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"And ·Wlhen he came to him.elf, he .aid How many hired servants of my 
father'. have bread enough and to .pare, and I peri.h with hunger. 

"I wiII arise and go to my fatlier, and will say unto him, Father, I liave 
sinned against heaven and before thee, 

"And am no more worthy to be caJi\ed thy son.: make me as one of thy hired 
.ervant .... -Luke 15: 17·19. 

;ems is the story of a soul's aWlilkening, of one who Ibeeomes home
sick for heaven and for. God. The wlhole .paraJble Is a relation of 

.. great principles which have their :place in human life and ex-
• ·perience. It is, Intepded to teach us about ourselves, and .still 

. more albout God. 
I. 

The text implies that A LIFE OF SEPARATION !FROM GoD 'Is AN ABNORMAL LIFE. 

Before this young man turns his .thought toward home and affords hospitality 
to thou'ghts of his father, he comes to himself as one who- is 
aW8)kenlng from sleep: he is brought Iback to a. normal condi·tion. Sf.n 
is itself an albnormaUty. The sinner 'is a man whose life i.s out-of·centre
eccentric; 'his sin involves an inv.ersion. of values, an In·version of the laws of 
ord~r. It turns .the world· upside down. !It transposes everything: it puts 
enemIes in the place of triend.s, and ·friends in the place of enemies; it puts 
darkness. for light, and light for dar-knees; evil for good, and good foOr evil. 
The godless mind, Indeed, 1s an -unbalanced mind·: the sinner is a man who Is 
not himself; he is beside 4imself. His mind is not .properly adjusted. [·know 
that that is not very complimentary-to tell a man that he does not know how 
to think; that when he thinks, he does not reason ·accurately. But it 18 a. 
matter of ·fact, that a mind that is out of adjustment with God is a mind· that 
never thinks truly. -It is a subjective mind: It thInks of itself; I·t Uves tej' 
Itself; it has Us own standards; it lives in a. world of Us o,wn creation; It Is' 
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with'Out power to perceive the .things that are really oIbjective to Itself. 'It has 
no consciousness of any. realm. Ibut the finite realm. The man is a ls:w unto 
himself: his "carnal mind Is enml.ty against God: 'for it Is not su'bject ·to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be." 

We were intended to 'be related ,to an'Other world, to other realms than that 
of sense. There Blre some things which "e1'e hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heal't of man";' ,they are 'Outside the realm 'Of the 
senses, :beyond the reach of the normal human mind. The soul that is righ.tly 
adjusted relates itself to the unseen. There are some descri,bed in the Word of 
God as "sensual," 'Or soulish-"having not the ,S·plrlt." 

We sometimes speak 'Of men-tal defectiveness,--of minds' that are ,below the 
normal standBlrd, minds' that do n'ot pro'P~rly function, that cannot comprehend 
things that are open and understandable to minds that are normal. There is a 
sense in which every unconverted man is mentally defective. Have you ever 
-tal'ked to anyone In the asylum? !Have you ever tried to reason with· a mind 
that is unbalanced? 'Have you 'Observed how it moves In a circle, and has no 
comprehension 'Of things that are. outsIde. of that limited subjective realm? 
You cannot persuade an insane man of anything: you .can·not even persuade 
him that he is insane. !I'he sanest people In the world are· in the asylum-at 
least they will tell you so. They will all tell you they have no right t'O lbe 
there. [heard the other day of a man who 'had !been con.tlned in an asylum 
for some time. :After a while they found· he was .perfectly harmless, and 
d·ecided to dismiss him. But he was rather uncomfortable atbout it,' ·and de
manded of the superintendent a certificate that he might n'Ow safely be at 
large. Mter he came out, he met an acquaintance whom be charged with !being 
out of his mind. The. acquaintance smilingly assured him that he was quite 
sane. "Well," said the former asylum' inmate, "prove' to me' that you are not 
insane." ·The sane man thought it was hardly necessary;, but ,the ilormer inmate 
of the asylum drew his cerUficate from his poc~et 'Proudly and said, "You have 
not a certidlcate of sanity like.1 have." That is what the university degrees of 
certain modernist "scholars" are,-certificliites o,f sanity,-most useful for those 
who need them . 

. ' You ·cann'O.t ,persuade the soul dead in trespasses and sins, that there is 
an·other world into which he has never looked, that . there is a. spiritual realm; 
and that that is the realm of ,truth and reality; and that >it is entirely 'beyond 
his ·ken. !He says, ··il do not Ibelieve that/' It would !be considere·d impolite to 
tell such ~n'believers as ·F'Osdick and his school, that they are incallwble of 
estimating spiritual realities, yet the ·truth is they are crazy. and do not know 
it-religiously un·balanced. There is a world 'Of tl'iuth ·they have never glimpsed 
as yet. The natural man must "come to himself" 'before he can understand. 

II. 
. THE GODLESS !LIFE IS A DISLOCATED 'LIFE: it is a life that is 'Out-of-joint; it 

is out 'Of its 'Proper relation. No human soul was ever made·to Jive apart from 
God any more than my hand was designed to perfo·rm, to execute,. a given task, 
separated from the direction of my mind. '1t Is fitted in there,-I do not under
stand 41; I do not ikn'Ow how these men play. :If we' could have a ID'o,ving pic
ture of the operation 'Of the mind of' some men Hoke 'Paderewski and· !Mr .. Hutch
inson and !Mr:. Penney-they all ,belong to the same clas&-(laughter), when 
they play, it w'Ould :be very wondel'ful-that telegraphic communicati'On. '!But 
-it is impossible that these ;fingers i!hould pl"oiperly perforIil. Lf there Is any dislo
cation anywhere. I dislocated my wrist once, and I ,know. It ls impossible f'Or 
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us to ,do our tasks unless every member of the body is rightly related to the 
head, and· obedient .to its instruction. 

Now, ~he life that is cut off from 'God is a life that is dislocated, disarticu
lated, out of its proper relation. :If you have ever fbroken 'Y'Our leg or your arm 
you wm 'know what a painful thIng it is. And the dislocated life is full of 
misery; there l·s no j1)Y in -1.t at all. This young man thought he had a !better 
way of living than living at home and in oIbedience to his father; hoe supposed 
that his will was better than his ·father's, that his mind was wiser than his 
'fatlier's; and that to live life his way would brIng 'him greater ;pleasure .than in 
the house 1)f his father. ISo ·he· cut himself off from his fath.er; -la'king all his 
powers, taking hImself into a far country, and spending all that he had; and 
finding in return only utter destLtution, and idescri'bwble misery. That Is the 
life apart from God·. It is not g·reatly different, whether it is lived in a palace 
or a h1)vel. A million dollars will not ibring a man back into right .relationshIp 
to God; and a Ibroken arm is just as painful under Ibroadcloth as it is under 
homespun. A life .that is. estranged from G<ld is just as full o·f sorrow in the 
castle as in the cottage. 

Therefore, that Is th.e lesson: he found hlmse1f other .than he was made to 
be-yonder in .the far country. And the text says, "He came to hl-mseU"; he 
was restored to sanIty. That is the most stupeil.do.us· miracle imaginable! Who 
can minister t() a mind that is diseased? lIt would· Ibe a great thing to see the 
cripple healed so that he could wal>k, the fever patient ·raised up; ,but for a 
man who has :been demon"Possessed to be cleansed of an alien .possession, and 
clothed, and put into Ms r.ight min·d-that is the miracle o.f all miracles. And 
he is in his right mind who. is found sit·ting at the feet of JeSus: that is .the 
only place for sane men to. 'sit-at the feet of Jesus. That is the best certi:1lcate 
of any man's sanity .that could possibly be given, to Ibe ·found in the presence 
and at .the ·feet of the 'Lord of light and· of glory. 

Nothing fbut the .p·o.wer of the ·Spirit of God can work that miracle in any 
<me of us. 'We read of a Power that 'brings ,every thought into clllPtivUy to 
the oIbedience o.f Christ. Did you ever wIsh fo.r a power that would bring your 
thoughts into captivity? There are all 'kinds of memory systems; there JIIre 
many ex;perts who will under.take .to develop the will, and to develop one's per
so.nality, and so to train the mind .that all ·its powers wHl properly function. 
But 'I say that Is the miracle of all miracles, that can work a change of mind 
so as to fbring a man iback into. rIght -relationship .to G<ld: "He came to hIm
self." 

'In this particular Cl!Be his change of relllltionship was effected by the 
ministry of cIrcumstances. He .proved the ·fallacy of ·his own philoso.phies, the 
futility of hi-s o.wn plans, the impotence of his own will. llIe wanted hIs own 
waY,-he was 'permitted .to have it; and·, as we say, to have his ·full fling. And 
when he came to th.e end of thlllt experIence, .by that fact, "he came to himself'; 
for he saw the fully and the unwisdom of his own thin·king and his own plan
nIng. II am afraid, dear frIends, that we fail someti~es to pray for the min
istry of circumstances in the lives of the ungodly. rI'here are peo.ple who will 
not listen to sermons; they will not listen to the ·preacher. But they will listen 
to the doctor. They will not listen to one who 'brIngs .them·plenty; !but they 
have an. attentive ear when gaunt famine stal;ks through the land. 

'I am not at all sure that .there is not a very clear divine purpose in the 
present condItion of .wo.rld affairs. Men hllive had their opportunity: to prove 
what ·they can do. . Just think of It! Eleven years ago· no.w-Iess· than tha.t 
since .the outbr6ak of the'war-lbut eleven years ago there was one land which 
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was an example of all that is here represented-a. whole nation who said, "Give 
me the portion of goods that falleth. to me." Noo man was considered educated 
in certain circles unless he had imlbi'bed something of German culture; it was 
supposed to ·be the land where the human intellect had come to full flower; 
and where the very 'best and the utmost that the human min·d could produce, 
had been achieved. It had its ·porUo.n of goods; and i·t went into such a far 
country ·that it f1lrgot God, and denied Ood, and w·rought without God: and 
deluged the world with 'blood, and every nation upon the earth with poverty. 

Oh, my friends, this is a prodigal world: we have spen·t all-and we have 
'begun to be in want. The statesmanship of the world is utterly, absolutely, 
ba~kru·pt; changing in Germany from government to government: chan.ging in 
France from government to g1lvernment; changing, apparently, even in Russia; 
changing in iEngland, changing everywhere-the human minu at ·the end ot 
itself, with no .power to 'bring about a !better condition of affairs. fl"here are 
thousands ol hungry .people in this city of .ours. il was talking ·to a young man 
yesterday; 'and he said, "They say, 'iW!hy don't YOU go somewhere else?' 'But," 
.he said, "'What would be the use? It would !be just as bad in the ·next .town as 
It is here." Why not go to another country? Tell me a country where it is 
any Ibetter than it is here .. fWhy? lBecause this principle, on a large and mag
nified scale, has Ibeen given Us 'full trial. Oh, that the world 'by a sw.eeping 
spiritual revi·vaI might come to. itself! il don'.t 'know anywhere to go to escape 
it, do you? And just as in the indivIdual life, Ood does with a man what 
sometimes a mother will do with a child if that chUd is disobedient, and seLt
willed, and determined upon its own course-the mother has stood against 
its having Us own way for a l,o.ng ·time-and when at last, if it 'be that she may 
safely let it go a little without wo·rking permanent 111, she says, "Very 'Well, 
then, have your own way." And the child comes back in a little while, when 
t.t has proved that the way of self-will is the way of disaster. It does look to 
me as though God has allowed the 'Wo,rld to have its own way; and a .pretty bad 
way it has .been. May we come to ourselves! 

III. 
WHAT ABE THE ISIGNS 01' THIS !RETURNING ,SANITY? "He came ·to himself." 

Ha·ve you ever been in a sick-room where one has !been long unconsciou.s, 'Where 
the hours and days have !passed in unconsciousness? The .patient has been 
lying there perfectly obl1vio·us of all his 'suuGundlngs; then at last, when the 
disease had spent Uself, he opens his eyes, and sees somebody he knows, and 
utters a word,-.it may 'be his wi·fe, or his m1lther, or someone else-and the 
word is telegraphed: through the house: "He has recognized someone." A·t last, 
he has S!po,ken the one word that has not passed his lips for many a day. Con

'sciousness has Jleturned; he is coming to himself. Here was a man who had 
'been in a far country; and for a long time he had oot thought of home at all. 
But when he got to .the end, a!bsolutely, of his resources ,an·d the beginning of 
his want, "he came to. himself." And he said,-What did he say? First there 
was a reconection 01 hts father. Out of the long fever he came, and he said 
something aJbout "my father." For days, ·for months, for years, perhaps, he had 
not uttered ·the word, nor allowed himself to think of the one he had so griev
ously wronged; but now he comes Iback out of that artificial Ufe, lback to the 
realm of reaIity,-and he says, ''/My fathe·rl" . 

. What is .the ·first sign of returning spiritual consciousness? It is a con
sciousness of God, a recognition of God. Perhap.s there is some' man here to-nigh t 
who has not prayed for years, who has not desired to pray, who has 'been 
devoid of any kind of religious desire or ·religious interest-someibody here who 
has lived, perhaps, for years as .though there were no God, no 'hereafter at all. 
An·d you do not :know how, you do not know why, Ibut latterly, when you have 
'been alone, for some ine~plic8ible reason, you have ,been thin1king of ·God; you 
hlllVe not perhaps, mentioned His name, but you have thought of Him: He has· 
.become, at last, an element in your Ille. He is round about you; He is some
where: He cannot 'be always and for ever ign.o.red. Perhaps you have been 
rather disturbed !by your recognition-without an open ackn'o:wledgment, 
perhap&-of your recollection of 'God? Oh, if that has come to you, my friends, 
I slwuld like to Ibe. permitted, in the name of the :Lord, to inteJIpret that ex
perieJlC8. -It is a return to moral sanity: it is the !beginning of' spiritual 
hODieBlcknesa. After all, the fa.r country, ·the swine troughs, the hunger and 



THE GOSPEL WITNESS & 
--------------------~~~------------------------------

the longings--all there is in the far country must fail to satisfy something that 
is within. 

Then there is ano.ther thing, th.e second pOint: The secon.d sign was a 
recognition of the fact that satisfaction was to be founa in a right reZationship 
to his father. He is.not speaking of himself now. But he says, "Yonder. across 
the wide expanse that separates me from my father, my thought travels; and 
I remeIIllber .that even the hired servants of my father's have 'bread enough".
To Ibe rightly related to him is to have enough. That is all! But ·that was the 
one thing he 'had not got. He had explored the far country, and had found 
nothing. But he 'began to think accurately, y,ou see, and he ·recognIzed that 
great fact, that the satisfaction was to be found in a proper relationship to 
home. That i.iI the great truth of the gospel. We shall never find enough. until 
we get Iback to God, we shall never satisfy ,the hunger of cur souls until we 
find our way to Him Who is the Bread of lLife. iNothing else will do it,-"lBread 
('nough· and to spare!" . 

Then another thing: His first act was to aetermine that he wouza, by an 
act 01 his own win, restore that brokcn feUowship. "If .it Ibe true that my 
father lives, and 'I have lived without him; if it Ibe true ,that satisfaction is to 
be found in right relationship to holm, then 'I will arise and go to my father; 
I w1l1 go :baok home." That was a sensi·ble thing to do, wasn',t it? He never 
w,ould have said it if he had not oome to himself. lAnd you will never say it 
until you come to yourself. 'But Ood the Holy Ghost waits to re-en,franchise 
the will of him who will turn hIs face toward home. 

"I will arise and go to my .father." And yet II said just a moment ago, that 
he was as one who had IIIw8lkened out of a long sleep. ,I read of one who had 
'been long stricken with some kind of fever; and it had 11. serious effect u.pon hIs 
mind. Then 'he came to ·himself, when he returned to, consciousness, while there 
was a recognition of friend,s about him, he was as a little chlld again: he h8ld 
forgotten all that he had learned; and he had ,to go 'back and learn his alphabet. 
and climb ·to the top again. This man h8ld Ibeen so long in the far country that 
he had forgotten the speeCh: of his father's hClllse. -I have heard of mission
aries who have Uoved so long away from home, and who 'have thought and 
taught in .the language o.f th·e people to whom they ministered, that when at 
last they ,got Iback again, they could hardly spelllk their mather tongue, or ·could 
speak It only with ·difficulty. 

Now, I said to you last Sunday night ,tha:t a characteristic of ,that land in 
which this young man hllld lived for some time, was ,that ,they gave nothing 
away, that the principle of grace was foreign to the idiom of their co,untry. 
".No man gave unto him." 'Dhey bought, and sold, and got gain, so far a8 
they could; Ibut no man gave anything away. They did not know how to give 
anything away; they were strangers to. 'grace. And when he came home, or 
determined to come home, he ·prepared a speech; he said, "'1 will arise and go 
to my father, and will say unto him, IFather, I ihave sinned against he8iven. 
and ,before thee." That was true repentance. And there is no. way :back to God 
without that acknowledgment. But even though he repen.ted, he had !been so 
long away f·rom home that he h·ad forgotten the ,principle whdch obtained in 
his father's house, and so 'he said, "Ma,ke me as one of thy hired servants
Give me a jolb; give me an opportunity to earn my own living. II have no,thing 
to Ibring, 'I acknowledge all tha,t; Ibut if .thou will give me auoth·er chance I 
w1ll shc,w iIl,ow faithful I ,can be. I w1ll 'be a true servant.-Mlllke me as one 
of thy hi·red servants." He carrIed the idiom of the far country with 'him; 
and he made Ill'll his mind that he would tal,k to his father in the language of 
the far country. iBlessed be God! He un.derstands all languages. If He did 
not, none 'of us would ever be saved: for when we ,first have a desir,e toward 
God, w9:J.en we first seek His face, we talk a lot clf nonsense. I think I 'have 
never dealt with anyone seeking the ·Lord who did not talk Iioke that. "What 
are you seelking .to-night?"-"I am seeking an opportunity ,to Ibegin life over 
again. 'I want to .be a servant of ·Christ. Don't you know that when the 
prodigal 'came ;to' himself' he remem'bered 'the hired servants of my father's 
house had bread enough and to spare'? I, too, would like to 'be a hired servant, 
and earn my own way". 

'I su.ppose we shall never understand here, .,thoroughly, the princi'ple of 
divine grace. oI.t is the most difficult word in any language to define; in tact, 
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it is a word that no human tongue can define. Listen! "If sO be ye have 
understood that the Lord is gracious"? No! "If 50 be ye have tasted that the 
Lord is g.racious". We can taste the grace of God; we can receive the grace 
of God; we can be gloriously saved by the grace of God. (Hallelujah!") But 
we can never ·define the grace of Go·d, because it is the big word of all speech: 
it is a word tha,t is as high as heaven, as deep as hell. and as wide as the 
east is from the west. -Grace represents all the qualIties of :Deity in harmonious 
action; and ex-ercised in the salvation {If a 'bankrupt s·o.uI. 

But the 'Poor sinner. returning. thinks he can 'Pay for his !bread and butter 
when he gets 'back to the father's house! Well, the Lord will forgive you tor 
that prayer. my friends; and He will answer it above all your expectation. for 
you wll11ind that He wants y·o.u. oot as a servant. !but as a son; that He will 
give you. '\bread enough and to spare". no.t as a rewaro for anything that you 
can do. Ibut as ,the reward of the merit of .one Who .paid your debt on Calvary's 
Cross. He has already wrough.t out a righteousness which i8 to ;be received 
by you as God's free gUt •. the gift of His abounding grace. 

How many ·are here this evening. I wonder, who will say. "II will arise and 
go to my ·Father"? .There are many homesick souls here to·night: there are I 
a lot ,of you who w.ould not 'be ·in Toronto next Thursday it you could help it. 
I 'know where some of you would be it you could afford it. You w().uld be across 
the sea. wouldn't you? Are you not homesick? Do· you not wish. you were 8. , 
millional·re. that you could have a shi'P all your own. or at least. that you 
could afford to go whenever you li:ked? II remeIIl!ber when [ first went away 
from home. 'In the town where I lived. I used to go up to the railway .tracks. 
and loo·k at the rails.-follow them to the vanishing point. and say. "Beyond 
that 'point, somew':here. miles away. straight along that rail .is ·home·... Very 
often I wan-ted to go, but I could .not. 

There are many Uke that here to·night.-wbo would like to be going home .. 
You do not need to ·pay your fare to come home .to ·God. Come without anything 
in your hands. A dear !brother said to me yesteroay that he dld not like to. 
come to church ;because his clotbes were not quite as respectalble as he desired 
them to Ibe. When we have 'been a long time ·from home we like to come home 
with a new suit of clothes. d-on't we? 'Dh. you have seen .that young man who 
has lbeen in a distant city albout six months. or a year; and when ihe comes 
home he has a new suit. or a new coat. a new tie. or a cane. or something. 
He wants to show the foloks at home that he has done pretty well while he 
has ,been 81way. You smile at tha:t !because you 'know it i·s true! You !have done 
it yourself. And I suppose if we could ta,ke our pride ·and glory in our own 
achievements we would all come borne to·night. -But it is very difficult to 
come home in a ragged coat. very ·dlfficult to come h'ome when your shoes are 
worn out.· and there is nothing in your pocket. Jt is difficult ,to say. "Father. 
I wish I had never gone away ,from home. I have made a failure of it all. I 
have been put to the proo.f; and I ·have found it is no use. Will you t8lke me 
in. ragged coat and all?" 

We ·don·t Iilte to come home like that. ·But, my friends. it is better to 
come that way than not to come ·a·t all. And that is .th·e only way we can come 
when we come to the ·Loro. Y'ou will never get ·the shoes .for your feet until ~ 
you come home to get them; you will never have that IbOUILtiful spread any- ,,-
where ·but on your father's table-and you won't get that until you come home. 
And He has ·a B'Pecial present, too. that he would Uke to put on your finger; '-
but He will never send it 'by m·ail. You must come home to get it. 

I shall h·ave to anticipate my story of next .Sunday evening. "·1 will ari·se '. 
and go to my father."-"And he ar{lse, and came to his father." You have 
said you would arise many ·times. but you have never done it; you have 
dreamed of coming. but you have never come; you have desired ·to come. but 
as yet you ihave not come. W.m Y{lU come to·night? "I will arise and g·o to 
my father." 

"Art thou weary? art thou languid? 
Art thou sore distre.st? 

ICome to !Me'. saith One; 'and coming. 
Be at rest'!" 
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T"e publication of this _paper as a missionary enterprise is made possible by the gifts of 
members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and is sent to subscribers by mail for $2.00 
(unlier cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we shall be grateful for any thank·offring you may be able to send to The Wilness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your prayers that the messaie of The Witness may be u~ed by . 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvation of souls-,- and the eo<altatlo~ of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hope to add to our free nst, from time to tIme, 
the names of ministers a t home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
SHALL 1925 BE NEW? 

None of IUS ·have learned ·to ju·dge ·the passage o.t' time accurately; therefore 
we have clocks ·and watches to reco·rod the minutes for us. The divine 'Provision 
of the succession of day and night, and summer and winter, with ·the com
pleted circles of successive years, all SUg·gest the ·necessity o! our learning so 
to number our yea,rs as to apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

[t Is .therefore wise, 'I1oth for individu·als and churches, to take ·account of 
the passage of .time; and per.iodically take their 'bearings, to examine their 
record, and, like a merchant, to "take stock" of their spIritual wealth, that 
they may know w.hether or not real progress is being made. 

rt is common for most of u·s to justify a spiritually stagnant state ,by com
plaining that we lack opportunity for advancement. We ,persuade ourselves 
that Lf we could change our place or station, we might ibring great things to 
pass. But -it is ever the rule that we must begin at" Jerusalem: the only place 
for a resu'rrection is where there has been a !burial. Grace always wins its 
triumphs where it seems to have !been routed. Thus failure must !be convel'ted 
into success, and defeat into v.icto.ry. 

:A. Christian'S !hope of true progress and of ·real success never lies either in 
himself or .in his circumstances-but in Christ. . P'rogress depends u'pon the 
relation of two things wh.ich cannot !be changed /by a mere ch·ange of place; 
and those two things are: what we are in ourselves, and wha·t we may !become 
in Christ. 'By the provision of ·divine grace, we are al.ready !blessed with all 
spirItual ·blessings in heavenly places .in Christ, and are given all things that 
pertain to life and godlinells. What is needed is .that we should mllike use of 
our resources in Christ. Or·ace delights to accom<plish that which, In the view 
of human wisd,om and strength, ·i·s estimated as impo,ssi"ble. There Is nothing 
more glorifying to God than to be .praised ·by ,t'hose who are .in prison, with 
their feet made fast in the stocks. Even 'Paul and -Bilas, perhaps, little d·reamed 
tha.t earthq'uakes .that could shake open prison-doors, were included in the 
resources of their divine ·Master. Joseph was given no chance ,by his brethren, 
yet found his opportunity to serve them and to earn immortal fame in the 
land to wQllch he was introduced as a slave; IIsrael's ·great deliverer was 
cradled in an ark of Ibulrushes; Israel's greatest ,king was called from 
ke~ping his father's sheep in the wilderness. 

Thus we may all make this year "new" by a ne·w appraisal of the poten
tialities o! our inheritance in Christ as described in the last will and testament 
of Him Who has made us HIs heirs; by a new appropriation of our s-h·are of 
the un-searcha'ble riches of IChrist; by a new e:x;perience of .the ·power of the 
Holy Ghost; 'by writing a new ·record of implicit obedience to God's holy Word. 

This especially applies to those of us who have !been called ·to preach the 
gos-pel. tA. change of pa.storate is sometimes a necessity: of that there can 'be 
no question. 'But we fear many changes involove a running away from duty. 
Many a preacher, like Jonah, fearing to face his duty in Nineveh, !bas foun-d 
far greater trouble on board the ship that sails .from Joppa. 'Many a pastor, 
inspired wUh high i'e6olves to declare the whole counsel of God, havIng ,begun 
wOl'k In a new :IIeld of laJbour in a spirit of great devotion, Iby faithful preaching 
Ilnds a reaction in the carnal mind. A faIthful ministry always cuts to the 
heart; and some who are thus pierced, repent, as on the day of Pentecost; 
while others lbecome angry with the 'Preacher, and throw stones at him as 
they dId at IStephen. iBut IStephen did nat 'run away even from the stones. 
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'Wnlen a faithful ministry creates difficulty In a church, it Is cowardly to 
r·un away and leave the duty o.f ,removing the stumblln·g stones to oth!)rs. We 
remember hearing of a certain ,township council wh'G hid among Its members 
some men of very UtUe education. As the year was drawing to a close, and 
the council to the end of its natural life, some very difficult ,pro.blem was 
submitted ,to the council for soLutioo.n; whereupon, one of the members rose and 
said, "I move, fMr. Chairman,· that this' maJtter 'be left to our ancestors." We 
fear ,that ,pastors, sometimes, under the t·earful ,pressure of those who would 
oppose any searching ministry of the W,o.rd, give way and leave their problem 
to ibe solved by their successor. 

. This paragraph is written to suggest to 'brother ministers a more excellen.t 
way. If you want another sort of church than that which you now serve, if you 
desire ,to. be pastor of an i11eal ch·urch..:....a Church that will approximate the 
New Testament paJttern of what a church should Ibe-lbe assured you will not 
find such a church ready,mad·e. Why not, ,therefore, resolve to make the church 
you now serve into another church, to make th,lIIt the ideal church? You will 
'have difficulties wherever you go; and -If you are true to. your ,trust, you will 
encounter .opposltion everyw,here. To pin it, ,therefore, on the lowest g,round" 
it is often wiser for a 'Pastor to 'bear the ills he has than to fly to others that 
he knows not of. If you cannot maske a new church of t'he one you now have, 
it Is very ·doubtful whether you could d'G much better anywhere else. 

On the other hand: If some deacon should read ,this article, and say, 
"What we' need is a new minister", we venture to ask ,that deacon, Why not 
mllike a new minister of the minister you hlwe? Up'h'old him /by your prayers, 
support him 'by godly lives and 'faithful testimony; and you will probBlbly see 
that you will have a new minister next :Sunday. Thus :both the ,pastor and 
the chourch will 'begin to !be "new". 

'But whether or no, we say' this to our ibrother ministers, Let us as new 
men in Christ Jesus, wItll, a new determination, .put the promises of God to 
the proof; and resolve that we will make ,the ch'urches we now serve, new· 
churches this New Year; and tha,t thus we will write a new record which will 
inspire others ,In years to come to effect similar transforma:tlons. We have a 
great ·Saviour, a g.reat .Master, iL great Architect and Builder; and we have HIs 
promise, "Behold, I mllike a:ll things new." Let tRim ma:ke us new, and our 
lives new, and our prayers new, and our sermons new, and our manner o,r 
service new, and our churches new-everything new! Then the promise will 
be fulfilled, and revival will come: 

"The wilderness and the solltary place shall ,be glad for them; and the 
desert shall rejoIce, and 'blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and 
rej,ooce even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall 'be given unto it, . 
the excellency of Carmel and ,S'hlllron, they shall see the glory of the .Lord, and 
the excellency of our God. ;Strengthen ye the weBlk han·dos, an.d con·firm the 
feeble knees. Say to them that are of a ,fearful heart, ,Be strong, fear not: 
behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompense; he 
wUl come and sa:ve you. Then the eyes of the /blind shall Ibe opened, and the 
ears ·of the deaf shall 'be unstopped. T,hen shall the lame man leap as an hart, 
an.d the tongue of the dumb sing: for In the wilderness shall waters break ou,t, 
and streams in the desert. And ,the parched ground shall ,becoine a !pOol, and 
the thirsty land springs OJf wate·r; in the hrubitllltion of dragons, where each lay, 
shall Ibe gr·ass with reeds and rushes. And an ·highway shall 'be there, and a 
way, and it shall 'be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over 
it; but it s'hall be for those: the wayfaring men, thoug.h fools, shall not err 
therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous ,beast shall go up thereon, 
it shall no.t be found there; but the r~eemed shall wal'k there: And the ran
somed of the :Lord shall return,. and· come to Zion with songs an,d everlasting 
joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away." 

NEW YEAR SUGGESTIONS. 
We ar!) generally more influenced by history than prophecy. The inspired 

pI'()phecies of the W.ord are just as reUa'ble as inspired 'history; for what God 
promises to ·do, He will not fail to accomplish. !But outside of the Word of 
God, we prefer history to 'prO!phecy,-whic,h is to say, we !prefer a record of 
wha.t has 'been do.ne, to a promIse for ,the future. 
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Sometimes, !however, it may ,be justitfialble for one to tell his friends what 
he is gOing to try to do; and that is the pur.pose of this article. We are aware 
that no lasting spiritual wor·k is accomplished 'but ;by the power of ,the Holy 
Spirit, and that such pOlWer is ·given in answer to prayer. This article takes 
all that for granted. But what instruments wiII God use? He gIves us minds 
to thInk, and spIritual enlightenment that we may think arig:ht. We offer some 
suggestions as to what we think mIght profita.bly engage the thoughts and 
activiJties of mInisters and churches in the New Year. We suggest to otJ!.ens 
only a programme which we shall endeavour to carry out in Jarvis Street. 

!First o.f all, then, we should endeavour to ,build into the structure of ,the 
church, the material ·already on the ground. _ In ou,r own church we have had 
hundreds of additions durIng the year. iLarge num'bers of these are young 
conveNs; some h8IVe come from other Baptist churches; and stllI others have 
united by experience. 'But th,e ·gathering of all this material i.s like bringing 
truck-loads of brIcks to the ,place of bullding,-a~ter :being brought, they need 
to 'be ':built into the' walls. We are, ,therefore, planning to give special attention 
to all the new members who have come into our .fellowship during the past 
year: . to Instruct the lbaJbes; and to lead all into some ~oa"m of active ·service. 

In the neXit place, we are planning a visIta.tfon of the enUre membership of 
the church, not ,to canvass for money, Ibut to a,scertain the state of spiritual 
health of every church member. In this 'WOrk we ,pro,pose ,to. enlist a great 
army of healthy 'Christians, whose spiritual health is cerUfied I\)y their spiritual 
activities. We 'belleve the older members of church families should 'be taught 
to look after the younger mem'bers. 

Once again: It is proposed to make fur,ther efforts to ;build into our BI'ble 
School the mem'bers of the church who have not yet responded ,to our many 
invitations. Our attendance at the :Bible School during the past year has 'been 
as high as one ,thousand and ,fifty-llve; even with the m,ercury bel0,w' zero last 
Sunday morning, the attendance was seven hundred and ninety-one. .These 
included a large proportion of the members of the church; but we shall en
deavour to enlist every member jn this organized study of the Word of God. 
Thus our first endea~o,ur wlIl be to make ,the utmost use of the material already 
on the ground in the Church and fn the 'Bible ,School. All this we shall do i·n 
obedience to the principle of the !Masters' admonition, "Gather up the' frag
ments that remain, that nothing Ibe lost." 

It is proposed" also, tQ endeavour to oIbtain much new material in our visi
tation of the mem'bership and of the Bi'ble ISchool. We shall endeavour to ta.ke 
a census, obtaining the names of all the unconverted memlbers of every family 
connected with the church; and, in addi,tion to those, as far as possi,ble, .the 
names of unconverted friends and neighbours; and. ascertaining where ,raw 
material can 'be obtained, we shall spend ourselves in an effort to ,bring ,that 
m·ater.ial ,to the hearing of the Word, with a view to the conversion of the 
unsaved,. 

[n the view IQif many, this 'Will 'be a dIfficult task; and it will, of course, 
involve much la'bour; ,but H is by such labour we live; ,it is impossi,ble that an 
idle Christian should ,be a healthY Christian. 'But mere activity does not nece&
sarny brIng spiritual heaJ.t!JJ... We must engage in the right sort of wol'lk.: 
hence it is necessary .that the members 0/ a church shO'Ula be employea in a 
kina 0/ work which win make it necessary that the1l should, pra1l without ceu
ing, anlZ d,iligentl1l stua1l the Word, 0/ God,. ,In the past year great number. 
of peopIe .in Jal'Vis 'StreElt have Ibeen enlisted in &piri.tual service. We shall aim 
to increase that num'ber, and to put the inactive part of our membership In 
charge of the' active part. The aim we ha've ,before .us is to build a church 
which wiI1 :be a mighty evangelizing and teaching force ,in Toronto . 

. ·.In all this programme there is nothing tha.t will make news f'Dr the papers. 
It is a programme which necessitates patient, pains-ta.king, !hum'bIe, service on 
the' 'part of everyone' who loves the Lord; 'but we are conli.-dent that there will 
be large ,returns. We are planning to set thi·s ,progr,amme in motion immedi
ately. 'Let ,the members of the church put this Witness on ,file, an,d If God should 
spare us, read it again at the end of 191215, and see 'what fruit'this programme 
has borne. -
. , We hu'mbly offer these sugge&tionss. also, to other pastors and churches In 
the confidence that whoever will endeavour to exercise hi-s 'powers in' some such 
simple 1!8r-l'ice dU'ring .the !New Year will ·find no lack of opportu~itr. . 
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tn:be mtbole J/IIiflle &unbap &tbool 1Le~~on €out~e 
Lesson ,LXVII. , January 11th, 1925. 

CONFIRMATION OF DECREES.-Ezra. Chapters 6-10. 
Our lesson gives us furth-er teaching respecting th-e revival among God's 

people which terminated the Ba'bylonian captivity. 
1. How God Makes the Wrath of Man to Praise Him. 

1. The ·enemies of rhe truth in their -endeavour to halt the building of tthe 
temiM·e succeeded only ill bringing the truth to light. They suggested that 
a search be made in BaiJ>ylon to see whether 'such a decree 'had be·en is,sued 
by' Cyrus the king, to build the house of God at Jerusalem, as the lead·ers of 
Judll'h had ,said. The decree was not found where they suggested search should 
be made for it. But it was found; and the truthfulness o,f Judah's leaders was 
established. Thus oft,en does it come to pass in our day. Even thbse who 
would subvert t'he gospel ·o,f Christ, by God's ,good ,pleasure, are mad.e to have 
their uses. The attacks which are being, made upon God's Book have served 
to· drive many of God',s people to a closer study 'of ,the Book itself, only to find 
their :fai,th confirmed, and the truth established. 2. Judah's ·enemies a:lso, by 
their opposition, succeeded in making friends f,or Judah's caus~. Until Tatnai 
and Shet'harboznai and his companions ,sent their letter to Darius, the king 
was. indifferent to Judah's cause. Their ,letter had the effect .of awakening the 
interest of the king, and putting all his vast resol,1rces at the .builders' com
mand. If ,competition is the me of trade, ,then oppo,sition is the life of true 
religion. The p·ersecution of God's saints has invaria'bly had the effect o'f chal
leng.ing the interest and commanding the ,symJpat'hy of many who might other
wise have ,been indifferent to the truth. The saying is true vhat "the blood of 
the martyrs is the se,ed ·of the churoh". 3. The o'pponents of Judah found 
themselves compe1:1ed to further the work which ·they had end-eavoured to 
halt (chap. 6: 13). The chiefest of all the apostles was once the worst -en.emy 
of the chur·ch:. "They had heard only. that he which persecuted us in times 
past ,now preachebh the faith which once he d-e·stroy'ed. And they glorified God. 
in me." 
II. How the House of the Lord Was Built. ' 

1. 'The' builders were inspir-ed by the Word o·f the Lord. In the war-like 
days of Elijah, Elisha con:fess·ed that Elija'h meant more to Israel than the 
chariots of I,sra'ell and the horsemen thereof; and when Elisha himself lay 
adying, the. king. put .precisely the same estimate upon the value of Elisha. 
So now in the cons,truction days o·f the text before us, the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah were the ins·piration of the 'build,ers. Invariably when God has 
a great. wotk to do, He raises up preaoh-ers; arid the· building of the church 
prospers under t'he ministry of God's prophets (chap. 6: 14). 2. The' record 
of the actuarl ,building of the house is given in a few words, and ·without 
detail (vs. ,14, 15). The scribe is content to record that the house was built 
according to· the commandment o·f the Lord, and also by the commandment o,f 
Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes. T'hus we are taught that the morale of 
a church is more important that its material resources. Wh,en t'he spirit of 
the people' is made willing 'by the· Word of the Lord, there is no difficu.Jty in 
building the house-and finishing it. 3. Yet how the people of God should be 
humbled to' find· that the house was built "according to the commandment of 
Cyrus and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia." It should teach us that 
God i~ never at a loss to find workmen to do His work. 4. The house of God 
was dedicated with great joy. In contrast to chapter 6: 16-22. read the 126th 
and . 137tli Psarlms. 5. In connection with the dedication of the house, tthey 
kept the Feast of the Passover (vs. 19-22). Thu.s the great central truth of 
the revelation of God's redemptive purpose, ,here, as in other revivals of which 
we have learned in these studies, name'ly salvation through the blood, is kept 
in· mind. . 
Ill. The Ministry of Ezra the Scribe (Chapters 7 to 10). 

. 1.. Ezra was remarkable ,for his knowledge of ,the Word of God (chap. 7: 
6-10). It is worthy of note that the Holy Spirit should thus describe the 
qualifications of Ezra for the important work committed to him. We do well 
to emulate his example, and the examp'le ,of a still Gr·eater fhan he, even that 
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of our Lord Jesus Ghrist. Beyond all question, the measure of our spiritual 
usefulness witol be proportioned to our knowledge of the W.ord of God. Moody 
used to say that God could not us·e a man who did' not know his Bible. Ezra 
has evidently made it -t.<he: c'hief business o·f life to know the Word of God. 
(Read the first and the hundred and nineteenth Psalms). 2. Ezra commanded 
the confidence, and secur·ed. the co-operation, o·f the king (ohap. 7: 11; 27,28). 
Thus through one man God opened vast storehous·es of wealth. 3. Ezra 
enlisted other men in t.<he service to which he wa·s caolled (chap. 8). It is a 
lesson which a.1l lead·ers need tei learn; it is es.peciaJly important that Sunday 
School workers should learn it. To each' scribe like Ezra. there should be 
added a list of name·s like the eighth cha'pt,er. Thus·a great man 'may multiply 
himself. 4. Ezra recognized the r,esponsibility of having such wfalth in his 
charge. There is !langer' of our taking· our task too lightly. A very heavy 
responsibility rests up,on those who are put in trust with the gospel, and who 
are charged to' bring the vessels of the nouse of the Lord to Jerusalem. 5. 
This man of God trusted God to help 'him "quite through", as Newton would 
say. He was at .pain.s to practise what he had preached: "F:or I was ashamed 

. to require of the king a 'hand of soldiers and 'horsemen to help us against the 
enemy in the way: because we' had spoken unto the king, saying, The ·hand 
of our God· is upon 3111 them for good ot'hat s·eek him; but his' power and' hill 
wrath i·s against all them that forsake him." So ought we to be ashamed to 
require other help than God's. Ezra's trust was am-ply rewarded (chap. 8: 
31, 32, and 36). "Whosoever 'believeth on him shall not ·be as'hamed". 6. Ezra's 
greatest anxiety was' occasioned by his discovery of corrup.tion among the 
peopie of God. T'he churc'h has nothing to fear fr·om enemies without: its 
chief danger' is from·corruption within. What·pa.stor has not had experiences' 
which will help him to sympathize with Ezra's feeling as describe<l in chap
t,er 9: S? 7. The course Ezra pursued is full of instruction (chap. 9: 3-15). 
He gave Jhilnself to prayer, "that our God may lighten our eyes, and give us 
a Httle reviving in our bondage". In other words', Ezra prayed for a revival 
and for ·such a revival as would cleanse t'he peo.ple· from all corruption. Chap
ter ten is a record of God's answer t.o his prayer. It would have been folly 
for even Ezra to attemp,t to effect such a reformation in his own strength. 
The ,tenth chapter is the record of a revival of subtraction, of the putting away 
of those things which are offensive to God. 

THE BIBLE SCHOOL. 
The last year has seen a phenomenal development in our 'BI.ble School, the 

greatest in,'all the !history of the church. It reached high-'Water mark Decem-ber 
14th, with an attendance of one thousand and llfty-dlve. Last 'Sunday morning, 
with an officially-recorded temperature below zero, we ·had an attendance of 
seven hund,red and ninety-one. At our reorganization of the !School on the 
present plan in Octolber, 19'23, we had an attend'ance of less th·an two hundred. 
For the .first six months, Octoiber to March, our a.verage attendance was in-' 
creased to four hundred and fifty. It continued at wbout that llgure until 
August, whe~, with' some modi:fl.cations in our organization, and ·renewed effort 
on the part 'o.f ,the workers, and' ,under· the inspiration of the visit of 'Dr. iNorris 
and Miss Kate' Tarlton, a new period of r8lPid growth began, passing the 
thousand mark the llrst Sunday in December. We con'fidently ·expect to ·have 
fifteen hund,red in actual attendance on or before Ea.ster ,Sunday, and to reach· 
the two thousand" mark within tfu.e year 1925. What this will necessitate in 
the ma.tter of larger accommodation it wiII not 'be difficult to imagine; ,bu,t we 
u·rge all our friends to j.oln us in earnest prayer that we may thus 'be B)ble to 
gather this great num'ber for ,the study of God's Word. 

THE FIFTH YEAR OF THREE PRAYER MEETINGS A WEEK.' 
. ·U was .in January, 1'92.1; that- we added to the 'Wedn·esday prayer' meeting, 

two others-at that time, IMondays and. ·Saturdays. The days were later changed 
to Tuesday and T,hursday an·d Saturday. With the meeting of the special' 
wa.tch-night service, December lUst (held instead of the T1uesday meeting) we 
have com'pleted tour years of three <prayer meetings a week witbout a break. 
We begin the ilifth year with every eX1lecta.tIoooIl ·that this year will excee~ in 
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spirItual ·results all the years that have gone :before. :Shall we resolve that 
1925 shall .be a year of unceasing prayer .for continuous revival? 

Next week the -regular services will :be resumed: Tuesday, Thursday, "and 
Saturd'ay at 8 o'clock, with the (Bible lecture Thursday at 8.45. 

THE FIRST COMMUNION OF THE NEW YEAR. 
'Our great !Monthly Communion Service will lbe held at the close of the 

evening service, January 4th. We hope .to see the largest attendance··at Com· 
munion we have ever had. This note is to urge every member 0Jf the church 
to' make an effort to 'be present. 

JANUARY, WITNESS MONTH 
THREE MONTHS FOR TWENTY ·FIVE CENTS' 

One of our readers has made a suggestion whdch we ibelieve has great 
possilbilities. Ou·r suggestion that The Witness should· Ibe sent as a Christmas 
present met with a sur,prising response. Out of this came the suggestion that 
hundreds 'of Witness readers would 'proba'bly !be glad to .assist i·n extenddng our 
circulation if a low rate were quoted f·or a brief period. 

We have gone ·into the matter very 'carefully; and are ·now prepared to 
offer The Gospel Witness to new s1l!bscribers for a period of .three months for 
twenty·five cents. Twenty,-five cents will nat :pay for thirteen copies of The 
Witness; !but we ,believe that. the most effective way to advertise orhe Witnefl 
is to let ,people read .f.t for .themselves. We do not want dissatisfled: sulbscr~ber8; 
but rather, sUlbscri'bers who ib.·ave an wPpetite fo·r the kind of things pnbUahed 
in o'ur paper. We appeal, therefore, to all our readers in Canada, and the United 
States, !Great lB.ritaIn, and elsewhere, to send us as many names as poSSible, 
and with each name, ·twen·ty-d!.ve cents. For this we win send The WttneBl· 
beginning with the ,first issue in Fe'brua.ry, and contlnui·ng to the last Issue of 
April. 

We believe there are many readers of The Witness who will Ibe will~ng to 
invest one, two, dve, or ten dollars in sendIng The Witness to their ·fiJ"lends. 
To all such" we suggest· that you ma·ke a selection of as many fr-iends as you 
can afford to subscribe for .at twenty-five cents for three months: send us the 
names. and addresses, and we will ·d'o the rest. Another way-whIeh would 
invoIve more IBJbou.r, 'but which would probably Ibe more effective-would ibe to 
solicit your friends to "sulbscriibe for a three months' .trial of The Witness at 
twentY~lI.ve C!!nts for the three months. But use any method YOU like--only 
send us i·n 'hundreds of names dU'ring the month of January. . 

Our ·plan is 'not to ibegin sending The Witness until the ,first fasue of 'Feb. 
ruary, I.t would not be poss~ble to send them out as the names com~ in through-. 
out the month,. focr." .that would inVOlve "an enmmous amou·nt of book..k13epin·g. 
Our ·plan is to use til.e month of ."!'an·uary ·to secure subscrlibers; and 
t~at such subscriptions &haU Ibegln wdth the . .:fir.st Issue in .February, and ter
minate with the Jast issue 'of April. In that way, we shall be able to deal wIth 
all these ·new su:bscriptions In a 'solld 'block, which will Involve much less labour 
i·n .the office. We further purpose, in the· first issue of February, to 'Put a notdce 
which wiU explain that The Witness is 'being sent to hund·reds of !people for 
the firat time on trial for three months. At the end of March, we shall write 
~very one of these trial subscribers, notifying them ,that their sllbscri·ptlons will 
termina~e with the last issue of Ap·rf.l; and urging them to become regu'lar 
8uibScrilbers. 

Who w111 send '1UI the first Hst of tri8.l subscribers at t:wenty.,ftve cents for 
the tbi"8e months, February to April? 

" 


