
PuBLISHED WEEKLY. 

IN THE INTEREST OF EVANGEUCAL TRUTH, BY JARVIS STREET 
BAPTIST CHURCH, TORONTO, CAN., AND SENT FOR $2.00 PER YEAR 
(UNDER COST), POSTPAID, TO ANY ADDRESS, Sc. PER SINGLE COPY 

T. T. 'SHIlELDS, Pastor and Editor. 

"I am DOt ashamed of the gospel of Christ."-Romans 1: 16. 

Address correspondence: The Gospel Witness, 130 Gerrard Street E., TorOllt", 

TORONTO, OCTOBER 9t'h, 1924. No. 22 

tltbt 3iarbis ~trttt ~ulpit 
DOES CHRIST'S SALVATION CONSIST IN PHYSICAL SENSATIONS? 

A Sermon by the Pastor. 
Preached in Massey Music Hall, Toronto, Sunday Evening, Octo'ber 5th, 1924. 

(Stenographically reported). 

"Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, 
not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and 
were filled. 

"L .. bo~r not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life, which the SOil of man shall give unto you: for him hath 
God the Father sealed."-John 6: 26-27. 

~~ HEN thi, " ..... " w" anang.d w. had no intontion what.", of giv­
ing it the special character which of necessity it will assume this 
evenin.g. It was intended that it should be simply an evangelistic ser­
vice, and to ·that purpose, in the end, I ·shall adhere. You w.i1l know 

from our announcements that I have another o-bject ,also in view. It would 
be much easier for me to refrain from commentin'g upon certain matters 
because I incur the risk of offending not a few whom I dearly love in the 
Lo-rd. But the gardener must not Ibe content merely with cultivating the 
ground and sowing the seed. He must carefully tend his plants, and safeguard 
them, so far as he ·may be alble to do, against the blight to which they are 
subject. Our Lord Himself in His parable of the sower, teaches us that When 
the sower soweth the seed the wicked one is ever 'on the alert to catch the seed 
away lest it should 'become fruitful. And the enemy of souls has no special 
care for young Chri&tians; even the babes ill Ohrist he regards as his legjtimate 
prey. There never wa's ,a gay when 'he did not do 'hi,s most deadly work under 
the guise of religion. Yet in this day, perhaps of aU other days, false religions 
ar'e multiplied and men and women are being led away from the truth of 
Christ. Some are tempted to deny the Book, to deny that we have any 
divine revelation at all. The philosophy of M-odernism would bring us back 
to a mere naturalistic plane, and persuade us that there is no truth that is not 
discoverable by human reason. On' the other hand, some of the Lord's people 
mar their Christian lives ·by yielding to va.rious forms ·of worldliness, and by 
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failing to recognize that the friends'hip of this world iis enmity against God. 
-But the devil is not wanting for means wherewith to tempt even those who 
-desire to follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth; ,for those who would yield 
themselves to the authority of this Book, who have no doubt whatever of its 
divine inspiration-these, too, aor·e su:bject to special assault, and are in danger 
of 'being misled by the vagaries of those who ima'gine they have seen visions 
and ·dreaomed' dreaoms, and have es'ta'blished some special and exclusive com­
munication with the Lord of Heaven. 

The Man at the Beautiful Gate. 

I shall read you a few verses from the third and 'fourt'h chapters of the 
,Acts 0.£ the A'postles: "Now Peter and John went up together into the temple 
at the hour of pray,elr, being the ninth hour. And a certain man lame from 
his mother's womib was carried, whom t'hey laid daily at the gate of the temple 
which is called Beautiful, to .ask alms of them that entered into the temple; 
who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. And 
Peter, ,fastenin;g his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. And 'he gave 
heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. Then Peter said, 
Silv.er and g.old have I none; Ibut such a·s I ha"e give I thee: In the name of 
Jesus Ch,rist of Nazaret'h rise up and walk. And he took him by the right hand, 
.and ·lifted -him up: (he did not knock him down) and immediately his feet 
and ancle bones ,received strength. And he leaping up stood, and walked, and 
'entered with them -into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 
And all ·the people saw him walking and praising God: and ,they knew that it 
was ,he w!hich sat for alms at the Beautiful gate ·of the temple: and they were 
filled whh wonder and amazement at t'hat whkh had happened unto him. 
And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and Jo,hn, all the people 
ran toget'her unto them -in the pO'rch that is called Solomon's, greatly won­
dering". Peter then explained that by tlhe name Of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
the -lame man of the Beauti'ful gate had been made whole. 

An Undeniable Miracle •. 

Let me now read from the thirteenth verse of the fourth chapter: "Now 
when they saw the :boldness of Peter and J olm, and perceived that they were 
unlearned _ and .jg1l'orant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of 
them"that they had .been with Jesus. And beholding the man which was healed 
otanding . w-it!h them, they could say not'hing against it." Now markl the 
enemies of ·the _ Gospel are speaking. They are not men of spi.itual sympathy; 
nor of any parti.cular sp'iritual discernment; but are ,resolved to oppose the 
progress of this new religion. And as they talked. among themselves, they 
said: "Wha.t.s'h.all we.do to these men? for that indeed a natable miracle -hath 
been done 'by- .them. is manifes·t to all Vhem that dw.ell in Jerusalem; and we 
cannot ·deny it." T,hat is the enemy's testimony. All the people knew the 
man had been lame; all the' people knew that the man' -Who went !into the 
temple was th'e same man who had been "laid daily at the_ Igate of tlhe temple 
Called' Beautif.ul" .. Even_ the worst enemies of the trullh admi.tted· that ·a miracle 
had 'been done; and they ,said, "It ~s manifest to all them that dweilljn Jerusa­
lem; and we cannot deny it". That is how our Lord Jesus,-works:-what He 
does He does so thorougthly ,that it will bear the closest inspection. -,And I 
a~ r'eady for such healing as -that. Is there anyone here this .evening Who has 
.been ,healed after tha~t fasMon? Is there oanyone here who ilias been thus un­
mistakably and undeniably .healed within -the last six weeks, or in this present 

, 
\ 
l 
I 
} 
) 

I 
I 

J 

I 
\ 

I 
r 

I 
.• i 

11 , I 
Ii 

;1 

11 

~ 
J-
I. 

I 
\ 

J 



THE GOSPEL WITNESS B 

healing ,caII1lpa~gn whose -case corresponds to tha,t? Is there not one here? 
I~ t!~ere 1S, you are wekome t~ cO,me t~ the pl~tform, and to give your testi­
m<?ny. Is there not .even one? (aere .the preacher paused and there was 
silence, ibut no one came forward.) I did' not eJOl)ect anyone; for iast nigh·t, 
Dr. Price announced that he 'had changed his testimony meeting from Satu·rday 
to .~unday, evening. He referred to our inV'itatio,n to anyone ·wh:o had' been 
hea.fed to come here and testify, and' ur.ged all who Ih'ad' 'been benefitted to be 
su~e . to ibe at his meeting 'to testify there. He did not tell them. not to come 
here, . 'but he urged everybody who had received any benefit to attend' his 
meetil!g .and be p;resent where ,they had re-ceiy~d. the blessing. I repeat my 
question: Is there anyone here whose ,healoing is as undenia'ble as t.he case I 
have read ,from the third 00£ Acts? (Still no one responded.) 

Attracted By a Meal, Not By a Miracle. . . 
Let us turn then to another ·text-John 6: 26th and 27th verses: "J esus 

answered them and said, Verily, ver.ify, I say unlto you, Ye seek me, not be­
cause ye saw :the mirades, 'but because ye did ea:t of ,the loaves, and were 
filled. Labour' not for the~eat which peri~'heth, ibut for' tha.t meat which 
endureth unto everlast~ng. life, which the Son of man sohall give unto you: 
for him ,hath God the Father sealed". Some of ,~y friends were alarmed at 
my announcement and expressed a fear that I should have my hands full 
to-night. But I said to them: "Do not be alarmed. I am only sorry that no 
one will be'there." I repeat what I said at the prayer-meeting last night: I 
should !be glad to see some man walk up to this platform a'nd bring his wit­
nesses and say, "I was a lame man, and I am made whole"; or, "I was a 
blind man.; u'ow I can see"; or, "I was, dealf, and now I can ·hear". I ani not 
opposed to divine healing. My God is a gr.eat God. "In tl:'he 'beginning God 
created the he'aven .a~d the earth". He Who made all tthings i,s God; and havin.g 
made, man in tthe beginning, when He wil'ls 'so to do, He ,can make him over 
again. I am not oppo'§ed to any r.eal mirade 00£ divine 'Power; nor do I think it 
of necessity impos'siib'le. But I am strongly inclined to the opinion, a's my 
sermon of last Sunday, which deals wit'h l,t, will slhow-I am strongly inclined 
to the opinion that,.there is a difference between the apostoUc 'and subsequent 
ag.es'; and that. ,the miracles that were given for signs in ~hose days are not 
bei'ng wrought to-day; but H we should ,be wrong ln that. I should be glad to 
be convinc.ed, for I do want to see t1he.'hand of God. I see so much suffering 
in the world, so many 'blind people, so many deaf, so many crippled, so many 
afflicted, that I should 'rejoice if God would sen4 power to make them physi­
c'ally whole. I hestiate to oppose such movements lest .haply one might be 
f,ound fighting against Go,d; and it is oUily 'because I am convinced that 'this 
thing is not o·f God, that I dare to take .this position thi·s evening. 

Hum-an nature is a trinity in runity,-s'piritt, soul, and ·body. . Sin j,s like a 
fire, and ~ay burn up o'r down, or 'both. Wherever sin :begins, it affects the 
whole man at 1a'st, and lays the temple in ashes. 1'1: makes little difference 
where fire begins, w~e$er: in .the. g3Jrret or in the cellar-if on.ce it is kindled, 
if lef.d: alone, it will d~stroy . the .. w:~cile s~r~.cture. So of sin: it is a fire that 
consumes tlhe Whole man. 

How the Devil M~~ifies .~e Physical 

Sin entered into the world on this 'Wlise: :'When the womJan saw that the 
tree wa·s goo,d o£or io'od, and' ,that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took ~'f the ·fruit thereof; and did eat, and gave 
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also unto her Ihus'band wlith 'her; and he did eat." And from then until now 
the Devil 'has not fui.Jed to make use of the physic·al in lead·ing men as·tray. 
It was thus the Deluge came. The imaginations of ·the thoughts of men's 
hearts were only evil continually. l\hey defiled the whole ma·n. And ,because 
of tlhe unspeakable sins of the time, God as a sanitary measure, sen·t the flood 
upon the earth. It was for slins o"f the flesh thM fire came down from heaven 
and consumed the wie'ked citJies of the plain. It was for one morsel of meat 
Esau sold his birthright. It was the appetites of the flesh that led tlhe children 
of Israel in thek 'healits to turn back in:to EgyJpt: It was iby sins of the flesh 
that David and Solomon were brought low. And s'o ·through ·the weakness of 
the flesh the Devil Ihas assaulted the s·ouls of men from the beginning until 
now. And 'be'cause this is so,' he 'has devis·ed religions whcih Ihave been reli­
gions of the flesh. -Mormonism ~s a religion of the flesh; Mohammedamsm is 
a religion ·of th~ flesh; Christian Science, although it affects to deny tlhe very 
existence of th'e flesh, it really makes dts appeal 'to Ithe physical by its mental 
heaJiings, 'and is, in essence, a religion of the flesh. It makes i.ts promise to 
the flesh by p·romising deliv~rance from fleshly ills. It promises !Ilhe healing 
of the body rather than the saoivation of the soul, and in ·order .to effee't healing 
o·f the 'body, it denies every fundamen'tal of the Christian .f,a.!i,th. 

Christ's Emphasis Upon the Physical. 

In the verse I have read, Jesus addressed a .great company of people. He 
had wroug'ht a miracle. He 'had multiplied tlhe loaves and the people flocked 
about Him in tens -of thousands. What for? To make Him :king. On tha.t 
occasion when Jesus ministered to the physical and fed tlhe 'hung·ry, He was 
more popuJ.ar than at any ot·her time dur·ing .the days .of His flesh. And when 
they came, He said: "Ye seek me nolt because ye saw a miracle. You are here 
not even because you witnessed a maniifestation of divine power: You have 
come because y-our 'bodies have 'been ministered to. It was the appetite of 
the flesh tlhat -brought y.ou." And then' He said: "lJabour not ,for the meat 
that peris,he,th. Think less of the physical and 'temponl, and labour for that 
whi.ch endureth unto everlasting Hf·e". And then He proceeded Ito expound 
the spiritual character of His mission. He said tlhat unless a man did eat 
His fles'h 'and drink His !blood, he 'could have no loife in him. But the gross 
materialists, who thought only of the physical, thoughlt He meant that t'hey 
must literally ·eat His flesh and drink His 'blood; and they said: "How can 
this man give us His flesh to eat"? They were ;blind to .the .spiritual signifi­
cance of His. words. And when He fu·rt:her expounded to them the spiritual 
character of His mission, they said: "This is an hard saying; who can hear it"? 
And they went back-many of His disciples forsook Him, and the multitude 
melted away. Did Jesus call them ba·ck? Did He resort to a miracle to 
induce them to retum? Did He even show them a si'gn? He let them g·o 
until there were only twelve left, and then He s·aid: "Why don't you go with 
the rest? Will ye als:o g-o away"? To whklh Peter answered: "Lord, to 
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal Hfe. And we 'believe and 
are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God". But only 
twelve were lef.t out o·f a multitude-tlbousands attracted by the physical, but 
only eleven re.sponded to the spiritua.J; 'for Jesus said: "Have I not chosen 
you twelv:e, and one of you is a devil"? 

And yet salvat-ion is for ·the whole man; salvation'is £01" the ·body. This 
flesh is now oorruptioble and m-ortal; :but, blessed be God, "this lcorrupti'ble 
mus·t put on incorruption, and -this mortal must pm on immortality. So when 
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this corruptible sha1l have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall ihave put 
on immortality, then &hall be brought to pass ,the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory". "For our citizen-s'hip is in heaven; from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, Ilhe Lord Jesus Christ: w'ho shall change 
the body of our humiliation, th.aot: it may be fashioned Hke unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is a:ble even to subdue all things 
unto him'Self". I shall not make light of the physical nature, for Jesu-s toO'k 
our flesh upon Him; He took n-ot on Him the nature of angels, -but He took 
on Him the seed df ~braham. He was Iborn of a virgin; He lived as we live; 
He died at last; He rose in the flesh; and He carried a glorified human body 
back into the presence of God; and there He is now the firstfruits of them tha·t 
sleep, a pledge of the uttimate victory and glorification of every true :believer. 
Jesus is there as our Representative .to-night. 

Believers Have Thorns in the Flesh. 

Let no one say that I counsel such folly as to ignore or neglect the re­
quirements of our _physi-cal natures. It is not because we do not believe in the 
divine Lordship over our bodies -that I speak as I do -to-night. Our Lord Jesus 
said, "The spirit is willing but tlhe flesh is weak". He reco'gnized that the flesh 
has its limitations. The Apostle P.aul knew much of nhe Lord. I suppo-se 
there never lived a man apart fr·om Christ (Who was more than man), in 
whose life a larger measure 0.£ divine power wa.s .man~fested. Yet He left Tro­
phimus at Mile:tum sick. Why? Why did not such a man as Paul anoint him 
and command 'him to be weB? Surely there must be some limitations in thi·s 
direction. M=or.eo . er, ·P.a·ul him.self had a thorn in the flesh, described as a 

¥~~ . <t '0 buff" b;m.- C,,,,;"y h, .... 00' ,,,.«, ,hy~ .. lIy. 
N n '0' a t -at God had shawn him of His grace, because t-here was 
wi' . m still e· ndency to pride and self-exaltation, .the Lord permi:tted 
S - c - ~der to keep him humble. Please observe that, you 

. perfeoti ts I Po: e any here "",?ho count -themselves to have appre-
hended"'tre t'~ any ere s f~" ~as to suppose the old nature :has been 

J, e~J'!_ ~ EJ~~ . e ~/Paul, -there was enough of the old man 
~74fe.ft 4(J;" ivfne wisdo - 0 ee - ' ?1 thorn in ,the flesh was necessary to keep 

him huntble. And this notwithstanding he prayed again an-d again-three 
times he asked to be delivered. But the Lord said, "My grace ·is sufficient for 

• thee". And then Pa.ul exclaims, "Most gladly -therefore will I rather glory in my 
iofinn;';", tha, ,bo 'OW" of Chri" m'Y ,,,' "P;}}'" H, wou'4 g'o,>, ;. 
an opportunity to show how the grace of God ullustain hiln in his 
afHlction. ~ 0 

Public Anointings Unscriptura .~. il 
Wihy are we opposed to ,these public hea:ting meeti'ngs? First of a1l, -be­

cause I believe they are uns·criptural. But were the,re no pU'blic healing meet­
ings recorded in the New Testament? I dealt with that matter in the s'ermon 
of last Sunday_ I cann10t g·o -over t.ha:t ground agaiin to-night. There is an 
account of a public -healin.g of many in the fifth ch:a~ter of the Acts of .the 
Apostles. But Peter did not invite them to -come to be healed. They came. 
They brought ,t:he sick into the sotreets_ But Peter did not send a woman 
around 'in the crowd to select a few' special cases out of several 'hundred, and 
give 'ohem priva.te instruction in 'Preparation for a pu'blic Ihealing. Listenl 
"T-hey were healed every one". Not only the easy cases. Not those only who 
suffered from internal and invisible ills I The sick people, every solitary one 
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was healed without di.s:tindioon ·or diff~rence, no matter whaJt diseas·e he 'had. 
If, we! are t9 'be apostolii.c, aind profess to 'accept ,the Bl,ble, le't us hO.ld fas·t to 
the Bible· itsel'f. The careful s'election, and 'p'rivlate instruction of a company' 
o',{,pe~ple for a' publi·c eXJt~biti'on ·of healing 1n the Name '0'£ the' Almighty' 
Healer, as a dishonour to .the 'Christian religion •. 

Are Alleged Cures . 'GenUine? 
Furthermore, ,the cur~s talleged at 'these pUbJi,c he.aHng meeti'ngs are fre­

qu~t1y not g,enuine. They are ei,ther menotal cure~ or tlhey are not cur'es at 
all." Ho~ many peqple lare there here to-night ·who ·have never 'once been sick? 
Put up your ihands. I do not mea-'n s'ick in !bed necessarily, .but in.' some way' 
physically indisposed. How many are there .here who have lI1ever been i11?­
Apparently, not one, Then, how' many are there here who thave ,been ill at 
some ,time or ano'ther? Will you .raise your hlllnds? T.hank you: there are 
between' two and otJhree thousand of you. It must, therefore, be ·true thlilt a 
,great many people recover from illness if allowed 'suffiCient time. Give them 
long enough, and rhey wm get \yell. If imi,tan'taneous" .cures are ruled 'Out, 
almost any kind 0''£ ·treatment of disea'se, i,f 'the're Ibe many .cases, is mathematic­
ally ce~ain of a measure o:f success. Na'tu:i'e's restoring.' and' recup'eratirig' 
powers are tlhe allies of every professed .healer. 

Reaction from Mental' Stiniwant. 

I r,ecall a ·case that came under my own o'bservation. A certain you·ng 
-lady whom I had martied, some years later was seriously amicted with. heaort 
trouble. She had consulted ma'ny doct·ors, 'but diid not improv-e. And' then a 
neigthlbour friend recommended her to try Christian Scierrce, and she ·put her­
seLf under the instruction of a Christian Science Ihe·aler, H~r mother report.ed 
to me that she .had derived greaJt benefit;---!ill1deed, her mother said she had 
so much .i.mp·r.oved that her husband had decided a trip' ,to Los Angeles a.nd 
a few' weeks or 'a mo·nth in 't!hat healthy clima'te would put her on her feet 
again. I told her mother that I did not' WIant to 'be. a prophet of -gloom, nor 
unnecess'arily to atalrm her; but I poi,nted out that her daugoh'ter had been with 
str·ong-minded people who ,had helped her 10 concentrate Iher mind on the idea 
that she had nothing the -matter. wi'th her; and that when removed from these 
influence/s, there was d'anger lihat ,her nerve for·ce would be·come exhausted, 
and a 'colla,pse .mJig;bt ensue. Bef.or·e the week was :out, 'heir husband received 
a 'telegram that Sihe was .dead. It makes lit't.Je diff·erence whether it be 'Chris­
tian Science, or Cou'eisni, or some other form olf psychic influence, if only 
people can be persuaded to !believe; for half our troubles .are imagin'ary. 

A Minister's Experience. 

A minister ion this city .told me h~e was suffedng from' a certain troubie'. 
A:fter c·6nsullting m3!ny d'oc'tors, a very em1nent plhysician told him tohere was: 
really not'hing 'the matter With h~im, that hIS ail·moot wals imaginary; and coun­
s'~'ll~d him to go on with his wOl'k and forget all a!bout it, My miniSlteriai 
frieilld . said that he was ,hurriiIi'ated to have to c·on£ess .that from that 'bour his 
BJi'ime~t 'had 'ceased to 'trouble' ·him. It is Itha't principle which Christian Science' 
a~~' the!le' other cults tJ?ake use' of. Given a company ·of pe:ople who can ·be 
p·e:rsu'aded to ibe1'ieve tlhat some extralOrdinary' experience is awaiting them, 
Wh'~ther it. is physical heaJi.ng or a' gift of ·tongues, aIm'ost any!thing may be 
accotn:plJished. But Christian faith loo'ks to an objective Power. Faitoh is the 
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condition 01: its su'bjective mi,nistry; whereas in these mental cases the mental 
attitude whic1h 'they caH faith is itseLf the curative pQlWer. 

1 recall an linstance in my ,own ex;perience, when 1 'w.ent to call upon a ' 
lady who was dying ,of can,cer. She was ly~ng on a couch 'out on heT'verandah; 
and as I approached 'the ihouse two ,Ladies came down ,the walk As 1 stepped 
to the ~era:ndah, Ithe nurse wooted to receive me f.ormally, ,and offered.me a. 
cha'ir; but 1 'sat on the ra'il of the verandah quite 'carel'essly, and did not even 
e·nquire of the pa.tient how she lWas getting along. 1 knew .she was very ·fond 
of books; aIIld I saw'a 'book at her side. I pioked H up.and /turned its pag·es, 
and began a discuss'ion 0'£ the book; and ltihen fr.om that we pa!ssed ,to other 
malters, turning our thought to the Lord Jesus Himself: ·we 'talked about Him 
and about His abound:ing g'ra'ce ,to us. Then 1 offered a word of prayer, and 
t,ook her hand, 3!nd s'aid "g,ood-bye". "But," she said, "1 ,mlUlt tell you s().me­
thing before you go. When you cam'e up the· waLk a few moments ago, I 
thought I could no't endure to see another person. Those two ladies whom you 
met 'g<>iing out -hlad pu't me through an examinalti'on, 'inquirmg all albout my 
ailments, and making me tell them over again all th3!t the various doctors had 
said ahout my condition. The result was, 'that a·s they left I was in an' a'go'ny 
of ,pain; and, .it seemed to me I could nol 'oodure it ano!ther minute. I want 
to ·tell you now !lihat I have 3!bSlolutely no pam, a'nd feel perfedly well. Of 
course, I kno,w I am not; the d~sease is ~the're; bu't I feel qtii·te well". 

Now H you' get together a large company ·().f p,eople un'der the influence of 
a strong mind, whether you teaclh them to say, "like Coue, "Day by day, in 
every way, I am ,getting !better 'and better"; 'or persuade 'them, as a Christian 
SdentiJst would. d'o, Ito deny the e~istence of· p:hys:ic'alllls; or teach t·hem ithat 
their aJilment may be remQve:d !by divine powe'r, Y'ou may secure a like result 
in all cases.-Temp,omr'ily, at least, they may be ,relieved of their affliotio,n~ 

I r·epeat: I 'believe that God does in I3:nswer lto prayer re'ally heal the body; 
1 believe we are justified in praying for th'e ,skk, as we ,are admorushed .to d'o 
in /the Ep'istle 'of James. But 'these lar·ge pu,blic healing meefings generally 
bring thes'e natuml pQlWers, rather .than the lPower of God, to bear upon those 
who ,come for healing; a:nd I cannOit but believe that to attdbute such results 
as ar'e thus aobtrui·ned Ito supernaltural ·power is ,very wrong. H 1 am in error .' 
in this 'polsiti'on, I should 'be glad Ito 'be put rigtht, I have ~nv.i'ted anyone who 
could prove .that his :heaLing was genuine; .and who .had experienced relief in 
these recent pubLi·c healing meefi,ngs to come to this plialtform and ,give nis or' 
her Itestimony to-night. A:nd I have publicly promised 'that in sudh cas,e, I 
would lend my sympathetic co-operation 'to thalt movemenlt. Surely that was 
a 'fair .proposal; ibut apparently such cure,s as' are so spectacularly a·dvertise'd 
cannot bear -t'he' lignt. 

The Refinement of Cruelty. 
Once more: I believe Ifhe whole ph~losophy of fuj's Slo-called dJivine healing 

movement is Ithe very ,refinemenit 'of ,cruelty. I hav;e 's'eel'li 'tb·o many of God's 
saints who ,hav,e been chosen i,n the furnace of affim'cHon, saying, "lot i.s the 
Lord. Let ,him do .w.hat seeme'th him Good", to beHeve of;I'ha't e,very affliic~ed 
body is afflicted 'because the 'sufferer has not ,faith. Insltea.d· of .bringi,il·g flo 
the affllicted the comf.ort .of the 'a'ssuranCe thlat a:ll Ithings work to.gether for 
good, by '1lhe doctrine oIf invariable helaHng as ·the rew'wni o;{ faiith, the mind 
is tor'tur·ed wi.th the fear that .the pain of the body is due' to a want of faith 
in the heart. 1 have· seen this terr'iJble doCitrin~ put many a poor soul on, the, 
rack. Job IWllS afflided ,of Sa·tan; but hli's afflictiol1l ~s not due to hlis la·ck of 
£a:itlh, !but as a furtlher ·discipl~ne, Iflh:rt uIH:ma'tely he might "'come for,th als g'old". 
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Is Destructive of Faith. 

T,bis doctr;ine also readts to t'he d-estrucu'on of Chris1iian faDth. Let a mall 
be taught tha!t he CaJll command God; that physical healin'g is every believer's 
privilege; that the will o-f God in relspect to every case is revea};ed in the 
promise; so tha't ,one is led Ito seardh his heart, to ,be'g God to se,arch him, 
un-til 'he comes to fhe place where he feels IN!at 'S'O far as it is p'ossi'ble for a 
mortal ,to trus.t, he does sincerely trust God to, heal 'him,---.:j,f Ithen he is not 
healed, wha-t 'terrilble 'confusion ,of mind mu'st follow, wlhal despa'ir must grip 
the soull For if one pr,omise of God s'hould fail oIf fulfilmenlt, wher,e is tihe 
comfort and 'peace of true faith? llt seems :to me these heaHng movements are 
des'igned ,t,o deceive the very ,elect. 

I beliieve also that these pUiblic "'heatin'g" demon!s-traltio,ns are dis'honouring 
t,o the Word 'of God. We muslt no't ihandle fhe Word of God deceitfully, but 
rig,hltly divide the word o:f truth. 

Dr. Price a Disciple of Mrs. McPherson. 

Dr. Price ,openly declares h'imself a: disci-pie of Mn. A. Semple M'cPherson; 
that it was under ,the m.i,nliistry of Mrs. McPherson he received this extraor­
di,n'ary power. It is well, therefore, that we should know 'some'tihing abou.t -this 
ext11aOtrdinary woman, and unde'rstand some of the tihings ,w.bidh ,she Iteaches. 
I ,have 'in my ,hand a booklet ,conbilling ,four ad'dresses delivered 'by Rev. R. P. 
Shuler, Past,or of Triin:ilty Mefhod;ist Church, Lo's AllIgdes, Cal. Mr. Sihuler 
is be\tter known as "B-ob" Shuler. He publishes a very iIllte'resti'1l'g magazine, 
whi-ch is called "Bob Shuler's Magazine". Let me, therefore, ,give you first of 
all a sampl-e of Mrs. McP.hersOll's te'a'dh'ing r,espedfi,ng divine ,heaLing. Here 
is ,a-verbatim extract ,fl'om one olf ,her sermons: "Blow upon blow fell upon 
tQe quiveri'llIg flesih olf the tender Na~arene. Was He whipped fhat my many 
sin'S mighit be washed away? N.o, c'hild, 'N!e Mo,od of the Cross wa-s suffi-ci-enlt 
for this. Then, ,w.hy did Whey pluck the ,bea!rd from His f.ace 'and beat Him 
w'it-h ,cruel -sltaves? Was that for cleansing for sin? N,o, ,child, -the 'blood wa's 
sufficient -for ,1lhat. * * * Then, why di'd tihey whip Him so? Why, child, do 
you not 'know 1ihe me'aning of ,!!hat I-as.h, ,the 'cruel bl'o'w's 'of the sm'i'ters' 
!icourge? ''Dwas ithus He bore our suffer.inlg, and -by His str.ipes ye are healed. 
* * * At fhe whipping post He purc'hased your .healing, bo're your suffering 
and p'a~n". This, -surely, is sometfhin'g n'ew. We have a 'cross for Ithe forgiveness 
of 's'ins, ,and the whi.ppli'ng post for ,the !healing o'f -tihe body. To say the least, -
it is an 'exceedi'n'gly ingenious interpretaltio'n. . 

Mrs. McPherson Describes Herself. 

In her ,book en-titled, "ThH,s Is That", p. 776, Mrs. McPlhel"son 'tells us 
someth-ing of h~rself: "'Dhen I lo'oked and he,holdl A lIleIW creature, as of a 
bela u t'i'ful woma'n. I beheld her coming from _-t!he West, and walking toward 
the E'ast. She 'llIpproached. I beheld -her ,wihite r,aiment, d,azzling as the mow 
in sunshine. Her m'oveme,nots were ,gracious and Itender. Her voice was mellow 
and full olf s,wee't fragrance. I smelled the fragrance -of !h'er garrne'ruts, as sweet 
li!ij,e:s -grown in ,tJhe valleys, a:nd as the ros,e -of Sharon. Her eyes -beheld no 
guile, but they were tender as a -dove's eye. Her lips were pure, and d'ropped 
as the -honeyc'omlb. No .foolishness, no cri-Hcism mlarred t-heir s,wee'tness. No 
fleshly wordls; her e'ars were kept dior Him alone, her Lover, her Bridegroom, 
her King. As 'she ICir,ew nigh, I gazed with amazemeIllt dnt-o her face and saw 
that it was mysellf. I 'heard -the ~oi'ce of t'he Mla-s'ter, speaoking unto me, saying, 
'This is my beloved. How £ar you 'have fallen short of t'he .standar-d 'of my 

, 
\ , 

.-
\ 
I 
) 

, 
(, 

\ 



THE GOSPEL WITNESS 9 

perf.ectioon'l" I am so·rry for the min-ister who pro·fesses to be 'a disciple of 
a woman who writes !'ike that. 

Mrs. M'cPherson h3ls a very 'effeCitive way ,00f silencing :her critks, and I a'm 
told the sam~ principle is ·being taug'ht here. I quote from Mlr. Shuler again: 
"My !ltu'shand landed with his suitcase to attend fhe meeting. * * * Before many 
hours had .pas-sed, he !himself had received' the Ba!pltism o·f ·1'he Holy Ghost, . 
spoke in t,ongues and ogllorified God. * * * And 'thI'ough the succeeding years, 
though part o·f the /time he is .witlh me and part of the time elsewhere, the 
Lord ha's made him perfectly willing for me to go 'On". (This is Toot, 1923 
Ediltion, Cop)'irighted Nove·rober 28, 1923, pp. 85-86.) And Mr. Shuler's com­
ment is this: "This hUSlband ,se·cured a d'ivor·ce 'on the groun'd 'of deser'tion 
more than a year .before tlhis Edition was published". ("·McPhersonism,".by 
Rev. R. P. Shuler, pp. 56-57.) 

Mrs. McPherson Claims Direct Divine Inspiration. 

Again from Mrs. McPherson: "I,t is a:s a diredt result of these .gifts and 
operations of the Spirit ·tlha.t ·t'he foUowing mes.sages and v'isi'ons are recor4ed. 
Sister McPhers'on claims no 'authol'lshi,p, ,as when these mes'soages were slpoken 
through !her, she w,as ·completely under the power ·olf the Holy Spilrit, her 
tongue and voice were contI'ol1ed 'by the Spir~t 'as ot'hougth speaking 'in 'tongues, 
only ,that they came in EngHsh. Tho'se who ,were present copied do'wn the 
me-ssages word for word as spoken". ("This Is That," Part IV., 1919 Edition, 
p. 635.) Our good ·friend Dr. Norris said t'hat every ,heresy /Was ciharacterized 
by one ·of two th'in:gs:~the Word Q.f God minu's, or t!h'e Word of God plus­
taking sometlhing a·way fr,om t'he W OI'd, ·or adding something to it. Here is 
a woman who claims that wh.a;t she writes was d'ictalted by the Holy Ghost. 
And Dr. Pr.ice is her disoeiple. Here is wihat Mr. Shuler 'says of Dr. Price: 

Bob Shuler on Dr. Price. 

"Dr. Price !has :become an evangelist of almost ,as startling pretensi'ons as 
th·ose a's·sumed ;by the woma"n who discovered him. Sever'al montlhs a'g>o he 
conducted a great ca.mJp·aign in Vancouver, B.C. ' Following this campaign, the 
Chrios:t.ian forces of that 'Cioty met -and aJppointed a commissi'on ,to 'investigate 
the results. T:haJt report is before us a·s owe write. Tlhe oommission .was com­
posed of eleven Ministers, eight Christian Plh)'isicians, among ithem tJhe most 
prominent 'Specialists in Vancouver, 1!hree University Professors and one emin­
en;t member ·()If the legal fraterni1ty. Several months o,f pain,staking 'invesotiga­
tion and sever·al investigators working ,constanltly finally produced the facts 
and they are most startling. 350 cases of aJdverti-sed ihe·aling were .inves'ti-gated. 
Thirty-n'ine ·of tthose 'aJnnounc!!d ihe·aled 'had ,died, within six montihs, o·f the 
diseas'es tihat 'affected 'them. Five of the ntllln:ber ,had 'become insane with.jn 
the six months. 301 of the 350 were found to 'have received no Ibenefit that 
remained at ItIhe end 'o.f ,six months and many ,o'f them fran'kly 'so stated. Five 
were reported by the commission to have been actually healled". Tlhese five 
were des-cribed iby the commission as pers'ons 'aHHcted with ·functional ailments 
whidh respond,ed to mental t~ea'tment. The repol'lt gives a thorough digest 
of each dondividua1 case. Any sane and reasonalbly inlf.orm'ed man can plan.nly 
see that no 'divine healing' wa.s present in working the r,esults .that were appar-

. ent in these five instances. Some olf the saddest rev.elations were publis'hed by 

. tlhis commission. A Ifather, wth,o'se li'ttle thirteen-year-old girl lay .jn steel 
braces as a result ,of a.n automobile accident, went crazy. Though:he prayed 
conlStan;tly for w'eeks, 'went under the p·ower', and claimed 'to have ahsolute 
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fait'h in the :he'aling of his daughter, she was not healed, and 'Dr." Price ,bluntly 
blamed t'he failure on Itlhe lack of faith 'on i1Jhepar.t of tlhe £atlter. It drove him 
raving mad. He wa:s the ,bread-winner f.or 'his home and poolr' 1,nvalid child. 
He ~s no'w i.n an insane asylum. There was .another case of a young ·man 
supposedly lSuffering ,from tu'be1"cular trouJble in' ~ts first st'ages. He ,wa'S 
anointed and ·pr.onounc·ed cured. He ,went intio an ·ecstasy of JOY'and died a 
we'ek later i£rom a'cufe mania. A IMind soldlier wa·s so 'sure o!f his cure that 
he withdrew fr·om the sohool for tlhe blind, where the government was edu­
cati,ng him. He was not cured and is now in a terri'ble ·oond.i;tion mentally. 
Soores 'of people were found who went for healin'g, pro,fessed albsolute faith, 
but w·ere not healed a'nd are no,w 'bi1tterly anta'go'l1listilc to the Christi'an reli­
gion. Inod·eed, it was di·s,covered that ibhe ca,mpaign upset and oveI"'tur.ned the· 
faith 'Of literally Ihundreds of Ohristian people, W:hose eX'p'ectations for their 
poor, 1Il'ortal 'hod.jes were not met. Th'e revela;tion that has s'tun·ned Va-ncouver 
can 'be duplJca,ted ·i,n Los Angeles any time a g·enuine1y honest investigaltion is 
conducted. And the're can :be ad·ded to ,the dis'coveries 'here tragic. ,find.jngs, a 
thous'and times more horrible 'than .tho,se which tlhe V'anoouver' repor.t covers. 
Amy honestly conducted investigaltio·n oIf 'a comprehensive nature, in a·ny town 
where either Mrs. MrcBherson or 'Dr.' p.rIce have 'conduoted compaigns, will 
result just as th'e Vancouver investigation resullted·. Wha.t a tragedy th'at such 
monstr·ous and dishonorable mov,ements shouLd to-d'ay po'se lamong us as ·the 
chosen vessels of the nail-pier·ced Savi'our Q1f the world I And' what a sihame 
that tihese leade,rs ,s:houl:d 'be ,amassing enormous If.ortunes fr.om the pockets of 
t'he poor and unfortunate who blindly ,£.ollow theml" 

What Is Salvation? 

What is, then, ·Sialv·a.t.ion? What 1.S tlhe atonement·? It maikes possi,ble the 
forgiveness of sin'S. Jesus died j'n our r,oom and stead. "At:! we like sheep have 
gone astray; and ,we have turned everyone to his own way; a.nd the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniqu~lty of us all. He was orppt'essed, and,:he wa·s afflicted. 
ye't he o'pened not h.is m:outih: .he is ,brought a's Q' lamb to the daug·hter, a,nd 
as a ISheep before iher ,slhe'ar,e'rs irs dumib, s·o he openetlh not his mou.th". But 
He died for you and for me,-"the just ,for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God". Wihen He died u'pon Galvar-y"s IC1"O'SS. you d1ed; when He was 
buried, Y'ou were buried; Wihen He r,ose again, you came ·out olf pri'son, with 
all debts paid. }If ,now Y'ou ibelieve on Him. the merits of Hi.s deafu are 
j.mputed· to you; an!d "with his str,ipes we are ·healed". Trhis 1S the gospel we 
preach ;to you. But have we no gospel for the body? Yes. And for the 
mind, too. The gOiSpel 'of our Lord Jesus Chrisrt is tor tlbe whole ma·n .. He 
f.orglives our sins; He purifies· our minds; He en'ga'ges and pos'ses,se·s our spirits; 
and orne day He willi come again, and t1he whole man--<&pirit, soul. and body. 
preserved· entire, complete in Christ, shall be presented faultless 'be'f,ore :the 
presence of His glory with exceed.ing Joy. 

!Jt us get back t'O the simplicioty of the gospel. Mlillions have d-ied triumph­
andy in the faith o'f Ch-rilSt. M'a,nya poor afflicte'd s'oul, wraoked wt~h 'physkal 
pain, has prove·d .that suffering cannot eJOtinguish the spirjt 'of faith within; 
and many an one Ibas been enabled 'by gr·a·ce to .say. "The cu-p tlha't my 
heavenly F'ather ha'tih g,iven me, shaH I n'M dri11'k it"? The will of the Lord 
is best. This Hfe is only a segment o'f t.he eternal cirde: It 115 only a pre­
paratio'n !for the real and a,boundant Hfe beY'ond. Here is Brot·her O'Brien. 
he has been servin'g tlhe Lord for a long time; ·'but 'When Ibe .. ,gets to glory he 
will find h~.s long ·ex,perienc·e has bee.n ibut as' a brief tr.aining in Q primary 
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sdho'Ol; f~r ,the e~p"e.rie'nce ;of this "life is on!ly a 'prep'.u:atiori' for the l-arg,er and 
fuller and rieher life 'beyond: What H ,t:his body Ibe destroyed? "All ,thiri,ge 
are "for your sakes.=that'the',aIb)lndant .grace 'might through the thanksgivi'ng of 
m'any redo'liitd"to tli'~'gh;ry'of"God. F,oi whioh ,cau,se W'e",faint not;' ,but thou,gh ' 
our ouli.wa~d man pe,risih, yet the ,inward ,Iri!im' is' renewed day bY day. For 
our light affiiotito'n, which is 'hut ',fcir' ,a m,oment, worket'h Ifor us a f.ar more 
exceeding 'and eternal weight of glory; while we lodk" not at the things which 
are seen, but at the bhings' which' 'are not 'seen: for the tlh;ings Which 'are seen 
are tempo'Tal; but the thing's which ar'e nOlI: seen' are etern'al.' F'or we 'know 1lhat 
if our eart'My bous:e o,f this tabernade-'were dissolved, we have a buildin,g of 
God, an h,ouse not made wj,bh ha'nds, eternal .in the heavens. For in this", 
the apostle 'conHnues, "we gr,oan",-Wihy gr'oan? Why. .groan if you mlay Ibe 
healed, if you may" have perfect healing? w.hy groan?-"For i,n 'thi,s we gr.oan, 
earnestly desidng to be dObhed upon with our ,house ,witkh is ,from heaven: 
if SiO be bhalt bei,ng c1o!!hed we",s,hall no'n)~ found naked. F'or we tihat are in 
this tabernacle d,o groan, Ibeing"burden:ed: n;o,t' ,tci,r that we 'lWotiid be unclothed, 
but c100thed u'p'on, tlliat mortality might be swa~lowed up 'o'f l~fe". Mrs. Mc­
Pherson can.not 'pr'omise you physi1cal immortality; she cannot promise you 
t,hat by any he'aling pO!Wer ,y,ou may escape d,eatih. The retu'rn of the Lord is 
our' only hope for ,that." Therefore, "Remember n'ow thy' 'Creator .in the days 
o,f thy' youth, while tile evil days ,come not, nor the years dmw nigh, when fuou 
shalt s'ay, I 11 ... ve no pleasure in" them: wihile the sun, or the ligiht, or t'he moon, 
or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds retuTl). alter ,the rain: in the day 
when the keepers of ~he house slhatl trem'hle, '!lind tihe str,ong men shall bow 
themselves, an.d L.be grinders cease beca'use they are few, 'anc;l t;hose tJhlat look 
out of ,the windows 'be darkened, and the door,s shall ,be ,sihut in the streets, 
When the sound of the gr.inc;ling is' low, and he shaLl rise up a~ the voice of 
fue ibird, ,and aU the daug,hters O:f musictk ,Slhall be b~ought ~ow; also When 
t'hey s'hala be afraid of that whi.ch is h(gh, and 'feaors '!ihall ,be in !!he way; and 
the almond tree shall, flourish, an.d the grassh'opper ,s,hQilI :be a ,burden, and 
de'sire slhall ,fan: ,becaUi~e man 'g,od'h to his long !home, and the mourners go 
about the s'treets; or ever the silver cord :be loosed, or ,the golden bowl be 
broken, 'or t'he pitciher 'be ,broken at the fountain, or the wheel !broken at the 
cistern. Then slhaU the dus.t return"tio the"'earth 'as it W!3.S: and '!!he spirit shan 
return un'tO God who gave It". 

TiDi:e or Eterruty? 

But what then? Thi,s I-'say is only the 'beginnillig 'of the larger and richer 
life. We may not he here very long. But the Devil i'S 'emplhasizing t'he phy­
ai'cal and the tempot"al everywher,e. Instead' O'f urging the cleansing o,f the 
8'oul to make i't fit for Heaven, we' are bein.g urged to devO'te ourselve to 
cleansing the earth, to make it' fit 'fo'r the soul; instead of preparing man f,or 
a house not made with hands ete,rnal in the h'eavens, !!he cihuroh is hein'g led 
to 'give herself to an a'ttempt to ,bui'l'd better houses here. AilJd the same prin­
ciple is w-r,apped up in these healin;g movements w.i't'h their emphasis up'on 'tihe 
physical and temp'oral. In~eed the 'changed empha:si's of modem ltea:c1ring 
constitutes, the deadliest of' heresies. 

"Tlhe chur'Clh, to place and p,ower the door, 
Rebukes the's'i,n of ,the world 1110 more; 
Nor s,ees its Lord in the :homeles's p'o'or. 
Everywhere ,is the grasping hand, " 
The eager adding of lan.d to l'an.d; 
And Ea'r'th, w'h.icli seemed to .t,he ,f'a1tJhers, meant 
Much as a .pilgrim',s w.ayside ten,t, 
A nightly slhelter t'o :f.oild away 
Wl,ten the Lord Slhoulld 'call at the br,eak of day 
Solid and 'steadf.ast seems to be," , 
And Tiime has ,forgotten Eternity." 
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Wh.o w:ill remember eternity to-.night? Jesus Christ teadhes us to set <)ur 
affections on t·hing·s above, and to lay up for ourselves treuures .in heaven. 
Will you do it? Will you commit your 's'oul to His keeping? If you are sick, 
He wiU heal y,ou if it is His will; but if affi'iction be necessary to the soull's 
di~cipline, He may permit the lihorn in fhe fles·h to remain, and giving you 
grace to endure, prove that His grace is suffident for you. But whethe'r or not, 
the Saviour offers you a 'salvation ~or t'he whole man-spirit, soul, and body. 
I conju.re you to look to Jesus for fbe ,forgiveness o,f siM; receive Him as 
Saviour, obey Him as Lord; l1eceive the Holy Spiri't to ·be your Comforter, 
and Guide, and Teacher, that believing the Trutth you may be .san<:tified by 
the T.rulth, and be saved Ifor T·ime and for Eternity. 

MISS REBMAN REMOVES TO CHICAGO. 
Thousands of people all over the continent 'have during the past two and 

a ·haH years been readin.g .the stenographic reports of the ·sermons preached 
from Jarvis St. pulpit. Preachers wil!1 know that ·only a most competent sho'rt­
hand writer could do sU'ch !Work. Many ·of these ·sermons have been printed 
with practicailly no revision; indeed, it is seldom that the prea'cher has given 
more t41an forty-five minu,tes or an hour to the work of revision. 

T.he reporting o;{ tihe sermons has been done by Miss Edith Rebman, who 
since June, 1923, ha·s been Secretary of the Baptist Bi'ble Union of North 
America. 

At the MiLwaukee 'Convention, the ,brethren of .the Baptist Bible Union 
decided ·that the ·headquarters office of fhe Bilble Union ·should ·be moved to 
Chicago, with Miss Rebman in charge. We thad no option but to 'consent, 
albeit we knew that the loss of Miss Rebman'·s ,services ,to .the Editor of this 
paper would 'be inestimable. We want our readers to know that if 'bles.sing 
ha·s come through fhe sermons in the Witnesos, Miss Rebman has been the 
means of communicating it to tihem. 

The work of the Bible Union will 'be Idt in Miss Rebman's hands more 
than ever, as it wiH 'be impossi'ble ,for the President to give it the same atten­
tion with the office in Ch.icago. 

Miss Rebman'·s place will be hal'd to fill, and she will be followed to 
·Chica·go by the affectionate interest of .hosts 0.£ Jarvis St. people. She opened 
the Bapti·st B.~ble Union offi'ce in Chica.go, October 8t'h, at Room 320, Monon 
Buildi·ng, 440 Dearborn St., where all corre'SIpondence shottltd .be addressed. 

Baptizing in the Country-One of the encouraging 'feaN·re·s o·f our recent 
experience as a church is the number of young men whom God is manifestly 
calling into the ministry. One of these, Mr. Jas. McGinley, went a few weeks 
ago to visit some friends at Ea'St Nissouri. While there, as the 'C'hurdh was 
without a pa~tor, he was ill!vited ,to prea'ch. He preached, and, like Oliver 
Twist, the people wanted some more I It was decided to hold special services 
with "Jim," a·s we ·call him, for the preacher. From the beginning, God set 
His seal upon tihe work, and many were converted. Last Wednesday (Oct. 1st) 
the Editor of this paper, by invitation went to East Nissouri to prea'ch and 
b3!Ptize. The church was ·packed, ais'le's an.d a1'1, and ·we had .the great plea·sure 
of baptizing ei'ghteen Ibeliever,s,-all y,oung people. Uro. McGinley continued 
the services till Sunday. Of hers were 'converted and ot.hers came forward for 
bwptism. This promising young preacher is entering upon a cour·se o:f study 
at McMaster this month. 

Last Monday's B.Y.P.U. Rally-The Rally of the Baptist Young People of 
the city, held in Jarvi·s St. Church last Monday, was said !by the President to 
be the largest ever ;held. A great addre'S~ on the Three Crosses was delivered 
by Rev. Ga'brie1 Maguire, o·f Westmount, Montreal. 

Sunday Evenings in Massey Hall-Notwithstanding a .g.reat meeting in the 
Arena, at our first M·assey Hall servi'ce,_ ,there was an attendance of at leas,t 
2,500, filling the ground floor and fir,st bakony, with a fair number in the top 
gallery. The meeting was such a success tha.t we expect to continue in 
Ma'ssey Hal:l every Sunday evening (except Oct. 12th, when the Hall .is 
engaged) until next Sprj.ng, in a seven or ei,glh.t months' Sunday evening evan­
gelistic campaign. 



THE GOSPEL WITNESS 13 

The publication of this paper as a missionary enterprise is made I?ossible by the gifts of 
members of I arvia Street Church and others, and is sent to subscribers by mail for $2.00 
(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we shall be grateful for any thank· offering you may be abe to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time; and eapecially for your prayers that the messa~e of The Witness may be used by 
the Ho1:r Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvation of souls, and the exaltation of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hope to add to our free Ult, from time to time, 
the names of ministers at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
A VICIOUS OX AND AN OPEN PIT. 

In the -twenty-firs·t .. chapter ·Qof Exod-u1s, f,r,om the twenty-eight.h to the t:hirty­
sixt.h ver,ses, there is a very instructive piece of legislation. The verses read 
as ,foHows: "If 'an ox g01"e 'a man or a w·oma;n, that ,they die: then the ox 
s'hall be surei1y stoned, and' his flesh shall not be eaten; ·but tJhe owner of the 
ox shall !be quit. But if rhe 'ox we,re w.o~t -to push wJ:th hi,s horn in time past, 
and it ,hath be·en testified -to hi·s owone'r, a'nd he hatlh not kept him ~n, ,but t'hat 
he h'ath killed a man or a Wloman; tihe 'ox shall he Slt.oned, 'and his 'owner also 
shal:l be 'put to deat,h. !of ·there 'be laid on ,him a ·sum of money, tJhen he shall 
give for -the ransom o.f his Hfe whatsoever is laid upon Ihim. Whether he have 
gored a so-n, ·or have gored a d'3Iughter, ac'cording ,to this ju'dlgment shall it be 
done unto him. If the ·ox shall pus·h a manserV'anil: or a ma~dservant; he -shall 
give unto their master thirty s'hekels of .sHver, and the ox shall be ston'ed. 
And if a man, shall o'pen 'a pi.t, or if a man slhaill dig a pit, aond n,ot cove·r it, 
and an ox or an ass fall therein,; the owner (i'f the ,pit shall make it good, and 
give money unto ·the owner of them; a-nd t,he dead ,beas't s:hall he his. And 
Hone man'.s ox hurt anot'her',s, ,that he die; rhen ttlhey shall sell the live ox, 
and divide tJhe mo-ney 'of i't; and the d·ead ox also they ·shaltl dtivi.de. Or if it 
be known t!haot tbe ox hath ·used to p-ush in time past, and bios 'owner barh not 
kept him in; he shall surely pay ox f,or ·ox; and fhe dead s.hall 'be his own". 

We have there an interesting ,law. An owner mu'st not be 'held responsi'bie 
for the fir·st a,ct of wounding hy his irrestPonsihle ox beyond taking such st.eps 
as would 'prevent a repe~ition olf the act. The 'ox wa-s to the stoned; 'but "if 
the ox were wo-nt to push with his horn in time past, and it hatih been testi­
fied to his owne,r, and 'he !hath not kept him in" the owner was held to be 
gU1Lty of the death ,of the persons the ox ha:d kililed. In such case·s both ojjhe 
ox and the owne'r were to· he ,put to deafh. 

Or, if the ox h:ad not killed but only ,injured s,omeone, the owner was 
. required to ,compensate the injured person.s with money and to kill the ox to 
prevent the recurre,nce of the ·offence. 

Then further, a pit left unco;vered 'was held to 'be a me·nace to public sa,fety; 
and any dama.ge resulting ~rom s>uch carelles'sness was dharged to the ·owner 
of the pit. 

A further la:w provid·ed if'or the pr.otection of pr.operty. The owner of a 
vicious animal was res,ponsilble under the a'aw for any dam-age inflicted upon 
his neighbour's property. 

Tthe p'rinciples 'olf this legislation apply to u's: tlhe state is no 'better tthan 
its individual citlizens·. A self-governing people mu,st hold themselves resopon­
si·ble for such evi'ls as tJhey are a,ble to prevent. The state is obliged to 
remove every menace to !human wea!fare, from 'a mad dog to a level ~ailway 
cros.sing. In view o'f the vote on t·he liqu,o.r questio-n to be taken on OctQlber 
23rd, the scripture we have quoted is es'pecially instructive. 

I. 
The Liquor Traffic is an ox which .h3ls ,gored many ,to death. I,t is unnec­

essary to a·rgue this ponnt. It has been the c:a-use of poverty, dis·ease, violence 
of all kinds, and of indescribable moral and spiritual degeneracy. Anyone 
must be totally blind who cannot. 'see thaot ,the Liquor Traffi,c has long been 
one of the wo·rs't foes 00£ humankind. 

This law in Exodus decrees that when ·such fads are establis'hed, means 
must be taken to prevent i'ts recu·rrence. It is noOt p:!,ovided that the ox', 
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stall should be a lirttlle narrower, nor its rope a little shorter, nor that an extra 
man be .engaged t() re'strkt its -de.p,redations. It must 'be killed. Nothing is 
more self-evidellit than 4:lhat the Liqu()r Traffic ought t() 'be ban1shed ,from 
civilized oommunities. It is 'as .deservil}g' of. de·ath as any of her murderer; it 
ought to be shot like any mad dog. 

I.f it 1>e objected that .tJhe Traffi,c has s·ome good dee·ds to its cred'it, i,t may 
be 'said, It-hat such an ox as is 'here sentenced to deatlh, may ·h!l-ve ·p,loughe·d a 
field or dr·awn some g,r·a.i-n to market; but as that did not enti:tle it to live if 
it had shed human 'blood, so the ,pleasure the Traffic may .have given a few 
modera1e drinkers is more than counter-balanced ib'Y the whOllesale des'truction 
{or whidh ~t is reslPonsilble, for the hear,ts it has br.oken, the Bves it has blasted, 
the fummes it has cursed, the homes h has ruined, the ,bodies and souJs it 
has destroyed. 

II. 
This laiw holds t'hat knowledge of such a devouring evi'l .involves respon­

sibility for its Icon'tinua-nce. A man "is to be Iheld resp·onsi"b1e f.or the less'ons 0If 
history: "If the ox were WOIllt to push wLth !his ,horn in time pa'st, and.h hath 
been tes·Hfied to his owner, and he hath not kept 'him in, but that he hath 
kiUed a man or a w,oman; the ox shall he sten·ed, and .his 'owner also shalll be 
put 1-0 deruth". Tlhis is t'he judgmeIllt of tbe d1vine law,-tlhat every m:m is 
responsi'hle for the perpetuation of such evil as he has power to ·prevent. This 
principle makes ev-ery one who s,up'ports the Liquor Traffi·c, 'or fails to do his 
utmo.st to destroy it, resp,onsible fo.r its deeds. This surely 'sh()uld sel;ld every 
Christian voter to tihe poles Octohe.r 23rd. 

This wonder.ful statute IProvide's ·f9r cer.1ain c'ompensatj.on,-not for the 
owner 00£ the ox. ,on aocount of its II-O.SS .. On 'i·he ,contrary, he is requked to 
indemnify tJhose who have been gored by ~is vicious, beast. Wh·o is to c.om­
pensate the w'id'ows and or·phans for ,the Imisery .inflicted upon -them by tlhe 
Liquor Traffi.c? 

Once more: We :have here a law rela-ting to 'an ·open pit.-Not now a 
dangerous beast looking f.or his p,rey, but ·only a plla'ce where a man or beast 
may fall to .his own hurt. But the man !Who o,pens.the pit, or leaves it open, 
is held responsilble fo·r an'Y damage of any wlho fall into it. Th·at princ'iple is 
recognized in our ·d·ay in ·the la;w requiring Ithat an excavation -in a public 
hig.hway 'be pr.otected !by a red light at n.ight. W.hy d,o we not require a red 
light to be pI'aced over every 'burMing where the Liqu()x Traffic is housed? 
It may be said ·tlhat 'a man is ilOlt Olbliged to Igo in, that the T,raffic d'oes 110t 
pursue him, and he ought to have nothing to do with it i:f it does him harm. 
But this law pr·ovides for an ass: surely the sltate is under an equal obligation 
to provide pro:tection ,for its weaiker and weakest -citizens. 

The 'owner of ,the pit is pe~mitted to keep the dea;d body his pit has slain 
and to 'pay 'for tlhe damage. The only compensation due the Liquor Traffic i; 
to be ·cha·rged with the maintenance o.f hospitals, asylums, or,phanages, and 
jails, f,or which i:t is responsi'ble. . 

T'he next st~pulation touches the economic aspect 00£ the question. It has 
to do wilfh ,the pr·otection of 'property. No bus1ness can fl'ourish long which 
permits a ·con~inuous waste of i,ts res·ources. T'he effort olf every branch of 
manufa·cturing is ,to turn the waste to we'aIlfh. What .is true of a 'business 
concexn .is true o·f a nation. Every care should be exercised to get the ·maxi .. \ 
mum 'olf labour out of our oxen and asses. lit 1S still more important that the 
nation'·s human a·ss·e,ts should be maintained at the maximum of efficiency. This 
law lII).ade no provision for the maintenance o'f a s,tate 'offi,cer to care for those 
who ~~re injured by a mad ox, nor to care for the ox: it Ip.rovided, .rather, fo.r 
the kl'lhng of the beast. Why should ,the .state pay for !hospitals, asylums or­
phanages, and jails, !for tlhe accommodation of the products of the Li'quor 
Traffi'c? Why ·bear all :this expense? \Vhy have we not sense enough to kilH 
the mad ox? . 

. Such an ox mlglM ibe difficult to c·apture, which ,was on"ly an additional 
a.rgume~f ·for it. 'being dest.roye~. Ill. some .families the boy with the ugliest 
!emper ·IS IPerml.tted to. h~ve ~IS. o,:,"n way. T~e reSlt of .the family is sub­
Jected .to the,stnctest kmd 0'£ dls·cliPl~·ne; :qut the mnate selfishn~ss and lawle,ss­
ness of thi~ ugly-tempered boy secures for him a license. llhe lawlessnes's of 
the. Liquor Traffic should co.nstitutc; a c~all~nge .to ,every righHhinkin.g' .citizen 
w'hl,ch sqould be ~nswered by a, dete.ql11na~lOn to destroy it-ro()t. and branch. 
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TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH, AND THE CALL OF ELISHA.­
II Kings, Chs. I, 2 . 
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. :r'he end of all B'iible study is a more irutimate acquantance with Chr:ist 
T.he Old Tes·tamen,t is as full of Christ as the New. He is "-the Lamb slain 
from -the foundation of the world". When Herod s'aid to Christ, "It is· John, 
whom I be'headed: he is risen from the dead", he uttered a great truth; for 
aJll martyred propheh found a voice in Him Who is ·the Word of God (Heb. 
1: 1). In t·he foul'lth chap·ter 'o,f Luke, we have tlhe authority o·f our Lord 
Himsel'f for regarding both Elijah and EHsiha as types o'f Christ: the closing 
scenes in the life of Elijah, and the beg'inning of the ministry of Elisha, are 
strikingly ,sug.gestive of the opening c:haop-ters of the A'cts o·f the. Apostles. 
1. Elijah Was a Messenger Not Only of the Goodness but of the Severity 

of God. 
1. He was espe'cially chosen -to bear witness to the truth that there was 

bu,t onc God. That was his testimony on Ca'rmel; that was ·his testimony 
everywhere---4:h'aot Vhere was ihut one God:. Hence :his .protest ·against Ahaziah's 
inquiry 0'£ t:he gO'd 0'£ Ekron. Thus, too, Christ calme to witness to thi·s same 
truth: "No man hath seen God at any ,time; the onlly ibegot·ten Son, which is 
in the bosom of the Fa..t:her, 'he ha..t.h de.cIar.ed him". 2. The prophet of the 
Lord cannot be 'con·quere-d by force. The lioght 0'£ Truth cannot be extin­
guished by human might. Fire came down ·fr.om Heaven in res.ponse to 
Elijah's prayer. The disciples of Christ asked H ,they might ·command fire 
to I=ome down from heaven, as Elijalh did, when the Sajlnaritans would not 
re·ceive Him; 'but "he turned, and reibuked them, an'd said, Ye know n·ot· what 
manner of spirit ye are o·f". But here there is a time e1ement; this is the day 
Oif grace with our Elijah. There is, however, a day a'ppoin,ted when even He 
shall come wifh flaming fire. The quintessen'ce olf hell is involved in. the ter­
rible phrase, "The wraoth of the Lam:b". 3. When :the third ca.ptain of the third 
filfty humMed himseH, Elijah. was entreated of him; and thoug:h it was to 
deliver the same message, yet judgment did. not immediately fall on the fif·ty. 
We cannot ·compel the Lord to -do our bidding, to ·c·o.me down at our call; 
but when we humble ourselves before Him, we :have the promi·se that those 
who ask shall receive; tihat those who seek .s·hall find; and to those who kno.ck, 
the .door shall be opened. 4. Elijah's proophe·cy was (}ne ,of death to the king 
wiho ·sought healing at an idol'lS hand. And so runs the .gos'pel. "'Dhere is 
none other na.me", etc. 

II. Elijah's Translation Was a Pre-intimation of the Immortality.Brought to 
Light Through the. Gospel. 

1. Elijah's ·ascension was a revelation of another world. ·T.hus ,by His resur­
re.ct'ion and a·scension to .the right hand o£ God t'he Father, our Lord Jes.us 
"brought life and immortality to 'light t:hroug1h the gospel". 2. Elijah's pro­
mise of a double portion 0.£ his spirit i·s illustrative '0.£ Chr'ist'·s pr·omise to His 
disciples, that He .would -not 'leave .them o'rphans;. ibut that He would send 
the Spirit ·upon .them. . 

III •. Elisha Clothed with· Elijah's Spirit is Illustrative of Pentecost, and the 
Church's Subsequent. History, 

1. Elijah's gift was not ·a double portion merely, 'but the ·porti(}n Qf the 
fins·bho'rn .. So tthe Church, the body o·f believers, is ,the Ohur.eh of the First­
born. Our Great Head was born from the grave; and "when he ascended up 
on high, 'he led captivity captive, and gave g,ifus uruto men". 2. Elisha's 

. experience proved that it. was expedient that Elijah should go away. Elisha 
was enriched and empowe.red :by hi·s master's depart·ure. Thu~ the Church 0'£ 

. Christ is clothed with' t'he Spirit of ,the Fi·rstborn, and enri·ched by His exal­
tati(}n. 3. What Elijah had done, Elisha found him-seH able .to· do-and 
indeed, even grea·ter thin,g·s. than'. Elija:h did. Luke's ·gospel was a treatise of 
·all "that Jesus. began ·both to do ·and ·to teach,. unti'l the day in w'hic'h he was 
tatken u·p". It was the story of the mini'stry o:f EliJah. The Acts oIf. the Apo,st-les, 
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by implicat'ion, has set u·p a re-cord 'of ·tlhat w:hi'ch Chri·st c~ntinues to do after 
His exaltati·on-that is to say, the Acts 0;£ the Apostles lS the story of the 
ministry of EHs:ha. The mantle o:f the as'cended Lord is bequeat.hed to His 
Church' and, by His porwe'l', the miracles which He wr·ougiht may be repeated. 
And, ,1j.ke Elis.ha, we ·should prove our relationshi,p to our Elijah iby .the ·fruit 
of the Spirit in our lives. 
IV. Elisha's First Miracle Was Suggestive of the Principle of the Spirit'. 

Ministry. 
The programme of tihe New Testamen,t Chur·ch is to cleanse the springs 

of Hfe 'by the sal·t o,f the .ga·spel. That which is ma.de pure within will s·oon 
become clean without. 
V. There Was an Element of Judgment Even in Elisha's Ministry. 

God does not ·change. The New Testament stories 0'£ Ananias and Sap­
l'.hira should :be ·sufficient to remind us ,that "our God is a con'surning fire". 

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

The Bible School-Last Sunday the 'attend·a·nce was 901. Where ·were the 
99? The Adult Dep.artment was slig.htly do'wn. Let us touch four figures next 
Sunday. 

The Sunday Morning Bible Class-The great attendance is an inspiration 
to the whole s·chool. We .hope soon to announce we have reached the 500 
mark. Help us .by coming next Sunday. 

The Officers' and Teachers' Meeting-Mond'ay evening is a fountain of 
deHg:ht and inspiratio·n. Over 100 have attended each meeting until last Mon­
day, when tlhe time was 'c'hanged to 7.30 ·on account of the B.Y.P.U. Fall 
Rally. Notwithstanding, nearly 100 were on hand. 

The Prayer Meetings-These conti·nue without alba.tement of interest and 
with increasing attendance. T.he Tuesday meeting is now ·held in the Ledure 
Hall, and the Thur·sday meeting in the Church Auditorium. Only the Holy 
Spirit can inspire people to delight in prayer. 

The Thursday Bible Lecture-We are delighted to welcome many from 
other Baptist churches, and from churches of all den·ominations at these lec­
tures. Last week there was a great cro·wd. In days when so many churches 
are resorting to so many carna!l devi'ces, in order to hold "the young people", 
we count it a privilege to 'be ,permitted to demonstrate' that .for young and 
old alike nothing can command the head and heart li'ke the Bi·ble itself. 
La'st Thursday, four were ba·ptized. Baptism will be administered Thursday 
of this week, and Sunday evening. Baptism will /be admini.stered Thursday 
evenings instead Q1f Sund·ays -While evening services are held in Mas:sey Hall. 

Communion Service Sunday Evening-The monthly Communion service 
will be held Sunday evening ·next, Octo,ber 12th. A large number 0'£ new 
members will 'be received. 

Other Jarvis St. Extension Work-A /band of young men are holding open 
air s·ervitces ·on Parliament Street every Saturday evening. We expect to see 
four or five of these enter the mini·stry. In Todmorden di·stri·ct, a brother, 
bapl'ized in August, is assembling a Bihle class in his house-the Young Wit­
ness' Bible Class. Five o·f the young men profe·ssed conversion Sunday, Sept. 
28th, and another la.st Sunday morning. These, with others, wiU 'be 'baptized 
next Sunday. 

In tlhis same district, Mrs. Bates Is 'conducting a ·cla·ss for young ladies, 
Tuesday evenings. They concentrate upon the Thursday meeting in Jarvis 
St. from this district. One member of thi·s cla'ss .has already been 'baptized. 

A similar work is going on out twelve or ,four.teen miles on the Kingston 
Road, with Bro. Hodg,son's 'home as the ce·ntte. Here a fine Sunday School 
ha.s be~n in progres·s for 'some time. Thus God is saving people to -become 
HIS witnesses. 
. Dorcas Society-The first meetin.g of the Dor·cas Society ,fo·r this season 

will ·be held on Thursday afternoon, Ootober 16th, at 2 o'·clock. No tea will 
be served a·t this meeting; 'but the ladies are asked to come early and sew. 


