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"And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty fam(ne in that land; and' 
he began to be in wan t. 

"And hc went and ioined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sellt 
him into his fields to feed sWline. . 

"And he would faill have' filled his belly with the husks that the swine dlid 
eat: and no man gave unto hlm."-Luke 15: 14·16. 

~~
HERIE is, .perhaps, ·no more famil-iar passage in the entire New 
Testament than this matchless story of the Prodigal Son. And 

T yet, like all the wells of Inspiration, it is always full; it is 1m­
~oss!'ble to e~haust its teaching. It means far more than that a 
young man took what money belonged to him, and went to a 

. .foreign country and spent It all, and came to want. There are 
in this i1araJble great prinCiples which 81bide; and which have a .place in every 
human life. It is, 'in ,fact, a 'photograph of everyone of us,-the early part of 
the story at least. I trust its conclusion may be equally true of all of us. 

But 'We have seen how this man, this young ma'n, fretted under parental 
direction, and demanded his liberty, as all young men do; and as we all have 
done in relation to the Lord Himself. He received the portion of goods that 
was his own; and he exercised that liberty by using all his endowments to 
put the greatest possIble distance between himself and his fiLther;-as' men 
have ever used the powers with which God has endowed them, not in His 
service, ,but in reibellion against Him. We S1LW ,last Sunday how prodigally he 
expended his powers; 'how he lived the Ufe of a spendthrift, as though he 
were a child of infinity, as though there were no end to his resources. . 

I: 
Our text this evenl-Dig tells us very simply how he came to the end of 'his 

bank account, and what followed, ;It SUggests that THEBE Is A LIMIT .TO 
HUMAN RESOURCES. ilt is possi'ble for a ·man to spend his all, and to ~ecome in 
'all the realms of life utterly, hopelessly, Ibankrupt. That Is the truth of this 
text-that he ca:me to U!.e end of his powers. 

We have seen men do that, ·physically. ,It is amazing what the human 
trame can'stand. Verily, 'we are fearfully and wonderfully maclel The wonder 
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Is not that men die, Ibut that they live. The marvel Is that these human !bodies 
are a'ble to endure such abuse, sU'ch dissipation, of one"s physical powers. A 
number of yearn ago~I won't tell you how long-I was hurrying to a train; 
and I :ran into a j.eweller's shop-I had only wbout five minutes-and I 'bought 
a watch, a very chea'P one, just a silver thing. I 'paid only eleven dollars for it. 
I won't tell you how long -it has run. I[ have !had several others since; and 
when they all fail, 1 fall tback on this cheap thing. -It 'has cost me. albout two 
or three dollars to have it repaired;. and '1 have 100')ted at it sometimes and 
have said, "That is a marvellous ·piece of mechanism to endure ·through all 
these years". IBut it is a very short space of time. I 'have seen watches that 
ha'Ve theen handed down through several generations. But Methuselah lived 
longer than the oldest watch has run. We laid a dear sister away a few weeks 
ago, who was a member O'f this church, whose watch within her tbreast had been 
ticking for over ninety-six years. 

How wondel'fully we are made! And yet you see men and women spend 
their 'Powers, physically, as though there were no end to them. iBut it is 
.p·ossible for a man to Sipend all until he has nothing left, Uke poor BarzllIai 
when .kin.g David said, '~Come thou over wit'h me, and I will feed thee with me 
in Jerusalem. And lBarzillai mid unto th~ king, 'How long have 1 to live, that 
I should go up with the !king unto Jerusalem':' '1 am this day fourscore years 
old; and can r discern between good a·nd evil? can thy servant taste what I 
eat or what ,I drink?" ,In that realm he 'had spent al1. There was no enjoy­
ment there. "Neither," said he, "can I hear any more the voice of singing men 
and singing women". The daughters of music were tbrought low. He had 
spent al.l; and .in that sphere there was nO,further enjoyment. "And those that 
look out of the windows be da.rkened." He could no longer see clearly; and I 
think he shook ·his head as he said to the 'king, "INo, no, .1 am an old man; 
and", he added, "wherefore then should thy servant be yet a 'burden unto my 
lord the king? .-It is ,beyond my power to' make any contri'bution to human 
Ufe, to the world's weal; J: have co-me to the end of my physical resources; I 
have s.pent all." 

And we are all doing that day .hy day, week !by week, month Iby month, 
year by year. ''The days of our years are t'herescore years and ten; and if by 
reason of strength they ,be fourscore years, yet is their stren·gth la'bour and 
sorrow; for it is 'Boon cut. off, and we fiy away." No. my friends, there is a 
bottom to your purse in that respect: there is an end to your 'bank account. 
"To 'be carnally minded is death"-minding the things of the 1I.esh is death. 
In this brief Sipan of three score years and ten, we soon come to the end, and 
find we have spent all. 

It is equally true o'l ·our intellectual powers. 'There are limits to the explor­
ations o'f the mind; there are Umits to a man's intellectual possibUties; there 
are some doors to which he has no, key; he has no vessel strong enough to 
brave the storms of some oceans. !Men may boast of their prowess, of aU that 
they ,have aecomplished; ,but their mental penn·ies will Ibe spent after a while, 
and they will discover that they have reached the end of all possibility of 
human discovery. Listen! "Canst thou by searching find out -God? canst thou 
find out the Almi·ghty unto perfection?" It is .possilble, as Darwin confessed 
before his death, so ·to concentrate one's powers upon the things of earth, upon 
material matters, as to lose all power to. see God's starn. We can spend all; 
we can come to the end of all ,possi,bility of enjoyment in that realm, also. 

Tp.en, let me touch on one of the principal elements of our endowiJient­
the t~ing of which we are most ,proud; that is, that we have a. wiII,-a will to 
w1Il that. Which is right, or that which is wrong: tl1at which is good, or that 
whieh is. evil. I read an article last night .in one of tl1e papers, an editorial, in 
which the' utterances of famous criminologists were quoted in explanation of the 
cri·minal careers 'of those two Chicago youths-a 'philosophy that eliminates 
the human will altogether; and relieves a man albsolutely ·of all responsi'bility 
for any ·kjnd :of evil. .oh, no, my friends, we are endowed with the 'Power of 
choI'l~. It Is true. that God l,J.as divided unto us His living; that He put a 
cr~wn ~'Pon our :brow, and a sceptre in our hands; and ma·de us to be kings, 
subject to HIm. 'But. you may throw your sceptre away. For you have 'known 
men and women who have lost their power of cho·ice; who ha"e sq yielded to 
sin that sin had 'become sovereIgn over them, and they could· not choose 
~~twe~n:~:f.Jlit"o! ~-!o:~~~~ujJ.d t.o .. ~lie .charlot w~ee~s of .their ow.:~:~~t"" :',l'.Il~ 
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had spent all in the realm o·f the will; were \bankrupt, and they no longer .bad 
power to choose. . . . 

How true this is of the passage of time'! How we fritter away our time as 
though there were no end to it! Pe().ple ta~k wbout "pastimes". My !friends, 
why should any sane man or woman want to "'pass" his ·or her time? We have 
little enoug-h' of it. !Nay, we are to "redeem the time"; we are to buy \lIP the 
time, to buy u:p the opportunity 'because the days are evil. !Napoleon once said 
to one of his officers when he 'had is'sued an order, "'Now, sir, use dispatch; 
ask me for anything ,but time, and 1 will give it to you; that -is the one thing 
over which I have no control". We are none of us millionaires in ·respect to 
time. We cannot afford to squander the days and the YElars. Indeed, the very 
moments are precious. If you would have a lesson: to·morrow, so-mewhere, you 
may hear the scream of the iflre engine as it dashes along,-the one privileged . 
vehicle in the city to travel at sixty or a hunllred miles an hour if it can. 
Why? Because it is run~ing a race with a d·evouring element that will not 
wait for time. So it is with us; we have no time to lose. How terrilble to 
come to the end of our ,probation, and· to have spent all! 

1N0w mal'!k this juxtaposition, will you, of pove.rty and . famine. It is very 
inconvenient to :be poor at any time. It is especially inconvenient to be poor 
in the time of .famine, when 'prIces ~re 8Jbnormally' higb. Here W9.S a man 
who had epent ali; and just as he got to the end of his resources, the country 
in which he lived -found the end 9f its resources also: "There arose a mighty 
famine in th-at land". Il'h'is lower realm in which are found the things which 
are seen, and which are temporal, also has very clearly defined limitations. 
And just as a man lOBes ~ower to command the resources of the visible and 
teDllPoral realm. so does the world lose its power to res.pond to his command. 
There are men and women in this city who have S;pent all, only to discover 
that there is something within them which cries out for something which the 
world has no power to supply. There is a mIghty famine in this land. "When 
he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land·, and he Ibeg.an to 
be in want." 

Now:, the union of these two ;principles-the end of human resource, and 
the end also of the power of terrestrial things to satisfy the longings of an 
immortal soul-when these two things come together, the want ·begins. 'Tal'k 
about the inspi·ration of 'Scripture! Hear this pregnant ,saying; weigh every 
word: "He 'began to Ibe in ·want"---1n· want-in want-no store at which he 
could purchase that .which would satisfy him, even had he the money; 'but even 
if there were such a store, he had not the price to pay-limited at 'both ends! 
"He Ibegan to ·be in want". Not a completed ex'perience, not written. in the 
past tense; but the beginning of a long, of a continuous, experience, with no 
prospect of ever ;finding satisfaction for the want that was within him. What 
a ~icture of the 'soul away from God! In want, in the beginning of want! 
Let me antici'pate a later message 'by setting over against t'hat-just fol' a 
moment to suggest to you that this is not the word of a pessimistic preacher ,­
"He ,began to be in want". That is one word.-iSet over against It, this: 
"They began to be merry". No end to the want on that course; and, praise 
the Lord! no end to the merri-ment in the other ·direction. Which are you going 
to lbegin to-night, the life of want o·r the life of aobounding satisfaction? . 

U. 
Look, then. at IRIS EFFORT TOWARD RF~HABlLITATION. What is he going to 

do? Hs has done nothing so far !but spend that which ,has ,been given to him; 
he has received nothing in return; he Iboas' come to the end 'of the resources 
with which Ihe was endowed 'by his father; he has come to a conditio-n o.! want. 
And he says, "I will assert myself; II wlll see what -I can do". What did "lie do? 
"He went and joined himself to oa citizen ~f that country." He was a foreigner, 
unacquainted with the ways ·of the land in which he lived. He did not belong 
to' that coilntry; he o~ht never to have gone there. iBut being there, he 
adopted the methods of the cpuntry; he "joined himf?elf to a citizen of that 
country". 'In other words, he. determined to get out of· the far country all that 
.it was possilble for a man to eXtract from its !barren fields.. 'Did you ever see 
a' man do that?-temporarily, at :le'ast, put .1?eohind him all thought· of better 
things put behind him all regret· f~r a 'wasted life? And say, WI ·will try' now 
on an~ther . .'plane";.1ust lik~' the ~a.n 'under the sun' of who.m 1 l'eQd 'to ·Yo'u 
. .. . ," ' .. -. ." '.: ',,' .: " . . '. :' .' " '. '.-~ -:. " 
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last ,Sunday evening-COr am going to get everything tha.t this world can pos­
si:bly ,give me. I will adopt the citizenship of the country." Ha.ve you not 
seen men live like that? They don't gO to church; there is nothing religious 
about them. Here is a picture of a man who reaches a state of utter ungodli­
ness. He has cut himself 'off from God. He says, "I am going to work out 
something, some sort of salvation for myself on this lower earthly plane". 

,And all that he got was a job feeding swine, which was most o·bnoxious to 
a Jew. "He sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain have 
filled his 'belly with the husks that the swine· did eat". What does that mean? 
Does it mean that, :had he been :permitted. he would hruve eaten swine's food? 
I think not. 'I think it mean.s that he had descended so low, that he began to 

· desire that he might be able to ,find satis'faction on the same plane as the 
animals. Did you ever see a man who tried to forget he had a soul? Did YOU 
ever see a man who tried to stifle, to smother, his conscien.ce; and to divorce 
himself from any sort of moral consciousness? He fain would have found 
satisfaction on the low plane of animal living! I have seen that; so have you 
-the philosophy of pessimism, "Eat, drink and 'be merry, for to-morrow we 
die". If you have had any wide experience of the depths to which men can 
descend, you will have met men who bave envied the Ibeasts their satisfaction. 
who have wished that they might sleep like a dog, without' thought of their 
yesterdays; that they might die like a dog, without thought of the future. 
But it was of no use. He could not satisfy himself there. 

]]I. 

Then comes this tremendous word, and with that I have done for to-night. 
Listen: "'!No man gave unto him". HE LIVED 'IN A ·LAND WHICH HAD No 
DICTIONARY THAT COUJ,D DEFINE THE ~RINCIPLE OF GRACE. ilt was foreign to the 
idiom of' the speech of that land. Grace is a word that relates to the infinite; 
grace is a word that is heaven-!born; grace implies infinity always. Think of 
it! You read of a man, for instance, 11'ke Ford, with an income of one hundred 
and twenty-'five million dollars a year, according to ·press reports. It may Ibe 
two hundred millions by this time. ,Some of you have Ibeen helping to increase 
his -income. But sit down with pencil and paper and try to reckon that out­
one hundred and twenty·five million doUars a year. "I would like to have his 
income for a day", someone will sa.y. "An hour or two would satisfy me", 
another would say_ No, it would not. 'I read last night about the inter-allied 
debts, liJillions of dollars owing by different nations. Henry Ford could not 
,pay them off. A man once came to the Duke of Wellington, and managed to 
break into his presence, and asked for help. The Duke said, "On what grounds.?" 
He ,said, "On the ground that '1 am your brother, sir." The Duke put his hand 
into his ,pocket and took out an iEnglish ,penny; and he said, "Get all your 
other ibrothers to give you as much as that, and you will be a richer man than 
I am". So he would have been. 

On the other hand, if the richest man were to try to give everyone a penny, 
he would soon 'be a poor man. You cannot deal with your fellows on the 
principle of grace. You cannot afford to be giving-giving-giving-giving­
giving all the time. You will come to the end of your resources, too. And, 
this man lived in a land where everyone was subject to limitations­
"veryone's income was Umited, everyone's resources were limited. No one was 
able to give to him; and he ha:d nothing to give, therefore 'he continued to be 
in want. 

I don't wonder-lbut we will deal with that more particularlY next :Sunday­
it don't wonder he failed to und·erstand the princliple obtaining in his father's 
house. You will see it next ,Sunday. And when he came to himself, he said. 
",How many hired servants o.f my father's have ibread enough and to epare. 
and I ·perish with hunger!" . And when he came Iback he did not dare to ask 
that anything ibe given to him; for he had ;been in a country where no one 
gave anything. And he had torgott~n there .was any place where things 

· . could 'be given away. 'It was the most difficult lesson for hi~ to learn, that 
· there was another realm where the storehouses ,were always full, where there 
. was 'no end to wealth, where one could afford to give-giVEl-'gi:ve-giV~be 
always g·lving,·an'd ·none ·the .poorer for -his giving. "No man gave unto hi:m"; 
and he came .back and said, ",please give me a jOb; make me as one of thy 
hired ae.rva.nts; let me earn my own Uv'i·ng"-a.s every poor sinner ~.'when 

, ... 
\ 
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,he ,co-mes ,back ,home. He .has Ibeen S9 long In the ,far country that he has f,o,r. 
gotten the speech .of his father's ~o-use~ . ' 

,I have .often wished in these days tor pbmty .to ,give 8;way. ' But it requires 
not only Infinity of resource. but Inoflnity 'of wisilom. too, to. know how to. ·give. 
It may do a man more 'harm by gIving ·him things than !bY letting 'him contil),ue 
to :be in :want in some circumstances. iBut yoU see the principle. my friends, 
that sin h8;8 brought us 'aU to the (place where grace ,is unknown. But 1 come 
to you with this message-and I must ~8iPeat it agaIn and ,again-that though 
we have had ou·r portion of goods; and we gathered It all together and took 
everything wIth us. and left ourselves Without justification for ever coming 
back again; now that we have spent it all, and we have nothIng left, nothIng to 
give. ,nothing to show for our e~enditure. stUl, "By grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not Gf yourselves: it is th1:l gUt of God". ''God so loved the 
world, that 'he ·gave his only begotten Son. that whGsoever believeth in him 
should not 'Perish, ,but have everlasting life." 

Some years ago I was on ,a 'hoUd'ay; and 1 went to ,hear II famous ,preacher 
-that is, he was locally /famous. He came from a 'big ,city; and he was 
supposed to ibe a great man. ,1 'had just !begun to !preach, and I W8;8 very much 
interested in hearing ether ,preachers.' That night '1 went to hear this famous 
preacher; and [ sat Iback in my seat e~pect1ng to 'hear .11 g,reat 'sermon. He 
'began in ,the, Simplest way, iby announcing this text, "!For the grace of God 
that 'bringeth salvation 'hath appeared to alI.men". lAnd he said, "You sometimes 
hear it saId that there Is only one way of salvation; but II am going to tell 
you to-night of four ways of salvation. 'Db!! !first is the innocent way; the 
peo.ple who say, 'I never did any harm'." \And he soon showed ,us .that that 
leil down a IbUnd street.' and there 'was no way o,ut; ','You h&d to come back 
agaIn. There was no salvation that way. "Then," ,he said, "th1:lre Is another 
way. the legal way:. the way o.f self-righteousness." And he carrieil us along 
that road for a while. ibut we found an Obstruction >there. And he showed us 
we could not get through by that read to God; so Wjl h&d to right &lbout face. 
and come 'back to the place of :beginning. Then he said. ''There Is a third way. 
and you call it 'do-bhe-!best-you-can'. A man says. 'II am nGt innocent. I dGn't 
say that. and I don·t say I 'keep the law In every respect; Ib.ut iI do. the best 
1 can·... And we travelled that :road; but soon feund that no. one W8;8 deing 
the ,best he COUld. 'So we had .to turn r.i-ght aibGut and cOIJ!,e Iback and Ibegin 
once again. Then 'h·e said,. "There is just one other way II know. and that is 
the way ,of grace", ahd he showed us that that' was tne only road 'going 
through to the gates of !pearl. 

Then he told a story that II. in my Ine~perience and folly 'wGuld not have 
teld; t should have supposed it W8;8 too simple; Ibut it has remained 'wi~h me 
fGr over twenty years. and 1 pass it on to you. He 'sa~d: "Once upon a time 
a father had three sons; and he called them to him and: gave them each a 

. be.autiful peach. They thanked 'him. and went 'away. 'Some time,' aifter he 
called them to 'him. and he said to the llrst. 'John. what did you 'do with, that 
peach I gave you?· 'Why, ·dad,' he said, 'what did you expect me. to. do with 
it? I ate it. of course. Have you got any more like it?' Wo/ said the 'father, 

. 'I have not any more like it.' And he called another son; and said, 'CharIte, 
what did you do with that peach'l gave you'?' 1Why,.I ate it; and it was so 
good ,1 saved the stone and planted it in the garden.' 1 hope to have a tree Gf 
,fruit Uke that some day.' So he called the third and said. 'IRo:bert. what did 
you do with your 'Peach?' And he Kid, 'You Iknow Johnny iSo-and-SG, a little 
cripple boy. lying ,on his 'back all the' time?' 'The .father satd 'Yes'. 'Well,' 
he said, 'I went down to see him, and I talked with him for 'a little ·while; 
and 1 just took' out the 'Peach and said, Johnny would you -Uke this peach?! He 
said; "[s' that th-e only one you have?' I ·said, 'Yes.' 'Well,' 'he said, 'I could 
not take that. I could not take all that you have.' 'Ob.. yes. you can. ,I want 

,you to have it.' But be said, 'iNa, ,1 cQuld not think of accepting it.· Anil·then 
he 'paused, and his father said. 'Wh'at did you do in the end?' "Oh.' )he said, 'I 
just changed the su,bject tGr a . little while. then Isli;pped the !peach on the 
chair ,by his Ibedside and left it with him'." ''So,'' the preacher said. '~I cannot 
tell yo·u how it was that when God had only ene 'Son. He coulil give Hhn; but 
I ,know He, did, and that. with :Him He will freely give us all ihings." , I bring 
Him to you, and in His name 1 leave Him with you. 
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·EDITORIAL 
REVIVE US AGAIN. 

Wh.oever will make a careful stud& ()f religioUSI condltlon9 oIbtaindng ill' this 
C)Quntry, and! on tll.isi c()ntinent, i~ 'he has IIIny appreciation' o-f SlPi1"ltual values 
at an; wlH Ibe 'com'llelledl to a:cknowledge thaot our ·most urgent need' is a' 
revival of spirltual.~el1gion. Here and! there .are to Ibe. found frui,tful spo-ts in, 
the ·garden of the Lordi; 'but the genel'lI!l conditio-Il' iSl one o'f Slp'iritual' Ibarrennes.s·, 
Thousands .of churches seem to have ceasedl ·to expect that the preaching. of 
tl1 e g~spel win effect a change e·f heart and a transformatioJlJ o-f m.e. l,t is no 
exa~geratioJlJ t() say that hundred'S o-f pastors are ftnMng. their Iburdens a.lmest 
greater tha·n theJY ocanibear. They seem to Ibe plowin·g u})On tl;te rock; and mos,t 
()f. ·~he seed they ~ appa'l'eJlJtly !becomes food, fO'1' the 'fowlJS1 of the air. 

, Substitutes f.or Spiritua,! Blessing. 

In: the face ()f these conMt:io-l1IS, all sorts 0·1l· human· ·d'elVices have 'been, and 
are 'being, eIIlIPloyeld~ in an attempt to 'better 'Condition'll·. Lacking the power to 
effect spir~tuaE ref.Wo1ts, many churche& have turned! asidlel to various tempo·ral 
min.istries,-many. of· them good; in them'Sellves', 'but falling: short of the main 
object .of 'the chur-ch's ministrY'-the regenerat:ioJlJ of ·men. The tendency In 
many -churches to 'Concentrate the church's energieSJ ,toward, some fOI'm Df whaot 
is called. .is.ociat 'Slervfce": when' carelfully analyzed, lSI o-nly an advertisem8llllt o~ 
spiritual i·mpotence; the efforts·· to entertain: and amuse those whose soul8 are 
perishing: for want o'f spiritual food is 'but anlOther man:tfe&tatlion· of ·the same 
. spiritual helples8'l1es1S1. 

.. We have litU:e doubt that there is a wide-S'Prel8.d recqognltion of the urgen,t 
need of Ii. genuine revival o,f spiritu;al reldli'ion. As we !fa;ce this fact, ho-wevs;, 
we do well to rememlber that it is p6s,sIDble to seek a 'good! thin·g in· I!o wrong 
.way. The Old Testament is replete with i1lustrations or how God again and 
'a;gaiJlJ 'brought· home -to His ·peo-ple ·the n·eed .of turning whole-heartedlY,'ba'ck 
to Him; and how, in the face ()f that need, they 6Oug·ht reUeif from the ms 
which their spiritual .declensdon hall! ,brought upon them· in a1m()s,t everly other 
'but the one and. only way in which relie·f can 'be, found'. Thus we have sought 
revival 'by means o·f· great mass movementsl; and ,have sUbstituted ";'-Erlgbt of 
numbers for the ,powe:r of the Holy 'Ghost. ReIV~val haBI bet;!oD: ~cted. also to 
'co-me from ·great !preaching.; 'and' with the aid! of SIOme ElIVangeUB/t of 8.IbilUY, 
we have en·deavouredl ,to -compel the ~ard:e·n· of the Lord' to Ibear fruit. MutBdc 
of . all' sort& als() has !been su:bstitu,ted !for the. work .of the :Spirlt; and·' by 
'mass.ed ·choirs; and m'agnetic leadl9l"~i'p ·of song;: emLeaVO'1lfS hoave ibeen· m'li,·de 
to soften 'hu~an.'hearts and make them rE'JSlIlon&lve to the gospel. Ill' tSlpite ~Of 
ali this,· the 'simple and unalterwble t~th remaiI),s, that spiritual quickening 
comeli from· mbova; "Net 'by ·m.f~ht, nor 'by power, 'but 'by my Spirit, . se:it:q' tha 
LO'1'd' of ··hoat.;" . .. . 
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:.: : .. APi we' w.rlte these:.wo~d'8 ·w~ are dilsP08'6d,: to ask: ourselves. whether::li :Is 
"worth 'While once again to' put th~ common·place in' prinot? ·;s~rely.wa··kiiow 
Whence anld, how the revival we need! must come! It is' one' thing., howeVer; ~o 

· know thesle th1n'gs; 'but still another to do th,em. 

A Two-fold Prerequisite to Revival. 

'There iSi a two.foldJ prerequiSlite to revivalL The 'firSit is 'praY'6r.· .This does 
not mean ,that we must study long and elaborate treatises on how to :l1Iray: 
it means that we must pray. Whether we know hoW! to llray or. not-~ay. One 
woman in "the Scri1)ture cried., "Lord" 'b.'elp me." T·hat wasl 'true prayer! An· 
other cried. "God. !be merciful: to me a sdnnm-." That was' true prayer! Praye'r 

· is talk'ing to' God. iRe wlI!l forgive U'SI if our speech is' .:crude, andl if .we ,'blun· 
d,etringly: aSik 'f.or the wrong thing-if onIy we pray .. We shalL learn how to· 
·pra~ !by ,prayin,g. There must ,be private, individual 'prayer. When, you read 
this, d!on,'t !bUY a Ibook on'1)rayer; nor walt ,to hear a·n address on pray·er. Go 

· to your room-aJlld :pray. Begin at once and d!etetrmi-ne that you will continue 
to pray untill a revival: co~es to your own heart . 

. T.helli carry that forward. into your own church. If you ·are a 'pastor, give 
the. firS)t place to the minist~ of 1)rayer. Neglect etVeryth-ln'g andi anything 
rather than the prayer meeting.; !by! your 'preaching. and. example, magnify tlie 
'privi1ege of prayer. >Don't trouble about numiberSl: if :there are ·olllly yourselif 
.and! the jandtor, let ·the ,prayer: 'meeting 'be a time of prayer. Forget a}.1 aJbout 
your watch when you pray; bold tryst with your Beloved; don,'t 'hiwit'Him 
by !being: '1m'Patien't ,to d,epart out of His presence. A real prayer meetin'g .. w.fll 
grow. Do not IlIPOH it !by. giving ad'dire'SSIe&-pray'; do not llElt others' span it !by 
giving. addresSlelSl-let etVery!bodly. lIray. 'Multlpl~ Y'Qur prayer meetin'g6i. if 
there are ibut one or twO' 'people who 'Pray, encounge them to' have ,fellowship 
wUh you in· this high ministry. Reso1"v:e that you w'ill suibordlnate every,thin.g 

· to this Qne matter of prayer. Let your preachiIlJg' eIn'phas,lze what GO.d 'lias 
done, and wb.at He lias 'Promisled' to do. The mi-n"istry that magnifies d:ivln,e 
grace wUl Inspire 'pe01)le to' pray: out of the senlSe 'oiJl their own need, out of 

· a senSle of their own spiritual' destitution', they will 'Cry unto God. 

Prayl Prayl Prayl 

But ill you are not a minlsiter, Ibut Dnly a ,private memlber of the chU:l'cb, 
and! there are no evidenc.es, of revival in that church, 'be'gIn to· pray. You wiI:I 
almost certainly ,find! other hearts In' your own church inexpreSl&ibl,y' lon'ging 
for seasons of refreshing from -the presence of the Lord·. InvUe them to 'liray 
w.ith you. Remember the llromi>Be i& not -to a multltudle, !but to two 01' three. 
The promige could! oot 'be made to mOTe than one and' las,s than two. Perhaps 
t~e: conditlon:s aTe alreadY. fu14Uled In your own home? A huslbandi has- a wi-fe 
who can 'pray with him, or a wlf,e, a hus!band; and! ,two thuS! may gather 'in His 
na.~,e.· .Do not !be a,fraidl of !being called' fanatical. Urge! every!body to pray .. 

PraY!llr An Attitude As Well As An Act. 

, "And! 'W"~en. you .pray, 8XlIect Godi to aIllSlWer. ·Many prayers puibUcIly offered~ 
· are not offer·Il'd' to the. Lard" Ib'ut to ,the .. lIe'ople. More .people ibeUeve. in': the 
exclu.l!iv~l,yBU!bjective in,fill-sllice of .prayer than may' !be SlUPP06ed. It is ,true 

.' th'ere"ia a suibjectlve side to it: prayer does tbring us into feUowSlhill with. God: 
But pray&: 'JOI!.·OV9S the. a~ of God!: prayer caSltsl· out· :devils~': healS! dIsease. 

" sitUe the tempest, calis down fire from heaV8~. When we have prayed, let ,u~ 
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ma.in.tain an attitude of ,faith; ~aan u,pon God"'1> Wordi-not only 'befor.e and 
while yuu 'pray, but after y'our. petlblon has 'been preslented. Let your sou-1's 
attitude 'be of faith, and thus press home your ,petition to the Throne of Grace. 
That is what is meant by the exhortation to ",pray without ceasing". It does n'Ot 
mean that we should, Ibe taI-kln'g all the time; ,but that th'e s'oul's ex:pectant 
a.ttltud,e Is' ItseH a 'ceaof!!ele'SiSI 'Prayer. The s,pirit of impOO'.tulbLty does not naces­
sl,tate 'continuous< knockill·g a.t the door; Ibut, having· ~nocked, it refuses. to 
lea·ve until the door 1& ope,nled. 
. . We have Bleen this slplrlt maDliofested in Chlir'ch life In suc'h m·easure that 
people come expectln'g the presence and. ·powe.r of Gon, in the service of God'!! 

. bousoe jll<S!t as' t'hey expect to s'ee the 'preacher wa~k Into the Ipul'pit; and whe'n 
that s.pirit of expectation ,takes 'posse,ssion of a church., God never d.isappoints 
It: heaven hears: the 'cry of the th.irs,ty groull!d;, andl the rain of ,bless1n,g 
d·escend:s·. 

God Speaks When Men Pray. 

Where,'er people 'pray, God· spea.kJs. A praY'inog chul'ch wlI<I find a new 
in,tereBlt In the Word: o·f God. BilblE!o'study andl 'prayeT alway,s go together. III 
tiliSi 'Way, the 'bElfginning> of revival comes; the slword, 01'1 ,th.e' :Spirit II> un·silreathed .. 
Revival iJna~' not come o·ver night; it may DIOt, fir·slt of al,I, .appear il1 cOllIVer­
s·ion-s. Indeed, instead. o<f ac1d!ition-s· to the church, there may' !be s.uJbtr'a'Ction's 
by the slWordl o,f the 'Splrlt beginning to do Itl> wor.k in the lives of 'believers. 
When· the Wordl of the Lord begins to exercfsle itl> slearChln·g m,ln.fBltry, there 
may 'be much trou'ble. ManlY' a ch,urch 'has 'been 'brought to the 'begilllD..ing of 
bleS!8'lng; 'but has 'Provedl uDlwJllln·g· to rece'ive the answe,r to ItS' own' prayers. 

Going to Gethsemane and Calvary? 

It may mean-it must 'mean, Geths·eruane and' 'Calvary. There Is· no poss,i, 
billty of proving the power of His resurrection- without having fe1:lowship with 

. His sufferings, and, Ibeln'g made con·formatble ·to His. death. Out of an ex·peri, 
·~nce in- which. 'We feell scarcely the alphoa'bet of the pos.s:lbillty of sopirltual 
ble~l8'lng has' been. le·arned .. we would paSIS' on ,to our :brethren thiS! suggestion, 
that we should re-&olve that we will pr·ay ,for revival'; and refus·e to be satisdled 
with anything; les'S! than a revival 'frum he'av?n, thOllS'h we sipe'lld the rest of 
our n·aturaI Uves. III! waltin'g for it. Let liS put everything else asid'e; a'band{)n 
all efforts toward pO'Pularlzin'g ·the religion of C'hrlst ,by amuslrug or enter­
tail1ing. Let us accept th.e pl'ain te.aching o·f the. Word of God that the goS'pel, 
in the nature of the case, unless< it 'be, 'preached, In demons'tration' of the' Spirit 

. and o,r Ipower, mUSit ibe ·the. most un·popular ·thing In' the world. 

The gosipe.l calls men to repe'nltance, to the renunciation o'r 8'ln al1d of a 
sinfu'l life; it ·calls men. to Gethsemane an'd '1'0 Oa:lvary; it cODidoitions d.is'Clple­
s'hip of Chris,t u'Pon' ta:lcin·g up the croSls,-and, the croSlSl never meal1s 'anythin,g 
leSis than. crucifixion' andllblood. 'The Si6lCODld cha'pter of ·the A'CtSi of the Apostle.!; 
can n ave'r 'be IIlJadle to chanlge place·S' with the nineteenth chapter of John: . 
there can, :be no open heaven without an OPeJlJ g·rave, andl no 'grave without a 
.cross. '(But what abundant compensations are to ·be found in the ways 'of the 
Lo·rw! 'Wha t gloribus victories< over "principdltleso anld, ·powers,! What happy 
.an~ .holy minlstrie's to the suffering. &on!S of meno! What g}ads<ome compan­
ionshi'p 'with the 'angels of the 'Lord,! 'What joyuus communion, with Fathed' 
'Son, and Holy Gh()8lt! . . ' '. ' 

The oChriSltlan, Chur'Ch" mad.e u~ o·r regeneratedJ 'personsl ~alled· out ().f the 
, . 
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world, and separated! uruto the 'gosipel of oGhriSlt; lSi not 'commiSilrioned, to undler­
take a political ·program·me; nor to ·engage, primarily, ill temporal ministries: 
it is sent into the world! ,tha.t it may celUlle not to teach andl -to preach Christ 
Jesus. Let us get 'back to the New TeSltament programme; let us read our 
Bilbles . with our 'sooulSi on their .knees·; liet uS! (lease to depend' upon any other 
llower than the 'Power of the Holy Ghost,-Ifh6'll God, wnL viedt us'; am the 
Acts of the Al.Ioilrtles, whi'Ch were the a'cts of the Holy '-Ghost, will 'be repeated 
in our doay; and! God wiLl addl to ·the chuI'ch daily SlUch as. are 'being saved. 

tPle B"ole .'ltle 6unbap 6d.Jool 'l.t~~on (:our~t, 
Lesson LXV. De'Cember 28th, 1924. 

JUDAH'S DOWNFALL AND C~PTIVITY.-II Kings, Chapters 24, 25. 
The downfall and captivity of Judah is illustrative 'o'f the downfall and 

captivity of Soinners in general. 

I. A Lesson in Divine Providence. 
The Bible is a revelation of God .from God. lot reveals His ways with men. 

These inspired histories IWhich we have been s,tudying are more than mere 
chronicles of passing events: they constitute a philosolPhy 'Of history; they 
show w.hy certain Ilhings come to pass'. (1). This story ·shows that 'God is not 
removed from His world; He is not indifferent to ,the 'me men live; His hand 
is up'on the affairs of men and of nations. The idea of a God locked up in 
the cosmos, and imprisoned ·by His own laws, finds no support in the Scrjp­
tufes. (2). We have here 'a .proof that the mara.l government of the universe 
is in the hands o:f a personal God, it sohows that ,the events of history spring 
from moral causes. (3). These ichapters teaoh that the LOird is sovereign even 
over those who do not know Him. T,he instruments of Judah's punishment 
were t·he ·Chaldees, ,the Syrians, 'the Moabites, and ,the child'ren of Ammon: 
"Surely a.t the commandment of the Lord .came this UJPon Judah, ·to remove 
them out ,of his sight, for .the sins df Manasseh, according to all that he did." 
Thus God speaks in circumstances; and His ,hand is upon all our ma.terial 
affairs. 

n. ~he Harvest of. Sin "When It Is Finished". 
(1). This history s,hows t-hat nothing can prevent the fulfiIment O'f ot·he 

Word, oJ the Lard: His laws are inexoraMe; that which He promises always. 
comes to pass. (2). Tihis history shows also that ,God is no respecter of 
persons. Sin in His own ,favoured people is no less offensive ·than in others; 
sin bears t·he same fruit irrespective of the s'oil in which it is sown. (3). The 
destruc'tion of the house of the Lord is an mustration of the principle .that sin 
would dlt'ive God from the earth. (4). Sin brings its votaries into b~ndage. 
Tws proud peQ1ile upon wihom the divine favour especially rested, determined 
·to"have their: own way, find tJhemseives slaves in Babylori. (5). Sin always 
brings grea.t misery to its victims: pleasant to the eye, and to 'be desired ·to 
make one wise as it may appear in .the beginning, "when it is finished" its 
fruit is a.lways death. (6). No one is proof against its power (vs., 14-16). All 
classes of me,n in Judah went down under its strong a'l'rn. (7). 'Zedekiah, (ch. 
25: 7) as representative of the who.1enation, illustrates the end of the trans­
gressor. The last use of his eyes' was:' to witness the death of his sons-then 
be' wa,s '.himself· Minded, arid ·bound with Ifetters of ',brass, and carried into 

'. c!l'Ptm!:Y. ", . ... --,. . .... 



THE dOSPEL WITNESS 

I,.AST SUNDAY'S SERVICES. 

Last SuUJday was a day of extraorctin'ary IbleSJSIlng. It was' tbe first really 
cold Sunday of the winter. Man.y peo.ple had not s'l1ppl'ied> their cars with 
anti-freeze; and they were arra·ld to leav,e· them stand·ing any len'gtll: of time. 
Then, too, a wa.rm !bed is mU'ch more hos'Pita:ble. of a co~w mornin'g than. when 
the weather is mUd.. Notwithstanddn'g,' the attellldJan,ce a·t the Bi'ble ,School was 
on,ly, ,forty less than a thous,anru-Dline hundrad' and' Slixty-and n,inety.,flve down 
llrom the Sund/aY' ,be'fore. 'T·he extraordinary feature of the ·BiJble ,SchooL attend!­
ance waSl ,tha:t the 'Crad~e Roll, ,Begin,n,erSl', and, .PrimarF, Department!} had' the 
largest attendan,ce on' record,. The .orad,tEll Ron was: the winner .for the Way, 
with one hunld'l'ew and eleven per ·cent. o·f the nu'm/ber enrolled in attendian'Ce; 
the BeglnDlerS<' came n.e~D, wlth'one hundll'eci' per ,cent.; and the Primary next, 
with ninety-Slix :per cent. The aduJ.ts in the 'Pastor's ciaSiSI s'eemed IeSiSl willing 
to !l'ace the cold. than' the memlbers· of the ICradlJe Roll: w·h.ne the CracJIle Roll 
was up, the Ad:uEt 'Class< was fo'rty-eight S'hort of the re'cord ot the 'Previous 
Sunday. BurD if. It wasl 'Col'Cll outside, i,t was' warm' insddJ6,; and -thoe service was 
one of 'blessing to every'bod;y. 

The evenin·g Slervice 'Was held in Jarvis, ·Street Oh:urch; and, notwlthSitaDld· 
ing the 'bitin'g. cold a great 'congregation was: pres:e·nt. The sdnging of the great 
choir, aSllllisted, 'by the orchesrtra and organ, all und!eT ,the leadership o,r Mr. 
Hurt'chin,son, was a m·ig,hty iDlSlpiration. At 'both services there were res,ponses 
to the invita.tion; and not a few,' we are sure, were gloriously saved. At. the 
evening !}8l'vice, three w8ll'e 'baptized. 

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING. 

Beginning n'ext ;Sunday, our mQrning Slervice wm have ad.dred: interefl1t !by 
relll&on of the <presen!ce of the orchestra to assist in the musical s'ervl-ce. in 
adldHion to this, the doifferent dJ6partme'n-ts of the ,School win take it in turns 
to 'pi'ovid!e slOme obdect /for a five minute oibdect les'son S'armOn· whi$ ·the 
Pastor win give, e:slpeciaLly 'f!or the benefit o,r the youn'ger chlld!l'en,. The Pastor 
wm not know what the object is' until he goes to the pulpit. 

The evening service will be held again in. Jarvis Strem:. Church, with ·the 
great choir and! orchestra in aUe'ndance. The su'bject of the SeTmon wni be 
"Getting. Home-<Blick", the ·fillth in the series on "The Adrven,tu!l'es of a Mod,ern 
Young ·Man". 

CHRISTMAS MORNING SERVICE. 

Last year a numlber o·f 'friend!r;p suggellte-d' the adrvisa'biliity of. our holding, a 
serviqe Ch'ristmas mornin·g. We Y'i~lded to their importunities, we confllrS!B, 
with some misgivin-gs. We wera, however, dlelighted to rile greeted' with a large 
congregation; and! we 'had! a service of much rblessdng. 'Thi6 year we' have,'be'en 
reminded': of the success of .last .year; one 'brother w·rites that "eight hundred 
of 'your auwitors o,f liast Chris·tmas morning will 8X!pect a repe'tition of thJ6 
service thi8 year". We shouldr .hardQy.like to say ·there 'Wera a~ 'many a·s ~lght 
hundred! pre'sent; Ibut we are grate'fu-l to know that som'ebody ·feU' as tho.ugh 
the congregation. weTe about eight hundred. We. shall -therefore, 'holdl a ser­
vice Christmas mornin'g at e'leve~. ·o'·clo~ck, 'Wh~. the Pa~to~ 'wil~ 'b~ing a Christ­
mas' mess'age.·· IDI view o·f -the .~,orJ;lin'l? ,se'rvice, there will fbe n.Q se'l"YIce in 
the even·lpg. 

j 
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THE GOSPEL WITNESS FOR CHRISTMAS OR ~EW YEAR. 

Some weeks, ago we suggested a year's su,bscriptoin to The ·Gospel Witness 
as a useful 'Christmas present which would visIt the recipient every week, thus 
;)!inging the giver to memory fifty-two times in a year. Although the suggestion 
appeared only once, it 'has met with a large response. We repeat .the sugges· 
tion here. If it should be too -late for 'Chz:istmas, .send The Gospel Witness to 
your 'friend as a !New Year's 'present, 'beginning with the first ,issue of the New 
Year. A card will Ibe sent to each Ip.ersou for whom The Gospel Witness Is 
ordered, sending 'Christmas greetings from the donor and The C!0spel Witness 
together. Su'bscrilbe at once at the office; or, if this should meet the eye .of 
persons out-of-town, send a telegr!lm, and lh~ money can ,be sent later. 

DOES JARVIS STREET NEED A REVIVAL? 

On our editorial page we have an article this week on "·Revival". We are 
grateful to God for the blessings which have so abundantly been ~estowed upon 
us in Jarvis IStreet; but we are in constant fear lest anyone shoul-d count 
Jarvis Street to !have "apprehended". We would urge evel'Y member of the 
church to give special t'hought to this week's editorial; and tben to. m8ike 
alllllication of the principles there expressed. Let us resolve as· we approach 
the New Year that we wiU 'pray for a revival more earnestly than ever, and do 
all our work with due regard to the admonition, 'u.et us therefore· fear, lest, 
a promise lbeing left us of entering into 'his rest, any of you should seem to 
come short of it." 

THE FIRST OF OUR CHRISTMAS FESTIVALS. 

Wednesday evening, the Primary, Beginners' anld Cradle Roll Dep·artments 
had tlleir Christplas supper, followed by the Christmas trees. Covers 'were laid 
in the ibeautiful B. !D. T.homas Hall for three hundred and twenty-eight. Every 
heat was occupied, and at least fifty waiters were in attendance; so that the 
total number w~s not far short of four ·hundred in actual attendance. A still 
larger num'ber gathered in the !Lecture Hall, which was crowded in every part, 
for tlie entertainment vhat followed. !But wait till you see us next· year! 

JARVIS ST. AND YONGE ST. MISSION. 

We were told !by one of the elder.s of the Moody Church, Chicago, some 
years ago, that Mr. Moody alIce d·escri·bed that church as a great fish ;pond. It 
was a place where the ,holy art of ·fishing for men was practiced, witIi great 

.success. We question whether there '-is any ;place In Toronto which has proved 
III tllis ~espect, a ,better 11.sh ,pQn4 than Yon.ge ·ISt. ·Mission. From the Ibeginning 
it has been a mission of faith. The present . sUperintendent Is the" founaer of the 
Mission. He 'began the work with the promises of GOld as his only guarantee. 
But they .have never failed him. In the years o.f its gracious ministry, YOb.ge 
St.Mission has bee~ the birttplace of hundreds of souls.' And it ever the 
Mission was needed: it is needed now. "Happy" Davis Is as happy as· ever, and 
iii! still a'bla~e with, zeal for the Lord and the souls of men. Mr. Davis 1s a 
member of Jarvis St., and our wOl'lk hes a large ,place 'In his' prayers.' But 
sometimes ~"e have had an uneasy feeling that Jarvis 'St. has not always' shoWn 
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the interest' in Yonge at. Mission 'which·its great work deserves: Our own 
Immediate needs, 'Perhaps, make greater demands upon the personal wOl'kers 
In our mem'bership than ever before. !But we have now more workers than 
ever, and more members, so that we ought to Ibe able to overflow more gener· 
ously into Yonge St. 

The Young iMen's Class of Jarvis St. are responsi"ble for the conduct of 
meetings in the Mission every Friday evening exce.pt the second Friday of 
each month. They are assisted :by many of the young women of the church. 
Why should not the young people who are not in the choir concentrate' on 
Yonge St. Mission Friday evenings? There ought to be at least twenty4ive or 
thirty !arvis St. wor,kers in Yonge 1St. IMission on these evenings. 

ABOUT CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 

The Christmas season has long 'been the favourite time of the year. for 
lUa;king gifts. That is because the flrst and .greatest gift this bankrupt world 
ever received was the gift of .Qod's .Son. Yet we seldom hear of Christmas 
being observed iby presenting thank-offerings to the !Lord'. Christmas is 
observed as the anniversary of the birthday of the King of kings .. Shall we not 
remember Him with a 'Present? 

PRAYING FOR·MONEY. 

Sometimes Sunday ISchool .buildings are erected 'before there are scholars 
to oceu'py them. Sometimes peolple imagine that a good !building will insure a 
good school. Jarvis St. already has a great building. 'But we are rBipidly out· 
g.rowing it. To provide accommodation for the 'Phenomenal increase in our 
Bi!ble School attendance we have had to incur a large expenditure in or.der to 
!Jlake necessary alterations in our building. But the end of possibilities in that 
direction are soon reached. 

Tltere is a.'bsolutely no reason w·hy we should not have an attendance of 
two thousand before the end of 1925, 'Providing we can ~nd room for them. 
We had better Ibegln to accustom our minds to the fact that a new great 
Sunday School building to house the largest .Biible School in Canada wlll have 
to ,be pT-ojected in the very near, if not in the immediate, future. But our God 
can always flnd clothes for His growing family-may we reverently say, He 
has not· so many children as to know not what to do. We have no idea 
through what many and varied channels the money for this great undertwklug 
will come; we only know that God Himsel-f wlll send it. 

,Shan we ask the 'Lord to use us to demonstrate what He stauds ready to 
do for all who w1l1 trust Him wholly? !Jf we had memibers with m1llions of 
money who could give tens of thousands of dollars for such a Ibuildlng its 
er~ction would afford llttle inspiration to others. ·But, if we lie at His feet, 
and invoke His aid, and receive from Him money to accomplish the humanly 
impossible, it wlll inspire thousands to attempt great things for God, and to 
expect mlrac~es at His' hands :In these modern times. Let US all 'begin to 

. pray now for money. Five hundred' thousand dollars would not be . more than 
we'shalJ need within the next three or four years: With 'God all things arc 
possl,ble. 
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