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(Steoographically reported). 

"Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the 
house, he heard musick and dancing. 

"And he called one of the servants, and asked wh",t these things meant. 
"And he said u"to him, Thy brother is come; and thy father h.,th killed the 

fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. 
"And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out anti 

intreate<! him. . . 
"And he answering said to Ms father, Lo, these many years do I serVe thee, 

neither transgressed I at any time thy comm"ndmen·t: and yet thou never gavest 
me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: 

"But as soon as this thy son. was come, which ha·th devoured thy living with 
harlots, thou h3!st killed for him the fatted calf. 

"And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is 
thine. 

"It wa·s meet that we shOUld make nJerry, and be glad: for this thy brother 
was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. "-Luke 15: 25·32 . 

• 

_ OR some weeks we have 'been med-itatJing upOn this chapter.· We 
." have followed the prodigal, in our .thought, from Ihis' father'il house 

into the far coun.try and back again. Last Sun.day evening we 
,. observed how hear.tHy he was welcomed bome. The verses 1 bave * .i.:. ,read to you .to-night strike a somewhat Id,iiferent note. The welcome 
. .... was not entirely unanimous. "I1here was someone at home who W'a5 

no,t particularly pleased with the pr.o1digal's ·retur,n . 
. 'This 'part of the parable is generally 'passed over. It ,is' not, 1 grant you, 

as inoviting as the ea·rlier por.tion; ,but it bas 'its place in the design of the 
paralble as a whole. 1 am aware .that a parable in the bands of an extreme 
,literaliist is likely to 'be abOout ·as usefu.l for pU'lIposes of iHuml,nllltion as a Ibox of 
matches lin the hands ()If a baby: there ,is IdkeI-y to ibe rather too muah· light 
for safety. It is ,possIble, by emphas'izing the details of a parable, to rob ,the 
WoOM of God of its authority; and to make it, ,I fear, almost IaIbsurd. 'But here 
a prominent ,tlg.ure Is put into this' paralble. Our Lord was· a master Artist; 
there was never 11. iluopertluous line In one of His pictures. And when, in the 
backgro-u,nd' of tMs ,parable He sketched tMs surly, morose, Iill-tempered, oharac-

. t~r, He was sp'ea:klng ,not for His !tIme ·alone, Ibut for all ,Ume, for. our day as 
well as His own. It· has its application .to-day ju~t as It had' to the people to 
whom the 'Word was originally spokien. . 

Some of yo.u. remember .that most useful I·nsti.tution-,the ·family aI-bum.' 
·Thelle were enshrined the p~rtraitil of our frl~nds .. As a ·miln·later t know thlii 
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it had its special uses; it was .particularly useful to entertai,n the minister 
whUe bhe other members of the family were making themselves presentable. 
In that way I have been introduced ,to all the famIly; and on more than one 
occasion I have !been told how different members of the -family dIstJinguished 
themselves, some of them .by marrying 'particularly well, an'll· some of them by 
not marrying at all. And this ·Bi,ble Is very much Uke that. It 'is a collection 
of ,portraits. ~ o.tten turn its ipa-ges that I m'ay hold communion with my 
friends. ~I can dlnd within the pages of tMs :p.ook every friend I have ever 
,known-and the portraits of many who are not my friends, and whose closer 
'acqualntance I have no desire to CUltivate. 

~ut the one characteristic about the portraits appearing in this Book Is 
that :they 'are 11.11 true Ito Ufe. ~Some of Y'OIU ·remember your experience when 
you went to >flhe .photographer. lLike the good ,fN·ends who run at election time, 
responding to the earnest solicitation of your friends, you went; and y,ol\1 sat 
for your llortral,t. In due time :the proofs were sent Ito you; a.nd you declared 
to your huslban·d· or wife as the case may have be.en, o'r to some other friends, 
that -the proofs were photographic li1beM; they did not resem,ble you in the 
least, ibut made you lo·ok l'ike "a ,frIght." Then you went to the photographer 
full of .indignation, and ·tnsiste,d ~hat .there must 'have been &omething the 
matter with .the camera; it was out of focus, or sometMng was wrong. He 
diplomatically assured you th·at you were quite right, that as a matter of fact, 
these were only proofs; and that, of course, when the picture is fini·shed it will 
lOOIk very much !better. He .persuaded you. to consent to 'his finishIng ,two or 
th·ree o,f the negatives,. an'll, tpromtl·sad ,to send you a finished ·picture. At last 
ibe did so. The artist had touched utp the negative; and when you got those 
finished .pdctu·res yo.u sa.id·, "Now thalt is somebhlng Jlike"---and' so oft was, but 
it was not anything like you! ~ut 1,t was a great 'improV'ement OR the proofs. 
You then ordered a. couple of ·diozen tto Impose upon y.our aJbsent friends who' 
h'ad not seen you for a few years. 

iQf course, the trulth tis, -the pl'o'ofs were absolutely true representations of 
yoursalf,-every wrinkle, everything that you did not want your friends to see, 
was there. iBut when .the artist had ::finished the negative, all ,these defects 
were ,smoothed out. And U it was the portl'adt of a. lady, you were made rOO 
look a;bout ten or fifteen years younger than yO!\l are; and if a man, a great 
deal wiser the.n you may ever hope to be. Now you tknow that Itha.t is true to 
life, th·at that Is how men get on in this world,-by fl.a.tterlng each other. And 
~hat Is what ·is expected of .the mtinis·ter of the g.ospel. He Is expected to be a 
"touch up" ar.tist; and to ·represent human nature ~ tbeing a,lready "wlthoUit 
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing". But huma.n nature Is not In i·tself very 
beautiful. The grace of God can lay hold af us and make us ultimately Uke 
Christ; but tby nature we are not particularly good to looik IUpon. 

Now .this Bi'ble tells the truth! I have sai,d It is a coUecbion of tportraits; 
but it is a collecbion of por.traits tha..t are 8Jbsolultely true to Ufe . 

. And in my examination ot these pages I ·came U.prOlIl this character; and I. 
said ,to myself, "I !have seen you somewhere". 'There seemed ,to be in .thIs 
portrait many lines of resemblance to some whom I had seen. I discovered 
that 'he was a memiber of Jams' 1St. (Baptist Church, and th'a,t he ibelonged to 
a very numerous family.. In my travels about the Ia.nd, I have yet to find 0. 
Chrl'stian church in which the family ·to wMqb. this elder son Ibelonged, is not 
represented. . 

I call your attention ·this eveni,ng to thTee great prionci'ples whIah are here 
set forth: This story illustrates th·e possitbility of there ·bellll.g sonship wit1l.out 
'bt·otherhood.: here was a good' son, 'but a very d.ndlfferent ·brother; a,n·d in the 
second place, the 'Po,sS'ib1loity of there ,being service without feUowship: he served 
his .father; but Ihe 'Was ollot ·of fellowship with his father; and then i,n the 
thdrd place, heirship wLthOut happiness: all ·that his father Ihad W1/I.S h.is; yet 
he was the most misel'8lble man in all the cOUlIlitryside . 

. 1. 
I lbegin my expos'iUon, then, tby sayIng 'that THEBE ·MAy BE AN APPRoPRIATION 

OF .ALL THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF ,SONSHIP WITHOUT ANY RECOGNITION OF 
THE CORRESPONDING .oBLIGATIONS OF BROTHERHOOD. Tobis young man gloried' ·in 
bel.ng his .father's son: 'his father called him, "son". He did not distpllote bis 
right to a :place in tlJ.e family; nor was he the sort of son for whom his father 
'ever had to .apoIogi.~, or bIus'h 'for sham,e. He was !Io YQ~~g~man who lived 

. ci·rcumspectly, WJh.() was industrious, whom many supposed Ito .be a. worthy 
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represen.tative of his father's house. Called ,by Me father's name, he never 
dlsh()!llored it; buo1 everywhere wal'ked as one war,thy of the name he bore. 
But olf you exami,ne the record you will find thad; while he advantaged himself 
of the privileges of sonSjhip, there .is nothing in the story to suggest that he 
ever recognized that ,that relationship to his father dm,posed upon hi,m a certain 
obliga.tion to~ard a.nother,-who was equally .his ,father's son! a good son, 
but a ;poor brother! 

This Is not a type of ~e heterodox religiolls 'professor. There are such; 
but this young man was a perfectly orthod·ox man. You who come here regu
larly know that I should !be the last to llnderestim.!lJte ,the V'alue of right think
ing, or of correct opinoion; 'but there is a type I()f orthodoxy that Is as unattrac
tty.e as any heterodoxy i,n the world': There is an or~hodoxy that. is self-centred, 
that considers its own jmterests, and is indifferent to the world about. .J have 
seen many prof'essing 'Christians who h,olld ,fa,st the 'profession of their faith 
without w,averlng; who Ibout of haw.ng had a very clear and definite religious 
eJDperience; they !passed from dea1:ib. uno1o life; they were boron into the family; 
they are absolutely SlIre of their place; they -are not slow to claim ,the privi
leges wh'1ch are theirs as sons of Gold. And yet month Illiter month, year after 
year, pass; 'and they live in entire i·ndifference to the need: of the great 'World 
about them.....;but live for themselves alome. 'I want to lfind this young man 
to-nIght, df .I can; or ra1lher, 'I want the Wor,d of God to find him, and to smite 
his heart and' conscience and Ibring IMm in humble ,pen.i,tence to htl,s·Fa.ther's feet. 

Here, ·then, was a man who saw no significance in the surpZus 01 his lather's 
ho.use_ It was the rule of that household that ,there was always to be found 

. within its walls enough: no one did ever ,take ,the last piece of Ibread, who sat 
at his tlather's t8lble; every,body was Doun't!.fully supplied:; there W1lS always 
enough-.a:nd 00 spa.re. .And that lis the ru-1e, d'ear friends, of the provis.ion of 
grace, that God ,provides en'ouglh; 'a.nd wha,t a comfort it is to have enough of 
amy,thing! :I Ithin;k .J could, without ·wa.sting your time, occupy you for an hour 
or so, expOlunding that one word' "E N.o UGH". Oh, in these days of scarcity, 
how thankful anyone ought to be who ihas enou~! oOn 1IMs cold might, fuel 
enough, clo~.ing enough, Ifood 'enough, shelter enough, money enough, friends 
en(JlUgh, 'health enough,-lenough for my need! Bu.t where the Lord Jesus rules 
there is always enough. Grace-I was speaddong about that immeasurable word 
this morn·ing~race enough! 

"Plenteous grace with Thee is found·, 
Grace to cover all my sin." 

Forgiveness, which is an 'element ·in g·race,-enou~! Peace ·for this poor heart 
.of mine, enough! joy enough, streng1t.h enollJ!gh, 'health enough, righteousness 
enough, !blood, to cleanse my sins away,--enough! Wh'atev'er your' needs, 
eno~gh! 

There .fs no scarcity where the Lol'd Jesus .is: ·$ere is enough. But is that 
all? ,Some people seem to think so; 'but ·tha.t is nOit half tbe gospel. Enough
and-to-spare! 'But this young man, seeing the abundance on his father's 

. table, when satls:fted and sat'iated ·w·i·th the abundance of Ms f·ather's hGuse, dId. 
he .turn a longing, lingering, glamce upon the abundance of food still remaining, 
and: ,pause to ask, "'WIha,t is ,the meooi·ng of it? Why d:id he prov,ide enough a.nd 
to spa,re? 'What is the surpIus for? Who ought Ito !be at thds ta:ble enjoyling 
the falness of !illY father's house?" What is it lorr Wlhat ,Is the meaning of the 
wIde 'arms of th4llt 'Cross? To cover your sins? Is tha.t aU? Is that all? What 
is the meaning of thlos gospel of a;bounding ,grace, of abounding mercy, or d'ivine 
·power? Enou'gh tOi take the ·wor·st smner from ,the lowest depths of the hor
rible pit, and nft hIm to the height of ,the glory of' God Himself! Wlbat is it 
for? Just for you? Just for you? Enough-and to spare; enough to satisfy 
the hungry heart of every unsaved man in Toronto, ,to coyer the needs of the 
minioos of [ndia, oIIind China, am,d Africa, a;mi all the Isla.nds of the 'Sea. And 
yet Woe ·foId our arms and say, "We have enough-enoUg!h-enough", with no 
understariding of the fact that the exoo,ed'ini greatness of His power, which is 
tow8il'·d' those tlhat believe, Is toward all the .im!p'otent soms of men, ,if we 'but 
bring them the ,glad message of the gospel. . 

W!hat are 'Y!ou d(Jdng ,for -the unsaved? Here W'lIa a young man who was 
not dlhstressed by an empty seat at his father's tabZe. [t was always there; 
for when at last the 'prod'igal came home, he found his father -unsurprised; 
every·thing was in readoj·ness. And I have little ,doubt that day. Iby day, month 

. by ~th; and' lIerhap.s Ye.ar 'by year; as they: sat at th.e famil.y iboa~d, th.e~ 
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wa·s a vacant chair, lest ibe should· com·e to-day. But .the elder eon was !Ilot at 
all distress'ed: 'by his 'brother'·s a:bsence. He wa·s able to eat his meal alone. 
How many 'pl"lofesaing Ch·r:!st1an people the·re ·a.re Li'ke ltihat, who are !Ilever 
uncomfortaible in view of em.pty se·a;ts! 1 confess 1 am: 1 hate them, except 
as they afford an o()'pportuni.ty for -them to :be filled. And our Loni Jesus Himself 
has no Uking for empty seats, ·for in one of His matchless parables He de· 
scri'bed Himself ·as commissioning His servants ,to "go out into the highways 
and ,hedges, and compel them .to come in, that my hous'e may 'be filled". Oh, 
If we could measure :the hospital'ity of our mather's house! If only we could 
know how He longs, haw He year·ns to have all .the se8Jts 'a.bou.t His table fitled! 
That is why He came from the glory. 
. ·1 read a. story of Moody, that when he went ,to Chicago as a ,boy, a poor 

w"o'l"king l!Joy, he went to a churQh where they had rented' pews. And he rented 
a whole peW-he needed only one sitting, but he ·rented· a pew. And then he 
wen.t (l,ut ·onto the street, and· iIle fil'led tha,t pew. As soon as he co·ul·d affurd U, 
he rented a second pew; and: went out on-to the street and: gathered others. 
And .it is sal·d· that in ~hose d·ays ·Moo·dy'·s pastor was always sure of having ,two 
pews in his church full. Roain or shine, summer or winter-it made no differ
ence-two ·pews were always fined ·from end to end; 'beca.use .there was some
'bo'dy siWng ·in one o·f those pews .that could not enjoy a meal unless he had 
someone to sh·are it, and so he went out and gathered ~hem in. 

We are accustomed in our day .to fold our arms and commiserate ourselves 
that we are fallen upon ·ev:iJ. days: .that the anurements 'of the wo·rld Me i·r·re
sistible; that :the counter-attractions are ,being conUnuaUy multiploied·; and that 
it is f·o.lly to e~pect that the gospel will be able to hold its ow,n with motor 
cars, and movies,-and I suppose now the radio, and '1 ,don't know what else 
·besides. My fr'i-ends, that ide'a is a d'elusion; that is .no,t the ca.use of the empty 
seats in the house of -God. 'The reason ,for empty seats an the house. of God is 
the 5pirit of ,the eId'er 'bl"o·ther inside .the church! We may as well face it. 
DO;ll't blame ,the movies; 'blame yourself ibecause you don't move! Th8Jt is the 
trouble. Be a spiritual "movie" yourself! 

Two or three years 'ago '1 was ·waiting for a car at the corner of Avenue 
Road ·and 'St. 'Clair-up on "T.he Hill". IDo. any of you liv·e up there? It is a 
fine place to l'ive, particularly in .the sumllIler time. Well,' 1 was waiting for a 
car one day. It was below zero, one of the cold'est days 1 have known in Toronto. 
The lot on th'e 50uth-west corner was then v·acant. It was aIb'OIUt five o'cloclt 
in the evening; ·and there was a little newsoboy selling his pa·pers. He had 
g·athered 'a few little sticks', and then some heavier wood.; 8Jnd had Ibuilt a 
bonfire, which was 'burning gloriously. And 1 ·s·a:w a lot of well-dressed ladies 
-and gentlemen, too-people evidently in comfortBlble circumstances in Ufe, 
all &tanding around ~e newsbo\Y's fire, enjoying hi,s hospitalioty. 1 SUip-pose if 
the little ·fellow ·had' given them his address 'and asked them ,to call, they would 
have been ·otherwise engaged; Ibu.t when he 'built a ·fire ·on a cold 'day, everyone 
came to get warm at his fir~. And: when, in the church of 'Chris-t the ·ft-re of 
divi.ne hospi·tality burns ,brigMly ·upon the heartil, ·people wHI come from ·aJll parts 
of the city, and of the wOil"ld, to get warm by the 'fire kindled from above. 'We 
ought to .be .di.stressed 8!bou!t empty seats when there are so many who need 
the surplus ~n our iFather's h'Ouse! . 

Another th'ing: this man never talked. to his father about his absent b1·other, 
never once. !If he had said, "Father, 1 wonder where !brother is to-day? 1 
wonder if he has any.thing .to eat, if he has clothes to wear, if he is in need·?"; 
'if he had ever 'broken tJhe silence, h.is £ather would have said: "Why, son, that 
is the thing 'l 'am thinking about all the time, it ·jos with me day' and night. My 
heart is longing for him. 1 .thin·k you might leave"-I am sure he would have 
said-"you mi'ght ·leave ,th'e things o,t ·tJhe field and the farm, and get away 
down the roa·d th.Blt leads to the far country, 'and ·see if Y'OIll cannot find him." 
A,re you doing ,that? If you are not, ·it 'is ,because you Me not talking to your 
Father 'about your 8Jbsent brother. 'I1alk to Him; and you will receive a com
mission from Him immediately. He will send you forth -to bring others to 
Christ. 'But, oh, the·tragedy of it! WitJhin not. very ma:ny minu'tes'. walk of 
th.L& pI-ace where now 1 s·pea.k, there are great churches representing great 
congregations and great wealth, In the aggregate i"epresen-t1,ng thousand:s oif 

.profe5Bi,ng 'Chr.fstf.an,s, where they hold: no ·prayer meetings. A church that does 
not pr!!-y! ... Th1!:l'k of it! .Oh, .the tragedy of it! No wonder souls are ~ot saved. 
W.hat 'Ilr-e we .dol'ng? . Shan we resolve that we will talk with Him day' ,by.day 
about the'-abseiii one, and 'be m'uch 'fn .prayer .f()lJ" :the salva:ti<}ll of the lost? . 
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Then, here was a young mam 'Who did absolutely nothing to bring his 
brother home. But, thank God, he came home. lBut he came home in spite of 
his elder brother, not because of him! Not one wo~d did he speak, not one 
act dId he 'pel'lform to brIng that ibrother -back again. Are you a church member? 
In every churClh you will find ~rea.t companIes of people who, from the first 
of January to the thirty-first of December, d,o no-thing to bring souls to Christ. 
I am afraId we have some in ,this chu-rch.--iSouls ·may !be saved. We thank Go·d 
we Ihave had hundreds of coil-versIons .. God vi-sits 'UI3 almost every day . ..,but 
they 'have come in spite of some peo·ple even yet, ·and not ·because they have 
gone out after .them. 'I wlllnt to press it ·upon your heart and con·science; 
and ask you, What are you d-oing to bring souls to Christ? 

And what Is moore, thIs you·ng man 'Was not there 'When it happened I iHave 
you noticed how some members co·ntrive to mIss all the miracles? They are 
never here when the ,thing occurs. lRead the ·stOTY of how tp.e fl8.ther saw hIm; 
and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him, anJi ,brought him in, and all the 
servants heard about it; and the house ·was soon 81blaze with light and resound· 
ing with mu-sic. There was musIc and dancing and overtiowing joy,~but the 
recond says, '"Now hIs elder son was In the ,field"! He was absent when the 
miracle happened-the thIng for which hIs father's house WR-S standing, and 
all the ·provisions of his father's table were waiting, took place, 'but he had no 
part In U. He was not even ·there when dt occurred! He was like a man I 
used to -know. At -the close o.f a :service lIke this h'e would come up -with his 
overcoat on hi·s arm, or 'perhaps ~ut it on, and say, "Pastor, you will excuse 
me, won't YOIU? I would like to ·stay, but I h·ave to get home to my wife". 
Sunday nIghts he was strangely anxious to get home to his wife-not other 
nights. And I ·am not sure that his wife was so' anxious for iMm to come home 
either. It was a very convenient excu~ :Miracles of grace happened in that 
church ('it was ·not this church) bn:t he would n·ot know anything about them, 
until a week or so after; he always mIssed them; he -was never there. 

I went Into a friend's house one night ,to 'h:ave ·supper after a meeting. 
We were sitting at the table; and I heard a little voice camng, "Mother." And 
my hostess saId, "You must go back to 'bed, Helen, It is time you were asleep." 
"But I ·can't sleep, Mother." "But you must go iback to bed." Then there was 
sIlence fur a minute or two, but soon we heard agiaIn, "·Mother." At last .the 
mother excused ;herself, saying, "I suppose I shall have to run up to her lady
shIp, and see what she wants." And she went up. Presently she came down 
smilIng; and her husband said', "And what did Helen want?" "Oh," she saId, 
"s.he wanted to ·know who is here; and wh'at we are havi-ng 'for supper, and 
whetlher anY'Qme Is teUing any stories, and whether there Is going to Ibe any 
music, and how long the guests are going to stay." And then .,ghe turned to me 
an·d saId, "You know, Helen is alway·s afraid: she may miss something." She 
wanted to h·ave her ~ull share of joy in her father's house. 

And I have seen some people lIke th-at in the dhurch ()f Christ, alw-ays 
afraid that something might hap~en-oh, no! not afraid-l'Blther eX'pectIng, 
saying in theIr hearts, '~Perhaps this is the night he will come home, and it 
would never do for me to :be ·albsent." 'For instance, some man comes Ihome 
from Ibu·siness some nIght; and as he Is a:bout to get ready for p'rayer-meetIng 
his wife says., "lMy dear, you h'ave !been very busy :to·d·ay; and you are Ured. 
You must -be careful of y.our health, you must n'ot overtax yourself." And he 
saY·s, "But I am afraid there won't be many there' to-night; it is a rough, 
stormy night. I have a feeling that the meeting will 'be especially good, and I 
belIeve there will 'be blessIng; and I feel the need of it. -I cannot afford to 'be 
absent. I know it is bad wea·ijhe-r, but I must go." And he goes. By and by he 
comes bome again; amd his wife sees a new light ·on his face, and knows that 
some 'Wonder-ful thing hIllS happened_ 'She inquires, "What sort of a meeting 
dId you have?" To which h·e -replies, "Oh, it was a wonderful meeting; not 
very many there. -Bu-t you have iheard me telling about HtUe Johnny ioll my 
class in Sunday School?" "Yes." "Well, you know I kave -invited hIm f·o'r 
months and months to come Ito prayer-meeting, and had almost given up ho-pe. 
t am alraid I had ceased to expect him. IBn:t when II went into the prayer
ni.e~tIng to-night, just inside the door was my little boy. And I sat down 

. beside him; and bad t/he unspea·mwble j DIY of seeIng that boy come to Christ 
to-nIght. Now he is saved!" And -I can ImagIne ~ears in h:is eyes as he says: 
"_I should never have ·forgiven myself if that 'had happened while I was away." 
Oh, how many people have ·been lifted ,Iuto heaven Itself 'because of their un
willingness Ito miss anyt/hingof the joy of ,the Father!s house! 
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I wish ;1 could talk to' you for a month or two on this subject. I ought to 
have ta·ken a series, perhBlPs; ·but you can work out ,the llrinciple ·for yourself, 
and it will 'be all the more valuable to you if you do you,r OW'D. thinking. 

1'1. 
We have here illustrated, secondly, THE POSSIDILITY OF THEBE ·BEING SEBVICE 

WITHOUT FELLOWSHIP. This man was not an ,idler; he was a most industrious 
man, for !h·e said, "These many years d·o I serve thee, neither transgressed I at 
any ,time they commandment." He ·never did anytMng wrolllg: he woas always 
Ibusy d'oing .that whIch was right; and it was service that needed to be done. 
But in the dOing of it he had missed the one thing that was uppermost in his 
father's mind! I fancy I 'see him comdng in ·from tbe ·field one day and teIling 
his father the ,prospects for the year, saying, 'perhaps, something like this: 
"We have never had such a year; the increase of the fiocks, and of the field is 
llhenomenal. .We have nQ ·room wjherein to bestow cur goods. We shall have , 
to pull down our 'barns and build greater." 'And his father would say, "I em 
,glad ,to hear it. Yeu have my authority to make what alteratic·ns you like; 
'build all the barns you need." And then he would lapse into silence. And I . ~ 
can see this elder SOlD. ,tal'k.ing with hims8llf and saying, "I dO' ·not understand .-. 
it: I allow myself .no recre·ation, I am working all the time, I give myself 
unsparingly to the promotion of my ·faJther's interests; 'but willen I OOIDe and tell 
him of ,the results of my labours, he merely acquiesces in my proposals. Be 
does ·not share my enthusiasms; but always has that far-away look in his eyes, 

. as though he were not at home at all, as though he were tlhinking 0Jf something 
else than of the things which .occupy my ,thoughot and energy." ,I fancy I hear 
him say,ing, "I don't understa.nd my f·ather," And be did not! He thought 
his father cared about the fiocks and liRe wheat, and all the increase 'Of the field; 
and entirely missed the great ,tru,th that his father lived for one thing only, 
and that was that his lost ·boy might come home again! 

Oh, that is the picture of the modern church. iService without fellowship! 
The church of Christ was never :busier than it is to-day. There is a kind of 
preaching that i8 a service without leZlowship. The fault of such modern 
preaching is not that it is not true, althoough there is much that is not true
'but the defect of much modern preaching is not in what it says, 'but dn what it 
leaves unsaid. Many a modern sermon is Ilke a non-stop express train-beund, 
presuma,bly, for glory, but U never stops to let a ·poor si,nner get on; or like 
some lli)a,ting ,palace out there at ancho~beau,tifully furnished, lighted, fitted 
with mighty engines, but no gang plank for anyone to get on board. I remem
ber a brotiher once sendIng me a sermon and :asking my opinion on it. And [ said, 
'.'It is all true, and all good so far as it goes; but it lacks one thing," And he 
said, "What ,fs that?" I said, "There is no blood in it; it lacks the yearning 
note of the cross; it lacks recognitioon of the fact that men are lost, and need 
to be brough,t home." And no preaching is worth while, my friends, that lacks 
that .. 

There is a kind 01 teaching which is service without fellowship. I think of 
the great army of .sunday ,Schoo,l teachers iIIl ·tlhis city, .bund·reds and thousands I 
of them, teaching ,thousands upon thousands of 'boys and girls. Teaching them 
what? Doing what? Well, teaching-teaching-teaching-but teachling willat? \ 
"Well, teaching the lesson." "Whe.t lesson?" "The scripture," You mean just 
the text of the lesson? 'Teaching the lesson! Oh, I have heard of teachers who 
spend their time on geography and chronology, and I don't know what else; and 
fail utterly to get to the central trwth of all; that ,this Boo·k is written to teach 
us that we ·lIIre sinners and that Christ is a. ,Sav.iour. 'And if you have not learned 
how to teach that, if you fail oin that, you will bave failed utterly. You·r busi· 
ness as a. teacher is to teach your scholars how to be saved. 

Ah, yes, we are giving our mc·ney to mIssions. ,Are we? What for? What 
for? What for? HaU 'Our mis·sionary societies, instead of sending fia.mi·ng 
evangelists to ·bring men to Christ, are Ibullding schools yonder in India and 

. China; and too often filling tlhem wi,th modernist teachers, spendI.ng thei'r 
strength in education. It is all good in its 1llace, providing it :is the right 60rt 
of education. 'But what is the use of 'buildIng a 'SchQol for a lot of dead people? 
The first ·business of the church Is to be God's instruments for the quJ.ckeni.ng 
of ·dead souls. That ds what God Is thLnkdng abou,t these days; that is ·wlhat He 
Is yearnIng over. 
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. There is much singing, too, that is service without fellowship. Oh, what 
splendid choirs we have! Don't you f.olks ,be offended now; I can say anything 
I like to you. But I used to have a choir !bere, that was supel'lb in its way. I 
thin·k It had not its equal in T()II"onto, at lea.st I never heard its equal, and I 
have been thrilled often by the music. 'But oh, for the note of the blood! 011., 
for the a:ppeal of the yearning heart to !bring lost sinners home! That is w!hy 
we sing these gospel hymns now; .that is why we had to sweep the whoole thing 
right out-not because we d-id not like fime musdc; but 'because we loved the 
souls of men more. 

There may ·be some people here representing otiher churches; an-d I want to 
tell you that the management of the affairs of the church sometimes is put into 
the hantZs of men who serve but who are out of fellowship. "Oh," they say, 
·~r. So-and .. So :Is a fine business man; and his business ·wbility ought to be at 
th.e disposal of the church." Does he come to prayer-meeting? "Oh, nlO! He 
does not come to prayer-meeting. He pro1ba:bly would go to a cll1'b or the theatre 
that night." Does he ever seek to win a losot sinner to Chri-st? "Oh, no; but he 
is a very excellent man, a man of sllai'nless charamer. and a fin-e business man, 
and I really othink we oug.h.t to put him on the firuance commdttee ·and get him to 
work." 'I had a finance commi>ttee like that once. I d·id! lit was a great finance 
committee too. We had to declare tJheir offices v·acant all dn clJle night. Now I 
want to ,pass this princi'Ple on to ·some of you and tell you this: I declare to 
yoU that if a man w·ere to come into this church wdth all the m-illions c,f Henry 
Ford-if he were n'ot walkdng wi.th the Lord, a spiritual man, abiding in 
Ch'rist-'SO far as I am concerned he should have no cffice in this dh,urch. There 
ought to ,be no place, ~n fact, there is no place in· ·any Christ1!11.1Jl church for a 
m·an who .is not waIklng with God·_ .I would rather have the financial affMrs of 
this church in .tJhe hands o.f cl'lOSl!1ing-s'Weepers and ·scavengers, who were spiri
tual men. tha.n I w()uld, have .them i.n the hand5 of multim.:i.UiQnadres who are 
out of felloo,wshf.p with GoOd, and who d'O mo.t share with Him His eager, wistful, 

· longing, look tow.ard .the llar country. 
Ana you ushers, what is your business' To show people into a seat? Oh, 

no! To us·her souls into the g.ates .of pearl! That ds you·r 'bUSiness. No m®tter 
what your office i.s that is the one business for which a church eXiist&-to be ,f·n 
fellowshdp with God, and 'bring lost souls to Christ. 

Now they have substituted what they call "S·ocial :Service" for evangelism, 
the uplifting of the masses for the salvation of ·tJh·e ·~ndivldual. But that is not 
God's way! My quarrel wdth the programme of the average modern church is 
this, That it is spentZing all its energies in an attempt-now mark what. I say
if! an attempt to get the proaigal a better ;ob in the far country. They are 
gOing to pave .the streets of ·the far cOoUntry; they are going to build better 
houses in the far country; they are go.ing to build sch.ools and unlvereities
especially undversloties-in ·the far country. ,Most of them !belong there now
adays. They are going to institute all kinds of reforms -in the far c(]1untry
but leave the proddg-al tJhere! 'But .that 1s no.t our 'busi.ness. 

·Someone will s·ay, "Don't you -believe in Social Service?" Yes! That peor, 
rigged 'Proddgal nee·ded a new co·Blt-and he go·t Lt: ",Bring forth the ,best rO'be 
and put it on him." 'But be had to come home to get It! And he needed a 
padr of new S/hoes-an-d he got them. "Put shoes on his feet." But he had to 
come home to get them! And he needed a few luxuries ,besid·e-and he golf: 
them: "Put a ri.ng on his hand." ;Bu.t he had to come -home to get it! And he 
needed a good square meal, a feast, a. oonquet-and he was given it. But he had 
to come ·home to get it! The primary tbing is to bring tihe indivIdual soul to 
Christ, then other things will he all settled,-the 'best rOlbe, and tJhe shoes, and 
'the ring. and the feast, and all the merriment W11ll follow. And when the church 
reverses th·at programme it ·reverses God's ·programme, and .the ·blessing of the 
Lord is bound to depart. 

III. 
And now, especially for il:-he young people who are 'here, let me say this is 

the story of one wh,o was a.n heir-but he wa·s not Ih·appy: HEmSHIP WITHOut 
· HAPPINESS.· He was one of the ·molSt mlseralble ·men in the world. And that is 
what .they say 'about .the young peo.ple nowa·days, that it is a great pro!blem how 
to entertadn tJhe young people. I was in New York some m-onths ago; and I 

.. was interViewed by a reporter from one of tJhe papers, I think it was the New 
· York World. 'l1le reporter was a young lady. And she sadd, "I understand, 
Mr. Shields, you do not go to the theatre?" I saId, "No, I am too busy for one 
tl!.-lng, and my Inclination does not lea4 me in :that di.rection." "Well," she 841d, 
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"your life must 'be very dull." CGntinUoing, she said, "You dOOl't .play cards, I 
presume?" "No," I said, "I have other thi-ngs to occu·py my t1me o&;nd my hands." 
"Oh," Blhe' &a;id" "'I wonder what y·oIU d,o for a little diversi-olll sometimes?" And 
then ·with an ap'Glogetic smile, she said, "Of c{)urse, you don't dance?" "Well," I 
said, "not your kInd of ·dancing." Then she wd, "How in the world do you 
live?'; W1hat a complimen.t to the .people of this age, that life is to consist in 
such frivolity! I saw, or heard, last week of our g.o·od friend Rader's deflni·bion 
of a fla·pper. You he·ard it, perhaps. I have hard'ly seen any in this city, but I 
saw ~me this morruing just flapping along. {8'rotJher Rader said a flapper was 
Uke a .bu·ngalow with a painted· fr.o,nt, a '9hingled back, and no attic. Well, 
·people who ,find their pleasures -in :tJhese attractions, I am afraid, strongly Ire
semble ·that bungalow. 

There was a great reLigious assemljJly in this city 'II. few years ago, ·when 
presidents ,of universities, professors, doctors of diVinity, and pastors of churcheS, 
and missi{)naries, were here from aU ·o,ver the world; and they ·spent one whole 
day discussing the question, Wihat should ,be ·the atUtude of ·the church toward 
amusements? I s'aid at the time, and I repeat 'it now, one mIght suppose the 
great question facing ltJhe ilJloGd.·boug·ht church of Christ is, What sort of a 
rattle shan we ,buy for the 'baby? As though we were saved fOlr ·that purpose,
to compete with the denizens o·f Hollywood! 

Now, lIllY friends, it is for us .to learn tlhe secret of joy ·in our FlItther's 
house. -But here is a picture: "Lo, these mlltny years do I serve thee, neither 
transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet ·th.o.u never gavest me 
a kid, that I m-ight make merry with my friends." 'Someone may say, "I never 
had a good time: I am religious, I am very .religious; ·1 am working all the 
time, ·but I am very unhappy. :1 have never had: a good ti.me." And that 4s the 
caSe; and 'because of ·tJhlat, lacki-ng the one thing for which a church exists, you 
flnd the elder brother in the thea.tre and elsewhere, finding hi·s pleasures in 
some other quarter than where he ought ·to find them. 

"And as he came and' drew ·nigh ·to the hous'e, he 'heard music ·and dancing." 
I can see him as he comes and hears something .he had ·not heard !before: a new 
kind' of music and d·ancing. "Ah," ,but you say, "I thought yo(),U did no.t approve of 
dancing?" Qh, yes, there ~s no iharm in th'is kind of d'ancing, the kind o,f danc
i·ng that DavId did. before the ·ark. I remember being with an old friend of 
mine who was past sixty years of age. We bad just come from a great meeting. 
We got home p·ast mddnight; and I can see him now waLking up an·d down in 
his study, as he said, "Bro.ther, I don't want to go to heaven yet if the LOlrd wUI 
let me stay here ,ilor ·a l>ittle whUe, f.or thds is heaven to me." And he danced 
that night! He was well past sixty, 'but he danced as lightly as lit young ·roe, 
back and ,forth, full of joy-because sinners had Ibeen saved. 

IEveryo.ne was Ughthearted, except the elder son, in the father's house 
that day. Here is a text for some olf you preachers: "And he called one of .the 
serv·imts, and asked him what these things meant." A son had to humble 
himself to a,sk a servant ·to ·introd·uce hIm to the secret of joy in his father's 
liouse! He did not like ,thlltt kind of music: he Uked classdcal music; you 
could not please hIm. ''OJ.aseiool music"! ·Some da,y I must try and· work out 
a deflnition for that term "classical." Cloassical music 'generally means some
thing only the si·ngers understand-and no one enjoys. He was ·a ·m1llIl who did 
not want the neigh'bours ,to k.n{lW he had a .naughty brother; he was so respect· 
abie. I have ,tried to flnd an e~planation of some things I have seen .in the ldves 
of certain types of iI·eople who say they are Qh.ristians. Here is a man who is 
saved, but who has no passion fOIl" .the sal·vati.on of others, who has no desire 
for the lost, to bring them to ·Ch.ris.t; but is just as cold and dead as a stone. 
How can we explain that ma.n? TMs scripture explains him: "Add to your faith 
v,irtue; and to vIrtue knowled'ge; a.!Il.,d to kn.ow.ledge temperance; and to tem
perance patience; and to patience go.dUness; and to godliness .brotherly kind
ness; and to Ibr·Ottherly kindness QnarIty. For 4-f these things ·be In you, and 
abound, they make you ·that ye s·hall neither be iba;rren no·r unfruitful i·n the 
knowledge of our L,ord Jesus Chr.ist. But he ,that lacketh these .thlngs is 
bUnd. and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from ·his 
old sins." . . 

"'When he was yet a great 'Way off, his fat'ber saw ·Mm." !But the son could 
not; he "had forgotten that he was purged fr·om his oLd sins." There are sonie 
church members who seem to say, 'IPlease don't ·tell anyone I needed to be 
converted; I h~ve 'become very ·respecalble. <I don't want any.one to know that 
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I eve.r was ,in a far countr,y." Yes; some professed 'Chr,istians seem to have 
forgotten the happy day when Jesus W'aSlhed ,their sins ·away. Then "came his 
1la.ther out, and ,intreated him" and said, "Come roto fellowship with me." Let 
us get ,back to the cross, and to the yeami,ng heart of God, and to commundon 
witlh Hi,m,. His f'ather came out 8IIld "in,treated him". It is God.'s call to"'liay. He 
in:tTea,ts us to understand! the Cross, t'O ,recog,ndze ,that Hlis supreme ,purpose in 
,this day and d'ispensation ,is to seek and to save that wlhdCh was lost. Shia!ll we 
not yield to ·the diiv'ine oi-ntreaty? 

"And he was angry, and would not go in." That Is .the Baptist deacon who 
does not believe in evangelistic meetings. 'Thank God, we have no suQh deaCOIl6 
here. Many a br,oken.hearted pastor 'has sald to me, "My deacons don't care 
about the salvation of souls. If I propose to JIlJWke a special effort to bring 
souls to ,Christ, they will not stand wi,th me; ·and if I can the 'help of an evan
geIist, they wdll not attend the meetings." 

"He was angry, a.nd' would not go in: therefore came hiis father out and 
intreated ih'im." Wihe.t was the trouble? iDo you !believe you can 'be happy lIB 
a Oh,tistian? Do you ,not believe there is enough in Chrdst to SBltisfy you? lAnd 
his father said, ',gon, thou a,rt ever with me, and all that I 'have is ,thine. You 
m.ight harve hoBld a fea'st at any time; and, if Y'OIU have never Ihl!lid a time of merry
ma.king wi,~b, your friends, dt is ,because you have ,provided yourself w.ith n'O 
occasion fOT merryma,king. You never have ,been so ,fun of joy ,that you wanted 
to s'hare ;it with ano,ther; you have made no o.ccas'ion of joy; you have missed 
that altogether. iJt was meet that we should make merry, 'and ,be glad: ,f'or this 
thy ,brother was dead', and' is aJlj.ve agaIn; and was lost, and ,is found." "This 
thy !brother"-"No, ;no! Not my 'brother! Thy s{m;-not my brother-thy 
eo-n, whIch hatlb. devoured thy 'ld,Vling with harlot,s, ,thou hast klllled the fatted 
calf for him". "iNo," said the ·tiather, "tMs ,is thy Ibrotlher!" "Not my brother! 
thy son!" And:it was as though his father ,had sa,'id, "You will never get -inside 
the eir·cle until Y'O'1l oall IMm Y'Our ;brother. Th.is ,tlh3t ;brotJhe!'---lthy brother, thy 
BROTHER-was dead!, and is alive ag.ruin; 'and 'Was ,Lost, and is found." 

A man was gOing down tlh'e street i'n a certain clty one cMIl Novemlber day. 
The w'ind was blowing and the rain was f'ruHiong. lAs he hurried along under the 
cover of his umobrel,la, he espded in a doo,rway a Little waif of -the street, ,trying 
·to find shelter from the wdnd and rain. iMoved with comPf!.SsiO'll, like his 
Master, he stopped; and the~e the little fellow stood, pulling his tfu1n coat 81bout 
him, his elbows through' his 'sleeves. And as he ,looked a,t his 'feet, he 'saw his 
J.ittle toes peeping throug!h bis 'worn shoes; 'beneatlh' his ragged coat there was ;no 
shir:t,-he was a picture of ,human want and wretchedoness! ,A.nd the kind
hearted m'an said, "Laddie, you llo.ok very hungry." "II mIl, sir." "And you are 
cold?" "Very COld, sir." lAnd 'he SSlid to Mm, "Come wilth me and I will get 
you something to eat." Then be took ,tJhe Ittrt.le fel'low iby the hand, and they 
went -to t'he 'best restaurant he coulU find, a·rid ordered the 'best dLnne,r the house 
could ·provide. 'l'he appetizi,ng dishes were SGon spread ,before them. 'J.'ohe HUle 
fellow looked shy a,nd made no motion to eat. The man &ald', ''[.ad·die, ,that ,is 

. all for you; I want you to h'ave a good' d'ionner." !But still he lIlesi,tated. And 
the man said, "n is for you, eat it, o'r dt wdU get cold." And he conUnued to 
press him,: "I thought you sadd you were hungry. Don't you Uke wha.t is there?" 
"Oh, yes, sir!" He had never seen such a dinner -i'll 'his life excep.t ,th'rough a 
wIndow when seeing ·otfuer 'people .comfor.t!llbly sea,ted at thel,r tables. Tbe good 
man sald', "If :that Is 'what you <Uke, and you ,are hungry, w,hy don':t y,o.u eat?" 
Still the 'boy refused to begjn. And Jliis friend said, "Come ,now, ,there .is·some
thing the matter here, and 'I want you .to teU me what it is." He was a manly 
li,ttle fellow; 'but Ii,n spite of his attempt at self-con·trol, tears escaped and ran 
dow,n his cheeks. His benefaotor S8Jid, "Tell me now just what Is the matter." 
"Well, &i,r, Billy, tha,t's my dhum, he's 'Outside, and he ,a:i.n"t got no dInner; I 
cowldn',t eat Ws without Mm; he wouldn't ea,t it wdtho\llt me." "'WeH," said ,the 
man, "would YCIU lioke to :br,ing BHly dn?" "May I?" "Yes." "Like a shot he WIIB 
gone. After !being absent a short time, he came back again, leading another 
boy ,by ,the ,hail,d-just as 'hung:ry, just 'as cold" just as much ;f.n ;need'. And he 
wa,s placed on the otiher side of ,the ,table, and a second dli-nner was brought; 
·and. soon they were O'bUviGUS to a:ll th'eir surroundmgs, 'and lcst in the enjoy-
ment of the feast. . . , 
. Shalll I tell you why.some peo,ple don't enjcy their Chr,istian Ute? It illl 
becau,se 'in the .very ·nature ,of the case you cannot enjoy ;the religion of Christ 
alOJie. 'it must !be shared; Ancl if you uk me to g:ive yoU' the phllo6oplhy of .. ... _. . _.... 



-10 THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

the gospel'i'n a sentence, it jos this: That my ,Lord Jesus HImself, U I may 
reverently say so, could .n·ot enj.oy .the glory and leave "BiU~" outsdde. 

"For though here Ibelow, 'mid sorrow and woe, 
·My place is in heaven wdfJh Jesus, 1 knOtW. 
A'Ild ·tMs I shall :find, for such ds His mind, 
He'n not 'be in glory and leave me 'be'h~nd." 

He could not eRjQY 1Jb.e glory if I were not there. !He really could not! That ·is 
why He ·died. Praise the Lord! [am. going to ·be -there someday. 

Is there an unoonverted one here to..rught? You have .been sitting ,back 
. there and .saying, "Well, si·r, ,I think YOM have described the ohurch; I think i·t 
'is full of elder .brotheros; an •. that Is w1hy I 81m 1Il0t a Chl"istian." iWell, my 
frlend's, I ·plead guUty In :behalf of all my !brothers and Mste·rs in the churah. 
We have ·no.t been as eal"llA!&t, as faith'ful, as lovi.ng as we ouglht to have been. 
But if .you do not come for o.thers' SIIlkes, wdU you not come for the Thtber's 
sake? He wants you, .a.nd Lf the churches have fai.led·, the Lord Jesus ha.s not 
fa,iled: He ds ·tille same, yesteroay, to-day and ·forever." I beseech yo.u to come 
to Christ to·nigkt! Then joln with iU~ and' !help liS to <prove to the world that 
the very joy of heaven cons1S1tS ,j·n see'i.ng sinners sa:ved. 

EDITORIAL 
"HALLELUJAH'" 

The length of ·this week's sermon great'1y reduces' ·~he space left for other 
matter. We must ther.efore beg the indulgence of our many readers who live 
b'eyond ·the bounds of our Jarvis Street members'hip, while we tell once again 
the story of tlte good hand of our God upon us. We believe it is glorifying to 
God to publish -the news of the triumphs o·f the gospel everywhere; and we 
see no reason why we IShould refrain from pu'blishing it when we have t-he 
joy of witne!lsing it in our own church. 

LaM week we held three great fellowship meetings; and it is in ord·er to 
;give a background to our record of :bles'sing there experienced that we give 
the figures of ,our increase for the last t·hr-ee yeal1S. We ·give t-he figures in 
order to show something of the difficulties and' res.ponsibilities of a rapidly 
growing church. At our Ann,ual Meetin&, of April, 1921. covering the period 
April 1st, 1920, to March 31st, 1921, we reported a membership o'f 1,103. It 
was at tha·t meeting the fil1St battle was fought in the :six months' war to 
terminate t·he present .pastorate. The issue was decided on September 21st, 
1921. The following table will s'how the increase in membership .to date: 

By Letter By Experience By Baptism Tetal 

1921-22 ................... 68 61 90 219 
1922-23 ................... 40 26 116 182 
1923~24 ................... 72 59 253 384 
1924-25 (to January) 57 46 266 369 

--
237 192 725 1154 

From the ahove it will be seen that our total increase .for the three years 
'and ten months has been 1,154,-which. added to the 1,103 as of April, 1921, 
makes a tota1,of 2,257. In the period un~er ·review we have lost: By erasure, 
39; ·by dea~h, 43; by letter, 554-a total of 636. This number deducted from ,the 
total of 2,257, leaves ·our present membership 1,621. It should ,be noted that of 
the 554 :lost by leUer. 341 were d·ismissed to form another church, leaving a 
t.,tal ordinary :Ios,s ·£or the four years of 295, as compared with a loss ·of 293 

·for tohe preceding four years (1918-1921). . 
The present membership of Jarvis Street Church is the largest Baptist 

·memberS.hip in the Dominion. Such a rapid increase in membe·rs·hip carries 
with it great difficulties. -It becomes a great prooblem to know how to shepherd 
the sheep and the lambs O'f t'he flock. With his many public duties, it is im
possible For the Pastor to visit except in special and urgent cases, and that, 
when he is sent for. Our .three ,great weekly praYfir meetings, which have 
continued 'no~· since Ja~uary, 192], 'have ·d·one much- to meet the church's need,. 
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But it occurred to us t'hat we might take ,one week for special fellowship meet
ings. Two o·f the meetings last week were held in the auditorium,' Tuesd.ay 'and 
Thursday. At eaoh meeting a census was taken o,f those present. . Something 
over nine ·hundred -and filfty cards were signed; the actual _attendance at t·lie 
three m~~,tings must have ~x.ceed'ed a thousand, be~aus'e' !O.any· were' pr~s~n.t 
who did not sign car.ds. '. 

The card's show that ·more .than fifty per cent. ·of the residen·t membership 
of the c,hurch were in actual att'endance at one or more of the prayer' meetings 
last week. While time was given to prayer. the meetings were chiefly -given 
~ver to testimony; the object being to give 'opportunity for t.he members to 
tell each .other of ,their spiritual state. At the three meetings .there .coul.d not 
have been less than five hundred testimonies given; we are inclined ,t-o helieve 
t-h.ere ·were many more. . .. 

The Saturday night meeting was the smallest of the three, the actual 
at·tendance being exa!=tly two hundred. But it was a wonderful meeting! it 
was one 'of the finest examples of the unity of the Spirit we have ever seen. 
We heard' ,from members of the church who had come from neat:ly ever.y 
denomination: but who, by the -study of the Word of God, had beeJ,1 led to see 
their duty to ·be ,buried with ·Christ by baptism; so that we had an example of 
genuine "church uni'on" on t-he only basis upon which a spiritual union can be 
realized-which is obedience to the Word of God. 

The members of the church who did not attend either of the services, and 
who did not write, will be visited, with a vi'ew ,to a careful revision of the 
chu-rch roll. It is .con-fidently expected thaot the Communion Service on the 
evening of February 1st will be the .largest ever known in Jarvis Street. 

We pass on to 'our readers t,he sug.gestion of a week of fellowship meet
ings, to .give the membership of the church an opportunity to give an account 
of itsdf. We are inclined to believe that this' should be 'repeated at least three 
or four times a year; and' that the members ,who are not heard from should 
then be visited. In this way it may be possible to conserve much of that 
which ,otherwise would be lost. One thing is certain: the meetings of la.st 
week went far to .~how. t-ha t the work in Jarvis Street is of the Lord. 

tEbe mtbole Jjtble ~unbap ~tbool 1L.e~~on (fCour~e 
.. 1--.essoJ,1 LX~. February l;st •. 1.925. 

RESTORATION O'FTHE 'LAW.-Nehemiah, chapters 8-13. 

I. Reading the Word of the Lord. 
1. Even the law of Moses was so a.ttracti.ve ,that .the people gat,hered to

g.ether as one man to hear it r'ead. Wherever there is a .true revival. there will 
be kindled an interest in the Word of God. 2. If ,the law of Moses was attrac
'tive, how much mO're the full revelation of the grace of God in Christ. There 
.is no :book in the world so int·erest-ing as the Bib.1e. 3. The Law was for every
-body that 'could hear with understanding, not fo·r s'cribes and priests alone 
(chap. 8: 2). So ,the Bible should be in the hands of aU the people. 4. T'h'e 
people listened from the morning until mid-day, while ,the Wot:d of God was 
read. What would people of our day say if it were even proposed that they 
should listen to t-he readi'ng of Scripture ,for half a day I But when there' is 
a' passion for a kriowled,ge o'f the will of God, there will be at,tention to .t~e 
Word o.f God (chap. 8: 3). 5. There was great reverence for the Law:' when 
Ezra opened the 'book "all the people stood up". It is important to teach 
children reverence (chap. 8: 5). 6. T·he people gaV'e audible and visible appro
val, saying "Amen I" and li'fting up their hands (chap. 8: 6). Some people 
would be less disturbed by congregational responses ,to ,the preached word if 
.they knew t,heir Bibles better; nor would they object to people being asked 
to lift up their hands' or stand upon their feet. signifying their surrender ,to 
Christ. 7. Ezra 'read in' ,the Law of God .. distinctly and gave the .sense, and 
caused them to understand the reading (c·hap. 8: 8). There is need for'-the 
:exposition of Scripture: we should give the sense and cause the .p.eop.le: 'to 
und·erstand; 'but there is a place for the practice of reading the Word of' God 
distinctly. 8. The people were ,told not to··be sad but joyous on hearing the 
\Vord. The Lord Himself said He had spoken certain commandments that 
our joy might ,be .full. 9. There was a special reading o.t. th,e Law. ':'9¥1" t~.e 
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second day for the leaders of the people (chap. 8: 13). Every true disciple 
of Christ should study t-he Word of God; but a very special obligation rests 
upon ,those who are called to Ibe teachers, to know what God has said. 10. 
T·hey <;lid what was found written in the Law: "If ye know these things, 'happy 
are Ye·.if ye do them" (chap. 8: 13-17). 11. The people continued their study 
daily with gladness (chap. 8: 17, 18). To those who 'study the Bible but a 
little, it may seem dry; bu·t to those who study it much, it :becomes a well o·f joy. 
II. Further Study of the Word (Chapter 9: 1-3). 

1. T'hey studied the Word a fourth of' a day, and a. fourth of a day they 
con.fessed. It would take us longer to confess our ·sins if only ·we spent longer 
before God, allowing Him, through His Word. to reveal ,them. 2. Their study 
of the Word led them to stand up and praise the Lord. God's praise should 
he the continual occupation of His pe·ople. There is a pla·ce for petition in 
our prayers; but there should be a very 'large place for praise. 3. They found 
occasion fo·r 'praise in studying t-he record o,f God's wol'~ (chap. 9: 5-38). 
Thus believing study of the Word always leads .to thanks.giving and praise. 
4. They made a covenant with the Lord that they would do according to His 
commandments (chap. 9: 38). There follows in the tenth cha'pter a list o~ 
those who sealed the covenant. 5. In ,the eleventh chapter we are told the 
people were settled in the land by lot. God has determined the times before . 
appointed, and the b'!und·s o'f our habitation. 
III. Still More Study of the Word (,Chapter 13). 

1. They wound something in the Law this time they ha·d not seen be·fore. 
So will it always be with t·hose who >study' the W·ord. 2. That. somethin,g 
required a greater degree of separation. 'r.hose who boast of perfection have 
read the Word bu·t little. If they read it more, they would see there were still 
some Ammonites and Moabites aibout them which ought to be put away. 3. 
They found the house of the Lord polluted, and in need of cleansing (chap. 
13: 4-9). Though the ·house had been so r!!cently built, it was soon polluted. 
If we would be clean we must be continually cleansed. 4. Nehemiah discovered 
that 'the Levites had be·en neglected, and their ,portion had not been given 
them. We are to render to every man his due. Some churches might be 
expected to have a revival if they would pay their pastors' salaries. 5. It was 
discovered that the Sabbath WaJS being broken; and Nehemiah admonished 
them in respect to this matter. 6. He discovered also that the curse of mixed 
marriages had once again come upon them; and it ·had the effect of corrupting 
even the language o'f the people. 

LAST SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 
T·he attendance at Bible Schoo,l last Sunday morning was nine hundred 

. and twenty-seven, 'including three hundred and seventeen in the Pastor's class. 
At the morning service, there was a great congrega.tion which almost filled the 
entire church. Several res'ponded to the invitation. In the evening the church 
was packed to the utmost capacity. with many standing. Thir,teen responded 
to the invitation, among them, one complete .family-father and mother ana 
daughter. Fifteen were baptized on Sunday and fiv·e on Tuesd·ay evening. A 
large number will be bapfized Sunday evening, February 1st. 

T·he Pastor's sermon on "Church Uni.on", preached last Sunday evening, 
will appear in the next issue of The Witness. . 

PAUL RADER IN JARVIS STREET. 
During the Pastor's absence in Chicago, his .place will be taken by Mr. 

Paul Rader, of Chicago. He will teach the Past·or's class Sunday morning and 
preach at eleven o'clock; and at Massey Hall at 6.15 and Jarvis Street at eight 
o'clock in the ·evening. Massey Hall doors will be open at 5.30 and service wiH 
begin at 6.15. Jarvis Street d.oors will be open at 6.15; prayer and praise ser
vice will begin ·at seven o'clock; Mr. Rader is expected to. arrive at Jarvis 
Street at about eight o'dock. Sunday morning the auditorium doors will be 
closed from ten o'clock to 10.40 f.or the ',teaching o,f the "lesson. The School 
will meet at 9.30 instead of 9.45, iind classes will adjourn at 10.3.Q. so that the 
Schoo.l .may ta~e its place in the auditorium before the doors are opened to 
the general. p~blic. '. '.. ~ 


