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".,.nd he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way 
olf, hIS !ather saw him, and had compassion, and ran; and fell on hi. neck, and 
kIssed hlm."-Luke 15: 20. 

~~ 
E HIA V'E already seen how -this young man O'btained his inde· r:. ...... "'l .pendence, h'GW he demanded of his father that he should give 

W to him his portion of good.s. We have followed !him in the exer· 
cise of .that Uber.ty; and' have observed that he used all his 

. 'Powers to ·pu.t the greatest possilble distance :between himself 
and his father; that he used his 'fortune by dissipating it; and ~tI, ·received no equivalent for his e~penditure, ,but came, at last, 

to utter Ibankr.uptcy; and tried then, apparently, ItO. ,forget bts father's house, 
and to content himself wi-th a mere animal exi.stence, .to ada.pt hlmselt to the 
ways of a far country to which he was not ,born. 

Then last :Sunday we observed how "he "came to himself",-that sin is an 
aJbnormality, a species 'of madness; that a man who crowds 'God out of his life 
is without a soundl mind~though he be :a 'doctor of ,philosophy; and we O'bserved 
something of the operation (),f that mind as he. resolved to turn his face toward 
home. 
. :And now a word of explanation Ibefore [ come to an eXlposition of the 

pregonant words of our text. The Lord Jesus was ,the greatest psychologist tlhis 
world. has ever seen. In the nature o,f the case He must .have ibeen so; for 
He who mad·e man's mind ·knows its nature and co.nstitution, hQw to open it, 
how to unlock Its' ilast·closed doors. And in .this story of the Pro<Ugal., there 
is a world of true psychology .. Lest ,any should misu·nde~staJld, let me once again 
assert, that salvation is of grac~ ,througP. falth,~l-together of grace; and this 
young man di-scovered that in the far cou~try the 'principle of 'g·race was un· 
lmown: it was foreign ·to the Idiom of that country. ,Nobody ga.,,8 .anything 
away; and when ·he Cli.me back he was Inca.pa·ble 'of understanding how anyone 
could give anything. away, he had Ibeen 80 long a stranger ·to. grace. '·1 re'Peat, 

. salvation is of grace through faith, which means that salvation is altogether 
the work of God from Ibeginnlng to end·. oHe is -the Alp'ha and the Omega, ·the 
Beginning and the allnd, the Foundation, and the Top stone---:He 'is everything:' 
salvation ~s of the Lord. . . . 

But that does not preclude t~~ Lord's calling into exercise all the faculties 
of the mind when saving a soul; it 'does not 'mean . that ,He imposes His will 
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upon yours, that He does violence to the constitution of the mind. He Who 
made the mind knows the elements which compose it; and the laws which 
govern its operation; He knows, therefore, how to. open the understanding. 
And it is none the less a work of gI;ace 'because He comes to the ·darltened soul 
like the rising of the sun, ake the dawning of the day" awakening ,the soul 
naturally, and yet supernaturally, to the God who made It,--even as the flowers 
open to the morning sun. 

I. 
Examine this story and you will see, ,first of all, :th!at there is there a sharp-­

I wan.t you to think with me this evening--A SHARP ·DIFFERENTIATION :BJ~TWEF:N 
AN ATTITUm; OF iMIND, AND AN ACT OF THE WILL. Here is a man of changed 
mind. That is what -repentance means, .literally, a change of mind. And this 
man has changed his mind. First of ail, lie desires hIs independence. All the. 
racu·lties of tbe mind consenting, he assumes that parad.ise, for him, is to ·be 
f·c,und' w.ithin the exercise of his own will: "~Let me have my own way, and 
life will be worth while!" There is not a man or woman here who has not said 
the same' thing;--to :be 'absolutely 'free, to.work out· one's. own desires without 
restraint··-or hindrance;- this we· have foolishly . imagined wOrUld 'be ·the highest 
hap.piness. You 'will 'see the s'ame tendency 'in ·the little' child 01 three or fou·r 
years of age, and (in human nature at every stage of development) until one 
comes to manhood's estate. 

Bu,t this young man has been permitted to test his o,wn 'philosophy of life; 
he bas !been allowed· to have his own way; and he has proved the futili·ty of it. 
He has d·!scovered that it requires more skill to spend a fortune than to get it. 
What would you do with a million donal'S? Yoru think you· c().uld spend it 
wisely, don't you? I have an idea. I could. ,I have my programme all made out. 
H anyone has a million, pass it on! You say the same. !But, alas! a thousand 
ruined lives proclaim the fact that when peo'ple are permitted· to. have their 
own way, ·they discover that the exercise of their own willibrings them always 
to disaster. That Is what -this man found--utter, absolute, ban·kruptcy. That 
is all; there was nothing left, he had received nothing in return for his 
fortune; ne was personally ban'krupt, and ·so was the country of ·his ad,o.ption: 
"And when he had spent all, there arose a mlg.hty famine in that 'land; and 
lie began' to !be In want." 

iB·ut now observe, after ha·vlng attempted to adjust hl·mself to a life' that 
was separated ·from his father; having tried to content himself on the plane of 
the physical with a mere animal existence; havIng -tried .to sati-s-fy his triple 
nature with husks that could· feed only a 'body; having tried to live as an 
animal, in the hope that he ,would die li,ke an animal, he at length discovered 
tl1at there was something within him that ·required another ,kind of food, and 
that would not die, even when he wanted It to die. Something within him 
awoke. "He came to himseU"--beoome of another mind, enti-rely. He changed 
his mind. His understanding was enlightened; and he saw three things. 

First .of all !he said in effect, '~The great desideratum, the great g,ood -is to 
get ·back into relations-hip to ~.y father. I know that; an·d in order to that, 
I mu.s-t confess to my father; and., further, I here and now de,finitely resol·ve 
that so I wUl do. I will ·arise and go to my father.".'. Do you see that 'p-ojnt? 
-,He had a cZear mentaZ apprehension of a course to be taken in m'del' to get 
home. Hut he is still in the -far country as hungry as ever! :Some people are like 
that !here' to-night.. Yo.u have had your own way, !but you have discovered, as 
he did, that It does not pay. You have come to ·the same kind of ,bankruptcy; 
you have tried everythlng--land here is where you are to-night .. Scores of 
peopl!! haw said the same thing to ·me: "-I have no doubt, sir, whatever, that 
it is th4d·igh.t way to live., that I "must get ,back "into ri-gh.t relationship with 
God 'somehow/' . i dori't need to argue ·that ·point .. You are not infidels. You 
wlio' are: uncon'verted, you' are not irreligious 'People, or y,o,li would not be ·here. 
You know verY well God is above you; and. that If life is -to ;be complemented, 
completed, :r.oiihded .out, .if the" djvhie' purpose is to 'be realized, then somehOw 
or 'another, sometime or another; you must get back to God. The understanding, 
so fil;i- is enligbtened·; And there is a man or woman, 'Perhaps:many men and 
WOIJIEln, here, who Say in i'heir hearts 'IAmen!" .to what I say. "-I kno.w i·t is all 
true, sir, I never shall ·be right until ,I get 'back to "God." 'So far so good; but 
as yet you have not actually returned to your ·Father.. . 

'. Another thing:·.·It .Is perfectly clear in your mind -that 'life has' ,been a 
wretched .failure; and 'that there' is. no sep~rcittng .011£'-8. self. from the record 
of the pa8t without an acknowledgment 01 it. "I have to confess it", ,tlhe man 
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says. H I were to sit down and tal!k with you 'now you would .confess it·. to me. 
You would say, "I have no controversY'w"tth you,.·sir, op that· point: I admit ·it. 
Save your 'brea:th,'You need not argue wi,th me, I have failed; I don't pretend to 
anything else; 'I know I ought to get iback to God; and I ought to tell Him ·so. 
I ought to say to Him, 'I have sinned·" In my deepest spiritual consmousness 
I know it; and 1 ought to Ibow my iknee lbefore Him this nigb,t; and to tell 
Him so." tP·raise God for an enlightened understanding, if ·that 'be so! 

But I want YlOU to ·go a step further with me. 'Many of you will say 10-
night, "That is all ·'true, sir; and what is more, I am gOing to do that very 
thing. I will arise and go to my father". You are going to be' a Ohrlsto£an some 
time? "lCertalnly I am." You are gOing to face this sin questio.n sometime, 
and put it in the grave of Christ? "WUhout doubt,· sir, I cannot afford to 
ignore ·t!bat. All that is true, I ,vlII arise and go to my fa.ther." That IS'R 
mental attitude, though; and you are not saved. What· next? Oh, lIl.IItl'k the 
clear distinction which our text nlllikes. This y,oung man "came to himself"; 
his mind changed toward his father, toward his .present 'life, ,toward his ',past, 
toward his fu.ture-changed in every respect.! ·The direction of his will, of .·his 
intention, was changed. "1, wlIl arise". But he 'Was not sa'lied thereby. Then 
the Lord wraps. it all up .in these few words: '''And 'he a,rose, and came to his 
father". I don't say who8!t that is, for .the moment_hat is involved; 'lbut 1 
do say ,that the changed attitucZe 01 1ll;inlZ 1nust iBlue' in a definite act 01 :the 
will in order to saZvation. We may have all the instruction in the world and 
be lost. ''!Lord, Lord, open to us .. We have eaten and· d,run,k in Thy presence, 
and Thou 'hast taught in our streets. We have had ·divin~ teaching, we have 
had enlightenment of mind; but we never ·had tJhe act of will; we are outside 
of the door instead of inslde.,,-uHe a·rose and came to his father." 

:1)1. 
Now ,then, a few words of explana.tion as ,to WHAT IS IN\'OLVED IN THAT ACT 

OF THE Wrr.L: Again, in prEf:)aration for that explanation, let me point ·out. 
that whatever is Involved .in those words, "He arose", his' objective, his destina­
tion, was not his 'father's 'house; it was not his fa.tJher's .table; it was not the 
broad expanse of his father's estate-it was his lather's person. He came, not 
to a ·ho.use, not to a ta'ble, not to a full storeh,o,use, ibut he came to his father; 
Salvation consists In a personal relationsht.p to God. There is a value in ·a 
creed, in a statement of faith; but Bub'Bcri'ption ,to a creed IllS such, if t'hat ,be 
all, wnI not save ·anyone. 1 should 'be the last to underestimate the value of 
such subscription. You hBlVe learned the catechism; you may repeat it; you 
may be trained in a theological seminary, and Ibe perfectly or.thodox in your 
belief, and yet never ,be saved at alI; !for the reason that. our creeds are of 
value only as they rela.te us to Ood, as they' tell us the truth wbout God, and 
bring us -to God. 1 mig!ht even say, my dear friends, that ;believing the iBi'ble 
does not save a man. A.man. may intelleetually sulbscri'be to every word in 
tihoat iBoo·k, and say, "I don't ddsp.u-te it; 1 Ibelieve it from cover to cover." I 
told you the o,ther day 1 do not Uke to hear .people tal-k Hoke that; although many 
mwke that Iboast. To me the Bible is the very Word of God. !My ·.contention is 
that one may 'believe all that intellectually and yet -fail to ;find his way ,te!. the 
living Person of W.hom ,this Book spea.ks. .This young man did not stop uum 
he came to his father. And"fI 'repeat, we shall never !be saved by a mere con­
fession of faith; we shall never Ibe saved by obser.vance of ord,inances; we shall 
not be saved ,by gOing 'to church. . All ·tlie·se ,things ho8!ve thei·r place; . !but the 
fundamental, the vital, thing, ,is this: "He came .to his father". ,A,nd we must 
get .to o.Ur Father; we inust get !back to' God somehow or .another; we must 
push our way ,through' the. crowd and touch the hem of His garment, ·an!! get 
into personal and :vltal connection with God :Himselt, or we shall not Ibe save.d. 

. Weil, how can we 'get to the Father1. That 'is. elliSlIy answered: "No' man 
cometh unlio, the ·Fa.tIInlr, Ibut Iby. me". "I am· the way, the truth. and the life". 
We·must come to the 'Father through Jesus Christ the ,Son . .' There ts no· other 
way, The' only God 1 know is Jesus Christ. ''Why,'' .you· . say, "is 'lIe G~?" 
Yes" 'I' know no O'ther God. U He 'be no.t God we can iknow nothing about God·; 
He is absolutely the only full revelation of God, 'and .the only:way to.God! "1N0 
man cometh unto the Father' but Iby me." Well, then; .it resolves itself into 
this: we must get to' ,the Father; we must get to the Father through .Christ. 
What does LtmeaJi, ·then, to arilie and come.to.Christ? .. Is that not sImple? 
What is involved in that definite act of the will? He said; ",I. ,will ar~e~~; a,nd 
then' ·he did ·as ·be Said be: would:. 'llie arose, and came to· hls .. father." . 

Perhaps someon·e will- say, "'Now, sir, you. are gOing to' magnify th~·b.Uinan 
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will. Do you not ·know that the Hi'ble says salvation is of grace through fa.ith ?'. 
Yes, I do. I know ,that as 'Well as you do. ,But wha.t I wan.t to explain to you 
is that true fatth ts always an act of the will, not o.f the intellect. That is 
Where many people go astray. "Oh," some man says, "I cannot think it ,through, 
sir; I don't understand;· 'I cannot believe any,thing unless it is ·proved to me". 
It is all nonsense .you are talking. You students a.re perhaps not blamed beca.use 
the professors have put it .into your hea.ds·,that yOI\l are a little superior, and 
that diffi~ulties of fai.th are difficulties of the intellect. They are not difficulties 
of the intellect at all-they are difficutties of the will! And that is ·why it is 
written, "He that 'beUeveth not s1hall 'be d,amned." No man is condemned for 
doing that which he cannot help doing, or for failing to do that which he 
finds it .impossible to do. If faUh were the result, merely, of Intellectual pro­
cesses; or If unbelief were caused 'by a defective understanding, a g,racious God 
would never condemn us for that. But pl'QlPerly understood, faith is always 
an act o·f the wUl. 

What did the young man say? "Give me the ,portion of goods that falleth 
to me. And he divided un.to them his IIv.f.n.g. And not many days after the 
younger son gathered all together, and too,k his journey into a far country." 
You see he lbelleved that he would .be better on: by .going awa.y from home; and 
believing that he would Ibe ,better off, he acted upon ,the ,basis of his faith; 
and he went in.to a far country. How did he ~o.? By a ·deUberate and definite 
act of his own will. How df.d he get back? ,In exactly t'he same way. 

iLet me make it very simple: I called this afternoon to see one of our dear 
sisters w-ho is in the hospital to undergo a serious OIPeration; and 1.t was a 
great !benediction to. my own soul as I saw her so peaceful and so happy in 
the Lord; and confi·dent, too, that the Lord in Ris mercy ·had ,brought to her 
side a skilful physician and an expert su·rgeon. Now that young woman knew 
some,thing wbout the ·doctor. I think v-ery Ukely she would trust her pastor 
with a great many things; but I don't think she w-c;uld trust him .to perform a 
sur·gical operation, 'because she ·knows he does not 'know anything a:bout it. 
She would say, 'Wo than'k you, I 'believe in you up to a certain point, but I 
don',t believe in you as a surgeon; I w'ould ra.ther have someone who knows 
more 81bont it". And she would be quite rIght. 'But knowing something about 
a .. puticular surgeon, 'being .persuaded of his ·skill, she said·, "I 'know I need 
an operation; I .believe I ought to 'have' the O1Ieratioon; some day I will su!bm.it 
to it." But at leng;th ,the day came when she said to her doctor, "I will go 
Into the hospital to"day, and to-morrow you shall 'o,perate." 

Because she ha'd con,fidence in that surgeon's skill, she .put her life in his 
hands, It would have :been useless for he.r to say, "I have no doubt whatever 
that Dr. So-and-So is a ve~ exper,t surgeon; and I have no, dou,bt at all ibut 
that he could 'perform the ope·ratlon; and I am quite sure if 1 had it over I 
s'hould be better. I should 'be well. I ibelieve all that." iBut we might then 
have said: ''!Well, then, 'Why don'.t you go?" "Well, ·because-becaus8---ibecause" 
-becau8e 'You dIOn't believe. That 1s why. Such irresolution would argue that 
there 'was a reservation somewhere. ·Suppose you hear to-.night .the screech of 
a iftre reel dashing past your ~louse. You are not disturbed· !by it,-a common­
place-only' someone's house 'is O.ll fire. Why troU!ble aJbout it? You cannot put 
it· out. You don't 'know where it Is; it may ·be five mUes ,away. But sU'pposing 
that s;pparatus w·ere. to come to your door, 8IIld supposing you hear someone 
knocking at midnight'and you say, "What is .the matter?" You throw up your 
window, and someone sa.ys. ''The house is 'oll iftre." And you answer, "Are you 
sure? Are you quite sure? Well, how do you know?" ''Why, I can see !.t." 
Would you stand there to argue aibout it? How long? Just IQng enough to, ,be 
convinced of the 'trut~ of .that alarm. And the moment you actua.lly ibelieved 
that you·r house wal;! (In ;nn;l; you would act.. And ·if you did no.t act, it would 
prove that you did. not !beH.eve ... lIt wQuld ,be_ of no use to say, "I 'beHeve in ,the 
fire alarm.. I believe most. prol'J)undly that when a man 1s s;wakelled at mid­
night and· is told his house is on fire, he oughot to get \lip. .r ·beIleve a.ll tha.t." 
But faith of tha.t .sort would not save, my -friend,s. ·How simple it is!-what 
you do actuallY"believe you will act·upon. 

I crossed ,the sea; a good many times during the war; and I have never 
enjoyed an ocean palilsage so. much as durin·g ,the war. It .was especially inter­
esting going thl'ough the submarine zone. I nev~r feLt Ithe sl!ightest bit d·is­
tul'lbed. We wore .our life-.1!elts dow·n· to the dining rooJP., then ,took them off 
and threw them over the back of the ch;a.ir to 'be m'o.re comfortable; gOing Uil 
on deck we carried' them with, us, and put ,them on again. I 'Went over on one 

.. 
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shiP .. ' ,the. Arablc; 'and on ·the way !back It was torpedoed·. when -i" came back 
in Septem'ber of that year half the A,rabic crew were on the ship. '. They. had 
been rescued, and put on another ship. 'I recognized the stew,lird, the' purser, 
and several others; and taliked wiUt them a.bout their experlences. " ~ 

. There was one man, an old man, who had Ibeen e. passenger on. the· Aralbic 
when she was tor,pedoed. He had :been in a. lLfe-boat ltio.r Ihours before they were 
picked up 'by. a torpedo Iboat. He told me a story which I shall never forget. 
They were' all assigned positions in the life-iboat.-I otten wondered how we 
would get there i·f Ute ship should blow up. !But ,they did everything possible 
to insure our safety iby giving us :posHlons in the shi'll's Ufe-'boats. T·hie passen· 
ger told me of his experience when the Ara.bic was going down. There was a 
woman who had a' little girl; and she came ou,t of he,r cabin a ,few minu.tes 
after the shl,p was struck, with her u.ttle girl Iby the lIl·and" and walked u·p to 
her station at the life.;boat to which she 'had ,been assigned. There was a great 
deal of confusion, and the Uttle girl ,began to cry. Her mother said, "Don't 
cry, dear, don't cry. We are going to 'be all rig·ht. II told you you would prob­
a'bly have a ride .in a little Ibo·at as well as a ,big one before we .got h9Iile." 
And Utat Ibrave woman lifted the child over' the railing into the Ihoa.t,· and then' . 
got 'in herself, as ,though it were her daily custom-.-wi,thou:t the sUghtest" anxiety, 
w.ithout any confusion at aU. And ·he ~ald, ~'Her con~.)lct w~.8J!. in~irat~on Jo 
the crew and everyone." That woman had implicit fai~h in the 'bpat,. in the 
crew, and in all the arr<tngements; and she acted upon ber faith. . .. .. 

Now someone says, "Well, sir, I believe all that; .r :believe II am'a sinner." 
Yes! "I 'believe that Jesus died ,for sinners." Yes! "I believe that 'He Uves, 
and that He can and wlll save sinners." Yes! that is flne-but. you are not 
saved. "Oh, I am sure the !blood of Jesus.'Christ, God's ,Son, will cleanse from 
all sin." Yes! What then? '''He arose". What d·Des ,that mean? It means what 
that woman's faith meant: iHere was a great s'hip, "beaut1fullY'furnlshed', 'with 
g:rea~ engines-a floating ,palace; and ·here was a .:boat that w();uld· prabaJbly 
carry fifty or sixty people-not 'any more-..:.-nothlng ,tci ,keep. y'Qq Wa,rni,. appax:- . 
ently nothing to feed you when you were hungry. But when the '"alarm' 'was 
given, and this woman knew that thoat great ',palace waS gohig' down, with 
perfect composure she' took her little g.irl from the great Shi'll, and :ltfted her 
over into the ~aH boat; -th~n·&he got over into the boat .. 'herself, and leaving 
everything behind, committed iierself, and what. was .D;iOI:~ preCio\1s .tli8.1i :life' 
to her, her own darlhlg ~hi~d, to the keel?lng of ,t'hat :U.fe~boat. "Xoii !lee, It. Was 
a case 'o,f being saved in ,that Iboat, or !being lost a.ltogether. . :. .- ..... 

What does it·mean to come to !Christ? n means to cease ,from :all -effoi'ts.:of 
our own, from all dependence upon anyth.fng In this world· or the next b'Ut the 
prom,ise of God,. Who, cannot lie. 'U will· arise"-"He ~ose." . He'. goi".O'Ui".of 
one Iboat into the other; and commi.tted himself defln1teIy to his' fath·er. 

[ h,ave Ibeen 'so .glad to hear of people 'being'· con·verted in lheir seaiii. : 'A 
hrother ,told me the other day......,one of our workers ·.who had 'been: very' :zealous 
and active in speaking ,to people ,per~Qnally,-he had been preaching the Word­
and he came ,to me, and told me be had had a new joy. I said; uwnat" is it?" 
And he said, Someone was saved just where he was sitting; merely: frOm hearing 
the Word. Why. .not be :saved just where·. you are?·. "He 8,fose, ,and. catp..~:¥.> 
his father."'. ........ .' .' .'",' .. . ... , ,": .. , 
. . t shall .s.pe!lJk. to y.ou about "!Jome, 'Sy.r~t 'H~me~',' pex.t.E!I.qnilliY.· r·thi~lnve 
wJll 'finish tlils "serles .next" ,Suhday night, wQ,en .r ·shaU-·-try 'to 'S!row' you there 
is fib ,ploa'ce' il-ke·hoin.e. BiLt listen'! .. There Is .. a·man down ·there.who says, .. '!W.elf, 
sh',:-I will"":"l ·wm~l:wm-...jI; ,will commit .myself· to..:the .LOl'd Go.d'.'. :e~t .w~t 
then? what .then? ,·''Bll't"w.Ae~.b.e was -yet a.great 'way o1'f'~-he Ihad done ·all that 
he could; he arose; .he l,f.ted hils foot an~.Bet '4i!de~fand. h-f.lda~.i£Qward·h.9.~~ 
"Bii£ when'he was Yet.~,"great. W.;ly "off; hie fath~r ~aw'lhlm, and'had compaSsion, 
and ran, and feIl on' 'his neck;' 'and 'kissed ,h'lm."· . ." Ahd th·e· moment ,his Ifoa".thei' 
put,hJ!iI. ~r~Ii! .. ~bo!lt ... h.i~ ~~ th~ w.ay,~fo~e he got home,. he·.'W~s.68.y.ed!' .. And 
if lot be so. that Y:OUr w.ill .Is y~el4ed .to JesUs :Chrl.s~ ·to-..n.igtlit; ':if . yon . can: 'say: 

.' . ~ .... - : ~'JuS't as.I·a,m:wi~~out.o~e.·.~l~a;":;·:·.· . '.' ...... '., .--:" .. ;::.'.:. 
.. .' . . ... 'But .. that .'1;hr ·]blood wail shed'-~or. me,.' ... , ... ',,: ~ ... 

. And that Thou ibid'at me 'comli .. to·Thee, . .. ..' .. ~ 
. - . Oh. Lamb of God, iI co-me. I come,~!... . . -" 

if· you. a:re willing to leave all in His qands, as· th8.t d.ear gi~l le.~~es·~~J'!i9~f In 
the hands of the surgeon, tHe will save you; He bids us yield ourselves to Him, 
and for .time and for eternity • .trust Him for our salvation. Will you' arise and 
come to your Father? 
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TJae . publication of this jlaper as a missionary .nterprise i. made poIDole by the gifts 01 
member. 01 ] arvis Street Church and otbers, and is sent to subscribers by mail for $2.110 
(under cost) per year. If anr 01 the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we shall be grateful lor any thank-olfring you .may be able to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time; and especially lor your prayers that the messa~e 01 The Witlless may be used h,. 
the Holy Spirit lor the defence of the Faith, the salvation of souls ... and the exaltation of 
Christ. AI our lunds make it possible, we hope to add to our Iree list, lrom time to time, 
the names of ministers at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
A GREAT PRAYER CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO. 

'From January 25t1h to 28th, the BaptllSt ·Bible Union of iNorth America will 
hQld a great Prayer Conference in the old !Moody Chu·rch, corner of Chicago 
an·d La Salle Aven.ue!!, Chicago. All over the land there are companies of people 
who are :besee'ching God to send a great rev:iv'lll. Great nuIDlbers of ministers 
who- are true to the faLth, and- who have earnestly contended for the faith, Ihave 
an ever-deepening conviction that if the tIde of unbelief is to be tu·rned .back, 
and the old"time spiritual 'prosperity is to return to the churches of our beloved 
Denomination, .there must come a spiritual revival. 

Important as it is that we should display the 'banner that God has given 
to thQse w~o fear Him Ibecause of .the truth, that we should, by voice an.d pen, 
combat the heresies of the day, it must be evident to all, that the only really 
effective Apologist for the gospel is .the Holy 'Spirit Himself. !It was .God Who 
plellided iRis own cause on Mount Carmel; and it was God W'ho estaJbliished the 
truth of the resurrection, with all that .that im.plies, o(j.n the day of Pentecost. 
And ·the men and women whose minds have been !blinded by the god of this 
world, and who are carried away Iby the 'Plausilble sophistries of !Modernism, 
wi11 :be made to ·bow ,their' ·knee to Christ, and -to confess that He is Lord to tlh·e 
glory' of God· the .Father, only by the .power of the God that answers 'by fire. 
The individ.ual life that is Spirit-filled, and the church that is set on fire ;by 
the Holy Ghost, are ind'isputlllble evidence th8;t Jesus Christ is Lord, and that 
the BLble is the WIo.rd· of God. 

The 'Baptist BIble Union is what its name implies-;a union of Baptists who 
believe the Bbble ·to 'be the Word· of God. The reason for its existence also los 
implied in its name. Tb.ere are ·people who are called Baptists who do not 
beJjeve tJte iBilble to be the Wiord- of God. The !Baptist Bible Union is a fell~w­
s/llip ·of 'Baptis.ts who are Revelat'ionists as opposed.' to Rationalists, who are 
Trinitarians ali! opposed to Unitarian·s, who ·are Creatioil1sts as opposed -to Evo­
lutionists, who are 'E~iationists as opposed 'both to oRemoedlalists and to those 
who believe only in the moral infiuence of the Atonement, who ar.e Regenera­
tionists as opposed ,to Reformationlsts-.-in a word, it -is a fellowship of !believ-
ers in SupernaturalLsm, as opposed to -Naturalism, .in religion. . 

. .. . 

The Baptist ~ible Union, therefore, sends out this' earnest call ·to all 'Bap­
tists whoo can Iby any posstlblllty come to Chioa~o for. the days nB!IDed, ·to jOin 
us in the hi~torical 'Moody Ohurch-where !Moody.pr·ay~d .. and from wb,~ch .. pla,ce 
he went fort.h .:as a fi8;m-ing evangelist-to ·pray tha.t God will on.ce .again 'v:isJt 
His people ,by a mighty. religious aW.akening all over this CQntinent. . 

At the time of 'going to preSs, we are unable w 'give the complete Hat of 

\ 
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speR'kers. We al,'e hoping and ,prayIng that it may 'be possible for that valiant 
soldIer of ChrIst so greatly 'beloved 'by scores of thousands In AmerIca .and 
Canada, Dr. W. B. Riley, to ibe with us. He has not yet resu,med his d·u.ties 
In Ihis o.wn church, nor will he d,o so, we understand, untll the spring. We 
shall not urge him .to speak., but if he is IlIble to ibe with uS,his presence alone, 
even for an hour, will ,be one of the mIghtiest ,possIble testimonIes to the power 
of prayer. I.t seems nOit only 'l>l"oOO'ble, 'but almost certaIn, that he will come 
back to us and to the fight for the faith, from the valley of ,the shadow, wIth 
his g.l"eat ,powers, not only of mInd and spIri.t, Ibut of Ibody also, unimpaIred. We 
belleve hundreds of· people would travel long ·dIstances ·for the InspIration tha.t 
will come from. seeIng his .face In ,the flesh again. 

One of the ,princIpal ,speSikers at the 'Conference will !be Dr. J. Fl"aiJ.,k Norris. 
of Fort Wor.th, Texas.' We are findIng that many men are !becomIng increas· 
ingly indifferent to tJhe utterances of mere theorists .. i1'f we could d.rag some 
theological pro,fessors from their class· rooms, and tu'rn them loose In the slums 
to test their modernistic vag.aries there, It would ,prabably do ~ore to con­
vInce them of .the emptiness and uselessness of ,theIr theories th8.n· a' tho-wand 
arguments. 'People go. ,to, B~ble conferences now to as·k, "·What has thI,s man 
behind him? Is !he d.1scussIng·a theory, o·r has he reduced .the prInci·ples of 
his teach.ing to practice? Has he put hIs gospel to the proof? . Has hIs mIn· 
istry Ibeen in demonstretion of ,the SpIrit and of power? Has he !built any· 
thing that will stand the test of the judgment-seat (J,f Christ?" It 18 the affirma· 
tive answers to. these and many abher ·questions which gi.ye authorJ.ty to the 
Ininis,try of a man Uke Dr. NorrIs. A great church like that of Fort Worth 
is not th'e result of evolution, nor d'oes U come iby accident, nor i.s it the prod,uct 
of the ministry o'f relig.ious extremis.ts. . 

We have rea·d a story of ,the old 'horse-omnilbus days in London, to the 
effect that a stranger, ·ridIng 'o,n the top of an omin'bus ,Su'nday morning .in the 
neIghbourhood of The 'Elephan,t And Castle, saw crowds of people aU going in 
one directian. He asked a fellow,passenger where they wel"e going; to 'Which 
the passenger replied, "They al"e gof.ng·to hear that 'fool .. Spurgeon';" The' old 
omni.bus driver overheard the remark, and turning in his seat, he sadd, "iSi·r, I 
have ,been driving on tMs route twenty years, and every iSund'ay morning, rain 
or shIne, .J see .these ·thousand's of people wend,Ing theIr way toward ISpurgeon's 
T·abernacle. If Spurgeon were a fo'ol, some of these people would 'have found 
jot out 'before now. A gl"eat mass of people do 1I10t follow a f,o.ol very long." 
The story appUes ,to ,others as well as to Spurg.eon; and especially to the great 
wor,k of the Fjrst ,Baptiost 'Church, Fort Worth. ilf ·IDr. Norris were what hIs 
enemies try to persuade us he is, the multitude of people' who a,uend hiB 
ministry In Fort Worth 'would have found it out before tibis.· W]l.erever Dr . 
. No,rris goes, he is listened to, especl.ally 'by ministers', Ibecause. he has behInd him 
a great church, which ls the most convincing evidence that God is with him .. 
Dr. Norris wlll gIve several ad,dresses at Chicago. 

Another o,f the pl'lincl'pal spea;kers wlllibe the Rev. Professor E. M. 'Keirstead, 
M.A., D.ID., LL.D., Professor of 'Systematic Theology In MCMaster" Universl,ti, 
Toronto .. The mind of Professor Keil"Stead Is one of the most richly fum.1shed· 
we have ever 'known .. He was graduated with A:B. from. the UniverSity of /New 
Br.unswick, his DIlItive Province;. and later' l"eceivlid the: degree of. M.A. from 
AcadIa University, WOlfv.me,.IN,IS, He studied·theology·. under. Dr. Hovey;' and 
graiiuated I'll theology from lNewton Cen·ter, !Mass; He received the degree of 
D.D. from Aca.dI-a University,. and IJL.D, from !St. ~anc~s Xavier U~ivers.tty, 
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Quebec.. Dr: Keirstead was for 'some years Professor of' English Literatu·re 
in Acadia University; and has for some years . !been IProfessor of Systematic 
Theology in MdMaster UniiVersity, Toronto. . 

Many years ago, :belloo-e we had even met Dr. Keirstead, we met' a young 
man .in :the West, who 'Was a gradua.te o.f Acadda University. He did not 
boast of his University as though, irrespective of changes in the personnel of 
the faculty, .it were the ihoo.dqual'lters of all the virtues: he ha'd sense enough 
to Iknow tha.t·it is the principles which find .their incarnations in the professors, 
which ma·ke a un.iversity. This yo.ung m·an asked the writer of this article if 
he had ever met Professor Keirstead, and upon receiving a negative reply, he 
assured us that a great treat' was in store. "For", said Iile, "r always thin,k 
of hinl as ·the man who made Jesus ~Chr.ist real ,to me. !He was Professor of 
English Literature; and no matter what the 'particular subjec.t was, he taught 
it in tile light of his knowledge of ChriB>t". Years late·r we 'heard, Professor 
Keirstead del~ver an address; and 'we were captu·red at once. With all his 
learn·ing, Iilis' faith in Ohrist is as simple ··as a child's. He speaks in universal 
terms; 'his God is the -God an·d Father of the Lord Jesus Christ Who sa.id, 
"Suffer iittle ch-ild·ren to come unto me", ;but his is' also ·the God' of the uniiverse, 
to Whose will and ·purpose every atom is vitally related. In Dr. Keirstead's 
addresses at 'Chicago, there will !be fo·od fo~ the whole man. . 

· . By virtue of his office as President of the Union, tJhe writer of this article 
will have so~e part an the' proceeding·s; and wjll ,prQlbalbly deJ.iver one or two 
ad·dresses: . 

. 'rhe followdng programme will be carried out as printed~ 'o,nly if . some of 
the speakers invited, whose 'acceptance we have not yet rec.eived, are unllible to 
come: 

Sunday, January 25th: . (Morning, Professor IE. IM.- Kelrstea.d, D.D. Afte·i­
noon, .Rev: T: T .. Shields; D~D. EiVening, 'Rev. 'J. Frank NorrIs, D.:D. 

· iM0!lday,' January 2'6th: Afternoon, Dr .. J. Frank 'Norio.!s. Evening, Dr. E. 
M. Keirstead. 

Tuesday, Janu.ary 27,th: -i\,f,ternoon, Dr. ·E. 1M. Keirstead. Evening, Dr. T. 
T. Shields. 

W'ednesdoay. January 28th: .A~ternoon, Dr. T. T. Sh!lelds. Evening, Dr. J. 
Fran'k Norris . 

. ,. ~ll-the addresses 'will'bear upon'tJile m.aln suhj~ct_of·reV!lval, magnifying the 
va.iu~ ·Qf.Gqd's :Word,:: th~' ef;ricacy;'_of th!! at!>ni~g ~blood,. 'Q.~d, the pq.wer of: the 
H9ly spirIt; and. th'e relation of pra.yer· to all these;· .. ~ . . ~.. ': ~. . .. '" . . . . .' " 
· :. ·We· ear.nestIy:'in·y,l.te 'OhrIstians :generaUy/ and :B·ap,t'lsts ·tn· particular, who 
can ·poss.ilbly. come to Chic.ago on. theSe . dates, ,to; join wi.th· us in'senditng out a 
call to Goo's people every·where- to 'bend all·their' lmer.gi'es, by prayer aitd effort', 
to~~~' ~~e'iprom~tI~n' of·a.g·r~at .spirit~ftl awa.~!miqg ... · ." __ ..... 

. : . Further 'information may: be' 'o.bta·ined froin: the :.Secret~y-TreS.su,;~~- of·tJli~ 
Baptist BI!ble . UnIon·: .. W'ss 'EdUh REid.man, .Room '>34'0;'- Mon~n Bldg., 44{) South 
Deiuoorn"St.; chiicago~ 'IU.··· .: _:' . : :. '. .- _..... '.':. - . ~ 

· .-. -We' .~liai:l :p~ giM..J(.ih~~e·~j.,ii9 ~a:~not:.cdm.e .t~· chi~~o;.t~:'ha~.th~~ :d~t~~ 
in"mind;' and :earAe'St~y .~nv.oke. 'God;s blessing: uPOli' the. ~eeti~gs .. · . And 'al~ 
a.hy con~ri.biit.lon: to ',the gener'al 'work of '.the··ffi1l:ptist· iBi.ble-· Union. will ~. ~o.st 
gratefully rec.eived." . . . ." . 
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LESSON LXV'DlI. . Ja,nuary 18th, 1926 

NEHEMIAH'S CALL-Nehemiah, Chapters 1·3, 

l,. Nehemiah's Call, 
1. [t came to Mm "in ,Shushan the paJoace." It Is not often God.'s voice 

is hea·nll; 'in ith·e paliace. There wu no room in tJhe in,n fo,r Jesus to 'be born, 
hence the In,fan.t ,saviour WILS' cradlloo' in a. manger. AndJ the acouSltllcs of the 
s>taJbIe are oHen, mora ,f'avourab'le· to ,s!plribual voice's -than of the more comifOiI"t· 
a:ble room's ot the in.n. But though "not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mig.h;ty, 1l,Ot llllaDlY ·nioible, are caHedJ," gra·ce will n.ot ibe denied a hearing 
ill tJh:e pal-ace when God, \v'lHs; to choojs'e an' instrunumt for Hi'S pur.pose th·ere. 
Th,ey are wi'Sla w.ho oodoy the' comforts' ·of ,the palace w'ho re:fu8 to al:low :their 
b\'es~in~s to .shu,t theIr earls to ISipiTi,tua,l voieeiS·. 

2. -N8IheJm:ia'h. itOUUlt,i! :hie place in a very natura'l way. He vias Dot gdv8ID. 
som·e eIXtrao,rdJi'nary visto·n. He o·nly p'el"mll,tted! hiiS! hoeaJ'lt to ask a questiiOlIl 
cODioern,inlg. hJios IBIS'S 1la.vour,ed· ;bre'bhTen, O:tJher,s W'OUld, fin.dl opportunities for 
!;e-rvice were ·tJhey not .too .s!3'lfish, even to enquire aBi to ot!h.8Tis' state. 

3. The tld'in,g!S1 of the a(ofUctiOln a·ndi approach oIf hisJ 'brethren: £!IUed hLm 
wiot:h sorr;ow a!1J(t d;roV'e hinll too Jlasti'DJg 8II1!d' prayer. W'e ·may judige orur own 
spiri,tual -sta.te by the effect upon our OWlll' sp'irit ot news of others' reproach. 
We mJu'st learn to' w,ee:p wiJt)h th'o'Sie ,tha:t weep .befoTe 'WIe' s1haU be alble to r·e· 
joice with those who do rejoice. . 

4. Nehemiah'.s pnay·er 'Is a m'<ld!eI. Flr.st, he remeIDlbered, hliSl own prayer. 
How man.y d'O'? NeX·t he prayed. to a' Gott in coveDlaillJc with HI,s people. Noth· 
ing los mor,a cOD·fiTmatoTY' of ~th than tthe promJiJs:es of the CoV8ID.·llIn.t. Of 
the cutp of .the Supper the ·Savlou·r 's-add, "This cU!P is <the new covenant 1n' my 
bl'O,od." Fur·thea-, N6'hemlah cOiDofeiStS:ed the sin's of .the people witlh hIie ow·n. He 
thlan .pI).ead'B'd: t.'h.e promis'e's oif till·e Co·vena.nt. 

II. Nehemiah's Response to the Divine Call, 

1. Itt was III testimony to the qualllty of 'hILs O'w'D' fattlh that he wa's; IlllJVarj·a;bly 
cheerf.ul wbout hlos w.ol"'k. Is 'cheerful-n'eSIS' a habi'tJ or an accident w.l,th UtBI? Is 
it conUn.u'Ous 0'1' OCCIIISiiOiDi8Il'f. 

2. It WalS a te'stimon.y to 'the diept!h. at hiS! r.e!·igioos, ,s~pa.tJh<ies. thiat news 
of Zlon'8J .s:o.rrows lIllIa{le pel'tronal gIlad,n.E!IBIS im!pOBlSliJble an:d: afJfl'ieted, hlim wlth 
a' ~ielf 6'0' .pod!gnant ,that; i't could! IliO,tJ \be dd:sig!U'lsed~· Our chara.ctel'lS may 'be 
tested. Iby a,n. examinat!ion o,f t'he ,SIOUt!\C6S from which, ou'!' 30ys an,dJ 'trorrows 
s·pring. 

3. Nehemiah 'ddd not answer the klng's question till he had prayed 
(c·h. 2:4.) - . 

4. Wfoth con!l:.ldence In God! he madie req.ueSit to Ithe ]clng and, was not 
tllmppoanted·. A~ whio wou1ld: ra!'se mOIliey to rEfi>U'nd Jerumlem should, l~'Nl 
to pray mruch bEifor·a solicijjing .suIllSicri.ptio·llISt. 

5. Th·e m8llan'cho'ly ·r.ellraJi'll 'Of t'h!e whiole 'BlibIe is here repeaJted (ch. 2:10). 
Go·d, never slets befo,l'8I Hi;sI peo'pIai an. o'PE!iDI .[)lool' ·wi'th<OlUot there 'being ma'DY 
adiVer.SlaTies. . . . . . - .. ... 

6. NelhelIn·iah SIOught a clear: ll!ndienBitandllng oIf :Ithe magni'toudie of,· hios task 
(VB', 12·16). It is IIlIBltnu'Ctive 00 view thoe ru~'n Isin ·h·as w·rougih,t. It 1'8 ·no.light 
thlJllg to .relpaJir th,e WllIIstag·e of ~in. Notbdng WliU BlO 'llIUmlble· us, .wheth·er .as 
preacher.s', Oil" teachel'ls,' or ,Ch·rlsti'an worki8'l"S fin.' olthEllI' SIp'hsl'Ies,' as· an exam~· 
n.llltlo·n· of ·,the IlIII!WTe and' exten,t of our t~; nor woiLI an.Y't'hing do mate t6 
tl!rlve us to our knees. .' ':'" . 

. 7. Neh'elIDtla·h en,coul'ag·ed!· other,s bY" the nelation of Ms own ·expe.r.ience 
of God'~s ·leadi.ng: .... lIhen I .told them of the' nand· of 'my' God which was good 
u-p;on m·el." .Jot :Is wb.solutel!y imi'I'B'pensa'ble to /lin'Y"ellfectlve elplr~toual lead·er,Shill 
that we 'have a pSll"SIOna'1 ·~pea-ienoe o:f what Good wiH 'd'G fo-r tho.se who. tl'ULStt 
au,d 'ollley Hhp... ': . ' _ : 

; 8. TheI"e is' no \bettea- alllsw.er for thoe lI.dover.sary -i'htail .'a· co~eSlSion of 
faith .!j·n Goo', . 

-.. 9 .. The tenlth -clhtap.ter i·s it .record 0If a rlg,hJtJ dilvision' of oI·albo.r .. Observ.e 
th.e ·phrlLSl~S1,. "Next· un.to him," "Next-· unto them," "After th'em repail'!oo," 
~abbai earnestly.repaired the other. p1ece;" "A.nother·pieee," etc., etc.' These 

. all SlUgg,Emt .t'hat .Neh~h· '\V'as'~ wl.Sie 'u 'Gyor& a,.D-d·,suc.~e8dredJ· In getting .others 
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to help hd,m, ea-c.h 'J:ruUd~n.g Ms "piece.'" ODJI.y 1Ih,1JJSI can Godi',s work file d.oue. 
Let UiS remeliliber tba't the LOO',d of ,the :paraJble "gave to every man Ms' work." 
" 10.' The wOl'k was done by the common people for tlhe most part: "Thei,r 
nobles put not ,their necks to the work of their !Lord." [t is ever so. 

TWO GREAT MEETINGS. 
It is d'oubtful whot'her, eyen in t·he long history of Jarvis Street Church, 

two such extraordinary meetings have 'been held as were held New Year's Eve 
and New Year's morning. Wednesday 'evening t'he meeting :began at nine 
o'clock; and by ten o'clock the leetur,e ,hall was ,crowded, every seal1: heing 
occupied'. A spirit of prayer was upon the pe()ple; and without any cess·a·tion, 
the ·tid'6 of prayer flowed on until about ten minutes to twelve, when a hymn of 
praise was sung; and then the laslt five minutes O'f t'he year was ,spent in silent 
prayer, w,hile the New Year was hailed with songs of rejoicing. 
. 'Ten-thirty was the hour for the N'6w Year's m.orni'ng meeting; but so many 
came at ten o'clock ,that ,the meeting was begun, and 'by a few minutes after 
half-pa,s,t ,ten, the aecture :hall was again packed. l'here WJaS some singing; 
but it was evid'ent ,that the people ,had come with ·a desire to pray, and prayer 
!;ontinued ,!Jnceasingly' till elev,en-f,or.ty-five. The Putor ,then spoke ,briefly, 
r~ferring to th~, New Yea.r's motto for 1924, "Thou shalt see greater, t'hing,s than 
thes'e", and to the Ill'bund'ant fu:lfilment Ot that pr,omis,e in !the ohurch's experi­
enee during ,the year. He then gave as the mot.to ,for t'his year, II Corinthians 
3: 5: "Our sufficiency is 'of God". 

As soon as testimony was called for, people rose all over the 'building, as 
many as 'faur and five being on ,their ilfe,t at once. This ,continued till far past 
half-pa,st twelve; so that the Putor was obliged to ask all those who would 
like to give a ·testimony to stand·. A great company responded to t'his invita­
tion, and remained s,tanding as ,one by one they expl"essed their gl1Qltitude for 
blessings past, and expressed their confidence that larger 'blessing was in 
store. This great New Year's meeting closed wit.h the singing of one of 
Jarvi.s Street's favori·te hymns\ "All Hail the Power 'o'f Jesus' Name'''. 

THE BIBLE SCHOOL ENTERTAINMENTS. . 
For some time !the Christmas f.estivals of .t·he various depar,tments of the 

Biblle School have been in p,r,ogress. And 'how wonder,ful they ,have beenl­
every department· 'bigger rhan the whole Bible School was before. Th'e B. D. 
Thomas' HQ;ll wa.s packed for the Cradle Roll, Heginner,s', and Primary Depart­
ments! supper, and so was -the gl"eJIlt lecture 'hall for the entertainmell't toll ow­
ing. The same was true of ,the Junior Department. 

At this writing we !have just come upstairs from the reunion of the Young 
People's Depar.tmen,t. What a ni~ht it ha.s .beenl~t·he B. D. Thomas Hall was 
crowded in every par,t. At the en'tertainment;, if such it may 'be called, after­
ward', we were Hfted to the h'eavenly places. The knowledge !:,hat the over­
whelming majority of 'that grea.t company of young men and women 'have 
come into the church-most ,of them 'being converted-wi,thin the last ,two 
years, WaS an inspimtion which led us' to f.eel that nothing was impossible. 

, The quality,o,f life, ,too, i.s proving a perpetual ,surprise!-young men and 
women, of whose talents we, 'had, no knowledge, ·taking t'heir place and of ,their 
own,thinking, telling- us of the j,oy 'of ,thle Lord. We have never seen'a happier 
band of young people. It reminded us, of t·he story of the prodigal-toT-hey 
began to :be .mer,ry". The young people 'of Jarvis Street haY,e,certainly h'egun 
to'.be merry. 'May t'hey never .cease their, merriment un·til they sing the song 
of'M'oses ana the Lamb in the ,.celle,stial dty,--oand then, their merriment. 'witll 
last f·or ever. Th,roughout ,the entire evening, a high spiritual tone was main­
tained; and ·the great "company rejoiced brefore t'he L'ord very much" a'ii" David 
must hav~, rejoiced before. the ark. ' 

THE' RESIGNATION, OF REV. W. L. McKAY, B.A;' 
. ., So:rlle if:j'me a'go, ~J;'. McKay, who .for about four years has 'been ,Supei-in~ 
tenilent of ,our Parliament Street Branch, S'6nt ·his resignation to t·he Deacons' 
Board, info,mling us that he 'had res'ponded to the call of the West; and 
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expected to take up .p·ail,toral di.lties there. Mr .. M.cKay .has d'one a great work 
in Parliament Str·eet Branch. He is one .of the 'truest and noblest men we 
have eVer met. He is a burning anda shining light; but he is 110t a sky-rocket; 
he d'qes not gallop to ·his· goal; but steadily aOld, faithfuilly, day' by day," he 
presses fo.rward the Lord's work. While ·the Sund.ay Schools ·of. oth'er denomi­
nations in It.he Parliament Stl'leet district ·have been stead.ny declining, the Par­
liament Street School "has no,t only main.tained its stren.gth, bu,t it has slowly 
increased, so that we have an attendance there of a·bout I·hree hundred. .' 

Mr. McKiay ~has fel,t a desir·e to settle in a regu'lar pasto.rate where all the 
du.ties of ,the pasroral office would be his. We congra·tulate the Medicine Hat 
churoh on s,ecuring for their pastor s'uc'h an' able minister of the New Testa­
l~lent. l\{r. McKay leaV'Cs the 'service of the Jarvis Street Church with the 
confidence and affectioll of the Pastor and deacons, and fhe entire member­
s·hip. Had ,t)l.e Parliamen.t Street Branch affordeeL promise of development 
into -the kind of work .for w'hidl Mr. McKay is so admirably filtted, every effort 
would 'have been made ,to retain his services. He will be foHowed to -his new 
field by the prayers of the whole church. . 

THREE GREAT FELLOWSHI:P MEETINGS. 
W'e beli·eve that a church, .like a business, should periodically take "stock. 

The month of January will :be "s,tock-taking" month in Jarvis Street. )t.·is, 
of c'ours'e, impossible accuraJtely to me;asure a churc'h's spiritual progress;' but 
so far as it is poss-ible, Jarvis Street wi')) attempt this during January. . 

The ·three· metings of next week-Tuesday, Thursday, and, Saturday·-will 
be feHows·hip meetings. The Bible lecture will bc omitted Thursday evening. 
An effort wili1 be made .to secure ,t,he presence of every memb·er of the church 
at one, at least, of these threc mee,tings-all of them if possi.1J1e, bu,t one at 
Icast. At every meting time wi')) be taken for prayer; but 3It t'hese particular 
meetings, s,pecial emphasis will ·be laid upon tes!l:imony. We shall hope to 
hear, in a brie,f sen,tence, from hundred·s of our membe'rs concerning their 
hope in Christ. There wiU be hundreds of others who ,haV'e not yet courage 
to s·pe·ak in pU'blic, who will bc present, and :by ,their presence, te.stify to their 
con·tinued walk with the Lord,. 

A census of those present will be taken at each meeting; and every n\em­
bcr not attending one of t,hese three mectings wnl be personally visited wi1'hin 
the two weeks following. All this will ,lead up to what we confidently expect 
will ·be the greatest Communion Service ever held' in Jarvis Strcet, on fhe 
first Sunday evening in February. 

We are grateful to God, for the large additions He 'has given us during the 
last few years·; bu·t we are more concerned' for quality bhan quantity, and we 
feel ·that it is necessary >that both rhe sheep and bhe lamb.s of the flock should· 
he shepherded. Moreover, memhers·hip in Jarvis, Street Church must mean 
mor.e than a name on a book: it .mIust mean a vitaa ,.present, Christian experi­
ence. \Ve ask ·bhe prayedlll co-operation of every member of the churoh in this 
gr·eat effort at spiritual "stock-itakilJ,g", in 'order I·hat we may be pr·cpared .for 
such revision of the churc'h roll as fhis stock-taking may ~.how to he necess·ar)". 

LAST SUNDAY. 
The first Sunday o:f the New Year was a clay of great . ,blessing. . NotwHk' 

standing -the heavy !inow of the morning, nearly eight ·hundred·.were .present in 
the Bi,ble School; and at tJhe close ·of the morning ser~ce,. in .re9pon~. to·. the 
appeaI for mem;b~rs o.f the church, and Christians generally, to dedica~ them 
selves to the work of personal evangel~sm ·for the year, hund,reds came'forward, 
filling ,the front of the church and all the' aisles; a;nd 'large' numbers' of 'others' 
who could not move" .from' tJheir seats, indicated -the same resolutio.n. .by .raising 
their hand's. .. . ... . . 

In :the evenIng, there was a great congregation. At the Oomm·union servi.C6 .. 
folloWling, every section of the ground fioor IQ,f -the chu·rch was w~l~ occ)lpied, 
though nGt In all par.ts crowded. The Bastor ·gave the lRan·d of Fellows'hip to 
nineteen, five of whom. had !been 'baptJized d.u·ring tJhe first· Service. 
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DORCAS SOCIETY; THURSDAY. 
The Dorcas Society will meet Thursday afternoon at two o'clock for 

work, rand ,the Dorcas tea at ·six..,t'hirty. The Pastor and d'eacons ,have r,equested' 
the Dorcas Society to 'permit the use of ,tthis occasion around the tables to 
afford an oppo,rtunity to ,the members of the C'hurch to say, "Farewell" to 
Rev. W. L. and Mrs. McKay. 'vVe expect th'ere will be an ,especially large 
attendance on this' account. AU -the gentlemen invited to tea. 

JANUARY, WITNESS MONTH 
THREE MONTHS FOR TWENTY ·FIVE CENTS 

One of our readers l1a,s made a suggestion whdch we believe has great 
possilbilitles. Our suggestion that The Witness should ,be sent as a Christmas 
present met with a sur,prlsing response. Out of this came the suggestion that 
hundreds of Witness rea:ders would pl'oba;bly 'be glad to assist in extending our 
circulation if a low rate were quoted for a brief period, 

We have gone into the matter very carefully; and are now prepared to 
offer '1''h.e Gospel Witness to new su'bscribers· for a period of ,three months for 
twenty-five cents. Twenty-:flve cents will not ,pay for thirteen copies of The 
Witness; Ibut we believe that the most effective ,way to adver:tise The Witness 
is to let ,people read it for tliemselves. We -do not want dissatisfied sulbscri,bers; 
but rather, su'bscri'bers who :have an aJPlletite for the kind of things published 
in our paper. We appeaJ,'therefore, to all our readers In Canada, and the United 
States, 'Great 'Britain, and elsewhere, to send 'us as many· names as possible, 
a.nd with each name, twenty.lfive cents. For this we will send T'h.e Witness 
beginning with the first ISB'\le in Fe'brua,ry, and' continuing t~ the last Issue of 
Ap,ril. 

We 'believe there are many readers of The Witness who will 'be wIning to 
Invest one, two, five, or ten doHars In sendIng T'h.e Witness to their friends. 
To all such" we suggest that you ma,ke a selection of as many friends as you 
can afford to subscribe for at twenty-five cents for three months: send us the 
names aud addresses, and we wiU 'do the rest. Another way-which would 
involve more Illibour, 'but which would 'proba,bly 'be more effective-would be to 
solloit your friends to sulbecri'be for a three months' trial of The Witness at 
twenty41ve cents for the three months. But use any method you like-only 
send us in hundreds of names during the month of January: 

Our plan is not to .,begin sending The W·itnes8 unUl the first is&ue of Feb­
ruary. It would not be possi'ble to' send them out as the names come in through­
out the month, for that would involve an enormous amount of ·book..keeping, 
Our plan is to use the month 'of January to secure su·bserltbers; and 
that such suibscriptlons shall 'begin wdth the first issue in February, and ter· 
minate with the ,last ISSoue of April. In that way, we shall be able to deal with 
all th.ase ·new subscriptions in a solid 'block, which will lnvolve much less ·la·bour 
in ,the office. We further purpose, in the first· issue of February, to p~t a notic:e 
which, will explain that The Witnes8 i!l. 'being sent to hundreds of ,people for 
the first time on trial for three months. At the end of March, we shall ~rite 
everyone of these trial su'bscri'bers, notifying them .that their sllobscriptions will 
terminate with the last issue of, April; and urging them to become regular 
subscri'bers'. 

Who will send us the first list of trial subscribers at twenty~five cents for 
the three 'months, February to April? 


