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"And not many days after.' the younger son gathered aU together, and took 
his journey into a far coulltry. and there wasted his substance with riotous 
living."-Luke 15: 13. 

p.!i~ft!~ E are not to understand this parwble as giving us merely ,the story 
of a few men who fathom the lowest depths of iniquity, who d() 
literally sq'uander all they have in ,the pursuit of sensuous pleasures. 
It as really the atory of every man. We differ from each otJher ,only 
in degree;-=in prinCiple; we aie all one, in that we have claImed 
our own Independence; we bve demanded the portion of goods that 

was o'!lrs, In' order that we might ilie our own master8-'a6 we thought. 
And we all' have committed ,the, f.olly ()f this y()ung man who 
"gathered all together"-leavin,g notJhing that !belonged to him in his ,fatJher's 
house; leaving himself without excu'se, without any reasonable justification ,fol' 
ever re',turnl'ng agl8.in-all tha:t :belon'ged to him he gathered together and took 
it with him into a far cou'ntry---!just as we all ihave done; using all ,our ,powers 
of body and mind, not in the semee of (rod, but aJpart from Him,--'unless, in
deed, we have 'been Teclaimed 1IIlld restored Iby ,dlvd'ne grace. 'Do not looi\[ u'pon 
the man in the gutter and say 'he Is the, only prodigal. The very respectlllble 
m,an wh'o never did anything to !bring the !blush of shame to his ,cheek, or to 
cau'se his ,friends t() aJpologize ~or ihis condUct,-in his relationship to God he 
also ,is ~ prodigal; he h'as used, his porMon of goods to !put as great a distance 
as possU:ile 'between 'himself and God. 

I. 
And our text. this evening tells us what use he made of his Uberty, what 

use he made of his fortune, how he employed his wealth; and'it is 'illustrative 
of the use men, mlll~e of these thilngs when ,left to themselves, without divine 
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grace, wit-hout the !Illumination and .inspiration of the iSpiTit of God. It Is an 
lllustraUon of the rife men naturally Uve 'there-in the far country. He 
"w.asted his substance with riotous living"; which, !being interpreted, means 
that he spent his resources as though, they were without lim.1t. (He was like a 
man the ·first day after p'ay-day; imagining himself to ;be ipossessed of unlimited 
funds, he lived t·he life of III. SiPendtJhrift. That is what the word "riotous" 
means, .that he sp'ant freely, lavishly. without reserve, without judgment, with
out .pausing to thin,k that he would reach the end of Ms res'Ources; Mld Iby 
and .'by he found himself without means. And th'at is a ,picture of how we have 
llved~all ·of us-until we have been ;brought to ourselves ,by 1:ih:e ,S'pil'it of God. 

Here was III. man who set no curb whatever Uipon his desire; Uke the man 
uuder. the SUIIl of whom [ read te you this evening, whatever he desired he 
determined to possess: '''Whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not kom them. 
I withheld ·not my heart from any joy." No prlce was too great llor him to 
pay; it was enough for him to want a thing, for him ,to res'Olve to have it. 
WJh,ile his money lasted, he spent as thoough there were no end to the supply. 
And that has ibeen true of very many of us,-in iprinciple, true of all of us
that we have put no bou·ndary to our desires. There are many who s'ay, "Why 
are these natural desires within me, if they are n'Ot meant te be grati-fied? Why 
am I so censtructed as to desire certaiil things, :if It !be not lawful to indulge 
that desire?" ·It is pel'fectly natural .for a ·mMl to want to eat; Ibut any sensi'ble . 
man wlll set a limit. to the indulgence of that desi,re. It is inevitable that we 
should want to drinlk. These appetites are natural to us. 'But even in. t-he 
p'hysical realm they must be controlled; they must ,be sUibject to some limita
tiens; they may .n'Ot iIle lightly a,nd without restrai,nt indulged. There is too 
great a price to ipay. And yet there are those who have never st-opped to con
sider, "Can I afford it? Have II resources enough to justify me in this expen
d-iture, in orde·r to the realization of my desire?" 

That is 'true in the realm of the senses. We 'M'e made up of spirit, soul 
8.iIld body. And a m,a;n cannet, if he would, ignore the requirements of his p'hy
sical nature. When our Lord Jesus was ln 'tJhe wilderness, we read that He 
hungered; BInd the Devil came to him and said, ''If th'Ou !be the Son of God, 
command that these stones ibe made ·bread." \Now, He had the power to do 
that; ,but had He yielded to the teIIllPtation, He would have gratified His phy
sical appetite at toe great a ;price. And He refused t'O exercise that eU'per
natural 'pewer for the gratification of His ibodily appetite, 'because He knew it 
would involve His spiritual impoverisihment; and He said, '~t is written, Man 
shall lIlot live !by bread alone, 'but 'by every word th'at iproceedeth out of the 
mouth of .004. -I ·have another part of My nature to satisfy ·beside the physical; 
and I canonot afford to do violence to My spiritual nature in order tlhat My 
body may .be !fed." And yet that is just the price men pay in order to the 
gratification of theiT physical nature, ion order to indulge in various forms of 
sensuous pleasure; in 'Order that they may revel in luxury, that ,they may 
surround themselves with all sorts of physical cemfoer.ts. 1 am not speaking 
now of the' absolutely 11legitimate indulgences of the fiesh; but of that which 
is legitimate up to a certain me'8.Sure. But this man did not 'know how to set 
a ibound to it. He spent his time in riotous, in ;prodigal 1iving,-indulging 
hiplSelf to t-he utmost at all .costs; violating the laws 'Of his mind and the 
requirements of his phys.lcal lIlature, -i'n order to the indulgence of merely 
carnal pleasures. 

Then, there is another kind of pleasure-in the mental re·alm. There are 
some th,in;gs which we may legitimately desire. As I said to yeu a night or 
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so ago, the p'owers of our mind were given us that they might /be exercised. 
God does not expect us to accept anyt'hing Iblindly. ,He has made us Tational 
creatures; He has made us responsi:ble to Himself; ilIe has divided unto us 
his living, endowin'g us with 'Power to ibe exercised in legitimate pursu.fts. 
And it is well that our minds should thus be exercised. There is a kind of 
mental ,pleas,ure: there is a pleasure 'in lfI.'nd,lng 'thlng's out; there is a ·pleasure 
in the acquirement of kn'owled-ge. You see it when 18. little boy comes home 
from school. A new d~or has /been opened to him; 'he has got a glim~se of 
another realm. And, full of his new 'lroowledge, he comes home to tell his. 
father or hIs mother 'Of the great discovery he has made. He rejoices 1-n that 
he knows somethin-g to·day that he did not kn~w yesterday. He is proud of the 
pos'ses,sion of a mental attainment that ibelongs to hlmself. .A:nd that is per· 
fectly legitimate. It is right for us to ask ,questions; but we must set a ,bound 
even to our quest~oning. 

There is a theory abroad to·day, which Is' not at all new, ,that it is a special 
mark of our Ibelonging to this age, that we ask questions. I remember hearing 
a ~rofes.sor address a graduating class a few years ago, say:ing that the peculiaT 
characteristic of this age was that 1-t .was an age ()If "quest". Ta~k to your old 
grand·mot.her-'or your great grand·mother, if she is liv-ing-BIIld a.f3Ik iller whe· 
ther the children of her day 'belo·nged to an age .of quest. They WeTe always 
tearing open the pantry door, and brea.king in here, and tJIlere, and everywhere. 
They were always ,inquiring. lAs a matter of ,tact, ,that 'has ibeen characteristic 
of the human race from the beglnnIng,-a thirst ,for iknowledge! You remem· 
ber back in the Ibeginning, there was one door 'that was locked against man
the tree 'Of the knowledge :of good and evil--a.nd over that door was written, 
"No Admf.ttance". lBut ma'n 'WI8.S determined to possess that knowled'g~and 
obtained it; Ibut he Obtai'ned it 'at too great a price. It is the same old story of 
"riotous living", of iprod,igal expend;l.ture of powers, ,in ordeT to the 'Possession 
of that UiPon which the heart is set. 

Napoleon was an example Of one whose prodigality Ibelonged to the intel· 
lectual rea:lm. IStudy the life of NB.IP'Oieon, and y.ou ·find that he was not a 
debauchee; he was not a licentious man; he WlB.S not a man given to the indul· 
gence of appetite. ilIe 'kept under his ibody. He never could have done what 
he did, if he had not. His d-lnner was a tlLing of necessity; 'he got through wf.th 
it as quickly as possible. Whenever his offiicers we're .goin,g to d,lne with him, 
they made a 1P0int 'Of di,ning somewhere else 'first, !because he never gave tihem 
time. to enjoy their dInner. He ap~eared to need so little; he ate so rapidly, 
put'ting aside the requirements .of tihe ,body as quickly as possible, in order that 
he might go on in the .attempt to real,ize ·his passion for power. He lived In' the 
mental realm. There is where his sin was, clLiefiy. 

We remember the story of the !Master's temptation-the typical, the repre· 
sentaUve ,Man, carried up into an e)!:ceeding high mountain and shown all the 
kingdoms of this world, and the 'glory of' them. How did they come !before 
Him? ![ suppose that it was !by the exercise ;of the imagination, the powers of 
the mind-just as you and I have created 'Worlds that had no existence, In .our 
own Imaginations. All these ,things were Ibroug.ht !before Him; and they were 
offered to Him at a ,price. But the price was too great for lHi'm to paY.. Even 
the :Son of God said, .'Il can-not afford to pay that !price for the ,kingdoms of 
this world, and their glory." Yet, my dear friends; there are men w.ho pay 
just -that price,-who bow down and worship the Devil himself, if only they 
may reaUze their amlbitions. Wlhy, there are men i,n this, city am'bitious to be 
wealthy-not ,for the "love of money. I remember a man who told me once-he 
had acquired g~Wt wealth-and he said-it was :before motor cars were as 

\ 
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common as they are to-Clay-he said, "When 1 stood out on my verandah, and 
I saw my ca'r swing around, and those 'bright lioghts lighted up the place, I 
said to myself, ~Can it 'be possible that 1 owIi that? There was a time when I 
·never dreamed that that would 'be within my grasp'." 

You wonder why it -is that, when a ·man has made a million dollars, he 
wants to malke two; and when he has made two, 'he 'wlllnts four_nd eight. 
He wants to go on making money. .You wonder why a man 1iate Henry Ford 
d·oes not retire? Well, If he were working for money he WOUld. He has more 
than he can possl.bly use. That is not it at all! :It is si'~IY this, that men are 
consumed· with a passion for power! And wealth gives them .power. They 
appear to have everything; and yet they want a litUe more, and a little more, 
and a little more. 'l'hey spend themselves in riotous and extravagant llv,ing, 
setting no ,bounds to their ambition, ibut going .on-;j.nd on-and on, to see 
what they can get out of tIle !far country. 

That does not necessal"ily mean getting drunk, no'i' does it mean weari-n.g 
a ragged coat. A man m,ay be very IlIbstemious and live in that intellectual 
realm, and there spend hi-s portion. ".[1hat is the t·ruth of this lesson: that 
he set no limit to 'his desire; that there was no price 'too ,great to lPay !for its 
realization. 

II. 
"I'hen the second thi~g: He received no return for his expenditure. He 

wasted 'Ms substance; he poured it out-and '~ot mothin,g iback. ISuibstance does 
not mean his money, there. It me'ans his !being, his essence, what he was. He 
wasted himself in riotous living; he concentrated all his powers ~Oll the effort 
to realize hi6 desi:res. .&nd when he had spent ihimself to the utmost, he had 
nothing to !3'how, nothing that satisfied him; he wast~d 'his portion of goods, 
and had lloth1n-g left. 1N0w, that is true; that ~s how; some men live; -that is 
the ~ruit of sin. 

The fact is, this young man found there was nothing in the far country of 
laGting value. It could not .be boUtght for money. Whatever he laid his hands· 
upon soon slipped ·through his tIn-gers; and wherever h!l went he found nothing 
bhat would IlIbide wit'h 'him. And, my dear ,frlendoS, tha.t is the old story. There 
is not :in all the city ·of Toronto, .j·f you bad all the inoney in all tbe :ba.n·ks, 
if you owned tbe wbole city, if you h'ad the freedom of all the stores, and 
you could !bUY all the clothes you want, and live in any .klnd of house you 
desire, and d·rlve amy sort of car, or even go in an aeroplane; j.f you were in 
the position of this man under the sun of whom I ·b·ave read, and were able to 
he'ap to y·ourself men singers and women ,singers, and to have generations of 
servants 4n your house; and .to layout gardens with fountains playi-ng therein; 
if you indulged you-rself, to the utmost, and even i'f you exceeded all those who 
lived In Tor-onto as this man exceeded .in wealth the wealth of all ,vho 'had 
been 'before 'him in Jerusalem-when you had ohtalned it all, y-ou would have 
to make emctly the same acknowledgment that this man did: "There was no 
pro.fit under the 'sun." 'There are many. wealthy home,s in ·this city where that 
has ibeen proved, where "their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more 
than hl!a·rt could wish"; ibut they JIll/ve discovered that "a man's life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the ·things which he ,p08l3esseth". There is no a;biding 
satisfaction in the realm of the senses. To ·be carnally-minded, to live on the 
low !plane of physiC'a1 desire~ood clothes, comfor~able houses, ,plenty of ,food, 
the indulgence o.f every ki·nd of physical desire-is only. a ·passing thing. It d'oes 
not ~a,st; it satiStfles no one_ How often we have seen it: men who have ikept 
themselves 'back .from 'noth,ing; ·only to d·iscove~ that "all il!J vanity and vexation 
of sp!rit". ".[1hat is a commonplace. You have seen a man who :}tas g;pent all ibis 

\ 
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money, who 'has come to the end of himself physically-"wasted his sulbstance"
and he ls a standing advertisement of the -folly of it, !because the folly' of seeking 

, satisfaction in that direction may &0 easily !be seen. 
But it .fs equally true, my friends, that there is no satisfaction for any of 

us though we indulge the powers of the mind. It is a !passing pleasure; ,but l,t 
does not last. I called In to see a man in a certain American city one day; 
and I said to him, '~ell, how are you to-day?" He said, ~ am feeling very 
happy." II s'aid, "II am glad to he8lr that. 'What has h8lppened?" "Oh, 1 have 
just received a letter from my pulblisher, tell~ng me that my latest book is 
selling Uke hot c8lkes. 'Read it!" ~nd he threw it across his desk. It was a 
letter saying Ms ;book ohad received wide acceptance, and that another edltion
I don't know whether a second or a th.ird-was 8Jbout to :be issued to meet the 
demand. And he was very much grati1led. ' Yet ,five years from now no one 
will ,know anytlhing '8/bl()ut his book. He will have no particular satisfaction in 
it then. These things are passing; they do not a'bide with us; We are helm 
to the accumulated knowled,ge and wisdom of all tohe ages. We Iboast that we 
are cleverer than our predecessors-and of course we :owght to 00. We are 
very proud of ourseloves. But II suppose every generatIOn that has preceded us 
has ibeen affi-icted watlh the same smug complacency that !belongs to us; ibut If 
there ever was a wiser gene'ratiQn than ours, ce,rtainly we are very u,nwilling 
to admit it. 

And yet, with it all. there .is something we have not discovered. The great
est scholar In the world, although he ha!3 all the lore 'of -the world gathered 81bout 
him; though he hras the' ,product of the minds ,of all the scholars on his shelves, 
when he feels a pain, and feels that something ds wrong, his wealth and h:is 
knowledge are all of no avail. Hils doctor comes and he says, ''There Is some
thing w,rong with yOU"; and he examines hIm and adds, "I am afraid it !s 
something we cannot deal with. We must call in another man of science." 
And anotiher man of science comes in; and he exantines him, and confirms the 
judgment of the ,first. We wUl sup,pose he 'has spent his time in amassing 
wealth. iHe has now power to command all the skill of the ablest 'men ot his 
generation. And he Ibrings .them to his :bed'side. He Is willin·g to gIve a 
million dollars for the extension, for the prolongation of hils Ufe; !but with all 
his wealth, and all the wisdom ,that his weal-th can command, he stands face 
to face w-ith 'Someone who has no respect for the cleverness of this generation; 
who comes with Ms :bony hands and his em:pty eye-sockets--comes upon that 
man of learnin'g and wealth. And that man finds that :the one thing that he 

. has not learned Is whither he Is going. 
. . Men are' very milch concerned to-day ,to find out where 'we' came from. 

Well, that Is interestIng! 1 'know where we came from. ISo does everyone who 
reads this Book. But there are some lIeop}e who are far. more intereste'd -in 
origins tih8ln in des-tinationa. The great question with them is ·where man ca~e 
from: ·but the 'supreme question for every one of us is, Where are we going? 
Whether a man came fl"om 11. WOl"m, or something else, he is 'here; and he Is 
not goin'g to be here ,for ever. And all that ,he luis ibeen SIble .to find ~n the far 
cou,ntry, ~art from God, :will not prolong Ms Ufe indefinitely. It may seem 
to postpone the ad'Vent of the last enemy; :but he .at last comes. And when his 
life 1s ended his' ,fx:iends stand aibout ,him, and say ,tohls: "With all the accumu
lated wisdom .of the ages on his library shelves, we cannol find anyone, an:y~ 
where, to tell us where 'he hIllS gone. He has 'wasted his sulbstance 'with riotou,s 
living'; and at the·end 'of it all he is 'bankrupt; he has not'even enough to pay 
his fare to' another world." 

That Is the story. Oh, my friends, come lback ,to' the ofd GoSpel .. Our LOrd 
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Jesus \has anticipated' our folly, We wasted our sulbstance: He conserved His; 
we spent all our powers "with riotous Uvdng": He spent ,His ul laying up a 
store of merit sufficien,t to cover all ·our delfl.cits; we have rendered ourselves 
utterly unworthy before God: He lived a pel'fect Ufe. And -that perle·c.tion 
flowed In solution when His blood was shed for the 'atonement of our sin. 
And though we 'have no right to return, thougoh we have spent all and are in 
want, yet we may come, not on the Ibasis of merit: 'but on ·the I basis of His 
abounding grace. We may flnd re"Elntrance ,to our Father's' house, restoration 
to His' .fellowship, and, indeed, to heirs"hiJp: "As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to ibecome the sons of God, even to them thlllt lbelieve on hIs 
name," "And if children, then heirs; helrs of Ood, and joint-heirs with Christ." 

Now, ,far more -than 'I have said, you 'have -thought this evening, Many a 
man here to-n,Ight has said, "'Well, that 'is true; [ have got nothing out of it. . 
All is vanity and vexation of spirIt. 'There is nothing that satisfies, nothing 
that wUl satisfy the heart and conscience in the far country," The only way 
to 'be satisfied is to get back "home: '1Return unto thy rest, '0 my soul; for the 
Lord !hath dealt ,bountifully wIth thee.'" Oh, slhall we come .back? If there is 
anyone who has wandered far, anyone who has "Wasted his substance" In the 
sense of getting no retur,n for all your investment in life, I promise you in 
the name of Jesus Ohrist that He wUl satisfy ,for time and for eternity_ 

We may npt 'be aUve next ,Sunday evenIng. Only this week I was called 
to lay a dear sister away, I "had no,t known her intimately; :but she had ibeen 
to the services. She was suddenly called on Tuesday, and passed away Wed
nesday morning. Who knows 'but that our time may come? That is old
fashioned, is it not? That is old"fashioned for a' IPreacher to say to anyone, 
"You had .better prepare to mee:! your :God, 'becarise you may not !be Hving to
morrow." lot is just as old-fashioned as this Book. The pIty of :it i.!! that Death 
is not old-'fasnioned; he is very modern and up-to-date. lIIe is on our track 
always. If you dare to take the risk of !passing Ibey()nd without knowing Christ 
here, that is your responsilbility. But mine is to urge you not to do so; !but to 
accept the offers oif mercy, to yleld yourself to Christ as :Saviour, to' accep.t His 
atOJiing work for you, and to do it to-night. 

"Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou 'bidd',st me come .to Thee,. 
o LamIb· of God, I. come, I come/' 

GOOi> NEWS FROM OAKWOOD CHURCH, TORONTO. 
We co:unt it a privilege to 'spread good riews allWays. Mr, Mesley, tti'e 

paStor of th~ Oakwood Ave. Church, Toronto, sends us' news of -blessing U'pon 
His work. For ten months a gr·qu·p <If members nave melt thre'e ,times a:- week 
to pray fot rev~V'll1. Brei. Me'sley is ktind enougth to say thaJt in this ,they 
were following the example' of Jarvis, St, Tl~i·s 'has resut~ed ~n mU.Clli Ihe#t
searchitlg and :re-consecration ,to the 'selJ'Vice of the Lord. Ort N6""eiIi1:ier 23td-, 
the Lord sept EV'angel:j.sl~. Adam Barr, ·the converted carter 'from Glasgow, ,to 
lead in special 'services. This.came .about without· any' human planning. From 
fhe fi:rst· .day 'conversions have taken place. and a deep 'sense of conviction o,f 
sin· and concern ·fo,r s·a:lvattion is ,being manifested ,throughout the neighborhood. 
Th:e. buHding ibu belm packed ·to overflowing on SunaaY's, ari'4 fille.4 every w~ek 
niglit. Marly' backsliders who have ,been Long out of fellow'ship' wi,ta God 
lia':v:e been tes:fored, and many sirlners have been 'convettec!:; Toe tev'ival has 
Be'en characteriied ,by' Ifhe' conversion ·of rliiny for 'WfhQm 'speciillprayer ,has 
tieen made, wh.j.le ,co~ce'rri ,for the IloSt 6n the part .of Gl>d',s peoPle is snown 
by the PeF.S01'!al efliort 'being m'ade to' bring -the last to .ChI1ist. _. 

Brother Barr ,i·s ev,iden.tly ta true and mighty man 6f God. We were iiii
,pr~s'se4 with. his sitrength from our firs-t meeting wi,ui- Ihim, -and we Hope many: 
otlie:r cnurcHes wiU seek Ms' services. . . '. ,. 
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, True Baptist believers 'belong to one family wherever they are found. 'Dhey 
are, indeed, 'members of one ,body, irrespective of national or geographical 
boundaries; and of them f.t is true that "whether one memlber suffer, all the 
me!llbers suffer with it; or one member 'be honoured, all the members rejoice 
with dt". The Southern Baptists are a g,reat host; and of that great hoat, Texas 
Baptists are a most influential part. 'Dhis is our '8IPology for venturing an 
opinion relative to recent i!J.appenings in the Texas State Convention. 

We have 'before us a copy of ti!J.e Baptist Standard, published in Dallas, con· 
·ta,.ining an article entitled, "A Triumpi!J.a.nt !Meeting of Texas B3!ptista", under 
the ,name of E. C. Routh, ,Editor. 'This report contain's two outstanding ItE'ms 
of interest. Tpe flrst is a statement of Ibelief, 'signed 'by'all the members of the 
Faculty of Baylor University, Waco, Texas, .issued to the ,Board of Trustees. of 
the University,. and read to the Convention at -Dallas. The statement is one 
of the most adm,irwble documents we bave read. :It le'aves nothing to be 
desired. So far as any awbscri'ptlon to any statement of belief can be 'bi'nding, 
the entire Facuity of "Baylor University has ,solemnly ibound itself '.'0 a pro· 
gramme of strictly orthOdox 'teach,ing. FolIow.ing this sta.tement, we are i,nformed 
that a document signed :by twenty..tive members of "co-o'perating Baptist 
Churches and regularly appointed messengers to the Convention" challenged 
the right of the messengers .of the First B3!ptist Church, F'ort Worth, to !be 
seated in ·the Convention as meSsengers. The Baptist Standard report continues: 
"By a tising vote, and without discussion, the great Convention voted unani
mously, so far as we could see, to approve the recommendati·on of the Creden
tials Committee that, the Ghallenge '8Igairist the messengers of First !Baptist 
Church be sustatned", 

So ,far lis it is 'POssi.ljle 'for one- ·ciutside .the Convention' to do so, we' have 
follOwed the 'Texas controversy with care arid great interest. 'The pastor of 
tlie First Baptist <Ghurch, Dr. j, Fran'k Nor·ris, ·has been waging war on the 
teaching oil ,Evolu.tfon i·n Baylor Un~versity for upwards of three years. We 
ha·ve read The Searchlight carefully cin··these mattem; and we have· observed 
-that ·Dr. Norris b'as diSiplayed extraordinary a.bility in directing hi-s flre at 
Evolution'rather than evolutionists. While 'he has been fearless and un com
promisl'ng, in hIs defen,se of the faith; and in his attaoks ~on t'hat particular 
aspec.t of Modernism wh-i-c.b: aims at its destruction, he has kept- the' discussion 
on a'very' nigh plane,. ,insistirig u'pon holding Ms opponents to a consideration of 
thtil4uestion of Whether or not 'Evolution' was 'being taugh-t in BayIOr University. 
'1'!hii' fact that ,severaJ resignations were ~orced iby -Dr. Norris' exposures showed 
tliat hi!! course was Bmply justIfied. . 

Some time ago, ·we ·believe it was at Galveston, the' question was supposed 
to iba settled ,by an 8;D·nouncement 'by the President of Baylor to the effect that 
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he was opp·osed to Evolution in a·ny ·form. ,For some unaccountllible reason, we 
missed a statement made, we ·believe, ,by the 'President of .Baylor .in ·one of the 
University's llu1blications relative to the evolution contro'Versy .. We should have 
known nothing Ilibout it Ibut for an editorial ,in the Baptist Standard by Dr. 
Routh, in which 'he said in effect that :Dr. Norris wa.s not the ~ssue in the 
Texas controversy, :but rather the ~uestion, Whether .Evolution was being 
taught in Baylor? And he expressed regret thlllt the war should have !been 
re-o·pened ,by Baylor itself. We saw this editorial quoted in several :papers and 
rejoiced that the principles for whicii Dr. !Norris had contended had found a 
courageous and able champion .in ,the editor o,f the official organ of Texas 
Bapti-sts. Later we read that the editor of The Standard was to speak in the 
First Baptist Church, Fort Worth. We heard from -many brethren conversant 
with affai·rs in the :South that the bold utter8.0nce of !Editor Routh was likely 
to cause him hiG :position. A careful re'ading of the 'Ed,itor's account of the 
meeting o·f Texas Baptists in Dallas w.ill convince aollY candid mind that the 
Editor has now brought 'forth ·fruit meet for repentance. 

,Some time aogo we read an account of the eX'!pulsion of one of the students 
of Baylor University for disloyalty to the Institution. The eX'!pulsIon order was 
signed ·by the secretary of Baylor University. When we read an account' of 
this, we confidently eX'!pected that the conscience of Texas Baptists would !be 
aroused, and tha.t there would .be at least one other resignation from Baylor. 
On reading the statement of faith in the Bapt·ist Standard, we were suroprised 
to find one na:me still on the Faculty. Were we in Dr. Norris' place, we should 
be d,is'posed to uk if every memlber of the Faculty of Baylor w·ould be as wilUng 
to su·bscriobe to the twentieth chapter of Exodus as to the 'Genesis account of 
creation. 

Texas Ba.ptists are undoubtedly a gre'at 'People, and have great achieve
ments to their cred.it. But ,great masses o'f ~eople may sometimes more easily 
be swayed ,by their leaders than small numlbers. We can well understand how 
the statement of the Baylor Faculty WOUld. move the Convention; especially if 
everything were properly staged for its presentation. We notice that the right 
of the messengers from the First 'Baptist 'Church to a seat In the Con'Vention 
was challenged on 'the ground, among other things, of the op:position of their 
church to the "elected trusted leaders" of the 'Convention; and among the si·gna
tories to the challenge we O'bserve the mimes of Dr. L. F. iScal'lborough and Dr. 
F. ,S. Groner. These··names long re:presented to us some of ~he giants of Israel. 
We once made an earnest effort to persuade the President of the South Western 
Theological 'Seminary to honour Jarvis 'Street Church with a visit. 

We went to Fort Worth 'by the invitation of Dr. W. lB. Riley -in 'May, 1~23. 
Up to that time, we had never read The SearchZight, 'no·r had we met Dr. Norris. 
What we knew of Dr. J. ·Frank NorrIs we had learned ·from the Baptist 
Standard, and that had 'been .by ·no meanS complimentary. We went to Fort 
Worth rather afraid of the 'Pastor of the iF,irs.t !Church. 'We were, indeed, 
warned by some of our most intimate 'friends that association with him would 
be sur~ to ,be .injurious. On meeting Dr. (Norris we had a feeling, first of all, 
that he· was almost as much afraid of the Pastor of Jarvis ,S.treet Church, 
Toronto, a.s we were afraid of the Pastor of the First Ohurch, iFort Worth. 
We sat through the 'Fundamentals Convention, giving the closest -possible atten
tion to everything that occurred. Our first 'knowledge of the s'pirit of some 
Texas Baptists came from that meeting. A iRoman 'Catholic ed·itor attended the' 
meeting, and paid $10.00' to the ,girl at the door as a contributing memlber of 
the Fundamentalist Association. As soon. as it ibecame known,. the Convention 
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dealt with t'he matter in such a way 'as to mruke a repetition of the blunder 
im'Possilble. We read an account o'f the affair ·in the .Dallas and Fort Worth 
papers, a'nd later, an account written by iDr. IF. :S. Groner. We Imew' nothing 
of him at the time; ,but the article was an a,bsolute misrepresentation of the 
facts of the case, as we knew ,from personal' observation. Later we had occa
si-on to oIbserve the ·spirit 'manifested by 'this ibrother and Dr. iL. :B. Scanbor,oU'gh 
and Dr. George W. Truett toward tIle pastor of the First Baptist ,church, Fort 
Worth. 

Very prorbllibly Dur friend Norris is. sometimes very ,prov'Oking. When he 
sho·ots 'he has a way of aimi,ng at the ,bull's eye-and generally hits it. It is 
very d-ifl.i.icult to turn him 'aside from his 'Purpose: he has an uncomfortwble 
habit of sticking to the po.int. Possilbly he .seldom makes 1:'he mis.take of the 
king of Israel of smit-ing with his arrow Dnly thrice -instead of five or six 
times;---'he is more lI'kely to make it seven for good measure. We are not 
surprised, therefore, that bois op.ponents should become 'at times almost exas
perated. U may be very !bad ma~ners for .a motorist to carry too ·brigh.t a 
searchI.ight on his car; it may, indeed, Ibe very dangerous to middle-of-the
roaders. But that Is surely no justification ·for doing ni'urder! We t'hought we 
knew 'a little albout religious warfare 'Ourselves; ibut we are happily strangers 
to the vindictiveness and venom 'Which tMs controversy has eugendered in some 
of the Texas leaders. If the gospel of the 'grace of God could produce no 
better spirit than has Ibeen manifested Iby Bome of the leaders of the Texas 
Baptists toward their 'Opponents, the last rea·son for sending such a gos'pel to 
·the heathen would have van.ished. We have known hund·reds of people w,ho 
make no profession of religion at all, who would havc ·been ashamed of such 
cDnduct. 

In the Dallas Convention 'matter, Dr .. Norris Obviously made one serious 
mis.take. He ought to have known ibetter than to base his acm·on u'pon a news
paper report of what had occurred at Dallas. On the other hand, Inasmuch as 
his telegram ,to the 'Convention ·plainly stated t·hat his action was determined by 
the press report -cif proceedings at Dallas, the telegram itself should j-,ather 
have led the Convention to suspend actio'il until iDr. Norris could 'be clearly 
informed. The Conrvention's strong and uncompromising 'repudiatiQn of Evolu
tiOon shoWlS that had the IConvention ,been misled in believing that one of its 
memrbers had endorsed the principle ;of .IDvoluUon, it would h'ave withdrawn 
from that memrber jUst as Dr. 1N0rris withdrew from the Convention. 

Further lIght is thrown upon this whole situation by the fact that the 
Baptist Standard fails even to mentio~ that another teleg·ram was received from 
Dr. Norris, which reads as follows: 

"JUdge O. rS. Lattimore, . 
President rBaptlst General Convention, 

Dallas. ·Texas. . 
. If there is any 'further contest from t·he delegates from the First 

Bapilst Church, I request that the hearing go Dver until rSatu·rday, as 
i ·ani here. in Houston preaching to-day and to-night in services that can ' 
not 'be called off, 'but can arrive in the morning." 

This telegram reached the ·Conven·tion, Dr. Nords contends, half a day !before 
acti·on was taken. Yet it would appear that the Convention was never apprised 
of the fact that such a message had been. received. We have had eJOperienoo 
enGugh in such matters to Imow that a great mass of people, such as com
posed· the pallas Oonven.tio'n, do not act without leadershIp; and Im one who 
knO'WlS anything of the Texas situation, and who examines the list of signa
tories 'to the -document challenging the right of .the iFinst Baptist Church, FGrt 
Worth, to seats in -the conrvention, would have much difficulty in identIfying 
the fireman and engineer of the Texas steam-roller. When the !Baptists ·of 
Texas rhave had time carefully to ·scrutinize the names signed to the Baylor 
statement; and to see the rela'tion of that .statement tG the Convention's subse
quent action in unseating the messengers from the F\i-rst iBaptist Church, there 
will lIJe many trouibled conscie'nces in the Southland. 

We remember travelling with one of .the !foremost 'Texas leaders when. he 
bOasted of tlie hlghstaudards ·maintained -iIi the land of his birth, and of how 
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shocked he was in later years at ,the discovery that such standards were not 
universal. We are awaTe t'hat in some states of -the Union divorces fIIre granted 
on trivial grounds; 'but we su:p-posed that where divorce was granted on scri-p
tural grounds, the attitude of the iBaptist conscience everywhere would be the 
sa.me. If Texas ·Baptists can read the Baptist Standard's account of the Dallas 
Convenlion without any movings of conscience, and that, in the face of one of 
the public records of one 'of the courts of the :State, Baptists everywhere may 
well '[lTay for a genuine revival of religIon i-n Texas. Of course, the t~uth is, 
T·exas Baptists d,o not yet realize the facts; ,for Texas ~a,ptists are of as fine 
a type of iBllIPtists as can !be found anywhere in the w9rld. And when they 
see the wrong that has !been done, reaction will ,be inevitable! We have seen 
a Oonvention completely reverse .its action in the space of two years; and we 
haven',t the slightest doubt that the acUon of the Texas IState Convention will 
similady 'be reversed. 

Those who have leamed to love the 'pastor of the' First iBaptist Church, 
Fort Worth, need waste no, sympathy on holm. 'We have seen 'Ba,ptist steam
rollers O'[lerate on more than one occasion; and we have 'Olbserved that when 
such a machine endeavours to crush the ministerial life out of one ,of God's 
prophets, the machine invariably 'has to 'be laid up fOT repairs. Indeed, when 
an ecclesiastical steam-r'oller 'Passes over one of God's :preachers it renders him 
a bit of ,free valet servicEl---'he merely gets his clothes pressed for nothing; 
and stlllnds on his feet again as though he had emerged from the prover1bial 
band,box. We would recommend the Philistine giant not to carry too sharp a 
sword when he goes out to lbattle against the stripling with a sling and stone: 
it may !be !put to other uses than he iontends. The ,gallows ,fifty cubits high is 
always more dangerous to Haman than to Mordecai; inva:riably Haman gets 
the ,rope and !Mordecai the golden chain. 

Our good ifNend, Dr. Norris, is in the true apostolic succession. He doesn't 
get ma·ny roses, but plenty of stones. Honesty compels us to admit th'lllt he is . 
a tr,ouble-malker: 'he mlllkes troulble wherever he goes.' The Dev.il seems to ibe 
quite distuI"ibed when 'he 'hears that Norris is coming to town. He left a "'peek 
of trouble" !behind hi·m in Jarvi-s :Street,-the troulble Ibeing that we have no
where to put the people that ha.ve thronged our lBilble 'School ever since he was 
here. IRe 'has put us to a great deal of expense-in providing room for the 
lhundTeds of Ipeople who gather together weekly with a :paSSion for ,the Word of 
the Lord. 'Hds visit to Toronto wHl ,be remem'bered for many a day; and 
thr.ough all eternity there will be 'hundreds who will ,praise the Lord for the 
saving message they. heard at his lips. 

We feel Hke standing :by Dr. Nor,ris ibecause the ·Lord stands by him. Si-nee 
our first .meeting as strangers a;t For.t ,Worth, i'n lMay, '1'9123, we have had many 
hours of ·very intimate ,fellowship together; 'but we have yet to hear Mm speak 
one unkind word of any liv,ing man, eitJher privately or pu'blicly. We have an 
invitation from hIm to visit 'Fort Wiorth in t'he onot distant future. We are 
disp'osed i-n this :public way to accept it; and, if we go, we should 1i'ke to preach 
on this suibject, "The Preacher Who Refused to iStay lDead", and this will be 
our text: "And there came hither certain Jews from :AntioCh and Iconium, who 
persuaded the people, and, navi'ng stoned lPaul, drew 'him out of the city, B'UP
posi.n,g he had 'been dead. !Howbeit, as the dIscliples stood round albout him, 
he rose up, and came ,into the city." We ibelieve we could :preach on that 
text this minute' :but we pass ,It on as a suggestion to iBrother iNorris. We 
have no dou'bt h~ could IPreach an a.dmira'ble sermon from that text himself; 
and we should not !be surpTised i.f he steals a march on us and preaches on thds 
subject !before we can get to FOTt Worth. No one dan learn to preach ,from 
such a text in any ·theological seminary in the land,: qualification for that kind 
of preaching can 'be gained only in actual warfure. 

We sYmipathize with Texas IBlllptistS. J. ,Frank Norr.is is a great problem,
almost as .great a problem as Elijah was to the heterodoxy of .Alha;b and the 
velvet-slipipered, compromising, orthodoxy of Jehos'hB.'P'hat. lBut the cancer of 
malice and hatred will not Ibe Temoved ,from the corporate life of Texas Bap
tists :by passing resolutions and unseating messengers of a !pa.rticular church. 
It will still gnaw its way to the vitals of the Denomination: its agony wIll be 
felt ,in the treasurer's office; and Us .wasting effect will inevitably appea'l' in 
di.min1shing spiritual fruitfulness. . 

We are dn.formed that a prominent Texas layman, once 'Chairman of the 
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Board of Deacons ,of one of the most prominent churches in Texas, and three 
times President of the IState 'Convention, resigned ,from all Boa,rds, giving as his 
reason that "disaster ie certain". The extraordinary action of Baylor Univer
sity in refusi,ng a hearing to the student 'Who had testified against the wrong 
teaching in Baylor, and who ",'as expelled 'fr·om the Un.iversity in consequence, 
is bu·t a further illustration of the trend of the times in general, and of the 
sp~rit engendered !by this controversy in particular. 

!Baptist.s ~verYW'here will learn' a lesson from the Texas situation. . Th()fIP 
«ho would contend for the faith must /be prepa·red to face the same spirit that 
kindled the fires of Smithdleld. rot is folly to thin.k that the ·battle for the Book 
can be fought with as little ·hazard as is involved in playing a game of skittles. 
Contendin,g for the faith mea·ns war-red, cruel, deadly, war! We are com.ing 
to a time when we shall read our New Testament with 18. clearer understanding, 
and with a deeper appreciation of what is i·nv,olved in such a passage as this: 
"W'hosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and taks 'up obis cross, 
and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever 
shall Jose his lUe for my .srulte and the gospel's, the same shall save it." 

The :pity 'of it all is that in these controversies while those who, in their 
hearts, 'believe ,the Word of the Lord, are overwhelmingly in the m·ajorlty. 
only a few have diecernment .to recognize the malignancy of the heresies which 
assail us; and, hoping to !placate and thus to avood confl,ict, they ta'ke up arms 
ag,ainst those who, with a fuller appreciation .of the d·anger which threatElns, 
contend earnes·tly "for t'he !faith which was once delivered unto the saints". 
Nothing ,but a great spiritual revival can save us and reunite the forces of 
Evangelical Christendom, and send them fort'h to ,present a soUd front to the 
enemies of the truth. Meanwhile, as we contem·plate the strange course ot cer
tain Evangelical leaders in general, and Texas leaders in 'particular, we can only 
exclaim: "How is the gold Ibecome dim! how is the most nne gold changel!! 
the stones of the sanctuary are poured out In the top of every street. The 
preciOUS sons ot Zion, comop'ara:ble to fine gold, 'how are they estee·med as earthen 
'Pitchers, the wor.k ,of the hands of the ~otter! • • • The daughter of my peO!ple 
is become cruel, 'Uke the oetriches in the wilderness"-"How are the mighty 
fallen in the midst O'f the battle! • • • How are the mighty fallen, and the 
weapons at war perished." 

Vi:be Bbole Jljil1le ~unbaz; ~tbOOI lLe1t1ton ~OUr1te 
Lesson LXIV. December 21st, 1924. 

MANASSEH AND JOSIAH.-II. Kings: 21-23. 

Our lesson gives us two in.te·res·ting Clharacters; A king who sinned but 
repented and turned to God; and:a king who led his '!leople in a g·reat revival. 

1. :M:anass~h a Monument to Divine Mercy. 
1. Manoa,sse'h the sinner. Wha.t a melanc'hoUy tale is the record of ,human 

life I "They have all gone a·side". M'anas'seh copied the abominaition·s of the 
heathen, just a's young men smoke to keep up wi·th ,their eMer,s, as other follow 
the giddy cr'owd in the city, or as ,the mlan who beg.an life humbly, when he 
acquires wealth apes an wh'o have become weaVt-hy befo,re him. What simple
tons men arel He undid his father's 'reforms-every age need's i·lls reformers; 
for there are never wanting 1'ho'se who build agalin the evils which Oothers have 
de,stroyed. (vs. 2-3). He worshipped the creature (v. 3), rather than the 
Creator, and desecrated the !temple (v. 4), and resorted ,to ifamiliar spiri,ts and 
sell: up a graven image in .tlhe· hon-se of the Lor,d (v. 7), 'and brought upon 
him-seH ,the 'anger of the Lord. (vs. 10-16). An examination 00£ .this list of 
transgre:s,sions .of Man'a's'se'h will ,reveal the germ of practicalily every eVlil of 
which man is cap·able. He is an exampole 0'£ the man who brea~s not one 
commandment, bult the whole ten. If God c'oulod do anything for him none 
need d,es,pail!". 2. Manasseh nhe peniten,t. (II ehron. 33: 11-16). In affliction 
he sought the Lord by humbling himself, and by. prayer, God heard him and 
delivered him ,out of his captiv~ty. "Then Manasseh knew ·that the Lord .~e 



, . 
12 TH. GOSPEL WITNESS 

is God". Tihen he servelC! -the Lord with the same zeal he had showed in ways 
of evIl. (II Chron. 33: 14-20). 

II. Josiah the Royal Revivalist. 
1. Jo'siah ,sou-g,hlt thc Lord when very young. 'A mighlty argument .for 

child conversion. 
2. Intere'sted 'himself in the !house of the LO'l'd and in public worship. A 

further argument for ·the e:arly: formaition of habits of reverence and wOrs'hip. 
3. By.the inspiration of Josiah's command, the .lost and f.orgotten book of 

the law was found an the ihouse of the Lord. How many there are who need 
to 'rediscover .t;heir lost and forgotten Biblesl 

4. A strange plaice for the book o:f the law to 'be lost,-the house of the 
LordI But i's it not lost In a simi.lar way -to-day? M·any a ,temple dedica.ted to 
the worshj.p of God, is a hou's.e withou.t the Book. LPtf.lle 'j,s 'Said of the mate.rial 
repair'S to t!he ·temple. The revival began with fhe finding of the Book. So 
the re-discove.ry of the law is mo·re important that fhe collection 'Still. We 
do well to pray .that the churche,s of Ch'l'islt may recover the Book. 

5. The reading o·f the Book withou-t 'any human inte·rpreter wrought 
conviC'tion ·of sin and contrWon of heart. It always does. What a proof of 
divine inspqration of ,the Book of the Law i,s ,he·rel Sc:i.rce knowing what it 
was, they who re'ad it found it sharper ·than any two-edged swo'rd. God's 
Word can take care of itself and will by· ilts own inherent qu-alities demon
strate it·s dqvine characte.r. 

6. The findoing o·f f.lhe Book brou.ght fhe king and 111e people to praye'l'. 
Give the people ·the Word of God and they wiH alwaY's resort to prayer. 

7. They were convin'ced o.f the certaiMy ·olf judgment. That is always an 
element in true repentence. 

8. Yet mercy wa.s promised on account of JO'siah's humbling himself 
before the Lord. In the midst of wrath the Lord always .remembers mercy. 

III. How Josiah Promoted a National Revival. 
1. He magruified tlhe Word of Ithe Lord (ch, 23: 1-2). A genuine revival 

comes from God, and ,j,s always accompanied by a new intere'st in ,the Word 
of God. Let anyone who 'feels his heart growing coad diligently at·tend to 
the divine word, and a revival will inevitably follow. 

2. He put ,away all the idoas out of the aand, and dest·royed every sem
blance of false religion (vs. 3-4). Thu-s muslt we pray, 

"Break down every idol, 
Cast out every foe; 

N ow wash me and I 
Shalll be whiter than ·snow." . 

3. He kept 'all the ord·inances ot{ God's house, no·tably Ithe Fea,st of .tlhe 
Passover; and tau&,ht the people to be obedient to all that was wr.i.tten in the 
Book of the Covenant, 

4. Thu'S Josiah exceeded ·a~1 hi·s predece:ssor's in 'Ms zeal for the Lord. 
There is always room at Ithe top. Mighty as men have been, by divine g·race 
we may be yet mj.ghtier; holy as men have 'been made by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, ·there are higher heights which we may ,~cale. 

NOTES. 
Last Sunday morning 27 received the hand of -fellowshiop and fou·r were 

baptized, ~aking 75 additions to the church since October I, .in-duding 62 
baptisms. The attendance at Bible S6hool wa·s 1055. 

NEXT SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE 
will be 'held in Jarvi,s St. Church ins.tead ,of in Massey Hall, .beginning at 7 
o'clock, 


