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tEbe 3Jarbis ~treet lQuIpit 
IF GOD SHOULD LEAVE US FOR'A MOMENT? 

A Sermon by the Pastor •. 
P,r-e~ched in Jarvis Street Church, Sunday MDrning, December 14.t.h, 1924. 

(Stenographically repor,ted.) 

"Howbeit in the business of the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, who sent 
un-to him to enquire of the won.der that was done in the land, God lef.t .bim, ti() try. 
him, that he might know all that was in his heart."-ll Chron;c1cs 32: 31. 

E
· i~~(f:s.-t: !Ill "have been stu-dying .together this mo·rnin.g the reco.rd of the 

if ... ... _ 'I reign o.f the good 'kdng Hezekiah, of whom. .it is said .that ""he d·id "W that Wihich was rLg>ht in ·the mght of the. Lord, ·according to. all 
, t"h:aJt; David Ms. father tl.dd." I am. sure we 'ha,v;e found it most 

refreshi.ng after follDwing for s'everal ·weeks in >j;he traeks Oif 
. those killgs of Israel, every Dne of whom. .walked in the ways of 
"Jero,boam :the SDn of Nebat, wh-ich.m8lde Israel to sin," fDr 'now 

this morning we are brought into. the compallY of a. good .man: wnD "·did· that 
which was right in the sight (If the Lord." 

HezekLah trusted, ,flhe iLord; he clave unto the Lord, we are ·r~inded;, he 
enjoy,ed ·the .pr.ese·n.ce I()f the Lord. The ·Lord prospered 'h'im, an,d' made hdm 
vIctorious over all his ·foes. And yet even :the Ibest of meiD. may make mista,kes; 
the·refore it is never safe to follow implIcitly tne example Df IlIIlY man, ·bec!lluse 
we are mO!l'e ldkely to copy hls mistwkes than to repeat ·his :'successes. Hezekiah 
was a ,good man. We read this morning 10£ 'how he cast himsel,f upon ·tthe !Lord, 
having learned the ·lesso.n of h·is o~n .im,potenee; aiD.d in a1lSwer ·ItD his .prarer, 
'he was' delivered 'by the power of the angel'of the Lord. And then YDU read. 
too, how that when he /Was- very iH, he prayed to the' !Lord'; and the Loo'd 
r~sto'red him, heale·d him, and added to ihis life Mteell years. 

Our ten rellates to 'anotner incident. '1'he pri.nces of Babylon had heard 
<1« the wonde~Jlul things wh·f.ch thad been d'One 'in ·the land. Df Judah;· and of, hDW 
Jildah's 'king had Ibeen nig1h ·unto death, Ibut had ,bee1l miraculously' restored to. 
:itealt'h. 'So they sent 'certain 'of their servants to ask. Heze·kian a;}.l abDut dt. 
And tMs text says that in relation to. thai!; ·particular·. incider;1:t God left ihim­
left Mm lIIIone-that He might try 'him, IlIIld see what was in ·his !heart .. It is 
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to Ithat .stO'l'Y II aSlk you to give your aJttention for a few mi,nutes th:is mor.n.ing. 
It is not am.cient histro'!'Y. A wonder was done in the land in that daY--'and 
wonders will never cease. We 'have a llrover:b to tha,t effect. And ·tJbat is 
especilatly true so diar ras our !Lord .Jeaus is concerned, for HIs name .is caJl~ed 
WondreI1ful; amd He is· the same yesterday, to-druy, anld! for ever. Therefore,:we 
have a Tight to eXlPect that wo·nders will stHl be "done ·in the land." 

I. 
Now, WHAT WAS THIS WONDER? Fdrstofal.l, that Go.a had answe,-ea prayet·; 

that man had spoken from earth and had lIleen hea,rd in beaven, and that GQd, 
in response to his cry, 'had d.one exactly wh'M that iPoor man aSlked Him to d·o. 
There wa:s a time when the telephcne was a wonde.I"ful thlng, when men looked 
upon irt ·r.ather as an interesting toy; and peopl.e never ex.pected in t'hat dray 
that the day wouLd come wheal ailmcst ev-ery house in the i1Jand would Ihave a 
.telephone. And then we heard of wi'l'eless ,telegraphy; and that was stiU more 
wonderllul! .I remember the s'ensation crea,ted when M·arconi reported the first: 
successrful transmission of electric signals across ~he Atlantie. ~Mter a while 
we 'heard 'Of ·mdrilo......-tha,t tlhe h1ND!a.n voke might ibe heard across the sea. lAnd 
·that is sUB a wonder£.ul thing. !But eV'en that is becoming a commonpLace, 
'becs,use it. i.s cnlly roam tal'king to man; 'but ·tMs ,is stm t'he greatest of a.U 
wondeI'S---'tha:t men moay talk to God' in such a way that :God .can hear iliem, 
and: answer them. !Now that wou-der, dear Ifriends, is still being ",d'one in the 
l&Ild"; and. many .of llS !here 'know dt. '1 'hope ilt will never !become a Qommon­
place, e'Xicept in 1lhe sense thrat it 'becomes our daUy e'Xiperience. 

'l'he :wondrerful thing, in 'Princi:P'le, was t'his, that there had been a manifes­
tatiGtn 01 supernat1.t1"aZ power in a human life, ,that a power Ibeyond' our,se~ves, 
and ,beyond aU human control, hrad o:perated in a. !human life; that God ha.il 
listened, to the ,cry o.f IUs ,people; ·and He had tou-ahed His serv.ant with Hds 
fin-g.er, s,u'd: commundcated His power to that rIife. 'l'hat is the greatest o-f all 
won-dern stUl! It is so g'reaJt a wonder that that as the one t·hing that meli 
creny; rt'hat is what all the battle is about; Ibhat Is what all the :warfa,re is over. 
The men of science .teU UB that they 'can unITersband the telephone, and :bhat 
they ·can undersban·d the redio; and: rtlhey Ipredid other wonderIul things' t.hat 
we ·are goIng tOo .do .ourselves on the humwn plane. lBut wlhen we tell them that 
our God hears' us when we pray, rand· that He 'comes into our lives, they ,do no-t 
believe that. TIlley dlo .not 'believe in a supernatuml relig,ion a·t all. <And do 
you kn'Ow, the interest i,t the wonde,' ot the supernatural 'Was neve,- {}reater 

. than it is to-day!, .And othra.t wonder-Prai-se tbe to God!-is still 'being "done in 
the l'and." 

In· this ;prarticwLar {!!lse, it was a 1ni,racle 01 physical healing. Here was a 
man whc WlaS si,ck; and he praye·d u.nto the Lor,d, and the Lord sent 'Mm 'a 
preacher instead o·f a doctor, But 't'he prea,wer told :him wthat to do. He told 
him to ma·ke a 1,)laste,r of lfig's and iI'Ult •• it on the Iboil; and tlhat wat'done, and he 
recovered. But ~t was no.ne the leGs.a mira.c1e o-f qiviJ;l.e heaVng :b~use means 
were used. :r !believ,a in, divine 'healing. And the Bible here plainly. say,s God 
hea,1et'h him. 'In this particular instance He d~d' use m,ea.ns·. A y.oung man wrote Ii 
me last week. In Ihis .IetJter 'he sa:id, '~ under,stand, ,that you ,do not Ibelieve .in 'l 
the possiibility .of miracles ,in thlis day." If I did not 'believe in the 'Possibility A 
of miracles [ would 'GI~. Ply Bilble; '[ would 'cease to preach. I certa.ln~y 9 
'beH~ve In rtlhe ,po~silbHity of;pt:tt:acles!-:-:,!llore'J9-'<lll that,.J Il>e(lieve in thE!' actuality 
pof lllI!~roll;c1es' ,in thIs "da,y. I Ilav~ nOot 'a shadow",af a :d'01.litit th8lt God W'or.ks 

,:lIDoi,racles. in human livollS to-da.r; a,nd ,further,' I ,believe' that :God ,hEk1s; II 'h'ave 
not:,anY,:'"droubt albout it. In 1lact, ,11 'beliElye t'h:at all Ihea1ing :1s of rt'he LO'l'd. 
~ven w-!J.en ym1. 'lla.vei a doctor, you ~Ia.d lIietter pray. 'l have k~own many 
Christian :pthYsi~ian~ whc have a:cceir.1;ed their . ,calling Ij;s a ·call from God BInd 
who 'have.·exercised their healing miiii'stry in exactly the same way as others 
'have 'Preached the Word; and who Imow :that very often God 'Prescr,iobes the 
.means to lbe employed in ihe·aUng. 

1 ibelie,v;e dn di'V!i·ne healing: I :believe all healing is' drivine; and I dlo' Ibelieve 
that >sometimes, God steps in and works mi;racles by effecting the healing of the 
ibody when htUma.n Slk·Ul Js at an end. I do not believe in such manifestations 
as we 'had a-ecently :in iM.assey HaH. !I 'doo not !believe i.n ca.1l1ng 'hypnotism 
div,ine 'healing; i[ Ido not bemeve in degr,ading the religion ()If Jesus GhrIst to 
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that low level. But I do !believe ,tillat 'WIolllders are done iII! ;the land still; aIIld 
that when we are sick we aUglht ta iPray just as HezeJkiaJh dId, and' th'at Gad wHI 
answer the prllJYers of His people. ' 

But there is a still greater 'WOnder' than the healing of the bady. I have 
seen lIIlen siClk: and graw well again; and, ,get out of 'bed, ,the ,same 'Old sinners 

'as they we-not ta ~ed. It Is a still greater m1racle to chaillge the hearts and 
ld:ves of lIIleill. We ,have seen thlllt done in the land,-men and 'WIOIIIlen made over 
by the 'grace of Gad in their lives. How many here know tillat Is' pos9ible? 
iHow many here this marning know that the grace of God can,change ,the heart? 
Wlhalt a host 'Of witnesses of this mighty wonder of making men aIIld women 
"new creatures i,n Christ Jesus" we have,in th.is church! 

And !then I thin'k [ shoo.ld be doing wrong i.f I' d,id not say that we have 
a manifestation of this supernatural power in the corporate life of a body 01 
believers, in the life 01 a church. I do not need to go back to the'Old Testament 
for a mani,festation of supernatural pawer. We ihave seen it within these walls. 
Tohis is a dIvine w,o'rkshop: this is a place where Gad laves to do His wonders in 

'answer to the prayers 'Of His pe'aple. When you have seen God answer prayu, 
you 'want to pray again; when you have seen one wander, you want ta see it 
multiplied a hundred fald. lAnd we are ourselves wUnesses of that fact, that 
God does nat only allJSwer ,UJ"e prayel'S' of the i'nd,ivddual, !but the iPrayel'S of 
the two or 1Jhree gat'hered tagether in His' name, of ' the united prllJY'8rs of thase 
who are His own. 'I'he woo,der daes nat 'belang to the recOO"d of ancient hist;,aq-y. 
It is a m.a.tte'r with which, by ,the goodness iQf GOd, we are ail 'can'Vers'ant ,in thds 
church, 'Of whicih we have aU had, eXtperi6n:ce ilf, we are' Christians-that ours is 
a wander-w'Ol'Iklin,g Go'd. 

. IiI. 

THERE WERE CERTAIN WITNESSES TO THIS WIoNDEB-the pronces of Ba'bylan. 
They did not know Jehavah; they d.id not bow their uee to Him. ''!But,'' they 
said, "yonder i·n Judah sOlIIlething has happened· tllat never happens' in the 
temples of our gads. Judah's kIng has 'had an e:x;perieillce to which we wre 
strangers; his Gad ihas done somethin'g for :him. We have iprayed ta our gods; 
but we are by na means sure ,thlllt they ever hear or answer us." A'II!d sa they 
d,IspatChed certain &m,bassadars to enquIre of Hezekiah. Il'hey saId, "Telll us 
what yau 'knaw a,f the supernatural; tell us what you 'knaw of this prayer­
answer,iIl!g Gad, of this wander-worki-ng God. We SlhauId Uke ,ta Maw some­
thing about it." They actually dispatChed 8m,bassadars ta ma.ke enquiry wbau-1 
that tilling! The I,essen I want ta ibring ihome ta you is thi-s, that whenever Gad 
wOl'lks wanders, there are always salIIle' wi,tnesses' sta.ndi'u.g :by to o'bserve it. 
'Dhe P.salmist prayed: "!Lead me in a'pl8lin path, becaUBe iQf ,thase ,that aibserve 
me." ':Sameane was 'laoking 0!Il all the time; and sa 'he said, ''Lead me In a ,plain 
path because a,f the witnesses with which [ am surraunded." 

Arld· to-<day tlhere 'are O'bset"V~rs who are intereste,d in .the eu'per­
natural. !Let me' re'mar1t', again fur. emp'he.sis, ,;that 'there is' lnathing of web. 
camihand'ing interest to-day as amani'festatian;' ali unmistakable mlliDifestation. 
or' superna;tu'ralism.: 'If the lhoUmgl'~'st ,lm:an., w~o 'co,uid s'carceloy d,a mo·re t!halll 
stammer, 'Were to !become the channel 'Of a. supei-natura.} ,power; he wauld become 
mare attractive tihan tille mast" eloquent preacher dn the 'WIorld. Th,at is why the 
Devil im11:.81tes the supernaJtura:l; ,that is the 'philasaphy of ~piritism. and all 

"f~ taJ;e,se im~tati~'S,-1'hey ,ar~;c,ounterfeits ~;~eIl;~i~e ~eligian. ,:'The magicians did 
so ''With thedr ~ncha~tnie~~.'.~ 'iB~~ ?h", m!.·lbro~er., j.f q.ad,answers"yaur prayer, 
there :Is, someane nat 'very fat: fl'\om you" wha wO'illd "like ·to' iknoW" a.baut that· 
#'~t be'!eaily't'n~:e that YOu'have,:learned,',haw ta ~ll dawn Gad's blessing, 

'Il ' ''there are'multltu'des of impaverislied llv,es all around, you' who wauld like ta 
,1;<. 'h4*~, yb'1i,~ sec~E)!,f;::~f it ~,sa th,i+.~ your'heart :}ias ~e~'~an:ge~ 'an<l'.yiQur mind 

I. • rent;nyed, then ",,$her.e a~e m~J! ... an~. ~omen, iboys· ~nid "~lrls, wlio would like to 
know somethIng of ,the wonder "'dane in the ~d.'~' ThereJue alwayS ,witnesses, 
always enqUlirers. ' 

nI. 
Naw, let m'e come to a,very practical,appUcation ,.In 1lhis matter. Look lilt 

THE WARNING INVOLVED IN THIs PARAGRAPH, in Hezelklah's recard. Gaad as Ihe 
was, great as he was, faIthful as he was, "in, :the business o.f the 'amihassa.dors of 
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.the 'princes of iBalby>lon, who sent unto hdm to enquire of the wonder that wa·s 
dOO1e in ifJhe ·land God left h;Jm." God does sometimes ,leave His .people-to 
try them. (Have' you ever been left alone.lby the Lord? [remember read·ing 
in Mr .. SPUrgeon's aUitobiogn,phy, a ,record of one of Ihds very early experiences, 
Wlhen he was a young man of a!bout twenty-one or twenty-two, a.nd lris iIlame was 
spread abroad. A:ll Eng·land was tM'klng a:bout tJhis youthdlul preacher, ami 
wherever he went thousa.nds of lPeople gathered to 'hear hdm. pr.6ach. In one o·f 
the ·cities of the· midlands there· WII.6 a great seni,ee, and M·r. !Spurgeon. preached. 
!But he was wH.ihout power; and 'Writdng ()If th&t senviee Slho:rt.ly wnter, he 891id 
that ·on that occasion God feft h·im. iHe &aid he was conscious of the withdora:wlfl 
of tbe Sql.iri-t's minifsttry; Ibut 'he ,WWl ·not conscious of 8iIlJY '1'eas·on for it (n 
·himself. lIIe bad·prayed aJbout it; lbut the {Lord had ,lef.t him. to himself on ilihat 
occasdon, and be said' that he learned, a lesson wh;i'ch he never furgot. But in 
the repor-ts in the dai:J.y PlI4lers of that serviee, how they rioddcu'led the preacher! 
"And so," .they said, "lthds is the wonderdlul LondOllll 'Preacher of which we have 
heard so m.u,ch-the tamest and fiattest affai'l' we ihave ever heard 1n our lives." 
And vhey ~red contempt a.nd ridicule 'upon the great iPreacher; a:nd when he 
said that the Lord aem h.im, they ri·d!iculed< ibJm Ithe more, and said, "That ds his 
81ttempted e.pology, his explanatio!ll, his effort to make out he is not always as 
we:8lk as he was on th'8Jt oocasdon." Bllit. the preacher learned his lesson. 'God 
did ·really leav.e :him, "·to ;try 'h.im, th8JI: he might 'know all ,that was 1n ihis hea:rt." 
And He wd'11 do that with you and me. If we have !had any extended eJCperience 
in the service of the Lord, we Ihave had eXIPeriences of that 'kind~when we have 
been "'We8ik as otJher men"; wdlen vhe ,Spirit of the Lord failed to lay His 
power u,pon . us. 

What happened when God Zeft this man' Oh, let us !be warned iby !his 
experience! Notw,ithstanding -the -long record' of hds fa.1thful,ness, notw·ithsta:nd­
in,g ·the many m<a'IlJi.festations of div~ne gmce that .characterized his life, the 
moment God left lHezeldah he was just Uke any otIher man; 'he ceased to 
serve the Lord. ,Listen to this! "In thos'e mys !Hezekirub. was sick to the 
death, and ,p·rayed unto the .Lord; and -he spake U!llto him and he ·gave him a 
sl:gn. Bou't Hezelki-ah rendered not again acco,rdi·ng to the /benefit done unto him; 
,fo·r !h.is heart was lifted ·up." The moment God wLthd'rew Hd's 'Spir-it from 
HezekiaJh, he !became proud, proud EWen -()f Ihis spiritual accomplishmen.t---ifilled 
with a s,piritual prIde. That is the worst kind of pl'ide. Will·en a man :becomes 
proud of Ms good!lless', proud! of hds achievements, b·is heart lilfted up, the 
wrath of the Lord comes U'Pon him. What [ want you all to notice is this 
(try to get VMs lesson, you youn:g people), it matters not what experien'ce you 
'have 'had of 'Go'd's 'grace, if the Lord should wd.thdraw His Bpi.rit ,from you for 
one moment, you w-iH fi,nd, ;that that Iheart i()f you·rs can ibe lifted up just Uke 
!Hezekiah's. Yoo ,can !become proud, vain.;glorious; <IlIIld faB to giv-e God the 
glory that :is due unto His n'ame. 

Now, what :diclJ \Hezekiah do? T<hey 'came' to him; and it is said ,that 'he 
showed them all .the tN'.lB.snres in !his house. .In the fiI'l3t p·}.ace, he sadd never a 
word rub-out God's a:n'swering p·myer. They. came all the way from BabY'lon 
to as'k him aIbout this prayer-answeri,ng God; a:nd Hezeki.ah never said a word 
rubout Him. A~l the way from ,Balbylon to learn a.bout 'the miracle, a!ld Hezek-iall 
said ·never 'a word 81bout .lit; all the W8JY ·trom. 'BlfbylOiJl to enquire whether <this 
wonder-IWorki·ng God WIOiU'Id· do any>thing .for them! And about all these matters 
~ezekJ.'ah was sHent.. \He ;took ·them ,through 'his h.ous·e, a<nd showed them a:11 
h·is tr-eaSlUr.es'---<his 'sillver . and ihds 'gold, and· Ihis iP·recious stooes, and' all his 
wealth, and all bis glory--;proudly -leading the way, openIng the d'oor of one 
chamlber alfter aIllo,ther, 'and ddsplayi'ng all oMs maJteri'llll :wealth. A.nd the 
ambassOO().r:s .were amazed that Ihe had not one word to say aJbou-t the "wonder 
that was d~>ne in ;the I8.1ld." 

III God should leav~ us, dear friends, that is, exactly what would· ha.ppen 
·to everyone of us ind'ividuruHy, that ·is e:m.ctly 'Wlh'llIt wou·ld !hap'pen to us as a 
church-we should !begin to ibe pl'loud of the ,thI-ngs of which we !have -no re·ason 
whaJtev.er to Ibe proud. For 't.ihat diisposi,tion to ,prIde Is in all of us'; alI -that h; 
in 0\101' hearts. 

Now, ,I want to tell ifuis story in oHlustrahlon of -th'8Jt .great prin'cip.le very 
especially fO'r <t:he -boys a.nd gi.rls who are bere, a:nd the ·Y1Olllng.er people. I 
read a story some ·years ago about'a l'ittIe African Iboy whose name was Sammie 

I 

1 
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Morris. He was converted .to God in :t:he heart of Af,rica u,nder the preaching 
of a missdonaxy of the 'gospel. !And he 11l.stened! to that 'Preacher IPreach-[ 
thiDik tit 'WII.Sa woman-and' she told 81bout the power of t'he Holy Ghost; a.nd 
Sammie had hds eyes O!pene-d ,to ,behold Jes.us as his iSaviou,r. But he 
W1II.noted to mow about tMs strange P.()'We:.; the mi.ssionary Ib:ad talked aibout; and 
'he eame to 'her and· said, ''TeLl me more aJbout dt." "Wel'l," she said, "I am 
afraid [ ·cannot telI you mucl.1. more 8Jbout 'it. II onloy kn'OW a Httle mys.elf." 
And he saitl, "Well, how oan I ;learn al'l aJbouit the HolY' Ghost?" The missiona.ry 
replied', "All I learned, .:r ,teamed 'from a man awayacI'lO!ss the sea, in New York, 
antl his ,name was iStep'hen Merrdtt."--IHe 'W8oS an under.t1llker, not a preacher, 
just a laymam..--J"!And all ;th'Blt I ever ibear:d' about the Holy Ghost I heard mm 
him," she eaid·. "WeB," iSa.mmie said·, '~I am going to see him; I wil'l ask ·God 
to gu,ide me .to Mm." ISo he started, away, e;nd after a !W'hdle 'he got .to the 
coast; he managed to get on one of the 'shliPs ·thliit was' goi'DIg to Ameri·ca; and 
worked ibis way across . 

.A. !poor .African boy, without ~ edlllcation at 8Il1'-'he eould not rellid an'Y­
·th·i~eard II!bout Jes.us, ootl received' Bm; ibe!heard aIbo~· the Holy Ghost, 
and· he wan.ted· to hear more. ISo he came aU the rway across .the sea, and got to 
the g·reaJt city ·of iNew York. Tohen he had.. great ddmicu;lty fn fi·nding this 
Stephen 'Merritt; oot after asking m·any. questions at last he discovered· hm. 
He told ;him· that he !had he.a'1"d of him away 'in the wilda' of AfrIca; . am.d 
that he had come across the sea that he might learn aJbOut ~e Holy Ghost. 
Mr. Memflt sai1d he !Would U'ke .to itJaJke him for a drive, and S'hoW him the city. 
So !he got a carriage--it w·as 'before ·the days of 8/Utomoblles.-and !he took 
S'a.IIm!l,ie :in the carrda,ge fIIlI'aroun'Cl! ,the ·grea;t oClty 'Of lNew York; he showed !him 
the great !buildf.ngs, the elevated! raf.!ways, Itnd 'aU the- materml sple'll,dou'1"s of 
the American metropolis. 

While he was In .the midst of U one doay, d·ri·V\i·ng along the street, Uttle 
·Sammle put his hand on h,is ,knee and' said, "stepibe.n ·MerriU"--ft:J.e ddd ·not 
calI him Mr. Merritt, ill·e did· not 'mow that 'he ou·ghl!; to call him t~t-'~tephen 
!Merritt, do :yJ0IU ever pray in a ,carriage?" !He said', "Yes, I do." '''Well,'' he 
:said, ''[ would' lilke to !p'l"ay." lAIn·d, the 'Uttole Mclean boy 'begoo to pray; and 
he [prayed something liJke tlih:is: '<Xl Lord~ away Iback tihere dn Africa ,I leamed 
a:bout Jesus, and I found that IHe died for me; 'but the missionary told me 
wbout the HolY' Ghost, and' I wanted! to' mow more. But she said: iot I wou:ld 
come to 'New YOl'lk, and find' Stephoen 'Merritt, 'he' wouI'Cl' teB me oaJbout the Holy 
Ghost; and," !he- said', '11: illesve eome all tiIlis I-o'ng WillY, 'Lo~d;, and he hM not 
s·aid· a word to 'me a.bout the Holy Ghost. He has just sh'Owed; me ra,iolway9' and 
lbuHdings-~I'l. these other thIngs. WOl1't you send· somebody to me who wfll 
tell me a;bout tlhe !Ho.ly 'Ghost?" ~e Uttle A,frican boy, who hfl.d known nothing 
of radlways· or great lbuHd1nlgs or ·tiIle ',s,plendours of a great city, 'was' more 
intere:ted in the wonder·s "done :in the lilntl" than i·n those materifl.'l things:; bu;t 
the modem Hezek:lah had 'showed Mm instell/d. 1111-1 'hIs trell!Sures. 

Oh, my ;frle,nds,-yoou ,boys and glrls--aH aroundl YiOU, in school and else­
where, the.re are others rwho want to' ,know a,bout Christ; their heaI1;s aTe 
hunger~'D!g ,for him more t'han anY'tMng

" 
else i·n the world. IShall we not pray 

,that we may nO.t be left of the Lord? !but that every one of 'Us may be a w:i.;W.ess 
of ·the wonders "dieme ~n the lan'cJ," ; and gl,ve God the ·gaory fo.r a1'1 His 
wondrous grace? Are there not some !here this mom:l.ng wh'O would like to tel'l 
about His wonders? Wouldn't you like to be a'ble Ito te1'l a.ibout the wonders 
"done ·in the lam.'Cl"? I .heard· 11. testillIloOIiy in ipl'l1yer meeting last niglht about a 
young lady who said she would li'ke to. know tihe g·ospel,. SO tihat $e might 
carry dt .to' the hell/tilum: she dId not U()IW the Light herself, but Sihe already 
yearned! ,t'O ,carry tlhe' message 'Of salvation, to the .regions !beyond'. 

Are there not some here this monil,ng wiho lWIloH open thel!l" illearts o1Jo this 
wonde·r-work1ng Saviour? Then you wilI 'mow all a/bout >the won-d.er you·rae1-f; 
then you w.IU be able to teH: 

"What a wondeI1fu1 Saviour :Is J~us, out" Jesus! 
What a wonder·fu·l SaVdouT is JeSIUs our Lord!" 

May the' Lord Ibless us everyone; an'Cl' I~d us to !His feet this day, 
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The publica.tion of this ~per ~s a' missi~nary. eD.terprise is made r.oSsible by ~he gifts of 
members of ] ams Street Church and others, and IS· 8ell't 010 IlUbs~ribers by '!lad for $?OO 
(under cost) per year. If any of' the Lord's stewards who rea.d thIS have rec.elved blessmg, 
we shall be grateful lor any thank-offering you may be a'ble ,to send to. The WItness Fund at 
any time; IIiIld eapecially for your rrayers tha·t the measajr<' of The WItnes6 may 'be u~ed by 
the Holy Spirit for the defe~ce 0 .the Faith, . the salvatIon. of SOU'ls •. and the ~xaltat1~ of . 
Christ. AI our funds make It poSSIble, we hope to add to our free ~>&t, from .time to ame, 
the Dames. of 1Uiniat.era at hemie and IDlssionaries "broad. 

EDITORIAL 
. THE EDITOR ABROAD. 

The Baptist Hierarchy· (Called "Union") of Western Canada. 
An Analysis of Its Constitution. 

From our last 'letter we omitted ·a .. few 'Ltems o.r"interest. Sit1:d.ng out on the 
observation car returni,ng from . VanoooUver we got i,nto conversation witlh a 
brother who proved to be a missionar,y: to the outposts of industri'al Ufe in 
!British Columbia. He goes to the ,logging eaID.ps· and to the mines, uBdng a car 
where a oea.r can 'be used in the summer and ridIng horseback or on foot at o,ther 
times. He introduced hImself to us, and. said he had; attended some of our 
meetings in Vancoo'Ver; and then added that !he was a ·regular reader of The 
Gospel Witness, a.nd tlhat when he ·went out on !his journey he !took all the 
copies he had at hand wIth him and used them in the ilnterIor of British Coliuom­
lbia. 'We promdsed to send, him from time to time a consignment of Gospel 
Witnesses for use in !his missionary work. 

tAt the close I()f the meeting oin Edmo,nton a youn'g lady waited to sb.a:ke 
ihands and to testify to blessing received. ISihe SIIIld something .to this effect: 
"I ,eoold not go away wlthout shaking hands w.Ith you, and telling you that 
your address ihas set my feet ,back in the path 'Cl,f faith." We as·ked her to tell 
us her expe:r.ience, and ,learned ·that she was a studeIlJt at the university, a.nd 
that !her ,faith in the ·supernatural 'had ,been alI but destroyed. We asked her 
If it was through h,er 'COurses of study, or by wha.t means tiMs had ibeen acoom­
plished. She said that it was really not through !her coorSi!S of study but 
through the "'S,C.iM."---'the 'Student Chr·istia.n IMoy;ement-that her faith in the 
supernatural rellgion Ib.ad ibeen allibut shattered. .our add·ress at ®lImonton was 
on ''The ,Supernatural the .storm Centre of ,Christiandty". The ISpirit of the 
'Lol'd was in th.e sern'ce arid manifestly laId !hold upon We young ,lady and 
made the S'lLpernatural .reail to 'her . Her testImony'was quIte unsolicited: we 
did not 'know' h~'r name,' and"S11ie new IiOtihing of ott; attitude toward tlie Stu-
dent Christian Movemeni.' 'P'.'·:",' f,I:,:oOi.i , . 

. ",. :~: . . . . . 
From all that we are ·.a'ble. to .Jearn of th.is l+\f'Clvemerut, it is as an.ti-Christian 

as anything could be. It den,lies everythlng ithat is SfUpel'na.tural; and ,if Illll edi­
torial pufblished in the organ of the' ,Moyement in Toronto represents the general 
spirit of ,the ;Mo~~m~nt. it is .e~~~, ~9rSe ·than, l!ndtpIIIll, 9r agn~st:ic-:-:'1t is 8lbso­
:lutely atheistic. 'We remember 'tea<iin,g 'a commendation of this·'Mbvement as 
!bavin·g a place 1,n Brandon College; and a determined attempt! was made to 
ibring ·MdMaster Un.lve:r.sity in~o li,ne,); .Aga1'I).·~e iYenture to warn qUl; .. peo:ple, 
everyw!here;J,lthafl they;·:,mdglht. just,·as :.weU :admit small'PO!X, 9r l~r06y, to tlie . 
halls of'.MdMaster as·. to ,adm:ij; this--.-we say .~t gelibera~elY"""';"ll:ccJ!F.!3ed, .M'ovemept. '1. 
It is oot ChrIstian: it<;islof,·the Devil, . ~":llrJhi;)[,(,: • : :~af.··· . .)1 

~ . il,: J.. • , .. 
The Constitu.tion 'of the So-called "Baptist" Union. 

Aecord!ing to promIse we ,desire now to analyze the Constitution of what is 
ca:l1ed tJhe "Baptist. Union of Western Canada". We begin by saying that it 
belies' its name." In ;principle of Us organization 1t is @posed to every prInciple 
of Baptist chul'ch gl(i-vernment .. The foundation of 'Baptist 'ChIUI1M polity is the 
self-government and albsolute independence of the local cl1urch. Baptists have 
grouped ,their churches 'as AssocIations and Conventions for co-operative miS:­
sionary and edu('ationa:l wor,k; ibu,t i,n .every such instance autlhority resides in 

( 
I 
\ 
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the 'local church; and such 'authority as may ,be exercised .in any matter, either 
.by . Associatien .or Convention, is delegated 00;, that body !by the -local church. 
Our own· 'ConventiO'll of Ontario and. Quelbec illustr8ltes this principle. Tn 
.our Constitution, however, we have depal'lted !from the principle to a very sm~H 
e~nt, by making ·the Exeout1ve officera, ,for t~e ti·m-e beiJ;lJg, of the Oo~ventio·n~ 
the 'Chairmoo of ea.ch of the (Boards appoi,nted by 1:b.e ConvenUon, the Chairman 
and General Secretary of the Canaillian Baplbist Foreign 'Mission Board, ed the 
Chairman of the Ce.nt1'l8.'1 ·Section of said Board. tlhe Clmneell0I:, the. Dean 
in Arts the Dean i'n Theol1()'gy, 81nd' the Ed'llCatJional'Sec.retary of 'McMaster Uni· 
versity: Ithe :SUllerinten'dent of Home .Missiens,. and the Editor of The Oanadian 
Baptist, ex-'Ofiicio memlber-s o-f .tJhe 'Con'Vention. 'But with these aceptions no 
·man or womOll;1l has a vote in our Convention except by virtue of ihis appoi·nJt. 
ment by the church as a delegate to the Convention. 'Dberefore the churches in 
al,i .our Asseciatio'ns and in cur Con'VentiO'lls, through their a.ppointed messen· 
'gl;lrs, are able d!ire·otl'Y to register iIlheir wm. T·hus, while oor Convention has 
no ,legislative power and exercises no centrcl 'WhaItever over the indivldlual 
ch'llrch, when it speaks en any matter whiich it iha& talken under consideration, 
the voice e,f the Cenventien is the veice of .the direct l'epresentatives .of the 
churches. . 

,:Let us l'OOk now at the Constitutien e,f the 'B8iptiSit Unien of Western Canada. 
UJ;l:til last year the Un~en !Was composed .of representatives from the va.ri.ous 
Con:ventiens, and llhe 6hurclles had ne ddrect ·representation. But a ·new Con· 
stitution has !been adopted, 'frem wihdch we now quote: 

"Article 6. Delegates to Meetings of the Union. The fcllowin'g shall 
, .coIDjprise the deleg.ates· to tlhe meeti'llgS of the Union: 

"(a) The President, V.i-ce.lPresldent-s, Recerding Secretary, General Sec· 
.retary, and Trea·surer e,f the Un!on, the' !President of e&1lh .of the Provin­
'cial 'Conventions, the Chadrmam. of the 'ConveDJtion Board of each PrO'V~ncial 
Convention, the !Superintendent .of each Province, tlhe President ()of !Branoon 
Cellege, the !Chairman e,f the Beard! .of Djrecllo'fs .of Brandoo. College, 

" 1:b.e IChairl'IlaIl e·f the Executive Com~ittee of ,the Unien, the Chadr· 
man of ,the Pu'bJicatien Beard' .of the Union, .tJhe 'President, the Correspending 

". ,Secretar:y, the Recerd,i'ng iSecretary and the Tl'easurer of eacll. of .the four 
" IProvinci8l1 Women's ,Beards, tile Superintendent {If each of the affiliated 
.' .. Cenferences refer·re·d! to dn Sectien 'C' of this Ar,Ucle . 

.. (11) The 'pastor o,f each church ln the .Provincial 'Baptist Cenventions 
o,f Man-i.to'ba; Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columma, :lind .of each 

, church in the Conference referred toO in 'sUllHlection "C" of this Section 
:: . shall ibe ex-'Ofiioie a delegate to .the UnioJ;l. (In additien to the :pa.ster, each 

" chur·ch shall !be entiltled to send two delegates to the Undon. W·here the 
meIIllbershi-p of a church, 81ccord!i.ng toO the latest Year Beck of :the Unien 

" exceeds_lOO, then for each add'itio·nal lOO mem.bers .or major fra·ctien thereof, 
. 'such eli·nrch shalt'ibe entitled ·to an addiiionaa delegate . 

.. (c) The: Cenfere~ces here1,n r~fer~~c;l te' are . the Central Cen'lfe'rence, e·f 
.• Swedish B8IptiSit Churches, the Albe1#, COnference ofSwedi~h. B8Iptisrt, 
. Churcl1es, the Russo-Ukrainian Co·ruference of Baptist Churches,' the Co,rufer.' 

ence of Hungarian Baptist Ohu.rches ell su.ch ether gr()1J,PS as may be or· 
,'ganized: wdth the approval of otIhe !Baptist >Unien .of Western Canada, and 
aSllQ¢ated 8IS Cen~eren-ces wirth the Baptist,Union, 
. ".(d') Toh~,m~~bel'6 'Q'{ t1}e,Board',of the Tirl:i.~n·a.pPointed at the 'Prev.iells 
meeting of the tYJiio.n" l .;L J. I .. ~ -, I •• ~~i'hJ? to "!t. • • &.. ~,):;. : r.aft. " . .J,i ~ 

~ . ',; . r. .',lJ·.· .' • ttl. . r, ,~~. '.. ,r.r. "'.;~. . 

, _lI,.!}; . exa.ini~ti'On of. tlh:is 'article' discleses ,the .fe1J1o~ing facts:', Und;~ s~b­
s'ectiJlm .. '!a," ptovlsliioilll is mladle ,fur 1110 ·LeSIB .tJhanJ foiI't¥.,thlree, ex:omcio memb.en,bf . 
the Uni'o.rr, tliese"(!on,sil'if1ng,'of ,0ffIcers·of the 'various .(llmiventions ed' of,~.tJhe . 
"ar.ieus :Boards, togetiher with a considerable nUmlbei' of" 'paid' secretarles of the' :. 
Un·ion and the Superintoo.'dents of the v·a.r.ious Conventions. 

" ,Sulb·sectien ".b" proVlides ·tlhat .the !pastor of eJVery ch;nrch in the' four pro­
vinces of the Cenrventien cempris1.ng the Union shall be ex-effi'Ci'O' a member of, 
,the Co~ventien. Tlhus the pastor is net' IIJplpeinted as a messenger of his 
chureh': such autiherity os he exercises ,by :bAs vote in the Conven.tien is net· 
delegated toO hi'm by his .church, hut is cenrferred u.pon him by tJhe Constitution 
of the Unien 'by virtue of hds' .office l1S a Ip8Stor. The Constitution . :therefere 
proy:i'dIE!lSl fIoT 00· ex-'Omcto membersihdp 00 tlIe. Unlfon .of fO'rty-thll"~ phI'SI tJh~ 
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pa.s.tors oil tJhJe foUil" ··Co.n.ven.ti'Ollli9. An ex.aminaotlJoaiJ 0If the Y,eia;r Booik 1ilIbJo"'!S. 
tlhat if ev'f!Ify Chnimhl were mainmedJ, tJbIere 'W'O'Illd· be :Ln MJamIltoba, 1lb:ir1ly"lth!l"ee; 
iDi SaJSkiaJtchewan, 11wteIn!tY'; m ALberta, 4Jhdrty.Jlour; din, Britis!h Col'umbiJa, t!IrlJr.o/7 
nme; Il1IO®-EDg'l1iisllL, SliXif.eieln,.........a. 1Dt1aJJ. Gf 00IJ9 ~. mw lOl'lty-two. The actual 
D'Umlber 0If !l)IIBtol"SI .sIhiowIJli m chMgeJ of elllI1rGhesl iIs· 0IIlIe thnmdIred and. twea:i.ty­
fo.ur. TIbiiJSI adidled: -to the furty-ilJh!rlee D1I8.kes 84Ii eJ[.I()McilO mJem:bers!h;ip to tihe' 
Baptdis1; UnIiiotn. iOfWiesieJ'IDI CaalJa.dIa of one 'hnmdtred.l 8JDId fortY'iSlevIElill, noll ta.'king 
1nJIl() iII.OOOIUJrit t.ihJooIiIe, pro,'V'iidiedt :IloII' m 1!JIl.]HJOOtiOlDl ''dI''. . I 

'rnle next question lIIIrising lis, How mlWlY delegates are the churches of these 
Pr()vinces entitled to send t() ·tihe Baptist Union of Westem C&na.da? If evel"Yl 
church in .each of the rfou.r prGv.m.css were t() send! :its llull complement.!!,f dele~. 
gates, according tc> .tlhe sfatistics d·n the Year Book ()f HI23, Manitoba w~uld send. 
seventy~x; iSaskat·chewan, fI.'llty-eeven; Aliberta, eighty..even; and IBritill'h.Co~ 
lumibla, one hundred and oflhdrteen-a. total Qf three h·u·ndred and thil"ty-th·;r.ee. 
It M()uld IbEi ·rememibi!red, however, that the majority 0If churches In th~, 
provinCes. have less than one !hundred memibers, and that OIn·ly· ·.twenty.,fi.v~ . 
churches in .fJhe entire Ba&>tist Uhion are' entitled Ito send more t~n wo dele· 
gates. They are divided as folloWs, . In Manitoba, .elglb..t; :1.n S'askatchewan, .o~y • 
three churches; In Mberta, 'O,D:!y six churches; and in BritiSih Columbia, ~g~;(. . , 
When bile extent (l·f otJhe terri.tory comprising the 'Baptist Unio-n of Western' \ 
canada is taken into account,. we thi.n·k it woulod !be fair to say thatiof twenfY·· 
,five ;per cent. of the :possible three hundred and thirty-three delegates w·hom the 
ab.'Ul'Ches would be entitled' to send, were present, it would ibe a very healthy 
shQwing, espec1'111lLy as a large number of ehurdhes lIlave less than 60· members 
and many leSlS than eli. . . 

On the other ihand; a very large 'Percentage o·f the ex"ofBcio membership of 
the Conovention 'WOuld almost certal'n1y ibe present. Willen it :is remembered \that 
·the shaping of the programme and the ordering of the procedure In t.he ~Con­
vention would', i·n the' nature of ;tlhe case, ,be in the !hands of officialS, it 
wdUbe seen that.it is 'practically ilIllPosslble under ,the Constituti'on o-f the JJa.ptist 
Un·ion o-f Western Canada for the chul'Ches .to regIster their will. The Union is 
an 'unrepresentative and undemooraUc machine under w:hose pitiless wheels 
true .Baptist IPrinciples in the West will iIIe ground to powder. We V1on!1er:who 
was the 8lUthoo- of this Constitut.d<m? We IWondoer where he receivel his tra.l.ni·ng? 
One .thing is· certain: The most complimentary tildng which coul!l be sdd of 
him ill that ihe is utterly destitute o·f the most elementary know-ledge of Baptist 
poUty. THIs SO-CALLED "'BAPTIsT" UNION IS NOT BAPTIST AT .AJ.,;L; AND BAPTIST 
I:lOTERESTS IN THE WEST CAN. NEVER BE SERVED UNTIL THE CON8TI~UTJON OF 'l'HE' 
BAPTIST UNION OJ!' WESTERN CANADA IS SCRAPPED AND U'rl'EBLY ABANDONED, .AND A 
NEW CoNSTITUTION, FOUNDED UPON REPRESENTATIVE 'BAPTIST PRINCIPLES. TAKES ITS 
PLAcE. . . 

But in Ithis oonnection a further and more partioular a·nalySils of the wo.rlt 
Qf this most extraordinary machine is necessa:ry. 'rnle Constiltution, provl;des dn 
articl~ three that ''1!he Uni{)n shaU meet every third year, commencing in l~2.s, 
and at a date as soon as 'Convenient after Ja.nuary ·first." We quote further: 

"Article 9. Board of the Union. The. Union ,betw·een 'its regular·m·eet­
ings slha;ll dlunction through the Board {)f the Union, whi.ch shaH !hold eaeh 
year a m.fd"Year meeting in June or July, and an annual meeting dn' each 
year as soon after the. first of January as convendent. '.I1he annU'8;1 meeting ~.' 
.~ the Boord of the ·Uni·on !held in the year of the meeting Olf the Union 1 
shall Ibe .foil" the purpose {)f 'preparing a report of its wOl'lk carried 'on 'slnce , 
the lPl'eV'iO'l18 meeting Qf the Union, I8IIld !pIlIrtf.cularly thaJt of the year just 
.closed, wh1ch report shall 'be,su'bmdtted to the iUnion. To tJhe greatest extent I 
feaSoible the ibusiness IO'f ·the Union wioth respect to the ensuing ·year s.baii 
be considered and ·tra.nsacted 'by the UniOin ltsel·f. .No meeting .of tihe "!Board: 
shall 'be held durIng I/lhe' sessions Qf any meet1.ng Olf the Undon·." .' ,. ',' 

"Article 5. Powers of the Union. (a) The Union a9 a cGTpOrate 'hll'd'y 
shall iIlave supel'lV'ision ol the 'HOIIII.e !Missdon w{)r.k, Foreign Mission 'wol'lk, 
Pu'lll·ication wor·k and Ediucational work canied on in ·the interests or'11he 
Baptist· Churches of Westem Canada, aDd any otber JPhases .ofdenomln8,!· 
tional enterprise, such as mIndsterie:1 sUJPerannuation, :insurance, ·1084is or 
edifices, anl1 like :interests wlhlch iD;I.l8,y !be de~erID,1.ned 'I1IPOD 'ifu"o!ni. tim~ ~b 

. if:dme iby the Union.' ." . ,.1 : ., 
II (b) The. Union shaH .also hll·ve. the· .superViisioQoII of the collection' of 
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funds for the objects refer·red to in su·b-section (a), both withi-n and without 
Western Canada. . 

"(c) TIle admdnistration of the Roane !Mission ,wol"k and the ad·m!i·nis­
tr8ltion of noniEngliSih IMiSSlion W()rk, Wlithi-n Conventi'()n areas, shaH be 
carried on \by the .respecu.ve Pl'O'V'i·n-ci'al"IOon.ventions, 1n keeping with general 
'POlicies whioh may :be ;from time ·to time adopted /by the U1lIion, or the 
!Board of the Union." 
What do t'hese articles mean? They meam. tIi.f.s: This undemocrati·c and 

unrepresen·tative or.gan-ization· called the "Bapj;i8'1l Union of Western Cana.da" 
meets on·ce in thr.ee years; it appoints a :Board 'which it clothes: with .all the 
power-s of the Un-ion to act .in 1ts behalll bebween meeting.s of the. Union. Sup­
,posin·g some em,erge'ncy arIses just after the meeting of .the Union, ·saY' in ,1926? 
The churches han absolutelY' no means·of registering .theLr win, e.ven t!> the ex­
tent to 'which it may be l'IeIgis·tered at a meeting of the Union, for three year&, l!t 
,is impossible to lID.'aintJain ·an agitation' .f·or ·the redress of wrong ·for a period 
of three year-s·. That gov-ern·ing. body is ·most truly ·democratic which is so con­
stituted a:s to ·be immediately respon.sible and' therefore il"espon·sive, to public 
opinion. But by the· ,ConsUtution of thIs ,lBap1li.s.t''' Un-ion', ·the 'Boord appointed 
by: a Convention that would always be' actJu·ally made up of more than fIfty 
per cent. ·ex-of.ficio members, carries on the work of the Union f()r three years. 

Ar.ticles twelve and ·thirteen ·are as ·follows·: 
"Article 12. Expenses of Delegates to the Union. Upon registration 

ea;ch delegate lSIhall be 1'8Iquired to paY'a fee ·of $25.00 .and hrs or her raHway 
.and ,sleeping ear ·far·e s'hall be refun.ded to ea.ch delegate 'Of the Union." 

"Article 13. Expenses of Members of the Board of the Union. The 
railway and: ISleeping car fares of the members of the Board' of the Union 
a,ttending meetinga of the /Board shall be 'paid by the Union, with· the ex­
ception of the expens·es to the An-nual M·eeting o·f the -BOiard heLd in the 
year of a Union 'Meeting, when such 6xpen·ses 'shallJ. 'be paid tsu·bject to t'he 

. payment o:f the regis'trat10n fee I8.S 'in' the .case 'of any obher delegate to ·the 
Union." 
Article twelve lappear.!! tQ provide for the pooling of ·e:x:pen·ses, a minimum 

tee of $25.00 ·being required 'Of .. each delegate. Artide thirteen provIdes that 
the Union s'hallmeet t'he travelling expens'es of th·e mem·ber·s of the Board of 
the Union-. 

Rules and By-laws of the Baptist Union of Western Canada. 
"4. There .shall be ado.pted at: ·each .regular meetl:ng of the Union and 

in the intervening years at each annualJ. mee·tilng of the Boo.r·d of the Union. 
a Bud'get showing es.timated recei.pts and disbuI'Slame'nts for the cW'.rent 
finanDlaJ. calendar year. The Bu!iget sIh:a.U allot to· each ConventiOoll tor 
Home ·M1-ss1on· expendIture the I8;IIlJOunt for which the Tr.easury of the 
Union s'haU be heId respon'sible during the eurrent year. . 

"5. Ther·e ISh~ll be' a-dopted at .each regull8;r meeting of the Unioo and 
in the interven·i·D.lg y'ea,rs Sit each a'nnual meetin-g· o·f. the ,Boa·r·d of the Un·ion 
a s.u,pplementary 'Or Brandon. Coneg'e: ·BUdget,· showing the ·estimated ra­
'ceiopts a.nd· disbursemen·ts of Brandon· 'College for the curren·t financial 
oalend.ar year. . 

"6. The Union ·shall appoint an Executive· Commd-ttee of not le·ss than 
.... ten membell's who resIde in the vie1nUr:.·df the. Union h~dqull,.r,t~rs· to 

which shal'l·.be·entrusted the execution' of ,s,b.ch ",polic!·es· of the UnIon as' a·re 
not entru·sted to o.ther Boaras 'Or Cii·m.mittees. . ." .. 

"7.·, The Union shall 'appOInt: 18; Bo'!ird' of Directors !l.f .Brandon .Oollege, 
to whieh shall be comm·itted the adtil.inistra.tio·n of the alfaira of .the C()llege. 
Tl;1e s'aId, BoaI'd shall cons.tst 'o-f not less than '2~ .me.m.bens, .0000e-th!rd of 
who'm 'sh'aU retire annually.. ". '. ., .. ; . 

"8. The Union at each ineetine-. firiC! t.he Board of" the 'Union at each 
an·nual meeting' in the years In.terven.tn·g Ibe'tween meetin.g.B of Ij:he Union, 
shall appoi'Ilt a committee in conn·ection with Bran~do·n CoUege, for the 
pu,rpo·se of examinin.g th·e qua:lifi'cations of the ,stud'e'nts for the mini&try, 
and for the direction of their pre·aching service d-uri·ng the cone·ge term." 
.B),,-law ISix provides for tile'&PPointme~t or' a~ Exeeuti~e Committee. We 

con'feSlS to be aomewhat m~sti·fied· 'by this elJ.ement in the rOons·j)itution. The 
Exe'cutive Oommittee is not an Executive of the Boord of the Union but .an 
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Executive Committee appoin·tad by the Union itself. An examination of the 
personnel of the Exe.cutiv·e Committee shows names on· 'the Executive Com­
mittee that are not on the Union Board. How these two -committe·es relate 
themselves to' each other ~s a llttle dif.ficult to understand. But wha.-t with 
the Union' 'Board and, the Executive COmmittee .to.gether carrying on the work 
supported by the Baptists of f()l\lr 'Provin·c·es·, and by contributions from Eastern 
Canada., bEl'twee.n meetings of the Union, and the Unioo itself ,being so un­
democratic and unrepresentative in Its Con·s·titution·, there would appear to be 
little chan·ce of effecting reforms 'in the West sibort of an entire abando'nment 
of the pr·esent Con·s·titution. 

By-law sixteen read·s IllS folloW's.: 
"16. There 'shall be a standing. committee .to be ·known as "The Min­

isteriall Credential Committe'e," who IshaU SlUbmi·j'j to each meeting of the 
Union, and when requested to a meeting of the Board· of the Unlio,n, a 
revised lilst of accredited min~s'ters, ·and· s'hall ihave ·po·war to dea.'l with all 
.matters ~·es,pecting mini&terial ·standing that 'maY' arliSe between meetings 
of the Board of the Union." 
Thus the stan·d!ing of the Baptist ministers of these four provinces Is como' 

mitted to the ",Board" of the-Union. Any mi'S'take or injUIStice committed by 
the Board respectin'g a ministe·r',s .standing might have to stand without ·redress 
for nearly three years. 

IFrom the factsl above enumera'ted c·ert·ain ded.u'Ctioo·s maY' safely be 
drawn. In the first 'Place, the 'Baptist wor-k in Wester-n Canada is in the grip 
of a machine so constituted that ·the Baptist chureh·e·s of ·the West, as s.uch, 
have practiCally no ,constitutional remedy in their hand·s. The CooS'titutiO!l 
is ·so framed as to make i!t pracUcally im'possible ·for the churches, through 
their mes,sen·ger.s, to chan.g·e it. 

'Ano:ther dear dedUction is tha.t this machinoS i!s committed' to the SIIlpport of 
Brandon CoUege; aniI· it controls the miSSion 'W'oil'k of ·the foul' provinces. 

We have not Bipace !in tMs a·rUcle to anal}'2:e the finaneial affairs of t'be 
Weste·rn Union·; but we 'bave been as.sured .by brethren who· have critically 
g-one into tbe matter of the W·est, that the overhead. and the percentage o{ 
contribu.tions expe,nded for administration, .is so eJCtraordi.narl:1y !high as to ille 
almost wi-thout precedent. 

iSO fa.-r as we wer·e able to obs·erve, the ra.nk an,d file of t,he Ba'Ptilst people 
of the West are hungering for t·he ·Wor-d. We have never foun·d a more res.pon­
sive people anywhere; they are w·eary of compromise and vacillation; and 
y·eann for an heroic dectaration' of the whdle eounsel o·t God. T·he ·~plendid 
.boo·y of ministe·rs and of 1aY1IIl:en 'in Vanoouver, the magnificent body Qof laymen 
and one P81sto-r who' was una'fraid in Winnipeg, and the spirHi manifested' in 
the colIlg.regations at ICalgary and Edmonto·n--all suggest that there is a fer­
ment {If d'issatisfaction in the Wes.t whi'ch will 'compel, ·ultimately a reorgan­
iza·tion· of all our Biptis-t· work d'n 'ag,reement with 'sound. princi-pleS"'·o.f Baptist 
polity. . 1. ,I '. .nl 'i~ 
. We have not here discussed theologoical matters. ·We·are uno8lble to under-

.stand <that type of mind which jprofes.ses loyalty to -the truth, and that is" 
offended' at anflthin·g t1J.a,1l -mig·ht Wggest a personal departu,re from the faith, 
bu-t which yet openly avows its support of such theologIcal opinions as are 
adm'itted'ly .toaugM in ·Brandon Oollege. J&rvis 'Street 'Church, for some years, 
has' refused tOo 'COntribute to' the lly,nd.s of the Bap~is.t,Union o·f Western Cap.ada, 
but !!u'l.'tl'l'lisent .• ;it.sl'OOIlitdlbutWns .• vto tlle .r~riti$ .. : CoJ~JIlIbl·a J9.~nvimtlon dirE!~t_ 
For onrse1ves"we frankly ·say tbJa:t. we·Lcannot !lave confidim'ce in an organiz- . " 
ation'so con·SJtituted as the Ba'Pt!st· Unil}n of .,;vvestern Oanada.:: ·Its. qualifi'ed-:·r .• :, 

.support of ,Bran'dolIl College makes. it· i~possible for us to entru's-t~ a ·dollar to· l 

its· ca:re.· We do nol;\beUe.ve there is any. ~'!ieater. pr~b\eDi: famn,g ICanadian, Ba,p_<:l, 
tists to-day.lthan t1J..e ·probl~ (if the W~s,t, .-/&.\le .West qan'lio.t C;Rrry on :~itho~t· . 
the help of· the East; bu't Baptists of the East ough·t to in'Sisi- as a condlhlon of I .. 
con-tinu'ed ·sup.port, ·that the Baptists of. the West should dean house and bring 
thei·r organiza.-tion ·.intl) accord: with ,Baptist princl-ples. 

'We do not wis'h to 'be '1l'n·f.air in our deduction,s, but ·we can.not help enquir­
ing, What i·s the Il'S'El of 01111' edlicational} in'stitutio,ns ill they teach so little of 
Ba'Ptis,t princ~tHes; or, if they are ·taught, tea-ch th·em in such & way as to 
exercise. so little influeiJ.;ce tha.-t an oll'ganization ·so utterly, not only un-Bapti.st 
but aD,'ti-lBaptist. should. be permi-tted tOo grow up apparently without· criticism, 
and' with the colIlsen-t of all our educational lead·ers and of the gra·duates of 
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the'se Imftitution,s? Were these insUflution,s' foun,d'ed to support, or to des,troy, 
the Baptist denomination,? Are they the seI'V'an,ts oil the Denom'lnation?' or, do 
they aspire ,to sov,em'eignty over illS? . 

ISo far as The GospeZ Witness is conearned we have Jihis announcement 
to mlike:' We haV'e e'ng8lged in oSOme little controversy in time ,past becau'Se 
nece'ssity' has been· laid upon us; but what we have seen in Western Canada 
of the fruit's of the ,thing we 'have .been fighting in the East has ponvinced u's 
that we need to begdn a 'campaign throughout Canada for the restoration o,f 
Baptist 1lrineiple,s-~o.t only in matter.s of ,theology. 'but in matters of ecclesi­
ology, too. It begins to' look as though we ought to 'have ,a ,genuinely Bapti&t 
educational ins,titut'ion that will be Baptist throlllghwand-through. Perhaps .th,ts 
will be the only way ,to reme'dy the 'presen,t ,situation. 

We rejoice in the lo~aUy of great ·booies Oof people in the West to the 
"faith once for all d'eUveI'ed '00 the sain.ts." We are bound to confess, however, 
our dIsappoillltment in discovering that ,the West has cre'ated a machine which 
h:aos in it the po'ssi:bilitY' of m'aking the free, uncompromising, proClamation of . 
the faith as held historicallY.: by Baptists, almost an im'po'ssibiUty-not, thank 
God, an impossibility; for In the West there are heroic ,spl.rf.ts who are deter· 
mined that' they will not barter their !birthright ;for a. mess of pottage. The 
Gospel Witness already has a 'large circulatJion 'i·n Western 'Canada; and IW9 
intend immediately to take ,steps to increase this ,circuia:tion. We .believe there 
is need for an in-dependen't ~Baptist paper ,ciTcu'lating throughout ,Canada. We ' 
hope ·to .so devel0'p this paper as to issue a specialICa~adiam. ,edition which will 
review ,the :work in all the provin'ces' of ,Canaila. We expec.t to be able to ·secure 
a s'pecial corre'spondent in every Provin'ce and. thus bring ,the work of the 
whole Denomination, weekly before our 'Cana.dian readers. T,his will be a large 
UIIldertaking; but the phenomenal growth of this paper encOlUrage,g us to believe 
that It is possible; Sind leads us, Itherefore, to depart from our usual CI\lstom 
an,d to .ventlllre into the i"ealm 'Of prophecy, arur,even to announce what we are 
going to try to do in·stead of re,cordi'ng merely what i's' done. 

We a6'k all our Witness 'readeI'S to d,o theiT utmost to e:rtend the circu'lation 
0If The Witness. The Witness wHol be the ;friend o;f truly Baptist Interesrts 
everY'w,here. It win s,tand: for the old faith:; it will stand for the freedom' of 
the 'pulpit; lot wil~ stand, for ,the .ahs'Oluote independence of the local church; it 
will s.tand for 'the heartiest pOIS'sible 'co-operation with all 'sound' missionary al!.d 
ediucational enterJ)r,ises,-but it will fight with all its energy R'gainst modern,ism 
in theolo'gy and modernism; in ecclesiology. And' by the way, modernism is 
nOot modl!!l'lD.is·m at al~ .in either of these departments of though,t and activity. 
It .f-s, in es.sence, reactionary: it ·had its orrgin in the Devil',s fir.st lie when he 
d-eni-ed -t'he truth o,f ·the Wo'rd of -God, an,d thus cut man of,f from the only 
Source of true wis'dOom. So far as The Gospel WUness is concerned, dt may 
be ,that all that ;has gon;e before ilD these pages· has been merely a ,s·kirmf.sh to 
what we may ·b'e compelleid to undertaKe in the ·future. At all events', ~e are 
deJterminedJ to turn on the Ught and ·expos,e error without respect of pei"SODs. 
We ask th.e, .as'tl.is.til.nce of all :the 10V1ers' o'f~tlJ.~truth. " . " 

THE WIDENING MINISTRY OF THE GOSPEL WITNESS. 

. In .~arv~-s IStree~·Chu.rch we haye :witnessed .man&. mimcles. The. ,wonders, 9'f . 
grace have indeed ,become a 'Ib'les'[{-ed" ,eoinmonplll;ce. ·.iW e have seen,t.the power. ·and !, " J:' 
the j'oy of apCstoJic dayS, ,!,~ so~e measure III:t leil,Jlt, relrtored;tis the Lord adds .. to .' 
the churc~, :daily 9p:~ as ar~ 'bei-Jig sayeb.: The Bi'ble 'SChool has Ibeoome. a'. weH· Of J .: 
spring of jbY,and IhspiTation,-a veritable "gfts:her" dn fa.ct-as·we·have·/Seen it 'f". ,. 

grow a#d .i~S,ga!,iis·,~i{SQ,1'i~~,;\ydtli d~,!~h lII:~erage t;tot7(jn~y. m~lntll;lned blllt-I. 
steadilY~ ~D:cr~smg. lBu~:'of ''!loll ithe' d~p,l!-rIm'l'ents of our work i,n ,none have we' ~ " .. 
seen th.e. ,pri"llctpl&-,"exeeed1,ng a'bundantly above a1'1 ·that we aSiltlJor 'thinik"- ,\.< • 

ii'lustrated' more than 1n the department of The Gospez WitnesB. 
This. ,paper was ibegun nea-I'1y three years 8)gO as a smaIl eighot',page paper 

designed chiefly ,for loca1 cdTculflJtion and as an enlargement of the chlUrdll 
calend~r. [;ts size has grown from eight to sixteen pages. In" the last four 
weeks we have had to print tIliJ·rty·two thousam.:d copies, or an average o;f eight 
tlhouslIIIl.d per week. This' :Is, of course, somewhat albO'Ve the IIlsual average, Ibnt 
our cll"Culatlon is. growing by leaps and lbounds. We lh.aJVe never so; mucl1 
aplPreciated the iDl!POrtance o;f The GospeZ Witness as dlllnng our' recent vd·sdt' to 
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the West. :A. ietter.in a recent issue of The G08pel Witne88·If'rom a 5ulbscri:ber in 
M'8IIlitoba, said: "'!j ·thinJk most 'Pe1liPle around here that I iknow are read~ng .it." 
It real,ly seemed to us that "most !peOple" read The Go8pel Witne88 'Wihere'Ver 
we went-or perh8IPs it was that those who read:the Witne88 came to,ilie Bar,vice. 

!Many test1monies' come to us of blessiong received!. From among 'hundreds 
of G08pel Witne88 'letter·s 'reaching the office d·uri·n:g our albsence we venture ~ 
qUDte ojih.ree •. One has to do specia:Uy with the sermon 011 Ohurch ·Un-ion. oIt ,is, 
a-pparently, from a Presbyteria-n, and reads in 'part as follows': . 

"!Rev.T. T. Shoields, 
Pastor and' Editor of The G08pel Witne88. 

"Dear Sir: . . 
"Having read· with great inte.rest ~n The G08pel Witnes8 of January 29tlh 

a sermQIl preached !by you on the m.uch d!lscussedt so-.ca:Hed' 'Ohoui."dh Union' 
:1 ,becam'e most desirous to .know more about certain tlhi,n'gs you made irefer· 
ence to :in that sermon·. 

"The Presby,ter.ian friend' who gave me the reading 'Of that copy' of 
The G08pel Witne8s caused it ,to !be published in one iOIf the Sydney paJPers, 

. and .tihois ei-ty cO'ntaiDJing so many 'P·resibyterian'S'-three large congregations­
the issue was snatChed 1lIP by <tJhe public with such avidity that :it ,became 
exhausted, .tn qu:LClk order, amd when ,I went to the office to get a copy to 
send .to my !brother, who is'a Preslbyter.1an m.i·n1ster ~n Prince Edward 
ISiland, t:hey were sold out." 

A second letter:is from a dru'glg,ist d.n a town in .Mbel'lta. It e~pl.ains duel'f. 
Noth:ing has given us greater joy tihan.to learn Otf otJhe p'lace The Go8pel Witne88 
is finddng in tlhe 'homes of ·the people. We have :had' many,testimonies to the 
effect :th8lt when the mail Ibriruging The G08pel Witnes8 comes, that ,paper is the 
lImt to ,be opened. We have rece.ived many in<tima-tions like the foUo'W'ing, that 
The Gospel Witne88 :is read to the ifamdJ.y: 

"The Gospel Witness, 
Toronto. 

"Dear Friends: 

, Allber,ta, . 
I<'ebruary 16, 19'25. 

"'/Enclosed is $2..00. Please mwke me a '~wbscrilber to The G08pel 
Witne8s beginning wIth ood ioncluding January 219tJb.. 

"I have seen a CQPY of the sermon on lChurch Union, and ~.f'ke dt, and I 
want others to see it. I want to !I'ead The G08pel W~ne88 sermons of Mr. 
I8hdelds on Su,nday evenings to my ifam.Uy. I,n winter 'We do not get to 
,chI\lrch very often ihere. In summer we attend a Ba,ptist church five mUes 
'Out in the ,country willere we have re&JI gOSipe-l preadb.:1,ng and' a gosPel Sunday 
School. 

''II ihave two ;boys, twelve and 1!.fteen years. [hope to :have them soon 
'mow whoat it is to accept Jesus Chrdst as thei-r. Savi'o.ur~a.lso oa little ~rl 
of nine yeal'8-'and otJhen thoat they m.ay be ~keprt Iby the power of God.' 

"I have often !been 1n Jarv-is !Street Ba.ptist C'hurc'h mysel,f whHe goi,ng 
to sdhool in Toronto. W.1sh we could aH lbe ;there now. God' bless' your 
Pastor a·nd.the Church. 

Sincerely, ' 
JSigned) .•.. ~ ...................... .. 

AIlIO'tiher thing we have learned, -is ith8It the readers of The' Gospel Witne8S 
.cannot ibe estimated, .by the nwnlber of copies in cirouoloation. We ;hav:e ibeen 
i'l)Jformed of scores~we th:i·nk we wouJ.d 'be sa.fe Lf we were to say lJlundreds-o·f 
c8ses where The G08pel Witne88, alfter ibeing read, is moailed' .to s'omeone else; 
and In some oases we have 'known of one capy Ibe1ng ma.iled as !Diany as six 
times. .Ag;ad.n: ·we have lea,rned otIhaJt lin cerbaion oommun-ities 'One copy of ·The 
.qo8pel Witnes8 is ;passed around oa.mong a cil"cle of ifr:iends. We thilllk a very 
:QOnserva.tive estdmate 'Of the numlber of people' reached weekly ,by The GospeZ 
Witne88 would be from. fi,fteen to twenty thousaond. Thl\ls gl'eai oaks' from 'little 
acor·ns grow! . ,,,.' 

Another -letter which 'We venture to quolte has reac'hed us. from the Shetland 
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Islands. 'Some months ago we received a .letter from tMs .brother telling us 
t.hat hlis p'astor was receh"in'g The Witness (His pastor was not on our rub­
scr:iptJion list. rIIt 'Was evidently beingsenit to him either !by an Old Country 
sulb.scrilber or by someone lin this country), and alfter readIng ilt passed 'it on 
among his !POOple. 'TheTeupon we put thlis -little ehurC'h .upon our free list as a 
little missionary cont1'lilbution to tire work of the 'Lord 1111. iIlhe north of Scotland·, 
and are send.l.ng him six co.pies ,per week. This letter spea;ks to!" itself: '. 

, . 
, 

"Rev. T. T. 'ShIelds, iD,D. 
Dear Brother :in the LOrd: 

------,. Shetland, IScotlan'd, 
JlliIluary 26th, 1925. 

I received. y{lur 'lette!" some time ago, wihich was very welcome. How 
kind ot 'You. You are w,* a 1bllS'Y man, wiltb. &0 little !time that I did !!lot 
ex:pect a ,letter !from you, but though.t you might pass mi·ne on to some of 
your people. 

I am so gla.d of The Gospel Witness which you are sendIng weekly; 
and :the otihers are ha.pP'Y to get them '!from l()IIle another. I have iIl'ad 
the meetings. Always ·read one of your. sermons. One night the chapel 
was full. 'I read that one 00. Daniel, man !(l!f renown. I rejoice to see how 
God has 'blessed your cib.ul'ch sin'ce you .toO'k y;our stand for Him at aH costs. 

. We hawe started a .prayer meeting on .Saturday evenings. ,Some ha.ve a 
long W8JY to walk: I have over three I1'nl.Ies (two wl.thout a road.) but I get 
j:.here; and we pray very earnestly that Uod will save !pre'ci,ou61 SQuls, and 
that if there ds anything i'll: the way preventing His iblessin.g, .it mdght be 
'taken away at aU ·costs. The ,shetland iBaptist AssoclaJtion has sent us up 
a man ifrom on fine .sundays. He .is an eXiceHent young man, a 
real soul-mr,iuner for the Master. W·e have as'ked the Home ;Miss:ions to 
appal·nt hi'Dli, Ibut 'We do ·not know as yet. They !like college men; 'but I 
do not expect 1lb.at .those men wnl rome n·or·th here for £130, and drive a 
cycle ibetween here and , twenty-five miles, so 11lkely they will 
IIlppoin.t 'him. He is a cwbinet"llltliker; Ibut would give .it up to g:lve ihis IHe 
to the· (Lo·rd's work. .AJlld·as :Mr. ISpurgeon saw., "If !I r.equire a light I 
would. no.t refuse a good. candle Iu a silver 'ca:ndl'elSltick, .but if it is da;rk Sind 
murky, I 'would ratlher have a good ibright oUght in a gin.ger:beer bottle." 
The.ldght of Ch·rist is tille main thing. I have been in churches an-d iIleard 
sermons from Sin '.M.A., yet 'coming from a dry s'llick. 

[ 'know you and your church wHI join with us in praying that 0IIll'. 
slIJall church may 'be a burnin.g and shining Ughot, by HYing in ;the spirit of 
'Clirist, we may ibe a living wi'mess for Him, amd that many souls may 'be 
gloriously saved·. 'How 'I lon.g to see these young people .eoming out on the 
Lord's side, and· my own chHdren. 

·I ,pray t.hat GIO,d may 'bless your 'Work vel'lY' much til'ls year, both iIlhe 
church and Gospel Witness. I:was very ,pleased to .Tead i·n the Ohristian 
HeraZd the travels of a -0l11nadian mlin-ister i·n RUSSia, and. other parts, to 
!lee ihow anxious these peo.ple .were ·for the gospel, and' 90 eamest in prayer. 
Pradse 1ib.e Lord .for the fellowship and l:Ove between His -child.ren !thousands 
of miles away. ·Glory ·to. HIs ,name. When I ll()ok back thdrtY-five YelllI'S to 
when He saved' my 'soul, IIInd ·tihi·n·k how He has loved me, how l·ittle is mIne 
in return. God wi1ling, [ ·shall wr1te you after we ·get a pastor, as to how 
we are progressing. .... . 

II trust you IWHI !be ·wble to 'send ·us the Witnesses, for they .are so ibene· 
.fieia:!. The ed,i·torial IIInd. other parts ·are as 'good for a iChristlan as the 
sermon. It -Is just a.real ~er. May God bless you d·n Hds 'Work . 

. I close with kind· regards from th'e ahurc.h and myself . 
. (ISIg·ned) 

We ,have reeei'Ved .letters from missionaries in 'China, asking to ·be put upon 
our free Hst, ft'om theologiool studenIts, and' ifrom ,pastors whos'e meagre salarIes 
ma'ke dt impossd,ble for them to !pay even ,the two doHars-subscription prIce per 
year. To all these requests :we have gladly 'responded, so that to-day when in 
the gre'at !prayer meetings at Jarvis 'Street, prayer is offered fOT iblesEl'in·g upon 
The GospeZ Witness, the church Is really praying for IblessIng upo.n a world"Wide 
ministl'lY. That a'll .t!his sihou·}'d· h'ave ·§row·n up In th,ree years following upon 
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a.n experience whdoch it was iIlreely ilTooictea: would' ,prove the end of Jarvis 
Street's usefulness, ds nothing short of a m1.racle. 

We desire now 1:OIltake our Witness rea.ders Into our ,cOJlldden-ce. We ha.ve 
d.ared great tMngs i,n ,this enter,prise. We have ,been so',per,plexed in v.tew of 
the encroo.chment of lModerndsm u.pon so many of the chuTches' missionary enter· 
prises, as ,to 'how we could, exercise a missionary min1S1try. We ibave not hesi. 
ta.ted to support to our utmo'st ability Gran,de Li'gne, ()r our own Home Mi'ssion 
work, or Canadian Baptist Foreign Mission WOI'lk, wdth some share in the work 
of the Ohi,ne. 'Inland Mission; we have tried to remember the great :west Iby 
contr,!Jbuting to British Oolum'bia, while 8Iccepting full responsibility for the 
support of one missionary in 'China, Miss Alice BrougMo.n, one of our own 
mem,bers. iBut it has become in-creasingly clear ,to us that the'mi-nistry of the 
word which God' ds /blessing in Jarvis Street, commUted to !plIIper, 'can be blessed 
even to the ends of the ear-t!h. This great enter,prise--for it is, under the cir· 
cumstances, a really great enterprise-is made possible, by the generous contri· 
butions and real se1f-sacri.fice of the Jarvis 'Street members. We have a large 
institution to m1l.i-ntain a.t very iheavy expense. We have no ri'ob ,people ion ol\lr 
membeJ'lS'h:i-p; yet our members' have not hesiitJated to put their shoulder under 
the /burden, and /by special contributions have m'ade -it possdble -for us to carry 

. on this work whiCh othe'J'lWise would ihave been cond:ucted at great financial aoss. 
We are -grateful to' friends all over the land -for occasional contributions to 

The Witness 1lu,nd. We are always ,glad to send supplies of special numbers 
upon request, where ,it is /beLieved 1'Jhey wLll do good. But we ta:ke our readers 
d,nto our confidence to say that our pri,nting and our llosta,g'e and all the work 
-incident -to keeping our records a.nd iseuing this paper oost money. The edi· 
tori8l1 wOl"lk--<by that we mean all the m-aterial that 'goes into The Witness......is 
FlUp,pIied, without a cen;!; of cost; that is to sa.y, it is the Ed.uor's pleasure to 
ta:ke on t'b.is extra work over and above ,the duties of a heavy pastora.te, Wiitho!llt 
a cent of rem'llnerati,on. If our reMers w.ill sit down and try to vdsuaHze the 
labour involved iu the production o,f a single issue of The Witness: the !pre­
pa.l1ation of the articles, the proof'reading, the priuUng of -the wrappers, the 
w,rappi-n-g and stamping 'Mld ma.i1ing of so many thousand copies weekly, to 
say oothi,ng of the answering of hundreds of letters, and the .keeping of the 
files,-we are sure they will -feel thlllt the Jarvis Street workers are not wan,ting 
in industry ~n endeavouring to push ,forwar.d the work of the Lord-. 

We, -th'erefore, a.ppe8l1 once again to all our ,constituents for their earnest 
.pmyers. W1hen you read, your Witness Ithink of the thousands of others who 
read it; and remember -that tihere are few periooicals dn cir,cul1l.tioon which 
contain evan'gelistic a.ppeals -first deUvered ,and then ,printed, with the Object of 
leading souls to 'Christ. iRemeJlllber that thousands of Christians pass on 1'Jhese 
messages to their unsaved friends, -in the hope that they may be saved. 'l'here· 
fore we ask ou,r readers, fiJ'lSt (If aU, to pray weekly that God's Ibless'ing may 
rest 'llpo-n this mission,ary -paper. We have not asked· anyone outside of Jarvll.s 
Str~et Church dir~ct_Iy f.e?! a Pen.p.y. We ha.ve suggested, as we '-J:i:ere and now' 
suggt1~t, otbat we s'hquld ~'prec~atEl' the fellowShip of the Lo,i'd's people every· 
wihere in ('Arrying -this somewhat heavy and ,constant-Iy growlng ,burden. 

F,rom 'the way in which The GospeZ Witness has Ibeeu received we a-re eon­
vinced ,that -i,f we hllJd the means to put -it ,before the ipu-blic we ,could make its 
cirCUlation a hundred il!housoand in ,a short time. W,e suggest ,to our re,aders that 

_ ~l},en:0l!S!-~er_;whether a!''I1-~~t of their tithe might be usefully emplo:yed,~:to spread 
tli'e messag,e of"The Gospez Witness. 'We 'ex-pect th81t'the overwhelml'n'g major. 

, itY '()If 'the rea.derS' of The Witness are· like' the majority of those who listen to 
Jhe mes'sa'ges which The Witness records, in this, thfl.t they are comparatively 
poor."'Hut we ftlave d,isoovered that poor people are the ,best givers"oiften; and 

<'that-there :is -8.' spfN,tual accompaniment to ,a sacrificial gUt w:hich is very ipre­
cious: ,But~:without an~ extJ'lavaga.nce·· The' GospeZ Witness eould use tens of 
t'hous-and.s of dollal'S if we had ,it, to ex;tend, our ,circulation. Already we need 
a -large increase in our offi-ce staff to keep up with th~ ever·increasing demands 
of a rapid-Iy ,gI"Q'Win,g B~ble School and a rapidly growing weekly ;paper. 

, 'l'Ms d,s ,not a ibeggi-ng epistle: it is an a.rticle designed to record the simple 
facts ott the 'case-oof God's 31bou'ndi,ng 'blessing -upon a venture of faith. As a 
sim·ple incident -it may be worth recording that we have had to IpUiblisih two 
thousand extra copies of othe one issue ,corutaini,ng -the sermolD. on Church Un-ion 
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to su.pply the· dema·IIJd. That is over Il;nd 31bove the regular weekly issue. When 
tha·t parti·eular sermon w,as preaGhed, one of our best {riend·s whispered to 
someone very close to the EdJitor, that the sermon 'W08.S qlUdte iruteresti'll.g when 
llelivered .. but was a sermon ·that wou:ld not 'look 50 we1l1n prin't. We remember 
to have read that ·when 'SpouI'lgeon ,p.reached his famous sermon on "Baptismal 
.Rege'll.erlllt10n," the ·dellico,us wh·o were -concerned for the weekly sale of ·the 
sermon were rather ifearfu·l tlhat its controversial c!b.ara-cter would lessen the 
sale and· .affeot ilie !popularity of the serm·on in ·future. :But ISp.urgeon Iboolk the 
gl'ound that he wouLd. nev·er fear to pUlblis!h What !he !Would not fear to preach. 
'fhe sermon was pulblished' i'll. the regular ,cou·rse as .usual, with the resuIt that 
they !had to publish one :hundred· thousand extra copies .to meet othe !(KJIpuiar 
demand. Thus also, in lei!l'ser measure, .iot comes to :paSlS .that ·r.11roug·h Ithe ·pa.ges 
of The Witness 'We are alble to touch :people of aLl ·denomdnations-many of whom 
generously testi.f.y to help recei·ved. Praise GQd f·rom Whom aU blessings flow! 

Ql;bt UbOlt ~iblt ~unba!, ~tbool lLtsson (:ourSt 
Lesson LXXVlrI. lMarch2J2.IIJd, 19215. 

MESSAGE OF M'ALACHI-Book of Malachi, Chapters 1-4. 
·P·eThlllps the sim!plest way for tlhe purposes of ,tMs 'lesson win be to take 

the chapter divisions' and deal w.ith othem -chapter by -chapter. 

Chapter I. 
1. The prophecy descl"i'bes othe Word of the wrd' as a 'burden. The Word of 

the ·Lord ·Is so weighty that -it oUglh<t always to: ilIe a Iburden :to those who hear 
His message. rIt is :heavy wi·th Iblessing for those IWIb.O will receive it; and with 
judglment for those who will reject it. 2. The love of God is :here decl'ared, and 
at the same time :by t:hose who aTe the olbjects of it, ,d'ended. How strange it .is 
that the love 'of Go·d should· Ibe d'oubted (v. 16)! 3. rrhe name of the iLord is 
dishonoured iby the priests of reUgdon. How tel'l'vble an offen-ce to assume to 
represent God, and to despise His ·name! 14. The 'cha.pter ·from verse six to 
eleven is 'a ·condemnation of 8. reUgiO'll of trhe letter divrorced· from the spirit. It 
ts :here 'possi'ble to Blhow how little 'God is -con'C8med wdth outwar·d forms of 
religion if the hea.rt is' not right in the sight af God. '6. The remain'der of the 
chapter ·em.phasizes what. may also'ibe consid'ered the burden of the -chapter as a 
whole, namely, the great t~u,th of divine Sloye-re·ignty, lhat in !'!pite Qf .all tJhe 
wielted.ne·ss a:nd artificiaHty of !those who !profess ·His name, God deolares His 
sovereig.n PUT,pose to I;te God', and· ultimat~ly to be ma:gn-ifled'. . 

Chapter II .. 
~ t ., 

rrh~s 'chaJIlter has. in .itf a les'Son for the t-imes. [t ·is directed against 
prieElts . and teac:b.ers whose' ministry~:~ ~ha~:cierized: !bY, a ·la-ck of g1enuineneas. 
The :eh'aipter haS" 'Value to set 'bellm'e the scholars phe. Importan·ce of aibsolute 
sincerity doll matters af the soul. '. . 

Chapter III . 

. ' . .:).. It opens' with a. p'~'lle(ly which 'Wa.s~~U.1fi:lled in th~ilH1iniGtrl" of John 
.the Ba.ptist. TheIle ·is &j sel).se. ·in whd.eh we a~l aTe c;~mnli\ss~on!!d 'to p~epare the 

'. way of the Lor.d·.·. ,2. iU is 8; prophecy w~i.~. describes the Lord JesUs as the 
! 'Messenge·r of the Covenant. Christ is.a Mer,;senger, declaring..the -ri-ches of His 

. :;. gl'ace·, .guaranteed to. sinful men illy.: the terms of. the c·&Venant .. ~:3. Yet it 
promises that CQti.st will c.ome as .• ~.~'lld·ge. We !Illus.t not f!l-il .to~mpliasize the 
severity as weH as th~ good·ness£.Qf. God. 4. The pur:pose of.!!fis sa:l:vation is' to 
refine, to purify. Christ 'comes, not to save us in rOu.r sins, ·but. ·from our sins. 
5. Our only Ihope is ·in the changelesa covenant (v. '6). If God 'Were not deter. 
mined to oorry out His pu·rposes of grace, we shou'ld all !be ·consumed. ·6. Here 
we have a:n important teaching re'specting God's IPropl'iety right in :us. He o'Wns 
us and all that we have. rJ.'he failure to reco·gnize His rnght is descri·bed as 
ro'blbery, while it promises that such recognitio.n wiH -carry with it Iblessing. 
7. From the six:teenth verse d'o·rward we have a sUglgestiO'1l of the 'blessing of 
Ohristian fel·lowship, and of God's remembrance of those who th.f.n'k upon His 
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name, together with a prom,ise .that none IOf His saints shall Ibe ·missin·g ·in tbe 
d·ay when He ma'kes up His jewels. 

Chapter IV. 
There is ·a 'promise of another d'ay whiClh shall burn ·as an oven. The 

accepta;ble ye'ar of the Lord, <this dispensation of grace, must ·inevi·twbly be 
fonowed ;by the day of vengeance. Yet for those who fear the .Lo:rd, it wHI be 
the passing of ,m.ght into· morni'I!g, a.nd the rising of the Sun o·f righteousness. 

LAST SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 
The ever.;muUiilly.ing Iblessdngs whi-CIh come to us' in JlllrVds. ,Street make it 

diffoicul't ,for us' to descl1i1be the days 0If blessing a9 .they CQoDle. ':A. "red letter 
dl1Y" mig'ht d,o when it comes once a qua.rter or th.erea.bout; ibu'& if we use that 
figure, Jarvis Street would ha.ve to p:nint her 'calendar all lin red, IfiOr i,t is our 
joy to see the Lord adddng to· .the chur.ch 'daily such l1S are ,bei·ng saved. 

'Sunday morn·ing the aA:tendan'ce in lBilble Sohool was one .thousand and lour: 
.j·D the Pastor's class, .three hundred a.nd' t'hd.rty-one. I'll the morniug serv:lce 
the churCh was fined. The Pastor spoke 'I1IPon '~at shall I ,render .unto the 
Lord !fo·r aH His 'benefits .toward me?" The message 'WaS' an 81ppeal to' remember 
our ·reasons for thaIliksg>ivin.g. A .good ·numlber responded to ·the i,nvitwtion at 
·the dose of the service. 

In the evenJing the great auditorium was crowd·ed. For sickness and other 
reasons, some wboO' ex;pected to be blllpotized 'Were unalbl'e to :be present. Eighteen, 
however, w.itnessed' thIs ·goo.d confession. Among them, there were five fr.om 
one fam.ily: two da,ug'hoters, two so·ns, and a da.ughter-in-law; the fwther a.nd 
mother were /baptized a loittle whdle before. iAnother ,i,nterestiong group consisted 
of a grandl-daug'hter--a. you,ng IadlY-and a grandfatiher ·a.nd. grandmother, the 
gra'Illd!father !being over eighty years of age. 'There was no time \for preaching. 
The 'Pastor was' content mere~y to rea.d the story of Ch·rist's baptism, and' ,that 
0If the' 'Conversion and baptism of the Ethiopian, taking time only to offer a ,few 
simple o'bservaJti'ons as the lesson was read. Mter the 'ba.ptism a closI'ng hymn 
was sun.g~How !Firm a Foundation"-and an 1n'V,ita.tion was gi,ven, the result 
be.j·ng Ibhat eighteen came forward, con.fessi,ng IOhrist, near.ly aU of whom a:lso 

, applied, for ;haptism. At the Communion Servi,ce following the Past01" gave the 
'hand of fellowshdp to furty-one new· members', while seven hu.ndred and forty­
two pal"lticip·ated :in the servdce. 

THE PASTOR AWAY AGAIN. 
'Dhe Pastor left ·for Ohicago Monday night and w.Hl sa;lewk dn Pontiac, loll., 

Tuesday evening; '<l'nd aJfternoon ,and evening, W·edn8!lday, in ne'catur, rH.; 
Tohursday, in 'Rocklford, IIII.; and Friday in Ravenwood BlllpIj;ist Church, Chicago. 
He wiH return in time for .t!he Saturd'ay evening prayer meeti'ng, and wdll preach 
at both serv.ices Sunday, 1M11'l"ch ·l>5.th. 

"THE STORY OF THE GREAT HYMNS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH." 

Prai·se and worshipfu'l servi'ce by :Choir and Orehestra of Jarvi-s .Street 
Church in the Lecture Hall, Wedne·sday evenIng, March 2'5. The story of the 
great hymn's as to,Id by ou·r own Mr. W. J. Hutchin'son will be ,similar to that 
given in 1902,2, with 'many 'ad,ditionlS of in.terest. The add·reBs wHI be accom­
paDded with seIectio·ns 'by the choir, and iHustrated w11!h lantem slddes; and 
the .conlgregation win unLte in singing ·some of the fine old· hymns· now­
unfortunately-consiodered "out-of-date." 

Thits servi·ce will be Ollle, not only of .in·spir·ational, but educational value. 
Mr. Hutchins·on is himself a hymn-writer, and a ·composer of many fine tunes. 
His st01"Y of the gr.eat hY'lIlns will deal with ,tbe authors' experiences, the 
circumstan'ces by which the hymn.s were ins,pired, and the doctrines of grace 
they design to tea.ch. Mr. 'Pennety will ,be at ,the orgllln, and the P.astor wUl 
presIde. 


