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, . 
"THERE'S NO .P:LACE LIKE .HOM!!;." .,' 

(The Seventh Sermon in a series on "The Adven.tures of a Mod,ern Yo~ng,Man.~'), 
A Sernion by thte Pastor; 

Preached fri Jarvis Str,eet Church, Toronto, Sunday E'vening, J'ailUary: 4, ,1925. 
, . ' (Stenographically reported) , , ." 

. "And he arose, and' came to his father. Ii~t when he ~a5' yet 'a great' way off" 
his father saw' him, and 'had compassion, and 'ran, and fell on his neck, 'and kissed hin •. 

, "And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in, thy 
sight, and am no more, worthy to be called thy son. , . ., " , ,'" 
, , "But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best 'robe, aDd, put it on, 
,him;, and put a rin\{ on his hand, and shoes on his feet: ", 

,'. " "And bring hither the fatted calf, and, kill it; and let us eat, and be' 'merry: ' . 
, "For this my son was dead, and is alive again: he was lost, and is' found .. .And ': . 

they began to be merry. "-Luke 15: 20,24. .. , "" .. -- ".." 

II
' OME time ago I' spoke in several places on, the latter p,art 'o.f"this 

, , parable-the prodigal's brother. Arid some good friends,'a numbel"~ 
of ,them, ·havre wan·ted that address in prin.t., ,So, to com'plete, our 

. s,eries, I will speak on thart subject neXit Sunday evening, in order 
that i·t may follow' this ~ermon in' T1J,e Gospf,1I, Witness. 

I received a' .letter yesterday, from a French' pastor in Switzer
land, saying, "We are enjoyi-ng tHe prodigal series 'very much"; anothe·r from 
a French pa&tor in Fr~nc;e; and another ~,etrter -from, the edi,tor -of a great 
journail in Eng.1and, a~king permission' to reprint'The Witness sermons occa
,siona,lIy. I should like, ,t'hereofore" to prut"ill'to this eve.ni11og'·s mes'sage, a word of 
greeting to the bhol1sands o'f readers whom we never. ,s'ee; and send to them 
YOllf b:~s.t' Wi9h~s,' ~ith ~ine; that' ,this year'may be to them in the tru~st sense, 
a ,"N ey-i Y.e'ar"~fiUed with the 'ha,ppiness tha.t. comes 'froni ' a consciousness 'of ' 

, the 'divine favour. I s'hould ,like to send: this '111e'ssa!ge arso ,to out ,readers' i'l'i' 
every provi~ce i~' C~nada, and to pra<;tically, every 'state' i,l the ,pI'!ion, 'arid t'61 

Mexico, and :New Zealand; and' AU'stnilia,: to France, and Switzerland; and Great 
Bri;tiin;',t'o:the numb'er of reade~s we' noW'haVC'in ireland, :tU'd' to our mis~iQnarY
read'ers in Ohioo. and in India,. Som,e of our 'friends' 'have wHit~Ii':iuici: s~ia,:
"Vvh¢Q~ wl!i,' lire ',servirtg' in isolated' di$t:ricts', where :l,here: 'ate''':few peoPJ'el: the, 
atIUo8~here' of a, great congregati~~, co-tries :to 'us,:iri 'r'h~ Witnes-s.aIld,we rejoi~e': ' 

.:; '. - . ... ~ ... .. 
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· in: wor-shipping: .with . you." . And I· want ,them to' kn·ow through ·the· sreno
'graphic' repcirf of· this service, thaLwe think of. them,' and· pray fol" them-as 
we do at all ({ur services. 

This evening I ·shall bring to a conclusion our study of this story' of the 
· prodigal, and ·try, .. I can only try-for no one can adequately describe ,the 
experiences 0.£ a soul's coming 'home-but I shall ,try to t-ell you what awaits 
the returning prodigal when he comes 'back to ·his ·father's house. We ,have 
seen him gaining his own independence, and exercis-ing it by g9ing into the far 
country; squandering his fortune and oh-taining nothing in return; discovering 
he was out of place in that far-distant land; and coming at aast ,to himself. 
Last Sunday we saw 'him putting into effect his resolution: "He arose and 
came to Ihis father." . 

I . . 
And 'what after tha.t? Observe How DIVINE GRACE ;MEETS THE 'SiNNER'S 

SURRENDERED Wn.L. "He arose 'and came to his fat'her"; 'but when 'he had done 
his u'tmost, he was still "a great way off". The utmost pO'W1er of the human 
will does not car·ry us ",ery .far on ,the 'Way home. All that a man can do ,to 
make hims·elf acceptable to God leaves· him "yet a great way off." He has no 
fitnes,s wha.tever ·to co·me into the Falt-her',s ,presence; n'o'r has 'he s·trengt'h 4n 
,himself ,for .the long jou~ney. When men have done all ,t·ha..t t,hey can do, they 
are . "Y'et a great way off." "Beha,ld," said Naaman, "I thou8'ht tliat"th-e prop'het 
i.vould come out." But when Naaman "had done' aU his thinking, he was "yet 
a great way off" froIn God~s way of cleansing a leper. By the foolishne's's of 
preaching it has pleased God to .save ,them Ithat believe; but the world by 
wisdom is "yet a great way off" from God: "As the IheaVlens are higher than 
the ear·th, so 'are .my ways higher than your ways, and.·my. thou'ghts' than your 
thoughts." The Psalmis,t was wis:er than Na..aman when he said, "I ,hate vain 
though,t." And ·the··.word ~'va·i·n" in our version' is in italics. It is not in the 
orginal. .What the Psalmist realiy said wa·~, "I 'hate thougMs, but bhy law do 
I love/'-The thought of God, the Word of God, the will of God, ·the. way of 
God-"I love tha.t"-s,aid he. 

"He was yet a gr·eat way off." And some of you las.t· Sund'ay night made 
.uP your minds to come home. T4e words of that hymn that the choir sang, 
per.ha;ps,· ,have .been in your mind all the 'Week: 

. -;." 

"Out in the wilderness wild and drear, 
Sadly I've wandered for many a year, 

. Driven by hunger' and filled with fear: 
. . I wjU arise and. go: .. 

Backward with .sorrow my steps to ,trace 
Seeking. my heavenly F'atlber's face, 
WiJ.ling ·to ,take but a servant's place, ' .. 

I wiill 'arise and g,o." 

i~d yo.1i ili·O.~ght y~~' 'did aris.e; ~nd you started for t"he Father's ,house. Yet 
yoii.fC1?:ridyouiself "a gl"ea:t way off." Oh. let us compiete .the.s.tory: "W,hile 
he was ye.t a gr:eat wa,y 'off ·his father saw ·him." "Tlbou undersltande&t," said 
the Ps'aliiiist, "my thought afar .off:"· .. God understands our t·hinking: our 

· seeking after Him, -the measure of our·des:ite. the ·stre·ng.th· ot our.r.esolution,· 
· an.4 .'the .limita.tion·s of our·: own p'owers; a.t¥l.' w,hile we 'are '~~yei 'a . great··:~ay:· 
· ~Jf/"}l,~: ·se~~·. US", , .. ' ;; >.': .:. ..... .::: ." .. '. . '. ':'" .... :' >_ .. ::; '. ;:--:~ 
· "~ . NQw;:.if I:wer,e·.tQ .. ~i~ doW~~ to .tal1!: .. t.o y.Q~:thi!! ·eye·i1i~g,. t.o ... e~quil'e· .. as· to 
:y.~~r.:.spi!-"itua·I .. -s.\a,te, .. I· "ShRt,ild· ba,ve t~ .. ·Hsten .~o -w.hat .. yo.u .. 'have )to .sat;·· .. :a.u't· 
"'·hen you meet wi.th God, you 'have not. to ten Him anything, for He. se~s t,he 
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. end. fr~~ th~ ·I;l~ginp.i!lg,;. H..e i<1l9ws. Jl;t~ riJ'oqgp:ts a.t!Q.·,th~jp.-te?t.l! .oUhe ··1te~~t. 
AI!(L~ .re:m:ind you ..... J;Ily::br9:th:er,::th,~.t as"yo.!l::tur!l . .Y9)U fac~ ,~ow.ard: GRQ,·: you 
are turning toward One o,f Whom it is written, "All .. thing~ ar~ mike9' 1!;ld 
opened urito the eyes of him with whom we have to do." From Him no .sec·rets 
arc ·hid. Hlessed be His name! He knows when a po.or sinner wants to' come 
·home . and ca:nnot; He knows when a poor sinne~ wants to ·be delivered' from 
the bond'age of corruption, and: :i!;l crying, out, "0 wreched man t'ha't I am! 
who shall' deliver me from .the body o:f bhis death?" "When he was yet a 
gre31t way off, 'his falbher saw hLm"; and He und·erstand·s us to-night. And' he 
inet him in tbe way! Grace d'oe.s not wait to manifest its power until we get 
to heaven. . , 

How many religious people there are who .say, "It is presumptuous, sir, 
for any man to s'ay, 'I am saved'!' How can we know it until we actually get 
to ,the glory? I .have s~arted in the way; I am resolved to continue my course; 
and by and by I hope to see-(.that is wha't othe Me1:Jho.d.j·sts used to say, I 
don't k.n.ow whethe'r ·or nOlt they ,say it now-but they used .to .s'ay ·it) I hope to 
sec ·the end of a' praying life." As ,though :this seeking after God were an 
experiment; and that we could never he really sure of sa~va:tion, unt.j! we· get 
yonder wdthin t·he gates of peart. But mark this, will you? . "His father saw 
him, and ·had cOll).passion, and ran." - He did not wait ·for ,him to come all. the 
way, but met ·him·in ,the way. .What is tlhe gospel? "The righ~eousnes'S which 
·is of faith spe~ke~h on thi!l .wise, Say no,~. in thine 'heart, Who· s·hall .. ·ascend into 
heaven (t.hat· is; to bring Christ down from above:)' Or, Wlho s'hall c;les~eI1d 
into ·uhe deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from .t·he dead) .. But wh~t 
5aith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart:: that .is, 
the word of faith, which we preaoh; ItbM if ,uhou shalt confess with thy. mouth 
the Lord Jesus-or, Jesus as Lord~and sha,.1.t believe ,1n thine 'heart that God 
bath .raised him' from the dead, tho'll shaH be sa:ved·." Here! Now!:-uhis 
moment, where you a:re sitting. 

"His father saw him." You canno,t ·take God 'by sur.prise. You will'never 
lind that He is not looking from uhe winldow; you will never find Him unready 
to receive you; He will see you, no matter how dark the night. And He will 
run to meet you, no ma.tter how far 2IWay you ·are: "While he was yet a great 
way off." How was bhe measure of I1:ha,t s·epara.tion ·spanned? Not by'the 
prodig12I's will, but by 'his father's running and meetjng him in the way-at the 
only place Wlher'e the prodiga·l coulld mee.t Mm. That is lhow God saves the 
soul. He will meet tlhe sinner the moment. 'he surrenders his W!ill and says, 
"I will .a:ris'e and go to· my Fa·l'her." For ,the momen,t he does actuaily arise 
arid surrender' his will, 'his Father sees him; and He is at his side with -all -the 
powers ~f His savinlg- g~ace, ajJd s~ves him theFe and U~en ~th His eternai 
sllilyation. ...'. '.' . . " - - . .' .. 

. "And :fell on' his neck and ki,ssed him." What is salvation:? It is not 
i:b~l1ing.to churoh; it· is n.p.t'in;.teUectually s.ubscribing to the Bi:ble, although' that 
is a' very good fhin.g iii, its place; it is 110t making a religious professi·on; -The 
soul is saved 'when 'vhe armS of -the' Lord God arc 'put about' ,h-i:ni .. ~'He ;fell 6n 
his n:~c.k";- 'and; from ,tha't' moment fuM son' was ·sa·fe '{r.om aU harm: ·b'etwec11 
hini' 'an'd' .eV'ery.thirig,' ·and: eVery persol'i,' ;th:iJt cou:td -ii-rjtire' ·him,· was: the -sttolig 
right arm' of- 'his" father .. 'WthaCis' if "to be' s·av'ed?-· It- is to co:me' 'l!,l:to :the 
a,lmig'hty' grip. of Jesus Christ, Who is the only' God-' we' know.: i '~My 'sh'eep 

- he.ar my vdice;.and: I~khow.;uht!rti, "and '1:ih~ey' foH,ovy ·me.f.AM:-! give un.t'6 them 
. :e.ternial :Ji.Fe;· an:d ·.the). sha,lhloC.V'cr·.peris,h,: li~·i.ther .. s:haILariy tiI.:an pluck,t'he.m"ottt 
·.onn~: hai1tI ... My' .father,·.whiCh gave:th'eut· me-; is':greafer:.than aH;- antI' no -nlalds 
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'able to .pluck them out,o,f 'my Father's 'hand." W.hen grace meets the returning 
s'inner hi, -tire ,way; he', is s'a~ed for ever: ' ',' , "" ,,' 
. "I s.hould m~e to 'gi~e this' as 'my ~onfessiol1l:' '.1 never '~xpect to b'~ a,ny 
sa:fer ,than r' ,am 8It .t'his· moment .. I am, 'being . sav~d, I trust;" growing ~p, ~Ilt~ 
Ghrist jn some mea·sure, I hope. Bu-t some ,way when we arwake, we shall be 
like' Him; the work of" grace will be 'perfected. Yet we are saved. with all' 
everlasting salva.tion tone moment tohe arms o,f a gracious God are put about· 
us. , And that.is ~hat happens' ,the moment we surrender our wills,-He will 
run and meet us. Befo·re -there w,as ·any change in his outward state-while 
he was 8.till in Ihis rags, and still had no s,hoes on his f,eet; while he was still 
h'ungry; and while 'he 'was still the po,or bankrupt 'begg,ar 'that Ith~ n;;;idenrts of 
the fur country Ihad known-while ther-e was. absolutely no, outward. change at 
all, he was as' safe' as w.hen lajter he was 'found ·in royal app'ar.eI in .his princely 
fMher's house. And the moment a poor s'inn.er yields 'hi·s· wiU' to Christ, he 
has e:ternarl life: "And Ithey shall never peris·h, ne~b4-er s'hali any man pluck 
them out of my hand." 

II. 
. Now, I s·h'all have to get you to use your imaginations this evening. Even 

ha:d I time, I Illm sure I could find 0'0 language in which to expl"'ess the gladness 
an~ . the glo.ry 'here de!1cribed .. It may he there are s,o~e here thi.s evening 
who say, ".W·ell, ·sir, I ,hav·e co~·e, but I rea.ny do not kno'w how ,to pray." So 
of,ten', I Ihave knellt with 'a seeking soul, .and, hav;ing prayed, I have said to that 
~ee'kill'g.- s~~!I,. "You pr~y; pray for yoursel'f." And oh, 'ho,w Falteri1!gly,. h~VI' 
stamm:e.ringJly, rh~t ·soul pr1i-YS the .first time·!-.as tihough God were very critical 
of our prayers, as -though the're were no chance of ,our prayers being answere.d 
un:les.~ ,they are very 'precisr.ely a.nd accur.ately ph.ras·ed. This young man 
came home with a J:eady-mad·e prayer. He ,forrriulated it in the far Goun,try, 
al~d. s'aid ~t OVer to 'hi·lllself 'ag3lin and again and Illg;Lin, -that he ~ight be able 
to 'repeat it ill' .his father's house. And 'he said, "W,heon ~ get home I will say, 
'F~~ther, I ·have sinned ag·ainst heaven, and be'fore thee, 'and am 'no more worthy. 
to.' be called thy son; make me as one of thy hired servants"." Andl when he 
came into his father's presence he began his pr,ayer just exactly as he said he 
w9uld: "Fa'ther, I have sinned agains,t .he'ave'n, land 'in t·hy sight, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy s·on-". And then his father broke ·in. (I t'hink 
if ,the Lord were leading our prayer meetings someti,mes He would stop some 
of" our 'prayers. He would s'ay, "You don',t need to make it as long as that. 
Say 'Amen' a·nd sit down." I think that is wha-t He would say' to a grea·t many 
of u,s, "Say 'Amen' and sit down.") 

, Th~ !boy came home; and .he beg.an'lhis prayer, but :before he finished his 
i~t'her sa:id, "I have 'heard quite enough of that, my son." To hi.s serva·nts he 
said, "Quick! bring forth the best robe, and pu~ it on him." I-t was tohe cry of 
the. he'ar't ·the fiatherr heard, not the words 'of ,the lips, So ,then, learn this, that 
when the sinner comes home, grace prOvides him with God's best. I don't 
know why i·t is, bu,t I 'confess' that I have a 'likin.g ,for t'he best fhings here. 
I . can~ot get ',them very often. But when I ,go illito a store, and I waM some-' 
thing,. theX loo~ at me for a Httle while; and I don't know why, hU.t they always 
take down ,the most ·expensive things they have in the store, Some good friend 
said ,to me one day, "Lt is t'he. way you Wlalk" But,. Wlhatever the l"'eason, there 
it .is.: the' high-priced .thing, ·the best, article-and I want it. Bu,t r ·have to ,say, 
·'Nc,,·thank you." ·And t'hell!.·sometinles they'look at one'an'ot~er as though 
they'would say, "I wonder i·f this man do;es mit'wan,t ,winat we 'have,.orcan J!e: 
~ot ~fto'rd.io pay so much?" And t·hen s?metim:es they bring. down' the. ~econd~": 
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class,: an.d·.the ,third~cI'ass.·: That -is how. we al>l.·go shopping, isn~t it?: Would 
. it ·not ·be··a ~.a·ppy expedence 1\:.0 ·be. able :to 'ha:v~ the .bes·t of 'ever.ything-,to know 
no limit at all, ·to be able to· go int·o .any store and· say, "I want the very be.s~ 
you 'have," a-nd ~y out the money---.to .have nhe ·bes·t of every·thing? Wel:., 
tha,t is what the religion 'of the Lo-rd Jesus offers-God's best; 

Some dear friends spoke to me on thi,s matter of baptism some time ago-
I forget whe.ther they were Methodists, Bresbyter.ians, or AngHcans. I don't 
know what you are, but take it anyhow:.-they said, "Well now, alfter all, Mr. 
Shields, we are all going to the san.le place, are we not? It does not make any 
difference what church we belong to." To whi·ch I replied, "W·eH, I hope 
we are all going the same way; ·but i ·have· seen t.rains be·fore now ·a·~1 going 
the same way, with first, second, alld ,t!hird-cl3>S1s cO'ac'hes; but I prefer ·to ride 
in .the :fir.st.,cllj.ss c.ar.:' ,.N ow, .d9P't sou wa.nt .t:o .. gt;l to' heav.en, .. Pullman? Don't 
you want tQ go first-class? Don't yoil want to .have God'is best? He has His 
best for those who will yield to' Him, who will sun'ender mil to Him; and 
when we come with a surrendered wFlI, and an open heart, having aba·ndoned 
oursle.lves to Him and separated ourselves kom aU others, Hi·s an.swer to our 
cry is, "Bring forth the best." Let us make ,that our r.esolution, that 'by God's 
grace we will have the very 'best He has to give us during thi.s year. 

And the best was a robe. When he came first ~f all, 'he was not fit for 
t:he father's presence. It would have been impossible f<lr the father to si~ 
down to his table with that boy in ragged dQthes. Having come from th. 
swine-troughs of the far country, he must be -cleansed and clothed befol'e' h'e 
could be at home in hils father',s presence. And thereliore, when he -came, his 
father said, "The best robe! bring itl put it on him I" POCK" feHowl I sup
pose he did not ev,en know how to put his coat <In. He proibably had' none; 
no doubt he 'had had to se).! it. The bes,t rob-el W'hat ·is s'3>lvation? H js to be 
justified in the sight of God. It is to enjoy .the co-O'sciou.snClSs of God's favour, 
to be so apparelled that we can sit down in·. H\'s' .pr.es~Jloe with delight. 

Many ·peop'le have 'an idea that salvation· is ju'st the forgiveness of sin.s.· 
I t is that in part, but ,only in part. I shouM not like to walk the streets of 
goid as an ex-convict, would you? Salvati·on is de~igi1ed to Mot out tbe past. 
"According to th.~ multitude of thy tender mercies"-not only forgive my 
transgressions, not ,only ,save me from the lPenalty of my siil;··but· .blot out 
the past, so that when I cOlne before Thee, I may have no. rememli'rance of 
sin at all-"ac-cord·ing to ;the ~ultit'ucLe of thy tender mer.cies. bl,?t .out- my 
transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and .cleans·e me 
from' 'my sin." Thus our gracious God provides a righteousnes,s which is not 
our own, but the rig~teousness of another. . 

"Jesu,s, Thy Mood and .righteou:sn~.ss . 
My ,Deauty are, my glorious dresos; .. 
Midst flaming wor.lds, in these !lrrayed,· 
With joy shall I lift up my head." 

I wonder if any of you he·joe remember the famous Dr.eyfus ca~.e in ·France? 
We can u·rider&tand it now. in the Hght o·f the .war. Alfr~' Dr~~fus,. a 
captain in the ·French army, .was charged' ~ith 'having sokl military 5ecr:ets 
to a foreign' ,power; . he'. wa,s found guilty, and sentenced- 't'o a term of :b'anish
ment ·oii.··.Devill's I!!la!ld. He. ;\vas brought· 'b~fore hj.S·.,regiment; and' all the 
marks of 'rank I\y~re to.r:n. from . .I!~in;· J1.i.s . s).vQr4 w~~· ·cit:rb.u.cJ{led an9. br.ok·en in 
his. pr.·esence,· and the .. :i>I'Pken. sw·ord".'cast:.down ..... Th.usc he:.'was disgraGe'd.:befoi'1; 
his· fel1ows;;'and: cai'rie<t. aWay ·a '·prisoner: '. Brit' ZelIa, Ithe.· n()velist;· 'took -up his 

o 
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. cause; and it seemed likely ~o pro'duce .a revolution in France·. After two or 
three years Dreyfus 'Was: hrought back and· re-tr·ied; and so important was 
the case that a verbatim report 'Of the c·ross-examination ()f the witnesses 
appeared in all the papers on this Continent. Everyone could read the evi
dence; and any unbiarsed mind could see that Dreyfus was the victim ·of a 
conspiracy, that he was an a.bsolutely innocent man; but for the honour of 
the French army, he was found "guilty the second time. But the next day the 
President .pardoned him! But Dr·eyfus said, "I don'lt want your pardon. It 
is not pa·rdon 1. ask for: it is vindication; it is justifiocat~on. I ""ould just as J 
soon 'be ·on Devil's Island as walking the streets of Paris, where I am regarded I 
as a traitor to my country, where the,r'e is a stain upon my name." And he , 
declared that he would never reSit unti:i he had compLe.te justificat~on. And 
after the passage of other yea'rs, the whol'e story. was unfolded. and the sen-
trence of the court was reversed. Dreyfus was given hi-s commission again as 
a loyal citizen of France, as a captain in the French a:rmy. Hi,s regiment was 
again assembled; and in the presence of all hirs, comrades, the marks of rank 
were restored; he wa,s reinstated', and he was acclaimed a loyal Frenchman. 
He was jusltified! 

There would 'be no heaven for us if we were not justified, i'f aH ,our past 
were not blotted out, if we were not arrayed in the robe of Chdst's perfect 
right'eou-snes's, standing before God as justified men. "Bring forth the best 
robe and put it on 'him." T,hat is whaJt the L'ord says. And He wi!rl 'blot out 
all. our transgressions, and receiVie us to Himself. 

Some of you when you go home to-night wiU take your coat off, a:nd put, 
·on another. I know I rshll/ll, because it 1S more comfortable. But there are 
many ,people who ,saVIC their Sunday-go-to-meeting clothes :for special occasions 
-Sunday-go-to-meelting or it may be Monday ... go-to--parties-but anyway there 
are some things' too good to wear to work. I have learned in my few years 
of experience, that it is ·not wis·e to call on the good housewife in the fore
noon. She is the same woman who goes to church. She does n'Ot mind see
ing the butcher, or the ,baker, or the groc'er; rbut s·he does no:t want to he 
seen in her ·gingham ·dress-or whatever the stuff is of which it is made; I do 
not know what you call it-when the. Pastor comes to the door. What if 
somebody were to inven.t 'some 50rt of a robe you could wear al1 the time 
witih·out spoiling it, 'Without lits wearing ,out, that Y01.1 'couJ!d weal'l in the 
presence of the' king in his drawin.g-room; and that you could \\'!C·a·r in the 
factory, in the kitchen, in ,the shop-anywhere-and it would never .get soiled, 
never wear out? That ,is what the religion of Christ is. It is good to wear 
to church; it is g.ood to wear in the kitchen, in the blacksmith's rshop, on the 
street, in lthe office, in the school, in the study,-wherevre'l' we are, that "best 
robe" will make us to appear as children ·of the King; alid we -s'hal1 never 
need a second one. 

"And put g.ho'es on his feet." Do you need a new pair of shoes' lSo,me 
people hardly need 5hoes,-they .ride a~l the time. Some .people imagine that 
what this world needs is paved st'reets, 'better roads; and so our Social Service 
friends are going to rbuild new hous'es, and dean" up this world· in suc·h a 
fashion that there will not be any stones to knock your toe against, no hills 
to climb. But that ,is not the gos'pel programme at all! God does not 
promhlre that we s,hall .have .paved roads all the time; but He does .promise 
us. good shoes: "Bring forth the best robe, and put Dt on him; and put a ring 
on his hand,and ,shoes 'on his' feet"-"Thy shoes .shall be iron 'and ,brass." 
No, my friends, He will not remove the temptation f.rom. you, but He will 
give yoti strength to bear it; He will not take the bU'rden from your' back, 
but He wiU put His Spirit within you, so that you can stand under it; He 
wiiJ not remov'e your enemies, but He' will give ·you power 'flo overcome them; 
He will nOt put out the fire of NebuchadIll,CzZ'a·r'g .. furnace, ,but witl allow you 
to experience the fu.r·nace .~eated .seven ti:mes mQI'e tha,ri its .wont, that you may 
have Onre with you Hke unto the Son of God, and ·come out with no 'smell 
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of fire 'upon you. That is the principle of the -gospel: "Put sh-oes on his 
fe.et, equip ·him ·for the road, prepare him for the conflict, energize :him for th,e 

. battle; strengthen him with might 'by My Spirit in the inner ma·n." GOd 'does 
not promise to makJe ci·rcumstances easy; but He does pr.omise to make U3 

superior to circumstances·. "To him that overcometh will I gralllt to sit with 
me in my throne, even a.s I alIso overcame, and am set down with my Father 
in 'hi,s throne." 

"And· :put a ring on his ·ha,n'd." I would Hke to ,talk to yaou abollit that 
for a week. Would you come every night? I don't su.ppose you wou.td. "Put 
a ring on his hand" I-not me·rel:y a robe, and s'hoes, 'but s'ome luxuries thrown 
in. I believe .the Lord wants us to live luxuriously, to :live 'Iuxuria'nt lives. 
He wan.ts us to have abundant life; . He' wants us to enjoy the unsearcha·ble 
riches of Christ. "PlIt a ring on his hand," that everyone may know that 
he is res't-ored to full fa'V'our in his Father's hou'se. 

I was itel1i11'g someone a story of Mrs. Spurgeon l<11st night. Mr.s. Spurgeon 
was for many yea'rs an invalid; and ,she got the idea that she 'wanted a canary 
straight from the Lord .. I supp·ose she ,collild :have bought one; ,but she began 
to pray that the Lor,d would send her a 'songster to brighten her lonely hours. 
One day when Mr. Spurg1e'on came home he found her rej-oicin.g in a new 
gift. She did n,ot know who had' sent ilt. She had told no one ,but her hus
band,-and, of course, he had told no -one else. ,But someone had sent her 
a beautiful canary. And wne'n he ,came in he hear·d the 'bird singing, filling 
the room with mel'ody. She said, "You see, I asked the Lord' for my bird, and 
do you ,hear it?" Mr. Spurgeon replied, "W'eH, my dear, r am afraid you arc 
one of the Lord'·s spoHed children. Y,ou get whatev,er you ask £.or." The 
Lord does give us luxuries; He does give us special love tokens. "Put a ring 
on his hand." 

"Bring hither the fabted calf, and kiJ.l it; and let us cat, and :be 111Ieorry"
not only the outward man, not only our standing 'before God, with shoes for 
the road, and a ring on our hand; ,but food f.or the soul bes'ide, a feast of 
good things! "He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over 
me was 'love." But I cannot des·cdbe 'the feast! Y.ou must taste and sec 
that the Lord is good.. . 

"A'nd ,they began to ·be me'rry." I come back to wher'e I was Q few weeks 
ago. "And' he"-at the end of his own will, at the end of his, own wi'sdom, 
at the end of all his r'esources-"he began to 'be in want"; and he kept on 
being in want until he came 'back to his falther! But when he sub:stituted his 
father's will for his own, an'd his father's wisdom for his own, and his father's 
plan for his own, and his father's storehouses for his oWIlr-when he came 
back to his father's hou,se, aband·oning himself entirely to him, "they"-listen! 
---"they ,began to be merry"; and they have never ceased since! They have 
been merry ever since. So that when t!J,e elder. brother df whom I wm speak 
next Sunday nvght, hearc\ music and danci-ng-I am going to s·peak on danc
ing, the right kind of dancing, some night. How I wish we CQuld have a l-ot 
of that kind of 'dancing in which David indulged! He was so full of spiritual 
joy that he danced before Ute ark. That is the right kind of dancing to engage 
in. "And they ·began to be merry." 

"0 happy· day, that fixed my choice 
On T,hee, .my Saviour and my God! 

Wel1 may this glowing heart rejoice, 
And tel1 its ·raptures all abroad." 

This is the fourth of January, nineteen-twenty-five. Will you begin t-o be 
merry? Is there someone here who will say, "I have thought, sir, that the 
religion of .christ was a long-faced, melancholy ,SOl'lt of· thing." YOll never 
made such a mistake in your lifie.! The '·only way to :be happy in the ·true 
sense is to be rightly retat'ed to God. To be "merry" is to be rightly related 
to Him. Oh, let us come' home to-night. . 

'" . ~'Pass: me not,. 0 ge'ntle Sa~iour, 
." Hear mY.·hum'!>le.cry;. . 
Wh,~le on oth~s T.hou llrt .-calling;.· 
. Do ·not .pass mE;' bY/'" - . . 
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. : The, . publication. of 'this japer as a misiionari enterprise il' made possible bY:the gifts .01 
members' of Jawi. Street Church 'and others, and i. sent to 'subscribers by mail for $2.1lO 
(under cost) per year. 11 any of the Lord'. steward. who read this have received blessing, 
we sball be grateful for any thank-offring you may be able to send to The Witness Fund at 
.any time; and especially for your prayers that the messalJe' of The Witness may be used b;y 

. the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvation of souls~ and the exaltation of 
Cbrist. As our funds make it possible, we hope to add to our free list, from time to time, 
the names of ministers at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
BAPTISTS AND CHURCH UNION. 

It is impo·ssi1.lle tha·t any de'nominat·ion should be wholly unaffected by 
the present Chrurch Un~oll Movement; but ,perhaps no denomin.'ltion ollt.side of 

'die three pi'rt.ies to vhe ·U.nion will 'he so 'much iriflue.ncea by the 'merger' as our 
own. We sp·eak on~y f.or ourselves on ,tlhis g,reat ma;tter; ,but we c·an.11ot 
re.frain fr,oom calling the attention 'of .our fellow-Bapm,sts to the unprecedented 
oppolI't-tmity fo·r the givi,ng o·f an uncompro-m'is.ing tes,timony to the spiritual 
character of the go'spe.1 of Chnist, and of the church of Cohrist, which t'he prese,nt 
situa.tio,n affords. . 

We attended one of the first mee·t,ing's of Ibhe General As-sembly of the 
P1"esbyteria.n Churc'h, which was helld in London, On-ta,rio, at which this ques
tion of union was'discu-s·sed. The dehate la·sted through s·everal se'ssions of 
the As·sembly; and the specches o,n eaoh s,i'de of the question, were exceedingly 
able. The Un,j,oni.s-t,s, -howevcr, pleaded fo'r un,i,on almo'Slt wholly on the 
ground ·o.f economy. T'here were some WIb·o. quoted t'he ,seventeenth of J ohon 
in &uPP'ort 0.£ their posiHon; but the speakers, in tbe main, urged the neces.s·ity 
of el~min:at'ing .c·ompe-tition, a,nd economiz,ing i'n men and money. We remem
ber 'tha,t praotkally every U!1Jioll'ist speaker p,leaded' the need,s of the gre·at 
\'Vest in pleading fOlr union. 

We li-stened' on a-no-tJh-c'r 'occa'sao,n w,ith equal car,ej 100 a debate on Church 
Union an a M'ethod,is:t Co,nfere,nce. Thi·s wa·s seve-r-aJI·years later, and 'honesty 
compels uos ,to co,nfe,s's that bhe deba.te p·roceeded .on 'an entir'ely differenlt level 
from that wih'ich it had occupied .jn the PresbyterJa!n General Assem'bly. In 
the M'etho-d-i'st Co,nfe'rence t'here wa's a gr.eater ,degree 10'£ unanimity, and an 
almo'st enltire absen-ce of any scr,iptu-ral appeal. De,legates were ple,aded with 
to accept ,vhe 'report .of a committee; and tlhere ,s'eemed ,to be no recognition of 
the po.ss.ibility o·f anyone's, ,having any re-l,igioU!s oo'nvictio,n i,n the matter at 
all. Again the greaJt: argumen-t was fo,r ec·onomy. . 

W:hile d,is.cussi!ng the name ,o,f t,he church, -and an-swer,i,ng the object>ion 
that ,the·re wooGd stm be 'other c'hurclhe·s than that o.f which tlhe three w,ould be 
composed, one s.peaker remarked that t'he other chur,ches mig.ht come in a,s 
SOOol1 ·as tlhey obtained gra,ce enolugh to d·o so. Atfter .these year.S of d,j'scuss-i-o-n, 
we a're s·eeing the outworking ·of the p'ri,n-eip1e. WJh.ile it ·oblitera.te·s the 
Method,ist Church as a &eparate ,o,rg'annzrution;, it s,lInl'leaves the 'P'resbyte,rian 
Church. EvC'n on groun.ds 0.£ economy it ·strikes us that .tlhe U.n-ion· will be 
of doubtfu,l rudvantage. Not a few Pr'esbyteri:a'n churches 'hav,e been d-ivid·e-d; 
and ·a ,spirit iha,s been g'enerated' in some qururters which ,it will .truke yea'rs to 
live down. B-apti.s.t-s ~ilI vi'ew the whole dis.cl~sls.ioln with an attitude of de-
taohmenlj:. . . . 

Viewin-g t'he matt'e'r f.rom 'l'he standpoint of the New Testament, it is diffi
cult to ll'll'de.ns,tand Ihow anyone with an open BibGe coul.d favou-r this Ohurc'h 
Un-io'n. DOllbtless ,there are ,thousands o,f Me'th,od,j'sts, inclu-dli,n.g IDa'ny m.in.i's,ter,s, 

.. who SHI-I believ:e tlhe Bihle to be the W·o·rd ·of God; an,d. believing that, sHll 
hold. t,o' , fhe gr~a t f,undame!1Jtal p.rill'c'iple's o.f Evangeli"'~l :Yhristia,n.ity.', B].It 

-offida'l M'et'hodism seems to 'have u-bt-er1ly ,for·s'aken the '. evrungelicaJ pos,i,tio,n. 
At the time' of t'heir fi'r.s.t appearance, we gave' a ·series .. 6f :lectures OIi the 
Metlhodast pamp.hl-e-ts entitled, "The Christi'an Hope", wh-i·C:h' we,re avowedly 
pllblis'he·d to oppose the· do'c~rine ,of tl~e 'person-al 'retu-r,ri, 0'£ the Lord. We s'aid 
a,t the time 'w'hrut we now wr,itc here',; 1'Ii'3!t:.i.t iJl',doul1tfu,1 whether ·in the long 
his-tory lo·f the Christian qh:~rch, ~l1dh' in.fid~Ujltera,t'11re. was' ever pu'blishe-d an the 
name of a Chris.tian or.ganization as .thes,c,'P'a,mphlets .. They bOTc on the,ir face a 
fac-similc o()f t'he sig,nature o-f t'he Sec'rctary of'the d·epartment by wlilose d'irec-
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tion .the pamphile'~s. were published. T,he whdle Methodi:st Ohu'rch mu.st be held 
ofildally IresPo·ns,j.Jj,le tor .the· publica!:io·it. of ,that infid.til I;i,terature. No doubt 
tho~sallds ,of Method.1sts 'would not subscribe. to these p.a.mplh.lets·; but l'he fact 
rema1m'that no·pro·tes(w.a.s· mad'e agai-n-slt them, 'so' ·tJhat i.t 'can only be as·sumed 
that the majo.rity of Methodists ·approved. That being ,s·o, we are not usrprised 
that .the M·ethod·ist Ohurc·h s1t·ouI.d go int,o ,the Un·ion-o,r dnto almost anythi'ng 
els'e-with appa'rent unanin,.ity. There seems to be. not enoulgh spiritual vit-aJlity 
left .to p'rote&t agam·st anything. . 

Side by ,side with ·this Union Moveme1llt, we see all ·sorts of sporad·ic 
grow~'hs wh,i-c·h attract t,o t'hemsdves aLI kinds of rel'igiou·s extremists, produc
ing ·a conditi·on which mu.st 'be ut·terly pewi.J.der,ing to multitudes of people. At 
the Port Ar,thur General Assembly of the Pres'byterian Ohurcb, one Unionist 
advo·c·aJ1:e said something to .the effect thalt 1te would like to see any govern
me'nt ,that would da.re to oppose the willi of a unit·ed church; and one of the 
foremost Me.t'hodist leaders ·spoke of ,t'he abiI.ity of a united churoh to pro
mote "gqdly legisllatiQn". Obviously, in the .thought of some Un.ionisits, at 
least, the Unitec! Church is to exercis·e some s·ort ·of politica,1 influence. 

On every ground, therefo·re, it wouLd appear· that we have come to a d·ay 
when Bap.tist testimony will be more than ever !needed. We question whether 
Baptists ever ·had ·suc1t an opportunilty as t'hat wh·ic·h conlfro·nts them to~day. 
What answer willi Baptists make to the demand 'of the present situaHo,n? Are 
we ,to tone doWiIl the pri!ll.icpJ.es whidh have been vindicated in a .thousand 
bat'tiles for fhe tru.th? Ar·e we to .compromi·se with error? People a're 'hunger
il.1g for' t'he Bread of" Life: there is ·a.-famine of hearing the Word of the Lord. 
We are persuaded fhat if Baptists w111 stand 011 the old princi-ples; and fearle·ssly 
proc.laim t'he gos'pel 0.£ ·s·allva·tio,ri ,through ·the blood, 'and regeneration by ,the 
Holy SpJ·r.it; and on the' authority .o·f a divinely-inspir'ed Bible, we may easily 
become God's instruments to lighten the present darkness, and to rest·ore t,he 
religious. wo'rlLd ·to some .s'o,rt of moral ,s3!nity.. . 

W·he'rev,er, whe.ther in Onta!rio or in t'he West, ·the un,i'on of ·these denomi
nations·iog· oonsummated, the need of B.a.p'ti·st ,testimony wi·1I acquire a new 
u·r·gency. W'e venture to suggest that Bap,tis·ts everywhere .sho·!1ld face the 
present CriSd'S with a n.ew co'nsecration 0.£ alII ou.r powers ,to the service of 
Christ ;·and that we s·houId p'roclaim wlith a new courage and with greater 
emphasis, $e -grea·t principle·s for which our Baptist fathe·r·s ·contend·ed; and 
for wh.i.c:h some of tJhe,n bled 3!nd died. 

EDUCATIONAL VACANCIES. 
Withi'n 'l"ecent weeks ,thor,e'e leaders in our Educatio11'al work have 'been sud

d·enJy ·called home: Dr. J. L. Gilmour and Dr. S. S. Bates, of McMaste'r Uni
vel's'ity; a.nd Dr. FranklHn Sweet, the Pres&d'ent of B.r.a.ndon College .. It is 
alway.s ·a critioa·1 time .in the 'history olf a church when for any re'ason it los.ell 
its pastor; and when such 'a va'cancy occurs 'on the staff of an eduoaotional in-sti
tutionl tlhe c·ons.ide·ra:bion of the ·necessity ·of a·pp·ointi'ng 'someone to fill ,the 
va.c·ancy ,is ·bound to make m3!ny people fee·1 much ,concern. . 

So far ·a.s McMaster is concel'ned, there can be 'no doubt a·s to ·the theology' 
of the men who will be ,sele,cltcd. Our Ccnvention st.ands so solemnly co~~ 
mitted . to the evangelical po'sitio'l1 and the p.rin-ciplloe,s .of our great Haptist 
heri,tage, ,that e'vc:m wer'e a ·minority: so dis.posed·, .. it ·is uonthinka'ble ,that t'he 
Bci·ard of Go¥erno.rs elected by the Convention 'as thei'r representatives, wou,Lcj 
agree ·to .the appointment o·f anyo.it,e who was noot avowedily in hea:r·ty accord 
with. 'our Bapt·ist positio'n. If ever there wa·s an.y doubt as' ,to where our 
Conventio·n ,stand.s, the Educ.a.t.ional Se·sston at London must have entirely 
doispelled i't.· . . 

The question "t!herefore ·is, W'here a're st.rong men ·to 'be fcund for these 
positions,? We have a cou-:viction ,that f.he great Head of ,th'e church '11.a's with'in 
His gift the m:en wh·o are qua!].i.fied to exercise nhe dut·ies of. 1hes'e vacan.t 
office·s. We :belieV'e; therefo·re, t'hat a duty ·d·evclves upo·n all the churc:h~s of 
rhe Conventio,n,. and upon .am the.members o·f.t'hose.churc:hes, .. earnes,t!y to'pI:ay 
thaot othe rig.ht men. 'may be selected. .. . ... ' '. ': '. '. . .. 

We do. no.t· fee! .t.he ·same· meaS!u're' of conilid,cuce ~n ·resp.ed to. Br~1l4c-11. 
Cc;>l1ege. We suppos·e ·if ·is. true tn'at 'Baptis,ts' .generally, even in the· WeISt; are 
stil,!. eyangeHca!;." .and ~e·. ·hope ,that from .among .t'hem God will .raise· .up 
'Iead'ers Who wi]l]. insist ~11.a.t Bra·ndon ColIege be kept true 'tc the faith. The 
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finding o,f the' C'o-mmission a'ppointed to enquire into tlhe teaChihg of Brand,on 
College, ,tho'1lglh intended to vind.icate the' College, is t,he mOSlt ,ter'r.ible con
demnation of i,t's teaching that could be 'imagined. If ,the rdght man can bc 
found for .rhe Pres,ide,ncy of Brandon, such co-rr-ettio-llos as need -to be made 
within the Ins,tit'U1tion could ,be made without a disturbance o.f the peace' of 
the Denomina.tion; rbu,t if tlhe Bap.tiSlt work .in Western Canada, :ind' parti
cularly B.randon Co:1lege, is t,o con,tinue .to deserv'e and receive the hea,r.ty sup
port ,of O)lltarioo and Quebec Baptists, we venture to sugge'st t,hat reforms will 
have to be made. ' 

We may well earne'stily pray tha.t both in Br,andon CoHeg,e a.nd McMaster 
University, men of God's ch.oice, divinely equipped ,for -t~ei-r ,tasks, riJ.ay be 
appointed. to the vac,ant positions. 

"THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD; I SHALL NOT WANT." 
"I sha.ll not wa.oit"-res't: "He maketh me -to lied ,d'own ~n gr'c'en pastures." 
"I shaH no,t wa.nt"-peace: "He leade,th me bes.ide fhe ·stil!."wa-ters." 
"I shal,l not want"-mercy: "He restore,st my soul." . 
"I slhald not wa·nt"-guidance: "He lead,etih me in the .pa.ths of ,r.igh,teous-

ness f·or his name's sake." . ' 
"I ,s·hall not want"-coorage: "Yea, ,thoug'll I wa..1k t'hrough the va,1'ley of 

the shadow 0.£ dea-th, I woi:ll fear no evil." . 
"I shaH not wa'11,t"-compani'onship: "For thou -a-rt with me." 
"I shall no't waont"-comfor,t: "T,hy rod and thy 'staff they comfort me." 
"I shaU not wanlt"-victory: "T'hou preparest a .table bcfo,re me in ,the 

presence· o,f mine enemieso ... 
"I S'hall not wan.t"-gl-a-dness: "Thou anoint'es't my head wioth oil." 
"I shall not want"-sati,sfaction: "My ,cup runneth ,ove.r." 
"I shall not wan,t"--a.nything ,in this li-fe: "Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the day,s of my .Jife." 
"I ~hall no.t want"--any,th-ing in thc life ,to come -: ~'And I w~ll dwelI in 

the house ,of the Lord f.or eve,r." 

. 'Ql;be Ulbole· Jjible ~unba!, ~tbool1Le~~on €out~e 
Less'on LXIX. Janwary' 25th; 1925 
RESTORATION OF THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM-Nehemiah, Ch, 4-7 
1. How the Enemy Conspired to Stop the Re-building of Jerusalem. 

1. He wa's wroth, and to,ok g.reat mndi'gna't.io'll (v. 1). T'~e p,rosperi:ty of the 
spiritual Jerusalem also 1'S sure .to fill othe Devil with 'anger.' ·Whoeve·r Ihelps to 
r,e-build the wa.lls wiU incUir the enemy's futd'ignatiOon. 2.' He reso·rt-ed to ridi
cule (vos. 2 and 3). This is 'a favOouri,te weapon. From the beginning -there ios 
nothing men have desired mOlr'e than to be call-ed wis'c" and nothing .of which 
they :have been more af·raid than to be esteemed foo:lish. Rence many a man 
has been laughed in-to ,the way of evil. lin our 'own day there is no weapon ill 
the Devil'·s armoury tlha:t is bei·ng us,ed with more deaodly eff,ect Ithan tha:t of 
rid,icule. 'Contempt i,s. poured upOon all ,those who contend ,fo,r the '.fai~; 
while tho,se who tur·n away their ear,s un,to ,fables are cQ'1llllted ,wis,e men. Th,e're 
is a useful Ie'ss'on here, evelIl fO'r the junior C:1as'ses. Per-haps the're is no,1-hing 
young Ohristians d,read more than t'he Il"idkule ,of their, C,ompanions. 3., The 
weapon is very effective wi',th weak, men. It requires more co.uaage to endl\ue 
r,i,d.icule than' to stand, 'up and 'be riddled wioth ibu'~let-s; 'b.ut to. 'sur,r-e.n.deI: be.f.o,!'e 
such a Weap01:1 is aon infallible 'si'gn of mOoral weakne,ss. 4. Firud.i-ng Ilheir ,sp.ar.ts 
of- .ridicrtle' f,alling sho'rt, ,the e'ruemy conspire,d' to ngoht. We must, not und,er
estimate the strength of the foe be<;ause he begins by laoughing' a.t us; fo'r when 
ridicule 'fa,i,ls~ he WliU re,sort to mo're violent me'a'sures. l:t. as for ,ever true, that 

, the strong man a.rmed keepeth hi,s p'aJace; 'al},d 'tlhat WlhO'ever' woI'k;s wi.th, God 
must figoht the Devill ·himself. 5 .. The olnly success the enemy. a.chjeved'::""'~l~d 
that was but tempora,rY-:-WQS to weaken !the 'sp,!'rit 'of rhe. ,~en,()f.J~uda;h:.{.v .. 10). 
There will always ·be 'some Wl~O w'illitum ,back ,from ,tt1!e .w?r~, (JohIl,'6: 60-71).-

II. '. H~w the Builde~s Circumvented the Enemy. ., :: ' .. ' ... ' 
" : 1. The·y prayed (vs. 4 and 9)., '~N'llpray~r·~.i~ oi-ie,of tp.~',w,~~po:ns:Gf~f~i).~~· 
and offense Wli~ which t,he Christ,ian is provided (Ep'h. 6: 18). 2. "The people 
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. had. a mind . .to· wcn-k" .(v .. 6).. There j·s mucJh truth in' t,he p.r'Qverb, ·'''Whe·re 
'llierc's a 'will, ·there's a w·ay .... · The mind · . .to· work ·is ··ino,re .i·mpo'i"tant fha-n ;the 
. me,t:h6d :6f work Even a poo·r method w'i.tl be effec·tive wit'h' a determined mi.nd 
behind it. 3. They -set a watch against them day and night khap. 4: 9). It is 
a1wayoS God'.s way ·to· accomplwsh His purpo-s-e by human cO-dpenation. Hence 
we are admonished to watch as we~1 as p.ray. 4. They were greatly encoUl'
aged by the.i,r'le·ader (c.hap. 4: 13, 14). Durin'g the siege of Ladysmit.h a' man 
wa·s arrested 'and ,severely pun.i,glhed for discouragin.g fhe ·defe·ndc'rs. Those iil 
the churClh who spe'ak d'isco.umgingly of ,the Lord'·s work. g·ive g,reat c·omf.ort 
to the enemy. Vve may well follow Nehe,l1lIia,h's example, :and bid ea·c'h o,uh,er 
he encouraged. by 'remembering what a great God w,e ,have. 5. The build·ers 
wrought botlh with the swerd 'a'nd trowel. Both Ifhese ,instruments mUoSt be 
empI.oy,ed an the wlQrk of the Lo·rd. Th,er·e is a wo.rk of d·es,truction w'hich is 
as necessary as the work ·of cOonstruction; and it i,s ·ever soo that God"s servan,ts 
have to fight fO'r ;t'he ·pr.iw,lege o,f building. Eitlher ,instrument wi,thout the .ort:ther 
WEll be futoiJl·e. 6. Tihey or,g.anizeiCl with ·a view ,to co-operation. W·e are all 
tempted 01:0 extreme.s: on ,t·he one han.d, to 'depend in ,the Lord's work upon 
o'rga·n~zatio·n; and on ,t,he othe'r, insis,ting that ,the wo·rk can be accomplished 
only by .spir'i'tual p'ower, we are temp·ted .to fold our 'arm,s and d·o nothin·g but 
pray. We m.us,t pray! We must wat-c·h! We mu,st prepare {)urse"lve·s indivi
duoally tOo fight! And {'he!ll we must o:rganize ,tihat we may fight and ,build 
together. 7. Tlhe tireless ;i.ndustry of .trhe bui,J:d·e'r.s ·eff.ecte·d t'hek purpose at 
last (ohap. 4: 23). lot ,is imp'o;rtalllt that we ·shouM· ,be "always abounding in the 
work o.f the Lo.rd",-noQlt occaoSiona~ly. . 

III. Some of the Builders' Difficulties, and How They Were Overcome. 

1. The ·selfish· and unbro·th·e'rly conduct of ,the peOople towa,rd eadh other 
threatened ,thei·r d:est'rucbioln (cha·p. 5: 1-5). The Dewl ha's no power over any 
of us £rom w,iell.O'uot: it i·s .only when he gets within t.hat 'he becom.es dead·ly. 
2. Ne·hem~a'h'·s faithf.ul admonition ,j,g. wo'rthy of note (,chap. 5: 6-11). A weaker 
man might have prem'itlle,d tohe cancer tOo 'spread. Where sin as present, it is 
nec·es.sary thaot it be rebuked. 3. Th·e people's resp·onse: when GOod's people 
are raithfuHy .adm.oni,shed, they wiU turn ,fr·om ·thei,r evill w:ay-s. Their turning 
is an eviden.ce .that tiJ:tey are His. 4. 'fohe eXlampI.e of N elhemiaih . was, a.s eve'r, 
mor·e effecmV'e t,han his adm-ona,tion. So -of tea·chers 'and scholars and every
body: it i·s useles's to exhort Oot,heroS ,to do what we d·o Inot d'o ourselves. 

IV. The Failure of the Enemy's Further Effort. 
1. He '1'epeatedly pr.opese.d.a op'arley (c·hap. 6: 1-4). Tlhe DevJl js a great 

talke.r, with whom. i.t ·i·s always d,angero,Uos to ihoM co.nverse. He Js· fond of 
proposin.g conference-s. 2. Nehemiah"s ,defel1ls.e WlI!S ·his preoccttpa.tion (chap. 
6: 3). Man.yan one would have ·been saved frem di·saster 'had ,he been ab'le to 
say like Nehemiah, "I am dloing :a glreat work".-"Satan find,s some mJ.sClhief 
s,tiU ·fo,r i.dle ha,nds 01:0 d:e." Idlenes's j.s a pr.o,lific mot:her o.f ev.i1. 3. The enemy 
res·orts to lying a·nd ·slander. He will, i,n fact, resont to ·anyt~ing t·o accomplis'h 
liis Pu.rp·o,se. It was by the t·e.stimony oof fa.l-se \Vii,tnes,se·s that the Lo'rd' Jesus 
was cruci'fied; a.nd ·it is enough for the ,serva'n,t ~hat 'he be as :hi·s Lord. 4. The 
enemy ·hj.red a Halito'r 11:0 adv1·se sur,render; a~d an the pernlous time'S in w,hoicih 
we live 'our churclhe·s are su're Oof Shemaia·hs to specialLize ~n white ·flag·s (vs. 
10-13). 5 .. Nehemia.h courageously refuses· to 'heed the traitor'oS counsel: 
"Shoulld such a ina·n as I. flee?" We are great;ly .in need of ·such courage to~d:ay. 
"In tihe Lor·d .put I my {!'Ius·t: 'how ··say y'e to my seu!, Flee a·s a bi,rd to your 
mouon,ta.i;n ?".' 6. N ehe:mia'h clll!sses .the prophets ·of· weak·nes.s wi.t.h ·the en.emy 
(chap·. 6: 4). It i·s not~w()Orthy ,that there was:a P1"op:hetes.s ·as we,ll a,s a .prophet.· 
N cad1l!!h' is .not .wit'l~out 'her ,~uccessors ,to-day. Tlhe cause of.. truth is gne'atly' 
enaanger·ed. by tho'se who ~ou'1lsel COmprp.mi.se :a!ld 'rec·ommend . w:ell!kne-ss. 
'Vhe.re pripciple ·i·s 3!t stake, pacifici.~m. is treachery ... 7. A firm pQI.icy: put. fear 
·ilitOo:· the h:ea·rts of .tlie· enemy. It was th~ boQl~d.ne,s·s ·-of. Peter. and .Joh~ whic'h 

. imjl're·s.sed· :t,h·e ·enetiiy'·fp' apo·s:toLic c1.RY!i.: .. 8. Tlhe commund.cation ·of "Ilhe noMe,s". 
:with tM e'':lemy, :iai;J.9. lhe· iilt.er.mar.r,ii\lge :6£ their ,famalie's, gre,atly end.all·ger·ed 

- th~··wO-i"lC;;:. ·Wn:lJk·:a .s~·rmq':l ··migl1t b!:! .. pr'~i;lC'hed ·,'on:·bhe betr.ay.al· .ciL the tr·uth 
in mod.erlJi.times fr<;>m v~.· . .17,·. 18;. ·and· .1~!. ··9 .. No.twj,tohstanding, the·.wo.rk. was 
completed .(RQ,ap. ·9-1~} .... 10.:A ·I'ec.or.d .. poi ~Ii·osewho· .shared 'in: t-he. w.ork was-

~~~ .::" . ~ . . 
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carefT,llly prese·rved ~ohapter 7). -.Among them, Ihonourable menti·on was made 
(c~:ap': 7: 2) -of tlie.ot:Ie "\Y'nos·e rep·ort. of .t'he CO'ndibion of Jerusalem (chap 1: 2) 
w~as r .. spo~sible· for 't'he beginnin.g o~ fhe wo,rk. 

. THE GOSPEL WITNESS. 
-BeginI!lng with the first issue o.f Fe;brnoary and continuing to :the last. issue 

in April, we will send The GospeZ ·Witness ·for three months as a trial subseri'll
tion .for 25e. One .friend of The Witness sent in one hundred sUibscrilprtioO's. 
Another \brother wrItes to say that he -ha·s fou,nd :bIessing in the pages of The 
Witness, that already there are several .families in the church to which he be· 
longs reading It; but that he is ·anxious that -it ·should go i-ruto every ·family in 
the church. He therefore sends us the names of all the heads of fllllll-ilies in 
the entire church, and an aID'ount of money suffiici·ent to cover the list at 25e 
eacp. for three ID,onths. Another sends In twelve;. another, ten-; ·another, ni11e. 
Thus we have made a good beginning. . - . 

We shoulid: ,be very grateful -to the p.astors who rea.d The Witness wcekly,. 
if .~hey 'Would asSlitlt us Iby calling their people's attention to the ·paper. We are 
hoping to receive at le·ast a thousand tri·al su'bscr'iptions between now and the 
end of the month. Who willibe the next to send <us in a 11.st of a hundred names? 

'we make another offer: To anyone who will send us -the naD;les of twenty
five heads of famdlies, prefeNlJbly ·members of IBaptist churches, w·e wIll send 
The GospeZ Witness free of charge for one year. We are continually receiving 
testimo-nies of Iblessling received; and we earnestly solicH the co.-operation of our 
re-aders in our effort to incre·ase our circulation. 

THE PASTOR TO GO WEST. 
In ·respo~se to the earnest invbtaHon of lL numher of bre,thren, t'he· Pas.tor 

has. consented to ·spend -eight·daYis i,n Vancouver, B .. C., beg·inning with Sunday, 
February ISt'h, ;l.nd· ·concluding -with Sund·ay, Feb.ruary 2211od, speaking Sundays 
al~d during .the week between .. Durin.g· this p'e-riod, he will ho:\d a Bible ··Confer
ence, g·iving a -number ·of ·ad·dresses ·on 1lhe fundament.als of .the faith. During 
his absen-ce "the. pu-Ip~,t will be ·occupied by ·one of the outstanding preac'hers of . 
the Con~·i.ri·ent. - Announcemelllt of :bhis will'l be. made later. 

LAST SUNDAY. 
T-hough .the wea.ther was stilll very cold, ,the ,attendance ·at Bible Sch001 

last Sunday· morning was eig:\1t hund,red 'and three. 'Dhere was oil gre·at congre
gattion in the ev~nillg. At the two services., -about .r-hi·rty came f.orward ·in 
res<ponse to the ·invitation. 

NOT LESS THAN FIF_TEEN HUNDRED EASTER SUNDAY. 
'f.he work o,f the Boible SchoOoI i,s pr.oceedin.g so happily and .such ent'husi~ 

ism .. fills -t'he hear,ts of the worke·rs, that we feel conofiden,t we sha·Dl 'have an 
attendance of-·art; least fifteen hundred by Ea:Slter Sunday. We urge RIll our 
membe.i:s 11:0 work and ·pr·ay fOir ·this. It is, of course, understood that we d'Cosire 
la.rger: numhers only that we m!ly therei.n find larger ,opportunoity for the 
Lord's work. 

PAUL RADll:R IN JARVIS STREE·T. 
We are ·happy ,to ann:ounce that doming the Pastolr'.s absence in Chicago, 

at -the ·Bap.tist BHJ'le Union Couf.er~nce. Sunday, January 2S.fh, the· Jarvis Street 
Pulpit w.ill 'be occupied by Rev. Paul Rader. Mr. Rade·r wiJ.l teaoh Dr. Shields' 
Bible Class ·at 9.45, ·and witl preach ·at deve·n o'clock. In t;he eveninog, to ac
·commod.art:e the crowds whi.ch will desire to hear .him .. there ·willl·be fwo ser
vices,· on~- ~p -.Mass~y flaM :~,t 6.l~,· ?-r:d one ili Jarvi-s.Street -at .. eiS-ht: o'Clock. 
The prelu.nma.ry par.t of -t'he ·serv·l·ce ·~n Massey Hall will· occU-PY .thirty: min
u"tes, ·and ···¥>I'".:.R3Jde~· wi:H ~"egin t!l -preach at 6.45.· - At the ··servici!"'in. "Jarvis
Street, Mr. :Ra:der wIU·.begm to· preach at 8.15· .. The Jarv·is· Stre~t auditoriowri 
wil'~ be· .op!;n-:lIJ1:.-Q-ix o'cl()ck, so :t'hat those who cannot get into ~b&SeY' Hall 
may come· ~irec"t- to .JaTV'iS St·re·et .CburC'h--=about .t·en min<utes' wa.l'l~. - ... 

J 


