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"Now then ye are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us: we pray you ill Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God."-II Car,S. 20. 

L!dJ Y .. Ole'" ,.,. "eniog mig.t ..... 'bean ,tatOdin 'h, .u"",,on. "0n1d 
Oh-i\iStian minl9ters"mind .their own ibusiness? :ShOU"ld the. (Christian 
churc'h mind its own business? What is· i,t·s bu~neS's? ·What are we here :- .' . 
for, as Chr·i&tian people'? There are' some ministers who seem to profe'ss 

to be expert in almost e·very branch of knowledge except 'in tha,t in which they 
ought realJ.y ·to !be expert. There are souie' minister.s . wiho are famlU!Ior wlith 
many IbOoks, .famHiar with most (If, the lbest sellers,--1but 'apparently ~ea,s~ .ni~·, .,," 
of an with the one Book whi<ih tlfey are eomm'issdoned ·!I;o·\expound,;, '~iJi;l;.,',.,. 
a eonceptionlllbroad' '1;hlat . -it is the church's IbIisiness ,to u:pl;fJft the masses,. tq •. ;:. ~. 
educate;'"to reform, to 'be ~ sort ocr advisory',oounsel to the'·gover.mri@n<t.\o:().th~ii '",:, .. 
day. How far removed.;aTe·,all these .thlngs: fr().m the simpl~clty of .f;'he· df.Wf!;le~l,;· ,:. . 
commission as given in this Holy Book!'·'Beldevers·alle.a coJJ.ony,.they are repr.e!l,,;' . 
sentatives of another kingdom than any at tiha ikingdoms of tiJ.<is world,; ithey" , 
Brt:l . <the subjects of a . Prince Whose sovereignty mank!l.nd ,in ·general do !Ilot 
recognize. The cburCh is 'a divine .wor.kS!hop where God the Holy Bpl·n<t wOl'ks, 
made up of men an·d women who, are being added to the· chu.r.ch, an4 an) ~ : 
eaved.. '.. 

. A minister is Ii shepherd· or if1he flook: uT8k~ heed therefore un.to you_ 
selves, and to all .th·e :ll.ock, .over 'Which"-:not some /Stationing Committee, nor 
even a Deaicons' !Board·, but "over :which the .Hally Ghost hath made you over­
seers, to feed' the elw:reh of 'God, which be ihath ,purehal\ed' .with his own :bloQd." 
And in relatiO!D. ,to the world IIIbout us a ·Ch·ristlan minister ·is an amibassador 
for Christ. me Chief busln~ i~ <to rep~StlDt, .:his . Lord, to communi~ ~o, 
rebe})joils men th~ message which he has recei.voo 'from' his Sovereign. 



r 

2 THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

I. 
Wihat then ·is ,the .ambassador',s mission? It would help us much iff we couJld 

learn to simplLfy t:ll'81t; and to ,keep to first principles, to do .the thiri.g that we 
#e sent to -do. An ambassa·doer is lIllp'pointed to mediate between, to be the 
Ibedium of ·coIlNl1unication between liiOovereign states. [t is a tremendous com­
pliment to' rebellious men VI"hen the pen of divJne inspiMltion des'crilbes a min~s­
~r or. the gOl;pel as an "ambassador"; bell8luse it recognizes tha.t eerta.1n powers 
reside w.ith us. I't is true that salIvation fr.om beginning to end: is of God'; 
t,halt at is of g·race and of grace only. I will yoield to no one in my absolute 
oonviction of the ·sovereignt~ of our God. !He could ·have mOOe men machines 
~ad He &0 wiHed; but 'When He said, "Let us make men In our Image, after our 
ljkeness", if ,I may reverently say so, He limited Himsel·f; He constH.ated a 
~an, w~1lhin !prescribed l.imitations, himsetf a sovereign: He ;put a crown upon 

:h:J.s brow and a sceptre in h-is !hand, and· saId: to him, "Have dominion". "Thou 
:.madest him ,to have dominion over the wor.ks iIllf thy hands; thou hast put all 
things under his feet." 

"For man, as man, ·retaine·th yet, 
Howe'er debased, and 'soiled, and dJm, 

The crown upon his Iforelhead set,-
The immortal gI.ft of God· to him." 

That is per.fectly consistent with What I conceive to ,be the true description of 
the doctr·ine ()or totllli depravity. The -kingdom of mansoul has come to ibanlt­
ruptcy. Even our wills ,are i'll'sol-vent; and y'et str,auge and paradoxIcal as -it 
may seem, ·there does resIde wl·tMn us the !power-il ·cannot tel'l where, I cannot 
telll hD'W-1bUt there resides wi,thin us the power to ·yield to God, to say "Yes" 
to Gad, or to rebel against GOd. 

'''1'h.ou seemest humMl an'll, divlne, 
Tohe highest, hOliest manhoo'd Thou; 

Our wills are our·s, we kno:w not how, 
.our wHls ,are Durs to ma:ke them ThIne." 

I 
And aID. aiI11lbassador is accredited as a representative of his kilng ,to another 
ki.ng;-·~o ha'S power to Tecffive or rejeot his testimony. 

On the other hand, my dear friends, lbe it rememibered' that the King Whom 
the ministers of bhe gospel represent has not :l&id His sceptr'e down. Let it 
never be Su.p.posed. that He is dependent Uilon hinman suffrage, .that, the !progress 
()of the cause of ,truth, that the ultimaite estabUB'hment of His kilngdom, i<l in any 
sense de~endent upon human consent: "The 'kio,gdoms of this world are 
become the ·roingdoms of our Lord, and of ihis Ohr.ist; and he sh·a;1,l reign f·or 
ever and ever." His i1dng·d'om will be estalblished. But i·t is ()our privilege to 
come into ha:ppy -and haTmOnLo!us relations'Mil to Him, and to yield 'a glad and 
joyous cOD:s~t to the exercise of !Elis ~overeignty everyw'here. An ambassador, 
then, is sent to communlcate the wiU' of the roing to others who have the .power 
to yield ·to it, or to continue in their ;rebel:ldon . 

. An ambassad'Or, moreO'Ver, is ailways strictly Umdted in his powers. He 
Is t·he mouthpiece of another; he is the messenger of another; -it is his 'business 
to comm.un1oate the wiIH 9f another rather than ihds own. It is not the minis­
ter's 'business to S'Il'Pply a new' gOS/Pel: it 'is (llJ()t hls Ibusiness to work out some 
other' means of bringing men 'into happy relationshl,p to Gad than the mealD.S 
whi,ch God has Himself de'Vised: I rwish all our iIlheolog.ica:l schoo[s cOU'ld' oome 
'to an un.d·ersta~d.ing of' this' great 'fact that their business is' to teach men not 
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what men 'ha,ve sa,id wbout Ood·, but what God has said about men·, a.nd W'hR;t. 
He'ds saying to men. 'It is not our 'business to tilidnok our own thoughts, ,but to 
receive from Him His message-<and to deliver :it. . 

. So, my friends, if I may magni·fy my office, it -is my d'1l:ty as I shall answer 
to Him who sends me, to seek the clearest :possible understanddng of the Sipirl­
t~a:l ~~,por.t of the go~el, and: to Ibri.ng that . message to ·th·e hearts and con­
sciences of men, ,,"hether they wi.ll hear or whether ,they WiiH .foI'lbear. We arn 
not concerned· willi ,the ·good pdeasure o;f men: it i.s not our task to .m.a.ke the 
gospel palilJtaible. It is 101\1'1' task to ·deliver dt! !My message is es.pecially to you 
this evening, my unconverte·d friends. I magn.i,fy my office. I am alraid the: 
minis:try in our day, and l't has largely dtselof to thailik for it, is almost withou,t 
!l.u-th~rity. J.f J dl·ose this Book, a.nd ibegin to thinlk my Uttle thoughts, an,d- pIan 
what'I thiIllk men ought to do, and wh-at God, ought to say, my folly uiltimately 
\,yill ~p,pear to all men. Moreover, men w-!·th reason will'have to Inquire, WIll'at 
wHl tMs 'ilwblblel' say? But j.f a min:ister Ibe t'he mouth,pie.ce of ·the Word of God; 
if he' does nothing ,but quote S·criptu.re to ylQU, if 0'1' that 'testimony you shall gi~e 
an ',account at the d:ay of judgment: Our iLord says, "He that recei,vet'h' you 
r!lceiveth me, and he that receiveth me receivetib. him ,that sent me." 

" When Wlar is declared between' two ,states, the ambassador is handed his 
pass.port; he ·is rejected; ·he is sen't across 1:'he boundary ILine Jnto his own coun· 
try; .. ,And when any state thus rejects an accred,ittld am'bassador-that means 
war! .. 'R you reject the testimony of any true witness .for Ch-rist who comes to 
¥ou ,in -the Master's name, with the W'Ord of the truth of the gospel, you can 
never be the same man or woman again, As -God 'lives, when the judgment is 
set and ,the 'books are opened, it will 'be foun-d 'written that you had your Oippor­
~unity--a message f·rom ,the King, The context of this verse iliat I have read 
eo yon assumes tlhe exi.stence of a state of war----man at varianlCe ·w;ibh -God, :lin 
a:n antagoni.sti-c state of mi,n-d' toward· hIm, aldenated from Him, a great gulf 
between them. 

'Is th8:t' tr,ue? lIs a word of reconciliation needed to-day? 'Is' 'it a fact that 
hum8.Il! nature is biased' against God? rrlrls apostle says, "We are made ma·nifest 
t.o God; and [tI'IUSt also are made manilfes-t ill! your consciences." Have you ever 
thought of what ,that means? He~e;is a gospel preac'her who comes i'D,. tohe name 
of ·the Lo'l'd, and tens !II. man that h'e is a s~nner, oIlhat he bas unsheathed. his 
sword against thEl !Molrt High, and! the whole set and bias' of 'Ii.i·s l'ilfe is a.gadnst 
God,-endi !flh!llt man goes out in a rage. I 111m not at aH distur.bed when a man 
is made angry illy my ,preaching. We 'aiLl 'like to :please men. r wlO11ld rather 
please people thWl otherwise at any time. 'But, my ,friends, when the Word of 
the iLol'ld finds the 'hearts 8iD·d the ,consciences of men, 'When they aI'Ie pricked 
in: their hearts as we were saying this morn,illig, there m'n.ay .be an uprising Or 
the old! man ill opposition to .the testimony o.f' God's Wiord; ·8ID.d II. man may 
stamp out of the churoh, a.nd say, "I wiH never go and, .. hear that preacher 
again... 11 !halve had hundTeds of peoille say that. A great' rium'ber of you who 
a-re here to-night said it~ut hern you are ll!()-tW'l.bhstanddng. .And why did you 
not stay away? [f I were to turn this sernce into ill. testimony meeting I have 
uo doubt [ could find scores who have gone out of tbe.rt, door, .and said, "I will 
never en·ter Jarvis 1St: Church again.';. But ihern you are, and you are gIOing to 
keep on coming! And here ,is ,the phHosophy of -i-t ~~ part: YOU did not l~ke 
the preacher, but Whim YOl\l ·g~t alone :with God, he wee manifest·1m.' your cQn-. 
~ieD.ce~ and yoU sadd, "'lIhat iPrnacher told me the trUth; Mid ![ .did 'not Uke ,t":"" 
but ·tt ,is trUe. It is true! A state 'of war exists .lbet~een .~~ and God!; .I have 
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· no cmnm'lln~ca,tion w;~t)l ~iD:l: I don't pray, I am 'D:ot in fellowship with Him, 
1 am wlienated from Him." You know thllit is true. 

II. 
But wha~.is.the message o.f,the am'bassador? It is to advise t'he rebel that 

.W4lor should ·ce~ .. iM~y a mam. when be has got into a fight would Uke to get 
out IOf it, i·f he. could get out of it· w.ithout loss' to ,himself. 'There are many 
people here w~ho:.h~v.e had! a little war on ·their own accownt. You :have lost 

· your, tem,per, and. YQur . ~.!lla.tiopship wi,th some oth'er .people was str8lined. In 
".yoU~ :~tter. ~~~.~nots y.~U:. knew that you were w~D,g, and· yo·; wOllld .li-l{e ·to 

h8lve peaee----but you had not the courage to h·um·b'le yourSeilf, a.nd ad,mit that 
.you were wrOJIg. You saoy, "I would· Jiike the war to end, but what willibe ,the 
· ~rms of 'PeaCe?' :Does i,t mean just lboiWing down and admittin.g that I was 

.' .wro~i"· :i rather ,i}{in·k that Germany wanted peace .before s.he had been at 
· w&r very long; she discovered th81t she 'had' undel'taken a task that was too 
· great for her. And. w,~e.n the Kaiser made the first famous "peace offensive," 
.as -it was .called,' it was J.iJst an etlon on his part to extricate h·imseU from a 
very diff·ieuIt s.ituation on the lbest terms possIble. But he ,feared':"'-he 1:eared­
·his government .fea.red·, :the day of reckond·ng, 

!And, what i~ the cause 0If disagreement between .the nations of 'Europe to· 
day? What is the g·reat bug,bear :that kelliPs European statesmen awake at 
n1g.ht; and even d~sturfbs some on tbis side of the sea? It is just ofJh·is: -it is all 
summed up in ·that great word "reParation". I do not wonder that France wants 
'00 ~e paid' somethi.ng. I saw a little of what &he S'lltlered' mysel,f. One can 
sca.rcelly understand ihow it cou1ld'!be possdible for ·anyone to ·pay what was really 

.' .. ~i~g for .trul.t u·n,paral.lelel cr.ime of whicll Germany was 'IlndoobtooIy guilty. 
But, j,f there were' someone' who could come and say, "-1 wHI ad~lUst the lba:lance; 
I wUl pay for the d~e; ,I will be ["esponsible ·for a;~l uhe reparation; I wd,l.l 
give a guara'ntee f-or ~uture secur,ity; I wiH ·be responsible for the mai-ntenance 
'of ,peace ibetween these st:ateS---:K there were SOllD~ snperman \ 'possessed of 

. 'illimitable wea:lth 'who 'eould 'himself ,bear the cost (JIf the war, what a iblessing 
it . would be -to tJbe ':world! If all the world could come together, and shake' 
hands, and say, "The delbt ~s' ·paid, now we can ·go on together." Wlha.t a ,blessing 
that would be, would it not? 

:':lBilt .t.n'tb-is .war ibetween God' an:d man; there was one great catastrop'h~, one 
. 'grea·t 'cr-ime committed; for every thought of man ·was directed against God, 
,.:. every worn and, every act--am. 'fownd its ultimate ex.prea&ion I in a in'llrd'E!l'!Ou"S 
i··attack 'upon ,the Son of the . King Himself. And this war laid the King's' Son 
'. low in death. . 

How -is it i1ossible,. under such circumstances, .tha.t ,there can e·ver'be peace 
between tJhese warring states? The Christiam. ambassador's message Is to say 
that the King agai~t Whom men have relbeHed, has HimseJof provided a Way 
wherelbY all the ·cost of the war ean Ibe !P84d: "<,lod was in Christ, reconclldng 

::., the WIOr'ld -unto Himself". 'It is profoundlly true, as· we sing in that ~1ID.'Ple 
,chor-us, that 

"Jesue paid it 'sU-
. Ali to Him lowe; 

Sin ·l1ad left 'a .crimson stain; 
He wuhed· ·it wlhite as snow." 

. . , 
And the mi.n.lster'& busi·ness is to bring th!is glorious, good,. news: that 'We need 
no Treaty of Versai'lies, that we .need no Paris conferences, that we need no 
Dawes' Commission, that, we need n,o cOuncn of e~ to 8;Il~er the question, 
How can man 'be ~st w.ith- God? God answered' it at the place Called eaivary-

I 
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answered U for ever! 'There he cried, ",Itf; is finished!" T,he one and only way 
is to ,receive !from HIIm pa'rdon, for~'veness, entire absolution.' 'Peace is offered 
thi"ough the iblood of Christ. ' 

I 'said &t the ibeginning, that w:hille man is ,permitted to say "yes" or "no" 
to God, yet God ,is 'Sovereign; and [ said &iso, that ,the .climax of ,the war 
be~n God and, man was, reached in the death of God's 'Son, tha:t tlie cross 
is 8. revelation of man's eIlimity toward God,: "Gol'gotha, a place of 'a skuU", 
is the ,place where sin is finished, where 'it brings forth death. And, yet the 
sovereign 'grace of our 'God, :bas' -turned that !fact to our sa:lrvation, and made'the 
veri' 'blood ,which man's sin shed" to ibe the means of ,recoilcUiation ',between, 
God and ma!ll. Oh, the :wonder of it! 

What, then, soo'llId, ibe the mtnister's attJ.tude? I Ibring you'this mesSage 
of the simple old story. I have, been preaChing from' this pu'I'pIt nearly fifteen 
years, and have never ')lad any 'Othe'r story to ts11. [never ,expect to have amy 
othet: story to teU. I eXipect to go 0!Il proochiing tMs same gOSP~1 in the' mU­
lenni'llm. I beHeve we shal'l use this Bible .in the millennium. .rtf we Ilui;ve not 
actuaHoy, the m3Jterial BOOIk, we shall ik!Ilow 8111 t1ha:t is' in n. We shall' meet 
eaoh other mo.rning a.fter mornin,g, and' 'IlII!.Y, "'J:s U not ~or!oU6 .to see the Word 
of the Lord ibeIng Ifull1l.Ued?" And· for~vermore we shall see Go'd ~ulllUhig' in 
Christ "the mystery, wMch If.rom ,the ibegtinning of the world hath !been hid in 
God, who ~reated al~ things Iby Jesus Christ: 'To the ;inotent that now unto' the 
principalities and powers in heavenly p)aces might be klnow.nby the church 
the man,i,f'Old' wisdom of' God." 'l'ho8t wUIl be 'Our ocCu:pation. I am 'SOrry' 'for 
~ foLks who are not preachers. Y'Ou had ibe.tJter ,get Into' ,the ministry, for 
after a while the ,preacher win be almost !the, only man 'dn the, 'U'ni~erse :Who 
wiU not ;00 out of a job. There wdl~, of course, ,be a :pla.ce· for you choir fol'k 
up there.' '(lLaughter). We will si-ng and preach of' Ohrist and ins' glory tor· 

o " •• '. :,' ' .. 

evermore. 

. It .is tJh~ same old iIllessa~e. But .how should we "br,iIi,g it to' you? 'We 
"beseech" yO:u. The Lor,d might 'have com~ded: His a,.~baSs'.1.do~' t'~ ~eli:ver 
aD: ultimatum, to demand instantaneous sUl'rendier, 011 .. the, threa~ fif absol~tt: 
destl'Uction. But this ds His day of groace: He does,not send us with a harsh 
meSsage Uke that. He :bids illS come to ·you as tib.'Ougih ae ,w~re depend~1t upon 
your suffrage; :He Ibids us come, to ;Y.~u with teD,ger,,~~ir.i-t ap,d l~y.in~ ~p~ech; and 
bes~, y'OU '~in Christ-'s stead'; ,be ,ye reconeil!8d ·to Goq," :1 wis-h ,1 we;r:,e ,BIble 
this·. evening, 11:0, ,persuade you. Paul said, inti),is cl1apter ,; "knowing .. tb.~r~fore 
the -terror of the Lord, 'we persuade men." BehiLnd, ,hd~ earnem .. ,~ntre~Ues. 
behind ,h~s migthty 'lOgic, Ibehind: his irrE!9istlible argume,n,t, ther,!) '~~ 'a ',~~Ck­
gi'9und, ()of the, knoW'ledJge of what God' ds. 'He s'aid, ,'.'Knowing therefore the 
terror oIf the Lord", Jmowing what ,is in- IJ"eselWe·_iif !llen' r!,!ject-we .persuade 
men,. we· beg them. to comt' to Ohrist, we beseech thoem.··j;o' b~ reconciled -to",Q-od . 

. '. And we come to yOU' in tha.t s.pirdt, dear friends, thiS . evening: ,and ,beseech 
you, for' your own sakes, to be reconcilled' ,00' God. 'I1hei'e 'cllon ,})e' no "peace while 
in opposition to 'Him. J,ust as ,the members of my Ibody oare so j'elated'to my 
mind 'a.s to act"easHy, w,ithout friction, .almost UI).consciously. ·in obedience Ito 
the' telegra.phi,c direooio.ns of the 'brain,08nod as:,l:,~~ be at ',peace, and 'wdtllout 
pa4n and in n!&t, just in .the measure '"in which these members obey the direction 
of /the. heall, as my hand now 'closes wd-t.ho~t pai.n when (1 close it uatu-raUy. 
It can.li.o't be turned' backward 'With'out' pai,n:. 'It was' no~ nUl.de .th1l.t'·way~ 
your sonl W:&8 made to live in rigtht relationship :tk ,God:' iit 'Wrur:made ifor Him! 

. 'An4'it'w~ld be .as easy, ''10 use a very' '~omehr: ',ille'tapiuif:'!'{,,;o'ulcl" De' 'just as 
• . • • " j I ',I . : ~ " 
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pos&~ble, rather let me _y, ;for you to live nor-mally, in the exercise ,a,f ;111 
the powers of your manhood, .apart from God, as' it WGuid lbe for one of ·the 
finned creatures of the deep to ibe at :b'ome upon the dry land .. God is your 
element: "In him '\Ve live, and move, and have our being';; and .separa~ed from 
Rim .there is no .peace, there is no. joy, "·the1"e ·is· no peace, sai·tIll my, Go;;', '~o 
the w:icked." In the nature of the case, it is .impossible. W~y try itr ' .. ·'WlIY 
contAnue the e~periment? We beseech you, for your own SI()U.l'S welfare, Ibe 'ye 
reconciled:. to God; ·come into 'right relationshi.p to, Him :through Jesus el1rist, 
~d' find ·~iva:tion there .. iI·t is :~ssi·ble that you S'hould~ come ·to: a reaL~iatJ~n 
of the llulneSs of life's estate in a~'Y other way. It is useless to ·try to 'flgh.t .it 
·outwith God. I 

'I ,haye often ,thoug~t of thos~ early days OIf the w{l·r. I had dn, my mind a· 
picture, and you n1id too, of ·those b!l-ttal.ions of Germans in a s~mingly. end-less 
proce~sio'n roIling :througih Belgium as thoug.h there were no end to i( IIIt'aB, 
thoUS8iD.ds upon thousands, hundred·s of thousands, 'w.ith all their death-deaUng 
instrnm~ruts. And one could imagine the hellp'les~ BeJogiaris stan!1ing by' and 
sayi.ng, "It is no use! It :is no use! We cannot lfightt agai·nst that." No wonder 
the Kads~r spoke of ·General French's army as "tf:he contempU,ble little army:" 
But you see, Ihe set h,i.msel.f against tfhe ·cs,use clf righteo.usness, and w)len,' he 
declared war, he declared, war -upon the whole moral ord·er. .It was )ring tn 
coming. France ·stirred ;herself, and· spread herself across ·t!he plain; a:nd tJ:l:~n 
t:I~e lion roared, and· other ·thousands crossed the ·channel. They 'left stcires,'.a.I}.d 
factories, and, offices; they put off the emblems of civH life, and put .on their 
uniforms. Then across the sea another nation ultimately awoke; and a~inst 
th{)se armed millions o'f ·Germany, there arose ·at last a great army. ,I r.em.emlJer 
visl-ting the BrUIs'll. Admiral at Que·enston during' the latter part of the war. 
iris htoilise:l{ee.per was h.is nIece. A,nd the old s~ dog told· her to teB us what a 
fix the Germllills were in; and she took us to the ,war map. They were gatti-fig 
telegrap'hic communications every .hour, and, she had made a carefu:l studY-'of 
the whole situatiop: ·he told 'me that she ,knew as much wbou t it as a:n'Y1 fi~id· 
marshal. ,She showed us the outI8.y of the land -that 'had been croSsed.· ,1;y the 
Gemans and 'over which aU 'those milHons 'had· to go 'back again. how they' ~re 
being hedged in, and driven ·back. She said, "You see, we have got ,them ,here: 
and it means ,pea·ce dn a short time, or the sullrend.er of a'11 army of milIici~·s. 
: ~ " ~ '; , , 'I 
It is a physica.I im.possibility for them to get Gut, or to get back." , . .' 

-, " \.".j., 
Oh, my Ifriend·s, d.f you could see Go'd'~ war map! "The chariots 0!f"QAA' ~e. 

twenty thousand, even thousa~ds of angeils." AlII ·the resources of Dei·ty. II;re 
arl'8/Y~ .against .the'soul ·that will ·rebel against God. We 'besee~)1:'y,ou"';'fn 
.Christ's stead, ibe ye reconciled to God. There is no chance of w:i~,ning:;the 
w.a.r .fr:om l"Qur side. . There is nothing to do but yield. to Him. I .r~~Dl!ber 
during the closing months of the war II 'Was in Ireland, and [ sat· one' aifter­
~OQ~ in. the study of iMr. John DiHon, leader of the lris'll. lNoationalist·. Party. 
H,is room was ·full of news!pliIpers; they were 81111 ,filled: 'by some industri~'I1s sec­
retQ.ry, .or .~y 'h.imself, I don't know which. He was ga·t'hering from aU th~ ·new:s­
~pe1"8 every·thing they' could get a:g.ainst the ''!British oppressors". :. He.:. was 
d~termdned 'Upon ·war. And· as we tal·ked· together, ;r said to him,' '''Welll, Mr. 
DUIon, 'hum.an nature is fun of ·fa.ull:6; &.n·d !because h.umllill· governments fUoe 
l!l;We up of faulty men, any government is defec'Uve, and we have tQ' .learn tiy 
e~~rience/' Ami I' contl·nued, "!Wh~ 'do you !!lot take your coat off'!"·' YOlii:ttave 
dOUible the representation' of any other :part of the iEDip1re, 'you. have 'flWo' mem­
~rs 1lo every one ,that tihe IBritish elector ihas, why do you not go'to'Wes1llDii'IlIiter, 
an~ . 'by reasonsible means; seek to translate in-to legislative action yoUr vieW of 
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what a. government ought to :be?" "Why," 'he said, "no' I,rlsh NationaUst cou·ld 
survive W110 would ~o so"" . ,I said, "Do you mea.Ii. yoou would not a.ccept any' 
responsi'bility for the government of iIreland uriller tile 'Crown?:' ".Aibso~uteolY·. 
none: sir';' he sa.id. '''Well,'' II replied, '''what do you go to WeSltmin·ster for?" 
(iI :prefaced that ques·ti()n by ·saying that I d,id not want to ibe rude, but that 'I 
could not quite 'understJaind his view, if ,be' '\vO:uld a·ccept nO'reosj;)o'nsl'bHity, if' 
he wou-Id make no attempt. to 'better ,tihings and yet· continue as a member of 
pa.r1iament, ·and the :leader of a ,great party.) "Wihat do you go to Westminster 
for?" He drew himself up and said, "To raise a row! The -functioo!ll of the' 
Irish NationaIoist Party is ,to present a cl1iUcal opposition to vhe Go'Ve·rnDient of 
the day." 

One of the chief characteristi.cs of the carnal mind is that it is enmity 
agaJinst God. I ha;ve told you of i1lhe UtUe boy in .the Ihoause where -I ,boarded 
years ago. His mother was try.ing to 'correct him: He was only about' four 
years of a.ge, and he said, "Now, see here, .Ma, I ain't got to. do nothin' except 
what dloIks don't tell me I ain't got to do." If you can untangle that .combina­
tion Of negatives you ha.ve an mustration of wha,t the Scrip'ture means when it 
sa.ys, "the carna:J. m·ind is enmity against God." You laongh at Johol1 Di1l10n, you 
laugib. BIt that }.i·ttIe iboy, ·but that ds just exactly your position if you are not a 
Christian, you are opposing God' for ,no reason at all}. The prod.fgaJ wanted 
his own way, 'his own will. "Give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. 
And he div.fdedl unto them his H'Ving. And not many days after the Y'Ounger 
son gat·here.d aliI together, and took his journey ·in·to a far country, and' .there 
wasted 'bis substance with riotous .}dYing." But wlhen he got h·is way he w~nt 
to Ib'eggary and bankruptcy. .And: he Ibad! .to come ,back to 11-is fat,her, and .say 
"1 have !played the fool. I tho'ught I .knew how to map out my .own ILfe imd 
spend my own money; ibut if you wiH 'only let Ille in 'Bit the back door. I sheal 
be than.kful."· But he ca.me Iback as a son, read'Y to do his f8lther's win. .ADd 
when at last ·we wbmlit to :Him, dear frIends, we don't regard' Him .as a. despot 
'\\11.0 :tIrea-ks our wills and ta.kes ,f-rom us all the p'leaB'Ures of life, ·hut w.ill rejoice' 
to sing: 

''The 'King o·f 'Love my ,Shepher.d is, 
,Whose ,goodness ifai,leth never; 

I 'not'hJng lack i-t I am His; 
And He is mine forever." 

I 'beseech you, in Christ's stead, 'be ye reconciled to God. TaIre the joy of:God' 
home wHh you. 

You lhave iheard that soory of one of Napoleon's ofliicers, one of .the ·French 
admira'ls who was defeated i·n a naV'al battle Iby Nelson, and came on 'board 
the British fiagB'Mp to surrender. He advanced· with alI"the Frenchman'S !PO~ite­
ness 4;0 Nelson, and extended hois hand d'll g:reeUn,g. The 'BrItish Admiral made 
no response. He did not even l!IID.ile. 'Stern inexorable justice, he seem~ to 'be, 
'as he saoid to tihe Frenchmalll, "You·r sword' -first, i,f yoU !pijease, sir." ~en the 
French officer. unibudk:J.ed Ib..is sword, and 'laid! .it down at his conqueror's; feet. 
"Now," sa.l.d Nelson with a smile, '~give me your hand"; and Ihe gdpped: it' ~n 
friendIy greeting. And when YOU come to Go-d. it is, "Your sword first, if you 
please.'" But when you lay It dow-n, and :say, "I. ydel'Cl, [ yield, I· can hold: out 
no mOTe," He w,ill give ,you His hand, and He win ,proOOlunce ·His ben~d.iction 
upon you. He will say, '~I 'give unto you eternall Ufe; and 'you shaH never periS'h,' 
neither shaH any ma·'ll pluck you out of my· hand."· Oh, lIloIIJy we find ·sa:lvatlon 
in Him to-ni'g!ht! (A large number came ,forward and confessed Chl'lst.) 
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.. PUT OFF THY SHOES FROM OFF THY FEET." 

... When, ill the exercise of his slimpl-e daHy duty of keeJ,Ying his father-in-Iaw's 
sheep; Moses "led the flock unto: the mountain of God, even ·to Horeb", it is 
likely }hat he walked in' a pruth which he ,had often trodden before. But this 
#me . Horeb was in'VcS'ted wi:th a new charm, Wlith a new brightness, and the 
~i1ence . of its so1:itudle5 was broken by an angel's voice: "And the angel of the 
LOrd appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of t'he bum: and h~ 
k;oked, and, be·hold. the bush burned whh fire, and ,the bush was not coniSumed." 
Knd' o.ften since Moses' day the desert of duty has, for the !faithful, glowed with 
the JJight' of the divine pres'ence, and ha·s become vocal with divine revdation,s. 

". "And Mosco; said, I wiH now turn aside, and s'ee this· great saght, why the 
bush is' nl()jt burnt. And whenI' the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God 
called unto 'him out of .the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, .Moses. And he 
said, Here am 1. And he 'said, Dril\V not n.jgh blither: put off thy shoes from off 
thy fe'et, for ,t.he place whereon ·thou standest is· holy ground,. Moreover he said, 
t ;am I!he God of .thy f'ather, ·,the God of Abra,ham, -the God of Isaac, and the 
GOd· of Jacob.' And Moses hid hi·s .. face; for he was a·fraid .to look u.pon, God." 
A pre'sumptuous Midianite, proud of his faminiarIty with the de'sert, woulid: per­
haps, not have been re.strained from closer examinaot·ion by t.he Voice, nor held 
back eve'n ·by the Fire. It ·may be that ,he would- have been wilthout eyes to see 
the Fir·e or ears to hear the·Voice. Your modern "·scholar" who prudes himself 
in. his affinity for "profound" tJhings, would have dug up ·the bush iby ·the roots 
to d~scover the "source'S'!· of the Fire and bhe Voice, and probaMy would have 
written a lot of learned nonsense to prove that the bush had been transplanted 
from. the garden of 'some hea·t'he·n king, tha·t many of the branches ·had t·he 
appearance of having been gr·a~ted: on the origti·nal srock "at sundry .times and 
in divers manne~s"· by some aneient. Burbank who, :it . was 'be'1ieved, was not a 
mythical character; tha·t the .supposed fire could not have ibeen more than a 
~eflection, ··and that if'a voice ·was.h~a'rd at all it could have issued from only a 
few, of the '.branches, al~d.· certain'y ought not to be thought of as issuing frmu 
gr .being associated with th·e. bush as a whole. . 

"And Moses .hid his ~ace; for he was afr.aid. ·to look· npon God." Ger~ain 

learned Egyptian c.ontemporaries might have ca,lIed him ignorant, they per-haps 
would have said that it was easy. to shut one's eyes, that he was opposed to 
'~r~search" and "investigation," that his temper and spiri·t could IUa'ke no con­
~d~ution to the solution of "pro:bl~ms:' hy which many Egyptians were vexed. 
Aithough "Moses was lea~ned ·in all .the wisdom of the Egyptians," in the 
face ef their taun-ts, 'while that-Fire was hur~ing and that Voice was speaking. 
he' would s·till.have ."hid his. faoe; for he was· ·a·fraid to 100'k upon. God." 

. Is anything 1110re need~d in. these 1l10der~ days t·han a revival of "the. fear 
of ~~le Lord".? . It is perhaps too much to 'hope that the 'brazen. impudence of 

; 
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much so-cal,led, "prOifound scholarship" will ever hide -its -facc ulltil its cheek 
shall ·be blanched 'by thc flaming ,brightness of the Gr~t \Vhite Thron.e".and 
its i~pious tonguc, shall be compelled, by' ·l1li"e.senten·ce. of. the Judgc,'; ~q' con:"': 
fess .thalt )~stis' Christ is Lord to the glory of-'God :the Father. Apos-tles'!iml" 
prophets may .fear, ·and, even the seraphims 'with" ihei'~ si:i,i ~ings' maY, use: bu-t· 
two to fly with, while' with twain .they ~o~er thei:r. fac~,: and with. twain ."tQey, 
cover their 'feet, ill the presence of the Lord of 'hos·ts, al"!d 'in the ·collsciousne.ss, 
that not only the Temple, but "the "Wholc earth is full of His g,lory"; but this 
human 'ignorance, that calls itself "scholarship" is not afroid' of anything in 
heaven above, or in ·the earth' ,beneath, or in the waters under the ea'r·th. It. is 
not ai£raid even of fa.cts, of facts that are eng raven in stone, facts that are im~ 
perishl!-'bly written on the' pages 'of ihistory, :facts that ~re incarnate in a count-' 
less. multitudc of regenerate human 'beings,--such :facts are supposed to be 
annihilated 'by a stroke of the pen of "scholarshi.p"! It is time the children of 
faith rejoiced at l~ast in anticipation of the triumph ~f the truth. While 'm~ny' 
"imagine a vain thing" thinking 1:0 'break the' di~in~ bands asun4er, ami"t6 ~~~(' 
away His Words ,from them, le1: Faith b.ut listen, ~nd she' shall know that :"rle"~ 
th3:t sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, the Lord s'hall have them in derlsioll"~ . 
an4.she will learn to l:augh with. G~dl . '. , . ..... , : " . I. ' .•••. '. ..; . 

. Meanwhile, let us not be afraid of 'bl!ing ·iikcned ,to' an ostrich becaus'e' iik~ 
Moses, we hide our faces. The fire is still burn.ing upon the altar, the bus.~,. 
still burns with fire, the Voice stilI spooks for those who will put qff ·their 
s'hoes, and ·hide their .faces. . 

The Bible is a very na1:ural book. No one claims that it was written by 
angels. Its roots are in the soil of human exp~rience, its branches beal': fruit . 
in the heaven.ly ,places; and it is.aglow with the fire o·f the divine .Pres.e.nc;e ... 
The attitude of your soul toward ·God is of more importance to. thc und·cr.-: 
standing of ,tbis Book, even than your intellectual equipment. Are' You ";lfraid 
to look upon ;,God"? Do' yo.u hide your face? Do you put off your ~s'hoes:? 
If that ·be your attitude 'and spid-it you .s.hall. see the Fire, you shall: hear .the " 
Voice, you .shall "b~ reminded of the covenant, you s.hall hear the: promise 
of deli:verance 'from Egypt into a land that .floweth with mi1'k and honey, yOll .' 

shaH join with Moses, the man of meek and ·humble spirit, who was "afraid 
to look upon God," and say, "I will sing unto the Lord: for he hath triumphed· 
gloriously: the horse .and his ·r·ider . hath he thrOWI1 into' the sca:" , .. : ~j.<,'" " 

;"1 . t,' [i \", I" 

, . 
. , THE EDITOR ABROAD. 

Furthei- Observatio~ On'Conditions In·the West:···.. :. ", 

Our last letter was dated at Vancouver; 'Fe1bfluary 1411:h. We' are "1I6ir 
writing o'n the way beltween Willni'peg and Toronto, . March 3rd .. These' iin'es 
will be read by people in many ,parts .Qf the' worl-d, many of whom have' i~cver 
seen Canada. Looking lirom the vi'indow at this' .moment we 'have teflccteq that 
if we were 'Onld of a jury seilected to' decide whdther Kipling was guilty' of mis­
representing Canada when he· called her "Our Lady of thc Snows," ,ve' should 
vote emphatically for a verdict of "Noit Guilty." FOr more than two ·thousand· 
miles we "have seen nothing'hut snow. ~ut wliall: a country this is! Notwit'h.i 
sltanding iIt is wintertime, a·nd trains mus·t halttle with !the elements; ill these 
three 'weeks of continuous travel the Canadian' Paci;fic Ra·ilway trains have been 
on' time to 'the minute. We have been aw·ay only' t",enty-two days and e'xpect 
to·be at·home for ·breakfast to-morrow. But when our journey is completed' in 
the morning we shall "have covered over six Ithousand two hundred miles in 'two 
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hundred and twenty houlrs of travel, i'ncluding oe!1even nights on the train and 
two nights on a boat; visi,ted fi.ve greaJt c'ities; delivered twenty-nine public 
addresses; held !iumerous cOnferejllCeS and committitee meetings; addressed an 
aggregate of over ten,' and possibly twelve, thousand !people; per,so~ally greeted 
many hundreds more,-and all in less, than twenty-three days. Afld' the terri­
tory covered but a small p3[lt of Canada. We invi1:e our friends"f~~m afar t~' 
come and live in a real country where .there is plemty of room to moV:e. 

Perhaps we had beitJt~1r teLl our distant £riends a litt!le about our wonderbl 
climate. Toront~ is a ,bea,uti.ful summer resort-not quite all the year around. 
When we left FebrualrY '9th iii: was raining, wiith ,plenty of snow on the groulll!; 
and from then until within a coupllfl,of hundred mile's or less of Vancouver" sno,,' 
was everywhere, except abo~lt Medicine Hat where a recent Chinook had taken 
i.t nearly all away. But Vancouver weath~'r was ,delightiul; therf~ was 'no, snow 
except upon the tops or ,the moun/tains, and a tempeJ;:ature w'hich made' a light 
overcoat comfortable There was bright sunshine nearly all ,the time we were, 
there The skies wept a little, as wa's f.itting, when we wer~ about to leaV'e­
whether of joy or grief we will not record. 

Returning from VancouVle.1r Ito Calgary for most of the first day ,we sat out 
on the rear of the observation car, and were quite comfortable. The '~etD!Perature 
in Calgary was Illost p'leasan't, almost l'ike spring; but Edmonton ,was like a 
beautiful lady ·of finlfl ,form' and features w1'1h .rather an icy mann«;r u,ntil she 
smiles and takes you by the hand-:-and ithen "you don'lt feel it"---<~h3il: 'is, the 
icel Edmonton tempera'tnre was thirty-three below zero; but we, are! compelled 
1'0 acknowledge that Edmon~on we found to be one place ill the' West whlfre 
they te·lI the ,truth-when ,they say, "You don't feel it." We 'didn't! But 
Winnipeg at tW'e~lty-se\'en below zero ought to ,be sent to bed and 'made to stay 
there ulltil she learns' better manners. When Winnipeg smi:tes you with a 
hreeze a,t twell~y-sev·en bellow, the passage from the hoJtel door to a dosed ,car 
is quite long enough, thank you! 

\Vere we to write of the country 'itself, of how the prairies' a~ve you "with 
their vastness, and enchant you with their silence, and inspire. you 'with 'l1;'heir 
ihaud'ible proljhecies of the millions who will some 'day fiI,1 niese' almoSit im.­
measurable spaces to ex,tract ·the inca1cul'able wealth of yellow ,gold to feed the 
wo'rld, whose potentia,litics even now await the appropriation ,of..labour and 
ent'C'rprise beneath these silent sitretches of snow; or were I to a,t!tempt to de­
scribe ;the majesty 'of -the mcunltains, the mysterious depths of those vast can­
yons, the wonder il;'Spired by the h,uman djlri,!!g which dreamed s'o 'hero'icaliy ancl 
engineered so skilft!lly and wrought so indomi,t,ably as to master ,the moun'tains 
and achieve this incomparably glorious highway to the 'sea-were we to write 
further ·on that theme. we should 'haye t~ fiB The Wi·tness' pages with d'elScrip­
tive articles for many 'weeks' to come, Vie musit 'be con:ten.t in ,the meanitime 
to say. "Blessed of ,the Lord be iris land. for the ,precious ,things -of, Heaven, 
for til~ de'w, and :for the deep that coucheth 'ben~ath, And. for .the precious 
fruits brought for,th 'by the sun, and ,for the ,precious things put £.ol'th 'by the 
M-oon. and for t'he chieof things of the ancient mountains, amI for 'the precious 
things ot the lasting hills, an~ for the precious things of the earth and fuioncss 
thereof, and for the good will of 'him !t!J;tt dwelt in ith.e -bush,'" . , 

''vVe have just come back ·to our little compartment from the ·.dining car. 
\Ve went in as a duty, and fourid it, a pleasure. These C. p, R. men are won­
derful! From whom are thlGy learning their coul'teous and Mten'llve ways? We 
have been entCll"tained royally throughout this journey; bu't these men seem' 
determined ,to serve the best ·wine·at the las't-not literally, ~f course, for ~ are 
n~w in Ontario! They brollght breakfast and lunC'h to our compartmeil't; an~ this 
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evenin.g made us fee! as though we were President of the road. We are be­
ginning ·to wond'er what i·t would feel ti~e to .. be C. P. R. President. We had 
a !feeling we must be very careful to conceal our ~dentity, l'est these courteous 
servants of the Company should recognize the. ·ferocious Ba.pt.\st disturber-the 
bete noire of certain Baptist Ministerial Associations, who apparently are filled 
with ~prehension when~V'er tthey 'hear he is comoing to tewn. To our ~stonish­
me nt, however, these C. P. R. men called us by name at dinner. They canJl,()t 
possibly ·have leamed .that this .passeruger is 'Looked UP0ll! as more dangerous 
than several cars ·of dynamite. By the way-about Baptist Ministerial Associ­
ations-more anon and 'bime -bye! 

AJ; Vancouver . 
. Now we must slip back in our tA,ou.ght to Vancouver. The Baptist cause 

in Vancouver is, in some res;pects, ,nourishing; a.nd in some respects jt is· quit.: 
critical. The Bapti'st ·churche·s and pastors, as far as we know, are sound in ,the 
faith. But British Oolumbia has been much exerCised as toO its place in the 
Baptist Union of Western Canada. The Union'ls 'endorsatipn of Brand'on Cellege 
and the generalo conduct ·Olf the Union's a.ffairs ha.ve created profound dissatis­
faction among a large and influential ·num:ber of British Columb'ia Baptists. . 

. We were -impressed wi·th the !solid character of a large number of Vancouv.:r 
Baptists whose Ipve of ·the gospel is of a very .vita·} :character They love the 
gospel enough ·to conrend for it. ./\. study of the 'VancouV'er situation 'has con­
·firmed a view we have heM for.·some .tintc;, namely, ,that ~o .one can be 'a really 
honCti;.t and s.trai'gb.tlforward Baptist in t1'!.ese days wit\1out fighting. The attack 
on the ·faith is so .generab that -if one has any k~ledge (If religieus conditions 
at aU, he must either fi'ght, or surrender, or else take ·th'e middle course and 
play double a·nd compro~ise. We have come to :the condusi·on that the middle­
of-thoe.-·road Baoptist vs alway.s a Mr. Facing-both-ways. We had abundant evi­
dence that Vancouver Ba'pt'ists have .~mong them a few preachers who would 
run with ·the hare and hu~t with ·the hound.s; ·but the majority ·of Vancouver 
pastors we belieV'e. ·to be true ,to the fait\1. It was our melanoholy duty, in two 
instances, to expose this d'ouble-dea1i.ng. It ~s 1?ainfu~ always to 'have to differ 
f.ro~ ·brethren; 'but in wartime (lrdinary risks are ,too hazardous to .be lightly 
incurred . 

. The interests in the services in Vancouver were niaintained to ,the end. Fri­
day eV'en·ing, February 20th, when we spoke on "The ,Christian Attitude Toward 
Amusements," the house was packed, including't,he $,chool-room; and when the 
invi,tation was giV'e.l1! ,t-o declare one'·s readiness toO ,put .c~rist firs,t by abandoning 
the things which caulSe weaker ones to stumbl'e, it was estimated about one 
th(lusand respondcd. vVe are inclined to think that the actual number was 
sligh-tly.i'e-S's than ·that. . . 

Among the ministers who supported the serv·ice~ were the Pr'esidertt and 
Secretary of the British Columbia Convention. Rey. D. G. McDonald, and Roc.v. 
F:' W. ·Auvache. respectively; !llso Re.v. A. F. Baker, Rev. Er.nest. J. Pleilder­
leil.'h, ,Rev. A .. W. McLe'od, Rev. H. L. Kempton, ReV. An-drew Gdeve; and Rev. 
M. Van Sicla~, while 'Several others were frequenrty in attendance . 

. . The Su~aay g·ervices. 'Yere aU largely al.'tended, and the last day' was.a 'day 
of. great .spiritual :blessing... '.. 

We nad ·qtany commit-tee meetings and conferences; and met score.s 'of 
old' fri'ends iromaU pants of the 'Conti.neot and .from ,the Old Land, induding . 
some from Spurgeon's I.abernade. 

Duri.ng the Conferen'ce many joine<i the Vancouver Branch of ,t,he Ba.ptist 
Blibte Union of North America, the member,ship .now numbering over two hun­
dred' and fifty-including a large p-roportiQn of';leading men and women in the 
various C'hurches. We are sure that .the Baptist Bible Union will be. an irJf1u­
ent'ial factor in Ba.ptist,. affair.s in lJrlt.ishColumbia. 

We reach(,!d Cal-gary Tuesda:y'. ·,the 24;th; and ,t.I~ere had a happy meeting 
wilh'many old fri'C.nds; including Rev.' T. J. ~en.nett, Dr. H. H. Bingham, Mr. 
L . S. Haines·, and others The meeting was held in the Crescent Heights 
Bapti&t Church. There was' a -good c.ongregation, fillin'g Hie' church downstairs, 
with' a few in the gaUery. The subject was "The Supernatural the S-tormcentre 
of Christia.iloity." We were told !that the meeting ,,'as a very representative one. 
practical,ly aU the' churches havi'ng ·.som'e rcpresenta.tives there. We were glad 
to . learn .tha.t ·tthe Rev. Chri:stopher Burnet,t, the former Pastor of' Crescent 
Heights, 'now of Detro,iot.· i·s to 'rett1rn to. Ci"e.s·cent H'eigh.t~· in' the near future. 
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Brother Burnett is a strong·man; ·b~ did excellent w~rk years ago as .Pas-tor.of 
·P~liament Street Church, and was Pastor there, when, that church was' amal­
gamated. with Jarvis street .. He 1s a strong ,preacher of the',old-fasihioned 
g·ospel, and a feMless de'render of "the failth o~ce dlelivered to tl1e saints." The 
West is urgently in need o"{ men of ,Brother Burnett's caliber; and we con­
gratulate Cres'cent· Heights and the West generally Oli. his 'return ,to Calgary. . 

. A~EdmODt~ 
,In the smal'l hours of Wednesday morning-1.35, -to be exact"":"we' left for 

Edmonton. We have alr-eady refern,d to its cQ.mofor,table temperature, of thir'ty­
three degI"1ees below zero--but that was the ol~ly cpld ,thing about Edmonton. 'Ve 
went out in -the moning at 11 o'clock to ,give an 'address to tbe students 'of a­
new Bible Training Sc@ol conduc-ted by ,the Christian and M.issionary AJ.1iailce. 
1't is· oIl/ly about a year 'old, but i,t h!ls twenty-one ,students ijn residenc$!.· Mr. 
Woodward, the pastor of ,the Christian AUiance Tabe.rnac1e, and Prin,cipal. of 
the Schoo~, we found we had met before when he was in the army. T'hc story 
of the rapid rise of ,this Bible Training SchooL is a religious romance.· They 
haV'e. prayed ·for Joarger quarters; a.nd the Lord sent someone along with·a Cheque 
for five thousand dollars, whioh ena:bled -them '1:0 procure another' ,building. 

We rejoice in the ,prosperity of this work, for BrQtlier Woodward seems to 
be a sane and well-balanced man: We ha;ve in ·our mind, however, in this connec­
tion a question. We learned from seyeral sources in the West -that young people 
were coming forward ofrering themselves for servi'ce '011 -the f()I"eign mission field. 
They 'had appl1ed to our Camldian Baptis,t Foreign Missio~ Board, aild had .been 
told that the Board "'quId 1!.ot entertain ,the thought of sending them until tliey 
pr'epared !thoemselves by .taking a full university course. The Te,sult had beell ,that 
these y~ung people had ,turned aside -to ~thcr institutions. 1vVe believe in a 
thoroug>h educational tx:aining by ministers ~'nd missionaries; ,but we do not 
believe in making a cast-iron rule of tha-t sort. Very probably mo.st of ,these 
yOUIIJg' peop'~e wltu1d have ,beet:! encouraged to 'take a u1.1iver,siity course if they 
had been Wisely deaLt with. Ought we not to haV'e. some place where, young 
peop'le who ca1!.not see their way,.quite through to the ··end, ,may begin? By 
feeling their way, they will come'· to see -t,he imp'ortance of taking ,the. mQst 
thorough tra·ining. There will, of course) be some of exce·ptional st1'lCngth who 
wHI puroS'Ue their own cou,r-ses, and oSome others' without the cap.~c,ity to appre-

. ciate the im,por-ta,nce of a 'thorough mental equipment; 'but we, v~n:ture ·to -sug­
ges-t. that our F~n Mi.~sion B~ard ,oul$ht. t.o .dea~ v:«;rysympa.nhet~ca.ly .with 
apphc!mts for ,forelg~ serv-loc. ThiS f1our~shmg IMllitutlon a't Edmonton .proves 
.that there is room for a Bible Training School in 'that ·part of the .great ,West. 
, By ,the kindness of the Rev. A. C. Bingham, pastor of the McDonald.Bapt.i~t 
Chur.ch, about ,twenty-five were as~.mbled for Iluncheon, includling mo&t. of the 
Baptist ministers of ·the dty, wi,th several laym.en. and 1S0me ladies w:h.9m we 

.had '.known long ag'9 in London. Wehada .. y!-ry happy !time together., .In: the 
'evening -the church was .packed in ·every part:" -'and we had a service, in. which 

· .. we belie"e there waS a very definite blesSi~g Jor many. ·~r. AUq\v-ay, ~~na.ging 
Editor .of the Edmonton Bulletin; tQOk car~ of us at the ,McDimal~:Hqbel, ,a 

· magnifi.ocnt hotel. of the Canad,iaQ Na.tional RaHway. Brother AlIQ\Viiy""has nOt 
· been IOll!g in -the West; and his going. 'to tha:t city. will be a great" s.tre~gth to 

the Baptis-t cauS'e. there: Rev. A.,c. .Bingham evidCFotty has it fin:e grip· upon the 
· situa.ti-qn. in McDonaJd "C~urch; end is spoken of ,by many of "his. br~thren· as 

one of the reaUy .strong men of nhe West. 

, At ·Ca1g&ry. 
We.left Edmonton alter th~ mee'ting and ~etur'ned ti> . Calgary. 'There we 

had the opportunity of meeting many other old 'friel1ds again,-"aild then on to 
Wi-n.nipeg. 

. 'At.' Winnipeg. 
, Saturday' evening, Februaiy 28th, ·at Winnipe'g, a ,group of men, :twenty­

five in number, came together' after dinne·r and we had a long and il1tl;resting 
discussion' of Baptist affairs in the West until midnight. T,hese men; .forthe 
.most part. constituted a LaY-men:s: Committee 'by whose inViitatiop.: we "were to 
preach. 11). Winnipeg, Mar.ch 1st. 'On that ·Committee there were t;"epresentatives 
of'!praetical,ly every. Bap.tist .chur,C'h ·in Winntpeg. Two 'of the 'pas.tors· met 

,with us-Brother P. Cundy to,whom we 'be"fore referred, who is an Qutstand,ing 
champion 0,£ the faith' in t,he West, and the Rev. Mr. Williams'on, ,pastor of 
Nassau Street Church. . 
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Brother \¥illiamson ,felt a litt,le hit sensitive about a paragraph a~curring in 
ou.r· fir.st letter,. in whid~ we spoke bf the 'hunger o·f the men of the West ·for 
the .. \¥ord :of God. The laymen .present saw no f.au·lt in the- paragraph; and 
felt that it was jqstified in t'he premises. W'he~ it y.ras wriJtten we 'did not ·know 
that Brother "Villi;ullson was a pastor in W1nnipeg, and certainly had no 'inten­
tion of reflecting upon his faithfulness .to i.he gospel. BrCJthre'n there who 
know him well, cheerfully ·testified to the fact that Brother Williamson was 
perfectly orthodox in his ,preaohing; ~nd. recognized that the .paragraph in 
question was a general statement whi!,:h had to do with conditions everywhere . 

. Sunday morning we preached i~ Elim 'Chapel to a congregation' which 
fiUed. the. place, on "The Coming Revival." In the afternoon we spoke on 
"The .\¥,ar ·in the Cnurches" ip. ·the Garrick Theatre, to. a great cqilgregation, 
notwit.hstanding the very coM weather. In the. evening we discussed' the 
question of Church Union to a congregation that practically filled the great 
auditorium. Leaders of the Unionis,t and anti-Unionist' forces were present; 
and the occasion gave us the opportunity of setting before the .cpeople a 
spiritual interpremtion of the ohurch and iJts ·mission. . 

Monday afte,moon we had another conference with ·the Laymen's Com­
mittee which was attended also by Rev. Mr. Gunn, Pastor o'f the Tabernacle; 
Rev. W. E. Matthews, Pastor of Broadway Church; Rev. C. R. 'McNally, Pas­
tor of First Church; 'and Rev. Percival Cundy. Vie had a very frank discus­
sion .about conditions in the West, and about t,he necess1ty of taking a firm 
stand ·if the work in the West is to be .saved .from further disintegration. (In 
a later ar.ticle we pur,pose Ito discuss the Constitution of the Baptist Unioil of 
Western Canada, to show how utterly unbaptoistic it is; and how impossible 
under such an organization it becomes .for the churches to register their 
will. We s'hall have some very st,raig'ht and strong things to say.in our an­
alysis of this strange machine.) In this connection we have before us in the 
leather 'bind-ing of the C P. R., a copy 0"£ Har·per's Magazine, March, 19~5, in 
which there is an 'llrticle, "Shall I Remain in the Churoh?-A Minister's Di­
lemma," ;by Fred Eastman. We quote the" following paragraphs. It is so 
·true to' the ex.pe.rience of many ministers to-day, ,we ·feel it 1S not without. rela­
tion to conditions in the Wes·t. We would ·recommenid our brethren to ··read 
the article in' ·full: 

. "Ringing in my ears to-day are not the voices 0.£ .prophets, 'but the 
-din' oha:' myriad denominat·ional secretaries arid .financial agents.. Once 
the cry' \'vas, 'For God's sake. s'ave 'the' wo·rldl' Now it seems to :be 'For 
God's· sake, raise the Ibud'get.' 1 have heard little in the churches these 
last years 'about saving souls, but much about campaigns for more and 
ever more members. There is an idea a'broad that H we can accumulate 
more noses in the church and raise more cash, all will be well. Whrut we 

. )l1ay do to the 'human beings who live 'behi'nd the noses seems to be a 
" 'matter of second.ary imp·oftance.· Once Chris.t"'called men, .iridividual .. men. 

'.;" '., and. sent ·them· out" to "Ia;boU:r :::ind' die ··for.'·Hi!!" ·cause :,and with power to 
' .. :··~ac2bmplis;h·'-~lJe 'impossible. To-day'the";&)lUrC'h which' claims. 'His flIame 

: ~-'org~'nize. Ccimll1i'ttees, and the' Commi.ttee·s· pass resolutions 'and :·go . home . 
. : . Vie 'd'o not feel th~t we can a'ccomplis'h anything without a majority. Some 
!. ·''folks; as' Gerald St~'nley Lee has :."sa.jil; can never U1i"derstand ';how Jesus 
. 'Of Nazare·th acccimplishe(i so ·much 'without 'being a·comm·ittee. '. . . '. 

'Again: "One of our' m'ost poignant memol"ies is 'tile remark of a 
wise woman at the close o.f a ch'urc,h service which . 'had 'been ilevoted 
largely to an ap.peal.for more community activity: 'It is all very well,' she 
s~id. 'and it may be ·goodl sociology, 'but I came to church for .spiritual 
·£:Qod. and you didn't give it to me;"" '.' 

The writer closes this striking 'ai-tide with these words: "C'hrist had 
a .power beyond the measure of man's. mind. This much, however, we do 
know: He d,id not leave the' synagogues-the synagogue left Him. He 
'drove the money-changers from the"temple but HC" did not desert the 
temple. Th'ey 'had their revenge on: Hiin at l>ilst; bUJI: His final plea' to His 
Father was, "Forgive them for they know not what they do.'" . .' 

... "Conteinplation 0'£ that su.blime Figure' sheds a light" upon the way. 
1fT follow in His ste.ps I 'shall stay in the chur·ch unless ·the C'hurch will 
ticit'",bave me.· I shall scourge the':inoney-changers and the institution­

,'a)ists and' the denom.jnationalists as .. '1': have .opportunity and a sco~lrge; 
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'but I s'hall cling to the spiritual pUl'pose whkh constrained mc to enter 
the ministry. That much seems clear. Is there a ,place in the church for 
me? A place 'for one who wants to be an ind·ividual rather than ;r co·g 
in a machine, who has learned to ca·re more for spiritual value than for 
denominational !prestige, more for the ~ndividual than for the inst\tution? 
If no such place beckons, what then?" 
One of the brethren present .at Monday's Conference expressed his appre­

ciation of the personality of Professor Harry McNeitt of Brandon College. 
He expressed the view that he believed that he was tru.]y orthodox at heart, 
but that he had ,become somewhat twisted intellectually :by contact wilth Chi­
cago University. We ventured to say in reply that we knew nothing at all 
about Professor McNei].] except what we :had learned through the Commis­
sion's report adopted by the Baptist Union of Western ·Canada, and t,hat that 
report constituted ·the most sweeping condemnation, although not intended to 
do so, of anyone supposed to be a Christian teacher. We pointed out to the 
brethren that if Dr. McN eiIl is perfectly or,thodox at heart but without abmty 
so to express :himself as to ;be easily understood by the people, 'he is therefore 
unqualified as a teacher. If, on t'he other hand, Dr. McNeill really believes 
what the Commission represents him as hel.ieving, he is 01'\ dootrinal grounds 
disqualified ,for his office. So that, in any event, it is time for a change. 

We were informed of 'another incident in connection with Brandon Col­
lege. T!here is in Brandon a young professor-less 'than thirty-named Rich­
ards, ·who comes from Rochester Seminary. This professor was expounding the 
chapter on the resurrection of Lazarus; and explained to his students that 
Lazarus was really not dead but in a swoon, .and tha·t our Lord had sa,id, 
"Our friend Lazarus sleepeth." One. of the s,tudents, 'however, called ,his at­
tention to the fact that later in the chapter it was written, "T'hen said Jesus 
unto them plainly, Lazarus is ·dead"; and that the sisters feared to have the 
stone rolled away because he 'had .been dead so long that they were sure ·de­
composition had set in. We are told that the profeessor then admitted: tohese 
things, and ,said he was glad his attention had been called' to it. But what 
a travesty I Jar~is Street w01,lld not Ipermit one who knew so little of the 
\lI';ord of God to teach a beginners' class, to say nothing of teaching .a body 
of students. Surely B.randon is urgently in need of a change! . 

We believe ·t,hat the group of .Iaymen whose .guest we were in Winnipeg will 
be 'heard ·from in connection w,ith Ba.ptist afiairs in 'Vestern Canada. There 
is ·now a strong organization in Vancouver who are prepared to stand :like a 
British squa're against the enemies of the old faith; and we :believe that in a 
very short time we shall 'hear' of a . sol~d organiza'tion .be'ing effected in Winni­
peg -for the same purpose. 'l\Then laymen come together, as they did 'in "Vin­
nipeg, absolutely wi,thout the leaders'hip of their pastors, because of the hunger 
of their own hearts, and because of. their consciousness of the need of 'a more 
heroic type o·f Baoptist f~ith, to say the least of it, it is very significant. 

We have spoken of their assembling wIthout the leadership of t·heir pas­
to'rs. We ought, in fairness, to say that from ·the ·beginning of ,his pastorate, 
Brother Cundy ·has sounded no uncertain note in -t'hese matters. He has .nailed 
his co,lors to the mast, and ·everybody knows eX!actiy where he stands. We 
met hosts of Bap,tists ,in Winnipeg who were longing for ,better days; and 
who are coming ,to see that better days .can never come by the substitutioil of 
compromi~e ·for conviction, and poHcy ·for principle. 

. We had a very ·cordial meeting with Rev. C. 'V. Gordon (Ralph Conner), 
who was present at our Sunday evening service ,when we discussed the. ques­
tion of Church Union. Dr. Gordon very courteously put before us some inside 
information respecting the confHct in the J;>resbyterian' Church. From the 
infoTmation received we should judge tha,t both sodes need. to pray very 
earnestly that they may not forget their manners as Christia'n people .. At the 
same time, our general view of the principle of Un,ion was not chaRged bv the 
information conveyed by Dr. Gordon. We are not able to see that the 'prin­
ci.ple upon which this Union is founded is strictly just to al·1 concerned. Our 
discussion of Union, however, was mainly designed to afford ·an opportunity 
to set ~efore some of our Western friends,' once aga'in, the old~fashioned Bap-
~ist interpretation of the spiritual mission of t'he 'church. . 

,. We· left Winnipeg Mond~y evening, we shall 'have to confess, a liUt'e bi,t 
wc:ary. We arTived' in Toronto We.dnesday morning only to rind \vaiting 
for us tlhe duty of issui,ng anotJher C()py of The Witness-and ,here it Is! . 
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Qt.fJt EfJolt Jililllt '6unbap 6tf)ool 1L.t~~on e:our~t 
Lesson r!XXVI. .. March 15th, 1925. 

DANIEL'S WISDOM.-Book 6f Daniel, chapters l' and 2. 
1. We Have Here the Story of a Man With Heart Religion. 

There is muc'h reHgion that is nothing .more· than a thought of the mind 
or a pass'ing ·emotion. lot is wi'th the heart men .believeth unto righteousness, 
and· as a' mati .thinketh in his hea·rt so is he. 

1. tri.·· many respects Daniel was not in the most advant!lgeous circum­
stances;.' He was among 'ca'ptives, a stranger in a strange ,land. It is often so 
that God's.great men hegin their careers amid great hardships. 2. Yet in the 
very .straitness of his circumstances, Daniel .found his op'portunity. He is an 
example of tl~e p,rinci.ple that all things work together for good to them that 
love God . .", Like ]osep'h in Potiphar's ~rison, ,he 'found his oppor.tunity amid 
great diffi!liulti~s. So do God's men ·always. We ought 110t to pray ·for easy 
circumst~nces 'or for smooth roads, but ·for· grace to endure and strength 'to 
conquer.' 3 .. ' p~niel .pu.posed in his hear·t that he would ,be true to his deepest 
c0,?vic~19Jl~:. h is thus we may streng~hen ourselves against the hout ?f temp­
tabon. 'It'IS· dou'btful whether a man IS ever suddenly overcome of'evll: there 
is a 101')g pr.e·paration either for surrender or conquest Daniel settled it ill 
his 'heart ·what .he would do under certain cir·cumstances. 4. He is remarkable 
for t·his·llllso, 'that he had .the courage of his cOllvictions. He did not hesitate 
to ex·p·r.j!ss hi~' pu~ose. So ought we' to do. 5. He put God to the test. It 
is evidF,nt, tha.t,.God was. a real factor in Daniel's me; and he hel·ieved that 
obedie»'c'e 'to: His commandments could only bring blessing in the end. 
Therefo're in spite of contrary influences, he too'k the .t:ight course; and God 
vindicated his trust. 'He always will: . . 

"H~ always wins who .sides with God; 0 
, .' To him no ohance is lost; . 

I " ··,t God's will is sweetest to him when 
)i!.III''''.. It triumphs at his cost." 

. • I • 

6. Dillliel' and ;his ·comp;mions excelletd aU the wise mcnin their kno\vleqge and 
skill ·in !Ill !Iearning and w'isdom, and in understanding in all visions and dreams. 
It is p:qpula'rly. supposed that intellect :belongs in supcrabundant measure to 
the ch.j,lqr~m. Qf; this world; but the truth is, the fear of bhe Lord is the begin­
ning o~ V\'!·sdom, and to depart from evil is understanding. And w!loevl!r will 
put Gqd, .first and act in the ,fear of the Lord,' will, find his understanc1ing 
opened and will ,be made wise in a thousand matters wherc others are without 
knowledge, .' ' .. 
II: A 'Reiigion of Divine Revelation. . 
. . Th,i,:,pb~Pter is altogether too full to attempt exact exposl·t!on ~ithin the 

III~l1t~ :p'~ss\Dl~ to a Sunday' School Icsson. We .sugges.t only cert~111 .general 
prlll,oJ.ples; XVhlch are o·f .value. 1. There 'are secrets whIch are undIscoverable 
to human· wi§d.om. The 'king's demand of his wise men was certainly most 
unreasonahle. Yet the fact ·remains that ,the mysteries of the future .are in 
other .than human hands; and with all our ·wisdom and learning we cannot put 
aside . tli~., curta'in and tell what the future has in store. It would save us 
much' eni:ba.rra'ssmen-1 . could we recognize the principle that there are some 
things whit;n may be known only as God is pleased to reveal them. 2. Daniel 
and.his'·co'mpanions prayed for divine illumination, an'd God revealed 10 them 
bhe secre·t whose knowledge they desired. Our experience may be different.in 
degree to that of Daniel; but it is still true ·thait the things which ~ye hath 
not seen nor ear heard, and which have not entered 'into the heart of man, 
may 'be revealed unto us by God's Spirit. 3. Daniel was careful to give 'God 
all the glory for ·the revelation-as we ought also always to do. 4. Into the 
particulars of the five kingdoms represented ~n Nebuchannezzar's image we 
cannot here enter, as many historical matters are involved which would be 
beyond the ·co~ass of the majority of Sunqay School classes. On ·thing 
particularly this vision teaches, and that is, ,that the stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands will supplant aU other kin·gtdoms. Beyond all perad­
v.enture,. the kingdoms .of this world shat.! yet become the ki1')gdoms of our Lord 
and:.of His Christ; .and. He shall reign for' ever and ever. 
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SUNDA Y EVENING COMMUNION. 
On· account· of the Pastor's absence the Monthly Conimunion ·Service 

was postponed from last Sunday ·till ·next Sunday. A large number will be 
· :baptized at the evening service, and there .will 'be loittle time for a sermon. 
: ,Last month we had the largest Communion Service ever known in Jarvis 
· Street.; ·rh~ servie~ of next Sunday evening will ·be the. last Monthly Com­

·munion ·and Reception. Service of the Church Year; and we hope fhat it will 
:exceed : in . numbers and 1nterests, all other services that we ·have ever held. 
The Pastor will preach morning and evening. 

THE PASTOR AT HOME. 
l The Pastor returned from the West Wednesday morning, March 4th. He 
)vould lilke to express Ihis· persorial appreciMion o;f the· splendid way in which 
£everyobody 'has carried on during the three weeks of .his absence. The Bible 
School.'has been magnificently susta·ined, all the prayer meetings have been 
largely atrt:ended, and the Sunday's services, ·from all reports,' have been full 
of blessing. We are greatly indebted to Doctors Hoyt and Maguire and Wal­
ker for the great service they rendered on the three Sundays in which they 
·occu.pied the Pastor's place. It is a great thing for a C'hurch to be bui'Lt 
around -the Lord ·and esta!blished upon the Rock, and not to be dependeent 
upon the .personal ministry of any o·ne man. If the members of <the church 
will carefully read the .letrt:ers on ·his Western trip which have been printed in 
The Witness and· the others whIch wHl !follow, they will see ·thlllt Jams Street's 
ministry i6' extend-ing to the ends of if!he C'ontlnen-t. We are meeting pastors 
aud! ;people who had come almost to ·feel that tJhe days of grea,t spir.f.tual move­
ments· and,of wbound:tng spiritual !blessIng were passed; ibut we are learndng 
that wh·at God ·has d~ne in Jarvis Street-8llld .1s sflilol doing-is proving an 
inspirati()11 to teng o.f tho.usan·ds ()If peO'plle who h'ave never been wi·tlhin our wa;lls. 

The ministry of The Gospez Witnes8 i·n these ddstan·t places is simply mar· 
veHous. We have simply ·th01lSIIiDds upon thou-sa.nds of ·friends whom we lhave 
never seen, receiving !blessing througth the pr:intelio page, and· who are .inspired 
to pray. A'ILd so the Jalbour of the people, and. t!b.e saerMlciBtl efforts which make 
the pu'bUcation of The Oo.speZ Wtfne88 possible, are being a.bu.ndantly r~a.rded . .. , , 

- .-
CpLLEGE STREET AND FIRST AVENUE . 

. . ~ few wee1ks ago cur College Street fri~nds sustained a great loss in the 
d·e~·tr'llCtion . ·cf their splendid buildin·g 'by fire. This .week -the fire-field claimed 
·an·other· ·victim in the First Avenue Church, w.hiob was also completely de­
~tr~xed .. ,!,he sym.pat~y.~ Jarvis Street.Cpurch. goes cut to these two stricken 
cong:liegattons. 

p'r. Vining and Dr. Gr!lha:qt are both. men of heroic· mould; and no douobt 
'. wit.! .lcad their pe.9:ple albly in suc'h st~ps as ·they may find .it· wise to' take. In 
· the . meantime, we ass.ure our· ·fellow-Baptists olf these two ohurches of cur 
. pi'0found .. sympl!:.~hY and ·of our earnest. prayer that God's blessing may :be WPOI1 
the11l, an.d that. Qut of these calamities ·some good may eventually come. 
:: .. 
.'... Dotteas ··Society, Thursday,· March 12th, 1925. Ladies of -the churoh who 
a~e .. intcrested in ·the. porcas .\Vor'k are invited ·to meet in. the church parlcr, 
T'hursqay" March 12th, at 2 o'el.o.ck. Please ·bring .thlmbles and scissors. Hot 
s·upper will ·be served at 6.30 to which we welcome all Jarvis St. £riends, espe­
ciaUy the gentlemen .and young peo.ple.:· Preparations are being made for a 
1.aa<ge .gatheI'ing~ . An ·offering· is t3lken at the -tables 'to defray expenses of the 
s.uPi>er.,. :.~n,<:I any. surplus· is used in, our Dorcas work .. 
. ~ '.: .. ...... 

. : I·' Y·biuig. Women's· Mission . Circle-The ·regular meeting of the Young W 0-

me,n,'s.,¥i!!~ion. Cirele wi11 be .held: On ·Wednesday, March lltoh, at 8 c'clook. 
T.hi!'; is: .-tp ... ~e. an open. ,'?lee~ip~; an,d e;v~ryone interested .in .. miss10ns is prom­
ised· an"enJoyable ·and, ~nstruchve evening. Mr. Fred Bell. will tel.1 of the .work 
in Tibet;··:nfd ~ill show·lan~e·r"n slides illlls·trat-ing the work carried on· there. 


