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"And Aliab said to Elijah, Hast tlhou found me, 0 mine onemyl and he 
answered, I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in tho 
sight of the Lord.. .. -I Kings, 21: 20. 

r5]
HIS. c'hapter contai·ns a sto'ry of the fatal issue of an evil desire. 

T Aha·b set his heart upon the possess·ion of a vineyard that be-
. longe,a to another. Ahab's 'besetting sin was covetousness: he 

always wan,ted more. He was a rich man, he was a king, he had 
large territor,ies over whi,ch he ex·ercised his ,governmental sway, 

he had houses and lands and vast treasures; but he 'was '. ne'ver' content-he 
always wanted mo·re. And, so, he cast his covetous eyes' upon the well
cultivated aoo' valuable vineyard of Naboth, and determined to possess it. 

. The Record of an Evil Desire. 

The sin of which this 'chapter is a record, began wi.th an evil d·esire. "Keep 
thy heart," the wise man said, "with all diHgence; for out of it are the issues 
of life". Not infrequently young peop'le dream d,reams: they s'et their hea,rts 
upon S'Gme imaginary treasure, something that is now beyond' their reach, 
but something which they would like to possess: I urge upon you this morning,. 
the necess·ity of being careful of your day-dreams, of being car~'ful what 
ambitions you cherish, what ideals you s·et 'before you, what desires you 
entertain in your heart. The Lo'rd Jesus told us to lay up for ourselves 
treasures in heaven rather than upon earth; while Paul in· the Epistle' to the 
Colossians, says, "Set your affection '0011' things above, not on things on the· 
earth .... We must be careful of out affections; we must give 'heed to the desires 
which' we permit to dwell within us. For if you do not obtain gr~ce to crus'h 
that desire while it i's nothing more' 1han a desire, there 'is grave' danger t'hat 
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when it :has born fruit in word and deed, and has been transla.ted into char~ 
actor and conduct, it may get :beyond you. The time to extinguish a fire is 
when, it begins; the time to call ,in the fire 'brigade is not when tthe roof il 
falling in, ·but when you see the first sign· of smoke. 

That is why we ought tto be supremely concerned for the sa:lvat·ion of 
young pe'ople,-that their hearts may early ,be possessed of the SpirUt of God, 
that they may be closed to all evil desir·e; that the fourutain of life may be 
purified by having put in their hearts the sa:lt of divine grace. Then out of 
the heart will i&sue streams that are pure, and that will be beneficent in their 
in41uence upon others. Let us not judge ourselves only by the words we speak, 
or by our actions'; for the Lord does DlOt look upon the outward appearance: 
He sees the desire while it is s,till secret and unexpressed. The life may be 
outward'ly circumspect, the ma.n or woman may be eminent·ly respectable. the 
Christian may seem to be wa~king consistent'ly, and yet one may cherish in his 
or her heart s&me ambition, some day-dr·eam, some secret desire, that is 
contrary to the holy wiH of God. Therefore, "keep thy heart (when we say 
that, we mean ,by the gra·ce of God, of course)-keep thy heart with all dili
gence; for ()ut of it are the i'ssues' of life". 

How Desire Finds Expression. 

Then, you will notice ,that this secretly-cheris'hed desire, like a fire, burned 
ieself out ·in·to the open at last, until Aha·b communicated to someone else the 
desire o'f his heart? And because he cOilld not o'btain the vineyard, he laid 
himself down upon his couch and turned his face to the wall and, sulked like 
a spoiled child. 

You will o.bserve, too, -that this s'in began to multip'ly itself; and that 
which at first was only a desire to obtain wha't belonged to somebody else, 
is'sued at last in lying and murder; and that secret d'esire dyed the hands of 
Aha'b wi'th blood, and brought him from ,the throne of Israel literally to the 
dogs. What nonsense 'people talk When they say it does n'ot make any differ
enc·e what a man believes so long a's his life is rightl My friends, if you believe 
the wrong thing, your life will not ·be right very long: "As he thinketh in 
his heart, so is he". And remember, that in time, s,in will ,burn itself out, 
and will multiply itself, and leave death and d'es,truction in its train. If we 
knew, anyone of us, the awful power of sin; if we knew that 'behind the slight
est ev:il thought, and every desire that is conttiary to the will of God, there is 
all the ·power of hell itself, we should 'be afraid of ourselves; we s'hould be 
afra.id in the presen,ce of th'is awful power which has .brought unnumbered 
millions down to des'tru,cHon. Do nolt get into the habit, boys, o'f saying that 
,that little ·prevarication-what do I mean by that?-you can spell it in three 
letters: it means a I-i-e. an untruth.-Don'tt get into the habit. of calling it 
CIa whit,e lie". There are no wbite lies:' they are all blaclk, black as the pit. 
Don't get into the habit o'f making light 00£ that word Ithat slipped from your 
tongue, that you would 'be ashamed ,to have your mother hear, or your sister 
hear. That l.ittle thing will grow and grow until the little mo~ntain rivulet 
will ·become a mighty river, which all the engineers of the world cannot dam: 
it will ,become a Niagara at last, because there ,is aU the power of ·hell behind 

. it: Just 'see how this man, yielding himsel'f to 'an evil desire-although he 
was a king upon a tthrone-at la.st resorted to lying and murder-anything at 
all to gain his end. That is sin I And H. began with a thought, not with an 
action. It began with wrong thinking, with wrong d'esires. And the only 
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help for any of us is to have the fountain cleansed at ~ts source, and a new 
heart and -a right spi'rit put within us. 

The Blinding Effect of Sin. 

N ow, I want you to consider for a minute or· two the -blinding effect of 
Slin. \Ve are admonished in the New Testament to "take heed les·t any be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin". Sin is. itself a deceitful thing; and 
I would have you o'bserve how it deceived Ahab. It -came to him with fair 
promises. When 'he looked upon the vineyard of Naboth with its finely
cultivated vines and luscious clusters of grapes, (I rather think it m:ust have 
been harvest time, the· time when the grapes were ripe, that Ahab coveted 
that vineyard) he supposed if he couId ,possess- that which rightly belonged 
to another, he would be enriched thereby. The sequel of the story shows 
that that vineyard- proved to him more deadly than a thousand rattlesna.kes. 
He thought i,t was 'a prize, whereas' it was something tha.t should have been 
shunned, and against who'se attraction his eyes ought to have -be'en closed. It 
is the story of Eden over again. It was "when the woman saw that the tree 
was good f.or -food, and that it was pleas'ant to the eyes, anrd a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of the 'fruit thereof, and did eat"; and it 
was when Aharb saw the fruit of Na:bo,th's vineyard, -his mouth watered for it. 
He said, "if I could only have that"-but his mind was rblinded to the great 
trwth that that which is forbidrden always proves a curse. 

Sinners Call Their Enemies Friends. 
Now another thing: When he could not rea,dily acquire it, lezebel came 

to his 'he1p; and if you :had talked to Ahab a'bout Jezebel on thlat particular 
day I have no doubt he would have said, "The queen is the greatest woman 
in the world." I ,fancy tha.t Ahab and Jezebel d·id not always agree, for such 
chraracter's very lrikely had their own times together; but ·on this particular 
occasion when J eze,bel came and sai!d, "Dost thou now govern the 'kingdom of 
Israel? ar'ise, and eat bread, and let thin'e heart be merry, I will give thee the 
vineyard o'f Naboth the Jezeelite", I can 'fancy I see Aha'b getting up and 
saying, "What a wond'erful woman my wi'fe is I" She would -have been far 
more wonderful lif she had 'forbidden him to take it. You will be wise if you 
do not always- complain of your wife when she says, "No"; don't complain if 
s'he does not al'ways agree with you. Perhaps you need somebody to dis
agree with you. Ahab's great curse was, that he had a wi.fe. who always 
helped him in hi's wrong-doing. 

Some boy here says, "So-an'd-So is my fmend·." Are you sure, my boy, 
that he is your friend? Does he rebuke your wrong-doing? Does he make 
you un'comforrta'ble when you d-o wrong? Can you embark on a wrong course 
with the approval of that -boy that you call your friend? Then you had better 
get out of his c-ompanyl Anyone who helps you to do wrong is no fmend of
yours. You may caU him a friend; you may .be ·so blind:e'd ,by your own d.esire 
to poss'ess' the 'forbidden thing, that you a·re willin'g to caU anybody your 
friend who will help you to wor·k out your own :plans. Beware, you young 
people,-'b-eware of the companionship of any man or woman in whose com
pany· you can· think lightly of sin. Choose, rather, the 'company of those 
whose character and conduct are alway's a rebuke to -wrong-doing. 

Sinners Call Their True Friends Enemies. 

Look n'ow a.t the opposUte principle. Ahab came to ta'ke possession of the 
wn'eyard he had stolen. He had obtained irt a:t the price o'fblood. And when 



4 THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

he arrived, there stoo·d that stern, rugged prophet; and Aha·b looked at him 
and said, (I think he a·lmost hi:ls·ed it), "Hast thou found me, 0 mine e!lemy?--:
You are ·always getting across my path." At anoo,ther time he sa.id, "Art thou 
he that troubleth Israel?" Any m'an that forba-d·e Aha·b .to do his wicked will 
was counted an "enemy". Any man that rebukes eVlil, is l·ooked upon as his 
"enemy" by the evil-doer. I remember when I was a lad, my father'·s for
bidding me to :be· foun.d in the company of cer,tain ,boys. When I played WJith 
one or two of ,the boys, an'd I came in, he would say, "With whom have you 
been to-day?"-I did not want to tell him. And there were certain boys
I did not know why-certain boys about whom 'he would say, "Now, don't 
let me find you ;in their company again. I forbid you abso'lutely to have any
thing to ·do wirt:h them." I wondered why he took th1at attitude. They were 
the finest ·boys I knew: they were the very boys I would rather play with 
than anyone else. Long since, I have learned that my father was very much 
wiser than I; and .he ha'd a reason for it. 

There are many other things, young people, ahout which our elders some
times advise us. And ·even young boys and girls somet,imes set up their own 
opinions against mother and father; and youn·g ,people, young men and young 
women,-now you won't be offended at this, will you?-when we get up to. 
about s'evenoteen or eighteen, there is not much that we don't know, is there? 
We are di'sposed to say, if father or mother cross our path, "They forget that 
they were young once; they are ald-'fashioned." When you are out-o·f-sarts 
because someon'e says, Dan't do ot,-remember this lesson. Here is a king 
like a spailed chii'd, turning .his face to. the wall,. moping and sulking because 
he cannot have has ·own way,-just as some hay who. is he.re this marning did 
the othe.r day. Hecause mother did not let you have yaur own way and do 
same qnjuriaus thing, yau threw yourself on the ·bed and pouted and sulked. 
You were nearly ill, weren't you? Aha:b wa:s just a grown-up baby. He 
sulked. And when the man whom he feared more than anyone else ,because 
he had so. aften rebuked him, stood across his path, he said he was his 
"enemy". 

Why the Gaspel Is Unpalatable. 

That is why ·some people do not like the ·gospel a'f the Lo.rd Jesus Christ, 
because it teaches us that sUn cannoll: be played with. We cannot trifle with 
these tbings: we cannot take fire into ·our 'bosom and not ·be burned: "Sin, 
when· it is finished, ,bringeth fonth de'ath." "The wages of sin is death." 

"Be Sure Your Sin Will Find You Out". 

When he met ELijah, Ahab said: "Hast thou found me, 0 mine enemy? 
And ·he answered, I have found thee". Where did .he find rum? Right in the 
vineyard. What a wondedul stary that isl The king was elated, jubilan't,
"No~ I am going to have it. I have wan this ,time." He goes dawn into 
the Vlineyard, and ,there is the one man 0.£ a:ll men in the wo.rld that he would 
rather not have seen. Stern, forbidding, the praphet stood in th-e mi.dst cif 
his possession. Yau cann~t 'CIa wrang without meetin.g Elijah somewhere. 
He will find yau. "Be 'sure yaur sin wil'l find you owt". Yau may sUp in the 
back door 'and think nobady sees yau, but mother will find i,t out. There is 
no. use trying to cave.r up wrang-daing. Sil). will discover ~tself, it will always 
come out. Elijah will find you; canscien.ce will re·buke you; .the Spi~it of 
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God will convict you of Slin . There is no joy, my friend's, in the way of evil. 
"The way of transgressors is hard." 

Jezebel or Elijah? 

Now, 1 want to be very simple and elementary this moming. 1 would 
have you boys and girls car,ry this lesson -with you to school and everywhere. 
1 want it to .be wi·th you as you do your lessons. The rest of us can carry 
it to our homes, our shops, wherever we worle. Remember, we have our 
choice always between two things: Our choice is always between Jezebel 
and Elijah, ,be·tween the vodee that promises us pleasure and profit in the way 
of our own des·ires, and the voice' that" ·threatens us' with judgment if we 
d'on't repent and turn to God. The voice that promises us pleasure in the 
way of our own desires, we call the voice of a "fmend"; and the voice that 
tells us that in the way of selfwill ·there is nothing ·but judgmend:, we are d.is
posed to call ,the voice of an "enemy". Yet Elijah was the illest friend that 
Ahab ever had. Elijah was the man who wanted to save Aha'b from going to 
the d'ogs,-and he did go to the dogs a·t la·st. Thedogs Licked his blood. Sin 
brought him down to utter ruin; and it will do the same to all who .refuse 
to repent. 

. Our Lord Jesus rebukes sin; ·but He is the 'best Friend we ever had, 
young people. He is a wonderful Friend; and in ()rder to save u's, He went 
all the way >1:0 the cross 'for us. We read this morning how Paul sll'id, "God 
forbid that 1 should glory, save in the cross o·f our· Lord Jesus Christ". Will 
you take that chapter and read about Naboth's viney~d? Will you look at 
the picture? Yond,er is the gravel And the dogs w~re to lick Aha'b's .blood. 
And Ahab said; I am going to have my own way. And Jezebel helps him 
toward his destruction, and cries, "Go on! Go onl" Elij'ah stands across hos 
path, and says, "Back! back! Repent, and turn to God, or you are going to 
be lost yonder." But whaot does Ahab do? He comes forward to pus'h Elijah 
out of hois way, and 'says, "Has,t thou found me, 0 mine enemy'?" And there 
is the grave yond-er! There it st'ands 'beneath the shadow of .the Cross': 

"T.here Lies :ben'ea,th its shadow, 
But on the 'farther side, 

The dar·kness of an 'awful grave 
Tha.tgapes both deep and wide; 

And there between us stands the cross, 
Two arms outstretched to save, 

Li·ke a watchman set to guard the' way 
From that eternal grave." 

Shall we turn back? Shall we turn to God this morning? "I have found 
thee; be'cause thou has s()l'd thyself to w01"k evil in the ·sight of the Lorq".
Are you going to sell out to Satan? Judas so'ld his I.;ord for thirrt:y pieces ()f 
silver-or ,thought he ddd-'but discovered that he had sold himself. Aha·b 
di·d the 'same thing. How many ·of us will turn to our one >1:r~e Friend, and 
repent, and 'believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and find everlaMing life in Him? 
Let us ask Hoi-m to help us. 

LAST THURSDAY 
There was a ·great a:ttendance a>t the Bible leoture. Four believoers were 

baptized. While our services are held in Massey Hal1~ baptismal seiI'vices will be 
held every Thursday evening. 
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, , The 'publication. of thil 'p;;per al a milsionary .enterprise is ~ade I,lossibl~ by the gifts of 
members of 1 arvi. Street Church and others, and is sent to subscrIbers by mail for· $2,00 
(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing. 
we shall be grateful for any thank-offering you may be abe to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time~ and especially for your frayen that the melsalj"e of The Witness may be used by 
the Holy Spirit for the defence 0 the Faith; the salvation of souls, and the exaltation 01 

. Ch{ist. As, our. f!,nds .make it poseible,'1!e hope to add to our free list, from time to time, 
_ .. ,the names of mlDlsterS'at home and'mlsslOnarles abroad. ' . 

.. - ' ....... ;. -

:EDITORIAL 
'''WHAT IS THE ISSUE?" 

The' follo>wi'ng a'P.peared i.~. our issue oi Octo,ber 2nd: 
"WIlen aJl the smolre of battle clears away, what is ,the issue in the contro

'versy that has for some -time distul"tbed our -denominational life? Notwith
standing all ,the events which had ';preceded the last ConvenUo,n, the .Editor of 

. this paper' went to !Montreal resolved to assume the sincer.ity of the .Senate and 
Board of o.oveornor:s of McMaster University, in ·their professions of orthodoxy 
made at the Walmer Road' Conven·tion, and Ito use !What liottle influence he 
might have' in' lin '81ttem'Pt to hold the governin.g ,Bodies of -th~ Univers"ity to 
their professions. He accordingly publicly .pledgle~ ·Ms· suvport ·to the new 
Chancellor. on condition .the affairs of the Universioty wer.e administered in 

,agreement with the stand8lrd the ·Universi·ty had set up. Ln view of the Uni
'versity's urgent ,need: ·!lOlr fnnds, it seemed imperative that ·some IIIttempt should 
/be mad.e "to' fin-d a :basis of und·erstandinog, in o·rder that the Denomination might 
'move fOl"'Ward unitedly in .su.p.port O'f our educlIItional wor,k. This .pu·blic 'Pled.ge 
was given after much .thought, and with a determination, so far as we !Were 
concerned, to let by-gones 'be ,by .. gon·es; ·for, aliter' all, persooal considerations 
are o·f:·relatively small importllJllce .. 

. But 'following' upon this, about a ,month J.ater, ·the first 'Public act of the 
new :Chancellor was· ,the conferriong of an ·honour upon a man who, while called 
a B81ptist, .is nOltoriously agg~s~ive ~n the propagation of the ·princi.ples o·f Mod· 
ernism; an-d who in his publishe4:',wo'r'ks, 'ha.a boldly d·e·fied every fundamental 
of the Ch,risti-an faith ... ' ;We ".I,~rotes~ed agains.t this a~t: we took the ground 
that McMaster University was es.tabl.ished to ~a~t Ch·rLst; and ,tha.t to use its 
powers to put a laureJ lIl!pon,·the ib:ro'w of a .ma,n 'who would, uncrOlWn Jesus Christ, 
was a flagr·ant ibetrayaI Of ,the, tJniversi·~y's trust, aI).d a lbetrayal of the Den~iIlll
nwtion as a whole: Because of our '1>roOOst, we Ihave in certaIn quarters ibeen 
proclaimed a denominational outlaw. But ,the issue a.t the fO>l'thcoming Conven
'tion:. will. not 'be' the')Editor. of this ,pa,per, ·but whether the Oonvention approves 
:01 th'e uSe '01 the :University's :powers to honour a man who dishonours Ohrist. 
:., : : The Eastern "Association~ ·.tlie WbitibY-Linds'ay Association~ the Northern 
-Amociation,: and the'Toronto Association,' hav,e, iby resolution, en:d·orsed the 
·:pri.nc"i,ple 6·f -Our protest.-- I't'i.s nO longer a 'personal IDll;tter. At least four Assa
'ciwtions ,1iave,·joinid·· In' foma.!' protest against iMdMa.Ste~'saction.The men 
who vo.ted' ·for ,those resol-u.tion-s in their reSlpective Associatiooos, can ,be dep·en.ded 
upon to support in the Convention ·the princip,les they sup,poflted in the.ir Asso· 
ciations. U McMaster ·forces· the Issue, it ow'Ul InevLta'bly d.ivide .Ilhe Convention 
and make denomin8ltional unity Jil:ithis'Oon,yention an .im'PoBSi.blUty for years 

"'to' Come.·"·MdMasi.e~ U~iv~r$ity ihas ~ohe w~ong. We t:aliEid it a '\biunder" in 
-th~ beginning, bilittheir "justification of ithe' '''blnn'der'; ~ little. less tha!l 
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treason. We believe ·that nearly :all the denomin!l!tion!l!l leaders in their he ants 
recogn,ize their mista:ke. It 'will be wisdom on ,th.e ,part of the Senate and 
Board to ackuowledge .their mistake, aud: .to ,pledge themselves to "bring fo,rth 
fruits, meet for re,pent!l!nce" in these matte'rs. There C!l!n be IlIO forgiveness for 
anyone, either an individual or an institution, so long as wron'g·doing is jus,tI· 
fled. We repeat, the one single issue at the Oonvention will be this, Does the 
o.onvention approve of the use of McMaster University's powers to honour a 
man who dishonours OMist'! lJet the delegates come prepared to answer that 
question with their ballots! 

ABOUT THE CONVENTION. 
We confess an utter lack of personal concern as to what the Convention's 

action in our educationa'l affairs may be. It is so difficult to obtain a full 
.' represen.tation o( 'all our churches that any d,ecision· is onlly a partial expres

sion of the denominational will at best. But 0'£ one tthing we are 'Sure: If 
the Senate of McMaster were wis'e it would ple'ad guilty to a flagrant offence 
against the evangelical. sense of the d'enomination in the Faunce mattre, and 
aslk 'fo.r mercy. Its offence ,cannot be mitigated by abtising the Editor of this 
paper. If he were the worst man in the world, the faot would remain, that 
MoMaster us'ed its powers to honor a man who is recognized as one of the 
foremost champions of theological HberaHsm in America. Thousands of 
peop'le in Toronto know what Jarvis St. stands for. There is s,carcely a 
Baptist 'church in Toronto in which ,there are not many witnes'ses to the 
character of its work. If the Senate seeks to justify itself 'at our cxpense, 
it will only wake more 'enemies for itself and more friends for us. For the 
sake of the Denomination we hope the Converution will clean hous'e, for our 
own sake and .the sake of Jarvis St. ,Church we could almost wish it. wou:ld 
repeat the fol'ly of last January. 

We shan 'await the issue with a feeling 'of complete detachment, relting 
in P.salm 37: 5-6. 

SOME OF THE FRUITS OF THE NORRIS MISSION. 
"The wind 'bloweth where it Iisteth, and thou heares'~ the s,ound thereof, 

but canst not tell where it cometh, and whither it goeth." It is, however, 
often ,possible tto ,trace the course ,of the wind a'fter .it ha's passed; and there 
are few more interesting studies to the believer than to observe how the Holy 
Spirilt operates in bringing sinners to Christ. . 

Before Dr. !Norris came to Toronto, we plllbIished a speci,al edi,tion of The 
Gospel Witness, a. ,co!py of which was put into IIlboult fUty4ive th,olusand Tor.onto 
homes. That Witness 'contained a story of J?r. 1N,0rr.is' grea.t fightt for f'reedom to 
declare .the w;hole counsel of God,; and the story shows that he Ibegan his 
crusade againBit unrighteousness ~,hile E!11toll" of "The Standard", a. .Ba.ptist 
paper pUiblished at Dallas, in an 'attack upon ,the e'Vils of race-track ga.mbling. 

"Now to our story: The're was a certai,n man living in a put of Toronto 
who, some yeans a,go, estalblished an hon~st Ibus-iness, and enjoyed a great 
measure of prosperity. 'But the ,g,am'bling fever ,laid hold upon him, Sind he 
fO/und 'htimse~f ,possess'ed of .the instinct of a ~uccess'ful gam1bler, so much so that 
his advice was sought Iby many accustomed to !bet upon ,the r-aces. The inevit· 
able res.u1,t followed. His ,busines's decli~ed, and his ,best custo.mers were 
aliena.ted from him. He found, as all such ,find, tha;t there .is -no ·ploeasure or 
profit in ill·gatten g'ains; and that money -thus acq'uired is lost as r,aJpidly as 
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it is made. A certaIn ISunday befo're Dr. Norris 'came to 'Tol'on,to, this man spenot 
in illeasure con the [sland. Returning home IMe, he found' his wife had 
retired; and he sat down to read. Feeling, for some reas'on, very restless, he 
weIlJt to ,his ,front door, ,there to discover Ijjh'at someone had put a copy of the 
Norris ed'ition o,f The Gospel Witness through the letter box. He. picked it \lip 
and began to read; and he read how thIs man 'of God hSid ·fought racEl-/track 
gam·bUng bec8iUse o,f the ev.il I,t accomtllished in .the lives of its devo.tees. An 
arrow ,from the Lord smote him, and he was tJh.ere 'and then deeply convicted of 
sin; an·d fell upon ,his knees and cried for mercy. It was five o'clock in the 
morning befo,re hoe ro'SEl from his ,knees. The ,neXit {I:ay ·he went to the home 
of a member of Jarvis 'St. Church, a former cus1;omer, and asked her .to com
munIcate wUh her Pastor and arra:nge for an 'Interview. !She did, so, and the 
day following he came to see us. Wheth'er he' was 'convel'ted during those hours 
upoon hIs knees, cr later, we are not sure, Ibut we know that he lef.t us that 
day rejOicing ,in God his ,Saviour. This was in July ,last. !Soon after this he 
W81S ;blllptized. A little later his wife was ;blllptized. But h.is conversIon took 
place before Dr. Norris arrdved in the ICity, and as a result of reading the 
story of Dr. Norris' vaUant ;fight against evil, as contained in .the special 
num'ber o,f The Gospel Witness. 

lAnd now, once again, ,for the sequel: The Influence this ibr,Qlthe'r had 
exerted for evil he now endeavoured to exert ion the interests o'f the souls of 
men. Goln'g home ,from prayer-meeting one onight, he invited a cOlLple of boys 
sixteen or seventeen yean of age to g'O! 'Into hds home; and there they had a 
wondel'ful ,p-rayer -meeting. Then he decided to ho'ld! a meeting in his home 
for ,bQ1Y·s of that age on Wednesday evenl'ngs. The first Wednesday he had only 
two. La!>t Wednes,day he had twenty-oone. Lsat ISunday even:ing 'we 'baptized 
slx of these young men who ,had :been ledl to ChrIst through this ,brother's 
testimony. The distrIct in which this 'brother lives .Is ,perhSips two and a half 
or three miles ,from the church, :but ,the lads I\vhich he h'as g,!IIthered together 
there me'at o,r a ISunday morning, Sind come in a ,body to Jarvis St. Bible School. 
There they are taught by another ,teSicher, to whom they have become deeply 
devoted. Our last repol't was that there 'were nineteen i.n thi,s one class. This 
Is but one o,f -many stories we shall hav.e ,to. ,tell of ,the plessIng which lIIt.tended 
Dr. Norris' mission. 

In the same district ;from which this fine group o·f young men come, the 
lady to whom ,tM,s former gam'bler turned for StIiri,tu.al 'advice, now hoJ.ds a 
class in her own home, gathering .a compll;lly of YOlllUg girls aJbout he'r. On.e of 
these was baJptized last !Sunday evening. ,Surely this ,is the a.postolic method. 
It should Ibe written of ,those who !believe in the' Lord Jesus .now !liS i'll apostolic 
times: "And da.i'ly i'n the tem.ple and in every hous'e they ceased not to ,teach 
and preach Jesus Christ." .This was the great mess'age 'Dr. Norris'lbrought UII, 

and tMs is the messa'ge which n'OfW ,is 'belllring fru.ft. 

ABOUT OUR MISSIONARY OFFERINGS. .. 
We mention with reluctance a matter that has come to ·ou.r attenHon. Th'ere 

SJeems to 'be no limit to whic'h s'ome people wiU go who are determined to 
discount the work 'of the Lord in Jarvis Stre·et C'hurc'h. We have re'cently been 
info.rmed that one occupying an official position denominationally is respon
sib'le for the statement that reports of missionary contri'butions from Jarvis 
Street Church have been exaggerated and are not true to fact. 

We dQ not propos'e 10 argue this question; 'but we he·reby inform the Bap:. 
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tists 'Of Ontario and Quebec that the Jarvis St~et books are open f,or 1n,specti'O;l, 
~nd ,that any me~ber of imy Regular Baptist Church" wi-thin the Cqn'0ention is 
invfted to bring the most expert accountant 'he can p,nd, and go over'the--ja:tvis 
Street books 'at any time, and, compare them' with the printed reports, If one 
so}itary er,ror can be found, o'r any discrepancy ,between ,the ',reports' pubHshed 
and the Trea'surer's books, 'we wiH .taketthe fronlt page, 'of The·.WUness to' pubf
lish out' apology for the error. We remind denominational officials t,hat- ~there 
is a Book which ,says, "The tongue is a fire, a world ,of -iniqu-ity: so is the 
tongue among 'our membe!l"S, that it defile:th :t-he w'hole body, and setteth 'On fir'e 
the co~rse of nature; and it i~' set on firio'f hel1 ... · The ch~'llenge 'of this para
graph i~ seriously i~s~ed to the entire Denomimitio'n. We are determi,oed that 
such wilful slander 'shaH cease. 1£ there" is a~y repetition of ,this, we .will 
pub'lish the names of the official slander~ni?ri~ers~ ,." ,: 

~ ,.. . .' ',"" : 

A CALL TO PRAYER., 

When the disciples, ,on ~ 'certain occasion, enq4ired' of the r.;or'd· why 
they were not a'ble to ,cast out an evill spi.rilt; the' Lord' replied: I'Th-is' kind 
cometh not for,th 'but by prayer 'and "fas.ting." In' that statem~n:t He laid 
down the principle th3!t there are' degrees of spiritual power, both ori 'the side 
of evil and, of good; and that to ,be vi,ctorious ,against certain 'evi'l power~, 'a 
greater measure of spkitual power is necessary. . . 

God has gr,aciously shown' us 'many" mirac1es-- in "j'arvis St. wnich have 
been accomplished' in answer to uncea'sing prayer; bu.t we h-ave come to;'a 
place where we need more prayer because we need mqre'po.wer, ,The" prayer
meetin,gs are a perpetual marvel. We, are nearly a:~ the, ,end of ·.-t4e .f'q'u!th ' y!!ar 
,in which these three great weekly meetings have been, contin,ued. B.ut this 
.is ,to appeal to all our members to be not ~eary ,in this' holy' min'si-try of 
inter,!:ession.. The great increase in our Bible ',SchooI, t·he ev:e~-multipiying 
activities of the church, the schools and c1as'ses which 'are opening, ~p outSide 
th~ Ibuiiding, and in the great campaign ,of visiting fr'om lious~, ,to 'house, a~~ 
now in this great Massey Ha11 ven-ture,-al1'thes~lthi~gs cali us topray'more 
earnestly I1:han ever 'for God"s blessing, upon His' wOJ:lk.', . .: .',', . ,~ 

We espe-ciatly ask our re,adel1s to Pray"th~t God Il'.ay 'set if.i,s.sei1Y'.up~n:"th~ 
work in Massey Halt Weare hoping by these, 'serv:ices to' re,~ch th,o~~3!nds ',pf 
non-church-going ',peo,ple during the winter. 'We 'P!,QPc?'s~, 't'Q car~y ~he',Gbs:p,ej 
into thousands of -homes where now Itl),e voi~e, of prayeI; .is, ~'eyer, "lieM-:d:,'. W,e 
IIlsk our readeirS daily ,to Il"emember aU these activities it: the. t:hr.one of 'Gr.aGe.~·,' 

Another reason for. ,our being' much i~Praye,r; 4S th'a't:we 'need inore '~qney.. 
We 'have 'had no lack hit-herto, and are!, ~01llfid~nt "tha,t, 04r, ,Iie,eds wiit be 'sup~ 
pHed; but the' demand for more r{)om,' and' :the ,'cert~inty tha't, W~ shall ~ery 
soon have to facl! the pcroblem of, undertaking a great, "builditjg, enterpr.i'se, 
cons.titutes an additional ca·)l to the children,'of fa.ith. ,We, ther,efore, u:rge"all 
our members regu'la.rly t-o pray that God wnrrai&~ up friends"for .our'woik; and 
move the hea.r,ts ,and hands of many o'f iI,s ~tewa~ds, 'ii), ''Or-"der' <tohat out' 'gr'o:wing 
needs may be supplied. " ' " , " , , ..' ,~ ',', : 

-------~- ... \.' ", ..... ; . '. -
.: .- .. : .. :: .... :: .. '.:.~ :::::.",': 

THE:'MASSEY HA,LL 'EVANGELISTIC ,CHOIR;;~:' .. , •. :::'" 

Every' 'member of Jarvis 'St. Chulrch who"has~: v6ice 'to' Sinldl! rn~it~'d 'to 
joijI the choi,r; and be present Friday, Oct. 17th; at 8 0'210ck,"fqr practice, i,n 
Jarvis St.Churc'h. This, of course, spe~ial1y applies to, you.ng pe,ople., 
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~be mlbole JJi&le I§>unbap ~tbool 1Le~~on €our~e 
Lesson LVI. October 26th, 1924. 

MINISTRY OF ELISHA-II Kings, Chapters 3 and 4. 
These c'hapters give us a further record of the exercise of supernatural 

power by Elisha, in which his ministry is ~r~kingly typical of ~he min~·stry of 
our Lord Himself. 

I. CHAPTER THREE. 
1. In verse ten we have an illustration of how man chal!'ged God f-oolishly. 

Thes~ Icings laid t·heir own plan·s, apparently, without referr.ing .to the will of 
God. But when difficuhies were encountered, they ,I-aid all ,their tr·oubles to 
God's Marge. So do men .live in utter neglect of the Lord, and yet Charge all 
t'heir troubles t-o Him. 2. In verse eleven we are told of a good man's habit of 
enquiring of the Lord. It js well always ·to make this a practice. 3. In verse 
fourteen we have an iU'1Istrat'ion of 'the vicarious principle' which i.s the very 
heart of the gospel: it is the prese,nce and merit. of our J ehos,haphat, eV'en Je'sus 
Himself, Which gives efficacy to our prayers. 4. Verse sixteen iHustrates the 
principle ,that ·grace always condition's its benedi'ction upon the obedi'ence of 
faith. We cannot provide the water; but if we are able to dig dHches, the 
water .is conditioned upon ditches 'being made. Thus God always caUs men into 
co-operation with Himself. From the twenlty~first verse to the tend of the 
chapter, we ,have an illustration of how faith always receives its rewal!'d. 

II. CHAPTER FOUR. 
In this ciIapter Elisha especially Hlustrates the mini'stry of Chri'st. 1. The 

widow with the oceditor (vss. 1-7). (a) Like EHsha, our Lord Jesus is ever 
the friend of the bankrupt: it is to those who have a creditor and have nothing 
01-0 pay, He comes. (tb) Elirsha conditioned his power u·p-on the use 'Of what the 
woman had in the ·house. So does Christ. We have 'here the principle of the 
talenb. We are required to make use -of the little oil we have; a,nd the Lord 
will. multiply it to any extent that may be necessary. (c) By obeying the 
prophet's direction the widow found she had "enough and to spare",-not only 
enough to pay her debts, 'but enough to Hve onl with ,her family. Thus our 
Elisha does "exceeding abundantly above alol that we' ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us." 2. The woman of Shunam: (a) Like Elisha, 
the Lord Jesus invites Himself to be our Gute·st. (.b) This woman had discern
ment en-ough to recognize i'n Elis·ha a man of God. Faith .is the faculty of the 
soul which rec-ognizes Jesus a;s God and Saviour. (c) This great woman prte· 
pared a little chamber on the waH which she dedicated to the ·service of the man 
of God. Thus !every true Christian has round in rus 'heal!'t and me a place f-or 
God. (d) Elis'habrought with him a gift of life, and this woman was given a 
son. So, when 'Chris't take·s up His abode within our ·hearts, He quickens our 
dead \Spirits and the "new man" is 'born. (e) Elis·ha as!!umed responsibility for 
the preservation of the life he had 'give'n. "For if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God 'by :the death of 'his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved ,by 'his me." 3. The poisoned pottag!e (vss. 38-41). W'herever 
men gather to eat of the fruits of the field there is death an evtery pot, f-or the 
whole creation shares the cune to which man is lSubje'Ct. But, as the -blessing 
of Elisha neut«'alized the poison, so where Jesus is, ",there is no hal!'m in th'! 
po't." 4. The muItipHed barley loaves (vss. 42-44) typHy the miracles of Christ 
(Luke 9: 3; J-ohn 6: 9),-a furother iUustration of the principle that the God of 
the Old Testament is the God of the New. 
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LAST SUNDAY EVENING'S SERVICE. 

An enlOrmous con:gregation was present; and the' blesS/ing of the Lord was 
upon the lS«vice. In response to ;the invitation, .the front "seat was fiHed with 
enquirers at both morning and evening .servkes. ' I'll the evening fifteen were 
oaptized; whi·le at t'he Commund'on Service foUoWling, seventy-'One new mem'bers 
were r'e,ceived. The membership of Jarvis Street ChUlTc,h now exceeds fifteen 
hundred and fifty. 

LAST SUNDAY'S BIBLE SCHOOL. 
Last Sunday was another day ,of high tide in Jarv~s St. 864 were present 

in the Bible School, 336 in the Pastor's cla'ss, although a much larger number 
were present before the lesson period' ended. The growth of our Bi,ble School 
is like the co~ng in of .the tide. The wave advances on ,the shore and then 
recedes, 'but then comes ~n again, 'each time rising a little higher than bef.ore. 
The Sun'd'ay before our attendance was 901. Next Sunday we expect it to 
exceed that number. 

CHANGES IN THE JARVIS ST. BUILDING. 
The rapid increase of our Bi!ble School, and of ,the work of the church in 

general, has necessitated the making of many changes in the Jan/lis St. build~ 
ing. The B. D. Thomas Hall bas been re-floored Wlitli cork matting and 
artistically decorated, new and large lights have !been installed; so that it 
has 'been made one of the most attractive rooms lrbout the p'lace. A co.rridor 
has 'been put through the Pl'limary Department, making possible passage from 
the B. D. Thomas Hal'l to the main 'builod~ng wi,thout passing through the 
Primary Department. The room which was the old kitchen, and which has 
been used for the 'Cradle Roll Department, is being transformed .into a roomy 
and splendidly-equ,ipped office. New lights have .been put in the Primary 
Room and in !the 'hallways, ,and ,the House Committee are now planning a" 
large increase in lavatory accommodation; so that in a 'few weeks the building 
will be so transformed as to be scarcely re'cognizable by those who knew it 
a month or so ago. 

SUNDAY EVENINGS IN MASSEY HALL. 
Beginning next Sunday, 'October 19th, our Sunday" 'CIVening services will 

be held in Mass·ey Music Hall. This Han ~s frequently spoken of as- having 
a capadty of five thousand; iots real s'eating capacity, ·however, is pr.a:cticaliy the 
same as thaot of Carnegie Ha,ll, New York. It 'seats three thousand," we ,are' 
assured by the manag«, without the hundreds' "of 'seats which can be placed, 
upon' ,the platform. Our first Sunday in Mass~y HaH encourage.s tis to hci~e-
that we shaH see this building crowded- throughout the 'winter. Our'objeti: 
wHl be to pre3lch the gospel" of God's grace,-salvation through the precious' 
blood, and by the regenerating power o.f the Holy Spirit, ' 

Weare organizing, a gre'at chorus choir to lead the congregation 'in sing
ing. There wm a,lso ,be' a double qilartette of trained singers, and -a quartette 
of. musical insitrumen.ts. The choir will be under the direction of Mr. W. 'J. ' 
Hutchin'son, with Mr. C.-Leonard,Penny at the piano.' We shaH hav'e'further 
announcemen·t to In'ake' abotit our musical services later. All we ha:ve to say 
now is, that the choir, will "be there to lead'the congregation and,to sing gospei . 
hymns .. 

We expect that Massey Hall will become a centre of spirit-illil-revival,and 
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tha·t the bless1ng God 'h3!S given us in Jarvis Street wiH be experienced in still 
larger measu'l"e with the larger number.s at Mas·sey HaH. 

The Pasvor has but one out-of-town Sunday engagement, which wa·s made 
last Spring, and t,hat is to conduct 'a we·ek's meetings in Kanisas Ciity under the 
auspices ·of the fundamentaHlst cnur·ches of Gr·e·ater Kansas, and preparatory to 
a simultaneous evangelistic campaign throughout the city. We are glad to ue 
able to anllJ()urice that f·O'I" th1s Sunday we ·have heen aMe to secure the serv.ice·s 
of one of America's greates't gospel preachens, the Rev. P. W. PhHpott, pastor 
of the' Moody Church, Chicago .. Mr. Ph11pott will teach the Pastor's class in 
the morning, and win take t:he mor.ning service, and will preach in Massey Hall 
Sunday evenil1lg, N'ovem'bClr 2nd. 

A BLIND MAN'S INFLUENCE. 
The Jarv·is Street Church ofr some yea,rs has recognized in Mr. and Mrs. 

"Archy" McDona:ld, two of he,r most faithful 'and useful members, notwith-' 
&tanding both were entirely ·blind. Mr. McDonald was taken ill October 
10th and taken ,to the hospital.. The next morning he departed to ,be with 
Christ, which is far ,better. Brother McDonald made many of us ashamed 
by his invaria:ble cheerfulness. He was always about his Master's business, 
sing.ing his testimony on the 'streets, and doing what he ·could- to bring others 
1'0 IChrist. He was ra 'g.reat ,friend of The GospeZ Witness, am.d delighted' to 
carry its messages .to others. He could see more than many who have their 
sight, for he looked at the unseen things which are eternao!. Bro. McDonald 
adorned the gospel of Christ in 'all all things, anld set a truly ·beaut.jfu·1 example 
fo.r us all. 

The funeral service was held from rt:he Jarvis St. parlor, Monday afternoon, 
Octo'ber 13th. There was a large attendance. Mrs. McDonald will have the 
sympathy of the whole church. 

Our liniited space forbids our pu'blishing ·obituary noti·ces 'as a rule, but 
the uruque influence ·exerted by our 'blind brother is our justification for our 
departing from our usual practice. 

THE WITNESS FUND. 
It is a long time since we have said am.yrthing a.bout the cost of publishing 

The Witness. The· supply of funds for the ,pu'blicatiolD. of ,this ipa,per is one of 
the miracles ,for wh·ich we thank and praise ·God. Bu,t we Ibelieve riot is quite 
right ·that we sholllld from time Ito time remind our re'adem tha,t the Witness 
Fund can always m8lke use of all the money it mn obtai,n. The last three 
issues of The Witness have had sixteen !pages, which, of 'course, has involved 
extra expense. .And ,from time ·to ·time we shal'l. find j.t necessary to enlarge 
the 'Paper ·to meet .special emergencies. 

The Witness is makiong friends for lotsel-f everY'Whe'l"E!; and we are reg·uo 

larly receiving new subscrii)tio,ns. But 'We beHeve iif every read'er of the paper 
were ,to make an effort to do so, Lt would be ,possible for each one to obtain one 
or more new subsoriibers. W,e urge our Teail'ers ,to rt:ry the experim·ent . 

.A!Ild the.n, of course, 'We should like O'Ilr friends Ito! remember -it is not like 
am. ordinary newsp8lper. I1;t carriee no advertisements; burt is ,pwblished as a 
missionary ,eIlltenprise. !Many of our readers might well set asid-e a portion of 
their titth-e which they desire to spend in missionary endeavour, ·for the 
Wd,tness IFUlD.d; ·for -this ,paper is a missionary wh{Jse ·testimony is ,oipen ,to the 
judgment of all who read its pag·es. 

. The Fall Rally of the Home and Foreign Mission Union of Young Wo
men's Mis,sion Circles will be 'held on Thursday, October 23rd, in the Sunday 
School room o'f Bloor Street Baptist Church, at 8 o'clock sharp. We are 
greatly p.rivileged in having Mr. Percy BUClk, missionary rt:o BO'livia, as 
spea,ker of the evening. All the young lad·ie-s of Jarvis St. Church are invited 
to this meeting. 


