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"And to you who' are troubled rest with us, Vlpen t~e Lor.d Jesus sha)l be 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 

"In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that kno'Y n.ot .God, .an.d (hat .obey 
not the the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

"W.ho shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence pf rhe 
Lord. and from the glory of his power; 

"When he shall come to be glorified in bis saints, and to be admir:e.d in all them 
t}lat believe (because o.lIr test.mony among you was believed) in ·~ha~ .OOy. 

-II Thess. 1: 1-10. 

[2] 
HERE is no more thoroughly attested fact of history than that 

T Jesus Christ came· into the world. There are comparatively f.ew 
of the most extreme critics who attempt to deny the f.act tJtat 

. Jesus Christ once lived upon earth. W'hat did He co~e for? 
I answer you in the words of Scripture: "This is a faithfu1 s.ayjng, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners". He came; and He came to save silmers. TI).ere is no 
doubt about that. .J shall not argue the point this evening, b~t simply pro
claim the fact. I know absolutely nothing about the future. N.or does .any 
other man know anythrng about the future. We know notJti~g of the future 
life beyond what is written in this Book. If this Book 'be no~ .tru~, .thel,l w.e 
may as well close our churches, and cease our preaching, for we h~ve no 
message at .all; 'but if h be true, then it is possible for ~s si~ply .an.cJ plainly 
to declare the word of the truth of the Gospel. 

I have said it is an esta:blishedfact that Jesus came. Tl)i~ Bpok tells 
us that He is coming again. I do not know why ·so m.any pe.opJ~ sbQ.~ld 1:1.~ 
inhospitable toward that truth. There are many professing Christians now
adays who seem to be specially opposed to the do.ctrine of th~ L.QrcJ'.s r.eturn. 
I ~hall not quarrel with anyone as to whether ~e wiJl co~e befor.e .0" .after 
the Mille·nnium. I have the profoundest conviction myself that there can be no 
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Millennium until Jesus comes. .1 have nQ doubt about -that; but 1 am not going 
to make that a test of feUowship. But this is cardinal, is fundamental to the 
Gospe"i,-the fact that as surely as Jesus came once, He will come again: 
Now, if that 'be denied, then the whole Gospel is denied; for we have precisely 
the sa!?e authority for believing that Jesus Christ will personally, visibly, and 
even audibly, return to this earth, as we have for believing that He came the 
first time. 

1. 
It. is a'bout His second coming I want to speak to you in simp1est terms 

this evening; and to remark that according to the teaching of this scripture 
1 have read to you, ·the second coming of our Lord will mark the end of the 
gospel dispensation. When He comes again, He will not come as the thorn
crowned, crucified, Saviour. When He comes the second time, He will come 
without a sin offering. He came once to give His life a ransom for many: 
He laid down His life; He p.oured out His blood for the cleansing o·f sinners; 
He paid the price of our redemption; He ascended into glory; He sent His 
Holy Spirit, and from then until now it has been the work of the Hoily Ghost 
to convince men of sin, and righteousness, and judgment. He has been doing 
that work; !but when Jesus comes again the dispensation of the Holy Ghost 
will be at an end. There will be no offer of salvation to anyone; H!l will come 
without a sin offering. He will not come the se'cond time to stand at the 
door and knock; He wiIl not come again to plead with men to ·be reconci;led 
to God; He will not come that men may believe on Him, and receive Him as 
Saviour. He will come in an entirely different way and in a different character 
the second time. Now 1 know that it is ·popular to-day in some quarters to 
believe in a further probation beyond the grave. Not. very far from this hall, 
as 1 speak this evening, there is a gentleman. holding ·forth on that theory; and 
teaching men that there is another probation, that there is another chance 
beyond this present 'life. 1 affirm that there is not one solitary passage in the 
Word of God that affords the slightest foundation for hope that 'when the 
Lord Himself shaIl come the second time the dOQr Q~ mercy will still he open. 
1 remind you, my dear friends, th~t the time is .. certainly coming when the 
last gospel hymn, su·ch as we have heard this evening-the gospel hymn of 
invitation-will have been sung; the time is coming when the .last offer of 
forgiveness wi11 have been made; when the last gospel sermon will have been 
preached, when the door will be closed; and there will 'be no possibility of a 
reconsideration of the decision made respecting the soul's relation to Christ. 
Human opinions on this matter are of no .value. Let us come to the clear 
teaching of the Word of God; and, 'beyond peradventure, the Bible teaches 
that space for· repentance is limited to this life. Sometimes you see down 
town: "Going out of ·business. Everything must be sold". And after a few 
weeks of sale there is some re-adjustment, and the company continues in 
business at the same stand. But 1 assure you that the time when the gospel 
will be preached -to sinners, and when offers of salvation will be made to 
re'bellious men,-that time will come to an end. 1 don't know when it will 
end for you. For some of us we have no fear, for we have trusted as poor 
sinners in the precious ·blood of Christ. 1 don't know when it will end for 
you; but here is a point clearlly marked in Scripture, that when Jesus Christ 
shall come the second time there wm be an end for ever· of all offers of mercy. 

-n. 
Then another thing: According to this text, when He comes the second 

time everyone will see Him; His coming will be a revelation. When He came 
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the first time He was born as a babe in Bethlehem; and there came wise men 
from the East, saying, "Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we 
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him". But when He 
comes the second time, no one will aeed to ask where is He; for the Lord 

.Jesus shaH ·be revealed from heaven in flaming fire with all the angels of His 
power with Him. "Behold," saith the seer, "he cometh with clouds; and 
every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kind reds of 
the earth shall wail ,because of him." My dear friends, the time is coming 
when the word of the truth of this Gospel will be amply vindicated. What 
a day that wil-l be for the Dr. Fos-dicks and the Dr. Faunces, and Shailer 
Matthews, and all the modern infidels who have denie-d His virgin birth, His 
essential Deity, His vicarious sacrifice, His personal return I Who is going 
to prove that Jesus 'will come again? Jesus, blessed be His' name, will prove 
it Himself. He wifl come; and in that ,day the 'great men of the earth and 
the kings and the captains, and aU the mighty men, ·will pray for the rocks 
to fall on them to hide them 'from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb. Why, believer, if you are troubled a little 
bit to-night; i'f sometimes you feel as though the battle were going against 
the old' faith,-Cheer upl Cheer up! our day is coming; for our day is the 
Lord's day, and He will come Himself. He wiJ.! be revealed from heaven; 
and there will be no doubt 'as to Who He is, or whence He came. To-day 
men question, Did He actually come from heaven? Was He begotten o,f the 
Holy Ghost? Was He really the incarnate God? or was He Joseph's son? 
Did He come ·into the world by natura1 generation, or was His birth a 
miracle? and was He God manifest in the flesh? Let me teU you, my dear 
friends, the time is coming when He will Ibe revealed from heaven, and there 
'!Will be no dou'bt about it then. Everyone will know whence He comes; 
everyone will know Who He is; everyone will know what is the measure of 
His power when He comes with flaming fire, with all His mighty angels, with 
the angels of His power. 

I ·am glad He. is coming again. I 'confess that sometimes I fee'! weary. 
I expect 'you do, too. ' Sometimes I feel rather ·tirea;·not of the 'work 'of th'e 
Lord, but in it; sometimes the 'battle is strenuou's; sometimes it seems as 
though the powers of darkness were gainging the ascendancy. But whenever 
I am tempted thus to be dis spirited, I 'turn 'back 'to the great promise of His 
coming again; and I say to myself, "He has said: 'H I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may -be also'." It is a glorious promise to the believer, a glorious 
prospect to the child of faith,-that our Lord Jesus is coming back again. 

III. 
I remind you that His coming wil[ ·be a day of judgment. He will come 

taking vengeance. We hear a great deal to-day about the meek and 10w.1y 
Jesus; we hear much about the Fatherhood of God, and Go-d is pictured very 
often as an indulgent .father. I ask you men and women if you 'have not 
seen things in our own social life that needed severe treatment? Have you 
not seen men who were such flagrant sinners that your conscience flamed out 
in indignation against the wrong, until you said in your 'heart, "If there is no 
judgment day there ought to ·be; or else the moral government of the universe 
is at fault." There ought to be an opening of the books; there ought to be a 
payment o,f debts; there ought to ,be a re-adjustment of things. Oh, yes, there 
are still the 'beggars who sit at the rich man's gate; there are still the widows 
who plead against the injustices of earth. Things are not equally distributed 
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here. I do not wonder sometimes that people who lose sight of God's judg
lllent, who look at the things of this life only, and lose the perspective of 
e~ernity,-I don't wonder, I say, that such a view of life should produce 
Communists and Bolshevists. And "let me remind you, my 'brother,-now 
listen-that religious teacher who diverts the thought of men from the future, 
who denies that there is a day of divine reckon'ing, a day when the Judge olf 
all the ~arth shalll come,-that kind of teaching, whether in a university 
professor, 0': in the pulpit,-that kind o,f teaching 'breeds ,Communism and 
SC?ci~lism, inev,it,a,bly. It breeds anarchy; ior I declare if I did not believe there 
was a righteous Judge who was going to order all things accordi,ng to His 
word, ar,d who will have His sovereign way at last, I think I should find it d-ifJi
cult to hald myself in check. If I did not believe that Someone is going to 
adjust things, I should sometimes feel like taking the law into my own hands. 
But this is 'the teaching of Scripture: "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
,but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay, saith the Lord." And He will,-He willi Oh, Ilet me drive it in upon 
ybur heart and conscience, He will repay; for He is God, and He will not be 
denied. ' 

Quietly, sweedy, graciously, at the beginning of His public ministry, when 
He stood up in the synagogue at Nazareth, a.nd there was handed t9 Him the 
roll 0'£ the prophet Esaias, He Ifound the place where it is written, "The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to t\:le poor; he hath sent me to heal the bro\.<en-hearted, to preach deliveqmce 
to tpe captives, and recovering of sigh~ to the 'b1ind, to set at 'liberty ,them that 
ar~ !bruised, to preac\;l the acceptable y,ear o,f the Lord. And he closed the 
book and ~a:ve it again to th~ minister, ,;Lnd sat down. And the eyes of all 
them tha~ were i.n the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to 
say un'to them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. And all bare 
him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth." "Gracious words"I-"I have been specially sent t.o bind up the broken
hearted, to preach deOiverance to the captiyes, the recovering of sight to the 

. bli~d, to set at liberty them that are bound, to proclaim <the accept,B!ble year. 
of t~e Lord,"-ilnd when ~e got to that, He closed the 'book. Turn to the 
pr.C?Pp~~y of Jsaiah ,a,nd ~ead ,the next sentence. Listen I "To proclaim the 
,,"Cf~p~'b,le ye.a.r of ,the :I,.ord, and the day of vengeance of our God". And as 
:ij$= clo.sed the bo.o\c and announced the first part o'f His programme, some 
dilY :ije will come down t'he skies to open the hook aJ,1d proclaim the second 
p~r~. 

:ije is coming to take v.enge;lnce. Yes; I think we need that note .to-day. 
We 'have not had enough 0:£ it in Toronto, nor in other cities. But look 
abro,ad. I rememiber makin,g a tour of the 'battlefiellds of France w.hi;1e the 
w~,: was stm on. Many returned soldiers ~re here this evening. ¥ ou sl!-w 
tl.t~ .ho,:,:o,:s of ,it. When i saw hun~re4s o,f d~a~ lying upon ~\;le ground; 
and miles, and miles, and miles 0'£ territory in the region of the Somme ,where 
n~t a i,iving ,thing rem,ain~d; :where towns and yill.ag,es 'h,ad !bee~ blotteeJ ou,~ 
of exist~l)iCe, and :t'h~ whole Iface ,of the ~r~h ~hanged: and I s;ti4 tp s!>llle 
f,:.i.lfn.ds :who 'were :with me, "This looks ~s ~hough spm,e~hing sup~rhurp.an ,Wtd 
be~n ~:t work. rt rea\lly looks ~s t:hough 'hell haeJ here IbeeJ,1 let loose." I 
used t,o say during the war, "rh~ Kais~,: oug,ht to 'blf brought tei judgment," 
a~d I still thitlk' so. I think i'f, he and his war :lords h,ad been hanged for 
th~.ir sins i~ wo~ld have done more to restore peace to the ~,arth ~\;l~.~ all the 
cop,:(erenc,es of Europe. But whet)ter t,h.at ,!>~ .so o,r not, I r~fflefnber t,hil? comi,p,g 
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to me; as I looked at that awfu.l devastation, the passage I have" quoted came 
irito my mind with a new significance: "Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 
the Lord." And He seemed" to say to me, "I will repay, ibecause no one else 
can repay." You cannot punish a man iri this life sufficiently for his" "sins. 

I "heard a brother say a striking thing a few months ago: "The more a 
man sins the less he suffers." A lot of people say you get all the hell you 
ate going to have here. This man said, "The more you sin the less you 
suffer." I have thought much about that. I have seen some man depart by 
only a step from the path of rectitude; and he was in agony: he could not 
sleep at night. He may' not have been a"bsolutely honest; he may have cheated 
someone 0-£ a" doblar or so; but his conscience was so tender he could not 
rest until he had made it right. But if that man still goes on in his sin, he 
will take not on1y a dollar, but will take a thousand; and instead of a tho us
find he will take a million; one sin willi "be multiplied to a thousand; until he 
becomes so hardened and so caUoused that nothing can touch his conscience 
or his heart. His heart is hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. It may 
be his "eyes stand out with fatness; he has more t'han heart can wish;" and he 
continues on the wrong road," and perhaps ends his life apparently without 
judgment. 

IV. 
No, my friends, there ought to be a 'future reckoning; and the Bible 

says there will be. When He shall oome "with flaming fire, taking ven
geance"-on whom? On the inhabitants of the penitentiary? On the very 
wicked people? On the outcasts of society? Nol That is not what our text 

-says. The Bible, you know, always goes to the root of matters,-"taking 
vengeance on them that know not God." Surely a man will not be punished 
for his ignorance, will he? There is "a striking phrase in the Bible referring 
to the creation of the world. Re"ferring to the Genesis record of how the 
worlds were made, the pen of divine inspiration says of those who mock at 
the" truth" of the Lord's return, "For this they. willing,ly" are ignorant of, that 
by the word of God the "heavens were 0:£ old andrithe" earth "stan"ding'out of the 
water and in the water." Elsewhere it is said, "They did not like to retain' 
God in their knowledge." Now, my friends, if we shut out the ,light, we are 
responsible for our own dar:kness; if we re,fuse to reSpond 'to' the in'struction' o"f 
the divine Spirit, then we are ourselves responsible for our ignorance. I 
wonder if there is a man here who says, "Well, sir, respecting a'll these matters 
I confess myself to be agnostic,-that is to say, I don't know. You talk to 
me a"bout a God, and I admit there is something in nature I cannot explain; 
there is an undeniable, invisible, intangilb.1Ei Something that the microscope 
cannot discover, that the telescope cannot reveal. There is a Power behind 
it all, a Something that designs and works out things according to law. I 
don't know what it is. Religious people ca'll that power, 'God', others call it, 
'Law', someone else, 'Force',-I call it the Great Unknown. I don't know 
God." You had !better be careful, my friend, for when Jesus comes, He will 
take "vengeance on them that know not God". You ought to know Godl 
"The heavens declare the glory o"f God, and the firmament sheweth His handi
work". "For the invisible things of him from the creation 0.£ the world are 
clearly seen, being under,stood :by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead; -so that they are without excuse". There is not a man 
living who has not been pla.ced, ,by God's revelation of Himself, without excuse 
for being ignorant of God. 

You see, therefore, how" this word goes to the heart of the matter: Christ 



6 THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

is coming to judge "them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." Perhaps someone says, "That is very narrow. 
Do you ~ean to tell me, sir, that I am to be judged for not obeying the 
gospel, when I am a perfectly moral and respectable; man, just because I don't 
acce~t the go'spel? Do you mean to tell me I am to be judged for that?" No, 
I do not; but that is what the Bilble says. Mr. Philpott, in this hall last 
Sunday night, preaching in my place, I believe, said, the greatest thing a man 
can do .is to 'believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. And that is true. "W·hat shall 
we do, that we might work the works of God? * * * This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent." On the other hand, the greatest 
offence anyone 0.£ us can commit is to refuse to believe on Jesus Christ, for 
that is the foundation sin: that is the sin from which all other sins spring. 
And the Word says He hath appointed a ·day in which He "shall judge the 
secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospe!." 

N ow there is a terri!ble word here I do not understand. I shall make no 
effort. to understand it. If the Lord had wanted me to understand it, I think 
He would have explained it fully. I believe no one else can understand it. 
either. There are some things in the Bible I do not want to understand. 
They 'belong to experiences I pray God none of us may ever have. When He 
comes to take "vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel o'f our Lord Jesus Christ",-what follows?-"who shall ·be punished 
with everlasting destruction -from the presen.ce ·of the Lord, and ,from the 
g.lory of his power." Now what does that mean? I don't know what it 
mean·s, except that it means exactly what it says. It means that when Jesus 
comes those who have not received the gospel will find themselves at the 
end of their opportunity, and it will be to them a day of judgment; and they 
shall be punished ev.erlastingly ·from the presence of the Lord ;-not in the 
presence of the Lord, but from the presence of the Lord. They shall be 
expelled from His presence, and from the g.1ory of His power. 

I said .just now, there is a gentleman not very Ifar -from here who is 
preaching the· very opposite of that this evening.· I ask you as reasonable 
men· and women, those of you· who are not converted, to consider these two 
positions f.or just a moment or two. There are those who tell you (this gen
tleman among them) that there is no place of eternal punishment; there is no 
future retribution. We Ibelieve the word of God teaches there is a judgment 
to come. Now, supposing those who teach that we should presume upon 
the mercy o·f God, and go out into the other life with the expectation o·f a 
larger hope,-I s.ay, suppose those who thus teach should turn out to be 
blind leaders of the blind; suppose that in accepting such teaching you are 
following a false guide; suppose this so-called "Judge" Rutherford should be 
wrong, and if that Bible ,be true,-as it is,-he is wrong, and mistaken as a 
man can possibly ,be; I say, .suppose such teachers should prove to be in 
error, what then? Suppose the solemn words o"f this text ·be true, surely the 
safe thing, the wise thing, is to take no risks. Yield to Christ now; receive 
salvation now; open your heart to the gospel now. What hope is there that 
if we reject Him now we ·shall be more amena'ble to the influences of the Spirit 
in another dispensation? Oh, I beg of YOtl, my friends, to heed this solemn 
teaching, which is to the effect that the Lord Jesus Christ is coming again; 
and that when He comes He will come in judgment . 

. V. 
Yet I must say a word or two at this point before I close, that you may 

see that He is not coming ·for judgment only, but "to be glorified in his saints, 

( , 
/ 
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and to be admired in all them that Ibelieve." Do you know what it will be 
for Him to ,be glorified? His glory is not what all the angels, and archangels, 
and. cherubim and seraphim, and all the innumerable hosts O'f heaven' think 
He is. God'·s glory is !lot His reputation. It is not what men think He is, 
nor What angels say He is. God's glory is what He really is. And:He will 
be glorified just in the measure in which He is manifested; and when He is 
revealed from heaven He willibe glorified in Hi'S saints, ,because His redeemed 
people will show-it is a wonderful truth-His redeemed people will show 
who and what Jesus is. Here is a poor sinner who explored the utmost bounds 
of the ,far country; he went down into the lowest depths of ,the horrible pit; 
and he is washed in the Iblood of the Lamb. He is made a new creature in 
Christ Jesus, he is c10thetl in the righteousness of Christ, he is without fault 
at last 'before t'he throne of God; and he will be ·one of the jewels 'which will 
be glorifying t~ 'Christ. It will be a great thing to see a man like Saul of 
Tar·sus.-How wonder·ful it will be to see a man like Saul of Tarsus, whose 
hands were red with the bloQd of the saints, leading in the praises of the 
Lamb I I trust, dear -friends; the same will Ibe true 'of many of us. I hope it 
will be so of everyone of us. If we were to sing that hymn over ·again to-night: 

"When the roll is called up yonder, I'll be ·there." 

and if we had time for a personal testimony from everyone in this hall, and 
if we could go from seat to seat, how many could. rise and say, "I will be 
there, sir, because I ·have 'bee~ washed in the precious blood, and I know I have 
everlasting life." 

He will "come to 'be glorified in His 'Saints, and to be admired in all them 
that 'believe." We admire Him now, do we not? We praise Him ·for all His 
boundless grace; .but when we shall see Him as He is-His long patience, His 
tender mercy, His pard'oning grace, Hi·s matchless, boundless love,-t'here will 
be no language in which we shall 'be able to express our admiration of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Do you believers wish He would come to-night? Paul 
refers to a class of 'believers as "those who Jove His ·appearing." There. are 
some people ~ho wish He would come to-night. I confess it' would be tbe 
greatest news that could come to me. I wish we might be awakened from 
our sleep, I wish we might hear the cry, "Behold the bridegroom cometh". 
There is not anything in this' life that I would not gladly surrender, if I could 
see Him face to ·face, if I couid know that there was an end to this toiling 
and striving, and fighting against all the powers of darkness. If I could see 
Him coming down the sky, I 'believe I would shout, "Hallelujah I" like a 
salvationist to-night. Blessed be God, He takes away the fear as He destroys 
the power of death; He puts within us a P!lssion ·for Himself, s6 that we would 
rather see Him than anyone else to-night. I beg of you to choose between 
these two to-night. He is coming;-but is He coming as your Judge, or as a 
Bridegroom for His Bride? 

"The bride eyes not her garment, 
But her dear bridegroom's ·face; 

I will not gaze at glory, 
But on my King of grace. 

Not at the gift He giveth, 
But on His pierced hand, 

Whose grace is all the glory 
Of Immanuel's land." 

How many of us, then, are waiting for His coming? I have done when I 
have told you this simple story: A young man. was arrested, charged with 
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the commissi'0'n of a: certain 'crime, and was lodged in jail. He was 'brought 
before ih:e magistra:te fot his' preliminary hearing, and remanded for further 
investigation o'f his' ca:se~ One day as he was sitting, gloomy in spirit, in his 
cell, the' jailor oIl'ened the door and admitted a stranger. The stranger appeared 
to be a young man; he was plainly clad, and not of particularly striking ap,pear
ance in the gtO'om of the prison 'cell. But he came and sat down beside the 
prisoner and spoke to ,him very kindly, ,and said that he was sorry to find him 
in this state' .. And he said, "I understand you have no friends?" "No, I have 
not many friend'S;" said -the young man. "Well," said the stranger, "you will 
need someone to appear 'fo~ you when !.'he day of trial comes; and I am'myself 
an advocate, and i,f you will put your case in my hands I think I can do 
something for you; indeed, I will make bold to promise you absolute acquittaL" 
The young man was very cautious, and said, "That is very kind of you, sir, 
but I really have not made any selection yet of anyone to appear for me." 
To himself he said, "If this man were a man of ability and prominence, he 
would not come begging a case. I should have to send for him; and further, 
he would ,be differently apparelled, there would be evidences of prosperity 
about him. I am afraid he could not ,do very much ,for me." To 'him the 
stranger was without ,form or comeliness. To gain time he said, "I will not 
make a decision to-day, sir. I hope to select an ,advocate some time befor'e the 
trial, and if you wil1 come and see me again I will thinlk the matter over." 
The stranger went away. 

Some time later the jailor admitted another, and this time a man of very 
striking appearance, and of pleasing dress, with flashing diamonds upon his 
fingers, and eve'ry appe'arance of a man of the world who was exceedingly pros
perous. He too said, "I am sorry to see you her·e. I suppose you have not 
yet appointed anyone to appear in your behalf on the day of Assize?" -And 
the young man said, "'No, I have not. A stranger came a little while ago and 
offered me his' services, but I asked him to give me further time to think." 
"Well," said the stranger, "I am an advocate, and I have influence at court; 
and I 'am inclined to think that you are not guilty. I have read of your case, 
and I am profoundly sympathetic with you; and I should be very glad indeed 
to undertake your case, if you will put it in my hands." Again the young 
man reasoned with himself, "This man seems to 'be a more likely advocate 
than the ,other; at least, he promises more; and I t'hink I had better close 
with 'him at once." And so he said, "Very weIl, sir, I gladly accept your offer, 
and I will put my case in your hands." 

A day or' so later the first stranger returned, and having put his case 
before him as' he had done Ibefore, he said, "I hope you have now arrived at 
a decision." "Yes,." he said, "I have. After you 'called the other day, another 
came, and I must frankly say he greatly impressed me, and I accepted his 
offer, and handed over my case to him." "I am s'orry to hear that," said the 
stranger, "I wish you would re-consider it, for I know the other advocate, 
and I am sure he can do nothing for you, and I am sure if you put your 
case in his hands you are a lost man; whereas I will promise you acquittal." 
And he pleaded with him most earnestly, ·but he said, "I am afraid it is too 
late." "Well," he ,said, "I give you my offer again. I ask you to reconsider it." 
The young man re'fused; and the stranger went away. Thereafter, day after 
day the stranger came 'back again, always offering his services, and begging 
him to reconsider !.'he matter. And then as the day of trial drew very near, 
the stranger came more frequently; and was more insistent, and more earnest 
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in his appeal. At last, one day he said to the prisoner, "I have come with 
my last appeal. I give you one more opportunity to change your mind, 8;nd 
on this occasion I must tell you, I was present when you committed the 
crime. I saw you do it with my own eyes. I know that YOU1' hands are red 
with 'blood, and that you are guilty of murder; and yet I have a way whereby 
I can secure your acquitta1." The young man 'looked at him, pondered it over, 
and at last said, "I don't 'believe he saw me do the deed. I don't believe him." 
And he said, "No, I am afraid it is too late. I hav~ engaged my counsel." 
The stranger moved toward the door, but, moving, he paused and said, 
"Will you change your mind?" He opened the d·oor and stepped outside, and 
then he pushed it open again and said, "Did you call me ba·ck?" "No," said 
the youn'g man, "I have made my decision." And the door closed !behind him. 

The day of trial dawned at last, and the prisoner was brought to the bar. 
The counsel .for the pros.ectttion and the de'fence were present, and aU the wit
nesses were there. The courtroom was crowded, and everyone was breathlessly 
waiting ,for the appearance of the judge. At length in the courtyard without 
was heard the trampling or horses' .feet as the judge's carriage drove up ac
companied by an armed escort. A solemn hush fell upon the court as the 
judge in all his robes of office took his place upon the 'bench. All eyes were 
-fastened upon him, particularly the prsioner's. But the moment the prisoner 
looked into the face of the judge his heart almost ·stood still; 'his iace took on an 
ashen hue, his knees knocked together; for he recognized in the judge upon 
the bench, the one whom he had refused to allow to ,become his advocate. 
There was no pity now; there was no mercy now; there was no offer of re
pentance now. And as the trial proceeded, and witness after witness was 
called in t'he prisoner's defence, the prisoner's head was Ibowed in utter dejec
tion and hopelessness, for he said, "What avails all this evidence, when my 
judge knows that I am guilty"? . 

'You know the moral of my para'ble. "Be'hold I stand at the door and 
knock." He comes as an Advocate to-day. I beg o·f .you to .put your case in 
his hands. "If any man sin we have an advocate with the .Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous." He has never lost a case . He will not lose yours. But if 
you reject Him, He will come as YOllr Judge, and all hope will be at an end. 
I beseech you to be reconciled to God I Oh, let this be a night' of decision 

. for Christ I 

JARVIS STREET MEMBERS AND THE MASSEY HALL MEETINGS. 
Last Sunday evening we ibegan ·to feel at home in Massey Hall. There was 

a great congregati1Jn which obviously ·inclu-ded large numbers of non·church
goers. The power of the Lord, ·was present; and a num'ber were gloriously con
verted. 

But this note is written specially ·for memlbers of J,arvis Street Ohurch. 
We are sure tha.t Ihundreds are ,praying ,for ibJ.essing upon the services; and 
great numobers a~so are dOing their utmost to ibring the unconverted under the 
sound of the gos·pel. But 'When the unconverted come, and the. gospel is 
preached, what then? Wlhen the invitation is gi·ven to confess Christ, wthat 
tremendous powers come -immediately into confiict! We .as'k all our readers to 
pray :for blessing upon these services; 'but we as·k our memibers specially' to 
pray for grace to !be a:ble to spealk to the unconverted in the service, a:qd while 
the i-nvitation is being given to volunteer to accompany them to the front. 
Many, even of the stron,gest, require the heIipful ministry of a ,personal word. 
Let us come prepared· to' ·d1J this next ISunday. 0 

.As this ·patper goes to 'press, we are unalble to announce ·Sunday even.fng's 
Rulbject, except to sa.y that it win consist in a pointed, .personal, gO!!pel appeal. 
The subject will be announced in the Saturday city papcrs. 
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The puhlication of this paper as a missionary enterprise is made eossible by the gifts 01 
members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and is sent to subscnbers by mail for $2.00 
(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we shall be grateful for any thank-offering you may be ahle to send to The \Vitness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your prayers that the messal'e of The Witness may be used b,. 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvatIOn of souls

l 
and the exaltation of 

Christ. As our funds make it possible. we hope to add to our free ist, from time to time, 
the names of ministers at home and missionaries abroad. . 

EDITORIAL 
THE CANADIAN BAPTIST AND THE LONDON CONVFNTION. 
-It is with great regret that we find it necessary to correct The Oanadian 

Baptist in Its report of the London Convention, I!;ltpeariDg in the issue of Novem
ber 6th. 180th the editorial on the ,front pa.ge, 'bearin.g .the IEdoitor's initials, and 
the report of the EducationallSession, appearing on pp. 4 and '5, contain suoh ser
ious inaccuracies as to be absolutely misleading. W·e had been informed that 
the Editor's at.tention had been caIled to theSoei inaccuracies; and that they would 
be corrected in the. next issue. We have just received (Wednesday afternoon) 
a copy oi the issue qf November 13th. Such corrections as are made are put 
in the tditorial column, where they are much less likely to ,be read than on the 
front page of lhe paper, where the misleading report of last week appeared. 

On readint! this week's issue, we immediately endeavoured to get into com
munication with the Editor, and found that he was out of the city. It is im
iposstble, therefore, for us to consent that the second! issue of The Oanadian Bap
tist following' the Convention, ·should go to ·the churches with the second mis
'leading report, without following it immediately Iby II; 'Word of eorrectio-n. 

In the front page article of the issue of November 6th, in the third para
graph 'from tile 'bottom, the Editor gives what purports to be the res01ution 
adopted by the Convention, in the following terms: 

"Be it resolved, that 1n view of .the discussions which have from 
time to tim.e taken place in .connection with the con£e.rring of honorary 
degTees by the Senate of McMaster Universj.ty, ,t-his Convention with
out intending any reflection on the Senate, relies on the Senate .to ex
ercise the grea~est care in conferring degrees of religious leaders whose 
theological viel\vs are known to be out of harmony wi.th the cardinal 

·doctrines of the principles of evangelical Christianity." 
T>he exact wording of the reso.lution, however, was as follows: 

"Whereas discus·sions have arisen from time to- time within this 
Convention regarding the action of .the Senate of McMaS'te1' University 
in granting certain 'honora.ry degrees, therefore be it resolved, that, 
without implying any reflection upon the' Senate, this Convention relies 
upon the Senate to exercise care that honorary degrees be not conferred 
upon religious leaders whose theological views a.re known to be out of 
harmony with the cardina'l principles of Evangelical ChriS'tiani.ty." 

I.t will be observed that the Editor's version says that the Convention 
"relies on the Senate to exercise the greatest ca.re in confeuing degrees-"; 
whereas the resolution actually says: "This Convention relies upon the Senate 
to exercise care that honorary degrees BE NOT conferred," etc. 

The second inaccuracy is much less important, but un.der the circum
stances, should be corrected. In view of the prominent part the Editor of 
this paper had taken in .the controversy, it wa.s only natural that his personal 
atti.tude to m3!tters ·be,fore °the Convention would be likely to have some influ
ence one way or the other in the Convention. I'll the four.th . paragraph from 
the bottom, Mr. Kipp says: "It was a happy thought of the chairman, Mr. 

., 
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Albert Matthews, who suggested a committee composed of Dr. Shields, Dr. 
Whidden, Dr. Farmer, Rev. John Linton and Mr. S. J. Moore, to retire from 
the Convention and, in private, seek a mutually acceptable ground." The 
fact is, it was the Editor of this paper who made the suggestion. Leaving his 
place, he went to the platform and proposed to the Chairman that a committee 
be appointed; and it was on his suggestion the matlter was :brought before the 
Convention. 

In the last paragr3;ph of the £1I".ont page article, Mr. Kipp says: 

"There is one thing absolutely essential now. The past must 
be forgotten. It must remain f-orever a closed book. The denomina
tion is sick and tired of this strife. It longs for peace that it may 
car·ry on its r,e'al work with a united front. The bones of con,tention 
have 'been buried. The battle axes have been destroyed. Woe betide 
the ghoul, wh-oever he may be, who digs up the horrible past Oil" forges 
new axes for more conflict. Let there be peace. Let ·suspicion and 
hatreds be forgot'ten. and with a solid, unbroken fr-ont, let the whole 
church line advance:" 

We regret very much the ·tenor of this paragraph. We have no doubt 
that "the denomination is sick and tired ,of this strife." We have 'been' "sick 
and tired" of it from the beginning; bu.t loyalty to. principle compelled us to 
take the stand we have taken. We believe a sound conclusion was reached at 
the London Convention. By that, we are prepared to abide; and upon the 
ba'sis -of the pr.inciples there expressed, to co-operate in our educational work. 
But we do not propose to throwaway our battle-axes. Our sword is unsheathed 
against Modernism. We believe the decision at London makes' it perfectly 
clear that .the Convention is determined that it win not stiffer Modernism to 
find a place in McMaster University. We hope everybody concerned will re
spect the Convention's expressed will, in which case our sword, at least, will 
be' emoloyed in fighting Modernism elsewhere. 

We come now to il:'he official repor.t of the Convention on pp. 4 and 5 of the 
issue of N overriber 6th. At the top 0.£ the first column, p. 5, the following 
occurs: 

"About seven o'clock it was p'roposed that Dr. Shields' amend
ment and the amendment to the amendment be drooped. and that the 
resolution the Toronto Associa.tion adopted last May be introduced. 
This was done." 

This is not a statement of fact. After the Senate's report had 'been sub
mitted and its adoption moved and seconded, we moved the following amend
ment: 

. "Whereas there has been much discussion as to the propriety of 
the action of McMastell" University in conferring an honorary degree 
upqn one who is known to be a leader among modernist theologians, 
the Convention, without intending any reflect.ion upon the ulS'tmgUlsne!l. 
recipient of the degree, hereby declares that the action of the University 
must not be interpreted as an endorsement by this Convention, of the 
theol'ogical views of the modernist theologian referred to; but reaffirms 
i·ts adherence to the doctrinal standards incorporated in ,the Trust 
Deeds and Charter of M-cMaster .University; and further, tha:t the Con
ve'l1tion relies upon the Senate and Board of Governors in the future 
to refrain from conferring a degree upon any religjous leader whose 
.theologi·cal views are known to be in opposition' to the principles of 
Evangelical Christianity." 

T·his was followed .by an amendment to the amendment, moved )by Rev. 
J. D. ~cLaC'hlan, in the following terms: 

"That this Convention reaffirms the confidence expressed 'bv the 
Walmer Road Convention, in 1922, in the Sena.te and Board of' Gov
ernors of McMaster University, in the administration of the ,trusts re-
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posed in them; and -that this Convention call upon the churches ,to con
tinue their full moral suppor,t of the University and the Colleges." 

After many speeches, Professor Keirstead proP9sed .the withdrawal of 'both 
the ame~dment' and the amendment to the aniend'ment, to permit the report 
to pass; suggesting that after that, ,the reSolution .passed a,t the Toronto Asso
ciat.ion last May, should be submitted. To this we consented, and offered 10 
withdraw our ·amendment; but Mr. Evan Gray, a member of the Senate, refused 
to consent tc;> ,the wi·thdrawal of tbe amendment to the amendment, 'and insisted 
that the' matter must go to a vote. 

We come now to the ed·itorial corrections in T,M Oanadian Bapti8t on !page 
8 of the issue of this week (November 13ih). In this" conn;e:ction, Mr. Kipp 
quotes the amendment we proposed, and comments as follows: 

"After this amendment had been'seconded Rev. J. D. McLachloan 
moved, -seconded by Dr. Rose, an amendment to the amendment ex
pressing .confidence in McMaste!l' University. 

"A long discussj.on took place upon the situation. After many 
speeches had been delivered, Dr. Keirstead proposed ,that ,the .two 
amendme1l'ts should be withdrawn and tha,t ·the report o;f the University 
for the year ·should be adopted. Then the resolution which had been 
adopted last May by the Toronto Association should be introduced and 
considered. This seemed to provide a way out 'of the deadlock of the 
afternoon. Many were willing to wi,thdraw the amendments; others 
wished a vote upon rhe two amendmen.ts. In a standing vote tbe 
amendment of Dr. Shields was sustained by 264 to 262 votes. But on 
the understanding that the Toronto amendmen.t was ,to -be introduced, 
Dr. Shields withdrew his amendment and die University report was 
adopted unanimously." 

The fae-t is, our amendment was never put to a vote. The vote was' oli 
the amendment to the amendment quoted' above, asking the Convention to re
affirm the confidence expressed in the' Senate and Board at Walmer Road: 
It was this motion of confidence in the Senate of McMaster University which 
the Convention refused to pass by a vote of two hundred :lnd sixty-four' to two 
hundrf)d and sixtY-~Q-., In other words: the Convention:was' aSKed: to ~epeat·· 
the expressi~n of confidence in the Senate passed at Walmer Road; and this, 
the' Conveil.tio~ l'efused to do, thereby virtually reversing tp.e Walmer Road 
Convention vote by a majority of two. Thus for the first time in thirty-six 
years, or since the establishment of the University, the Convention refused to 
express confidence in the Senate. 

We regret exceed,in,gly the necessity of correcting The Oanadian Baptist in 
this matter. We have tried to do it in the best -spirit; we are anxious only 
that the facts s'hould ,be put before the people. But we must here'by request 
that The' Oanadian Bapti8t shall maJke this correction next week; and tb,at ·tJhey 
s'hall publish the amendment to the amendmoot given above-which t,he Con
vent·ion refused ,to pas's-in order that the Denomination as a whole may know 
the facts. 

We should like to express our a,pp.recia1·ion of the, Editor's effort to correct 
the mistake' of last week; and we assume -that ·the furthet inaccuracies contained 
in his attempted .correction must be due to not having an ordered report of the 
proceedings !before him. At the same time, this is not an excuse; for The Oana
(Jian BaptiBt is the official 'Organ of the Convention; and the churches have a 
right to expect an absolutely accurate report of the Convention proceedings. 

We hope we have made it clear -that the Convention did not vote upon our 
amendment at all, bu,t voted down the motion of corufidence; whereupon, in 
order to keep faith 'With the Convention, we withdraw our amendment. ,The 
G08pel Witne88 does not reach all the readers of The Oanadian Baptist; and it 
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is th~refore imperative that these corrections ·should .bc made in ·the denomina
tional organ. 

'In view oi the failure of The Oanaaian Baptist to give a correct report 
o.f the proceedings of t'he Educational Sessio~ at London, thereby leaving the 
Convention constituency without the information necessary fairly to appraise 
the significance of the London Convention's action in respect to our prot.est 
against t.he honoring of Dr. W. H. P. Faunce, we remind our readers that 
in ~he statement covering t'he matter issued by the Senate January 14th, the 
followin.g paragraph occurs: 

"That this Senate call the' attention of the Baptists of Ontario 
and Quebec to the manner in which Dr. Shields has discharged the 
respo~si·ble tasks imposed on him by the Convention, and express the 
opinion that the circumstances hereinbefore recited are 'but symptoms 
of a general attitude toward the University, ·c'haracteristic of Dr. 
Shields. That this Senate further declare its ,belief that the actions 
and attitude of Dr. Shields make it obviously impossible to co-operate 
with him longer in any construct.ive work with .any hope of success." 
With this statement of the Senate before it. and after nine months' delib-

era~on, and following. immediately upon five hours' debate. the Convention 
re.fused to reaffirm the confidence in .the Senate expressed at Walmer Road 'n 1922, .and in spite of the Senate's strictures. by a 'ballot vote which was no 
snap and uncertain judgment. re-ele~ted the Editor of this paper to the Board 
of Governors for another term of four years. 

We s40J.lJd 'hav~ preferred that th~se fl!-cts shol,1ld h.~v.e been given to the 
churches through. The Oanaaian Baptist; 'but as that paper in two atteIDlpts 
failed to do so. we give the simple facts here. and leave it to our readers 
to appraise their vaiue. 

SOME AFTER-CONVENTION REFLECTIONS. 

Appointment of Dele~ates. 
There is a .possi·bility that some have formed a somewhat exaggerated esti

mate of ~he nU.mber of deleg!;ltes sellt t9 tpe rece.t\·t Convention by Jarvis Street 
Church. ~n our issue 9f October 2nd (No. 21) we made t1;te following sug-
gestion: . 

·"We ·hav.e b.egun to r~eive let-ters from d.istant Parts of the Con
vention, from brethren who .express regret .at ·their in.ability ,to atteJ:}d 
the Convention. We v.enture now oP.ellly and frankly to say ~o e.v~ry 
church that approves of the principle for which -we haye peen stand:ing 
in .respect to the honouring of Dr. Faunce, that if they des.ir!=· ~.o be ·rep
resented at the London Conventiol}, .and hav.e their yote recorded 'in 
favour of t1;te aforeme.nt.i.Q~d Iprin~iple·s, w.e wiII under~3;ke to find 
members in good standi rig of Regular Bapti&t Churches who will accept 
appointmen.t as their re·presentatives to go to London to yote in sup
.port of ·these princi,ples.,..,....that is to say. we' wiH send to any Baptist 
c,hurch who cann()t aff!)r-Q ~o s~nd delegates to LonQP.I}, the names of 
Baptists who wm go to. L-on~ol~ as t.heir .d~le~a.te~, to vote in harl,llony 
with the principles outllllcd 111 thc for.e,golllg article. We should be 
glad to hea·r from any church. through its pastor or other officer, who 
'desires to be represented 'by such proxies at London. Let;us hear 
.from such thy let.ter or wi.re at .0n~J" . 

We held no communication ;with anyone privately. ·but.made the above 
suggestion, as we said, "openly .and frankly". \Ve did it ;with great relu.ctance; 
and only ·because we knew that effor.ts to secure a large a~t.en.dance of prw:c:y 
delegates .were being made in other directions. 

-In response to the above paragraph, we were r·e<Iuest~d ~y three churches 
to supply two delegates eaoch; and !by four .churches -to supply 01l~ delegate each. 
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We sent d:he names of two persons not membe~ljI of Jarvi,s Street Church to one 
of the churches asking ·for two delegates; and the other eight delegates we,e 
members of Jarvis s.treet Church-making ten in all. In addition to this, the 
membership of Jarvis s.treet' entitled us to 'Send seventeen delegates; and the· 
full complement were pr'eosent. Jarvis Street was thus represented by twenty-
seven delegates. 

We should have been glad to have had all these proxy delegates appointed 
by Jarvis Street, unseaJted, by a genera.! application of the principle that dele
gates must be members of the appointing church. We were confident, how
ever, that no attempt would be m.ade to dci this, becau~e the applica1:ion of that 
principle would have resulted in the disqualification of a very much larger 
number who would be expected to op.pose the principles for which we stood. i 

~ow [hat the Convention is ove., however, and the next Convention is 
nearly a year distant, it might be well for the Convention constituency to' con
sider the advisability of some amendment to the constitution respecting the ap
pointment of delegates. In this c'onnection it may be useful to give a little ,his
tory. A special Educa.tional Conv,ention was conve·ned in Guelph, Ma.rch 271'1\., 
1888, for the purpose of considering the location of McMaster University:':'" 
whether it should be established at Woodstock or at Toronto. It would ap
pear from the Year Book of ;that date (1889) that the Convention included a 
large number of proxy delegates. We quote from the Year Book of 1889, 
pp. 9 and 10: . ~ I : I 

"The Chairman was asked to rule on two questions before pro-
ceeding to business: 

1st. 'What is the basis of representation? 
2nd. What is the principle which controls church election? 
The President Il"uled that the ·certificates of dele·gation from the 

churches are the bas'is of our Convell'tion. 
Moved by Rev. J. McLaurin, and seconded by Rev. P. A. McEwen: 
That this' Convention affirms that the delegates composing this bo<!>, must be 

members of the appoilltinjl' churches, and that this is the meaning of the Constitution 
of the H. M. Society of Ontario. ' . 

The Chairman ·ruled the motion out of order. as the same would 
amount to an amendment of the Constitution. He then gave hi,s rul
i·ng as f.ollows: What the Constitution does not prohibit, it permits. 
The Constitution does not prohibit a ,choice of delegates outside of 
membership. Some chur,ches have understood this to be· their 
privilege, ,and have acted upon this interpretation. The delegate's sent 
up by them must, .therefore, be accepted. Rev. J. McLaurin rose and 
appealed against this decision. The ruling of. the chair was sustained 
'by a large majority vote of the delegates present." 
From that date, the practice of requesting churches remote fr.om the place 

of meeting, to appoint others than their own members as theIr delegate's, has 
frequently been resorted to. We are ourselve'S ,co~vinced that the principle is 
an unsafe one; and may easily lend itself to much a.buse. Only in self-defence, 
knowing that the principle would be so largely used by those who were not in 
agreement with the ,pos~tion we had taken, did we make the suggestion to which 
we have above referred. . The ruling ()f the .Chair at ·the Guelph Convention 
was to the effect that what the cOlliStiJtution does not prohibit, it permits. Ob~ 
vi.ously, theorefore, to do away with this pr,actice al1:ogether, it would be neces
sary to amend the constitution so that it would prohibiJt any church appointing 
others than its own members as delegates. It is a significant fact, however, 
that the special Educational Convention at Guelph, in 1888, was 'so largely com
posed of proxy delegates; and that the location ,of the Universi,ty at Toronto 
wa~ settled by the vote of that Convention. 
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~fJe Btbole JiitJle ~unbal' ~tbool 1Lesson (:OUtSe 
Lesson LX. November 23rd, 1924. 

JOASH, ATHALIAH, AND JEHOIADA,.U Kings, chapters 11 and 12. 
In Ecclesiastes, the first chapter, verses four to ten, the wise man enunciates 

this principle: "The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that 
which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new·thing under the 
sun." Out of that principle comes the proverb that history repeals itself. The 
chapters before us are a repetition of ·earlier history, and a prophecy of the future. 

I. We Have Here the Age-long Attempt to Destroy the Seed Royal (vs. 1). 
1. The seed royal in this cal'e was a defenseless child. Truth often thus 

appears among men; yet God has HIs own way of taking care of the truth. 
God's purpose was wrapped up in the babe that was hid in the bulrushes, and 
in the Babe of Bethlehem; but, defenseless as they were, God's angels preserved 
them until the striking of His hour. 2. The attempts to destroy the ma-le child·ren 
in Egypt and in Bethlehem are illustrations of the same principle contained in 
the text. 3. Thus the enemy of souls, also would destroy the holy seed in the 
believer's life. The martyr fires were 'an illustration of the same satanic rage 
against the royal seed. The record of the corrupting influences which played 
upon the Christian church from the beginning, supplies many an illustration .. 
The present opposition to the Word of God is a present-day example· of the 
rage of Athaliah. 4. The seed royal is always preserved. The might of Egypt 
was powerless to destroy the babe in the ark of bulrushes; all the power of 
Herod could not slay the Babe of Bethlehem. And the murderous intenlion of 
Athaliah failed in the destruction of J oash. Again and again the stl'iking words 
are written: "They are dead which sought the young child's life." 

II. The Emergence of the Royal Seed fro~ Ohscurity. 
1. There were faithful men who contended for righteousness; and cardully 

guarded the legitimate heir to the throne. So God always has His s·even thous'
and who have not bowed the knee to Baal. 2. The ultimate coronation of the 
king shows how "truth crushed to e.a,rth will rise again". The true prophet will 
emerge from his hiding place: some Elijah wLll challenge the prophets of Baal; 
and some Mordecai will wear the chain of gold while Haman is hanged on the 
gallows prepared for Mordecai. This is the record of history .repeated again 
and again. 3. The enemy's overthrow ·(vss. 13-16) : The. sword of judgment may 
sleep long in its scabbard, but it does not rust; and the transgressor feels its 
keen edge at last. It is ever God's way to accomlplish His purpose through some 
one man who remains true to his trust. J ehoiada the priest was Judah's saviour, 
and was God's instrument in the preservation of the seed royal; 

. . 
III. The Primary and Secondary Ministries of Truth (chapter 12: 2). 

1. . That which seemed to be primary was really secondary. i'J ehoash did 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord"; and we do well to be gratefu:1 
for all who thus walk in righteousness. 2. What seemed to be the secondary, 
was the primary ministry. The king did right "all his days wherein J ehoiada 
the priest instructed him". It was really J ehoiada the priest who was the power 
,behind the throne. So the Lots have always been' in the habit of keeping com
pany with Abraham; and they are largely .what they are by Abraham's 
influence. The principle is illustrated in many a family. Behind the man of 
proniinence, often there is a praying wife or a praying and sacrificing mother; 
behind the king, a pr"iest who gives him instruction; behind the man of fame 
distinguished for some public service, some humble teacher or professor fro~ 
;whom he derived his inspiration. 3. But when God write·s the history of a 
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human Iif.e, He always reveals the source ·from which the goodnes's springs; and 
wheJl His books shall be opened, the cup of cold water shall receive its reward. 
4. But J ehoiada died at last, as all priests must: "And they truly 'were many 
.priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death." We 
have a Pricst Who never dies; and Who would fain stand with us and instruct 
.os all the way. Therefore, it .is possible for us to do that which is "right in the 
sight of the Lord", for our Prie'st ever liveth to make interces·sion for us. 

IV. How the House of the Lord was Keatored. 

1. There are always some breaches to he repaired: "Change and decay, in 
all around we ·see." In this I'ife everything we'ars out: walls' crumble, houses 
decay; and however well buil·t the house, it peeds taking care of. So of the 
,temple of truth. Though the faith was "once for all de'livered to the sain.ts", we 
must needs contend for it and repair the breaches. 2. The breaches were re
paired when the priest put the interests ot the house of the Lord before his own. 
God's work will prospe'r when we put Him first. 3. Jehoiada's simpJe plan of 
opening a treasury in the house of the Lord, and giving all the people oppor
.tunity freely to contribute, has never been surpassed. God's work is prospered 
by the multip~'ied offerings of His poor saints. 

Conclusion: 

The closing verses (17 to 21) are but a repetition of what has been said 
before a hundred times,-'the conclusion of one life, the end of opportunity, the 
's'hadow of death; and the .beginning of another generation. Who.is it that· 
writes this Bo.ok that tells the story of dying men succeeded by their sons, who 
also, in their turn, pass on? Yet the Spirit tha't breathes in this Book, can'ies 
one unfaltering purpose through it all, and proclaims it to be "the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever." . 

ENCOURAGEMENT FROM WITNESS READERS. 

'Dhe postman hardly ever ealls at the office now without 'bringing us good 
news of some sort from W~tne88 readers. ,Sometimes ILp.preciatlon is expressed 
by new subs'criptions, or the renewal of' old ones; sometimes by an ord,er 
for certain special numbers of The Witne88, :indicating that th!l~r messages have 
proved useful; sometimes we receive more extended letters, tellin,g us how the 
Lord has 'been 'lIleased to ·use the message of the' printed page. 

. One 'brother writes tlhls week ,from Pennsylvania, saying, "'I have just re
ceived my 'gold nu~get' In· the sh8lpe of The Gospel Witne88"; another 'letter 
comes to us ·from the Shetland Islands-tbe most northern point In Great 
Britain. 

The writer :is a member of a lIttle Blllptist church of twelve people; and 
tells us that his pastor recel-ved The Witne88 ·from someone and was in the 
habit of passing It around among the people. On account 'Of his wIfe's health, 
thl.s ·pastor bas -to retire from this little church; ibut our correspondent gives 
a glowing account o! .his ,pastor's faith,fulneas to the Word of GOd. He says 
they are .praying for another .pastor to .be sent to them. He expresses his 
regret that he cannot send us a contrilbuUon for The Go8pel Witne8s; and 
ex;plalns that tlhey have to d'O all they can to support the wor.k of Home Missions 
in IScotland, ,by 'which their little churoh. is assisted; and. that they are doing 
what they can tor the iRussian iMissionary iSociety" which he believes to !be a 
very worthy wor.k. Then he ·~~lls us of il!.is anxiety for ·the salvation of h.s aw~ 
children; and requests us earnestly to pray that God may bring them to Himself. 
. We confess t'O have been thrllled! to discover that ·the messlllge of Jarvis 

Street was reaching the Shetland Islands. Weare going to send several copies 
of The Witness each ·week to that little church in ·the north of .Scotland as a 
mIssionary contrl'bution; and we ask our readers ear·neatly to ,pray th~t Go""!,! 
blessing may 'be u:p0l;1 His faithful peopl!! at that .distant point. 

'. 


