ihe said it he lifted- his eyes,. 
and c.aught the direct glance of Jesus. He said nothi·ng. He 'Was there in the 
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·hands of t'he enemy; they were th'irsti-ng for .His blood; He nevel' ueed'6d a 
iV.itness mitre; He never needed alUman sympathy more than He d~d at that 
moment. And as Peter denied Him, he lUted ihi-s eyes, and 'he saw Jesus looking 
at h·im: "The Lord ·turned' and, ;looked upon 'Peter." A Iittr1'e whiie 'before the 
Saviour 'had said, in answer .to Peter's protestation of loyaHy, "Verily I SIlJY 

unto thee, TlLat ·this night, Ibe·fore t'he cock crow; thou sha:lt deny me thrice". 
And when ;he 'had denied Him ·the rthrird time, 'he ·caught ,the eye af Jesus-and 
immediately Peter h'eard in the morning 'hour the crowi;ug of .the cook. And 
he went out and' wept !bitterly. 'Then he s'aw Him tak·en ,to the cross, and he 
saw Him die. And when at last ,the Lov·er of nis soul had ,bowed His ihea.d 
and given up .the ghost, Peter's hearrt W81S 'broken.. 

I visited .many times a woman who w·a.s a member of th'is C'hurch, and w.he 
was very ill. :She had' one daUJgihJter who came to see her; the other children 
had utterly neglected he·r. And one day she sadd to me, "Do you know, Pastor, 
I donlt ·bel·ieve. they would' eveil maike me a cup of tea". Sihe was so terri,bi,. 
forsaM:8'h. :A.nd···tlh·!it mortli.e~ diecl; im'd t'hey 'carried, her body to the under
taker's chapel. And'then all the c'h'ild'ren came!-aond 'theY ,took ~ut their .pocket 
!randkercheid's and wept, and W'l"Ung rthei·r h'ands, and: leaned over the coffin, 
and talked 'aJbout rtJheir "darling" mother~whom .they 'had utterly neglected in 
Hfe. That is the wro·ng time to show our interest in our loved ones; but I 
think Peter must have Ibeen somret·hi;ug Urke that. And wihen he saw Jesus dIe, 
he must nave said·, ''There, now, He is gone; rall!d II I9h·all never 'have an op,por
tunUy . of telling Him how SrOrry 'I ·am. Oh,'I wish II 'had braken !through the 
crOlWd ·and ·stood at His s·lde, and said, I 'kn.ow this man." IBUlt 'he was·too· late; 
Jesus was dead. 

How terrilbly dM'k .those three days-those three dalY'S of t'he Master's 
entombment-m.ust !have !been for Peter! n seems impossible ,fOT me to !beLieve 
that ·Peter was ever able to close his eyes duri·nrg those three days. For j,f, 
"Whom h8lV'lng not see;u" we love, ·W!bat must it bve 'been !to be .In the Master's 
presence fa!!" three ye:ars; to have .Joo~ed into tHlls- ,face, to have 'heard Hils 
voice, to nave felt the touch ot His hrand, ,to have enjoyed tHis .presence! I say. 
when He was gone, ~ter must have maurned' H~m deeply. He had 'hoped in 
Him, 'but his no.pe iW6S now a dead ihope. It was eJttinrg.uished·. 

·Then on the tMrd morning the news carme that some w.omen had ,been to 
the sepulchre, a;ud tih'l!Y had found It open. ,And: Peter, hoping a·ga.lnst hope, yet 
scarcely beLieving, with John, ran to the sepulChre to see if ~t were true. And 
when t'hey arrIved they .found i.t just as othe womal'l had' said: the stone was 
rolled awa.y. '1'hey went fon; and they saw the linen clot'hes ly-in-g. '1'hey saw 
t'he gra.ve was empty; bu't the' Book says,-I'j.sten!-"lHim they saw not". But 
tli.ey saw some angels; lIJnd they went to tell theIr Ibreth'ren of what they had 
seen. 

An'd' ·1 pause to remind ·you al1 of this, that no'body wras convinced of the 
resUrl"rectrion of Jesus ,by seeing rtbe empty sepuIc'hre. ,Many people saw the 
empty sepulchre; ·tlhey saw the Unen clothes lying, tIl1ey hall all the evridence 
that Jes·UrS was' not there; but if you rea'do ·the iNew Testamen·t you wHI rfind that 
the only peO!Ple who. believed dn the resurrection of Jesus were the people to 
whom Jesus Himself appeared. You may al"lgue aoout t'he resurrection of C'hrrist 
unti rthe day of doom; ,but no one win ever believe in the resurrection of Ohrist 
until the r-isen Ohrlst introduces Himsel·f to. mhe SO'\11. 

And then we rea.d~ul ·tells us~th·at!He lIJppeared unto Cephas, (·Peter). 
Would yoru. not li'ke to have an.8;cceunt of that meeting,-1he ,first time they met 
after tihe.rcsnorrectien? Wou~d you not Uke to know exaetly what Peter salii, 
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8iIld what the 'Lord said .to Mm? Woell, if t!he Lord' bad wanted YIOU.tO know all 
that passed' ,in that solemn i'nterview, He wouild have w:dtJten !it down. But.r 
want you y.oung ;people to learn iflhis lesson: the Bible throws a mantle of 
silence over that interview, and not one solitary word that passed ibetween 
Jesus and Peter is here reoo·rd'ed. There are some people Who seem to ,tJh,illlik 
that tihey .ought to telll everyone everythin-g. It lis Wl"'on-g. There ought to be 
some secret dnterviewe between you and YoOur Lord. There are e:q>eriences 
w'hiich· sh.ould be ,pu'blished, to the world; !but there are other experiences' wlhich 
belong to ourselves 'befQTe God. He iIIIppeared u.n-to a:'eter, and no man kllJOws 
what passed·; nor d,Id 'Peter ever te~I ihow ,the TecoD!cUiatio.n was effected. But 
he writes here, and .I think [ understand him now ;wi:th that ibaokogroOund. 
IJisten: ''Blessed ,be 'the God and Fatlher of our Lord, Jesus 'Chl'list, whioh accord
ing ,to his abu·I1tda-n-t mercy hath ,begotJtJen us l8tga:in ,unto a liveloy ihope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Ghrist frmn the dead" .. W,hen 'Peter lPen'lledi ,those words, 
I thin!k he trememlbered how'his !heart was tllrilled wt.'Uie ,dijs~overy tJhat·:Jesus 
was alive, "Not a dead !ho,pe, ,but a liv;ing h.ope". 

That de ·rthe 'S'avi'Our I illreaooed! to you Last ISunday mor,ning, a living 
Saviour. Belgotten to what? Wihat ,for? Wh'at is ,our hope? IHere it is object. 
ivelty: "To an -inher,ttan-ce dncorl'lUptitbl~, and! undefiled, and that '~alleth not 
away, reserved dn hea,ven fOT you". It -is o<utsi'de my ,province tiMs morning 
toO dweH upoIlllthat aspect of tf.ihe text; Ibut the words are wondeTfuUy suggestive 
-,an, inlheritance ',that cannoOt lbe ,eorrulPted, that ,can never !be defiled" and an 
inheritan·ce----m'Ow s1g'lli'fic8'llt-tlha.! 'fadetIl not away. ,s'ome 1nhel'lltances ;f,ade 
away. 'They are lbi-g when you ·get them; Ibut tilley get smaller and smaller and 
emaller until you have nothd-ng left, es,peciaUoy whe'll the family q,uarrel over 
father's will. By the time all -legal expenses are pal.d, there is not enough lef,t 
to go around': 'It is an l.nJherttaIllCe ,that ~~es away. But this ·inherita-nce d,oeS 
not ~de away, and dt is reserved: in iheave'n. 

I do not know why, but GUice some one reported !that I. had !been left a l'al'lge 
sum of money. I doO n'Ot know where th·ey thought I ·had got'it from; !but f.or 
a little. whUe I enjo'yed' the reP\llt&tion of !being ri·ch. I don't kinow Whether dt 
was ,th,at I ma-na,gOO ,to 'be as cheer.ful as a ricll man. But there was an elemen,t 
·of truth .In it, ,for I ',confess 'l am a multi-m:n:1ionaire. lAnd rr con.fe'ss that I 
put all my eggs in one Iba$k:et-tJhey are IWt eggs, I merely u.se that meta.pbo:r-
but I ha;ve ,put aU my wealth ,in one ban;k, the Home Balllk-:-not the Home B8iIlk 
of ToOron-to; if rr had it wouJ.d all have f'aded ,away--'but I :put all I have in the 
Home BBIIlIk ().f Heaven. tA'lld tMs' ,Book teIls me that my dnhertittance, my whole 
for:tune, :is reserved ,in theaven f.or me. II ,have no .fear at aI1·; I am never goi'ng 
to;}le po.or; I am a mdHionaire ,for ever. So are you i.{Y'ou ·believe i'll '~e Lord 
Jesus Ohrist . 

. It is /With ttJb.e .other as'pect of the teX!t 'l wiSh to deal ,this morn:ing. '~ 
served in heaven" -;That is fine .. We have not received, the ::inheritance 1n full 
as yet-''f.or you who are kept 'by ttihe power of God ttJb.rough faith un1p sa·Lva
tlon.4' I desIre to eX'plain to you, ·particu:I~rJ.y to you you·ng converts, how Go1l 
keeps ·those who put their trust in Him. 

I. 
F·irst: to dtis(}uss ·tMs .principle, that grace 'preserves ·the life it gives. The 

very noature of ,salvation requires' itt. I wonder if anyone here can teIl me wib.at 
saIIVa.t.ion 1:;;? 'Someone w().uld say, ".It ds salvation ,fr{)]Il puniSihment, sIr." Some
one else would say, 'In is salvatl.on from hell." That is not wh'at saIvatlon is: 
that is on,ly one aspect of it. Jesus Ohrist came, not primarily to save ,us frma 
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·hell, but He came to save 1U6 from that wihddh makes hell; i1Ie came to. sa:v:e us 
from our sins. Anobher would say, ''II can tell you what salvation is. SalvaJliion 
means tlhat I am gol·ng to /be saved to heaven." iNo, not primarily. We are to 
be saved to fitness for heaven; SQ·ved bo holiness,~om sin to hoUness; and 
thlllJt means from heU to Ibeaven. 

[ remember my ,f·ather teUing me that he met a man who Wf16 a Ibyper
Calvindst. (I am a ·bit of a Calvinist myseLf. II mean by that, [ ,beLieve in the 
sovereignty af God" that He c.hoooes His people). My ifabher asked this m.an 
h'Ow he was getting along SlPirItually. "Oh," he said, "I am resting i·n the great 
promise tbhat the Lorn owHl IS'lI.ve His own." And my father said, "You thdnlk 
you 'are one ()f the elect, then, do you?" "Yes, sIr, I thffn'k ,I am. one of the 
elect." But he ddd' not show muclh 0If tbJe .frntts 'of the ISpin.t in Ibis life. My 
father eonUnued, "What are you elected for?" "I am elected! IUnto salvation ... 
"Yes, IbUit what de s8IlvaJtio'n? . I wUl tell )"Ou !WlIm.~ it 1s: '\For whom he did 
foreknow, 'lhe also dId predesillinate to 'be con·fo.rmed to the imllige of his Son'. 
And the (jnly ;proof that we are God's ch!ildren is ttbllit we rure GodH'ke." That 
is a:ll! I have .seen m.any ohildren whose nlllIDes I d~dJ not need to enquire. I 
have said, "'Why, you are Mr. iSo-and-lSo's son" are you not?" "Yes, sir, but how 
d:id y,ou know?" "WaH," I feel Uke saYing, "no one who ever saw your iflatJher 
would doubt wlhose son you are. Yoo rure j'usrt like him ... 

. Lf we 8I1'e the child!ren. of God, we ·OIl!g1ht 'to' 'be li,ke' God" not li'ke tJhe Devil. 
We are !born again; and by that new \birth we rure .begotten of the Holy Ghost. 
The very .nature o,f God is in us; and we must 'be·oome Hike GO'd. Tlhat is what 
we are s~ved for. There would not be any heaven for us i·f we were not fitted for 
dt. If you were to introduce some lPeIo.ple !to heaven, lit would 'be almost hell foo
them, !because they wOUild no·t ibe reaidy .for it. Tlhe .f·nherilt8.nce is reserved &II' 
us; !bue we are prep·ared for·the ,inheritance. 'Ilhdnlk of a 'boy Who is lent \by his 
father a very large fortune, ·and· a mansIon, f,ull o.f 'Ber-vants; .a:nd: i.f he shoo·ld 
. say, ''[ have !plenty of 1ID0ney, and II have 'a .bf.g house. I don't need to go to 
school;' [ don'lt need itJo' ;prepare myself for anything; [ have aU that heart Co.uLd 
wish." And when he grows up he has IPlenoty of money; but ihe does no.t know 
the alphabet, he ,cannot speak his' mother tong-ue. lHe Is an Jgno~nt, uncultivated 
man, with plenty of money; and he is surprised! Wlhen Ihe gets into his big 
!house tha.t no one wtith any culture w·am.t.s to come and see Mm. They say, 
"He has plenty of money, 'but ihe .Is an .u·neduca.ted, uncul't·ivated· man". J.f t!b.e 
Lorn' were' to. ,give '\lS' a .great inheritance, a.nd 'keep it ·for us, if He d·id not 
prepare us ,for tlhe inheritauce, I am afmi·1l the an·gels· would not come to visdt 
us. They would ,be ashamed of us. Tihere would ·be 'one mansion on .bhe golden 
street th'at wouJ,d be ,paS'sed ·by. But He nat only Teserves ;ilo'l' us our inheri
·tance, Ibut He ,prep'ares us ·for iheaven; He shwpes OUT char8JCters', so ·that when 
we get to !heaven we shall ;be lifdte Him .. And if you do not g·et a ld!tUe ihit of 
Iheaven Inside here, ,you wiU not lh:a:ve mueh heaven outsi.de :by a.nd· ,by. 

Again, Woe are kept. You young Christians, listen: tohe 'Scri:pture says tha.t 
some 'Power, other than your own, meeps you. We haV1e ntO't to 1h01-d on, to keep 
oUl'se1ves, Ibut ISomelbod·y is going to kee.p us. The text is. very simple and 
plain: You are kept ,by ·the po.wer of GOld-not \by your own ·res·olutions, not :by 
the strength of YOUT ow-n wlll, however strong It mIRy 00, ·not '~by work'S o.f 
'righteousness" wh:ich you may do, not even \by your own olbedJience unaided by 
the power of God-you are kept !by the power of God, so that when you get to 
iheaven you wHl have to .8a:y. "I am ihere ,because the ILord slIived me rig.ht from 
the beginnin'g un.tilnow; and H~ has done it all.-Kept Iby the power of God!" 

lNow, iI want to ask the question, How Is this ;power of GO'd mediated to us? 
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What .is this power 'of God ? They !had a her~sy trial in the Episcopal Churc!h 
in the United States'; and the court of :bishops ·found a certadn ibishop guilty of 
!heresy. II should think they would., !because .this is 'What !he sa:Id: "The terms 
'SavIeur' rand 'God! de n{).t 'repl'esent 'PensoILllilities bUlt ,benevolent powe!l"s." 
Wh8lt is the power of Cod? How a.re y'O'U and! !I 00 lbe kept by the power of 
God? Jesus Ohr,i.st is not here tc-day .in the sense that ;He 'Was in the days of 
His fleslh; we cannot see lHim; He cannot te:ke us by the hand ,physically, and 
Hoft us up; 'He does not !Lo that. How, then, is tlhis power of God exercised in 
the Ufe of ltJhe 'believer? T.h"is 'WO!l"d' is another worn for the Holy G!host: that 
is what it mea~s. We are kept by .the ;power 'of the indwelling ,Spirit of God. 

An!L i[ 'believe thlllt is where the weakness Gf the modern chul'ch Hes·. You 
have evangeH-sts wiho ge everywhere prea~hing ·the Word. Hundreds and· thou
sands of SGu1s· may prof.ess ccnversdcn; ther come· in one d'oor of the' chu!l"ch
andJ iIlhey go out the other. '1'he . Baptist churches . ,of the 1S00uthern SUites ;report 
every year a 10·s·s of thi,rtY4ive :p,er ,cent. of their membership; of every hundred 
that come .into the churc!h 'bhirty41ve are lOoSt till' the cl1urch. Wh'Y"? \May it no~ 
·be 'beca.use ·the trufu of t!he New Testament -is' not whelly preBlChed'? Jesu~ 

went home to the ,glory; ,but wheu He went up He sent His ·Spirdt. ~e 'Ei{)ly 
;Spirit came to take possessIen of every 'beldever; and we are ~eI(It only as we 
l'eceive the Ho~y .spirit W'h:o HV'6IS w.ith us every day-and all the day--<to work 
out God's wdU in us. You will remember there is a iScri:ptu!l"e, 'Paul writing to 
the PhHippi'aDs, said': "As ye have always OIbeyed, net as ,in my ;presence only, 
'but now much more 4n my a:bs'enC6, WO!l"k out your own salvatiDn with .rear and 
trem:bloing. For' it is' God wih·i·ch worke<t'ho in yoU 'both to wil'l and to do of 
ihI'sogood pleawTe." ·So tJhe Holy SiPi,l'it. comes to occu'PY our hearts. to 
possess QUI" lives, to control, 10 teach us, to energize OUT wdUs, to malke us 
strong ·in the hour Df temp·tJwtion, and· to ldve out Christ's Life· in US'. We are 
kept by ·the ·power of God';-''strengthened,'' as Paul says to the Colossians. 
"with all might, accord'ing to 'his goIO!l"i,()IUS power, u·nto raU patience and long
suffering wi·th j'oYifuloness·." 

!BoyS and girls, ,do -you ever' get impatient? Do you? Did you ever use 
that slang ex,presslon., '''!b'at is the lim.it"? :Did! Yiou? ,And hla ve you come .to 
the end Qf your Ilong-sufferdng, until you det~ine you will not suffer any 
m"Ore? WeB, there is a power whIch .~s d:elSoi'ilbed as a "glorious !power" by 
wMch we may be strengthened i·n the inner man; whdoh w:nl issue i'n ;patience 
8;Il.d lODg-S1UffeTIing, and joyfuln1*!s·. 'Se we are to receive the ,Spirit of God, .i.r !We 
are 10 ,be kept 'by the power o,f God. 

Now, let me ma:ke ofih'at very practioo.l: "·keprt; Iby iIlhe ,power of Go,d. t!hrougb 
faith." How are'we going to 'h,ave this- 'P,ower? Just as I tum this light on-you 
don't see it, !but f.t is in that wire---oand as \Soon as I ma1re the connection, I get 
the Ugh-t. '!\he I(IOwer of God ,i-s "t.o uswal'd who ibe'Heve, accO!l"·dJi·ng to the working 

•. of Ms mighty !power, whi.cIh he. wrought In Ch:r:dst, when !he raised him from the 
dead." 'How are we to exeTcise fa,ith, so t'hat we are to be gi-ven power? First of 
all. 'believe Itha.t tTutJh 'I gave Y<JU Last "Sunday; lbeHeve ·fue .promise of God that 
when He saves ·fue soul He saves it fDr ever. There is not &llY doctrine I :tI;now 
that is so ,pr.oductive of backslot-ding, and which ~s more dishonoring to God, the 
tlhat dl()ctrine whi-ch teaches that the LO!l"d Jews'.may save a man to-day and let 
him sUp to'1lll.orrow. That sort o.r a ,Savdour is not worth' bnlving at all! No! 
Jesus Christ did nOit cOO)le to ,gi"'e me another Chance. He came to !put my 
salvati.on :beyond: the bounds I().f ·c;b..ance; He 'came to mue ·it 13Jb8"Olute'ly sure; 
and sU!l"e ,for ever. And I shall. Ibe kept by t'he ,power of God, first of all, i·n the 
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measure .in whi'Ch I lbel:ieve that truth. To believe that ,I am. God's Child, and 
.that He win never let me go, win, dn -itseLf, heLp me .to walk in the ways' of the 
Lord. 

We should· have 'faitih in a living iSaviour, not only dn a 'crucified, but in a 
risen :Saviour. Remem·ber .the jpower whiCh is "to usward who 'believe" is tlhe 
power which found ,Lts fullest manUestation in othe resul"rection of Ohrist. And 
wOlat God· did in ChTist in the resu!l"reotion, He wants to do 4n you and me. 
A'Ild 'We are to ibelieve! '[ think ~eter had ·that in mind when he wrote thil:l; 
I t'h·ink he must have remem'bered the ·LoTd· sa·y,ing to :Mm, ."Simon, Simon, 
behold', ·Sa,ta.n !hath desired .to· have you, that lIe may si·!lt yoou as wthea,t: 'but I 
have prayed for thee, that thy ·faith ;fail not." And' Petier, look,in,g 'back on 
that, wOlLld say, "I know now Willy I was kept; [ okn'Ow now why I did n-ot sLip 
rig:b.t over the preaipi-ce, willy I was not lost-it was IbecaUse He.prayed f-or' me." 
I ttll:ink he was ,preseI1t~1 know 'he was-when Jesus ,uttered· those 'Words in the 
seven·teenth chapter of Jio:hn, ,in His High Priestly prayer, ''Those ·that thou 
gavest me'i[ !h·a,ve kept, and none o,f t'hem is 10st-IPeter or any of them. Peter 
is going to deny me, bwt 'he is not gOing to ,be lost-none of them Is lost" 'but 
the son of perddtion; that ,the scripture mi.ght lbe fulfilled." And .then 'He 
pmyed· Ito t'he Father, "Holy :F'a.ther,--!lteep-keep-keep~kee.p---'keep througih 
thine own name those w!hom rthou 'hast given me." 

I Vlldnk ·Peter never forgot that prayer. ' He knew Jesus Christ 'Was in ,the 
glory prwy.ing for him. ,So many people come to me, and say, ''I wdslh you 
woUild liMY ·for this one and for that 'One; ·and I am ,glad they do. I try to 
!l"ememoor them as ,f·a:r as I ·can, 'and ~s the ·Lord· lays them on my 'heart. iBut I 
'!"ould say to you, my dear .friend·s, t'hrut we have an Intercess'or Willo ds aI-ways 
prayoin,g for us-that we may be kept, as we· were reading this mor-Ding, 
"Behold', he tJh'at keepeth Israel shan.neither sluIDlbe!l" nor sleep." 

Again, 'We are to receive the 'Promise of tlhe 'Spiroit .througfu ·f.aith. ,:;loomeone 
says, "Well, ;how can I know when I nlave Ithe Holy G'host?" Now we are on 
deUcate ~rou·nd, aren't we? "How may I .know when I have the Holy Ghost?" 
How do you knoW' when yoou nave Christ 'as' your :S'aviour? You answer, "1 
know It on the authority of 'God's Word,. That ·is ho'W I ·know it." How!m1llY I 
kn.ow that [ have the Holy Ghost? iBy S'Peaking wd1lh tongues? A thousoand 
times IDO! Thalt is not Vlle evidence. I am a:bsolutely positive that thousands 
and thousands of 'God's' people have 'ha.d the ,fu'iness of the Holt Ghost who 
never did speak w·ith tOIlig.ues; and I o8IIll equaHy su,re thlat a great many Wlho 
profess to Sipeak wdth tong.ues never d~ci' have the HoIy Ghost! No. my kiends, 
that ds not the evidence. We are to recei'Ve t'he :promise' of othe !S,pirit throougfh 
faith. .NoIf ye ,then, Ibeing evH, know 'how to gIve 'good' gifts unto your cMldren, 
how muoh more shoall your :Father whdch is in heaven g.ive goo,d' ,th·ings to them 
that l8.S·k him?" Ask Him !for His Sp,irit; and having asoked .fOT it, ,believe you 
have it. IDepend· upon. the Holy Ghost to ke·ep you, just as you depend on 
Ch·r.ist to 'Pray fOT YOO'u" and' His blo·od to ·cleanse yoo. 

Is tlhat a:m.? No, we are to believe ,in a Uving :Saviour, and in a ldving Spil'it, 
and we are to ibeHeve in a. living Word. .. Aooordoing as his di·'vi.ne power hath 
given unto us all 1lhin.gs that pertain unto }Ii,fe and god'l'iness, :tJhrOough the 
knowledge of ih.im ithat hath caned us to glory and v4rtue: whereiby aTe girven 
unto us exceeddng ~eat and precious promises: t'hat .by these ye might be 
partakeTS of the divine nature." Willen I ,believe thIs pr!)m.ise: '''He that hath 
the ,Son ihath life"---'WIhen I ,beloieve that .promise, th'at promise communi'ClIIItes 
Idle to me, a.nd· I 'have Idle. I cannot expll'a:in it, w't there it !fs: ''God! 80 

. j 
\ 

( 

, 
? 

, 
I 



THE GOSPEL ,WITNESS 7 

loved the wo-rld, that he gave :I1·is only ibegotten Son, that whoso-ever ibeldevetJb. 
in ihim sihould not perish, but Ihave e-verIasting Ufe." When you !belie-ve '~1111~ 

you have everlasting. life, it is communicated .to you; a.nd in the same way. the 
great .p·romise of God which promises to give us 'graee, suCh grace as is necessary 
to holy Liv:ing, 'as we bel,leve this promise, th-at gT'ace Is oommundcated to u.s. 

That does not me'an that we are to !believe onlly the -comfortable promises of 
, .. God. A great many .people UJke to have ·com,fort; and i·f I were to preaeh this 

morning as Ito 'milllke you !bring out YOU'll handJkercl1iefs· and wlpe your eyes, and' 
think of aU the dEath'beds you ever heard of, a101 tille sorrows and afflicltions you 
bave had, and! t'hen assure you everytMng ·is an ri·ght-well, It would' !be 111.11 
trne, and you would go ihome and say, "W'hat a fine sermon the Past(lr pre·ached 

'-/: 
" I 

this m(lrning. .J do ~'OJV:e com.forting sermons; ,I ·do WliSh IPreachers would gdve 
us more comforrt."· There is a !place ,for a spiritual opiate,. :pet:lhaps, :but very 
otten we have·need (If sometihdng else. Let me ask 'you, What do we want. wihen 
we ask that? Do we 'WWlt comfort or ChristUkeness? Do w'e want ,to graw up 
into 'Christ? Is oflhere a young man or woma.n saying, "I want to get tJhe vert 
ibest the Lord has' for me. Every day :I Uve 'I want to put off the old .man and 
Jpout on the new." If that ie wha.t you waIllt" y·ou must ihave some,tJMng mo·re than. 
comfor.t. 'Dhere.is a d,iscipld.ne in tlhe Wo-rd, of God; and we are .to reooive the 
!promises of '~d whIch discipline us, by faith; and' Test upon them also. 

Here is a word .that wi'll a.p;p.1.y very especial·ly to young i(leOiple, lbut ,to 
everyone. 'l!ou WMlt hles·sedness, d(l you? "Yes,". someone says, "-1 want to 
have a' ha:ppy time." iWeB, I win teIl you how YO'1l may !be blessed-no, the 
Lord, will: '\BlessedJ is oflhe man tillat waIketh not in the counsel of tille ungodly." 
T,hat is one thdng. Now you 'boys. you 'were dn ibad eompany 'last week, and 
you 'know :it; and! you iheard some !boys taking the name of the Lord Jesus d'n 
vain, and,' sayi'n,g things that you would not Uke to say you-rael,f ,before you,r 
mooflher; and you kno-w very weH th'at the law of wisdom :was 'not in ·the 
tongue thllllt you listened to last week; and too mu'ch you were ,influenced by 
what some· un'godJy 'boy saJd. /Bu.t YOU Want ihappiness! you want to !be kept 
from misery! Then ta:ke ·tJhat Word of ·the Lord, and' 'say, '~ ibe11·eve that :up 
to the hUt, and I want 'happiness; and tille word of ,the Lord says ~eep out of 

'" bad com.pany,' and I am going to keep out of d,t. Whenever I 'hear anyone 
talki·ng like that I am going to s'hun that 'boy's company from that moment." 
That -is what :the Word of th·e'Lord teaclles; and 'We Me t(l receive the W()I1"d of 
the Lo-ro', ·and, !believe ·~hat it means exactly 'Willat :it says. "!Nor standeth in the 
way of sinners." If you walk in the counsel o,f the ungodly you ownl almost 
certa:inly stand in the way of sinners; and by and! Iby you wdU sit in ,the seat 
of the scorn-tul. Noow the Word of the :Lord says if y,ou want Iblessedness, Ikeep 
away from tihese thlings. We are kept !by the pOwer of God· ifJh'1'ougih :faith. in 
that w(lrd .of direction, God H:imse1'f by the Holy Gihost, ,keeping us !by the 
power o·f that Word·. And you y,oung men, you are a.t ,coHege, aTe you? Yes, 
sir. ''!]31essed'.is the m3iIl tha.t walJketh not in the counseI of the ungoo'ly." '!bat 
lIIlay mean some godless ,pro·fessor willo reflects upon t'he i-ntegri,ty of oflhis Word. 
If you are gOing to get happiness, get out of that atmosphere as quickly 88 you 
can. 

"IHis deU·ghlt is in 'the law o,f the Lord; and .in his I1IIW doth he mediitate 
day and nd~t." "Well," someone saY'S, "Y'Ou don't mean· ,to say, SliT, I a.m gOing 
to ,find 'happiness by rea:d~ng the Bi'ble?" No, I d'o not; ith8lt is what otJhe Bilble 
says for itseJ.f. It says that w'hen you and I, tauglht :by tJhe Spirit of God, 
ihaV1e loearned' to ttaJke deI:iglh.t I.n the wisd~m of the: 'Lord 11.6 haTe re-vealed, we 
!have' bag-un to ,be :bl~sed; and 11.6 we meditate day and night, we shall 'be :kept 
. from all t'he sorrows that come to the u'IlgooIy. 
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J: could quote you many Scriptures: Take ifoT in'stance tihis ~ord; everyone 
needs tMs: "iI.f any man oIiimong ~ou seem ·to be .reUg.ious, and' ,bridleth not hde 
tOJligue, bu't deceivetlh his own heart, thIs man's religion is va.in." fl'hoat is not 
a 'V'ei:Y oomllorting WOI'd, is it? beC'llluse we all fail, -in some respects, to bridle' 
OUT' tongues. U·I IIlIDl godng' to be kept !by the ,power of God: through faU;!h unto' 
salvation, I ha'V'e oto 'beHeve willat God says to me a:bout myotongue, ihave [ not? 
Let us !be !pra:Cll:doaJl. ·This de not a 'Pl'ofound ·s'ermon; it is, a ·pracUcal serm.on.' 
God SlllJYs if we are going -to ib.!lIve a reUgdon that ilB worth -w'Mle, tit must Itouch our 
'tongues; and i,f i-t dloe,s not our,rel-igiou 'is vain. Now, does y.our reUgion govern 
y,our tongue? .Does y-our religion put a lbT'idle upon yQUr ,ton'goue? Has it 
sea,soned, your ,conversation since y.ou weI'e s8;ved? I.f we are to be kept In 
·thast matter, in .respect to 'the tongue, we must just !believe rwhat GOO's Word 
say~, and depend: I\lIpon 'Him, and ask Him to selt a watch on our lips and bridle 
our .tol!'!1iUes. And He will do lit. 

'J:Iake the question of 'amusements, yoOU young iPeo~ple: [ spo'ke on 1ihat 
question a ,few years ago, aIlId we h·ad almost an ell;l'Itlhqual[e in the churoo. 
We lost aN the peop:ie wib.o went to the theatre, and many wtho did .not. B'Ilt· 
ihere is wh'at II sai'ct ItIlen, and [ T'epeaot it now: the teaching of IScripture .i·s thds, 
·tlhat When you see there is some·thdn.g In .your life Ithat m'ay lead som'ebody else 
astray, ioIt Ibecomes y·our d'uty, as a OhT'lstian, to give that othdng up for the 
mke of someone eIsa. I·f you can ,go to the thea-tr·e w-it'hout !hoa:rm, -if you are a 
Christian You win a;bsolutely ref'llse to gQ, !because YoOU may lood! someone else 
to do· i.t. ,And so with a;lllthe olther thJings' that 'l 'Cour.ci enlllIIlerate. But we will 
nave nothing to do 'With ,tihose things !beC8iuse of the power of God's Word .. 
Read the eighth chapter of ofil'6t Coru,ntlhians. If you want to Ibe ]rept out of .the 
theatre, talke that oehaplter and get down on YOI\lr Iknees before the 'LoI"d, and say, 
"LOO'd, hel!P me ,to ibe'1ieve Thy Wooo, and to ,be 'kep,t !by the .power of Gpd, and 
be saved from thIs thing." 

ISo there de not a duty of ~ilfe for wb.ic:h y'ou eann-ot 1i~d 'instru,otion in tMs 
Book. It wHl tell YoOu what to doD at 'h,(}me, -in -t'he office, and everyw'here. And 
if we are to 'be kept by 1Jhe power of God, owe must 'receive God's' Word !lit dts 
face value, l~eUeve it, 'a'nd depen.d u!poD, it, .and, the ipower oO·f the Holy Ghost . 
wiH help you. And so we shaH Ibe ''kept !by the :power of God through faith 
unto s'alvati.on ready to ,be reveaied in the last time." 

I wonder ihow man'Y of us ,tihis mornIng are ready so to give ourselves 
whoHy to G,od, a;nd! ·leave ourselves w!hoI'ly'in His lhaIllds? 

THE PASTOR RETURNS AND IS AWAY AGAIN. 
Tihe Paslto,r returned from Chka~o· Sa:turday aftemooon. Thc deacons 

met at 'half-pasit six, for meetings must 'be crowd'ed in whler·e poss,ib/oc, Toll-e 
prayer meeting room was crowd'ed at eight o'clock; and !.'he spirit of p,rayer 
was mighHly upon the pe'ople. W,e ar,e l'Iejo·iocd to kn·ow that during the 
Pastor's abs,eoce Tu,csday and Thursd,ay ,of lasot week there were great meelti,ngs. 
T'he ThursdlaY ev-clloing mCieting was not held in the auditorium, but the 1arge 
Leoture Hall was oro,wd,ed in every pant when the Rcv. A. J. Bowen, of the 
Soutlh African General Mission, gave an address. 

A·fter 'PI"eparin.g copy for ,t'h'is V,TiItness the Pa.stor loeft alt s·ix o'clock Mon~ 
day evenin.g £Ocr EvansviUe, Indiana, where he wj.)) spe'ak Tuesday and Wed~ 
nesd'8.Y evenings. He will return not later ·than Friday; a'nd wi!,1 hc at the 
pra)'le'r me,etil\1.g Saturday .ev-elliing, and wi!'1 preach <lit bOoth s,ervices on Sunday. 
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The publication of this "aper as a misslon~ry en.terprise is made possible by ~he gifts of 
members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and IS sent to subs~nbers by ,!,at! for $.2.00 
(under cost) per year. If any 01 the Lord's stewards who read thIS have rec.elved bleSSing, 
we shall be grateful for any thank·offering you may be able to send to The Wltne.s Fund at 
any time; and ealleeially for your rrayer. that the message of The WitneSoS may be u~ed b,! 
the Holy Spirit for the defence 0 the Faith, the salvation of BOula, and the exalta!to~ Oi • 
Christ. As our funds make it po .• sible, we hope to add te our Iree ~ist, from time to ·time, 
the name's of ministere at home and missionaries a·broad. 

EDITORIAL 
THE INTOLERANCE OF FAITH. 

We are hearing a great de~l nowad.a~s IIIbout ·the virtue of tolerati'on BInd 
the val-ue to s'ociety of ,brollldmiu,d'edness. in some quarters there seems to be a 
special conviction that a Ipecul,iar quality of divin-e .inspiration and a.uthority 
belongs to t!b.e thirteenth 'chapter of first Corinth1a.ns·. (.An'Y ooequate interpre
tation of that -chllApter, however, we fear 'Would 8Ppreciwbly afrect Us popularity 
amon-g those Wlho profess to be so devoted Ito its prium.ples. iFor .instalnce, 'love 
"rejoiceth not in :iniquity, :but rejoiceth in the tl'!\lth".) 

We know a ·~e-a.t IIll8.ny ministers w:ho excel in the v'lr.tue of ;\;oleratio.n. 
They tell us they' preach ;the gospel and 'IlIoth-ln-g but the g·ospel; a-nd t.b.at'they 
pre·a&.. 'it ibecause they lbelieve n. !But they ·believe dt to 100 a Christian duty to 
make large allowances for the views of other people. We heard a ·brother say 
recently that whi.Ie he had· no doubt whatever, pers'onany, in respect to the 
vir.g1·n birth of Chri~t, he was prepared to be very' generous toward the man 
who ,fou'IIJd, it difficult to' !find language 1n Wlhi·ch to express his !belief on that 
subJect. Thus it comes' to .pass th'a.t some ·professedly ·orthodox. pre.aehers are 
able to walok nil step,. not only 'in clI.ur·dh mem'bershiop, ibut ·in official reillitions'hi.p 
as pa.S/tor to deacon, w-ith· men 'WIhose views are openly and aVlOlWed·ly anti-
8Upernatu.ral. 

.In wider denominational relations-hips we fi-n-d men who never . cease to 
declare -their ()rthodoxy, who yet serve on Iboards and SUllPort i,nstltutions 
whose tea.ooi·ng is subversive !Of evangeUcal faith. ;r·nVQl'ia;bly ·these amiaible and 
tolerant ',breth.ren teU us !tJbat the gentlemen who deny the ,~a4th are IliIIlO'Ilg the 
loveLiest dh:aracters in the world; oodJ that :iIf only we knew Dr. -So-and-So, all 
our antagonism to his views wOlUld !be at an end. Wib.e:n we hear these thingS'
and we hear ·them often, even to the !POimt of weariness-'We wond'er sometimes 
whetiher a certai·n tylpe of mi·nister's mind has suffered some sort of menta-I 
para.IYlsis; or whether only one lobe of 1ihe ibrain· is working, C8;using these 
breth~en tOO fOI'ge.t how to reas'on or 'how·to think; or wh·ether, for some ·reason, 
a d·istinct l~ne of e1eaiVla,ge 'between ·the lillitellecmal a.nd the mOil'al and sp·iritua:l 
has ibeen effecte·d., so that a man's views of truth iIlO longer have ~y relation to 
his con-duct. We hear it said, ·~r. ISo-and~So is a 'man of Wi·nsome personality; 
he believes !tJhe gospel, too, but evidently cO:nce.ives it to be hlos duty to have nl\) 
conten-tion with men of contral"Y OlIinlons." 

The question we ask .in ·th·is artd'cle -is this: Is that professed :belief of -the 
.' .truth whdch 'is 'complacently tolerant of error rea.Ily evangeliJCal faith? For an 
I answer tOO t'hat question we .must go back to ~he IBook itseLf, for iherein is tlhe 

truth upon. which evan.gel~cal lfaith rests. Wib.:at of the Person Wlho is tlhe 
object of our f.aith? WI8.S· He dOUlbtful 'IIIbout His own mission? Did' He !beldeve 
in the absolute finalJity of ·th'e dIvine revelation m8Jde to men through HimseLf? 
Did He make lIIJIlIy distinction between light and darkness, between troth and, 
error, ibebween righteousness and u.nrighteousn~s? A volume could 100 written 
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in SlLpport of !lin affiI1Dl~tive a.nswer to these' questi.ons. He ibelieved !i.n the 
un.jqueness of His oOwn !person8ll1-ty, i·n the ddvi·ne authoOrity of His message, and 
of the fuUness and finality of that di·vine revelation of truth oOf which He was 
Himsel.f .the incarnation. A few passages are sufficient to establ·ish this con
tentioOn: "Verily, ·verily, I say UIlJtoO thee, E:xcept a man :be bor.n agQin, he 
cannot see .the k'i~om oOf God"; "He that ibelieveth on him is noOt condem·ned': 
but 'he th'at !believeth not is oondem·ned al1'68dy, 'b6cause he ihath not believed 
in the name of the oOnly begotten :Son oOf God. And this Is the coOndemDaJbion, 
that light is come into ·the world, and men IoOved da.r:lmes:s rather than >light. 
because their d:eeds were evH"; "Verily, verily, ·1 say unto you, 1 am t'he doOor 
of the sih.~. kll thalt ever came !before me are thdeves and ·l.'IoiJllbers: but 1lhe 
sheep did ·not hear them. 1 81m the door: ·by me j.f a;ny man enter in, ihe shall 
be saved, and shall goO In and out, 8Illd 'find pasture."; "I am the way, t'he truth, 
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 'bUit by me"; "He tha.t rejecteth 
me, and receiveth -not my woOres, hath one ·that judgeth him: the woOrd ·that 1 
have SlPo;i.ten, the S'aIIIle shall judge ihim dn the l8!st day." 

Bu.t was He tolera.nt of thoOse who differed ·fr-om Him? Knowing iHi-msel,f 
the truth, CoOuld 'He :Ugh-try regard er·ror? Let lHim 'SlPea'k: ,for Himsellf: "But. 
WoOe unto you, S'criobes m1d iPlharisees, hYipocr·ites! for ·ye shut up the kingdom 
of !heaven agadns.t men: for ye ·neither go in yourselves, neither s-uf!:er ye them 
that are enteri,n'g toO goO dn. Woe unto YoOU, scrilbes a.nd Pharisces, hypo,cI1tes! 
foOr ye devou·r widoOws' 'houses, and ,for a !pretence m.wke loOng 'prayer: therefore 
ye sha:ll receive the greater damnation. Woe unto you, scrilbes and Pharisees, 
h-y,pocriltes! for ye ·com-pass sea and l'and tOo' make one proselyte, and when he is 
made, ye maJke him tWloifold more the ·Clhild ef hell than 'Yourselves." 

But now, W1b.at of ·the d:iscl!Ples o,f the apostoLic day in rwhom the faith of 
Christ reSiided? ir·n has sermon on Pentecost, Peter made no excuse for those 
who by wicked hands had sla.in t!b.e Just 'One; Ibut requl.red of all repentance as 
the only way olf Ufe. Nor did his prea.ahin:g ·consist ·in mildly settin-g furth the 
truth, aveiddn-g all coilitrast with 'errer, ·as for example: "Be it known unto 
you aH, and to aU the peo.p1e of [s·rael, -that 'by t!b.e name ef Jes-us Chr:ist of 
Nazareth, whem ye .crucified, w'hem God raised from the dead, even by hdm doth 
Ws man stand bere 'before you whole. 'l'his' ds the stone which was set at 
nought of you 'buHders, which is Ibe'come the head o,f the cerner. Neit:her ~s 

,there salvation -in any O't'her: !for there is none other name ·under hea.ve-n given 
among men, whereby we must ibe saved." 

'I!f we take the ih,uman autOOr of the thirteenth 'chapter of first Corinthian;; 
as an example of wlerance, what ihas he ,to say? "I marvel that ye are so soen 
removed !from him that called, you 1nto the grace of Ch·rd·st -unto a:nother gospel: 
which as not another; 'but there the some >tJhat trouble you, and WIQIU·ld ,pervert the 
gospel o·f Christ. Bu.t ltih.ou~ we, or an angel from heaven, :preach any otiher 
gospel unto you than th8!t w'hd·ch we have !preaclIed unto. you, let !him Ibe ac
cursed. As we sadd :before, so say 'I ·now a,gain, U any man preach any '!l,ther 
goOspel u·nto YOU thllln that ye ha.ve received, let l1im ,be ·accurs·ed·. 'For do [ now 
perS<Uiad.e men; or God? Qr do 1 seek to !please men·? for !i,f 1 yet pleased men, 
1 should not Ibe the servant o£ Christ .. Bu.t 1 ·certify you, brethren, that the 
gOSIPel which was prea.ched of me -is not after man. For ,I neither received 1-t 
of man, ,neitiher was I taught :it; 'but !by the ·revelatien oOf Jesus .Ohr.ist." Or 
again. wihen EIYlID!I:I.S .tJb.e "Sorcerer "withstood ,them" (Ba.rn,a,~as and Sa-ul), "seek· 
in.g Ito turn away the deputy from the !fa.itih.. T.b.en 'Saul, (who a-lso is called 
Paul) ~l'led with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him. And said, 0 ,full of all 
BU!btUty and all mfs.chief, thou child of the' devi·l, ·th()U enemy of all righteous-
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ness, wiU thou not -cease to perverot tme right war.;- of the Lord? And ~w, 
belhold, _the ,h8lnd of ,the Lord is npon thee, and thou shalt ibe blind, not seeing 
the sun for a season . And immedIately there feH on him a wst and a darkness; 
and !he 'Went a:bol\lt seeking some to -lead him !by the hand. Then !fihs deputy, 
willen he saw What was done, 'believed, ibei,ng Mtonilshed at the doctrine of the 
Lord." 

Agai·n: hear what the ibeloved John :has to say: "U there come 8:DY unto you, 
and bring not ilJh-is ,doctrine, receive him n'Ot d~o y,our house, neither Ihid him 
God speed: for he -that biddeth him God speed is ,part-alter of his evil deeds." 

What oif the Iprinciple ,proposed for our -guidance ·in our attitude t()waro 
religious sr·ror were applded to other realms, where would it lea:d us? Why 
inS'is't upon albsolute accuracy, even to a single eent, ~n the teller's cage' in the 
'bank? He is dealing only an material values. Are these matters of grea.ter 
'importance ,than that 'heaven,ly currency. in which, 'by s;peciaJ. diivine revelalliO'D, 
.spiritual values are expressed? W!hy not !be tolerant in ,the matter of dollars· 
and, ·cen-t.s? Why not lbe charitable when a man is w·rong in IIlis accounts a few 
.hu'ndred dollars? Why insist ;in the bank a,n-d in lbusLness that ever.ythin-g be 
standardized by a fixed a:nd d·n~r.iaJble mu.ItiplicaJtion table? W!hy not modify 
at and dntroduce a little tolerance ,into the aud~tor's department? 

iWhat if,tihe rule were appUed in tiIle chemical la:boratory? Or, to be very 
simple, when YiOU take your physician's prescription to t'he druggist, i,f Ihe should 
say that certain of ;the ingredients prescribed by your doctor are -not in stock, 
why not say to him, "I am very broad,minded: I do not ·believe in beIng over-· 
exact. I prea'Ch an-d practi-oe ·tolel"8:nce everywhere. You ha:ve many bottles on 
your sibelves; m·ake up the ,prescr.lption of someth:l-ng eise"? That,·of course, 
is wbsuro; /because the Ufe of the body is at ·SJta;ke. But ds !flhe life of the /bo.dy 
of -greater moment thl8.!ll the life ()If the soul? If a ·druggist 1ID8JY not taJke ltl.berty 
with a prescl'!i'ption issued: iby a physiciam. who ds a fellow-mortal and lfaJUble like 
'himself, why should it !be insisted that we should be tolerant IOOward those w.ho 
would change the prescription of ·the divine Physician, wben He -tellEr us specl· 
fica;llr that there is but one_ Way of me? 

Why ·n'Ot apply the 'prinmple lin travel? Why i·nsist upon the accuracy of a 
rai'lway 'g>Udde? W'hy talke pains to -ascertain wha,t train you !IllIUst ta.ke i·n 
order to arrive at a .g.iven desti·nation? Ever.yone 'knows the answer. The troth 
is, this so-called tolerance :is Ibut another name for dndifference to truth. Faith 
is !flhe respon-se of a dlvdnely enIdJgibJtened soul to tru.1lb. di·vinely revealed in ·the 
o~ly -begotten /Son 0If God. True faith knows !beyond alI pera-dventure that
there is Ibut one Sa:vdour, and that there is !but one way of salvation, which -is 
repen.tance toward Ood as the lOne against Whom we have sinned, and faith 
toward ou:r Lord Jesus Cb.,rist lW'ho "dde-d for our slins aooordi,ng ·to the scrip
tures." 

We ·challenge a ·contradiction .of the statement, ilJhat a fadth tha.t ds de1ilb
erately and- knowingly tolerant of error, of that which would su!bvert the gospel 
of Chr.Ist, is on'ly a faith so,called. iT·rue faith, dn the nature of the ease, must 
be i,ntolemnt--.even as r-ighteo.usne-ss is intolerant of I\l-nr.i-ghteousness, and light 
is 1'ntolerant. of da:rkness, and Christ is dn'to.lerant of Beldal. 

"STRANGE FIRE." 
The fire o(which our text s'Pe~ks was kindled by God Himsie1-f. It was a 

s~perna·tu,ra-1 fire. It ·hald a place in a.1I the -acts of W'ol'lSihip. The .sacrifices wc-re 
con'Bumed iby this fire. W'hen the pri,ests put incenlSe in Itheir censel'lS, N·. 
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asc'ended ito God with the prayers of tlhe people, fiU~ng the tabel'll1Qcle with 
sweet ()dours, when touched by ,the flame 'of tJhe heavenly alrtar-fim"e. The 
Jewish religion, a·t Ith.e inauguration 'of the Tahernacle serv.ice, was differen
tiated fr-om all ,other religionlS by this .sup·ernatural element, signify·ing t:hat 
this gate i·nto ,tme divine Presence opened upon a path which was light,cd ,from 
the skies, and which shone more a'nd more unto the perfect day. 

Nadab and Abihu were ,s'ons ,of ·Aaron. They :had be·en called and c·onse· 
crated to their offic·e. If ever mien were really ,Un "holy orders" t·hey were. ~ 
But they appear t'o have been llifted up with pride, to hav'e had a too meagre . 
conceptio-n 'of the divine Majes!ty, and a grea:t1y ·exag~era!ted view of t'h.e.ir own 
importa·nce. Tihey Ithough.t If.hey could serv'e God in 's'ome other than the 
divInely ordered way. Th,ey were i~ no 'need of the fire from heaven. They 
did not rue·ed the ,super·natural in their' ~digi'o-n. They could see no reasen wlhy 
fil'e 'of their ·own kindling was .00001 "just 'aIS good" aSI t!hat which was ever 
bUl1ning upon t:he aHar. Their ce'ns,ers were made a'fter the divine pattern, 
their inc·ens·e was "tlhe pure ~ncens:e of sweet sp'kes, accord·i'ng ·to the work of 
the ap·ot,he'ca.ry," burt ItJhe fire was of ,their own, kind'ling: "And Nadab and 
AMhu, ,the s'ons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire thereioIl, 
and put inc,en-Sle thereon, a'rud offered· stra·nge fir.e 'before ,the Lord, which Ihe 
c·ommanded them .n.ot. And t'here wen,t 'ouit fire frem rtIb·e Lord', and d,evoured 
them, and they died befere the Lord. And Moos'es- s'aid unto Aaron, Thi.s· is 
that the Lerd spake, sayin,g, I will he osarudtifi'ed in them that ceme ·nigih me, 
and hefer,e all the peeple I wiU be g;lerified. And Aaren !held' his peac,e." 

Has >thi's sitery any New Tes,tament parallel? Do tJhe princi.pl'es ·underlying 
stiH dbtain? De men presume to. offer "strange fil"e 'hefeore the Lerd" te.day, 
and if s'e, do·es the same swift judgmenlt f01loew? 

It w.as when the Pharis·ees attributed the pe·weor by wlhich Jesus cas.t ollt 
evH spirits to. Beelz'ebu'b, that ].esus' said, "He that Ishalll blaspheme agains.t rtlhe 
Hely Ghost ihath never forgivenesls, 'buit is in d'anlger c'f e,tern'al damnation: 
becanse t'h'ey said', He ,hath 3Jn uncl-ean spirit." JOIhn said, "There i,s a sin unto 
d,eath: I do n,olt s'ay that ye s·hall pray for it." T.h.e sin ()of Ananias and Sap· 
phira was that o'f "lying to :the Holy Ghost," and they, ,like Nada'b a'nd Abiihu, 
"died befeore 'the Lord." 

When d'ea.!jn.g witlh s'uch solem~. ma·tters :it i's wis.e t,o write with great 
caution. l'he Tepud'iation of the supe·rna.tural 'in re1igron, ·the bult thin.ly-ve·i1ed 
attemp't to r-educe the BibBe' to. the .Ieve'l of 'other lbooks, the .substittt.mc'n cf 
the oracular d·ictum ,of a col;ess'al con'ce~t which aSlsumes the aHas of "oschelar
s'hip," for ">tIhe spir·it of wisdom and revelMioon. in, the knowl'edge of Chris,t"
all t,his is s·o akin ~n, priniciple to' t:h:e .sln ef Nad'a'b a·nd' AMhu, a.nd of Ananias 
and S.apph~a, and to that u:nparo,onaMe Itrans·gr.ess'j.on ()f wlbkh the Saviour 
spoke with waorning ve·i,ce, tlh.,.'lt ,the rev·ere·nt s·oul ·canno,t wit:rtlCss 'sU'ch a spectacle 
withoUit fear of some consumi'ng judgment. 

By how .malllY .i,s "strange fire" o·ffered beier,e' the Lo.rd! De we s,erv'e in 
His 'hol:v temp'le ,oll,ly hy !the ~,ig'ht c·f the Heavenlly Flame'? Do we walk in 
the Spiriot? Do we seek to und,el1s,tand' Ithe Bible by the' Spir~t? Do w,e pray 
11n vhe Spirit? Do we .pr,each, do we t'each, do we give' in the Spirit? Do we 
recogni7!e that only by that Fke can Ithe ~old 'be r'efin,ed, or t·he sacrifice 
offered, or ,the loIl,ce'n,s,e 'burned, or t:he 'humaon. 'be ·]j£ted to the divine? 

Al1d d,o any '~die bef.ore rf:Ihe Lord."? "If Q mam abid·e net 'in me,' 'be is cast 
f.ortth as a bran'dh and is wither-ed, and they gather 'tIh,em, arud ca'stt them !noto 
the fire, and 'they are' !buTonled·." Ye's: many "dle before >the Ler'd." N 011: a.s 
Nad'ab and A:bihu, al1d Ana'O~s and Sapp'hira, aos Ito :1::h:ei,r hod'ies, but they die 
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just as surely. That is. the explanatio.n of your appa:rently once Ohristian pro
fes.sor dead wlhit:e ihe qives\ wrnpped in the c·erements of Unita'rianism or 
Agltllosttidsm; ,that i·s tihe exploanati,on .o:f many a ministerial .tragedy. It is the 
reason o·f the unlfruDItful liV'es ·of ma:ny a 'Preacher, a'n.d teacher, and churc'h 
member. They stiU 'come to the talbemade, they are numbered amol1g the 
priests, no ,fault c,an be found w~th theil1" c·oo'ser.s or their in-cen.s'e,-tihey are 
d·ead by reas·on of the"i:r "Sltrange fire." 

May we walk ihumbly before God, .trusti,ng Ithe blood ()of Je'Sus, relying 
upon the power of the Holy Ghost, having 'no con,fid'ooce. in- the flesh. "The 
fire shaH ever he iburn~ng upon the altar; 'it slhall never go out:' 

AN ECHO FROM THE WEST. 
On the occa.sio.n ,of our recent vi.si,t to, Wmnipeg we preached Sunday 

eveni.ng on -the questtion of Ohu'l"ch Union. Among thos'e pres·enlt in the audi
ence was Dr. C. W. Goord·on (Ra.!pih Cohnor). Dr. Gordon came to see us the 
next day; and poit:it·ed ·out 's'ome thin!gs from the ins1de whic'h we !had '"'Ott 
seen. T'he matt,ers ,t·o which Dr. Gor.don drew o:ur attention, however, did .no't 
touch the princi-pf.es Which we lhad be'en 'dis'cus'sing. W'e hav·e just r.eceived a 
lettter from a Pr.esbytterian frien'd in Winnipeg, info·rmi'ng us that a 'story is 
being ciorcu'lated in' Winn,ipeg tlhat ·on receivi·n.g the information conveyed by 
Dr. Gord~on, we said thM had we known' alB that. we sihauid 'nof have spoken 
atS we did. Our only reply to that is', that it is abs·ohtl1:ely COtntroary to fact. 

When ma'tters of .suc-h vital importa.n.ce as al'le involved in the Church 
Un-ion Movement are und'e'l" discussion, argument is sur·e to Ibe of a iheated 
dharacter; a·nd both sides are like1y ito be hetl:,rayed into -some indis'Cretion.s. 
These mistakes, however, d-o ,not aff.ect the principles a.t ~s.sue; and it is with 
the principles thems'elves thatt con,testants s,heuld be concerned. 1£ it were 
necessary, .and had we the time at our command, we would very glad.!y return 
to Winnipeg aB1.,d preach .the same S'CTmon over again. The .onlly d·ifference 
would ,be t'hat we .sh!ould ns.e a .j'·ew mo·re superlative'S, and dr-aw UPOI!1 our 
V'ocabulary -for a :little stronger language with which to condemn .the prin
cip1e.s und'erlyin'g this Church Unio·n Movement. 

We publis'h 'this fo·r the sake ·of our Wil!1inip-eg frie'nds; and desir-e emp,ha
ti.cally to say Ithalt we 'haV'e ·abs·olut.ely nothing ,to withdraw tram t'he' -sermon 
ddivered in Winnipeg on that Sunday evening. . 

CALL TO PRAYER. 
We r-epublish 'below the 'Call to Prayer -issued by t'he Bapti.st Bible Union 

at i-ts Conference in Chicago, January 25th to 28th. This CaU !has be'en pub
·lis·hed in sc·ores· of pap·er-s all over America. W.e caB sp.ecial attention to ,the 
paragraph .primed ·in bold typ·e; and we trust that our readers wil'l res'P'ond Ito 
this "invitati'on, a-nd dlo t·heir u'tmoslt ·to co-o·perate ;in these me:etings fo·r pray,er: 

Tlhe Baptist Bible Un~'onl ·of North America held a Confe·rence i·n the 
auditorium of the M.oody BiMe Inst~tu'te, ,Chicago, Sunday .to· 'Wedne-sday, 
January 25th to 28th, and ·on Janu.ary 29th "in the Heiden Avenue Haptist 
Church in the same dty. I,n att.endance and- vi-siMe r·e;sults .the Conference was 
the mOSit successful we have yet held. 
. . T'he conference was c~lled principally to ~ssue a cal1 to prayer f.or revival. 

At the last s'ession ,olf the Con,ference, a gr-eat congregation which packted the 
Held·en Avenue B'aptist Church to its ca·p a city, endo,rsed -the "following Call to 
Prayer by aR enthusiasltic sta·ndi-ng vote. The res·olution speaks for it5lelf: 
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"T.he Baptist B:i'bloe Union in confer,enee ass'em'bled in Chicag'o, hereby 
expresses its deep conviction !that the gl'leates.t need of ·tlbe' present hour 
i.s a grea't s'piritual revival. We be'Heve firmly that the. Word of God 
clearly Iteaches .t,hat such a reviva'i i,s still possible, and will ,be possi,ble to 
the 'end of the present age. We have noted with gr,ealt gratitud,e to God 
that in alI the d'enominations glrea,t compa.nies 'of the Lord'·s people are 
bei'ng inspir,ed, manifestly of .the Holy Spiri't, to pray for such a spiritual 
aWaikeni,ng. W·e l'Iecog.nize the spidtual darkness' 0.£ the times, and the 
force o,f t,he great modernist movement, whic·h everywther·e is s'eeking the 
d.e.structi.on of the faith; 'and we believe that only ,t-he miglhty power of 
God can tum the tide. 

"We,.therefore, hereby invite our fellow-believers of all denominations 
in general, and our fellow-Baptists everywhere in particular, to join with 
us in at least Three Days of Concerted Prayer for revival. The dates we 
venture to name are: April first, second, and third; with the further 
suggestion that, where possible, such prayer meetings should be continued 
on Saturday leading up to Sunday, April 5th, when earnest prayer should 
be offered that God would arise and plead His own cause, in the hope 
and expectation that the services of that day may be marked throughout 
the Continent by the conversion of thousands of souls. 

"We suggest toha.t churches', and missio'n 'halls, and ,dther places where 
Christians assemblie, ,be o·pen ,for prayer during certain hours 'o'n al'l these 
days.; and that in rural or other places wher,e 'larg·e meetings ar.e impos
sible, p'rayer groups he formed; and thrut ,thus througlhout t<his period of 
Concet1ted Prayer, 'there may be ,thous'ands 'oJ prayer meeting.s held all 
over the la'nd. 

"Between Modernism and Fundamentalism there is a great guJ.f 
fixed; but between true ,be·Hever,s ,of ,every denomination, the unity of the 
Spirit still ,obtains. We, .theref.ore, appeal 'to aU 'beHevers, !lind to tiJ:le 
Baptists outside the memben-ship oJ the Ba'pti.st Bibl'e Union, as well as to 
our own enlt,ire mem'ber.ship, to consider Ithi,s Oall 'to Prayer, on the 
ground, tha.t, however we may diff·er ,f1"'om each at,her 0111 minor maUers, 
a·1I Evang,elical Ohr-istians must agree t'hat a revival is neces:sary. It, 
tlherefor.e, cannot be wron'g to pray tha1t God wilij arise; and that His 
enemi·es· may be scattered. 

"W'e resp'ect,funy a'Rd earnestly ask that the Editor ,of every evan
gelical pub.JicatiOll1 in America, and th1"'ou8ihout the wo.rId, co-operate 
with us !by pri,nting bhis Call to Prayer. In many qu'arter,s we hea.r 'the 
s'ound ,of a going ,in the top's of the mulberry trees. T·he fact ,t:hat in so 
ma'ny directions the desire for a spiritual r,eV'ival is findi,ng expr'cssi,on in 
ea'rnes't 'Prayer is itse1f an evid'e,nce of the mqvement of I!he Spirit of God. 

"We sugges.t als'o'that in, alllticipation of the dates named, alq believers 
who .read tihese words should privately, at tb,e, fami1y a1tar, a,nd in pubUc, 
eamestly i,nterc,ede t-hat God may pour upon His ,people the spirit of 
grace 'aII1d of supplication thM t'here may be a wid,es'pread response to 
'tlhi,s inv~taltion, in order that when the bt.ess,ing shall come, as we beHeve 
it will, God' may he everywhere gilorified." 

1Ebe lObole JiU&le 6unbap 6tbool 'J(e~~on ~Ur~t 
Lesson LXXVIII. March 29th, 1925. 

HABAKKUK'S PRAYER AND ITS ANSWER.-Habakkuk, chapters 1-3. 

This prophecy consists of a dialogue 'betwee'n tlhe 'Prophet and Jehovah. 
1. Chapter One~ 

1. The propihet s'peaksto God (vs. 2-4): (a) He desc1"ibes his spiritual 
v-isi:on as a ''burden''. If our eyes were d,ivinely enlighte'l1'ed, ena:bling us l"Iig'htly 
to view the mora.1 and spiritua'i condi'tions o·bta·ini,ng in rhe .human life lI'bout 
us, we, too, :beyond dOl~bt, should be 'burdened. We do well to pray ,for sucll 
II blird.en. (b) The prop'het complains 'of generlll lawlessn'ess (vs. 2-4). This 
is neit'het anci,ent 'nor modern. We ourselves d,o the same. The trut,h is, sin 



THE GOSPEL'WITNESS iii 

is lawlessn.ess; and S'i'n eve.rywhere abounds. (c) Tohe prophet expresses his 
wondler at God's apparent inaction. His words, indeed, imply a feeling tha;t 
God must surely be ·indiff'erel1Jt. Habakkuk faced the age-long problem which 
has always troubled righteous men (see Jer,emia:h 12: 1-14). And still men are 
disposed ~o ask why God's judgment seems to slum'ber. 2. God answers the 
prophet (v.s. 5-11). (a) H,e tells him t'ha't He will ,surprli'se him with action, 
and iliat the work which He will work, ,eVoe.n 'befo'r.e his eyes, will >be such that 
he will not beHe,"e it. Though sentence agains,t an ,evi,l 'work is not cX'ecuted 
speedily, yet we may ,be sure that God wi'll 11'0'1: ,be· for ever sHent. (b) The 
Lord informs the pr'op,het th3Jt a.lr,eady a mighty nati'on is' in pr,eparation which 
He will use as a rod 0'£ cha.stise,ment and a sword of judgment ,for the wicked 
(vs. 6-11). God is never indiff,erent to evil, nOor is He ever wanting ·for an 
instrument to carry ,out His judgments. 3. The prophet repHes to ,the. divine 
pl'on.ouncement; an.d, ,expres'ses ,his . .fear, ·of ·the judgme.nt for w'hiclt he has 
asked, and ,hi,s wond.er that "God should' use such' an instrument as ,the Chal
dean p'ower. Surely the chapter sugg,ests that we .had better leave the work 
of judgment to the Lord Himself I 
II. Chapter Two. 

1. The prophet declar,es ,that he will' maintain 'an attitud'e of watchfulness, 
listening ~or 'furt'her communi-cations fronl the Lord. It 'is a commend-a:ble reso
lution, a'nd one which we may aU wisely emulate (v. 1). 2. The Lord agllJin 
answers. (a) He d,eelares 'that the judgment is sur,e. It may tarry-but it 
will surely come. This i~ the rule of His ·providence. The whee,ls of God move 
slowly 'butt always surely; and, like the w'heds of Ezekiel's' vision, they go 
everyone straight forward. (b) T'he Lord assures the l't'Op\he-t that t'he Chal
deans also shaU he punished for their siO:s (vs. 5-8). God ·is no r.especter of 
persons. H,e us·ed the Israelit'es to punish fhe Oallaanites; bu't when they f,~ll 
into -the sins of the hearhen. H,e ptl'nis'hed them a1500. (c) The three woes are 
pronounced (vs. 9, 12, and, 15), 5'0 thM sin bri,ngs its in'ev-iltabloe harvest, irre
spectoive O'f 'the si-nner's rank or conditii·on. WOoes ar'e ev.er in reS'Crv-e ior 
evil-doers. 
III. Chapter Three. 

1. The prophet here prays for mercy instead of judgme·nt (v. 2). \Ve are 
on mnch safer gr,ound w'hen we pray that mercy and gr-ace may abound. 2. 
Throughout t:his psalm-for such i,t is-the prophet magnifi·es the Lord; and 
concludes with a con'fession o'f trust (vs. 17-19). 3. Inevitably ,thi,s wm be 
the 'r,esult of such 'a dia'logue always. If we ponr out our complaint be'fore 
the Lord. we s'han e'nd ·by declaring. "I ,,"i,1I r·ejoice in the Lord, I will joy in 
the God of my salvation." 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CHANGE OF DATE 

"The Story of the Great Hymns/' 

The pra.ise and w.orS'hoiipful service by Oh.oir and Orchestra of Jarvis Street 
Ohurc!h, a,nn.ouneed ,in 'l~ week's is'sue .of The. Gospel Witness to tRIke :place 
.on Wednesd'ay even,lng nex,t, MIa'rell 2·5th. has 'been p'ostponed, and will now 
tolke pJ.nce on the n1'ght .of 

Good Friday. April ~Oth. . 
A furthe'l' notice will appear In a later Issue, hut mean'VI"h.Ue all J'anis Street 

members are urged to reserve the 'date, a,r;d als.o to ma;ke ,this interesting eyen' 
know,n: t.o theIr ,friend·s and acquaintances. 



:it 'HIE GOS'PEL WITNBSS 
--------------~~ 

. SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 
ISunday was another day of overflowtng Ibles'sing. One memiber remal'ked~ 

"Every ISunday seems to !be Ibetter than th1l one tih8lt h1l8 gone .before." There 
were one thou:sand: and ttwenlty in the Bible School ,in the morning, tih'l'ee 
:ruundred and fifty.w.ve of w!hcilIl were in the Pastor's cIa.ss. TheTe was a. great 
oong.re,gu,tion entirel'Y filldllg the chu,cl1. 

!Before the Pastor's senn,on, we had a very interesting a.ddress from iMlse 
Farnell, a lIDemibeT of Jamis Street who has just returned ifroOIID seven a.nd a 
balf. years' servlce lin .Indda. She told the ogrea.t !bodIY of ·young ,people iIlQIW she 
,had 'received Ithe call to foreign sernce Willen s!he was eight yeal'S of age, but 
,had 18lter put.it aside; and !how the Lord ea.me to !her again one Sunday morning 
·while the Pastor "MIS preaching in Jams ,Street, and she ,there and then de,fl· 
niteIy yielded .to the ILord, and a few rno,noths later went to ·India. Her address 
;produced a !profound impression. 

The Pas.tor p.reache'd on 'IDaniel pur:posed i·n ih;i's' he'M"t that he w()uId not 
. defile 'hmseLf witJh <the portion of the .ki·ng',s meat, nor wlitJh the wdne which he 
dran:k.; therefore he requested: of th'e 'prince of the eunuchs that iIle -might not 
defile ihimseU." ·In response to the inlVdtation to confess Christ, a large number 
came 1lo'l'Wl8.rd. The invitation was then extendedl to 11>11 students who were ;in 
"rwimng ,for Christian s·ervdee, definitely rto commend <themselves to the Lord; 
an"d to ,look to t'he !Ho'ly ISpi,rlt for theirr field oo! santee. It ,was an appeal to 
avoid "'reliance upGn human recommendations and the influence of any sort of 
·st&tioning commtttee. IAJbout flfty students res,ponded to thols 8lppeal, and thus 
declared tiheir readiness to get 'back to the 'New 'Tesotament ,proinci,pl1l of permit· 
t1ng themselves to !be ,d'iorected' Jto their field of labour !bY the HolySpirdt Himself. 

Following tihis, a large number o·f y~Ul1g people came f'orward indicating 
their readiness to accepot the ,respo'nsihility of 'prep'aring themselves for what
ev,er 'form ,0'£ service they might hoc called ,to. We do not know how many 
ca·me forward aitogeth,er, except that ther'e was 'nolt room for them in the front 
and botlh ais'les were SlomewlhM crowded back from the 'fronlt with those who 
thus declared themse1v,es. Among those who came fOll'ward wer.e many who 
confessed theli,r faith for ·the first time, ·and app'li.ed 'for baptism and church 
membership. 

At t'he eve'ning s'ervice t,he churdh was again filled. Nine believers were 
bap'tiz'edc:....,s'evelb men aII'd two women, The Pastor preached on, "We oUglht 
to ohey God rather than men." When the invitation was given, ollle hymn 
was sung throu~h comploetely wi,thout any responSle. T'hen t1he;re was a break; 
and rapidly .from all ,parts of the bui,lding they came until 'twenty-sev,en were 
staond6ng together ·in the front. There were many wlho came' ,into ,the full light 
'o'f the gospel, and· a large num'ber who ,there a·nd t1hen appHed for baptism and 
c'hurch members·hip. Altooge'1:her, Sunday was a day when blessing came like 
a flood. 

A laJt'ge 'number remained to the after.me!eting; and afte·r many prayers and 
tes.Hmo,nies, when the me'eting was closed' a'bout twe.n,ty minutes paSiI: ten, a 
large number went forward 'to lihe orga,n and gathered a-r'ound, singing the 
praises of ,God tiH ,eleven o'clock at night. Tlhere see.ms ,to be a large num'ber 
of pe'ople ijn Jarvis Street who' are d1etermined to pre:p·ar.e th'emsdves fOlT that 
time when they will serve Goel day ·a'nd nig:ht in His temple. . 
, All this means 'that again neXit Sund'ay evening a very large number will 
he haptized. Prais'C God from Whom all Mess'ings flow! 


