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"And the younger oi them said to his father, Father give me the portion of • 
goods that fal.!eth to me. And he divided unto them his living."-Luke 15': 12 

t!J
1FE is itself a great adventure. iNone of us have any choice 

.respecting the port .from whdclh we sail; but each may deter· 

L mine the haven in which Ihe will drop anchor at last. Life, 
moreover, ds full of ad.ventures all the way along. I love to 
watch the surging multitudes in a great city: and wonder 
whence they came and whither they are all lbound. Sometimes 

the story of a life is wrltten-genera"lly of some man or woman more or less con· 
spicuous in the pulbllc eye. But wlhat a 'tale the' ord'inary Ii,fe would mwke were 
dt written! How the frail ship ibattles with t'he storm! What a struggle often 
merely to live! And a'S the eyes of the mind are opened and new realms dawn 
u·pon the consciouSness, ana l'ife's eorreSIPondences are enlar,ged, how intricate 
become the problems of life! The elements of mystery multiJply, the. cross cur· 
rents of su'bjective and olbjective afieetion, and, .by and· :by, the children enter, 
and 'Other lives are jOined,-and 'beyond the far Ihorizon the lights of anotoher 
world Ibegin to twinlde, and time is colored' iby eternUy, and! earth and heaven 
meet, as the souI move·s ,forward toward its destiny. What material for stories 
might iIIe fOlUnd in tlhe Uves of ordinary men and 'Women -in Toronto~ Here all 
wo-rlds meet; and! from here souls sail forth toward a -land that Iles beyond 
t.he horizon's un·ion of sea and Sky. 

,I ·have 'Sometimes conductea a funeral service Where the end of a long Ufe 
has 'been reached-a Ute that has ,been inconspl-cuously lived, a 'Ufe that has no 
great thing to its credit. And yet it Ihas ibeen well Uved·;-well lived lin relation 
tQ the 'W1lJ of God, .well Uved in relation to one's ,human obIlgations. And I have 
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said again and again to myself, "That is -in itself the greatest of all achieve
ments". Ony yesterday we laid away the body of the oldest member of Jarvis 
St. Church. 'She was just two weeks, I think, or thereabout, Ipast her ninety
sixth birthday:~ Ufe that !had· !been lived wlholesomely, swee'tly, and use
fully; and she came to the grave at last as a shock of corn fully ripe. What a 
monument to God's grace! ,Ninety-six years over :perilous seas, and-safe at last! 

And I SUIPPGse we all have dreamed our dreams of the kin.d of life we 
should like to 'live. How many different elements enter into our human experi
ence! How many d·ifferent lives are tOlliched iby ourso! To how many influences 
are we ali 'su'bject! How far are we, any of us, the masters of our own. fate? 
How far does it 'lie wit'hin the power of a human wi'll to 'determine willat. the 
life at laElt shan 'be? We have dll'eamed our dreams; and [ ·sup.pose one ele
ment in tJhe dream has always ,been that of .inde·pendnece. We should like 
to be independently rich; we should like to feel that we are alble to sha.pe our 
own course independently of the direction or control of 'other people; we should 
like to Ibe reldeved ·of the necessity of d'aiIy toil; not tihat we are indoIent 
and d'o not want to wor.k; we flatter ourselves that we should :be more indus
trious than ever, and 'tha.t our work would 'become play if we were not driven 
to it. Somewhere I have read of an Irishman who was asked 'by a fr,iend what 
he would do if'he were sud'denly to come into the 'Possession of a million doUars. 
He sa.id, "I would go and: 'buy the bi'ggest and loudest alarm clock that money 
could buy". "And what would you do with tJhat?" !!nquired 'his friend. He 
repIied!, '~I would set it for ;five o'clock in the morn'ing". "And what then?" 
He answered, ''WIhen it went off, 'I would say, 'Aw, Slhut up! 1 don't have to 
get up'. And iI wouId' turn over and go to 'sleep again." He wanted to Ibe 
Blbsol!ltely indetpendent, even of the cloCk. 

But some of OUT dreams a.re inarticulate: they are dreams without words. 
There are feelings wh'ich defy all human expressdon. Few of 'Us, I sUNose, 
could faith,fuUy pic'ture even our own 'countenance 'on plllper or on canvass; 
but we can look into a mirror, and see there an accurate reflection of our
selves. And: ·few of us could e~press our d·reams, or write out our desires. 
But if we come to tJhis Book, we shall find that it is a mirror in whoich the 
deepest things 'Of life find tJhe most accurate expression: your life and mine 
are written in this parlllble of 'the Prodigal ISon. 

I mue no apology for selectin,g the most thoroughly-worn passage of 
ScriptJure in the entire B~o'k. When the water dn the wen is good, the path 
that leads to it is Hkely to 'be well-trod·den. When the well is empty, the path 
soon beC'Omes overgrown with weeds. And these Ipassages of 'Scripture, which 
have 'been so we'll worn througoh the centuries, have ibeen used: ibecause they so 
clearly define for us 'the things whidh. we cannot deflne for ourse'Ives. When 
Charles iDidkens was once askedl to name the finest passage of all literature, 
he instantly retplied, "The iParaJble of the Prodigal ISon". Here all the emotions 
of tihe human soul find expression; all the d'e&ire.s which occupy the .human 
heart are represented. 

I. 
Here is a young man wlho becomes rich in his own r·ight, independently 

rich~a man who is endowed with ·pO\vers which enlllble him to do juSit as he 
likes. He said to his father, "Give me' the portion of -goods tihat ·falleth to me. 
And he d,ivided unto them Ms living". He expressed dn that request AN 
INSTINCTIVE ,SENSE OF A iRIGHT OF INHERITANCE; he was his father's s'on; and 
instinctivel'Y Ihe felt that his father was under a certain oIbligation to him, 
that he bad a right 'to a .share in his father's property. He had no chOice as 

I 
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to ihis entrance into the world. BIIlt!he was here; and 'being here, he said, 
"There qught to Ibe somewhere a portion of goods for me, something that 
belongs to me; and I should like to have it ,for mysel'f, to use as '1 myself 
desire". And he was right in that. Children have an inheritance in their 
parents" an inheritance Wihich no father can affOTd to disregard. He is under 
a. certain moral o'bHgation to the child who owes oMs or her Ufe to him; and 
what he has ought to 'be shared with his child. And the son has a right ,to 
expect a portion' of some slOrt,-whether 'it Ibe of worlllly goods, of instruction, 
the counsel of wisdom, t'he influence 'of a godly life~he has a right to expect 
his Iportion of ,goods from his fatJher. 

Now, may I say reverently that the same pl'inci:p'le holds in respect to our 
relat-ionshLp to God': there are certain inalienruble 'human rights which are ours 
by virtue of our creation. Presently I shall speak-on a later 'occasion at lea:st
of the use this young'man mad'e of his endowments. iBut Vhis evening '1 am 
speaking of the fact that he instinctively felt that he had' a right to at; and 
his faher recognized that ri'ght. . And, so ,I say in the soul's relationship to 
God, there are certain inalienaible human rights which God 'Himself, accord,ing 
to the teaching o,f this Book, never fails to recognize and respect. A man has 
a right, a 'certain instr.ument says, "to Ufe, Uberty, and the ,pursuit of happi. 
nes's." But a man has a right to the development of his own personality: he 
has the right to thin,k, Vhe rIght to Ihis own moral judgment, he has a ri-ght to 
independent action, which the Bd,ble-the reUgion of Christ--always respects . 

.My subject this evening is really the freedom of the human will, the divine 
endowment of the human soul to whom 'is given his portion of goods. I am 
not speaking of redemption now; ,but of our right in God, as our Creator, to 
receive ·from Hdm our portion, and to be Ipermitted, to exercise our independence. 
I have Ibeen maide I!o d-istinct individual, for whose conduct I ,am myself relS!pon
silble; and, l,nstinctive~y I know that I ought to ,be 'permitted to ·do my own 
thinking, to do my Qwn choosing, I ou.glht to !be granted! the Ipower of will to 
choose what [ will dio, and' what i[ will be. SQ let us have no controversy with 
the man who sa~s, ,"·1 have 'by right of creation a portion of goods: I did not 
choose ,to 'be created; I did not choose to come here; !but Ibeing here by a power 
not my own, there are certain rights which inhere in that fact wh.ich I 
believe even the Creator Himself wilt rE!spect." 

II. 

Now, let us ta,ke the second point: This young man CLAIMED THE POSSES
SION OF THAT To WHICH HE BELIEVED HE WAS THE HEIR. He said. "There is a 
porti'on of goods that falleth to me. !Let me have it." iHe wanted', to 'be inde
pendent; wanted to !be a'ble to administer his estate, llttle or much, for him
self. There is in the human soul always a paSSion for independence. You see 
when God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our l1:keness", He deter
mined to m8lke someone Uke HimseLf; not a machine, but a man; not a 
puppet, 'but an indiVlidual to wihom He should give, in due course, his portion 
of goods. Let me find' a very simple an'd natural iUustration of this great 
princfalle. "Nature itself," the Apostle Paul suggests ~s a great teacher: "~oth 
not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have l'ong hair it is a shame 
unto him? But if a woman have long hair, it ds a glory to her: for her hair 
is given her for a covering." (U wome-n lose the sense of what n.ature teaches, 
it will ibe a great loss. I ih.o.pe you ladies win let your hair grow again! Be 
SONY for yourselves until it is ,grown. T,hat is just a little s,erious pleasantry, 
by the way. You ",bobbed" your haIr in ignorance; !but let nature teach you: 
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If God wanted you to :have short hair he would not have made It natural for 
your hair to grow long .. Let nature teach you, that God did n'ot intend that 
you should go to the barber.) 

The Lord Jesus taught the ·profoundest truOh13 in the silll!P'lest fashion. He 
ta'lked rubout the S'Parrows, and about ·the lilies of the field, and alb'out the 
grBlSs, about the mustard seed. And' He was I:'he profound·est Teacher the world 
hal! ever .known. Look at that Uttle child,! ·Let nature Ib.erself teach you. Its 
eyes were matte for the sunUght. >It is its right that the eye should be satisfied 
with seeing-it ought to have ldght; its ears were attuned to the realm 'O'f 
harmonY,-it ought to hear music; ,its litle feet were made to walk,-i't !has a 
right to learn how to walk; its hands were ·given -that they might ,become 
skilled in many arts,-it Ib.as a ri~ht to 'learn how to use them; its tongue was 
given to SiPewk; 'by nature endowed with the powers 'of speech,--.1t has a r·ight 
to learn how to SlPeak; and a right to t'he free exercise 'of that power. It has 
a right to develop its own ;personality; it has a rIght to the ·ful'! unfolil'ing of 
all its pewers of 'body and 'Of mind·. It has a right to c1aim the portion of 
goods tihat faIlet!h -to it. 

The passion for independence expresses Itself dn many ways. When the 
child grows a little older, and father want.s t!he boy to continue at school, the iboy 
says, "I want to 'be independent". An·iI' he leaves school that he may have a 
few dollars in his .p·oc·ket of his own, w,ithout asking !his fatiher for money. 
There are men here, ,perha:ps, who !have wrecked their who'le careers through 
that folIy,---1because they insisted upon exercising their independence before 
they were ripe for it. 

You find -t!hat in married: life, too. Of course, for ohe !lirst few days after 
the wedding, they 'booh surrender their independence. And she 'thinks it is a 
lovely thing to 'have her hus,band pay the ibills; she dees not want to carry 
the ,purse; she likes te be taken care of-for a whdle. 13,ut afte~ a While, S'he 
wants an al'lowance; and 'he-if he is wis'e enough to ·hand over to his wi·fe a 
large part oIf Ms earnings-he likes to retain a 'little, so that he may be 
measurably ·independent, too. 

The ,fact 'is, we have to live our lives as individuals; to exercise 'Our own 
control of t'he portion of goods that falleth to us; and to give an account of 
our stewardshIp at last to Him !by Whom we are -thus endewed. What is t'he 
pOlitical history of the world, 'but an expression of this 1nnate passion for inde· 
pendence,_ tihrowing olf of the yoke of despots; and -the determination of 
men to live their own 'lives? 

In the rellgious realm" men have a rdglit to claim I:'heir inheritance. When 
a young man comes to me. 'and s.~ys, "Sir, God ·gave me .. a mind to think; . and 
when you talk to me, yeu have to allow me to think," ,I am not going to 
dispute his contention,-he is perfectly right. There is nothing ir·rational in 
the Clhris'tian reB-gion: God wants us to do our own thIn'king; He puts -upon 
everyone of us the responsi,bility of doing it. You must not acce.pt your 
reli'gion second-hand. You are persona'lly respons~b1e to Him W'ho has en· 
dowed you with the ,faculties of understanding which will enable you to under
stand 'tlie thoughts of God, as, /by !His iSplrit, that understand;ing may be 
illuminated. 

I.t is no excuse ·for you, my friend, to say, 'I[ was Ibrought illP in such a 
school; '1 was trained in such a c1b.urch; I was taught to !believe certain things". 
God did not ma:ke you to 'be a maohine: He made you to be a man; He made 
you to do yeur own thinking; He gave you a min'll cllIpruble of thinking God's 
thoughts after Him. And He will hold you responsilble for the proper exercise 

\ 
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of the faculties with which you are endowed. So when some of us contend for 
t'he old: faith, and insist that the faith of the gospel was "once for all delivered 
to the sa'ints", we a,re not 'putting a premium upon dgnorance, or upon mere 
creduHty. We refuse to admit, as some of the moderns would tell us, that, our 
minds arl;! "static", that they know no development, that they are not alert 
and open to the receg:ltion of truth from all quartel'\S. But more of 'vhat pre· 
sently. I want you to c'leaTly understand that the portion of goods that falleth 
to you-your inih.eritance from the . 'hand of God as a' mora,l agent, as a man 
who can t'hin,k, who can discern that which is ,good-that that inheritance of 
judgment, and con~cience, and will, dmposes upon you a :pers'onal obligation 
to exercise that tremendous power in the sight of God; and to thin'k-to think-
to thin'k-to thinlk as God wants you to th.ink iHis' thoughts after Him. We 
are n:ot irrational, as later ,I hope to show you. Faith does not involrve the 
stiIltLfication of the intellect; dt does not mean the suri"e~der of our mental 
powers: faith is not Teason in its linfancy, Ibut reas9~ grown to Ibe a man. 
"You have a right to claim your inhe'l"itance; and the man who says, 
"I must understand the thing that I am asked to !beHeve", is ;perfectly right. 
"How shall they !believe in, him of whom they have not heard?" TheTe i~, of 
course, a spiritual understanding, of Wlhich 1 shal:l speak !by and, by. But my 
point is, that we are independ'ently rich 'in this respect,-that as God tI:touglht 
before He acted'; as He conceived the universe in His own mind before He 
fiung the stars into space, and created the mateTiial realm; as He thought 
before He spoke, and before He acted; so have we a right, and an oblIgation 
to act as men and! women of mora'l intelUgence. 

Furthermore: we not only have the right to reason; but we have t!he r,Lght 
to choose. The father did not d·lspute this young man's claim. When he said, 
"Give me 'the !portion 'of goods that .faUeth to me", there is nothing to suggest 
tbat the fat!her objected! to the exercise of that young man's dnde:pend·ence. 
Does any father here object to Ms son's indeipenden'ce?--1He wants him, of 
course, to exercise his powers' wisely, to choose that which de 'best-lbut does 
it n'ot fiU a fathers' heart with gratitude and .pride when he sees that that 
son of his, who yesterd'ay was fbut a boy-indeed, it seems to hIs ·father that 
it was 'but yesterday that ,he was a C'hIld' iin the CTad'le-g.rowing up to man
hoods' estate? 'How he astonishes hIs . father 80metdmes Iby hi-s thinking, and 
by his sage counsel? And as his fat!her sees that, young man growing up, and 
taking his 'place in lIfe as a man~oes he object that the boy 'has become a 
man? Certainly n"Ot! Nor, my friends, does >God oibject to OUT 'insistence upon 
our spiritual independence as men! He made us in !His own, dmage and! l,ikeness; 
and He wants us to exercise the !powers He has given us. 

"Thou seemest human and: d!ivine, 
The higlhest, holIest, manho'od! Thou: 
Our wiHs are ours, we know not how; 

Our will are ours to make them Thine.' 

III. 
'l'hen this· last word: 'THE FATHER G-B,\NTED THF: SON'S REQUEST: "He 

d'ivided unto him hds living". Now" d'on't you old theologians :begin to quarrel 
wUh me. Though n'ot very old, 1 am rather an "old! theology" man myself. I 
have a 'lot to say to you before. 'I get· through. I am dealing this evening with' 
the simple facts of human ·eJOperience .. And :I ask every man and woman Ihere 
this evening, If .ft be not true to your e~rience as to universal 'human expert. 
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enee, that God has div·ided unto you His living: that He has shared in some mea
sure His powers w.l.t'h men; that He has endowed you with a moral ·faculty, en
abling you to recognize the tJhing that is !fight as dIstinct from that which is 
w·rong-the faculty which recognizes good; as !being something dIfferent from evU. 
which recognizes light as being ,forever separated from darkness? Now, don't 
fall :back upon your training, and say, ",I don't know the difference". You do 
know the difference. He divid<ed: unto you His living: He made it 'Possi'ble 
for you to iknow the difference \be'tween good and evil, 'between rJght and 
W!fong, !between liglht and darkness, between rLghteousness and unrigthteouB
ness. There is not a man here who does not kn'ow that that is a fact. He has 
endowed us also with the power of will. Alas! alas! II wil:I show you later that 
we have made a wretched use of our .powers. We 'have squandered our fortunes; 
we have made a /pitiful exhl/bit1on of our dndependence. I grant you all that; 
but it is there, 

"'li'or man, as man, retaineth yet, 
Howe'er debasect, and soUed, and d~m, 

'!be crown upon his forehead set,-

(: , 
The immo!ftal gift of God to him." 

You made a chruce, dlid you? You answer affirmatively. It was your respon
si"bility, was it? ''Yes, it was mine." And you know that if you chose ewl, 
you might have chosen good; that if you deLiberately walked in dallkness, you 
had the ·power to choose to walk in 'the ligQ:J.t; that if yoU have turned your 
back upon God, and gone into the far country" you know tihat you were under 
no compuls1on to do it! He divi-ded unto you His living; ibut you chose to 
leave home. 

I know of no more solemn reflection than 'this: that God has given to 
everyone of us tihis aw·ful 'Power of choice. I wish J: could find out some man 
bere who 'has ibeen trying to explaIn the, failure of his life on the ground of 
his circumstances, 'on the ground of some hereditary taint ........ because of certain 
evU companions, !because of many misfortunes over whioh he had no control. 
For he ihas indulged in 11. world of self.qlity; he has 'been excusin,g himself. 
sayin'g, "I know I am not what'! ought to·ibe; ibut I am not to blame". I want 
to 'bring home to YOU; my .. f·riend. tMs ~eat truth; t'hat U you are not God's 
man, if you are not washed in the blood of Chr.ist, if you are not saved !by His 
redeIIllPtive grace, you are responsi'ble; and nolbody else is. You had the 
clhoice. This young man carried with hoim, even to the far country, that I' 
terri'ble enctowment, that terrllble power of going further away or coming !back 
home again. [would like to send every man an-d woman 'home from this place t,. 
to-night, feeling 1n his anmost soul, "Wihen I at last stand 'befo,re the Jud'gment , 
Seat of God" II sha'll have to ·give an account for what iI ha'Ve done with the 
portion 'of goods that God gave to me; how :1 ,have used the ,powers of body 
and of mind with whiclh [ have 'been endowed". . 

And so I might close; but some of you may not Ibe here next Sund'ay: some 
of you may not be in any place of warsMp; some of us may not ibe living. It 
may ,be too late for me to preaC'h the gOS'Pel to you llext :Sunday. So I must 
not let you go, even at the ris'k of antici,pating what I s'hall say with further 
ela'boration in a later address. iNotwithstanding our ·powers of wUl, tihey have 
all 'been used in the wrong direction; notwithstanddng the mental f·acuIties 
with which we are endowed,-they have aU Ibsen \biased against God; and instead 
of usIng them to ·get nearer to God, we 'have' used them to pay our fare to a 
far country. And were it not for His wbounding grace. my friends, we should 
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all be hopelessly undone. When this young man came iback at last, he brouglht 
none of his portion of go'ods wit'h him: 'he had' squandered! dt all. And so 
have we used our independence,-only to fOl'feit it. 

If we have used! aur ,power of will by yie'ld'ing -it to another, "unto whom 
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are"; df we ''have brought 
ourselves again into 'bondage by the wrong use of tlhese divine endowments, 
I preach ,to you the simple truth of the a'bounddng grace of God in Christ, 'Who 
comes to pay your debt, to ,cancel your obligation, andl to ibring you back again 
into fellowshi'p wit'h God the Father, God the ISon, and God the Holy Ghost. 
As I have been SlPea'king to some of you t'his evening, you have said, "I know, 
sir, I have a w1ll of my own; 'but someO:tow or another that will 'has alwaYil led 
me in the WIl'ong direction; I have a memory. Ibut it ihas always remembered 
the thdngs that I should have forgotten, and forgotten t'he things that I s'hould 
have remembered; [ have a capacity for affection, ibut II have always loved 
the wrong things; I have a capacity for understand,ing, but ,I have always been 
hospita;ble-mentally hospitalble-to evil rather than to good. These sp'lenddd 
endowments 'have always 'been used to lead me to disaster, and almost to 
despair". But hear this gos-pel: 

"Jesll:s paid it all! 
All to Him I owe: 

Sin had l~ft a crimson stain; 
He washed it white as snow." 

There is another portion of goods that comes to us, not Iby nature, ,but by grace: 
the inihe!l'itance that is dn Ohrist. Alhough we 'have forfeied the inheritance 
which 'Was ours by creation, yet we can have a share in Jesus 'Christ the Son; 
although we have failed, we may yet succeed'; although we have been defeated, 
we may yet be vic~orious,-ruined on the natural plane; red'Elemed by God's 
abounding grace. May He help us this evening to turn our faces toward home! 

![ hope you will continue with me in these stu'aies in this tl,fteenth chapter: 
fol10w this young man into the far country; consider what it means. "His Trip 
Abroad" will 'be our sulbject next Sunday evening. But to-night, will you come 
home? Let us sing, 

"I've wandered far away from God, 
Now'l'm coming home'; 

The paths of sin too long lI've trod, 
Lord, I'm coming Ihome." 

OUR GREAT BIBLE SCHOOL. 
In view of the ,fact that a large Bilble School in Jarvis St. was thought to 

be an iIDlPossibiUty, we are filled with gratful wonder as we see the average 
attendance maintained at above the 850 mal'lk. Last ISunday the attendance 
was 878; at Parliament St. Branch, 290, and at the Ohinese ISchool, 52, a total 
of 1,220 in the three schools. 

Mond'ay evening last, albout 1120 teachers and officers assembled in t'he 
departmental conferences. The Pastor visited each ,department and challenged 
each to a race with the Adult Depa!l'tment, which consists of the Pastor's Bilble 
Class, to see which department in the School can secure the lal'gest attendance 
in' Iproportion to enrollment. That is to say, the !percentage of enrollment slhown 
by the attendance wm determine the d'epartment's standing. 

!Mere numbers are nothing, Ibut the more we have in attendance the more 
we shall have studying the Word of God. Pray for blessing on Sunday and 
watch ,fO!!' next week's re:port. 
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The publication of this paper as a 'missionary en terprise is made p,ossible by the gifts 01 
members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and is sent to subscribers by mail for $2.00 
(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we shall be gratefUl for any thank· offering you may be able to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your 'prayers that the messa!,e of The Witness may be used by 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salva lion of souls

l 
and the exaltation of 

Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hope to add to our free ist, from time to time, 
the names 01 ministers at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
"WE WILL REMEMBER THY LOVE MORE THAN WINE." 

The Apostle Paul extborts .believers to think on whatsoever things are 
lovely. And of all lovely things, love ,is the loveliest 'of all. The Song of Songs 
is a dia~ogue of love. It is love singing t'he praise of love; love answering love; 
love vieing with love in celelbrating dts own excellencies. And the spouse in 
the song calls up the image 'of her ,beloved. She resolves to let her mind dwell 
upon his glorIes; to revel in the luxury o.f ilIeing supremely loved, illy remem· 
bering the surpassing love of her own belove·d!: "We wi'll remember thy love 
more than wine." 

it is Significant th·at our Lord should have chosen to ~ enshrined dn the 
memory 'of His d·isciples as a Lover and Redeemer. !Not as a Teacher, not as 
a Judge and Ruler, but as a Lover Who died ·for His love! One characteristic 
of His love is that it can condescend! without depreciation. !Its stoop is not 
permanlsn't; it ca:n vlSli-1 ,the ·sIums without d,anger to its'reputatlon; it can dlweH 
among the unlovely wUh'out impairment of its essential character. We must 
be careful whither our affections lead us. The character of the object of our 
affection may reflect the moral qua:lity of that sentiment. We say, "A man is 
know Iby the com·pany he keeps"; we argue that bill"ds of a feather flock to· 
gether; we are sUSiPicious of the !human love 'Wihich is unaffecte'd Iby moral 
uIlIw·or-thin'ess in its object. But the love of Chrisit Is Hke a sun!bea.m which Sihlnes 
upon a 'gal'lbage·hea;p without pollution to itself'; Ibut transforms . that ugly 
mass ~nto it :bed of flowers. 

The love of Christ is lavished 'lliPon the unlovely; and is itself all the love· 
lier for its condescension. It stretChes out its !hands to the unIov.ing; and its 
a'PIleal is in'tleDlsifleci' by its re'buff;s. It palm'S its treawre at the feet of the 
u,nlavealbIe; and is onIy gJor'l.fied! by wha,t WO'llll.d seem .jn aIllY h'llman Iove, a 
sacrilegious waste of wealth. Thus Oh'l"ist loves us, the unholy, with the holiest 
passion .. !His love condescends and :is honoureci::l.n the condescension; it stoops, 
and is exalted. Ab, He Is the only !Lover Wiho could afford to Cho'ose a flagrant 
sinner for a Ibrdde; He is the only Prince Who could· afford to take a pauper 
for a consort. And' this is the wonder of His love: that He is rich enough, and 
m'iglhty enl)ugh, anJd in'dependeilit enough-no, let us Slay rather, He is 810 rieh, 
and: so mighty, and so inde,pendent, that He can sovereignly love wihere He will, 
and whom He will! "We will rememlber His love more than wine." 

An~ther characteristic of IDs love Is that it Immortalizes its oIbject; it 
imparts. its own nature to its object. By a suilltle alchemy, it transmutes all it 
tou'ches into imperlshalble ,gold. HUDllan love can.not clio .that. It 'buUd's a cottage 
or a mansion; 'and then weeps over its emptiness; it enshrines a human form, 
and then ;breaks Its heart as it exchanges its purple splendour for a shroud. 
But the love of Christ forbids the !hand of Death to touch the SlPir:it of its 
beloved; the love .of Christ passes dr-yshod ov.er the Jordan, Ibearing its treasure 

. 
I 

'~ 
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above the ,s'We}.lin'g tid'e; the lo'va of ChrilsJt' 'oo:I,ldls "an hO'lISle not made' with 
hands eternal in the heavens"; the love of IOhrist ma;kes for itself' a lovers' 
walk iIi a garden of everlasting flowers beside perennial ,fountains, 'beneath the 
skies of an unendIng day! 

"And we shall see His face, 
And never, never sin; 

And from the rivers of His grace 
'Drink endless ~leasures in." 

He has loved us with an everlasting love, therefore "we will} remember his 
love more than wine." 

Chri,s,t's IQlVe t'ouches the very SIYIin'boliSl of hate a'n'd transforms them into 
sym.'b,oo}s of undl)'ing affeJc'tdon. The ero'SIS' was the SIY'Ill'bOil. of iIllfamy: "Cursed 
is eveirY one that hangeth upon a tree." But He took the curse out of the cross; 
and mad'e it a symbol of love, a sign of mercy to ,all the wodd. He took tM 
thorns-the fruit of sin-and made them anto a ddadem set with rulbies. Yes, 
He took the cross of infamy, we repeat,-a signpost on the way to heU,-and 
ma'k'i,ng us to slpen it with a capital He made the' craSIS' into a; ladder to the 
skies, for poor sinners -to go to heaven by! And He took the bread! and wine, 
anid: said, "See in ,these a p'ictuxe of Lo'Vefs' 'sacrifi'Ce.-Thds, is m'Y love illl f:I'U'b
stan,ce, and this is, my love in Slo1utioIlJ; madle S'W"~ ,to you by t,he faithfulness 
of ,the love of God." Let us rememibeT thi's wond'er-'Worming Love more than 
wine! 

AN INSPIRING EXAMPLE. 

Albout two yeaT's 'ago a certain lad;y was conve'l'te:d in Jarvis Streat Ohurch. 
When she app'J.ied f{)r bapMsm a feIW weeks l'ate!l", she Slaid that it had been 
laid 0'Il heT heart that sibe oug,h't to make res'tit-utli.{)n' to the Lord for the 
arrears o'f the tibhe whi'ch sibe felt ,she owed. She a~ed th'wt the Lord was 
her God even beif{)re 'siba aek,n'owledged Him, a..s such, an'd that having come 
to know HIm as her ,Saviour, she oug.ht 00 'pay Him the arr.eaI'S of 'the ti,the 
ba'ck to the tim'e sihe ,begliln to earn money fall" hemelf. She WaiS a wwk'lng 
Vl"om.aI\'; and tooJd us that ,she eSltimate'a she owed the Laird on a-ccouJllt of her 
unpaid -tithe'S about .fly.e hundlI"oo' d{)llars. N{) huma:n teacher taug:ht her; but 
her n'ewl'Y"awakened cOJllS'Cielll'ce WaiS very tendler, and e'viden1lly heard. her 
Lord saydn;g, "Pay Me that thou oWeJst." 

When, Sibe c'ama to ,be exallliined f{)r bapti'slIIl she haOO"ed in a cl1eque f{)r 
$150,OO~ wlh.iob 8'he said .she wanted to ~resent ,to the Lord as the tim in'sltam
me'nt of he'r alI"re'ar,s beloTe her baptism. At a la.teor dlate sohe ,paid $50.00; and 
sltin later $100.00 (al1 'this in ad,d1tion to a reguLaT weemly conofJribu
tlio'n to the Lord"s' w«k), aOO a few day-s ago we rece-i'Ved ,hll1" cheque for 
$200.00, tJhe 'ba:lanc'e of what sibe felt sh,e oweldi th'e. Lo,rd. I,n' the letter aCCom
panying the cheque this dear sister said some kind word'S about The G08pel 
'Witnes8. She requested that the $20(}.OO !be credited to The Witne88 Fund, 
as tibe paper had. be.eIIl to ,her ,SIUch a grea:t lb'leS!sin'g. 

W'e reco!l"d' thi's in'Cid'ellIt hel'e ,be'cau5i6 we believe it oug.ht to be bold all 
over ,the world. ,S'he i9 not .'a.Tich wom,an and earn'So her living by hard work. 
But w!b,at if aJl10 God's pe{)'Ple were to-we had alm,oslt s,aid, "give" a tenth. No. 
Wha't if all were 00 pay the, telllllh th'eY owe? An'd, what if conSICiences were 
to become SIO ten.der -that meD! and womeIt who iIl'ave 'becom'e ri:ch weTe to 
reoog.n-iz'e their obligatlion to God, dating back to the 'be'ginnin'g of their e'8Jl"Il

ing d'aY'5I? What hundiredis, and thoilsa:n dis , y~ what mdUions o,r lJlo'ney would 
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now int{) the treasury of the Lord! If the prin'Ciple exellllPlified in this story 
ware plI'act1ce'd, withill! a year' monley would· be aVIliLIa'bte for every branch of 
tJhe Lord's work, an'd thousandiSl mo·re m-iSisionaIiies wOlllld .SIOon reinforce tohe 
DlIisS'ionaries on lohe field. 

And aH tMs gxl8S t'O plI'Qve that th8ll'e is nollhirug 1ike SlpirHu.al revival for 
replenis'hIn.g the LorcL'oS! treasury. VV:hen the soul',s capacity for God is fined; 
lotke a frueeifyling Nile, it o'verfiows with ·b'leB1s'i.n'g to the whole world. VVhen 
Mary 'bimke her box of precious oiIlJtm8'llJt over the Saviour's head, He S'aid, 
"W'h8'l"El'soeveT this GOSipel mall 'be pre'lliched in the whole WOI"lIL, t,here soh'aU 
a;1S1O this, that this w'Oman hath done, ibe told: for a melIn'oTial o,f her." VVe 
venture to oSlIlgg·est to ed1tOll"s re:addng ·vhis nolte that they reprint it for the 
ben'Elfit of tha Lord'oS treasury everywhere. 

How the Lord Blesses the Witness. 
In ad,dition to the foregoIng, we received three letters in this week's mall 

wh~ch were full of encouragement for The Gospel Witness. One was ·from San 
Francisco containing a C'heque for t22,OO, anot'her ,from VancQuver, B.c., contain
ing a cheq'ue fOT $.25.00, and another ·from the United States conta·ining a cheque 
for $2i9.(J.O,-the latter for ten sUibscrtptions for a year, and three for a year and 
a half each. Of course, we need a hundred times as much to do what we want to 
do with The Witness. But this is written to show how God is pleased to bless 
the paper 'by moving His Ipeople to support it; and: also to su,ggest to others a 
way of investing some of the Lord's money. 

QI;bt _bOlt i/iiblt ~tlnba!, ~tbool 1Lt~~on €our~e 
Lessoon LXIiI. De'cemiber 7th, 1924. 

ISRAEL'S DOWNFALL AND CAPTIVITY-II. Kings, Capter 17; 

This dntereSit'in.g ch'lllpller record'S the reign of ·tille last of Israel's kingls, and 
the dis'WPP8!aJI'an:ce of the ten' trilbes ""hiich consltitlllted the northern kingdom, 
of whilch Samaria waf!' the capitail., Ilrom hisltory. 

I. The Last of Israel's Kings.-(VSIS. 1-4.) 

1. HoSiheill. continued! the record; of hils p'l"e'wecess'ors, and d"id that Which 
was evi'l ill! the sligU o'f the Lord. I'D. tbli~ he dId! wthat a:ll men have done. 
"All we like s'heep have gone aSotnay." "By one man',s cLi·SIObedlie·n:ce, many were 
mllide sinnoers:." 2. But this kin.g varie'd Ms· evil-dOiDig in form: "But not !liS' the 
k;in'gs of lSll"aeil that were before Mm." He d·id evil; but U'ot in p'l"8'Cisely !!he 
Same way. VVh'8lt an epttome of history! In thiis l'ate day, too, men may Il!Ot 
sin in every 'particular,. as othens have d'one~it is, however, ,but a variation of 
form; for they 'd'D evU in the sight of the Lord. 3. 'Inevit!llbly, he became the 
vassal of another. ;Sin always leads to limitation. He !became the servant of 
Assyria's' k·ing. "To whom ye yield yourselves servants to oibey, his servants ye 
Bre to whom ye obey." 4. He became at last a 'Prisoner. 'Evll-doin,g never leads to 
an en}arog·eme·nt of lUe. Me:n: fooUS'h'ly imll@ine ·1!hat if th'ey can break the 
Lor.d'.s 'ba'D.ds aSlU·DJder, and caslt away His cord-s from t,hem, they wHl find 
li'berty. But the l.rcens·e thus< ofbitlliiIlled, leadls a·lway.Bo to the n"aI"rOW colllfin'e:B 
of a priso'n'. ThSll"e may' be no srtone waills; but· the soul DS' bound ~th chain's 
o·f its OW'II) forglin·g. ' 

II The End of Israel's Nationhood.-(Vss. 5 and 6.) 

The o~ly .impor~Ia'ble defense for an illJdJividlllM or a nafiio'n is to be foul!-d 
In 'one's mot;al ,integritY. Neither an individual nor a nation can stand against 
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ills enemi-eSi when s~n haS! sapped Us moral fibre. ,Samaria waS! una;ble to with
s't-and the enemy's SIlege. ,2. They lost bheir l'aDid. Noth·ing is ever gained by 
rabeUion against God'. The way of -the ·t1"aILSlg.l'erSlSlOr is alwaY'S h'ard. 3. They 
loslt their liberty. They were caorried: 8/Way aBi a natJion Olf captives to a strange 
land. 4. 'l'hey IOBit bheIT id'ellitity as bhe people of God •• With the sixth verse., 
the ten, trilbes' d'iS'aP·pea.red' from history. 

HiI. The Reason for the End. 

They sanned (1) 'by forgetting 'the mifracle of their natdoIll8iI d,ellveran·ce. 
The exodus' from EgyIpt WalSl the sltand'ard by whic'h God.',s people were con,tJin
ual1y exhort-ed. to mea;srure His guoacious power. Bu:t they Slinn:e·d against this 
manifestation of 'grace (vs. 7); and (2:) ,imitated the heathen instead of o'bey
illlg God. In other words: tlb.ey SIUIbSieituted, na;turn~iB'm foil' srupernatU:ralism in 
re1igdon; they found their SltandardlSi u'pon eaJl"th; and rejected· the sitandl8.rd 
from on High .. 3. They ignored, the .testimo~ of hisltory. They commlititoo 
vhe s:ame sin'Si foor the Q'O-i-nJg of which 'those who 'h'ad! Mcuplied the, Jand' before 
them !had ,been cast out. (vs" 1'1), The judgments threatened In the law had 
been exemplified in the nSitionos upon w,ho,m God.'s wa-ath had fal1en; 'but His 
peo'ple .were de'aif to the VOi!C6 of God,'so Word, even aSi t!b.ey We!l'e hillin'do to ·i1ls 
hisltolrica.-} condlrmat10n, And\ oSlO is: it stHI. 4, They rejected' the testimony of 

'the divine Word (vs. :13), God never ,permits men or n,ations to go 'over the 
precitPice wit!b.out mariking the path to the end! with many'll. red light of warning. 
Thus' every mOlUth sha:ll be atoppedi; and.· ,all the world! b6'Come gui,l,t'Y 'beifore 
God. ThUiSl •. too, illl this'lGosipsl dlislpeJllSiation:-"This is the cond:emn~llion, that 
light is come fDito the world·, Sind· IIl!9DI loved. darkneSis :raJthe!l' th'an lIig,ht." 5. 
God removed Israel out of His sight, sa.-ve the tribe of Judah only, w·hich He 
pres:er·ved' tor David',s oSIake; andi the judigment wh'iC'h feI1 upon the n'a.-tio·n was 
a fulifl!lment o,f Hi·s -()1!t·r~eI8.t:ed! word: "As he hadl Sl8iid: :by aM hts servanlts· the 
prophets", (VB. 23), 6, This fearful tragedy of a nation's extinction illus
trates the fatal influence of one man, who sU!bstitutes policy for prin'ciple, 
upon a nation's life. (vss. 21-.2.2). It is said, "JerO'boam drove Israel 'from fol
lawin·g the Lord, and· ,m'ade them .sin a great sin", Jero:boam was not guUty of 
soma lI.ag:rant fQll'lJIl of wilcked'll.'ess'; hlis' "gorea)t Slin" was' in the realm 0If reagio,n. 
Profe:SiSing '00 d'esir~ to m'a.-iDitaln the spirit ()If the worslhip of Jehova;h, he 
chang.edi the letter of it; ailidi his cwlveBi of .gold! iDi Dan, and Bethel, in'tend'ed 
on[y as symbols', ·eJrected, ulItim8ltely the ruin of the; nation. Any d,isp~acemen't 
of God·, any' wbstl't:u1lion of that which humwn wi6ldiom denses for thlllt which 
revella1lioDi requ1.re·s, is a re'Petition of Jero'boam's sin. 11t is t1"ue ·thaJt "the 
lettE)r kHleth" when it is without the spirit; it is equally true that the 
spirit ,becomes reibellion when divorced' from the letter. The tragic story of 
Jeroiboam's ,inll.uence upon his n·ation is ibut a corro'ooration of the essential 
truthfulness of the Genesis 'record and of its New Testament interpretation, 
-"By on'e ,man sin eDiteroo in·to the world, allld! d'&llith by S1in," 

IV .. A ··Name Emptied of Its Religious Significance. 

The hi,story con'tainedl .iIII the section, of -the ,chapteT begin'ning w:fth the 
24th vene, wh~ch teLls of the carryin'g a.-W'ay of all the peo'ple of ISil'ael and! of 
an evwClUation. of the laudi 'by its iIllha'bi,tantiS ,that was so com'plate that there 
was not on'e 1e1lt to teach oStran'geTs the way of the Lor~ while it I-s true hi"e
tory, iSl, in p;rinociple, 'bo,th a.- prophecy and .a. parable of wh'at h-isotOll'Y has o,f,ten 
seen: en!acted. silllce that d·a;y,. .samama had, 'been I,srael',SI clllpftaI city; and the 
nam'e had been i.dieDitified with the peo'ple, wh'o, nom'inal1'Y, at leasot, ackn'ow
ledged Jehovah 'as God. But Samarta, and, bha.-t portion of the land' of w,Mch 
it was flh'e ca.-pital, was empti'edi of itJs PO'P'U'lation, andi strang·ers who were 
heathen "plaJced! in 'the city of Samoa·ria, in'Stelad' of the chHdren, of lS!l'af:!ll." 
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1. ThlLSl reLigious term:s ha;ve ofteJIJ been emptied, of their SlignificaIllCe: 
they have 'been eva;culIIte!d 'by the prinlci!ples for w,hich they s'tood; and· have 
been g,iven. a dIff.eJl'ent content. Thue, to-day, the ,tenniS! of eva,n'ge1i'cal ortho
doxy lIIre made the q.weHing pllllCes of pag~n, principles. 2. in was ,found that 
lions ,had! IlIO respe'Ct for mere names. ChriSltJiandty, stripped of its. superIllllitur· 
alism, is no IIlroof against the adversary who as a !roaring 'lion, seeketh wihom 
he may dlevour. 3. The reIi'gIon of the'se n'ewO.y-tSlettled Saanaritans consisted 
only in a fear o,f liOM: there was in it no real .f'ear of the Lord, an'd no love 
for His law. They des.ired a prieM o-llIly ,to protect them from lion's. These 
ancien't Samaritans. are not without the.ir S'lIc'ceiSlS:orSi in our da;y. 4. From t,he 
3,2nd! verB,e to the end of the oh'apter" it a'Ppearll' that the S'aanaritaD's adopted 
an ortho'd'ox profeslSdo~, but coIlltiILued' thei,r hea;thoo pr:aJC'tice'S. Like Ahab, 
'bent upon having his own way -in respect to Ramoth.IGilead, he yet sought 
reLigio'll!s sl9.niC'tio'DI for his own woiU. Th1l'!~ men make relig;ion:!;' to SIIlit them· 
981loveiS. What subtle irony is wrapped! up in this, Slaydng, "They feare'd' toll'e 
Lord, and s.erved' them- own, gIO-dIS." 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS FOR A CHRISTMAS PRESENT 
It is often a !p·rO'blem to know what to give one's friend·s for a Christma;s 

present. We venture to suggest a year's suJbscr,i·ption to The GospeZ Witness. 
If you .spend two dollars on an an ordInary present, it will !probaJbly be for
gotten 'by the end o-f January, but The Witness will 'be !remembere·d fifty-two 
weeks of the year. !If you .give a Ihandkerchie,f it may be lost in a week, but 
The Witness may prove a hand,kerchief to wipe away the mourners' tears with 
the comfort of the gospel for a whole year. Or, 'j,f you give a muffler to keep 
one warm it would ,be much less serviceaJble than The Witness to keep out 
the w.inds of doulbt and' deSIPondency. .And as for chocolates-why not rather 
'give your friends a s:piritual meal every week for a whole year? Once more, 
some of our readers may ,find It a task to write letters. The Witness will carry 
a message of love from you to a distant friend every week for a year. 

Only ·four, 'cents a week wUl do It! We will send an attractive Christmas 
card ·in separate envelope to everyone to whom The Witness is sent as a Ch-rist
mas present, either with or without the name 'of the friend wlho subscri!bes, 
as d-irected. 

Has The Witness Been a Blessing? 
If it 'has, help us !by sending The Witness as a Ohristmas present, as a 

thankoffer'jng. Will not every reader endeavour to send us one new su.bscrip· 
tion 'between now and Christmas? When sent as a Ohristmas p!resent, It would 
be advisa·ble that the sU'bscri'ption should !begin with the issue of Dec. lSth 
to insure the reception of the 1irst numiller !before ChrIstmas. Who will be 
the first? 

THE WEEK'S MEETINGS. 
Prayer meetin'gs Tuesday, Tlhursday, and ,Saturday, 8 o'clock. Hi,ble Lecture 

by the Pastor, Thursday, 8.45. 'Second lecture on ''The P1ace of the Sermon on 
the Mount oIn the TeaC'hings of Christ." 

BAPTISMS. 
Fourteen were ,blllptized last Thursday evening be,fore a large cong!regation. 

THE PASTO~ IN NEW YORK. 
The Pastor will go to New York !Monday evenin-g, to speak at a Baptist 

Bi'ble Un,ion 'Conference which begins Sunday and' continues till Wednesday 
eveni-ng. He wlll return In time for the Bi!ble lecture and !baptismal service, 
Thursday eveniDlg. 

SUNDAY EVENING AT MASSEY HALL. 
The Pastor will deliver the second sermon in t'he series on ''The Adventures 

of a Modern Young Man", the su,bject !being, "A Young Man's Trip Abroad." 


