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(Stenographically reported). 

"And hath put all things under bis feet, and gave him to be the head over all 
tlbins. to the church. 

Which is his body, the fulness of him thad; filleth all in all."-Ephesian'. 1: 22·23. 

~~
HERE .Is, perh8IPs, no question more vitaUy !interesting reldglous . T circles to-dl8.'Y, pa.rtlcularly in this part of the world, ·bhan tJhe ques­
tion of Church Union. I always feel when I sp681k of I,t tha.t I 
ought fI() qualdfy the ·term and say, "so·caLled" ChoU·rch Union. Bap·· 

'. Itoists, Ang1lica.ns, and others, Vilew the discussion from the stand· 
'. point of spectatol'S, because ltihey are not 8. part of It; yet it Is 

Imp'OilSible tflb.·at we should 'be ind'lfferent ,toward 8. movement olf such magnitude. 
We are 'oound to consIder its treaction upon the Ufe of other religious !bodies. 

Of one thing I am sure: we shall aU agree that the churell is a dliv.lnE. 
instituUon; like the famIly and the state, It 1-s of divine origin. Our Lord Him· 
self said, "UpolD:this rock I wdll ·bulld my church." He is Him·self the ArcMtect 
and Builder of that spIritU8ll 'bo'dy deseri'bed in .the Word of God as "bhe church". 

T.he term "chUll'ch" Is used In more t:1ian one 'sense 1n the New Testament. 
It refers, fur Instance, to .the whoIe body of Go·d's elect peotPle. I use th·a.t te·rm 
w.1tJhout l8.Dy apology to .thlQSe w·ho do n'ot Uke that word "elect", because 101 is 

': 110t only in the Westminster Confession of Fa-ibh; i.t.is In the Book, wbether you 
like it or not. The church stan,tIs for the whole body of Go,d's redeemed people, 
".the ·gener8l1 assem1bly and chu·rch '(if bhe ft.rstborri, which a.re written in 'heaven." 
Now; so far as tIhlat church is concerned, hoa.ppily,· we have no need to discuss 
the question of union: that body has alWl8.Ys been unLted. In the very nature 
of the ClIIiSe i,t must ,be so. Its Ufe depends upon ·un.1on, upon 'dts uni"on to the 
Head and therefon ·to each other. Certain mem·bel'S of It m·ay be ca.lled !Metho· 
dlsts; . some others, Pres·by.tel"i,oa.ns ;' so·me, AngLicans, C-on~rega.tiollJalists, Bap· 
tists, and what-lIlOlt; but -If they are re8i~ly God',s redeemed people,-if they have 
really !been made .parta:kers of bhe gra.ce of Ufe, -if they Iha,ve ,been l'egenera.ted 
by the power of the' Hiob" Ghost...:...t;hen: they are one in Ch-rist. There can be 

. no' 'sepa,rllltion there,. ei·bher from ,the Head or from. ea:qh . other.. T·hat Is a 
glorioUs union! "He gave ·hlm. to :be head over aliI tiMngs to t,he church,' which 
is his. body, ·the fu·lness otf him that f1l1eth a1.[ in alL" " . . 
.. : 'True"beUevers wherever .they a.re found, Instiiletiyel,y recognize the unity 

of, the, .~p.i:rlt which: ,belongs'to the true people of God. We may.meet people who 
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are ,strangel'lS to us; they ,mlllY 'be o,f a tUffererut ~liglous name, a.nd of a d~ffere~t, 
race, and of a'ddfferent color; but If ,they Ihave seen tlhe Lord Jesus, if the ey~ 
of their hearts h,ave'been opened to 'beruold ills gLOQ'Y, and they are really HIs,-:-, 
there Is a ,fel1ow·feeUng 'amo.ng all such whe'rever they are foun'd. •. 

The unity ,of the Spirit ,is very 'l'eal. We find U in the a8SemJbld~ 
o,f ,beUeveM of alol nsmes' aga:in and again, I am afraId ,that som,e IOf u,s 
bave been -wed·ded to n'ames: SIOme 'Of us, perlhaps, are Presbyteria.ns--U by con· 
vjction, I co!IlJgr.a.tU'loatc you; !but iJf fo,r the simple reason t'hat y()u-r fat,her was, 
such, titen I IcommIserate you . .some ()f you, qlerhap.s, are 'Meth,odist,s; or (llthere, 
Anglican; and some, perhaps, I3Ire IBapti-sts alm,ply because they were broug.~t 
up dn B'aptist homes--that is a poor &lundatlon f'Or antylOne's reUgio.us convlC· 
tion. As I .th-iJllk you will understand Ibefoore II conclude my add,ress to-night, I 
am s(}mewlhat of 'a Blllptist myself; and yet J: fa-ankly say that I have far more 
fellowsMp with some, tUnibap,tized ibelievers' tlian wlitJh, s(}me BaptlSlts. ' 

. Take.a man 'Uke Dr. ,S,haUer 1M.aroh'ews', Dean i.n Theology of' a so-caLled 
BaPUst ,Institution-tdeny,ing the Lord wh:o Ibought Mm, denying everything that 
Is ·tundamental to the IChrisbian faith. ,Shaller lM'wtlhews ds a ·bap,tlzed in1l.del,-' 
that is aJl! Ha,r,ry IEmerson ·Ftosd-ick ,its anolther. The mere fact that they are 
called iBaptlsts d;oes ,no,t j-oin them to me .in any sens'e. II repudllllte them; 
and I am ,b()Jld to say ,I h,ave n'O .feUo-ws'bJi.p w,ltth them whatever. I am far 
happier w'itih, &orne un.hap,tized P,res'byterian's and Method:iSlts who are genuine 
Christians than with some bwptized pagan's wh:o call them'selves Ba:ptists. This 
ordinance whdch you have witnesse'd to·nig.ht has n()tlh.lng to do w.ith saving the 
S(}ul. If bapti&m has any effect at aLl upon su-db 'IIlIolderI!Jisots, U is to 8Ai'd to 
theif' condem.n'atloJll, ,in that by their Ibaptism they profess the truth whl,cih they 
themselves absolutely d'eny. The ·moderruist B'aptist is the most -inconsistent 
mor,tal upon earth. 

I have 'not\h'ing Ito say .that Js tparticulwrly unpalatable ,to paedio­
baqltists. I IthInk we Baptists Ih,ave Ic,u.r hand'S so fuH eleaning (}ur own house 
th·at we can.not say very mtUch to ()ther peo'ple. I want tMs eve rung to call 
every,body back to ,the o,riglna.l pa:1Jtern as found in the New Testament. There 
i,s so.meth.ing more .fmi)'o,rt'ant ,than these ecclesil3lstici1J nam'9S 'by which the 
people of God are so general:ly known. We need not concern ourselves about 
the uni,on of the bo,dy of 'be'lievers--4he redeemed pe(}ple of Good-tihey are 
already one! No matter what their na:me may ,be; nOtI' where they are fou·nd, 
if tihey are .really ,saved ,th.ro.ugh foaUh in Ch·rlst and have /been :bl'lo,ugtht into 
vital unlo·n w:ith Him-fthat Ibody of peOple 'are ()ne the world around. 

B'u.t the term "church" is used aISle) to designate 1Jhle tLoca.1 assem;bl~ of 
hel,ievers. In the seco,nd chapt!tr of Ithe Ads o'f the Apostles we read, "The Lord 
add'ed to the chui',ch dally such '1lJS were 'being saved'." The [",oil'd had said He 
wouJd ,build His cihurch. He ascended into the .gloryand sent the Holy Spir1.t; 
and as the resuLt ,of Peter's sermon at Pentecos.t three tihousand people gladly 
received the WIO,rd and were Ibaptized. They 'bellieved on the 'Lord; .they received 
the Word', not ·reluctantly, 'but gladlly; and they were baptized; "and they con· 
binue'd stedfastly in rthe apostles' doctl'line and felJJolWshlp, a·1Id in breaki·ng of 
bread and i,n ,pt'I!Lyers."-1A.nd ;then we read, ".And the 'LO'l'd added to the church" 
-:-that ds, to tthe co.mpany of ,betiev'e,I"S-"dl8.ily sucih as were being saved." 

Now, dt would help us to solve tihese ,p'l"Oblems a.bout which we are so mu.clh 
concerned if we could, understand whtltt a cihurch is. What was the New Testa.­
ment church? I have n(} ,other autruotri.ty Ithan ,tl)J.ds BOok. I am more ooncerned 
as to what It Sil!'Ys than aJbout the Westminster Confession of Ftaith, althoug.h 
that is a.n admIra'bloe .instrument ;in many respects. But j,ts value depends upon 
the measure of its acco,rd with Illie 'ScrlptUJ1'e; therefo,re we may as w'ell go ;to 
the fountain head and lea,rn what the Word of God says aboll1t the church. 

What is it? A 'Cong,Iomeration of ,good, Iba:d" and indifferent men; 'Of all 
sorts and sizes of peOtPle IOf every ima.g.in8lble opinIo.n, who have oome together 
as a .reHg.f!>us g,roup, 'and ther~aft9'l' come to a ·p1ace dedicated to the worship. 
o,t 'God a ~ouple of times a week.....,i's ,toot a ohurch? O'h, no.! A church-.tb.e 
New Testament 'ch'll'rch was made II1P of .people fof' whom 'God Himself had . done . 
s(}meth,in,g,~tl~e Lord;, not the minister, no.t Peter, nor James, nor J'Oihn­
but dnto that ,company o.f beliievem the Lo,l"d IHimseI!f 'came; and ."He ddd oome­
th1ng -in tJhe hearts and liv,as of men and women, and made them "differen.t 'by. 
His grace. In ot~er wo.rds, He regenel'llted them; -He made 'them new creatures 
in' Christ Jesus:' 'IAnd the Lord add'ed' to the ·ohurch." .In otih,er 'Worde, the 
tea.cih'ing ()f the New Testament ,Is per,fectly explicit ,tha.t membershdp in the 
chu-rch ~ld be restricted to .regen9'l'ated people-nobody else bu any ibull4ness 
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there. Therefo.re a obu,rdh is a company of ·regenerated people who rec~~~ 
Jesus Ohl'llst as'iSav~ou:r and- 'Lord'. . 

IAt your ·iei.sU.fEi s~ud,y Icarefully the second cha..pter of t'he Acts of the 
Apostles, and you wd.Ll see th·at there Is a creed there thl1lt ·i's ,the 'ba,se of every­
tholng: tohat ·is the foundation of ·the chul'Ich,to.Jbe. Just project youNelf, if y,olu 
can'; lnto that -htis·toric sdtuation, 'and wIh,at a.re the facts? A company of peop'le 
·~'~luded, 'plOor, lignol'lant, [leople, accordd·ng ito the general estim·ate-Jhave !been 
fo.~lowdl].g a discreddted P,ropohet, a ,Prophet 'conlcerning Whom many have' said 
thad; He WIllS nothing Ibut an .fm,poster, a deceiver of the people, a mover o~ 
seILition. And th·ls Brophet :has ·been 'repudlioated 'by ·the ·re.lig.ious worM of that 
day; and: they have invoked, the ar,m of the state to terminate His iteS'ti­
mo·ny; they have 'brought Him to the cI'lo'ss, ,they ,have Iburied Him o·ut' of sight as a delu·d~ng 'and' d·angerous man-1that ·is the general esu.mate of the Man 
ca,lled Jesus, otha.t He was nothing 'but a man. 

Now, upon W1h·at -oarddna·l princi[)le was the New Testa..ment church founded? 
See wh'a.t ·Peter say.s. He ,reminds them w'hen the m'll,ltiltude come together, of 
the cr.ucifillii·on ·of the Lc>rd: "Him, Ibeing 'delJivered 'by the d'eterminate oOounsel 
and foreknowledge of ,God, ye h'aye taken and .by wi cIted han,d.s 'have crucified 
and slain." And. tn·Is body of peo'ple are now uni,ted to give their testimony to 
the fact of H~s resurl'lec;tioon; and they a:rgue tlhoat p'oint. Had I time -I eh'ould 
J.i.ke ,too ,take you through {,hat second Clha;pter of Acts, and show you' :h'Ow . irre­
siGtil~le their .arg'ument is; how Peter exp-lici,tly decla.res ,tha.t all that ·Is taking 
place is ·in ,fu·lfi.1ment ·of all ,th'at was .pre'd.icted: "This is thlllt W'hich was 
spok'en." And: !he decIa.res that the prophecy &poken. by David could nQt p«>ssiibly 
have ·refer.red to 'himsel<f: "Men and .breth,ren, Ilet orne freely spea'k unto' you 
of ·the patri,arch Da.voi(J., tha.t ille is !both d'ead 'and bUTlied, a;nd: 'his s~puJ.chre Ira 
w,ith us -unto Ithis ,day"; that when Dav:i.d spolce these anoieIllt prop'hecies he 
saw in pl'loplhetic vis-ion .the OOlmiing lMel!sd·an. And ,Pete'r said" "This Man Whom 
you crucIfied 'i.s none (lother than He Willom the ·Old Testament pored·icted should 
come; and He was l'IaLsed' ·fr-om the 'dead, where'of we aU are witne&ses; and 
He is ascended into the heavens and has sent His Sp~ri.t." :1 hllive quoted dt to 
you S'O often, and \[ ex>pe'ct to kee.p on quomng dot to :the end of my mdnistry,­
'''Dherefo,re,'' says th·is great -logician, ,tJMs ~aste.riPrea.oher, "Therefore let alI the 
house of Israel know assn-redly, that God· -hath made ,thoa.t same Jesus, whom ye 
have cr.ucified, 'both 1L0rd and Ohll"iBt." That is ·tJhe ca.rddnal princ1ll'Ie. 

"When ,they he-a.r(l tillis, they were pI'licke,d dn their he,a.rt, and sa.1d uIllto 
Peter' and to the rest Qf the 'apOSItles, ",Men and breth·ren, wholiit slhoall we do?" 
Then ,Peter sadd unto them, "Repent-repent-change y.our minds toward Ch.nst; 
give Him tlhe supreme p,lace; mruce Him your IS,avdou'r and Lord. That is what 
to do-Repent and ,be Iba:ptized everyone of y'OU 1n the name oo.f Jesus Christ 
for ,the ·remiSSli-on of sins, and ye shal,l receive the gift of the H'oly Glhoot. For 
the pr.om1se is unto you, 'and! ito yo-ur cMld!I"en, and to a~l .that are afar off, 
even 8IS many tItS the iJord ,our God shall call. '" '" '" Then they that gladly 
received his word were baptized:: and ,the same day tliere -were added unto 
them about three tJhousand soul-s." 

U;pon wn~t was the Chu!I"ch founded? Up-on an acceptance o:f th-e eternal 
Sonship 'Olf Jesus Oh,l'i8't: uplon the efficacy of His ·blooo., i\l!pon ,the 'fact of 
Ris ,resu:rrecU'on, up-on the assu:ramce 'Of His ascension and intercesS'ion, upon 
the .f,un·damentlill faot .thlllt He ~las 8111 8Iuth«>rity in heaven 'I1nd upon eartih·. 
That is what the ohUTCih ·is founded upQn!-'not upo,n ,a statement a comm:ittee 
of the GeneI'l8ll Aasemlbly may ful"lllulate; not upon what a oommittee ()of the 
Methodlist Conference may MY! An'd othere was on,Dot 'O'ne m,an-, there was not one 
woman, woh'o f,ounei a place in tJh:e fellowship of those ea.rly 'be1-ievel'lS W'ho had 
the lifuadow of 'a shade ()f a ghost o,f a doubt 'IllS to the essentia,l Deity of Jesus 
Christ. If anybody ,doubts that, 'he has no p~ace ,in a C1l:ristJian church. 

F'I'IOm th.is .pla.tform two or .three years ago [ gave a series of lectu,res in 
eX'poS'1t1on of a series· Q,f trllJots I'Sosued :by the D~,artment of Ev:angel:ism and 
Social Service o-f ,the Met'hoddst 'Church, entitled "Tlle OhTlist1an Hope." .J sM'd 
then what I IlIO,W rep'eat, thlllt .in 'aN the Jo-ng history 'Of ,the ChI'listJ.an church, I 
do not beHeve that any BoUch iulfldel Jioterruture -w,as ever is.&ued in a Ch'r:i&tian 
n~'lD.e as ·th-ose tracts. Tha IMet'hod.ist ChurCh· o.f Canad.a, by the tact ;t'he.t a 
fac-6imdle o,f ,the sign~Uore of the ISecreta·ry ,of that DepaI'ltmen·t, Dr. T. AI,bert 
Moore, ~s stamped up,on the front page, w,here -it is saJld ·to !be !.ssued Iby auolhOr-i-ty 
of Conference in order to oombat .the growling IbeUef dn the d·octrine of the 
P'-~~ r~ur'll 'Of ,the ~ord, mu~~ 'hI' ~e~:d ·refl'P'OnS1l.ble ,for the:se .'P~mp~'I~,tt5., .. 
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'!There Is not one soUta-ry doctrine '01 ,the gospel or God's g.rlllCe which thlOse 
tracts do not blatantly deny. IngersoH, or Voltaire, or Tom Paine, or anyone 
of tihem, CJolllld not ·have au·rpassed ,the !blatant infidelUy of th'OISe tracts. They 
stan'd still as an officiaJI. utteran·ce of tJh'e IMethodiist Church! Thousands at 
Met'hodlls'ts, ilf th'ey knew it, 'Would ',repu,di,a,te ,them,. I aJlIl n'ot sp9ll)king of 
Methodists': 'I am spea;king !Cif offidal MethodIsm. But:tihe W'1'iter of tihose 
tracts, or ,Ilhe ,body lof people s'anctionin'g ,them, would ,never 'hav~ been given 
membership in th'e body of !believers at Jerusalem, wih'O 'bowed ,before Jesus' 
Christ and crowned Him Lord of aliI. 

A church is m,ade ,up of regenera.ted 'persons. If you are gOing ,to ha.ve 
ChUJrch Union in a;ny Ibrue sense-,for wthat is true of the [a.rger 'body wHoI be 
true of the uni,ts, of the elements, :of lit-df YlO'U are ever to ihave a.n.y sphitU811 
union, ,there must. !be a reoogniti'On of th8lt prinei'ple. You can subscribe to 
creeds as. much as y.ou like; ibut if 'YDU ibJave a company of ;people w.ho BInI 
divdded as to the authority of JesUiS Ch,rist, y'OU canno.t ha.ve union. T'llat. is 
eardi-noal,-a recognUlion 'Of the Lordship of Christ! 

In the -la.te war there w'as Jong dllscussion aJbout unity lO,f command. We 
never accomplished anY'thing un-ti:l that was effected. And, strangeIy enougli, 
that principle ihas sometimes been argued as a 'reason ,for this SIO'-C8l1ed Church 
Union. But. that is not unoity of command. The great prolblem wihen ddscuseing 
that :principle during tihe 'g.rea.t war WlaB, Wh'O 'is to 'be .generalliseimo--H.aJ.g, 
Foch, whoo shall commanod? To whom is the supreme command of ,the AiMed 
Armies to ,be ,given? And when at last i,t was effected', no one proposed that 
the soldiers Sb!ouId all wear the sam.e uniform, or that ;they should all speak 
the same lang.uage: The Flrenoch remained F.rench; the Belg1ians remadned Bel· 
gians; the BrItish remained Bmtish; -the Amer.ieans remaJi'ned Americans; ,the 
CanadJa,ns, CanadIans; and so on. The armies were not reorganized or Il'enamed­
but ,they recognized one aoutbJority. Who is to eXE!'l'cise supreme au'thor.ity in 
the dhillrch of Ch·rds,t? The Pope? Niot for me! Willo 1s it to be, the General 
Assemlbly, or the GoYerning Body of your Uni,ted Church, (l,r the Assembly of 
y,our continued Presbyter.f.an Chur,ch? Who is ,00 !be -in command? Here ,is tbe 
secret! He "gave hIm to be -the ihead over all things to the church, ,vMdh, is 
his Ibody, the f.Ui1ness 'o.f Mm tholllt filleth all in all." 'It js a SiPiritUM unity we 
ou'ght to seek, !based upon a reoogndtion o,f, and ,an o'beddence to, a spIritual 
Au.t'hQ,rdty,-4lnd that autho·rity resides ,in Him Wihlt) is th-e Head of the church; 
and ,there lis none other! 

An'Other thIng: The function of 'the church is distinctly and dJstinctiyely, 
sp!il'i,tual. Go ,back to the New Testament reco,r,d" and observe wha;t the ch-uroh 
did. What was dt tlb!ere for? "The Lord ad:ded .to ,the church daily such as should 
be saved", or, as were 'being saved, as .the Revised Versi<ln ,has oit. .The church 
was growing and mulotiplY'ing, ,in'creasing Ithe noumlbers IOf regenerated persoDS. 
And if you foNo':w those early apostles in their ministry out -ill'to the WIOl'ld, 
you will find' they did iOne ,th:ing-jUiS't <lne ,thing---lOnlIY one ,thoing. And ,the 
church stdU !has ,the same Ibusdness to-day! Here WIllIS a group of people woo had 
seen the Lord. Tilley said .to Caiaphas, Annas, 'and: 1111-1 the kind'red of ;the 'h.'igh 
priest, Sind t'O ,Pilot and Hero·d, and ,to the whole lot of them. "You are aU 
w,rong. He ,Is nJOt dead: He is alIve; an·d we know Lt." And ,our 'business Is to 
teLl the world that Jes'us Uves,-that ,is the churclh~s mission: 

:And· when they 'began to encounter oppositli'On, what did the enemy d·o? 
T,hey were "g'rieved that-'W;hIllJt?-<Ilhat· ,they ,taugh·t the people, and preached 
thnOlUgh Jesus the resurrectd'on from the dead." That is what they dId. Read the 
whole New Testamen.t and yo-u will find thlllt fuat 'body (llf 'believers ,that the 
Word !Of God ca,l;ls ,the ",church", Idved for 'One ,thling only,-.an'd that was to ,bear 
witness ,to the reality of Chri&t, and His saving and redemptive work. If the 
church w()u~,d mind ~ts own business and ,stick ,to ,that, Lt wou,ld thereby not 
o,nIy save tlhe souls of men, but as a Iby,product 11 W'Ou1d revol'u,tionize society. 

ISomeone says, "Do you not 'beHeve d'n t'he Ontario Tem'peranoce A-ct?" Yes!. 
I am glad we ih·ave de OntarIo TeII1jperance Act; I am ~lad lit ds wr·itten on the 
statu.te ,boo'ms 1n Queen's Park,-but I w.ould rather iha.ve -iots ,princi-ples Wil'itten 
on human hoea.rts. It is well to ,have .it there: ,these things sh'ou:ld !be by,pro. 
ducts of the religIon of Jesus Ch,r'ist. But ,tt !Is DlOlt the prog·ramme of the 
dhillrc'h! The c'hu'rch's mdssion ,is regeneraMve an·d revolu,toonary, and n'Ot T&­
forma,tory. We 8;re not here to reform the world. A student told me that he 
had hea.rd h'ls professor te'Llilng about how much 'better ,tlhe Wlo,rld WIllS gett1ng. 
There are manoy good things here, ,thanks to the mercy of God" o.ur evoLu­
ti0ll&'1 .kien,dB tell us we are getting better aU the .fiime, -tha.t we are beinc 
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evolved. "Well", I replied .to my student friend, '~f 1Jhoat be so, when 'I gIve 
thoanks for my many mercies, I wiU thank the Lord that I did not arrive 
earHer." We have a long way to go !befo·re we are fit for' the company of ·angels. 

Oh, we are very clt:ver; we are very olever! I was d.rlvlng along a city 
street the other day and I ·saw a big ,black oar go aroub.d the corner. .Alt first 
I though.t ,it was a hears'e; Ibut I afterward discovered that It was an armoured 
car. It stopped outside a bank door.; and a man stepped out with a rlfie; and 
held lot with 'botJh· hands. T,hen another IIlIli.n got out 10£ the car and went to the 
bank aoo tappe·d on .the w,indow. Presently ·the door was opened and these men 
went in,-I suppose to take the money from ·1lhoat branah to the head office. 
And I ·said ,to myself, "That is wonderfully efficient; that is a magnificent car; 
and how s'plend,idly everything is doo,ne." But I could not help adding, "Bu.t 
what a terrible commentary' on our so-called civilization ,that it should be 
necessary!" We are getting better-but we are very far from "best". The 
great need of the world, my dear friendos, ·is so to change ,the hearts of men 
thllit we shall not need those rifies, n·or even the Ontario Temperance Act. 

That, I say, is .the church's mission, to· wItness to the great 'fact that Jesus 
Ohorist lives; and that He can make men aRid women over again. How I long 
to see th,at done in To'ronto! I want you to use your imagina.t!.ons: iIlere is a 
oonsddera.ble building; there is ano.l:he.r 'a IMook Uip -the street, Old St. Andrew's; 
Sherbourne St. Meth.odist, a block over here; a great church on Bloor Street­
two or ·three of them; Metropolitan Methodist, ·Bond St. Congreg·ational, New 
St. And·rew's, 'St. James ,square, Cooke's Presobyterian-just sweep the whio.Ie 
city with your imagination and think of all these churches. And assuming they 
are all made up of peo'Ple who have been made new creatures in Ohrlst Jesus, 
aUPllose they were to go d'own to their work to"lD.orrow morning-in every office, 
i·n every shop, ·in the schools, on ·the streets, everywhere-wi-th one burning Wlit· 
ness, saying, "G'o,d helping me, I shall ,te~l as many people as I can pOElEli,bly 
readh, to-day, that Jesus Chr·ist is able to save." Turn one or two hundred 
thousand fiaming evangelists like ·that out into the cLty witnessing ·for God, 
and you will not need your armoured car. HaLf ·the policemen will have to 
reSign, ·because they will 'be out of a jOlb. And suCh a revival would sweep ,lliis 
city 8.6 the world has never seen! 

If you take your little ,broom and' try to sweep this !World clean, you will 
find you 'will wear ou.t a great many brooms. It is Uke trying to sweep back 
the tide. The very .best we can do wUh our reforms i,s ·be> ma·ke clean the 
ou,tside of the cup and the platter, and our best human efforts leave men "like 
unto whited sepulchres, w·hlch indeed a.ppear be·autiful outwoard, 'but are within 
fullo·f dead men's bo·nes, and of all uncleanness". ,I repeat: The function of the 
church ds sp·lrltual, and .only spoiritual; ·'to Ibe the channel of God's redeeming 
grace, the Instruments ;olf the ascended Lord to Whom all power Is given ilJ 
heaven and on earth, to efieet the salvation of ,the souls of men. 

How does tJha.t fit in with the programme of you·r Chu·rch UnIon? I don't 
think even an astronomer cou·ld measure the distance between the Church 
Union programme and that-it Is milUo.ns of miles from it! 

Again: Tille function of the church is never pol'itlcal-never! Willen Paul 
went to town, he did not first call upon the Governor. After a while, however, 
usually, the Governor came to see him-to put him in jail. Paul dId not send 
In his card and say, "I have come". Oh, IlI0,! He went as a witness of tho 
despised and rejected SaV'iou'r of men; and nearly always got Into trouble for 
dOing It. 'But now the church is to engage in pol'itics! tIn ·the discus·sion at 
the Port Arthur General Assembly, one spea'ker said iIle wouM lolke to see the 
government of Canada that would dure to op'ptlse the wlll of a united church. 
What right has any church t() impose its will upon the government of all the 
people? And I say to you Baptists who -used. to stand ,for separation o·f churcll 
and state, for liberty of conscience; for freedom to worship God-the day is com· 
ing when your testimony will be needed In this respect ag·ain. Dr. Chown-I 
mention names because when I do no-t they say, "Why de·al ,in generalities?" And 
when I mention names they say, "Why deal in 'PersonaHties?" I cannot please 
them any·way, &0 I might as well shoot strai·ght, and everyone will know what I 
am at. (Laughter)-Dr. Chown told the 'Peo,ple of Canada that the United ChurCh 
would promote "godly" legislation. I wonde·r w·tiat kind of leg.lslation that is? 
"Godly legislation!" That is not the business of the chu·rcih. Alter a .whlle we 
sihall have to ask permission of the Un1ted Church to live! 

I have beard'a great dea.l wbo-ut ecoIliomy. I am not spea;klng without 
thinkilng on ,this ma.tter. I attended a meeting of the Gene.ra1. Assembly of,' the 
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Presbyterian C'hurch nearly twenty yea,rs ago, and sat through the entire d.is­
cussion on ehurah Union. And they alI p'reached from one text, and that text 
was "economy". There was very IUtle 'reference to ,the Wo~d of Go·d. If 
economy be the 'gre-at de-Slid·erabum, you can ca·rry it further than the ohurch. 
I have four ow,alls to my h'ome; an.d I have a furn·ace that 'heats my house. It 
does not heat 'Ilny other. Why should not we a.H live together? That would 
be economy, would i.t not? But ~ere are s'ome ad·vantages ·in having your own 
house. And there a·re Slome advantages in ,being permitted to worship God as 
y()ur conscience may dd·rect. Do you see? You kn()w the argument, that it is 
unneceseary . and wastefu.J to send half a d'Ozen m.llk wagons and ,haM a dozen 
bread wagons down a certain street, when on,e ,wagon oould carryall the bread, 
and ano·ther all the milk ·that COlloId ,be used 'On th-at &treet, and therefiore let 
us form one great corpo·ration.. That WIllI ''be economy. Did you ever get 
cheaper mHk on that account? D'O you not ,know-now ma.rk tJhois!-doo ~u 
not know that 'whlle the'foundation o·f every kind of comhine is economy, the 
top stone Is always mOlllo'poly? And the whole m.ovement of Church Union 
has been measured In terms of :tlb.e mar.ket·pl'llce! It ,does not belong to the 
atm()sphere of this Book at all. 

Now, m·y dear friends, I would l'Ike :flo ·pa.U&e to say tM-s, That ·the con­
ception of the church as 'being llo,rmed .in·to one great organization under O'Ile 
human government· is not Christian: .ft ds anti-Ohll"istian. It ·has no warr.ant 
In the Word of Go·d. 'It is not New Testament; it is Pagan; it is Roman! Ii 
is not founded in equ.f.ty and justice. -New Test'ament churohes were independent 
'bodies c·f in'dependent be11evers 'br·ought together by a common Inte-rest in Christ, 
too worship God freely, ·recogn.izlng only His authority. There were no bi-shops 
in the New Testament in the GenSE! in whdch .the~e Me bishops to-day. I am a 
bishop; ,but they do not call me "y;our Lord'ship"! Every p.a,stor is a !bishop in 
the New Testament senoae of .the term. But. the only other ,bishop ment·loned 
in 1Jh'e New Testament is Jesus Chroiat, Wih·o is called the Shepherd and Bishop 
of your souls. 

Pastors are n·ot set over churches by :StatJioning Oommoittees. Oh, n'o,! They 
are the gifts of Go·d to the chu'rch; and they come .to their appoin.tments by 
obedience ·to the Holy ,Spirit. Some .of you know a lit-tle about Jarvis Street. 
If I had :been placed over this church 'by a human committee I should 
,have :been unplaced long ag·o. .A (ree ·pulplt in the s-o-called United Church 
w.ilI ,be" un·known. But y()U .remember how Pa.ul &aid to the Ephesian elders, 
"Take heed therellare unto y-our&elves, &n·d ,fiG aJ.l the flock, over the wJ].'i.ch the 
Holy Ghost hath made y()U ov,erseers, to feed the dhuroh of God which Ihe hath 
purchased WIlth 'Ms o·wn blo,od." Beldeving th-at ,the ·Lord placed me dn J'&rvis 
St .. much again·st my own will, I con.c.Iuded ·that the only thing for me ro do 
was ,to $tay ·here until He relIl!o'ved me. And I am Ihoere still; and it seems 
Ilkely I may stay .s. Uttle :w'h-i,le longer. Itf any of y·ou ,d,o not .Like !.t, ;the d-ool"S 
are n-ot locked. 

The ohurch, t'hen, Is a 'body of saved people; and'll. pamor Is a saved man­
or OUght to be. He ·has n,o right to be there if he h.a,s not ·been appOinted to llIls 
position .by ,the ISp,Irlt of -God, with the evidences of God's blessing se&ling IhIs 
m·inistry. But ,In .these days of generaJ. aplolSttasy-lI am, afraid I shall 'have to 
say--given an o·rgan1zabi·on that can control ·the churoh and pulpIt, what Uberty 
will 'any preacher have, ,I slrouJd like to know! I feel rather strongly aJboot 
thIs, because I believe tha.t tb'e need o·f th~ hour ·is propheots ()f the Lor·d. 'We 
have numbers of ministerial pall"r·ots!-yes, an-d Inin.i,sterdal gra.IIllo'phones! I 
h'll.ve a 'book in my stu·dy. I g·ave ,it to 'One of 1Jhe .brethren, and. said, ··Rea'.d 
it, andtelI·me -what .you ·th-in·k·o! dt." "He read it, and brought it Iback;'and 
said, "'.[Ihere is nothing new in ·it; it 1s just what ot'hers say in another 'way." 
I ·&add, "I knew It. None of .these m-odernists have any-thing new to say; tb:ey 
are only ··dressing up ·the Dewl's He in new slloits lo,f clothes." 

And. the Devi,1 wauts'a great iblg o·rganlzation 'Over whoich there can be a. 
central authordty thM will domin·ate the whole dhuroo. And. in a very short 
time you -will see w:ho will be in au.th'ority over ·tJhJ9.t body of people called the 
Unlfted Churcih. I bel~eve ,the w,hole movement ls part '()1f ·the generaJ. a.PIO.sUlSY. 
You Presbyterians fought fo·r your Uberty dn olden times. 'PreG1by-terians used 
to bel1eve'sometM-ng; and rather than surrender theIr faith in 'Christ, they died 
for ·it : they wen·t to the stake. 'Some' of Ibhe uoblest ·witnesses for 'Chrlst the 
wo·rld ihas ever known ·have been Presbyter.ians. The West W'M terribly'di • 
. tul'lbed by the "One Big ·Un'~o.n" movement as applled :to . industry; but it WILS 
n-ot half 86 dangerous'as the ecclesiasUcal'O.B.U. 
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But' 'what now? ·What now? 1 ·congratula,te you Presbyte.rians on having 
to fight 'fur y,our lives. lot will do you good .. 1 was thrilled when 1 read last 
n'ight of six comp'anies of Presbyterians meeting s·omewhere lou.tSlide ot their 
own ohoU-rches. 1 said, "Praise the Lore!! T,he-re are some people w·ho have 
backbo·ne yet." The h·andicap of the mode-rn church, has been t.hat i,t has had 
too easy a time. Preach the 11I0·spel in such a 'WIlly tilat dol w,jU stir up ·the Devil, 
and it -will do you good; for y{)U will be su'bjected to all sorts of 'hardships, and 
privatio·ns, and persecutions, and to all s{)·rts of slander,-but you will flourish 
the mc-re. Jarvis Stree-t Church ,is growing, not on our aocoun't, but through 
the blessing ot the Lo~d. All over this Continent the Churohes that ·are really 
growing and toucoh·ing men for God, are churches th·at are contending for the 
fa.ith, 'almost w·ithou-t excep.tJ:ion. God has given us in tMs place the largest 
memobersll!ip of any B31ptist Clhurch in Canada-altJhough men tried to destroy 
it. It is nothing to our credit: the po,wer of the Holy Spirit has ,brought it 
abo'llt. I ooy that fo,r the comfort of you Presbyterians. 1 W'Ouid a little ra,ther 
see you Baptists (laughter); and when you build y·our new .church, see that 
Y{)U put a baptistery in.it. 'I ·hope y{)u will do that, and stand squarely for 
the fai·tJh. 

There a,re some papers 1n this city that .will nilt help you. If you have 
blessing in your churoh, they will ,h'ave no' room ·to 'report -it. But if you have 
any sort of difficulty, they can be depended upon .to advertise it. If you have 
blessing you can depend u'pon their being silent. 'I can ~ecommend moISt 
hea,rUly to you the Toron,to -8tar. I take it, and I read it. 1 think it is a 
m{)st valua;ble paper. I ,think every perSlon who has any religious interest ought 
·to read the Toronto StljJ", 'in order to know wbat not to believe. Dut'it ,is a 
milst excellent pwper, a s·plend,id·paper. I.t will tell you all a.bout this mundane 
sphere; but whoever writes the ed·ltorials must be as 'blind as a bat spiritually, 
and can n'ot kn·ow eveIi the .alphabet of the Christian 'religion. I know that is 
a d'aring thing 'for a preacher in TOTonto to say about .a daily paper; ·but they 
could not do me any more harm than they ·have alread·y tr·ied to d,o--so that I am 
indifferent. It is always a. 'blessing to touch the bot·tom, because tJhen you can't g1() 

any lower. I do not know that the Toronto Star will send me a ·free subscription 
jJo~ a year; but this word SIh'ould add su,b3criptions to thedr Hst. But I do mc-st 
heartily recommend the paper to you for the rea·s·on tha.t tJhe truth. in matters 
reldgious, almost inva.r1ably Ides in ·the direcUon opposite to what the Torouto 
Star says! . 

You non-concurring Presbyterians are iaunclied on a sea lOt! glory; you 'have 
something to endure for the Lord's s·ake. But it wiU d'O you good: -it will put 
iron into your blood; it will ·d·rive you back tOo the Book of the Lord 'and to the 
Lord o,t the Book; it wriII make ·the Lord Jesus Christ more precIous. You wdH 
begin to find out tJhat there -is something 'beUer than ,bricks and mo,rtar, namely, 
the LO'l"d Jesus. You wBI under·stand how your forefathers found a little ibit 
of heaven wo,rslhdpp-ing God in dens and caves, where they could exercise their 
freedom 'of conscience. And very especially, you B'a:ptists-I have a special 
obHgation to y·ou-my a'ppeaI is to get away from all na,mes. I am n{)t dis­
turbed 'by being called a Baptist. I do not agree 'wlth our Plymouth Brethren 
when they say we are gathered in some !I·ther name than ·Christ's. We are not. 
We are called Baptists because we bap:tize. We do not very much care what 
we are called; .but I have come to the place where I care nothing for denomin­
ational Laibels, and I will not ,bel,ieve any,tJh'iug sim.ply because Baptists say it js 
tJhe co'rrect thing ,to believe, or to do, or to teach_ 

What ·a gloI"ious ,th'ing it would be ,i,f every man and woman 'here this even­
ing w,ho has named the name of Christ, were to say, "1 have been thinking too 
mucl!J, of these externals; and I will try tl) get 'b3)ck to personal relationship 
with ·tJhe Lord Jesus Christ, and let Him direct me what to· do. And I 'W'iU 
try to be a real witness for Him. If that makes -me a P'l"eabyterian, I will be 
a Presbyterian; !but if it makes me ·a Bapti:st-oa.s it is likely to do--":(Laughter), 
then I wUl 'be 'called a . Ba.ptist. But whatever it d'oes, I will put Jesus Christ 
first; I wdll ()Ibey and magnf.fy the W'Ord of the Lo·rd"! And Y'O'U will find there 
will be 'a revival in y,our own heart; and it will spread wherever you gO-in 
the office, in the shop, ,in the scho,ol, everywhere-a revdval fire wdll blaze up, 
and blessolng will c·ome {In tJhe people of Toronto. 

T·here are so-me of y,ou illere this evening who have sa:id, "I am 'bewildered. 
I take up tJhe Saturday evening pape-r, and look ,over tlie ·lists ot church an­
u{)·uncements; and I say, 'What c-ught I to bel'ieve?'" I will tell you Whom you 
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o-ught to believe: "Believe on the Lord Jesus 'Christ, and thou shalt 'be saved." 
Just believe on Him first. Begin! Never mind .tfue church. Begin with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let Him speak to you, 'and telI you Wlh·at a sinner you are; 
how He doled fo-r your eins accord,lug to the scriptures, and was ·buried, and rose 
again. Yield to Him; and let Him waSih YiO'llr sins away. And then s'ay, "W·oot 
next, I.;ord? 1 want to be a huud,red per cent. for Thee. 1 want to follow' the 
Lamb whithersoever He goeth". And the compensation tha-t will come to us 
through. feHowSlhdp with the Lord Jesus ·will m·ore ·than make up for all the 
breaks In Q.ur human fellowships; .ro.r ·tJhen we ehall be one with Him·. . 

'1 wish I could talk to you longer; but 1 have kept you too long n·ow. 1 
bring you, .however, this S>.imple me·ssage, that -the unity of f-alth, the unity of 
the church of Ch·rist, must be based upon a recognition and acceptance of the 
supreme Lordship of Jesus Cb,l'Ilst. And wihen any other takes His place, 
and ano·ther authority is eu'bstitute-d ilo'l" His., as it is revealed in His Word, you 
will have .. d-isun'ion. T,hat is what you are getting nGw. 

,Supop.ose some man were to· come .t·o tMs chur·ch and gradually introduce 
the doctrines {),f Unitarianism! And suppose he were to turn a maj,oTity of ,thIs 
Cihurch to accept his views; and ,then :by a simple majo.rlty V'Ote convert tlhis 
church into a Unitarian C'hurch? A vote of the chllrch is taken, and by a 
majordty of four or five--perhap's mo·re--.out of -the sixteen hundred melIlibers 
we have here, they ca'rry tJhe ·day; and the reat mu·st either accept the llew 
order or walk out on Ilhe ebreet without house or home. The people who joined 
tWs church d,ld s>o in g·ood faith, th'inking it was a Baptist oourch. They ihave 
lived for it; tJhey have put ·their lives into it--'bUJt a majority of the member­
ship votes them Gut of ihouse and home! Or, suppose instead of that, the min­
iSoter should say, "I bel,leve in the United Church"; and suppose he could carry 
a majority of the peol>le w·ith him, and they were ,to say, "We will vote to 
apply for membership ,In ·the United Ohu·rch"? And suppose tfuey carried their 
point hy a majority; the hund·reds of o·thers would have no option :but to join 
the United Church, or have the churoh pro.perty taken away from .them. 

That is what is happening ,to-d,ay to ·thousands of Ipeople. They believed 
bh,at the Presbyterian Church sto'od tlO'l" something; they joined it in good faltJh, 
believing the prlnciplea j,t professed; they put -thousands o·f dolla·rs into its 
institutions. B.ut by a simple majority, they are voted out ,olf thedr ,inheritance. 
1 do not helieve that any ins'titution founded on suoo ~rinclp,les of inju·s-t1ce can 

. receive tfue blessing of God. It ,is not founded in equity and justice at all. 
'Dbase who suffer from It are to be oongratulated; for there 45 a God in heaven; 
and He will loo·k after you, and you will have blessing in the end. ·Blessed be 
His name! Jesus is coming ·again-notwithstanding the Methodist 'pamphlets: 
"T·hds same Jesus. which is ,taken u~ from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like man·ner as ye have seen Mm go Into iheaven." When that day DOlIlles It 
wiU be a bles·sed day for all the ·blood-w·aslhed throng. All nations, and pe~le, 
and tongues, 'will be 'brought together-and we shaH see Him as He Is. The' 
marriage of the Lam,b will take place; and the members of His body wiLl be 
found ready. 

Oh, 1 wish evel"Y'body here this evening would ·sulborddnate all other consid­
eration5 to the one desire, and say, "I want the br·idal garmen·ts on; 1 want 
the best· robe; 1 want the robe of His righteousness." 

"Jesus, Th,y ·blood and r,lghteousness 
My beauty 'are, my glor-ious dress; 

lM'idst flam.iug worlds, in theae arrayed~ 
With joy sha:ll I lift up my ·head." 

wni YI()U come to Him to-nigJ1t, you -who are unconverted? And if any of 
you. have been putting. your ·own will, your own authOrity, o·r the a-uthority ot 
your church. before Christ, if .you have ,been following afar off-let Him have 
first place this moment and henocefor·th. May He help us all to 00· so to-night. 
Will you' 'who believe, who do now ·trust Christ, :but .have never confessed Him, 
cO'J;Ile forward as we sing, 

"Just as 1 am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was S'hed for me, 

. And tha.t Thou bidd'st me come to' Thee, 
. 0 Lam,b of God, 1 come, 1 come." . . . . 

(Many .came . .forwar·d hi. ,respo-nse to the 1nvltation). 
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EDITORIAL 
"DEMAS HATH FORSAKEN ME". 

The biographical touches in s'ome of Paul's epistles are exc·eedinrly in­
structive. Tohey show ,that men of his day were subject to. like pa'ssion's with 
ourselves; and that 'human nature ·in ·that ancient time was just as changea'ble 
as it is ,to-day. In his epistle to Philemon, Paul names Demas as among. his 
"fellowlabourers"; but writing to Timothy later he says, "Demas ·hath fO'r­
saken me". 

Everyone who has ·had any extended experience in the Lord's work will 
have shared the ApostIe'·s disappointment. How many there are who begin 
well but a,re soon hindered I Many a pas,tor on entering upon his work in a 
certain church ·has 'been welcomed in terms 'of glowing appreciation at a meet­
ing presided oy.er by Demas. F.or s>ome time they hav-e walked and talked 
together, and have s'hared each other'·s counsel; they 'have seemed to others 
almost like David and Jonathan. But ,by and by, Demas goes not with him 
to the workl It is impor,tant, therefore, that who,ever would be a IGader ·o·f the 
hosts of the Lord must leam how to do without Demas. 

In t,ime of war it must be very trying for those who are fighting to see 
their c·omrades fallinlg .out by the way: some from p'hysical incapacity, some 
from sickness, s>ome from wounds, and· some taken ,from them by De31th himself. 
But the ,soldier cannot take time ,to weep; he must not allow even his affec­
tions to overmaster him. He mus,t make st'raight for his goal, even though he 
r'each it ,aJoone. So in the Lord's work, whether it ibe in t·he pastorate, in the 
work of teac'hing the young, or in some othe·r form of Christian service, we 
must not 'fail in our end·eavours on account of Demas. . 

But how dIsposed most ,of us a're to lean upon ot'her people, and to con­
dition our fulfilling of duty upon the co-operation of some Demas! And when 
he fails we are tempted t·o find in his d·efection, justification for slacking O\lr 
own hand. T·his should never be. '¥e must go on with otlr work. 

I.t will help us, moreover, clearly to discern the re'ason for our being 
forsaken. Dema.g left Paul be.cause he "loved this ,present werld". Those who 
fall 'out of the ranks because of some flagrant wrong-doing are very few; 
but those who are allured by ''this present world" are very many. And most 
of fhesiC disgu·ise th'e reason for their conduct even to themselve's. Demas 
may 'have persuad·ed himself that 'he :had discovered certain incompatabiliJties 
in the great Apostle; he may have insisted that other solemn obligations re­
quired him to go to Thessal"onica. It is almost certain that he would 'have 
been unwilling to admit that he was' actuated ,in his course by a love for 
"this present world",-'l>ut that wa's the .facti And it is still the reason why 
many turn aside from their d·ivinely-given task 

But what are the elements of this pres'ent evil wo·rld? There are some 
who fors'ake the church and the g,ospel for the merry-go-round 'of th·e world's. 
pleasures; but these are usually as light of head"as they are of heart. .With 
many, the world's fascinations 'are cleverly disguised. We hav·e known men to 
contend for the fai,th most valiantly when in t:he midst of an army of valian.t 
men; but if such an ,one is a pastor, when he changes his place and finds tha,1: 
in 'his churc,h ,there are certain very ·influential men who prefer that all eon-. 
tenHon s'hould be ·avoided" the erstwhile sold.ier resigns his sword and per­
suade's hims,elf that t'he war is ,over; aad that it is no longer necessary for 
him to fight. He would be startled if he could hear the Master say that it was 
because he loved fhe praise of men more than the praise of God. Hnwming 
to incur the dis>pleasure of men, ·or in any way to disagr·ee with amiable gentle­
men who may be so blind as not to know the issues of the war, .they f.orsake 
the army; and write their history in a 'text of Scripture: "The children of 
EphrJam, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the d'ay of battle." 
But the reason for such desertion ,of ,the cause ef truth .is that they have 
"loved this present world". . 

We have known.some ministers who have tur.ned 'back in the day of battle 
because t.hey were reluctant to break the fellowships of years. But if a care'fur 
analysis o.f the underlying motives were made, many an onthod'Ox neutral; 
many an a·~le-bodied soldier w'ho 'has, put ,himself 'on the ·retired .Jist, would 
discover that ,it is aH':because he ·has "loved this present world". . 

It is encouraging to note that all those who have been chosen of God 
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for positions· of leaders'hip in ,times past, have 'had Paul's experience with 
Demas: Lot parted company with Abraham; even Aar·on and Miriam were 
reluctant to go all the way with Mos.es; David knew what it was to ·be for­
saken; and all the great .prophets, at times, had ·to stand alone. But the 
outstand.ing Examplc' of ·this principle, as 0.£ all others ·"'·orthY of emulation, 
i§. tqilt of 0\lr Lord H;i m.s elf. Though all His disciples forsook Him and fled, 
H~ went str~ig!lt f«;lrwllrd to Calvary; and "for !the 'joy that was set befote 
hiw e'mltlreq tl1e ~ross, despisilJg tpe shame." . . . 

W'h;o~ver w.i11 follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, will lellve Demas 
b.e.hJnq !tim sq~ewh~r~ on 'the road I . 

"GASIJMU SAITH IT". 
There is a very suggestiv"e word in tha·t treasury of practical wisdom, the 

~001c of Ijehemiah, in the sixth chapter and the sixth verse. T:he enemies of 
the Jews sent a let-t·er to N ehemia·h "'Wherein was wr~tten, It is reported among 
iii~ ht;athen,' anq GilSi'!m1,l s~1th it, that tho.u aI;1d the 1 ews think to rebel: for 
which cause thou build'est the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according 
to these word·s." 

God's 'builders must always expeot th'at their motives will be impugned. 
Eve.ry man who ·has. 'been used of God to build 'some part of the walls of 
Jetu!ialem h~s been charged with supreme egotism. with a desire to . exalt 
himself ,'lInd make hims.elf king. He may. have received the· clearest commis·­
sion from God to do the work in which he is engaged, and may be co·nfirmed 
in his conviction of. duty, as Nehe!Jlia'h was, by "the hand of my God whi"h 
WaS g·ood upon me"; but all Ith~t will avaH nothing to sHence the criticism of 
S~nbaUat, and Tobia·h, a·nd. Geshem the Arabian. God's builders ·have always 
to' face the tongue .of misrepresentation and slande·r. We have sometimes 
thought it is the Devil's device to occupy the people .of God by tempting -them 
to sp.end ·their time .in refuting rus slanders. 

Nehemiah was informed tthat certain fhings were "reported" about him. 
Thus do t·he !iharp tongues of the wicked endeavour to strike 01'0 ·the heart of 
God·'s fait·hful ones: "They say"; "everybody believes"; "it is the gene·ral 
opin.iQn"; "it ·is reported" I In this wayan atmosphere and attitude of opposi­
tion is- created; and usuaLly .there is someone to !i'famp with his personal auth­
ority that which is "reported", and to accelerate the speed of the circulating 
rUMours. "And Gas'hmu saith it"l 

. So f~r as we are able ·to determine, Gashmu served no useful purpose in 
the w9r!d except ·to credel1l~ial t·he enemy's s'landers. How truly modern ~s this 
line of ancient history, "Gashmu saiti'! it"l Gas'hmu has wrecked many all indi­
v.idual. chtir.c·h. N·othing is so dangerous to the welfare 'of any church as one 
or m'ore unsanctified tongues. Trifles a·re magnHied into importan·t issues 
when. some utterly trivial rumo~r is given the certification of Gashmu. 

Happily t·pe writer of this article is free from these per.iIls at the moment; 
but in time past we have suff~red much from the s·ignlature of Gashmu. We 
have. seen people o·f no. c·onsequence, of no wei-ght or influence in any circle 
wil~re ot'qey are known, b~come impor.tant messengers of what "Gashmu 
saith"-"Of course, I do not know the facts ·of ·the case mYself; I am not on 
the inside of matters; I am not 'taken into ·official counsel,-but when Mr. 
So:'and-so says it, you m:ay be sure there is something in the wind." Which, 
being iriterpreted, is to say, "It is repo'rted among the heathen, and Gashmu 
saith. it'~ r . 

... We :have ·observed the same 'principle in operation in inter-church or 
denominationa'l affairs,.,-irr'esponsible rumor-car·riers dignifying their silly talk 
by' the' 90lemn assertion th1at "Gashmu saith it". 

Moreover, this very quotable gentleman is often invoked by .the critics of 
the Word of God. We were once afraid of the sayings of the higher c·ritics; 
but. we discovercd their ·hodlowness, their unrc\.ia.bility, and, in many cases; 
their p'uerility ;and we have observed ·that their chaff-I.ike intellectualism could 
move no one; wer·e they not able to say in support of their, "we may well 
suppose"; "it would 'appea·r"; "it is extremely probable"; "it may ser.iously be 
question~d"; "t~e, assured result"-were not all thes·e driven home with a 
"GashulU saith It'. . 

.. Siiice Gashmu ·has so ,long been vocal, it is .per.haps vain even to hope that 
he will ,cease from. ~is talking. But what s·hall we set over ag~.inst this eYer •.. 
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1!I;~ti!1g' irritant, that' ~'Gashmu saith it',!? The 'best of aU at;1swers, ill' a "thus, 
s,.lith the Lord"., Let a man be commissioned by a' word from heaven, and', 
sust;tined and directed and inspired by a word "from heaven, and, he will by, 
that same word bec.ome invincible, He will then be enabled to go, on with' 
his work ,un til all the, br,eaches in the walls are stopped, and the Holy City', 
becomes agllin, the. city of the Great King. He will ,be al;Jle. to do aU this' ip 
spite: of what "Gash~u saith"I ,-

Ql:bt Bbolt Jljiblt ~unba!, ~cbool 1LtSSon Ql:o~r~t' ' 
Less·on LXXI. February 8th, 1925. 

• ..' • ~ • • • I • 

CONSPIRACY OF HAMAN.~Esther, chai>ters 1~4. 

T:he, book o,f Esther is remarkab\.e among the books of the: Bible for the 
fa!:t that in all its pages the name of God does not once appear; and y,et a 
study of :the story it contains is a striking illustration of -the principle, that, 
all things wo'rk to,gether for good to them that love God. It .j's a record of, 
the op~ration,s' of God incognito. And many a ,red,eemed life is like the Bible 
in this, respe!:t, that God appears on nearly, all the ,pages of its history; but 
every' Iife,has its book 0-£ mystery, a period in 1>arenthese-s, during which God 
works behind the scenes-but still works I 

"Thrioe blessed is he to whom is given 
The instinct 'that can tell 

That God is on the field when He 
Is mos-t invisible." 

I. The Anticipations of Divine Providence. 
The divine purpose wrought out in this book was known to the Lord from 

the ,beginning; and he mus.t be very blind who does not &ee the hand of God 
a't work. 1. It appears in the first pla'ce in Mordecai'·s bringing up, of Esther 
who was first called, Hadassah. The death of Esther's parents seemed to her 
a black day in her history, no doubt; when she was ca'st upon the care of her 
older cousin Mordecai. She may hl.!ve felt very keenly her dependent position; 
so, on the other hand, Mordecai may have felt. tha-t it, was no little burden to 
care for the' child: Yet 'how w'onderfully the whole stor.y turns upon this 
simple lirie, Mordecai "brought up' Hadassah, that, j.s~ Esther, his uncle's 
daugllter': for she had .neitherfather n,or mother, and the' maid' was, fair 'and 
beautifu'l; whom Mord·ecai, 'when her fa'ther' and, mother' 'were dead, took ,for 
his own daughter" I So, often, .great issues hang upon simple events; and, out 
of some act of duty rendered at ;t, p,r,ice o£ sacrifice, great and la'sting good 
often issues -in later years. 2. Esthe,r being chosen as queen of t'he Persian 
court, ,from sptp.e points ,o,f view, had its disadvantages: fro III others' and the 
world's viewpoint, 'it would appear -to hav,e been a distinct 'honour. 'The' Book, 
shows it was divinely ordered as a link ,in the chain of the' divine purpose 
la'ter to 'be' reveal,ed. So" step by step, God orders the goirigs-oui and the 
comings-in of His people, bringing ais counsels ·of 'grace "to 'pass.- 3: '-Mor; 
deca,j's ·opportunity to serve the"" king also seemed to come, almost 'by chan'c'e. 
He ov'erheard by some means the plots of the 'king's. enemies: "Tlie. thing' was 
known to Mordecai." And as a matter of siInple duty; 'expecting no reward;' 
Mordecai. ~ommuni~ated to the king infortl).ation oUhe oonspiracy. Sq, if.our 
ears an~ eyes are open, we may find multiplied '-o'pportunities of 'doing good, 
which, if they be faithfully improVied, will redown to oui- pr'o'fit in' God's own 
time. . ' . '.. -- " ' . 

II. The Temporary Ascendency of Evil. , . 
1. The first two verses of the thi~d chapter, teU~ a, storY which is, repea ted, 

in every newspaper of -the land, It I'S natural for Haman to get on, and t.o' 
have his seat advanceq "above all the princes. that were ,with 'him". It is the 
mark of the wicked that he is not in tr'ouble as other men are, 'that his eyes 
stand' out" with ,fatness, that he, has more than he'art could' wi'sh: 'and yet of 
him it is written, "The Lord t::hall laugh at him: for he seeth that ,his' day', is' 
CO,mjng."· 2:. Haman was jealous of, ~orde'c~i's, imll1:l;1n!ti 'to. flie, lure ~jf. 
WO,rldlY',l.!Plblh-on., He was, not merely angry that M'ordecal refused'to do 'him 
hqll~U!",; l?utepvJed, though. perhaps unconsciously, the: truer wisd'om.' and, the 
strength of cnar.acter. ,w.hich, hJ:ld Haman's .prosper.ity., i'n, contempt:." It is. n.ot' . ' 
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position but characte·r which divides men. T-he same spirit moved Haman 
which moved Cain in the beginning. Though he be poor and despised, the 
wise man and the strong man will always !be envied, just because he is wise 
and strong. 3. This history is an illustration of the truth that jealousy is as 
cruel as the grave. Just as Pharaoh destroyed the male children of his day, 
and .as Herod ord·ered the slaughter of the innocent-s ~n his determination t·o· 
murder his Rival, so now Haman is willing to shed the blood of a nation, to 
rid himself of one man whose strength he instinctively felt .challenged his 
supremacy. 4. Here, agai-n, we have the principle of the vicariousnes·s of 
suffering: for Mordecai's sake, all his people a're condemned to death. 5. We 
have here, also, an iIIustra'tion of the murderous jea1-ousy of the enemy of 
souls against our Mordecai, and bios furious rag·e against all His kindl'ed. 
III. The Dark Hour-and the Dawn. 

Mordecai's concern for rus kindred in the opening verses of the f·ourth 
chapter reminds one of the opening verses of the tenth chapt-er of Romans. 
So, if we appreciate t·he machinations of the enemy, and perceive that he ha-s 
brought us all into a position wher.e we are condemned already, we should be 
concerned for the salvation of those who are under ·the curse. 2. Mordecaia's 
only hope was in the palace where the fatal decree was issued; and there he 
dared t9 hope he had a friend at court. And as he came to the king's gate, so 
must we come £.or -ours·elves and others, say.ing, 

"I can but perish if I go, 
I am resolved to try; 

For if I stay away, I know, 
I must for ever die." 

3. In Esther we find a doubtful intercessor, for she ·has no promise of the 
king that she may come to him at any time to prefer her requests. Indeed, 
she fears to en'ter the royal presence, lest the golden sceptre, the symbol of the 
king's pleasure, s·hould be withheld from her. How blessed it is to know that 
when we come to the King's gate, we have within a Friend Whose petitions 
the King never denies, to Whom the golden sceptre of His favour is always 
extended; and by Whose intercession the curse must passl 4. Dou,btful as 
Esther was, the spirit of the Cross is in her resolution; and in the desperate 
attempt to save her people, she i·s herself w.i1ling, if need he, to perish. Our 
greater Intercessor, in order to provide for us an all-prevailing plea, did Him­
self lay down His life; and in the measure in which we share the spirit of the 
Cross, we shall also learn the power of the effectua'l, fervent, prayer 0"£ a 
righteous man. 

LAST SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET AND MASSEY HALL. 
We had a.nticipated great blessing fo·r Sunday under the ministry of Paul 

Rader; but the services surpassed our most sanguine expectations. At 9.45 
Mr. Rader taught Dr. Shields' class in the Bible School, when eight -hundred 
and fifty were present; and when the doors were closed at ten 'o'clock for the 
teaching hour, multitudes of people wer.e turned away. There were six hun­
d-red and fifty-nine in the remainder of the school-a total of fifteen hundred 

. and nine. At eleven o'clock fhe auditorium was packed to its utmost capacity; 
and the Spirit of God brooded over the assembly. . 
. In the evening Mr. Rader preached twice: in Mass'ey Hall at 6.15, and in 
Jarvis Street Church at 8.00. At the Massey Hall se·rvice· upward of three 
thousand heard the great pr-eacher; while at Jarvis Str·eet ·I-ong before the hour 
of service, every available seat was taken, -hundreds were standin·g, and many 
were turned away. Thirty-two responded to the invitation at both s-ervices; 

. and altogether it was a great dayl -----
MONTHLY COMMUNION SERVICE. 

Next Sunday evening, February 1st, 'will .ib~ largely given' to th'e Coin­
munion Service. Following the three fellowship meetings of last week, it is 
expected this will be the large sot Communion Service ever 'held in Jarvis Street. 
A large number' of believers will be .baptized, who, togefhe·r with others who 
·have joined the church during the month,.wilr be given fhe hand of fellowship .. 
Every member of the church is ~rged to be presen,t a.t this service .. 


