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~bt J arb is ~trttt lBulpit 
CHRIST THE MUSICIAN. 
A Sermon by the Pastor. 

"In the midst of the church will I sing praises unto Thee. "-Heb. 2: 12. 

maESE words are quoted 'by the writer of this epiSltIe .from the twenty-

T 
second Psalm and are tCited here as a prophecy which finds :its !f~l
filment 1n Jesus Christ. We have, therefore, New Testament au·th
ority lor Ibelieving th·is' tor ibe a. ,Messianic Psalm. That anyot;le 
shouldr ever have questi-oned' it .is only a proof th·at "the natural ~ 

recei-veth oo¢ the thdnrgs of the Spirit of God." The i>salm presents s:uel;t. a 
perfect !portrait of the Crucified that omly they !Who 'have never seen Him can 
fail to recognize the likeness. 

Its address ''To the Chief !Musician" is most flttin,g; ·for since "the morniJlg 
s·tars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy" when. the founda· 
tIons of the earth were laid, Jesus has ever Ibeen the inspirati{)n of the subHm· 
est music, the theme of the sweetest {)f human and angelic songs. . 

The PS'almist sings in the title to the ,psalm ort the "Hind of the Morning." 
Jesus is represented as a young hart surrounded. Iby many foes. In the Song of 
Solomon also He is ,descr-i'bed as a "roe or a youn'g hart" "leapin,g upon the 
mountaIns and. s'ki!pping llIPOn, the 'hiIls"; ,but "until the da.y Ibreak and the 
shado'Ws fiee 8iW'8.Y," ,Shulamith prays him 00. be'like a roe or a young hart upon 
the mountains of Bether," i.e., division, mountains that separate. And in· ·tlbls 
Psalm, "The Hind of the M{)rning" is hunted ",upon the mount8iins of iBether, 
on rugged Golgotha He appears "forsaken" of His GOd, ibeset Iby "str!)ng bu:lls 
of Buhan," by "a ravening and a roal'ling lion," by "do,gs and un-i-corns," 'rhey 
fall upon Him in their fury and Ibring HIm .into the 'dust 'of deaUl." But in 
fulfilment of the desire Qf the con,eluddng prayer of the ,Song of 'Songs, '~Make 
haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe or to a young hart upol). the mou:q· 
tains of spices," He comes again, 'WIhen, on His resurrection morning, the d~y 
breaks f-or the world, and ''The Hind of the m-orning," "The Light of the World" 
exclaIms, "I w1l1 declare Thy name unrtJo. my Ibrethren, in .the midst 0'[ the 
chuI"ch wil:l 'I sing !pI"8.ise unto Thee." 
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The 'Psalm 'begin-s as a solo, s'et ,in a mdnor ,key: "My God, my God, why 
'hast Thou forsaken iIUe? WilIlY art Thou so Ifar Jrom hp.Jping' me, an-d If·rOlD the 
lror,(i'f.l of my roaring?" But at the twenty-second' verse the ,plaintive minor 

'strehl is dropped, ,and the psalm con-cludes in a magiJ.,i!fl.'cent !burst of ohoral 
'symphony: ''!My !praise shallibe of Thee in the greM 'con-gregati'!,n • • • aH the 
;ends of the world shall rememlber all'd' turn unto ,tJh!e ILord: .Antd! aH the kindreds 
tOf Ithe nations shaH worship before fl'hee. 'For the' kingdtom is the Lord's and 
'he is the Governor among th'e ll'a.toions. AliI they that !be fat upon the earth shall 
;'eat l1nd worship: 'alol otJhey that go down to the d'ust shall "bow before Him: and 
~n'One shaH keep aUve his own SlOW. A seed shall serve' Ihim: it shaH ,be acooull'ted 
:'00 the Lord fur a generation. They shall come, all'd' slhal!l declare h:ls righteous
'ness unto a,tpeople that shaH be iIlorn, thM he' ha.tih! drone this." 
; ·1 ShaN try to show yoU how the 'Man of ISorr.OIWs converted discord linto 
\harmony; 'and changed' the wice 'Of weepin'g .into a new song whiCh 'is su~ 
:before 'the throne oIf 'God, and which none but the re,deemed can ,learn. I shall 
ask y~u to thiD.!k iOif The Divine Master, of The Theme 01 His Music. and of Thp, 
Audttory 01 Hi8 (Neat Masterpiece. 

I. 
Ll:lt me spe'ak to you, then, of the s'kiH of THE Dl\'lN!!: 'l\ol..J.STEII. We have pic: 

tured Jesus in many characters, as ISavio11lr, TeaCher, Brother, Friend. I desire 
to jntroouce Him to 'you this morning as the :Author of a:l:l :tJh18 world's music; 
as the greatest:of aU orgaDi ,buHders; among composers, .the MastaT of all whom 
we caB "the greBlt masters"; as the Or.ganist Whose fingers wake the music of 
the spheres. For it ,is no fa.ncifui metapihor w.hich d'escr~bes Him. in -the ten as a 
Singer; -it is a matter 'a! !fact, wihioh: [ shan 'attempt to show, that the world's 
Master ;Musioian o'f all ages is none other thaDl Jesus Christ. 

You have ibut 01'0 remember that Ghri8t i8 the Greator to recognize the truth 
'Of tIllis. ',I need: DlOt stay to ~rove IRis ereatorshl.;p s'ave to quote a passage or ,two: 
"AlI things were made illy Him, and wIt;hout 'Him was not all'ytMng made that 
was made." ''For 'by Biim were a:H thin:gs ,create,d, tJhQt are in ihea-ven, and that 
!lire ,in earth v-isible and :invisilble, whether they !be thrones or dominions, 'Or 
prin'Ci.palities, or :powers: all things were created ,by Hi'm, and for Him; and 
He I's ,before all thinigs, and! !by Him. alol things consist." Faith wdlI find in the 
dIctum of Scr.fpturc sufliicient proof of Christ·s creatorship. Tha,t established. 
let us thi-llik 'Of His works. 

,May 'I attempt a delfinition of tJhe province olf musi~?-',' Musi,c is 1l1uit 'etdest 
sister ~n the family of fine 'Il·rts. 'Dhe Utterateur crystallizes .thought and emotion 
in silence; the sculptor ipetrHl.ee '1i'fe; the painter makes s;pace and, relation the 
handmaids of bea.uty; the 001:01' holds the 11ttemteur'scrystals up to the U~ht; 
the architect tra:des, or wars, or 'revels, or worsh.fps, in stone. Bwt the mus'~cian 
melts"the 'litterateur's cryStals'int()'a rlppling brook; gives 'Voice t'O'the statue; 
1lHe the padnter's spaces with singing an,gels; :dfEiS~olves the actorls' fiashiJi~' 
crystals into goblets:'Of wine'; a,nd' fills the"archit~ct's otem,ple 'with .devotion; 'J ", 

and e:ID.illoys souDld:' :to' eXllreBS what, :in ot!let arts, 'wou'ld' ibe an unfi.ttC1'~bZ~;,r:"" 
beautl,ful soul. ',' , !;:, ' .. " .. " ,t; , ' .. ;I:"(! '1:)l~: 

Hut what is sound? Do you 'know .that' tIlie d:ifferenee ~et~een sound! ~d 
l<ight is merely a difference ,of vilbration? The slower vibrations of the air. 
'W'h-ioh, scientists say, are from eight to forty thousand :per second, we detect by 
the ear and clllH them SIOund. By the sensitive nerves' of the eye "Vi-e' percefvJ, 
the very ,ra.pid v1.brations.of the ether, !Whidh: are from :nearl'Y five hundtad i.o 
seven 'hundred trUlHms per second, and)' calol them slght. 'nhe dlfferene8 of 
pitch in SO'llnd, and :OIf'color in Uglht, is sil.id to !bE! whollly a ddfferelliCe of vibr~ 

; , 
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tion. Sound is 1mposs'i!ble 'Where there .is no air, fo·l' sound :is .transmdtted by 
the vibrations of the ether. Who then created -the meddum of soun·d· and. Ught 
and made possi.'ble ,the ex,pres'sion of a Ibe,autiful soul? W:b.o desigI;led and 
created the acoustics IOlf the universe? :It was- the voi-ce of th'e ,Singer 'Of my 
text which 'broke the .sHenlce .of the iformless void: and set it viilJrating with 
music; the more rapid' vi.brations, moved: 'by the impulsion o·f His wdll, wlhieh 
filled the worlds witlh ~'ight. 

But in reaemption aZso, this ;Singer is the lM'aster Musician. Sin is discord; 
and· he must .be devoid of all oopaoity ;for the iperception .or appreciation of 
spiritual 'harmGnies, wh'O can wal'k in the wor-ld and! ;fail to detect lit. ''Sin is 
the transgression of ,the law." :It produces irregular vilbrations :which ;result in 
false notes, in unmusi,cal s·ounds. When "sin entered into ·tlhe world" the world 
WWI caused 'to Tirbrate ·irregularly; it was set out of tune with the will 'Of God .. 

This w'Orld was a st().p, tlha:t ds, a set of pi·pes, in the grand- organ of t'he. 
universe; aOO· dt was the stop which .pleased the Master's ear more than aH 
others', played' singly or combined. For He delighted not Chiefly in the· Vox 
Angel4ca or' in the' Vox Celeete, not in t'he voice IOf angels, or i·n the 'VOice of 
celestial ~irlts of superior rank. The !Master's favor·ite stop ·in His great organ 
of 'Creation was the Vox If.umana, for "',H·is delights were with the sons of men ... · 

But a serpent got into His organ and ;put t'ha:t faVlOTite stop, every pipe of 
it, Gut of tune; so that when' the Master ·came to inspect the organ to see 
whether!f:ihe Vox Humana was aU bad, His verdict was: '''r:Dhere tis none righteous, .. 
-none in tune with tlhe d·iv.ine will,-:Ilo, not one." He mIght have closed that 
stop and iplayed ;on writhout it: Angels and ar.changels would still have sung to '." 
His accompaniment; cherulbim would, have chanted· their lWisdom; serapod·m 
w'Ould have sung their flaming sonnets of 'l'Ove; and 1jhe denizens of unfallen 
worlds, i·n unbroken har.mon,y, would have poured· ,torth their volume of !praise 
and joined· to swell the !ID.·ighty halleluj·ah cherus of the skies. But toh·e 'Master 
would not have ·it so. His 'Organ was incomplete, for a world was out of tune. 
And what true musician can play rwdth !pleasu·re an organ th·a:t is out of tune? 
The Master missed iBis -muohJbeloved Vox HlliIIlana. .Angels may have 'Wondered 
at His taste and marveI'led, rat His choIce.. The Jews have a 'tradition tha~ 0' •• 

lJuciJfer rebelled in Heaven wrh'en he learned- that Gad would' 'love men· Ibetter 
bun angels. If the tradition were t-rue, ;it would serve to slhow that there 
was jealousy in the first of all choirll--<a chorus of world~ca:use the rMaster 
selected- bhls world ,to sing:a solo. . , 

At au events tbIs :Master of all musicians could· .not cielighot i~ His :organ .': 
whUe !O'Ile stop 'Ww;' out ().f t-une; and' cJoothing 'Hi,mse1f ·in flesh ~e came down . 
to tune It: "God was in Christ reconciliDig-attunlng~e world unto, Himself." . 
It roost .Him 1l1.u~ to tune His organ; '~Theoy .pierqed,.Ris han:ds and Hi.I!.(llet," , ' .. 
the p~~, trow ·~h.~,ch our t~xt .;i~) talken, tens .)lS~~, ,lBuJt:~~.1I,l1>isl;t!!d:, toPe;' w.a.r~" i ; ,. 

at Ias~. He restored ~e stop, :O~$! .. ??i'pe ~~, a time, to more than i~ ancill~t s:wee,t, ,; i,j. 
neSs. ',He made it'the 'lprincix>a:l," t~e dIaJ)8.son, th~ found~U:on. sl:9p:.on .tb,e. grllat·:.,.I'f: 
or~"'I~to ,the intent tha:t now unto the princiPa.I1t1e1;l.r!1J!.~.tipowe?-,s "~!l he!i'venly .J;' 
places might 'be known Iby the church the man1fOtld wisdom of "God." ",,)'!'; ~ .'d';" 

I have spoken of Chrust, tlhe Organ·builder, and, of Jews, the Organ.$lnllr·,[ 
but will you bear oln mInd ,that He ·is the Composer ana Organist also.? For an, I . 

thi-ngs na:tu:ra.:l and! spi'l"itual, it ,is His hand 'Wh~ch pr~serves, as. it orig:i'nated~ . ;.: ,. 
the- b,~ony o~ th~ universe; "UlPholding a:ll things Illy !f:ihe wo~ of H;is ;power." .,,: 

'Is you,," ear tr8dned' ,to .the appreciation of d·iv·ine. harmGn~e.~? .. Do yOU: stop 
and Usten when His /hand sweeps. th~ keye? [),O you hear ·:ais music in .. the 
tree-tops, in the song of 'bi~, and: in the !f:ihunde;r of the sea?' . 
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Wlhat are day and niglht, the seasons of ,the year, ;but stops in this great 
organ, drawn, cont'folled, playeru by :the Master's hand? 

"Ye i.ce-laHs! ye that from the mountain's ibrow 
Adow·n enormous ravines slope amain,
Torrents, methiDlks, that heard Q m-ighoty vOice, 
And stopped at O'nce ·amid their maddest plunge! 
Motionless torrents! silent .cataracts! 
Who, made you glorious as the gates of Heaven 
Benea.th the keen ,full ,moon? W'ho ibade .the sun 
Clothe you 'With raiDibows? Who, 'With living flowers 
Of loveliest blue, spread garlands at your feet?
God! olet·the torrents, like a Shout of nations, 
Answer! and let the ice-plains .echo, ~d'! 
God! sing, lYe meadio!w-streams, with gladsome moo! 
Ye pine·groves, with your soft and souN-ike sounds! 
And they ,too have a voice, yon piles of snow. 
And dn tib.eir perilous faH shall thunder, God,! 

Ye living flowers tha.t skirt the eternad ,frost! 
Ye wild goats sporting rlOund the eagle's nest! 
Ye eagles, playmates of the mountain-storm! 
Ye Hghtmngs, the dread arrows of the clouds! 
Ye signs and! 'Wonders of t!be elements, 
Utter forbh, ,God,and fill the hills with praise! 

Thou, too, hoar !Mount! wUh thy sky,pointing .pea'ka, 
Oft f'riom whose ,feet the avalanche, uDiheard, 
.Shoots d'ownward, gUttering th'rough ,the pure· serene, 
Into the delptih of clouds that veil thy bJ:east,-
Thou too agaIn, sllu.pendous lMountadn! tib.ou 
'Dhat 'as II raise my head, awhile ibowed low 
In adoration, uPWQrd from thy base 
ISIDlW ,travelling with dim eyes suffused woith tears, 
iSolemnly seemest like a vapory .cloud 
To rise before me.-\Rise, o~, ever rise, 
Rise Uke a cloud ·of incense, from the Earth! 
Thou k,ingly ,Spirit throned among .the .biUs, 
Thou d·read' 'amibassad'or ·from IEarth to Heaven, 
Great Hierarch! tell bhou the silent sky, 
And teH the stars, and tell yon ·rising sun, 
Earth, w:ith her th:ousand voIces, !praises God. 

And have you 'heard what I may call His pto1)iaentia~' playing' .Wibat 
'strange. stops He ,draws! What mysterious combi·nations! To the untrained ear, 
'what apparent discol'ds! What plaintive mIno'r tones! And yet 'Withal. what 
heavenly harmonies! Have you h~rd His sweet far-off "s8.licionaJ," like 
Zephyrus whispering among the wdllows· which iben·d over the Silent -River? 
Ah? 'r.his ,SInger knows 'how·1.0.0 accompany His own song. 'And, thou·gh we 
may need many 'lessons, we shall learn iby and .illy, 

"AH' nature is but art, unknown to thee; 
·Alil ,chance, direction, wth·fch thou canst not see; 
1All ddscord tharmony -not unders,t{)'od; 
All opartlal evn, univel'Sal good." 

::~ I ~ 1. ':,.1 

Therefore, fear not to listen to 'His music. 'Lf you are· one of the pipes in 
the' Vox Humana which' He has attuned .to His :mIl, and through whioh .the 
'heavenly 'Wind, 'Wlho ,bloweth· wher.e He Usteth, waits -to ibreathe ,the power 
'whIch gIves the wbole ol'gan :voice, you may well respond to .the: tender.;.touch of 
His WKI'Iinded ibands, ·or the. firmer 'bu't still gentle. tread of His' pier.cecl..feet; 

l 
I 
\ 
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f 
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for there wiU Ibe n'O /false note in Ufe's muic while He is' lilt. the 'keys. Some
tlmes··He:·'Will stri!ke ·a chromattc chord" 'Or set Ii,fe',s music In a. m,inor key; 'but 
the time and tU,ne wm ,be perfect, and the iharmqny suCh as angels love to hear. 

"To-dsy, our hearts, like 'organ ·keys, 
One Master's touch are ,feeUn,g." 

Shall disobedience spooiI the organ's repetition? 
You have n'O d'OUlQI; heard ,the story of the great composer Mendelssohn:s 

vimt to Frieburg cathed'l'a:l? He asked 'Perm,ission to !play the organ, but the 
organist, iIlot !knowing him, a.t flrst refused the request. .At last, after mucll 
enn-eaty, 'he consented, to ,let t'he stranger go to ,the oJ'lgan; :but, when Mendels
sohn began to 'Play, it is said, the old or·ganist ,burst :into tears, and as~ed him 
his iIlame. When he heard, who -he wa:s he wept Sikesh', and sa,id': "Only to 
thdDlk! I had alm'Ost forbid Mendelssohn'to ,touch my organ!" 

And: a Stre.nger comes into the temple of OUT hearts to-day ·and asks our 
ronsent to His m8.,ki,ng melo.dy in OU'T hearts unto ,the Lord. Do y,oiU know Him? 
But' for·.grace, we had' aU Tefiused, unUI, now to ,let Him ,touch the mgan. Look 
at Him closely and M it Ibe that 

. ,,~n His feet and, hands are woundl-lprmts 
And His side" 

give Him the key to ,the or'gan and hid Him play when and willat He Ukes. 
Sa·y to Him: 

"We see not, know not, aU ou!" way 
Is ndght, with 'NJ.ee alone is nay; 
From out the torrent's 'troubled drift, 
A!bllVe the st'Orm our prayer we Uft, 

'l'hy wdlL lbe done." 

"Stri'ke, Thou ,the.Master, we TlhIY keys, 
The ·anthem of the destinies! 
~he minor of Thy loftier stmin, 
Our hearts shaH breathe the old retrain, 

'l'hy :wUl be d'One." 

II. 
Let U8 consider more 'briefly TEE THEME OF THE /MASTER'S /MUSIC: "I wHl 

sing .praise unto Thee." . 
God is the incomparable theme of His melody, a.nd: He ,leads the great choi·r 

of ihuman and angeLic v'Oices: He plays the ,org>an of many manuals and 'Unnum
bered combinations; the "great organ" m,th notes of trees an,iII flowers, of birds 
an9 ijrooks; of mountwin and: allain, of land' an'd sea, and i,ts·matchless h.wman 
diapason; . a.nd· the "sweII organ" of suns and systems-of ibrilliant stars and 
circling pImiets; the "eho1r 'Organ" 0If. all' ,the ,constellations; the "echo 'Org>an," 
of .invI&ible:worlds; He !plays the deep-toned "pedal organ" of dark 'Clouds, and 
reverlberating . ,thiUnder, and roHing bUIows, """hen He mlilketh the clouds His 
chariot, and waiketh '\lIPon the' ,wings of :the wind," when '"His way is in the 
sea and' His path ·is in the great waters, and His footsteps are not knowill"; 
this organ of numberless coril!binati'Ons', tMs iCho1i" of ~nnumera.bl~ voices, the 
Master playS and leads an rendering in fauItIess harmony His ora.torio of praise, 
-But an the leading parts a:re rendered iby human voices, each proclaiming some 
glorIOUs but dlstinet attriibute. of Deity;· and rwihUe singing different parts, each 
contritiiltes to·: the s'Wee.tl~ flOiWlng' harmony of the univenaI OOIQll'lUS of praise 
to God;'"'' " " . 

'NJ.ere is one. a lead1ng' liQ'Prano. who was caUed to the choir an the ,house 
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of ,Simon the ,Pharisee, and was known as "a :woman who, was a sinner in: the 
city,'" ·it .Is her joy to sing an 'praise (l,f /Zi1Jine mercy. She sings of other ,;IQrles, 
whiohi .her enU.ghtened 'lLnd~rstan(Hng has apprehended, dn concert wi~ all ~e 
redeemed, .but 1i)he is at her 'best when the praise of mer-cy is on her tongue. 
I hear 'her voice ring out in clear and bell·Uke tones' In ,pel'lfect conso.nance 
with the !Master's accom,paniment: 

·"The Lord is merci.ful ·and graeious, 
,Slow to anger and £llenteous· an mercy. 
He .·wHl not always cl,lide; 
Neither will He 'kee,p His a:nger ;forever. 
He has not dea:lt w·1t1h us after our sins; 
Nor reward:ed IUS ·accordIng 1.0 our 1nlqnities. 
For as the =heaven"-
(and the vaults of heaven ring as she sings it): 

"For as the theaven is hig>h above the earth, 
So 'g>reat is His' mer·cy ,toWlard, them tha:t fear Him." 

. (and the vOolce r.i.ngs 'out until It gird:les the world with its oneloo'Y): 
"As far as the east is .from vhe west, 
So far hath He removed our 'tra:nsgr~ssions ,from us." 

And here a s·oulful tenor, j,t is t'Jie voice lOt 'o'ne once known as "Saul of 
Tarsus." the persecuw'r of the Ohurch, tlllkes up .the song: 

"'1'Ms is a iflllithful saying, and· worthy of 111:11 aoceptation, 
That Ch.rist Jesus ·came into the world to save sinners, 
Of whom I am e'hief." 

And again the voi-ce of a Magdalene soars alo·ft ,in praise .of grace d·ivine: 
''But God !Who is Il"~dh 'In mercy, 
For His great 'lave wherewith He loved us, 
Even when we were dea·d in Sins, 
H8Ith quickened us together with ChrJst; 
(By grace ye are saved;) 
And h'll.1'Ih. raised us I\lJP together, . 
And made us sit together in he'aven~'Y pIaces in eh·rist Jesus; 
That in the ages ,to come 
He mdght show the exceed.ing riches {If iH'is grace 
In His 'kindness towa.rd .us throug.h Ch~,ist ~'1sus. 
For illy grace are ye saved through fai.th; 
And that not of yourselves; it is ·the gin o.f God; 
Not o·f works, lest any man should boast." 

And when the "great organ" has sounded: fOl'lth a few harmonious strains 
of i~te~lude,' in e:wr~ssi:o~.of ·the wealth of thei·r 1.nher>i..tance,: ,,"h~ arecMldrell 

." ot. God, to Wohom ,bel~~ogs hie"ea~th and the.·fulness thereof,' an~ther' (be was 
. 'wont .. tp I~n Qn the.iM'aster's breast) Ibu·rsts for.th in .praise of love: 
" . "Behold 'What'~·ailDer o,i: love the Father haoth Ibestowed ,~p.9n lis, 
", to', •. ,r. I • 

Th1llt we slhould be called the sons of God." . 
"Behold., now are we the sons oif God:, 
And it doth not yet appear !What we shaH !be; 
But we know that, when He sh1l.H appear, ,we sohall be Idlke Him; 
Jror we shall see Him as He is." 

" A~d, Wlhd-Ie still ;far voices sing IOf everlasting love, the Master's .. fingers 
.sweep the !k~s, and the oIlull organ peaJ.s .f,orth;· accompan~.ing t'h!l 'voices of a 
multitude, whoieh no man can nUllllber, who sing in preise of j1istice div~ne:. 

',: :,', 

"For there 'is -no doifference: for all h'ave sinned, " . 

i 

. \ 
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And oome short of the glory of G<!d; 
Being just~'fied ,freely by His g'race 
Through the redemption whIch is in ChrIst Jesus; 
W:hom Oo'd hath set forth to Ibe a prQili,tiation throug.h faith in His 'blood, 
To declare His righteousness for the remission of sins tbat ,are !past, 
Through the fOl'lbee.rance .of God; 
To declare, r say, at this time Hds righteo:usness': 
That 'He might be just and the justiJfier of him 'W1ho believeth in Jesus.',' 

Bu,t iliere j,s a holy jealousy aanong the memibers of the choir, for ~ 
thinks that he or she is 'best quaUfled to s'tng His ~1se who is- "migllty, to 

• s,ave"-,I)a,v.id si'ngs of power: 
"<rod hath spoken ~nce; 

T,w-i'ce !have 'I heard this; 
That power ibelongeth -unto God. 
Also unto Thee, 0 'Lord, ,belongeth mercy." 

"r waited patiently for the Lord'; 
And He lndined: unto me and; heard: iDlY cry. 
He Ibrought me -up also out an horrilble pIt, out of the miry clay; 
And. set my feet ,upon a roclt, ,and estrublished my goings. , 
And He hath put a new ,song in my mou,t!h, even praise iUruto our God: 
(Many shaH see it 'and fear. 
And shaU_.!rust in the \Lo,rd." 

Anii: the great choir ,answers in :unison·: 
"T:he' ,son ()f man hath power on earth to ,forgive sin,s. 
Yea, He hath redeemed us 00 God ,by His blood 
Out o,f every kiindred, and tougue, and people, and nation; 
And hath made us unto our God, lkings and priests: 
And we shaH .reign on the earth." 

'.' 

Alld sUM the tid·e of song rolls IOn in praise of the Red'eemer's faithjulness:. 
"r will ·sirrg o·f the lIle'rcies of the Lord forever; 
Wiili my mouth willI -I'malte ilmown thy faithfulness to all gell'.lra,tions." 

"And the hea-vens shall 'praise Thy wonders, 0 Lo,rd; 
Tlhy faithfulness also' in the congregation of the srulnts." 

"0 Lord God of hosts, 
W'ho is 0. strong 'Lord ldke unto Thee? 
Or <to Thy' faith£ulness round albout Thee?" 

. And then shall 3111 th'e works of His- hands articulate His praise; and as the 
i\1aster's fingers touch the keys, inspired Iby' His :presence, a·rid ever -ta~g:ht anew: 
by a view o'f the prints of ilie nails, the thorns, an'd s:pear, Uke the uo:ise of, 
ma:ny waters, the voi.ces of the re'deemed· sha:ll Sowell and, flood the th'rone of Gad 
,iith harm'ony in i1l'aise Of the Creator's haZiness, singing: . 
'. ":Holy; holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which !Was and is, and' is to come. 

Thou 'are worthy, 0 Lord, to ·receive glory and hlonor, 'and POtwer; 
For" Thou hast created all tliings, and ·for .'Nl~ "pleasure they were and are 

" " . 
creBlted." 

Th.us, ili~ough sanctified hUman ,Lives an,d ,1i,ps, ill ,consonance with wor.ds 
where God's will is 'done as it ·i's in heaven, the Master will ifulfiJ. the .pro~se: 
o.f ,ilie text: "II will sing pl'laise unto Thee." 

TIr. 
And now, 4n a vellY few '\Voros, I must spea·k of THE AUDlTORY. w::w:w';.Ili 'TuB 

MASTER WILL RENDER HIs GBI~AT ,MAsTERPn:m,: "In the midSlt of the churelll 
wiII I sing praise unto Thee." 
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There may be a confusion of metwphor, but there is no contrad'i'ction of ifact, 
when, ihaving spoken of the church as the mouthpiece of the Singer o.f the 
text, !I nO'W speak of the dhurch as .bet.ng at IOnce the aud·itorium and the audd
enee. in'whlch, and to whom, He sings the praise of God. 

~ere 19 a remarkable verse in the Psa:lm. of our ten: "But Thou art iholy, 
o Thou that inihabite&t the praises of Israel." That ds to say, God d·wells in a: 
.tem,ple of !praise. I told you .that the difierell!ce between sound. and light is a 
difierence IOlf nbration. '!bere:is a harmony of color, Oif slhape and' relation, as 
there is a ;harmony of sound. There is ·music in a landscape; music may be 
written, though silent, ,in a piece of statuary; there ~s harmony in architectural 
design and IProportion. And the Musician of wihom I sing is' the Architect of 
the great building in which God is to 'be praised. His organ was made for the' 
building, and ibhe buUddng tfor the organ, and all for 'Gad's pradse. As the archl
tecture of many of the old eath~Tals give musical efiect to every vl,bration, a.nd 
sends the singer's voice ring.ing through the nave, !playing ~bout in the vaulted 
TOOf, echoing in every corner, and tr~mbling away into sHence down the long 
adjoiDJi.ng cLoJ.sters; so every .tone in the .gaoeat spirItual auditory where the 
,Master plays and sings, is designed, by Us relation to Rim, and to eveI1" other 
part of the build,ing, to give efiect to His music. 

Stones 'brought from far quarries, of different Sltrata and texture, and eacl1 
polished after the similiwde of a palace; the giant 'cedar, and: the bruised reed; 
~ Ifrom deep mines and from ifow! streams, Tefined' in fierce fires; and 
d1'8.penes IOIf divers colors, woven in strange looms, of seemingly tangled .th·reads 
-these are some Oif the materials of which the Master will rear and furnish an 
auditory of !praise, whicll shall stand a perpetual monument of spiritual archi
tectural subHm-lIly, revel1berant with music of whose .glorious theme -it is itselif 
the sublime articulation. There every othougtb.t of 'Worship shall find its sweetly 
answering ech'O, every :whisper oif ,love, every song of ad.oration, in the propor
tion and acoustics of that great auddtory shall find fuldest and meetest 
ex,pression. 

And whlle every stop in the grandJ organ of creation peals forth Its tri:bute, 
and 'Vorlds untouched by grace because unspoiled by transgression, and spiri'ts 
unwashed iby !blood because unstained !by sin, unite to s'Well the chorus of praise; 
in !jjhis great auditory, "in the midst of the ·church," Shall rise IIlhe song of 
·songs, the Master's moastel1Piece, the ihighest ·h~lleluj·ah, the chorus obllga.to, 
rising, ring;l.ng, ~oud and clear a.bove the universal musi.c: "Unto HIm that 
loved us and washedJ us tf·r.om our sins dn iRis own !blood, and ihath made us' 
kings and priests unto God and His Father: to Him ,be gloI1" and dominion, 
for ever and: ever. Amen." 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS FOUR MONTHS FOR SOC. 

It. is not too iate to send .in names for The Gospel Witne.ss on our 60c' ofier. 
The lPaper wdU' be sent to new SUlbscrilbers- from the' first of March to· the end 
aJ! June for 50c. 'Hundreds of su'bscrlpU.ons were entered on' ow. tliree month 
offer; aa;tdi alrea.d'y a considembie number ·of four months' suibscriptions. have 
reached The Witness office. ILf you :have shut-in ifu'iends, friends who live some 
distance from a pla·ce of 'WorSlMp, ministerial friends who -la'bour in isolated 
pI,Iaces, or missionaries Wlho are depl'ived of the intWiration of meeting with· Sod's 
sa1·il!ts, send' them '1'he Witness ·for the next ,four months, lMarch 1st to' June 30th. , . . 

\ 
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The publica.tion of tbis ~aper as a mission'ary enterprise is made possible. by. ~he gifts. of 
members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and is sent to subs~nber.s by '!tall' for ~.OO 
(ullder cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read thIs have rec.elved blessmg,. 
we shal\ be grateful for any thank·offering you may be ",ble to send to The WItness Fund at 
any time; a.nd especial\y for your prayers that the messa,e of The Witne56 may be u~ed by 
othe Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvatIon of souls, and the ~altatto,!- of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hope to add to our free ~ist, from ,time to ,Ume, 
the names of ministers at home and mIssionaries ",broad. 

EDITORIAL 
"HIS EYES WERE AS A FLAME OF FIRE." 

9' 

"God, W1ho at sund·ry Itimes and In divers manners spa.ke ,in time's ,past· unt~ 
the fathers !by the lIJ'l'~hets, h·ath dn these last days SIPOken unto us Iby His S·on." 
And dn 8Il-l 'fJhe word,s of .the prophets, and the wOl'1ks lO:f the pr,iests,. an·d the 
wars of the princes, there was a message, and a ministry, and! a \power, of 
superh'lUIlan grellitness; and yet in it all there was an incompleteness which 
echoed alike 1lb.e world's 'cry for another and: cnmpIeter ISaV'iou,r, and the divine' 
promise (If aH the mOl'1al glory, and the saving and satls£ying grace of Jesus: 
EJgpecially was the need and the promIse of the coming of the Author of an 
eternal salvation tY'Pli1ied in ·the taJberna.cle, and later in the 'far more splend,id 

. temple, budlt in the city whi'ch God had chosen to set His n&me there. 
The false wdtnesses which the chief priests suborned., and, who clamoured for 

the death of Jesus, said, "Tobis fellow S8tid, I ·am alble to destroy ·this tem.p:le, 
and ,to build it in three days." They did not know that He spake of the temple 
of. His Ibody; and were still w.iil;lhout knowledge '()If Ithe mystery when at His 
last loud cry "the veil of the temple was rent in twain from 1fu.e t'JP to the 
bottom." Now we know that :He is the teIDIPle's glorious anti-<type, at once 
the Altar, the ,S'a;crHice, and ·the Priest. "!Having, there£ore, Ibrethren, bold:nese 
to enter into the holiest by the :blood' of Jesus, tby a neow and Hving way, which 
He hath consecrated for us, iI;Ihrougth ,the veil, that -is to say, His flesh; and. 
having an high priest over the house of Go.d.; let us dmw near with a true 
'heart in f.uIl assurance of if.a.ith." The New Testament expresslY,states that 
"the Holy Ghost signified" -by the rttuaJ of 'Ithe ,fi'rst tabernacle" that "the way' 
into ,the holiest of alI Wlas' not yet made mani.fest." ,shall we find in Him who 
is "the Way" anything to correspond to the supernaturaJ fire which was ever 
to be' !burning upon the aJ·tu, whIchI was never Ito 'go out? Is there in Him 
"whose eyes were as a flame of fire" an ·unkincHed and inextinguishable fiamc,
"the Ught of the world," which shcme ,before the worlds 'Were made, and' which 
shall shine on when suns and stars have burned themselves out? 

' • .' j 

The ever-burning altar-fire IOIl.the tabernacle flamed in .the sky.for the eyes 
of the wIse men, it 'blazed forth 'in tblinding glory upon the shepherds in the' 
flelds, it"softlY· ·i:Uumined the sta.ble o(the' -inn, ,by the tUtiridnou~ {,'ihiid. (.l· the' 

" j,,1:,' . ' • " ", .:; •.•. / .... 

manger,"I!n Bethlehem'.""-"iThe Holy GMst shall come IIlpon thee, and the . power . 
of the highest Sihall overshadow ,thee: tlherefore ·that holy thing which sh'aU ,be" 
'born of thee Shan tbe caUed the lSon of God·... Th6lt is tlbe onl'Y ipOBs~ble explana
tion',of the genemtion of !Mary's sinlessa.nd sovereign OhUd. ·T.lle light of His . 
life, ;tJhe _perna!' glory of His character, had' ,no Ml'thiy origin: He i's the ':radr: 
anee' of "a' Fire' out ~ro:m !before the·lLord." ..' . . .." 
i The Hght of thIs ,foreig·n Flame glows dn a}ll. ,the w.oros of Jesus. There haS· 
~'ever beeil aIiother teacher Uke Jesus. No w-ise man WiU ,postulate the possi-
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biHty of .fathoming the mystery of the being Off Jesus. Beth·le:hem, and 'Nazareth • 
. and 'Calvary, are names or ·different 'aspects of the infinite lMystel'lY. 

What of the first twelve years'? "The child .grew, and waxed strong dn 
spirU, .filled with 'W,is'dom: and the grace of ·Godl was upiOn Him." But wbat is 
the measure of that say,ing, "lFililed with wisd~m"? J.t ena;bled 'him to "sit 
in .tile midst of rIlhe d'octors, both 'hearing them, and: asking them questions. 
And all ,that !heard him 'Were astonished at his understandIng and answers." 
But that might have !been m·d !had he been nothing anore than a very pre
cocious chHd. Indeed. 'i>f tJhe ancient doctors were no more learned in ltihe law 
than some modern dn!fallibles, ,the 3!ooHty to' ,answer them would' be represen
tative iOf a ,lesser degree of ,in,tellectu8ll O'r spir.itual ,pre·oocity ·than the ability 
to, understand them. 

And what of the ei'glhteen silent years? "And! Jesus ·increased in w.isciom j 
and stature. and in favor with God and man." Is there anytmng dn this record ~ 

of deveIopment IncOODpatilble with His becoming uJ.timately absolutely In.fallible ~. 
as a. tea~her? Was ·not His eal1tMy ministry mani.fold? Is not ·the ,purpose of 
the Incarn!IJtion to mwke human lIer,fection ultimately p.ossible? While h'on· 
oll:ri.ng the law ,by His obedience. and 'Working out a ,righteousness for us, was . 
Christ not our Exemplar to show ihow ri-ghteousness must a'ls'o be W'Tough-t in us? 
When, at last. we shall ,be "<without fault ibelio:re .the .t!hrone." shall we not hay" 
certain knowled,ge of the way from earth to heaven, and ·know men as we are 
known? When we !ha,ve rfla:lked: face to face with Moses and Elias shall we not 
know what !lJuthority belongs to the law and ,the !prophets? In view of Oh:rfst's 
d&gp:laolism, is any v.iew o,f !His 'limitedness a.s a tea,cher consistent with !belief 
in 'His absolute moral perfection? ·Are not .f.nfalHibility and impeccabiUty 
synonymous ,ter-ms as 6JPplied to Ch·r,ist? Can one Ibe a.ttributed to Him without 
the otber? 'Or can one be denied iW,ithout .the other? If Jesus ltPoke of that 
which He d,id not ,J"nOlW, or tes.tiified' of that which He had- not seen, where is 
His'ri'ghteousness? Or, i·f He was sHent wath respect to questions of whdcll He 
had perfect knowIed1ge, 'and allowed His· hearers to retain, without correction, 
views whkh in these latter days :ire 'aUeged to Ibe both .faIse and. fuoUsh, 'how 
can He ;be 'caHed ".the faithllu.l 'and >true !Witness"? 

I bel-ieve th'a.t when 'God designed to give His .Bo.o'k to the W'O!rld, He dd.d: 
what Illlany ~.umall au1;1h'ors do, Hc prcpm·ctJ,. the pict1£res first. '1 'believe there is 
not a New Testament tl'Uth, 110r au aSlpe·ot of a ,tl"ll.~h, which dues not ·find Us 
best iUus.tration in the Old Testament. The Old ~re3tamel1t is the Gospel 
p~'cture-lbook. 

The speci.ficatiollS ,for the talbernacle were most minu,te. Everything was 
to 'be "acc:o!l'd,ing to the .pattern showed in ,tlJIe mount." Its plan was wholly 

",diVine. , The buHd.ers w~Fe };ll,adero'''wise ·hearted, .In wlhom the f'ord put wisdom 
,lIind unders.tand'ing to .know how to work.'.' . ~)1ere was a ISp,irit-given. super
hum,ap. wis~om wrought in its very terture .... so that it was unH·ke any other 
'bundling ever ,reared. And it was npt /Quilt in a ·day. There was a per,iad of 
preparatiQn for dts, ministry. There were seven "silent years" during the COill-

" ';tl. ' .• ,' 

struc~ion of ;Solomon's temple: "lAnd ,the ,house ·lWIhen it .was in building. wes 
built of stone made readw ,before !it 'WaS brought thither; s'o that there wa.s 
neither 'hanlmer nor axe nor any tool of Iron heard in the house w:h:ile it was 
in ·!building.'· .Jt was IIIfter Aaron's ,consecration. a,t the 'beginning 'Of bois \puiblic, 
high prie~tly ministry. tlJIat 'a ,fire came "out .from before the· Lord." It was. 
at the dedication 'O.f the temple "w!hen .soi·OODon had made an end IIlIf pra.y:ing. 
the fire came down from heaven." 

We llave already seen tha·t 'by the brelllking of .the S!lJvioul"s .bod'Y,,"~e Holy 

I 
I 

j 

1 
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Ghost si-gni.fled" the ,rending of the "VeH of -the tem!ple, and bhe 'Opening of the 
way I~to the holiest of 'all. 'WiH anyone say that i-t is <Ifil.nciful" interpretation 
if 'We ven,ture to suggest bhat there is some special significance in the lighting 
of the altar"fire by a heavenly flame when Aaron 'began his ministry, and when 
the 'temple was opened ,to ibe an house of ,prayer for all illations? 

, John the ,Baptist was looking fo!!" "the Desire of all nations," and he sa:id, 
"After me cometh a man whdch is prefe,rred' 'before 'me: ,for He was before me. 
And I knew Him not: but that he shouId !be mademaI!Jl.fest.to 'Israel, therefore 
am II come lbaptizing with 'Water. And Johon bare :record, saying, I saw the 
sPir.it descend·ing 'from heaven' Hke a d'Ove, and lt abode u'P0n Him. And I 
knew Him not: !but lHe .that sent .me to baptize wibh :water, the same said: unto 
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the -Spiri,t descend:ing, and remaining on Him, 
the 'same is He whiCh baptizeth with the Hio:ly Ghost. And' I SfiIW and bare 
rec6r.d 'that this 1s tlte Son of God:" It surely Is significant that Jesus uttered 
ilo' word as a teacher runbil a,fter thds 'heavenly anointing, until a voice from 
heaven had said, ''This is my !beloved ISonr ,in whQm. I am well pleased." 

When .the Baptist was told of the ausp.icious !beginning 'Of the :SavIour's 
~in'ist~y, ,that He was Ibapt1zin'g, and that all men came to Him, he answered: 
"He that 'cometh from wborve is aibove all: he that ·is of the earth is earthly, 
and s!peaketh 'Of the earth: he ,th,at cometh from heaven ·is 8.lbove wI. And what 
He hath seen and hea·rd, that ,He .tesbifieth; and no man receivetJh 'His testimony. 
He that hath ,received: His testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. For 
He ,\\'hoilIl God -hath ,sent speaketh the words of God': ,for 'God g:ivetJh not t'he 
Spiri,t 'by measure unto: Him." 
. 'Dil'ere :is !but one passage in the New Testament which suggests that there 
w.ali! ,any limita.tion to ,the knowledge of Jesous: 'm.ut of tha.t d'ay a.nd that hour 
kn'Oweth no man, no, not the angels which are lin hel!-ven, neither the 'Son, ibu.t 
the Father." "The times and the seas'ons," Jesus saId', "the Father iIlath put in 
His .own power." The ·time of the second advent is .the ;one 'Profound secret. 
aut· it must be wdmUted that tMs was a specIal ,reserv'ation, an-Ii was not Inci
dent to the Saviour's emptying of Himself: that ·illJvolved: His ibeing made "a 
little lower ·than the angels." In His unacquaintan-ce wi,th the time of His 
comhig agai-n the angels share; and -the very fact tJhs.t through alJl His teaching 
m-ill!isi'ry He sing·les out only the time of His re,turn as the one matter ,beyond 
His View, serves to e.D1l?hasize 'His 'Pel'ifect know.led'ge and: 81bsolute infal1i:bility 
with 1·es'Pect to mattei's: of which He speaks, or :wIth reference to which He 18 
si~ent. ' He wo,uld not iIl·ave left us -in igIlJO'rance of essentia:l truth. He laid 
dO~1): the :rule of His ministry with 'respect to -the ·unikllJolWn: "If it were not 
so .I would: have wId you." 

, Had Jesus 'known that Ibhe !histori-city and aiti..thority of the Old Testament 
,S6t~ptures 'were open to duestion, He slirely' would' have a.nticipate,d .the sup

, '.' ,posed w,isd'Om of some modern- teachers, and, when training the apostles; u.pon 
'; ,i \vhose words the very forundations of the ohurch were to rest, He w.ould ha.ve 

." 'made them ,face these ''iP.rO'blem~·' that they 'm~g'ht 'find ,tJheir solution while 
u~der the guidance of their Teacher, rather than allow them to ~ forth 00 
stumble rupon them ,in laiter life. The fact that no such question was ever 
suggested 'by Him; and. that otJhe students who sat 'at .the feet of the world's 
only lnlfa:ll1JbIe Tea'Cher, ,regarded the Old Testament as the Word 'Of God, iiB. 
to ·:~s' a.t least, ICOnclusive proof that it cannot TeaBOnaJbly be doubted that it is 
Ged's"voice to the world: 'If i:t were not 'so, Jesus would have told us. 

,Aipraham 'Lincoln is said to 'ha.ve stndied 'by the ,LIght of a. -log fire.' They 
'a.r~·ihe' wise men ,,-ho study nature, who' read 'history,- wibn read the 'BIble, WIllo 
,', •... :"'j. . . 
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studoy themsel'Ves .by the oHght of the ever.burning a1tar41re. The teach-i~. of 
Jeeus are luminous w.ith the fire that never goes out. Here is a Light .that ~s 
·brigh.ter than your study lamp; beHeve wnat it shows Y'lu to !be true of God, 
ar. yourself, of the ·Bible, of the universe. "All th-ings are nakeil: and iOlIened 
to the eyes of Him with whom 'We have to do." "His eyes are as a floame of 
fire."-'''Dhe fire shall ever Ibe Iburn.ing upon the ·altar;. it s'haH never go out." 

.' 

THE EDITOR ABROAD. 
Observations of the Baptist Work in the West. 

We arri'ved in Vancouver ,Saturday m·orill·in.g, ·February 14th. N;~tw;ith

standing the early hour we were .greeted 'at the station by IIJbout ten !ltalwart 
Vancou'Ver BaJptists, and ,felt perie'ctly at ihome from .the !beginnin-g. We wen:t 
immed·i'ately to the Hotel Vancouver, and. there we had one ·of ·the most refresh
ing prayer meetings we have ever attende·d. The spir.it :of prayer was upo~ al:l 
t.he ,brethren; and 

"Heaven ;came dow.n our B·ouls to greet, 
And glory crowned the merey· seat." 

At ha:lf ,past one a Iarge group of brethren, 'w1th a few aad.ies, gathered for 
lunch in a ;privlllte room in the Hudson's 'Bay establishment. This was held 
under the auspices of the executive !Of the Vancouver IbranGh of 1:Ihe Baptist 
BIble Union. After the luncheon some ihours were spent IIJbout the ialble dis
cussing BlllAptist dnterests throughout the Continent in generaa, and Baptist 
interests dn Vancouver tin. iparti-cular. We 'have attended many meetings of 
various bmnches of the BaJPtist BLbie Union. It has ,been our pri'Vilege to !be 
associated' with t.he organizllItion of the Union in various states, an-d' on f!;very 
occasion we have ·found the most d'eHghtful fellowsh~ with Ibrethren Wlho' are 
·brought together !by common ~nterests tin the flllith "once for all delivered to the 
saints"; lbut we have ne'Ver met a finer grou·p anywhere than that which 
assembled on this occasion. The men 'W'ho composed it are OIbviously men of 
stren-gth of ehlllracter, and wUh a fine spiritual con·ception at the gospel as the 
onloy me·ans of salvation for the individual, 'and the only possible remedy for 
the ills of the world. We have so lImg ,been' accustomed to a 'Saturday evening 
prayer meeting that the thought of ISllIturday.evendng wdthout a prayer meeting 
seemed -intoleraJble. We suggested, therefore, .that suob a meeting be called in 
the Mount Pleasant IOhurch by telephone. This was done, and at eight o'cloGk 
a large number gathered, !for prayer, and ag·ain ,from the spirit lolf prayer whioh 
was so clearly maniofested ion the prayers of the ,people, we were assured fulllt 
God would 'bless tJhe mis'sion i·n which we were albout to engage. 

. At the !Sunday m'Orning servi·ce· the Mount iPleasant Chul'ch w·as well filled 
but not crowded. ·In the after·noon the Church proper was ,crowded and a few 
had to sit ion· the adljoilllinig Sunday ·School Hall. At the even'ing service both 
church and Sunday 800001 Hall were cr.owded, and s'Ome we are told were 
turned ·away. A Icrowd may 'count ,for mu·ch or little, it is 1ihe presence and 
power !Of the Hol-y ISpi·rit that makes anoy meeting, .}lIIrge or ~maH, really worth 
while. At aU these serv.J.ces we felt thlllt God' was very ne&;r, and· many testified 
to blessIng received. We are IWli·Ung this Thursll·ay evenin-g, the 1J9th. We iha.ve 
had four afternoon· and three even.ing meetIngs sdn'Ce ISUnday, and ea~h' after
noon '1Jhe buHd1ng :bas lbeen we11 ftlleil: and at .the evenIng meeUng every' seat 
occupied. ISo much itor ·the a1:tendance t1ru.s !faT. '.; . 
.. . We il'hould like·to .gIve ·a few iDJ«}re~ons we have .received: of ·the lIii~tlngs 
tbemselves. In'the Ift·rat place: it' is eVoiden.t tbat >there Is iii great compliiiy' Of 
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people ,in Vancouver who love the Word! of God and ,the gospel or His salvation, 
and who are d·eterm~ned .to contend for ·the fa'ith "once del:ivered." We are 
se.parated! frOlIll those with Wihom :we are accustomed' to meet at this writing ,by 
thousands of ·miles; !between. us and· them are vast stretches of ,praJrie which 
are veritaJble oceans of .land, and great mountain ~nges wlhich are the wonder 
!!ond adm1raU,on o·f the world. (But geography makea no d~fference to God, or 
to His Word; the gospel of His .grace fits the requiTements of the h'llllIl'3in ,heart 
wherever U is !preached, and, the response of those !Who love the Lor,d in this 

,bea,utiful city of Vancouver is the same as fue response ·to that Word 
elsewhere. God has IHis ·faithful child,ren everywhere and in Van'COU'Ver 
they appear talbe a .g.reat host. We are sure that those who halVe attended these 
services have r.~Gh:ly enjoyed. ,the hospita.Jl.ty of IMr. (BaJker ·and his splendrid 
peo!ple at Monnt Pleasant Baptist iOhurch. 

The meetings 'have been. attended ,by a large num'ber of ministers, in<ll:uding 
nearly every Bruptist m,in.ister in Vancouver. We regret to have to record! that 
the same Hnes are o'bvd'ously drawn in this par.t of the world' wIth wMch we 
~re familiar in Ontario and Quelbec and ·throughO'llt the United' ,states. There 
are peo!ple who Jove the truth so passIonately that they 'are unwIlling to sur
render -it and. are ready therefore to make any sacrdfice in its 'interests. There 
are others woo hold the same doctrines and beyond ,d'Oubt love them, ,but who. 
because of personal relations with others less devGted to the gosrpel, fear to 
take a 'stand in Its interests. Those 'Scrlptur.es which declaTe that the love of 
father and! mother and others, and even of Ufe UseIf, lIIlust be subord·inated to 
our love for ChriBlt, ·are i·n these drays acquirIng new srignHicanrce. We have 
se,eu : in many ot'her places what may so clearly !be obsetved ihere, that many 
peo;ple wrho are doubtless the ,Loll'd's, have not yet learned· rto put m'm first. 
'I'here are still others 'here -as elsewhere whose ortho·doxy seems to be o·f an 
inteHectual character. r.l'Ihere.is a rtrype of rO'1'thodoxy that is interesting to talk 
a.bout and to use on ,convenient o'ccaslons as a lady wears her jewels, !but seem,; 
to have absolu·tely no relation to life and con·duct. There is a type of intellectual 
orthodoxy that professes t.o ibeHeve in 0:11 ·the fundramentals or the ,faith, and 
yet .keeps s·tep andr .fs on ,'terms 'of fellowsh-ip with those who deny everything 
for which ev'angeUca'l Christians ,profess .to stand. 'DMs .type, howeveT, has, we 
have r¢ason to -hope, ·few rerpresentatdves here. 

. Studying the situ4!ltiori in Vancouver we have been impressed' afresh wUh 
the necessity rOf giving the people j·nformation. We have seen how men can 
profess to stand for tru·th while they vote ·for ,that whl-ch is destruetive of the 
truth t'hey,pr!>fess. It is necessary'that the ranik and file of our .church mem·. 
bens'hip sho~ld ,be in·formed of the tremendous issues of the day. We have 
gathered .in Vancouver a mass of ·in·formation ·concerning the IBaptist situation 
in this Province, and, its relation rto the Western ,B·aptist Union in general; and, 
to Brandon College in rparticular. 'In ·tihe few moments at our command ibetween 
meetings it is not .possi'ble to give our Teaders a detailed statemerit rOlf these' 
matters, 'but !We are takIng al1 th~'Information with us and expect to pwblisll iii 
The· GospeZ Witness' a series o·f articles whIch wUl deal with great: frankness 
wdth the whole situation, and '~n wrhich we shaJl.l 'not ihes-i>tate to na;me the men 
who are 'retard'Lng the !progress of Baptist work in' this part of the wrOrld, if 

, I 
inderM they are not pavIng the ·way for ,its destruction. We coll!fess to .be deeply 
moved by the manifest duplicity of those who are the tools of consolenceless 
modernists, and we are Tesolved to turn on·. the Ught. Baptist 'churches 'in 
Ontario and Quebec have a righot to know what is being done with rtheir money, 
",hether· it is ,being ,employed for the propagation of the :fa.ith, or 'for its·destruc· 
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t.ion. We a·re greatly encow-aged: by the 1Nscovery of the 'faot that in Vancouver. 
God has a gre'at 'band .of ;people who are taking to ,themselves the ""hole a·rmour 
of God, ·tJhat they may 'be a;ble to withstand -in the evil day. We Ibelieve thwt 
the ,Bi-ble Conference now :proceeding is Ibeing used' of God to increase that 
number; and that it will have .the effect of ,putt·ing iron into the ·blood' in some 
cases where it lID.aJY ,be needed. We 'Promise our readers some articles whi,ch wJ.U 
be most dnteresting, and we ij}ope may be used of GO'd' to strengothen the 'hands 
of his people in the West. 

We expect to spend ,Saturday, the 21st, in ,Seattle, gID-ng f'rom Vancouver. 
at lID.idnIght, ~ookin'g into the arran,gements -ne.cessary for t:be Ba.ptist ]~Ii'ble 

Union mee·ting there ·i-n June. We !thaU leave VaneOluver Monday 1ID.0rning, the 
23rd, and spealk in OaLgary in the Crescent Heights Ohurch, Tuesday, the 24th. 
We sohaU leave Ca}garythe nd'ght of the 24th and SiP6ll1k in 'E·d·monton the alitll. 
We shan leave after 1!be meeting in order to !be in. Winnipeg for ,Sunday. It 
wUl ibe time enough to write 81bout Winnipeg a:nd· to gi·ve to our readers the 
significance of these serv.ices ,in. lwter wrti.c1es. 

We 'have these genera;l word's, however, in 'concl'llS1on. We ,have said it 
·be!lore, we say it again, the ·need 'of the hour is ,boldness. We :bear much about 
love, when oIove means only s·o·ft talk, .cowardice, co~romlse with error. Willen 
Paul Wol'lote to the Ohristia:ns at 'Ephesus and ibegged. ,for their ;prayers, he dad 
not ask that they lID.ight pray that he ,be given honeyed: words and pleasant 
nothings to spea.k, Ibut aSked them to !pmy tha;t uttemnce might 'be .given iIlim 
that he mIght open his mouth boldly; and it ,is recorded of Peter wnd John 
that their enemies ,lmew t'hat they had 'been with Jesus when 1lhey saw their 
boldness. Only the companionaMp of Ohrist wllI suffice to inspire His disciples 
.in th·is day of dO'IIJble s.peech, and doU!ble ·dealing, and merciless !perseeu,tion, with 
the courage necessa,ry to :press the battle to ·the gate. Hen'ce it is necessary that 
.more and m·ore we should call peo:ple to ·pray. lIt is \Only as we pray a.iJ.d are 
.enllued wi,th power ,from on hi.goh that 'We shaH 'have courage to go on wi,th 
.the war. 

VCbe Rlbole jSible ~unbal' ~cboo( lLeuuon ([aurUt 
Lesson LXXV. March 8th, 1925. 

COM,MISSION AND COMMAND OF JONAH-Book of jonah. 
Like the lesson of la;st week, and, 1nlleed, like all the lessons of the Old 

'Testa;ment, the bo:ok of Jonwh has a ve;ry intimate relation. to t'he New Testa
"ment. ,In th'e view of fruth there ~s no question of i,ts spiri,f;uaJ. Impol't, even as 
t:bere' is no doulbt as ,to ·its 'historIcal accuracy. 'We ha;ve the authority of our 
Lord Himsel'f for regarding 'it as lbeing literal h'istory. (!Matt. 12-: 39-41). The 

. men '''bif' 'lNi,#,eveh were ·rear ·lID.en; whilili the iLord" said WIO:uJ.d! 'rise' u:ti . in a "real 
judgnlen.t to condellD.n the men o·f His gen~ration;'; be'cause they 'had .repent~ . 
.at ,tlhe'ipreachingOf a rea:fJonah. ~ And in the same passage Oh:rfst teaches us its '.: . 
,typical and prophetIcJ&igni,fjcan.ce,:'-'a ifigure of His ()wn dea.th and res'lirrecUoi{· .. 

:, • . ' ." "'t~ '.' . .'; ;),1 I ~ry). 

I. A Preacher Receives a Difficult Commission. 
'He" was sent to' cry ~fnst the wickedness' of the 'world's 'metropolis. T~t 

'is the duty iIlf every :preacher anll of every 'Ch'l"istian witness. t() ~)id men to' 
repent and turn f'rom their sins to God. . 

II. A Preacher Runs From Duty. 
~":-!:o.na:h endeavours to ~e'.e .rTom the ,presence 9f Ithe Lord. A st'jldy of the 

.one ~il~redl and: t'hlrty-nfnth Psalm wnl serve to show tlhe d,mpossibtUty .o~. 
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su!ccess -in this direction. 2. There is ·always a shof:p going ,to Tarsh:ish ·to oarry 
men away from God! It is dangerous to ·conclude that a course Is r,ight !because 
it is easy; or to excuse oue's ,conduct on the ground that circumstances f.avoured 
it. 3. Jonah was a ilOor preacher; yet Ihe was ·able to jpay his foare on this long 
journey. Whenever a soul wants .to go to 'Tarshish the Devil stand',3 ready to 
gi·ve him a free ticket. 4. The lLordl can always :find' the ronaw!lly--even on the 
sea: ''Thy way is i,n the sea, and' thy path in the great waters, and tJhy footsteps 
are ·not 'known." 5. It ·w,ould ap,peax ·to ,be eOIll,paratively eaS'y to put con· 
science to sleep; for notwithstanddng ihis dangerous' course, Jonah went to 
sleep, and ·was iIlOt even 'awakened ,by the storm. 6. Tihiis story, In principle, 
explains man·y another trolL bled sea. We diG! we'll to ask the reason fo!" the 
storm. 7. Jonah confessed' his guilt onIy when he was d'iscovered. In ,this :he is 
I'Ike many another. 8. The iIl8t1ve generosity of the mariners is noteworthy; 
they dId their !best to .get .to land! withO!1l't ,thlrowdng Jonah overbo·ard. Whether 
from ·generous, or other, motives, man·y others maJke the same attemJpt. !But 
the sea will never be 'calm While Jonah .is on' ,board! The inevitaJble ocoors at 
last. .Jonah is cast {)vel'lboard,---and' the sea ceases from :its raging. Thus Sin 
leads to death. 

III. A Preacher Repents. 
l. Jonah had rather an uIlIcomfortaJble prayer,roOlDl (wap. 2.::1). It was a 

strilking proof of the 'Perversity Oif 'human nature, ,that oUen men 'Willo ,in luX'lll"Y, 
or even comfort, are .prayerless, ibegin to .pray when they are east tnto. the 
d~s. .2. It is, iPerha.ps, no wonder t!h.aI1; a prayer offered. under such .circum
stances s'ho'1l'l'd be so vividly remembered. How viv·Id'ly the clos'ing moments 
of any life are reca:lled: the last word, the .last act! Thus Jon'4h remembered 
aH that !passed through his mind when he' W6iIlt d:own to the !bottoms of l1:he 
mountains, and! the earth with her 'bars '~'aS albout Mm; w'hen he was cast dnto 
the deep, in ·the midst of the seas, and the w8lters oompas!!OO. !him about, the 
depths closed him round' aJbout, the weed,s were :wra;pped 8ibout his head. 
3. When he repented 'Of his sin and 'crded 'Unto the Lcrd·, He was: entreated of 
him; and Jonwh was del,ivered out o.! the ,pr-isonhouse. So Is -it written in 
Romans 10:·13: ''Whosoever sh·all ca1l upon the name of ,the Lord s'han be 
sa.ved." . . 
IV. A Preacher Returns to Duty . 

. 1. The Lord:· gave Jonah the second chance. It WGu.Jd go iII with aU of oUS 

if the Lord were not thus mercifuI and patient with us. [f we have d1SObe;ed . 
the first time, let us see to it that we go when IRe appears t:o us the second 
time! 2. Jonah did as :he was 'bidden, for he had -learned: !his 'lesson. Let us 
not complIcate. the gospel. It is very simple: .trust and! 'Obey. 3. Jonah's 
ex,perienee ·in t~~, d~ep ga;e a .pe~l1ar aUtihoriiJ!.t.9 h,t~'m~e. :rhe .ri~ ·m~. 
:n hell s~id his 'bre~h~en woul(l,:·r~\l.nt. Itone should gG to ~hem,.fro:rr;t ·the dead .... 
Thds is :precisely what JIOUeh. did; and. the Ninen~es dlid repllnt ... ThJl,s, to,o, the ; " 
gospe~ ~s: clot!led! with tl1e. aJIlthority ota. reS'llrrection·, evenl(tihe Tesurrectjon of .". 
Him Who died ·in 'Our room and stead.. F'or as !peace came to the seamen 'Of the 
ship of Tarshish vi·cariGusly when JOiJ.·~ was th·town"iOIvel'lboard; ~6 !p~ce 'eo~es' 
tQ 'US through tile death of :Another. 4. The people repented,; and· God forga'Ve 
them. So wHl He dG for alI who tum IfI~om iflheir .. w1cked ways. 

V. A Preacher Who Needed To Know God Better. 
1. One might have Sllpposed that Jonah WIOuld' ihave learned .more as the 

guest of .the wh'ale than. in any university. And he ,d:1d learn mUCh-:-;b'Ut !he had 
much more t9 'learn. 'So also ihlad so great a preacheT as t'b.e Apostle Paul,: i·t 



" THE GOSPEL WITNESS ---------------------
was ever his am!bition that 'he mdght 'know 'Chl'list better. 2. Jonah found it 
~iffi.cult to understand the measureless mer.cy of the Lord. He had ;preaChed of 
judgment; and appa.rently desired 1Ihat judgment shou:ld fall. He seems to have 
been more concerned! ,for his own reputa.tion than for ihis 'hearers' sa:1vation. 
Wihat a terri'ble indtictment that ;is, when it can be !laid to the oharge of any 
preacher! 3. We may learn from ,this story 'how Un·possible it is to judge the 
actu·al from .the ih~othetica.1. !How much easier It is to judge otIher people than 
ourselves! Jonah felt 8Jbundantly justified in being angry at the withering of the 
gourd'; 'but cou·ld see n'(} reason why the 'grelllt city which sheltered scores of 
.thousands of men, women, and cllildren, shou~d, Ibe spared. Preachers and pro
fessors need to learn life under the gourd:; and put their flheori~ to! the test of 
personal experience. Then they will 'be wiser men. ·4. 1H0w great is the contrast 
,bet1:Jween JlOuaih and' ~s Antdtype! Jonah was angry lbecause the sparing mercy 
of 'God refused to destroy the 'city 'Which had ,repented·; While Jesus ibeheld· the 
city and wept over it, ·because It knew not tJhe Ij)hIngs' that !belo·ngad to .us peace. 

DR. W. L. WALKER OF ELYRIA, OHIO. 
In response to the 'Very elllrnest solicitation of a ,group of ,laymen ·in Win

ni'peg the 'Pastor is prolou'ging 'his visdt lin ,the West Ibi another Sunday. Theatre 
meetings are being arranged in Winniopeg .for .March 1st. 

We are exceedingly fortunate in securing the pr.omise of Dr. W. 'L. Walker, 
pastor of ,the First Baptist Church of Eloyria, OhiO, to ta'ke .the Pastor's place in 
Jarvis :8t., on that day. Dr. Wa~ker was' ,f,oTmerly Pastor in Dannville, Kentucky, 
w.here the ;Pastor of JlI;l"Vis IStreet held a ten ,days' ~ssdon ·a year ago lest 
October. 

Dr. iWa:l!ker ·is a true man of ·God, a faitirlul, albIe, an-a mighty preacher of 
the ~Sipel, 'and' one of the most delig'htful Christian gentlemen. to ibe found. 
Janis ,Street people w'ill be sure ,to enjoy Dr. Walke·r's min.istry. He 'W'1l1 teach 
the Pastor's Btble Class in ·the mo·rning, and will preach at ·the eleven o'clock 
hour and a.t seven o'clock in the evening. 

The Pastor expects to return to Toronto Wed~esday, 'March 4th, and wdU 
give the BiJble lecture Thuri!'day evening, the 5th. 

WOMEN'S MISSION CIRCLE. 
The monthly meeting of the Women's Home and Foreign iMissdon Circle 

wiU lIle 'held in othe Church iParloT, Thursd'ay, 'March 6th, a.t 2.30 p.m. Mrs. 
Gonder, :who has spent many years as a missionary in China, woill tell of the 
work .in that land. Let there Ibe an attend'ance 1W0rthy o·f the speaker and her 
subje·ct. 

WiU aU who !have "IMite and· 'Mercy" lboxes ilaease !bring ·them to this meet
ing without fILiI? 

F.i've members of our "Tithers' Band" willI tell what ,tithoing 'he.s. done for 
them. 

Collectors please re.port. 

LAST SUNDAY IN THE BIBLE SCHOOL. 
Last ,Sunday mornion'g at 9.45 there were lOne thousand and ·twenty ·in the 

, Bible School. 'The Pastor's class, taught by Dr Maguire, was over three hundred 
and fifity stron,g. Having again reaohed the ,four figure mark, let us endeavo~r 
to not hold this gain, but to ·g'o on to greateT ,things. Remember our objective 
for: Easter. 'Sunday ds flofteen hunu·red. 


