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"And beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say 
nothing against it."-Acts 4: 14. 

_ hlwe had the effect of elimdnating from this great congregation the 

~~
DO not regret the inclement weather this evening, :because it will 

I merely curious; though it we had had ,fair weather instead of 
torrents of rain, we could not have accommodated many more. 

- And I thin'k I may safely assume that, as 'we gather here to-night, 
we are absolutely desirous of examinin-g the Word of God to find 

out what the ,Scriptures tea'Ch upon this important subject. I !begin iby saying 
that [ recognize dt is a very delicate sUlbject, a subject upon which many devout 
peo.ple are very sensitive, and in whi.ch every true Ibeliever must Ib6 deeply 
interested and concerned. I am not going ,to preach to-night. I shall not 'be 
careful as to how I present the truth--I mean, as to -the manner of the delivery 
o;f it. I want you to allow me to turn and read sections of ScrLpture. You 
may calI my word to-night a BIble-reading, or whatever you please. But wha.t 
I .want to get at is, What saith the ,Scripture respecting ·the matter of -physical 
healing iby divine power? I say, we ought to 'be desirous of understandIng the 
ScrLp.tures, of "rightly dividIng -the word of truth"; and if we would -know what 
the Scriptures teach respecting any matter, we must endeavour to cQme to the 
study of the Word without prejudice, ·with an open mind, and in dependen'Ce 
upon the ministry of -the Holy Spir.it to teach us the Word- of the Lord. 

I want to add this word of counsel. AUow nothIng -to. !prevent you from 
seekin-g from the hand of -God the very ibest -that He has to give. There aTe so 
ma.ny !professing Christians who live on ·the law plane- d:Il life described by the 
A.postle Paul as "carnal"; who "·walk as men",--measuring_ everything. 'by human 
standards, by human wisdom, and shuttJIng their hearts against the- 'Wisdom 
that comes from altove. But one .is sincerely con'Cern~d lest those who profess 
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the name of Chr.ist should Ibe content' w:i.th seco~d and even third ·rate bless
ings; when God would have us wear every day "the best robe", and sit at His 
ban:queting,table. 1 would suggest again as a preparation for the study of this 
swbject: .Let us not !be deter·red 'by mere cop.ventionality, or Iby the tradition of 
men. You will remember when our Lord! came, He honoured the Old Testa.
ment'IScriptures. iBut He &&.id ,to those who professed! to teach· them, "Ye make 
the word of God o·r none effect through your traditioons." And it is possible for 
us to ma.k:e "the ,word of ·God of none effect" Iby our traditions;-to .be !bound 
to the IPrarUces of a particular church; to sh'ut ourselves 1liP to what rwe our
seIves, !perha'ps, may have observed; and to measure the possilbilities of the 
Christian life iby our own limited eXiperiences. ~hus ·if your attention is 
directed: from 'time to time to some aspect of ·truth which has never challenged 
your attention before; i·f some :possilbi.lity of Iblessing is held· out to you which 
you have never ,before 'contellltPlated, do not allow yourself .to Ibe turned aside 
by the counsel of carnal 'wisdom; but learn always to go to 'Headquarters. and 
to hear what God the Lord shall say. 

At the same time, we are to remember. that we are admonished to "try the 
spirits whether they are of God!: because many false, .prophets are gone out into 
the world'." I am not 1dentifying the fa;lse pro.phets; ;1 would not attempt to 
do so, even if I had .the ability to discern infallilbly Ibetween the preci-ous and 
the v.ile: I am simply laying down a ;principle ·for our guidance in the under. 
standing of ·these matters. ,But we are told that ·we should "try the spirits 
whether' ,they are of God: 'because many false !prophets are Igone out dnto the 
world". 

I remind you of the ,familiar truth that one of ·the sphere's of the Devil's 
operation is that of religion. The !Devil is the most religious ,person in the 
uni·verse. "The devils also !believe and tremble." The 'Devil has no doubt 
whatever about the existence, or the ,power of God. He ,knows too well; and 
a moment's refiectioon will show you that !he has always done hds deadliest 
work under the ,guise of rengion. lot was not .the world of :pwblicans and sinners 
which cruciofled Christ; He rwas ·rejected 'by the chief priest!!, and.- the scribes, 
and the Pharisees-<by the ol'£icial religious lead'ers of the day; it was they 
who demanded His !blood. He was 'betrayed dnto the Ib.a.nd of sinners;-and He 
was betrayed !by one of ,the twelve. The explanation of that :betrayal is given 

. here: that !Satan entered into Judas,-a IProfessed, disci!ple, an aJl)ostIe of the 
Lord; and thus, in the 'guiae of an a.postle, he sold the :Son of iGod for silver. 
That. I ,think, ()ught to make us very careful. 

The (DeVil can be !both heterodox and orthodox by' turns. When the revival 
came to .Samaria, and the Samaritans received ,the Word of the Lord. th-ere 
was a worker of magic. a sorcerer, 'Simon !by name. who ,i>~ofessed faith in 
Christ. He was numlbered among the converts; and he was !baptized as others 
were lbaaltized. iPeter andl John came .down.·· .. am.d when ,sImon saw ,that through 
layi·ng on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them 
money, saying. 'Give me also this ,power, that on whomsoever I ,lay hands, he 
may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him. Thy money jperish with 
·thee, ,because thou hast thought that tJhe gift of God may Ibe ;purchased with 
money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart .is not 
dght lin the sight .of -God. • • • For '1 perceive that thou a.rt In the gall of 
,bitterness, and in the ibond of iniquity." 'He was not a saved man at all; he was 
under ·the domination of the same spirit which had given hi,m pTom.inence as 
a sorcerer, and he pro.posed to make traffic of religion. And remember! Simon 

: was a lPerfectly orthodox man. He did not question anything. He re'ceived 
. the truth of the .gospel intellectually. and' even .sou'ght the power of the Holy 

;j 
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Ghost. Now, it is a great mistake to sU'PPose that the Hi,gher Crltics, the 
Rationalists, mono.polize the services of Beelzebub. .J have llot the shadow of 
a doU!bt in my own mind ,that the spLrit Oif IMoodernLsm is not modern at· all, 
but it is rea;lly the spirit which spoke through the 8eI'1Pent in IEden. But, on 
the other hand" the DeVin can !be ultra-conservative. He cam Ibe as lor,thodo); 
as the .Apostle 'Paul; he can simulate the very works of Ood. He is the author 
of "lying wonders", ,by which many are deceived. 

I 'shall read to you a few.,passages, not Ibecause you do not 'know them, but 
to "stir u.p your ,pure mi'nds' 'by way of remellllbrance". [01 Corinthians, 11: 13-16 
-"mor such are ·false apostles, deceitful :workers, tr8ll1Sforming themselves Into 
the apostles of !Christ. ,And no marvel;. for ISatan. is transformed into an angel 
ot light. Ther·efore dt is no ·great thing if his ministers. also be transformed 
as the mtnisters of i'ighteousness; whose end sha'll Ibe according to their 'Works." 
Then -if you will ,turn to iiI Tf.mothy, 3: 13-'lBut evil men and seducer,s shall 
wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived." Now, what is the 
remedy? We have it ,before us: ''iBut continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned ·lIInd ·hast been assured of, knowdng of whom thou hast learned 
them; and that from a child thou hast known the holy scri:ptures, which are 
alble to make thee wise unto· salvation through faith which is i,n OhIrist Jesus. 
All scripture is .given 'by inSipiration of God, and is pr'ofita·ble for doctrine, for 
reproof, ,for correction, for instructJiGn in righteou,sness: that the man of God 
may ·be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 'good wo.rks." There the apostle 
pred'icts that seducers shall come to turn people a,way from the faith; but ,to 
Timothy He said,: 'jOontinue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 
has been assured 'Of." [hOrpe that those of you who come here 'will not acceipt 
anything, at amy time,-I do not su·ppose you will,--4>ut if any of you are foolish 
enough to do it, II warn you against it ,-that you W'ill not accept anything,' at 
any time.-1because the Pastor of this church says so. Search the :S-criptures. 
Be 'guided by the teaching of God's Word. [t is said of the :Bereans: "'Dhese 
were more noble ,than ,those in Thessalon,ica, au that they recei·ved the word with 
all ,readiness of miud, and sellirched the scriptures daily, whether those thiu,gs 
were so." 01 would have you, my Ibrethren and &i·sters, go to Headquarters. 
Let God speak to you. Be fully persuaded in your own mind. !Do not let any 
mllin ,be your guide. iLearn to gO to ·the Word of God for yourself, amd be 
estalblished in the truth as it is there taught; so that you.. will 'be ruble to stand 
alone, if need ibe, ou the Word of God. Do not lean upon any preacher, upon any 
teacher, lIlPon any ki,nd of prophet .. iDo not be carried lIIway by' these things. 
Know your Bi,ble. Let ,the tf;lcriptures :be your guid·e. 

There is another pass·age iIi I Timothy, 4: l~"iNow the S,pirit speruketh 
exopressly, that in·the latter times some ·shall dSlpll>r,t ·from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing BlIirits, and d'octrines of devils; spea;king lies an hy.pocr.isy; having 
their conscience seared 'with a ,hot iron". IStudy that chapter. I call your 
attention to thlllt 'Verse to show that' the IScrtptu're warns us that a day of 
seduci,ng spii'its ·is coming. And our Lord Himself said: "There shall arise 
faJ.se eh'rists', and false prophets, and shall shew great si-gns and wonders; 
insomuch that, if -it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect."-that the 
Devil is such a clever imitator that the very elect may be deceived 'by the 
mamifestations of his (power. 

And there is special d·an·ger .in all these matters ,to those who seek to 
honour the W,ord of the iLord, to those who recognize its' authority. There are 
a great many ".isms" abroad dn the world to-d'ay 'Which' have no temiptation for 
carnal Christians, no temptation whatever for :the man whose Bilbl'e is closed'; 
tor 'When a. man comes preachin·g in ,the name of the Lord, and quotin,g iScr.ip
ture as hiB authority ·for that ,which he ,preaches, there are hosts of people in 
our -churches who are unmoved Illy ,that, 'because the .Scripture has no 8Iuthority 
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In their lives at all; they utterly neglect the Word of God. It is the people 
who study the Word of God, who know it perfectly, but who acknowledge its 
authority, and who are anxious to know what God has .to say on these sU'bjects,
they are .the !people who may !be led astray Iby sedu'cing spirits. 

:And, then, I·t Is characteristic of 'our s!pii'itual infancy, that we are easily 
"carried a.bout with every wind of doctrine". The Devil is fond of quoting texts. 
He d.id it to the .MasteT; he sought to lead Him astray by qnoting ScrLpture 
out of its connection. And there Is just a.. ipossilbUity of young Christians lelllp
Ing to conclusions; and !by the 'use of the very Word of' 'God, ,being turned aside 
from "·the faith once delivered to the saints". When' [ had had less e~perience, 
less 'o.P!Portunity for oIbs'ervation, .r ·was much more easily moved than I am to-day. 
I think iI can sincerely say that it is not 'because [ love .the Lord less; it is not 
because I am less desirous of knowing what His W'Ord teaches; but it is because 
(I have learned that .truth is many·sided, and that some {)f these great doctrines 
of the Word ,need careful examination in order to kn()w their relation to the 
whole scheme 'Of redem,ption. Paul tells us that certain gifts are given to the 
Ch·urch: "He gave some, apostles; and some, ·prophets; !IIlld some, evangelists; 
an·d ·some, i)aStors and teachers; for the 'perfecting of the saints un.to the ·work 
of ministry, f{)r the edHying of the Ibody of Christ: till we all come in the II1nity 
of the ,faith, 'and of the kn'Owledge of the- Son o·f God·, unto a perofect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that we ·henceforth 'be no 
more children (Wihat is .the characteristic of children?) tossed to and fro, and 
earried a:bout with every wind of doctrine, by th·e sleight 'O'f men, and cunn.in.g 
craftiness, whereby they lie In ·wait -to deceive." -Some peop,le are carried about 
by the latest fad that comes to town. [s.pent a yea,r in evangelistic wonk. I 
went fTom town to town, and from city to city, some years a:go, preaching after
noon and, evening every: day of the week exce.pL;Sunday, and then ollten three 
or four services. I foun.d different situations in differ,ent places: !but 'I found 
& certain ty,pe of reli~ous peo.ple,---'Churoh gYlPsies, everywhere;. ·they are found 
everywhere 'but belo.n·g nowhere; they are always ~etting religion, yet never 
lie em to have any; they ca,n lbe depended UIPon only ·for one thing, to respond 
to the latest 'religious fad. I remember being in a' .place once where a man 
professed conversion; and the very next night he Iboth testified and prayed 
m'OSt eloquently. I turned· to the ;pastor and said: "That is a m()st extra
erdi.nary deliverance for a brube in CMist!" ".ah," Iile sand, "that is the 
thirteenth ,time he has !been converted." N{)w, [ do not spea'k lightly. I am 
lltatin'g the ·facts of the case, thlllt In any large city there will a.lwaY's !be found 
a multitude of people religiously disposed, but superficially instructed in the 
Word of Q{)d,-and yet zealous, having "a zeal of God·, 'but not according to 
knowledge";.-and these are "tossed to and fro, and clllrr:ied about with every 
wind of doctrine." The last .preacher tibat comes to town is the only preacher 

·they ever heard who ,knew h'Ow to .preach th~ ·gospel. They stay with him two 
or three months; then they ,go on to find somebody else. That is a character
istic of our religious Ufe which does not ibelong to this !period only; it 'belongs 
to all !periods. And every 'Chri.sti!llll of any eX/perience knows this to be true .. 
We ought to outgrow such childishness; we should so know our Bibles, and be 
so rooted 'and '~ounded·, that we cannot ,be "carrie.d a.'bout with eV!lry wind of 
doctrine". We should 'be established ·so as to stand Uke the cedars of 'Lebanon 
In the face of the fiercest storm. 

Is Divine Healing Possible? 
11>0 we believe in divine healing? .r ask another question: 'Do we 'believ.e 

In Q{)d? Once 1>ostulate God·, the God of the 'Bilble, and nothing is impossible. 
''In the beginning' ·God created the heaven and the earth"; and He Who made 
can remllike; He Who gave light can give new eyes to see it if 'He so desires; 
He Who made 1lhis .ph~sical frame can repair it WIld ma.-ke it new. I will go 
farther and say as my fundamental .pro,position, that the iplan ·o·f Redemption 
com'prehends the whole man. Salvation is not ·f()T the spirit only; it is for the 
mind and .the body. Can Q{)d heal the body? Of course He can. Will He ma:ke it 
per.fect?· Yes: "!For our· citizenshf.p-is in heaven; {rom whence also (I make 
It first person, sin,gular)-from wlilence also I look for the 'Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall chauge our vile ·body. that it may Ibe ·fashIoned like 
untO' his glorious ibody, a:ccording to the workLn.-g whereby he is a:ble even to' 
sUlbdue all things unto himself." Some day we are going to have absolutely 
perfect !bodies, not subject to diseaSe at all; for we are ,bound for a City where 

I~ . 
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"there shall 'be no more death, neith,er sorrow, n'or crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain." 

Can God Interfere? 
Let us get away from that evolutioI;lary noUon that oGod 'cannot interfere! 

We m.i'ght just as well stop praying altogether, i·f we are driven to ;that 
conclusion-that God cannot intervene; that He cannot suspend one law by 
Ibringing i,nto operation a still h,igher law. We rbelieve .surely in a ,sovereign 
God WiIlo can hear His children when they cry; "w,ho forgiveth all thine iniqui· 
ties; who healeth all thy ·diseases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction; 
who ero,wneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy 
mouth with good thi,ngs; so that thy youth is renewed lIke thoe eagle's." Now, 
let us rhave, If [ may reverently say so, a ,big God; let us learn ,to think of God 
as He is revealed to us in. the Person of Christ,-a sovereign King 'by all means, 
but a tender and loving 'Father W,ho hears His chdldren when they cry. There. 
fore, iI have no doubt ,wh'atever about the possibility of divIne healing, so-called. 
I mean ,that God can heal. 'We ,have an inSlPired ,record that He has on many 
occasions healed, the rbody. Had I time, f would go back over the Old Testament 
with yoU; ,but let me single out· the one particular case of ~'aaman, with whieh 
we are all familiar. "His flesh came again like unto the flesh of ·a little child, 
and he was clean", although he had been a leper. The supreme revelation of 
God is in Chr,ist; and if we want to know what God is like, we must see Him 
in the face of -Ghrist. I am not 'concerned rubout your evolutionist's God, about 
the God of science: "For God, who commanded the lIght to shine out 'of dark· 
ness, hath shined i,n our hearts, to glive the light of the 'knowled,ge of the glory 
of God in the ,face of Jesus Christ". That is wrhere we are to see God: "He 
that hath seen me, hath aeen the Father". 

Christ As a Healer. 
Now, then, what were the characteristics 'of our Lord's ministry? He cast 

out devils; He healed all manner of diseases among the peo,ple. I do not want 
you to take my word for _it; read your gOSlPels-IMatthew, !Mark, Lu,ke and 
John; find me one single instance there recorded where any case was Ibrou·ght 
to Jesus for physical healin,g ,which He could, not heal. [venture the assertion 
that ,there is not one caSe recorded in the' gospels where Jesus ,failed to heal 
those who came to him ,for healing. He healed them;-1How many? T'he easy 
cas·es? those who had a tooth·ache? those who were affected, with nervous 
tl'ou,ble? those who ,had some internal diseases which no,body knew anything 
about? 0, no; . the blind, the deaf, the halt, ,the lame, the leper: ''They were 
healed everyone." And it is not recorded that anyone was ever disappointed 
who came to the Lord Jesus for healing-not one. E'ven when pe()ple Ibrought 
their friends, their faith was rewarded; and He healed all manner of diseases. 
Now, remem.ber! df rpeo,ple are healed Iby the exercise of merely human rpOWeT, 
you may have to select such diseases as are most susceptilble to treatment; ,but 
"with God all things are ipossi'ble". The outstand.ing eX8!mple of what it is 'to 
believe God, not man, is Abraham, "who against hope .believed in hope", and 
"staggered not at the promise o·f 'God through unlbelief". Contrary to nature, 
he believed that a child should be Qorn of parents nearly a eentury old, who 
would lay the ,foundation oJ a new race, through whom" blessing would come 
to the whole world. There was nothing easy about that! ilt was so difficult ,that 
it ,was impossible apart ·from God. Now Jesus 'came to reveal God; and when 
John sent messengers saying, "Art thou 'he that should, 'come. or do we look 
for another? Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again 
those thin,gs which ye do hear and see: the ,blind receive their sight, and, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, 
and the rpo'or have the 'gos-pel preached to them". 

What were ,the miracles of Jesus? In our version they are descri.bed as 
"md·racles"; the ,word 1.1terally is "signs". "This !beginning of signs did Jesus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory". He manifested His divIne 
power through the signs which He wrought. And His Signs were His creden· 
tials; they were the divine cerUfication that this P'ro.p,het was none. other than 
the Son of God. Jesus went -tB.rther than merely ,to heal: He antlCipated the 
whole scope of Redemption; He not only ministered to the Spirit and to the 
mind, and healed the body, but He raised the dead, and 'brought Iback in perfect 
health the ibody that had been reeking with corruption, to sit at ,the taJble with 
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Hlm,-a tYIPe and a 'Prophecy of that complete work of redemption wh'ich shall 
be accomplished at His coming again: "·For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, but 
ourselves also, which 'have the <fi,rstfruits o;f the 'Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our ·body". 

The Lord Jesus Promised the Gift of Healing. 
'Once more: Our Lord· Jesus 'promi,sed the continuance of these gifts to His 

disci'Ples. "He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and .preach the gospel 
to every creatu·re. He that ,believeth and is !baptized shall be saved; !but he 
that 'believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall ·follow them that 
beldeve; ,In my name shall they cast out d,evils; they shall speak with new 
ton.gues; they shaJl take up ser,pents; and i-f they ·drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt -them; ,they.s·hall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover". 
Thus the Lord promised His disCiples. We turn now ·for a minute or two to 
the Acts of the AIlostles to see hOw He kept His !promise. 

After Pentecost • 
. Before He went home to glo·ry, He said to His disciples: ''These signs shall 

foll'O'W them that <believe". "Behold, I send the ,promise of my Father upon you; 
but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye :be endued with ,power from on 
high". You know ,the story in the first of kcts, how they waited there; the 
second: of Acts, how the :promise was ,fulfilled, and the Holy ISpirit came; and 
the third of Acts: Peter and John are going llIP to the tem.ple at the hour of 
prayer; and they see a certain man lame ·from his mother's wom1b, 'who was 
carried and laid daily at the gate of the temple which is 'called Beautiful, to 
ask a.lms of them that entered into the ,tem-ple; and ·w,ho seeing Peter and John 
about to go into the temple asked for alms. iNow, these apostles have need of 
signs as th·eir IMaster had; for He is gone. Later they 'Prll;yell "that signs and 
wonders may !be done 'by the name of thy holy child Jesus." But mark this: 
They selected a ·public character for their ,first mi'racle. !He;was a man whom 
all the city knew, aJbout whose .physical infirmity there was not the shadow of 
a doubt. He ,was carried 'and laid as a ,po'or beggar at the 'gate of the temple 
every day; and you ,know the story of how he was healed :by the ·power of the 
name of the 'Lord Jesus. And -then it is ·said: "He too,k him by the right hand. 
and lifted h.im llIP: (he did not 'knock him down.) and immediately his feet 
and ankle bones ·received strength. And he leaping up stood, and walked, and 
entered with them into the te·m,ple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 
And all the people saw him ,wallting and ,praising 'Goll: and they knew that it 
was he which sat for alms at the !Beautiful gate of the temple: and: they were 
filled with wonder and amazement 'at that which had hap.pened unto him. And 
as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the peo.pIe ran 
together unto them in the porch that is 'called ISolomon's, :greatly wondering". 
And ,I confess, If I had been in Jerusalem then, 'I should have been among the 
people; II should certainly have ibeen at that meeting. Then the apostles were 
put in ward; and here is what is said of their enemies: "And ·beholding the 
man which was healed standing with them, they could .say nothing against it. 
But· when they had commanded them to go aside out of the cou·ncil, they con
ferred a.mong themselves, saying. What shall we do to these men? for that 
indeed a not8lble miracle hath 'been ·done by them is mantfest to all them t·hat 
dwell in Jerusalem; and we canriot deny it". They !Wanted to; they were no 
friends of the gospel at all. But they said: ''Thds thing is so open, and plain, 
and unmistakruble, and so Ipu.blic, that there is not any,body in Jerusalem who 
does not know aJbout it; everYlbody . knoWs' that it 'is a ,genuine mirade, and 
we shall only make fools of ourselves if we try to deny it." Now, I !believe in 
miracles like that; that is the kiud of miracle 'I should lake to see-something 
genuine, and unmistll;kaJble, which nobody can deny. And ,this man came and 
stood with the 'Preacher. I am not 'condemning a.ny'body. If God in His mercy 
should visit us, and restore to the church the gUts of the apostolic period, and 
let us see ,such miracles again, then wdth all our hearts we would praise God 
.for it, and say, ";r,t is the 'Lord". But let us be sure that it is God Who is 
dOing this thing: let us ·be sure that it is genuine, and -that it Is manifest to 
all. "Behold.ing the man which was healed standing ·with ,them they could say 
nothdng against it." I should think not! . 

•• 
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There a're thousands 'of cri~ples in this City. A brother cal1ed me up tast 
nig.ht. He is a returned s'Oldier. He used ,to come to this church rwhen he was 
in the Home for iIncurable ,Soldiers on Jarvis Street. lHe 'could get up the 
stairs, 'but he could not get down; and 'We used to ha:ve to carry him down. 
But last night at the close of the prayer-meeting [ was called to the tele;phone, 
and he told me his name. He said: "01 have not seen you for a long time." 'I 
said: "N,o. W'hat has become of you?" He said: '\1 am up on Christie Street 
n'ow. I go home every week end. I cannot walk any more. I am paralyzed 
from my waist down. I have to get a;bout in a wheel-chair now. And," he 
said, ''I thought I would like to have a talk ·with you to-night. I am alI alone. 
They have all g,one away from the house; they have gone ,to a meeting. You 
know," Ihe said, "a lot of ;pe,ople [ 'kn{)ow talk aJbout ·being sick.'" lH'e was looldng 
at it from his ,point of v.iew. It was very ;pathetic to me. He said: "The idea 
of anybody talking about ibeing sick who can wal.k around!" Well, there a:re 
a great many siclt people who can walk around; ibut that was his view. He 
said: "I have been Jiving among men without arms, ·without legs, injured, half
paralyzed, in agony, now, ,f·or nearly eight years. I have a feeling that a lot 
of ;people who talk a;bout ibeing sick do not kn'Ow what sickness means." I said,: 
"You h·av.e had a very hard time." 'He said: "We have to meet all these things 
with a smile, and just trust .the Lord aJbout it. 'I come Iback to my home to 
get a:way ,from the hos.pital; and [ had a feeling J: wou1d like to hear your 
voice and ha:ve a little chat with y'Ou." Then 'he said, 'IDon't you think there 
are a lot of .people who tallt about Ibeing sic'k who do not know what sickness 
means?" I said: "I am af,raid that is true; a good many suffer from imaginary 
ilIs in this life, although there are many real ones." !May God send us 'power 
to put men like that on their feet! Would you like to see a miracle Uke t.hat? 
Would you like .to see a Iblind man 'have his eyes opened? There would be no 
doubt a;bout that. Why not? IMark this: If it be of God, it .is just as easy 
for God to ·o.pen the eyes of the blind as it is to cure a too.thache; and there 
is no reason in ScrLpture why, if God heals at all, He should· not heal the most 
difficult: case,s, for He is .. God, and all ,power Ibelongs to Him. Do not go away 
and say that the Pastor of this church does Ooot !believe 1.n divine healing. He, 
does. The God Whom I worsh:iop is' the Creator of the heaven and the earth; and 
nothing is impossi,ble to Him. 'But I won't have any man say that my God 
finds it hard to heal cancer, or to open the eyes of the Iblind" or anything else_ 
Once believe in God, and all our difficulties vanish, so ,far as that is ooncerned. 

Healing Not the Only Apostolic Miracle. 
I would 'call your attention to the fact that heaJing' ,was not the only 

mIracle 'Wrought in apostolic days. T,he ,prisons were opened. The angel of 
the Lord 'came with the ,keys of the 'Prison at his gIrdle; and 'he opened the 
door and ,brought .the apostles out. Why not? Judgment ,fell upon Ananias 
and Sap.phira. You who say there is no difference between the apostolic and 
succeeding d'ays, consider: Has there lived since apostolic .day.s, any man so 
endowed wUh the '.Spirit of God, that he, could dare to 'act .i,n God's stead, and 
strike men dead for Iblasphemy? Ananias and iSapphira fell 'bellore the Apostle 
Peter; !but they did not rise again. They were carried out to their 'burial. 
And followin,g ,upon that, ";by ;the hands of the apostles 'Were many signs and 
wonders wrought among the people." 

One Public Healing Meeting. 
We 'have in the ·fifth chapter of the Acts the one pUiblic healing-meeting 

recordcd: "They were all with one a'Ccord in ISolomon's ;porch. And of the 
rest durst no man join himself to them: fbut the ,peO!ple magnified them. And 
believers were the more added to .the Lord, multitudes iboth of men and women. 
Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the st'reets, and laid them on 
beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of !Peter ,passing ;by might over
shadow some of them. There came also a multitude out of the cities round 
about unto Jerusalem, 'brlnging sick fol·ks, and them !Which ,were vexed with 
unclean spirits." What ,follo'wed? Do not miss this: "AnG they were heaZed 
every one". That is what the .inspired· record says. 'They d,id not send any. 
body awllJY disappointed, saying, "You cann.ot be -healed to-day." They healed 
everyone. Peter healed the man at the Beauti,ful gate; the 'Crowds came into 
the street, and .they healed everyone; Paul healed the cripple at Lystra; Peter 



8 THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

raised Dorcas ,to life; Paul restored EutychuB to life; 'Paul shook off a vtper 
into the fire:--4:hat is the list of the apostolic miracles recorded in tb,e Acts 
of the Apostles. And you cannot find one solitary Une in all the Acts of the 
AJpostles in which the apostOlic preacher laid emphasis upon i)hysi-cal healing. 
They were for signs; and when the Sign was ·wrou'ght, they used their advantage 

. to preach the gospel of salvation to the·m. . 

Gifts of Healing. 
Paul mentions ee·rtain gifts' of healing. \Read at your .leisure the l~th 

chwpter of I. Corinthians. "For to one is g.iven ,by the -Spirit the -w,ord of wis
dom; to another the word of knowledge Iby the same IS'pirit; to another faith 
by t,he same ISpirit; to 'another the 'gifts of healing by the same ,Spirit; to 
another the working of miracles; to another.rprophecy; to another discerning of 
spirits; to another ·divers kinds o-f tongues; to another the J.nter,pretation of 
tongues; but all these ;worketh that one and the selfsame IS,pirit, dividing to 
every man severally as he Will". Beyond doubt, there is 1), gift of healing 
descr.ilbed in the Scripture, and the wOI'lking of mi·racles also; .they are !both 
mentioned as gifts of the .spirit to the Church. That, however, is a vastly dL!· 
ferent thing from praying for the healing of the sick. That is a gift of heaJf.ng 
where some man is endowed, somehow or another, 'by a supernatural power, 
so ,that at his touch the sic'k are healed. ·Whethe·r that gift is no-w in exercise 
anywhere, I shall not attempt to say this evening. . 

A Distinction Between Apostolic and Succeeding Ages. 
'But 'I do want to say this: that there is a ·d.istinctlon ibetween the apostolic 

and succeeding ages. Our 'Lord Jesus is "the same yesterday, and to· day , and 
Iloil" ever." rI do not 'believe that He changes; He has the same power to·day 
that He has aI·ways had. But I do know, too, that the Church is said to ibe 
",built upon the -foundation 'of the apostles and .prOlPhets, Jesus IChrist himself 
being the chief corner sto.ne; in whom all the Ibuilding ,fitly .fra.med together 
groweth dnto an holy temple in the Lord: in ;whom ye wso are builded together 
for an habitation of GOd th·rough the ,Spirit". There is a distin'Ction between 
the a.postles and ,t'hose who succeeded them. Loo'k at two extremes, and the 
result of failure to recognize that J)rincirple! Our IRoman Catholic friends, for 
tnstance, ,believe that Peter is the successor of the apostles, and endowed with 
apostolic authority; they believe that the a.postolic church has been con· 
tinued down th1'ough the ages, and that ,the 'Pope is God's representative on 
earth. Do you !beHeve that? Some ,people talk about "holy orders", a;bout 
"wpostolic succession",~the aJleged transmission, through the ibishop, of the 
power and auth-ority committed by 'Dhrist to-IBis aJpostles for the guidance and 
government of the church. That'vie·w has no sU'PPort in the Scriptures. Our 
hIgher cr.f.tical frIends will say: "We :believe in ,the inspi1'ation of Scr.ipture. 
Of course we do. We have no dOUlbt whatever that those who wrote the Scri·p· 
tures ,were under divine inspiration. But so are we. We ibelieve that dIvine 
revelation .is ·continuous. There is no reason why God should not spea;k to men 
to-day and make my word as authoritativ-e as the ;word of any apostle who 
ever spoke." Do you Ibelieve that? (",No!"). I Ibelieve there were things reve'aled 
to the holy apostles and ,prophets by the ISpirit for the writing of this Book, 
and when this Boak was :fi.nished, that inspiration ceased·; and that no other 
man has ever lived who could speak with the infaJlIibility with which they 
spoke. And In ,the same way I can see a grave d'anger in this insistence that 
we must ex'pect to see miracles and wonder wrought to·day as of old. If so, 
Why sh-ould not the dead be ,raised' u'P? Will you tell me? (-I am not touching 
o-n James yet. :I ·will come to that ,in a moment.) Why should not .the dead !be 
raised up, if there be no distinction? 

I would also call y,our attention to II. Corrinthian·s, 12: 12:-"Truly the 
s'igns ·of un apos.tle were wrought amo·ng you in al1 patience, in signs, a'lld 
wonders, and mighty dee-diS'," sugge'sting that his a'Postleship wa.s certified to 
by God, by special and, supernatural. sIgns. He was d'i:lleren·tiated· from all his 
successors, a.s all apostles ;were. 

Anointing With Oil. 
Let us come now to the pa'sll'age in James, 5: 14, 15: "Is any sick a:moog 

you? I.et 'him ca!;l for the eld'Elrs of the church; and let them pray overr him, 
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an'olnting him with oil. tn the name of the Lord.: an1i the .prayer of faith shall 
saye the ·sick, and' the Lord shaH raise him Uil; and if ·he ,have .committed sin.s, 
th<.>.y shall !be forgiven him." Do I believe in th~ inspiration of the Epis·tIe of 
Jame·s? I certainly do. Do I believe in the ins'piration of that particular 
yerse? Beyond qu·estion. Is it true that ·the prayer of faith '8'hall heal the 
sick? Yes; I ihave seen the L(}Td do it many times. There is' no dIoubt that 
God answers prayer and' heals. the. sick. We never have a iprayer-meetlng 
that we do not pray for the Slick. There is our d·ear Brother Riley, who 'has 
preached in this pulpit: the doctorS! gave ilittIe hope of his recovery_ I re
ceived a letter fil"om him' the other day, written in his' own .hanid, saying that 
he hop'ed to be back on duty in ,the ,Spring; that he i.s now ta'king a needed 
l'es-t out on the Paci-fic 'Coast. He is praising Go·d for ·an:swer to prayer in 
raising him up. There are many peo'ple here who hav·e thus seen God's hand. 
He aIll3wers ·prayer in respect to other ·matters. He gives, USi food; He give's 
us money when we ·ne·ed; it. I have seen Hi'S hand in the material il"ealm, 
haven't you? And why should' not 'We have the' healing of the body when w·e 
pray? I have no dou'bt that God: d·oes answer prayer; and that this vers'e 
!;htlu'ld be taken at its face value. "The pray,er of faith .shall s·ave the sick": 
but, like every other prayer,. it should be (}fferec:1 in su.bjection to the will of 
God. The Lord' does JlIot raise everYlbody up. 

I ipause here to liI'ay, t·hat that doctrine that healing is in the atonement 
in the same sense as' the forgiven.ess of sins' is in the atonement; and that 
whoevell" ,prays for healiJllg has as much right to expect it as to expect the 
forgivenes's of sin's,-I say, that 1.s contrary to .scripture; an·d the reaction 
from that ki·nd: of teaching ill' the mos,t terrilble thing I have ever seen. I have 
s'e·en people racked with pain, in. agony, on their death-be'd, into 'whose mind·s 
that terrible doctrine has been instilled,-that there !is something wrong 'With 
one 8'piritually when ·he is sick; so that instead of having the comfort of the 
divine PTe·sence, and bein.g 1!'llstained 'by His abound·in.g grace, being ena·ble·d, to 
say "Even s'o, Father: for 8'0 it ,seemed good, in thy sight", they have tortured 
their mind 'by saying, "What have I d,one? Why must I suffer?"-I say, that 
doctrine is a Ube~ 'on God, and is in danger of dr·ivlng the .suffering soul to 
d·espair. I beg of you to shun that ,teaching as you would ·shun· the Devil him
self, ·for it is- n'ot of God. ITry to 'carry co.mfort to God'·s amicted children, but 
not torture 'Of mind·, in the ·houil" wheili -they mOSit need the comfort olf the 
divine ,Spirit. 

"Call for the 'elders' o'f the chur,ch". It d·oeSi not say, "AIl'8'emble all the 
sick at a puiblic meeting". It is a private· anointing,. whatever the anointin·g 
may mean. A:p.d I confess I do not know what it meaJlls. There Is only oilie 
othe·r re'f.eren'ce to anoi,nting .w!t·h oil in connection with hewling in the New 
Tes-tamen,t. You will find: it iIll Mark, 6: 13,---'They "anointed with oil many 
that were sick, and healed them." But you 'Will remem.ber that the· anOinting 
of oil was a courtesy to guests. The Lord Jaros: rebuked ,Simon fOil" not anoint
ing Him with aU: "My head wit·h aU thou ttidst not anoint; !but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment." Then U you ,turn to the first chapter of 
Is'aiah, you wUl find, that oil was used, meddcinally, too: "From the sale of the 
foot even unto thoe head· ther·e i's no soundness in it; 'but .wounds, and' brui's:es, 
II>nd 'putrifyln.g sores·: they have not been clo·sed, n'elther !bouJlld. up, neither 
mollified with otn·tment (or obl)." 

Now, I am not at all sure--there Is a dIfference of opinion about it':"" 
that the anOinting of oil does not mean the use of what means are in your 
power. Take your medi'ciIlle in the name olf the Lord. But somabod;y s'ays'" "It 
is in the name of the Lord this is to be done." Yes; and you ought to take 
your food in the name of the Lord': "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." You have no right to go to 
business, if you are a Christian, and do bUSiness in any other way than in·,the 
Name of the Lord. I sU'ppos-e, however, -the ,consenos-us of opinion would· be 
that the B>nointing of oil here refell"red to, is not a medIcinal us·e of oil, !but that 
it is a symbolic act ind,icatin'g the communication of the healing and life-giving 
powers of the Holy Spirit. I s·ae no objectioIt whatever to the anointi'n'g of 
oil, if you so understand. it. I have not 'been able Ifor my,self so to accept it. I 
have ,seen a great many people really heale'd in au'sw·ar t() prayer, 'Without any 
anOinting of oil ,but !by asking God to bless the meaJllIl' at their command'. It 
is n'one the le·s.'s· the work of God. Prais'e the Lord: 'for every good gift He 
sends us. 
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Over-emphasis Upon the Physical. 
But what I want to ask is this: When a dl'spropO'l'tionate emphasis is laid 

upon the. phY'sical, rwhat resuI.ts follow? ;r ·could fill the biggest building in 
Toronto tf I were to begilll the public anointinlg w.ith oll. Peop'la are 'more 
concerned, alas! about ,their ·bod.ies than they are about thei,r souls. I 'Would 
not ta;ke the .resp.onsibil~ty o·f judging others' sincerity; I migh.t be -entirely 
wrong. I want you to Judge before 'God; accept the re'sponsi,bility yourself. 
Only do not be cal'iI'ied away !by anY'thi·ng 'but by that Book. Read your 
gospels; read t~e Acts of the Apostles; read I. 'CorinthialllS, twelf,th chapter, 
wh':lre Paul speaks of healing; read the fifth 'cha'pter of James, and see if this -
healing ·function was not incidlen·tal ·to the preaching ministry of the apostles. 

I d~ not say there are no case-s of phY'si'cal hea'ling from .thes·e public 
healing meetings. Many people may 'be deceived; :but maillY people may say 
they are :lJ.ealed who were n-ot rea:lly s,ick. But many 'people may ·say als'o that 
they -are saved 'Who are ·not saved. That may characterize any evangelistic 
effort. The1'9 are t·housand,s o,f people who say they are ·saved with an ever
lasting s-alvation, who a little while af·terward show that they -are not -saved 
at all; they ·show, like Simon, that they are stiU In "the gall of 'bitternes's, and 
illl the 'bond of iniquity." 

Wanted-An Unmistakable Case. 
We must not judge harshly. .il am waiting for an unmistakable case ot 

healing. I d-o not know how many 'People God may -give us' in Mas·sey HaU n-ext 
Sund'ay evening, But i,f you will ,bring to me on'e unmis·takable case of healing, 
I 'Will,begilll to preach that doctrine right away. The ,Scripture says the peo,ple 
that came together In ,S'olomon's' porch "knlew t:b.at it was he which ·sat for 
alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple." There waSi n'o doubt about it; they 
knew that he was healed. The enemies of the -gospel said: "lit is an esta:blished 
fact that a notable miracle has· -been done;" and· even, they could: not deny it. 
And when they cou,ld not dooy it, for it wa-s un:d·enlabl'e; when they had ex
hausted every source of argument they said: "Our handls are' up. We are d·one 
s'o far as this is conce·rned. It is proved, established, 'beyond dOll!bt, that a 
miracle ha-s been' W1I'ought." ·Give me a miracle like that; and I will start a 
public 'campaign on divine healing immed,iately. I am s.imp·ly 'Waiting for that 
-n!ot waitilll-g, for those who think th·ey were ill. 'I was talking to a doctor 
one time about a 'cas-e i'n' the ihospital. iI was: very 'sy.mpathetic. I said·: "You 
know I do n-ot believe in the use 'o·f d~ugSi unneces'sarlly; .but it does seem to 
me that when anybody is suffering excruciating.lPain, it is jus.tifiable to relieve 
it." "Wel'l," he said, "we do. But in this particular case, it Is 'simply dis,tilled 
water we use. Immed.iately after the injection the patient ,becomes quita calm 
ailld comfortab'le." He s·aid: "It is merely mental, n'Ot phy·sical at alL" And 
yet that patient ibelieved· soome 8·ort of opiate had, been administered. We n-eed 
to ibe on our guard against these things, lest rwe accept a mere, mental opiate 
as the work of the Spirit of -God. Somebody- ~aid to me to-night that it ihad 
been -rumored that the Pastor of this church had told h-is .people not to go to a 
certain meeting. I do not tell you not to go anywhere. It would do no go-od' i·n 
any case; you would be more Ua'ble to go. 'But, on the contrary, I would 
ra:ther have you go where y·ou _can goet the greate'st bIe'slsing; and if you can 
get a greater blessing somewhere els-e than you can here, go, the whole C'l'owd 
of you. I will a-sk the Lord· ·to Slend me more; aIlld I wil'l teach the kinid,er
garten- class, and you can graduate into the university. I am more concerned 
a-bout your 's'Piritual welfare than' about the build.ing up of this 'church. Do not 
run after fads; do not ,be cal'iI'ied lIIWay by -every wind of doctrine; do not wreck 
y.'Our faith by 'eXlperimenltfing with aU these thingos. A'bid'e Iby the Word ()If God. 

This w-ord, and· I have done. II am more anxious about the salvation of 
souls than I am about the healing of the bodlY-f'ar more. I am oHen· called 
to -see the si'ck. I often wislh I were a d·o.ctor; I 'often wish I had more power 
than any doctor ever had. Sometimes'l feel that I would ·glve anything if I 
could take the place of somebody I see .sufferlng. I would 'like to help people. 
I would love to :be alble Ito ease .their Ipain. And yet-and yet---;l have seen 
them die' and I have s.tood· so Ooften, oh! so often, at the grave·sifle whe-re we 
have laid' the precious body aoway in a sure and certain hope of the resurrec
tion. We layaway fhe bod,y that has !been burn·ad up with fever, or torn with 
the agony of cancer, or 'consumed' with conslllllJlption,...-whatev-er it may be; ailld 
I always- read the -sam-e verses at the grave, !because I love them: "But I 
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would not have you to !be Ignorant. brethor~n, concerning them whLch are 
asl~ep, that ye sor~ow ·not, ·even as o.thers 'W~ich have no hope. For if we 
b~heve that. Jesu~ dIed and rose again, even ·so them also ;which sleep in. Jesus 
wIll God bnng wIth him. For this we say 1l.D'to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain un·to the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them w~ich ar.e asleep. For the Lord' hi-mself shall de·scend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 8Il'changel, and with the trump of 
GOd: and the dead in ·Christ ·shall rise firs·t: then we 'Which are alive IL'Dd 
remain sh~ll be caught up together with. them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and s'O shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore, ·comfort one 
another with these words." An'd although the body return's to dust from 
when.ce it came, we know that .some day w·e sohBlll have a perfect body; some 
day we shall see Him face to face; therefore 'We sorrow not as others· which 
have no hope. 

Brother Fraser remarked to .m·e last night something I have o·fte'll thought 
of myself; and we all have, I suppose. He said: "Don't you think it is just as 
great a blessing to ·be preserved in health as to be healed of disease? Don't 
you thiIrk we who are well ough·t to praise God for keeping our heart 'beating, 
and our pulse ibounding, and our 'body in health? Isn't that God's work?" 
Go down on youor knees and thank Him ,that you are out of the hospital; that 
you have sound ,bodies. U not, pray for healing: if it comes, praise God; and 
i·f it does not, s'ay: "The cup whIch my Father ·hath given me, shall I not 
drink it?" and go. down into the grave with Hi·m, if you must, and, sleep with 
Him, and rise with Him 'by and. by at His coming. 

But,oh! if there is one here to-night-no matter how perfect your body is, 
if your soul i:s not saved; if your sins are not forgiven; if you are not w·ashed 
in the blood, there will come a day when you will Ibe .buried in a grave from 
which there 'Will be no oresurrection. And when 'God: buries a corrupt S'inner 
out o'f His sight; when He casts him i'llto "the lake w~ich burneth 'With fire and 
brimstone", that Heaven may be pure; for "there shall in no wise enter into 
it an·y thing that defileth, ·neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh 
a lie",-that is the most terri'ble of disasters. Therefore, I would not change 
places with any doctor on earth. ("Hallelujah!"). No; I would. not sacrifice 
the privilege of ·bri'llgin.g the goS'pel of God's saving grace to 'poor 'lost men, 
even for the healing powers: of an apos·tIe; because the body may die and rise 
again, but if the .soul dies, it is lost for ever. Let us keep the emphasis u'pon 
the spiritual; let us ,keep the cross of Christ to the fore! Remember it is 
written: "And the s'eventy returned ag.ain with joy saYing, LO'l'd even tha 
devils are suibject unto us through Thy name. And He said unto .them, I lie held 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 'Behold, I ·give you power to tread on 
ser,pents and scoropions, and over all the ,power of the enemy: and nothing shall 
by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding, in this rejoi·ce· not, that the 'SIPirits 
are subject iIlnto you; ·but rather rejoice, because your names are written in 
heaven." Ah, yes! that is the supreme blessi.ng. Oh, sinner, is your name 
written in heaven? May we everyone believe on Christ, and receive the assur
ance to-night that we are Hi·s forever! Let USI pray. 

THE YEAR'S GROWTH. 
Receiving a letter from the Home Mission Board, asking for a statement 

of the number of baptisms during the Convention Year-from October 1st to 
Se'ptember 30th-we consulted our records, and find that in· Jarvis St. Church 
th-ere have been four hundred and twenty-s'even baptisms,. seventy-eight re
ceived !by letter, and seventy-seven 'by e~perience,-a total of five hundred 
and eighty-two. 

LAST SUNDAY'S BIBLE SCHOOL. 
Sunday was really our ueatest day in the .Bible School. The ·registered 

attenda·nce was eight hundTed and fifty-two, bemg five less' than the Sunday 
before' 'but the Sunday before was the first Sund·ay of standard time. With 
this in' view Sunday was our greatest attend'ance. The Pastor's c,lass had an 
attendan.ce ~f 359, while others arrived 8Jfter regist'l'ation ceased. Come early 
next ·Sun·day. 
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The publication of this paper as a missionary enterprise is made I?ossible by the gifts of 
members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and is sent to subscrIbers by mail for $l.()() 
(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we shall be grateful for any thank·offering you may be abe to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your prayers that the messall"e of The Witness may be used by 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvatIon of soulst and the exaltation of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we ho»" to add to our free list. from time to time, 
the names of ministers at home and mIssionarIes abroad. . 

EDITORIAL 
SHOULD A CHRISTIAN VOTE FOR PROHIBITION? 

IS'ome sincere and .good .people fail to recognize that their obligation to 
"live soberly, righteously. and godly. in .this 'Present world," imposes upon them 
a duty to bear their full share of eiv.ic .burdens. They ,pay taxes because they 
are obliged to do so; but they think 'because they are citizens of the Heavenly 
Jerusalem, they are under no obllgation to endeavour to lWIike the city in which 
they live as clean and safe as po·ssi-ble. To all such, we would ·recommend a 
careful and prayerful study ·of the thirteenth cha.pter of Romans. 

We readIly grant that no sort of moral reform can take the ,place of indivi
dual regeneration; but that certainly does not reI.ieve us of the obligation to 
.do what we can to ·further such reforms as make for righteousness. U is true 
that mere external morality (and that is the only sort of morality humans are 
com.peten.t to judge) cannot be substituted ·for such srpirituality-as :cons.ists in a 
pure heart. But this fact surely dO'es not relleve ·us of the obl.i-gation to teach 
and exemplify the importance of Ilv:i.ng a moral life. The second commandment, 
which admonishes us to love our neigh,bours as 01llrlilelves, can never take the 
place of .the first commandment, which requires us to love the 'Lord our God 
with all our hea·rt. But it is equally true, that if a man ·does really love God, 
he will love his neighlbour too. ·Such social service as feeds the hungry, and 
clothes .the naked, and mInisters to the sick, and educates the ignorant, should 
never be regarded as obviating the necessity for individual salvation. But 
those who are truly converted should 'be among the foremost to exercise such 
physical and temporal ministries as are implied in the term "social service". 
Ind,eed, the evangelical insistence up-on the impor.tance of ·primary things, should 
I'ead us to reco·gnize ,that while these other matters to which we have i1'eferred 
are secondary, .they will always 'be the ligitimate and, inevIta.ble ,fruits of a Ufe 
that is rightly ·related to God. 

We 'confess ourselves unable to understand .those ·who, profeSSing to regard 
righteous living as the necessary concomitant of !faith, and, having intelligence 
properly to estimate the teuible ravages. of the liquor traffic, ye.t feel it to be 
no part of their ·duty to do their utmost to .prevent it. Next .week, we ho.pe to 
have something more to say on this subject; :but at the present we ,propose 
briefly to state some ·reasons why we shall ·vote for the continuance of the 
Ontario Temperance Act on October 23rd. 

FIrst: Our concern for the moraZ and physicaZ 'WeZl-being of the individual 
will 'compel us to vote -for the Act. 'Every sincere Christian must desire the 
highest moral and !physical weU",bein'g of every man and woman. It has long 
been recognized in law, that a man has no more right to take his own life 
than he has to take the life of another. Men should not be permitted to 
destroy themselves, even If they want to. The laws which regulate the sale of 
poisons, which proh.ibit trespassing upon a railway track, recognize tbis vrin
ciple. One is not fOl'lbidden to walk on a railway track Ibecause it will injure 
either the <track or .the ·railway engine, Ibut only to protect the life of the 
individlUal. For a like reason, liquor, which jn the vast majority of cases 
proves to ibe a poison, should !be prohibited. . 

We shall vote f,o,r Prohi:bition, too, in the interests of domestic 'WeZfare. The 
state is nothing more than the collective will of dndividual citll!ena. When the 
state authorizes marriage and sanctions the establishment of th'3 family, it 
assumes an obligation for the family's -protection. A father is prohibited from 
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putting out his 'Child's eyes, or from cutting off his wife's a.rm. Why should he 
be ·permitted to take a course which maY' result in :poisoning his child's blood, 
and digging his wi.fe's grave? A man may !be :punished for refusing to support 
his wife,-why, then, should the state license that which ,may ·render him abso
lutely ,i·nclllpable of supporting her? . 'Every Christian, owing, as he does, his 
first allegiance to the ISavio-u'r who said, "Suffer little children to cOIl).e unto 
me", must surely recognize that he is under a solemn obligation to consider 
the welfare o-f the ,fam.ily. 

We intend to vote for the continuan'ce of Prohibition, also, in the interests 
of public safety. The drin'king man has always :been a menace to his fello-ws. 
Great corporations have refused to ,pu.t men who are addicted to the use of 
liq'uor in ,positio-ns of trust. 'One of the great present-day arguments for Pro· 
hibition ds the motor ·car. It is true ,that even no-w we find a few drunken 
drivers on the road; ibut what conditions will abtain if ~y ,form c'f licensed 
liquor-vendLng returns? T,he :present-day ,Motor Traffic ought to Ibe a powerful 
optponent of the ,Liquor Traffic. 

'Once more: We shall vote ,for ·ProhilbiUon on economic ground8. T·he liqUOl' 
traffic ds more wasteful than wa·r: it produces nothing of worth and destroys 
everything of value; and is an economic anachro·nlsm which every sane man 
ought to vote out of existence. Thus in the interests of national prosperity, every 
true Christian, it seems to us, should vote for the continuance of 'Prohibition. 

Against these !positions, d.t may be al"gued that the IProhibition law has not 
proved itseU to !be practi'Cs;ble, .inasm.uch as liquo-r still 1I.0ws ,freely in the dark. 
'Our answer is, that the practicability and usefulness of such a law can fairly be 
te8ted only over an eICtended perioG of time. Quarantine laws ta.ke account pf 
the ·nature of contagious diseases. Any j:ust estimate of a Prohibition law ·will 
recognize the fact .that the open ,bar has !p·roduced a multitude of alcoholics, 
wh.Ich, Iby any human ,power, are absolutely incurable. U alcohol is anywhere to 
be found, such .peo-ple will obtain it at all cos-ts. 'It !Was not the old generation 
w,hich came out of Egypt, which entered into the land of !promise: the .promised 
land was (possessed ,by a generation born in the w;l.lderness. Beyond question, 
Prohibition safe'guards the rising generaUon, and .promises a sober 'People for 
the future. 

lt is argued against the Pro-hd'bition law, that .it has not emptied our jails. 
We will not'troUible cur readers with statistics, although we are sure that the 
a.ggregate prison !population has Ibeen reduced. lBut for the sake o-f argu·ment, 
what if the jails ,were full? T,he question to ,be considered .is, what sort 01 
people are in CU8tOGY' Under license, ·we used to put the 'bar-rooms' victims in 
jail, and :punish those who ·bought liquor: now we jail the seUers of the poison. 
Formerly, the men who .profited !by the misery, the degradation, the utter ruin,. 
of men, women. and Children, lived in mansions and :passed as respectable 
·members o·f society, whlle the victims ·of their trade were :put in jail. Now 
conditions a·re reversed 'very largely; and it is the illicit sellers of liquor ,who 
come under the strong arm of the Law. 

Furthermore, it must be remembered .that no law absolutely prOhibits. It 
is illegal to cheat, to steal, to murder; yet there are thos'e who are guilty of 
all these offences, and w.hile human nature is what it is, there wUl not be 
wanting men who will break any and all .Ja/Ws for the hope of gain. 

The al"gument for so-called personal Uberty is scarcely worth considering. 
The o-nly man who· may l1o.pe to enjoy um-estricted ,personal liberty must be' a 
Rolbinson Cruso, without even .the ·com:pany of a mall' Friday. No member of 
organized society can justly claim t~e right to an indulgence which imperils. the 
welfare of others. The liquor traffic is an out-law worthy only to be 'buried 
out of sight. Let every Christian voter on October 23-rd .help to 'bury it 'beneath 
such an ava.lanche of votes that it can ,know no resurrection! 

WHAT IS THE ISSUE? 
W'hen all the smoke o·f ,battle clears a·way, what is the issue in the contro

versy that 'has for some time doistur:bed our denominational life? Notwith
standing all the events which had preceded the last IConvention, the Editor of 
this i1aper went to .Montreal resolved to assume the sincel'Uy of the Senate and 
Board of Governors .of MaMaster University, in their !pro"fessions of orthodoxy 

. made at the Walmer Road Convention, and to use what little influence he 
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might have in an attempt to 'hold the governin·g iBodies of the UnIversity to 
their profeBBions. He accordingly pulblicly pledged Ms support to the new 
Chancellor on condition the affairs of the University were administered in 
aga-eement ,with the standard the University had set up. In vIew of the Uni
versity's urgent need for funds, i,t seemed' imperative that some attempt should 
be made to ;find a basis of understanding, in order that the Denomination mi~ht 
move forward unitedly in support of our educational work. T·his public pledge 
was given a,fter much thought, and wi,th a de.termInation, so ,far as we were 
concerned, to let Iby-gones 'be bY.Jgones; for, Blfter all, personal considerations 
are of l'elatively small importance. . 

But followIng upon this, BI'bout a month later, the first public act of the 
new Chan'cellor was the conrera-ing of an honour upon a man who, wh:ile called 
a Baptist, is notoriously aggressive in the pro,pagation 'Of the principles of iMod
ernlsm; ·and wh'o .in his !pu;J)lished works, !has 'boldly denied every fundamental 
of the 'Cha-istian faith. We protested against tMs act: we took the ground 
that iMdMaster Univel'Sity was estwblished to exalt 'Christ; and that to II1se its 
powers to put a laurel u.pon the brow of a man who would uncrown Jesus Christ, 
was a flagrant 'betrayal of the University's trust, and, a Jbetrayal of the 'Denomi
nation as a w·hole. lBecause of our protest, tWe have in certain quarters been 
proclBiimed a denom.inational 'Outlaw. But the Issue at the forthcoming Conven
tion will not Jbe the Editor of this paper, !but whether the Convention approves 
01 the use 01 the University's powers to honour a man who dishonours Christ. 

The Eastern Association, the Whi1lby-iLindsay Association, the Northern 
Association, and the Toronto Associatioon, have, by resolution, e·ndorsed the 
princIple of our protest. It is no longer a personal matter. At least four Asso
ciations have joined in formal 'protest against McMaster's actfon. The men 
who voted for those resolutions In their res.pective Associations, can 'be depended 
u'pon to support in the Convention the princi.ples they supported in ,their Asso
ciations. J,f 'McMaster ·forces ·the issue, it will inevitaJbly d~vide the Convention 
and make denominational unity i·n this Convention an impossibility for yean 
to come. iMdMaste,r University has d·one wrong. We calle·d it a "blunder" In 
the beginning, but their justification of th'e ",blunder" was little less than 
treason. We ·believe that nearly all the denominational leaders in their hearts 
recognize th'eir mistake. <It will ·be wisdom on the !part of the 'Senate and 
Board to acknowledge their m~sta'ke, and to pledge themselves to ''!bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance" in these matters. There can :be ·no ,forgiveness f,or 
any{)ne. ei,ther an ind.fvidll1al or an'institutIon, so long as ,wrong·doIng is justl· 
fied. W'e repeat, the one singZe issue at the Convention wiZJ be this, Does the 
Convention approve 01 the use 01 McMaster University's powers to honour a 
man who dishonours Christ' Let the .deZegates come prepared to answer that 
question with their baZZots/ 

WILL THE CHURCHES SEND DELEGATESi' 
T'he ·great area covered by the Baptist Convention of .ontario and Quebec 

makes it exceedingly difficult to secure a fair representaUon of all the churches 
at any Convention. Churches remote from the ,place of meeting are o-ften unu. 
presented. In times past, this ,fact has been used as an 'occasion ,for the appoint· 
m'ent {)f ,proxies, which appears ·to tbe .not 'Contrary to our iConvention constitu
tion. On more than one occasion, distant churches who could not send delegates, 
have Ibeen asked to appoint Tol'onto !people as their delegates. The list of 
delegates 'pu'bUshed in the Year 'Book ,for 19:21 will shoW' that, foll{)wing the 
action of certain members of Jarvis 1St. Ohurch, a numlber of peOople, while 
stilI mem:bers of Jarvis ,St., were appointed Iby other chua-ches as delegates to 
the ·St. Thomas Convention. Three 'Or them attended the St. Thomas Conven. 
tion as delegates of one of the churches in Ottawa. We can see how ·this prac
tice may lend itself to many abuses. But ,the Ifact is, that this pl'lncitple Is 
practised; and 'beyond all ,peradventure, will ,be largely .practised in the coming 
Convention. For months efforts have been ma:king to secure a delegation at the 
Lon·don 'Convention which can .be depended u,pon to support any proposal Mc
Master University may have to make. 

Woe have ,begun to receive letters 'ilrom d.fstant :parts of the Convention, 
from Ibrethren .who express regret at their inability to attend the Convention. 
We venture now openIy and llr8.Jllkly to say to every chua-ch that approves of the 
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principle for which we have 'been standin·g in ·respect to the honouring of Dr. 
Foonce, that i,f they desire to be represented at the London Convention, and have 
their vote recorded in favour of the aforementioned pr-inci'Ples, we will under
take to ·find memibers i·n ·good standdng of regular Baptist churches who wlll 
accept IIlPPointment as thei'r representatives to go to London to vote in support 
of these ;princi.ples,--.that is to say, we will send to any 'Baptist church 'who 
cannot afford to send· delegates to ILond,on, ,the names of Ba.ptists who will go 
to iLondon as their delegates, to vote in harmony with the 'Principles outlined 
in the foregoing arhlcle: We should be glad ·t{) hear from any church, through 
its .'Pastor or ot-her {)fflCer, .who desires to Ibe represented .by su-ch proxies at 
London. Let us hear from all such by letter or wire at once! 

~be mlbole JSi&le ~unba!, ~tbool 1Le~~on Q[:our~e 
Lesson LIV. Octo'ber 12th, 1924. 

ELIJAH AT HOREB.-I Kings, 19-22. 

Thes·e chapter·s a'l'e like an orchard in which th·a. ibranches of the trees are 
bent ·to the ground' with the weight of fruit: they are so rich in s.piritual su·g
gestive·ness that we mus·t be content to name th·e principles· they teach without 
the deast elaborati'on. 
I. Chapter Nineteen. 

1. The psychology of the chaJpter: (a) Elijah's depression is an illustra
tion of the mental and, phy·sical rea-ction 'Which ahv·ay;s follows' upon long 
strain. For three and a half years he has stood,. as he believes, alone; iIle has 
shut up the h·savens by hi-s 'prayer.s; and at length he has assem·bled· the false 
pro'phets, and challeng.ed. the people; and then iIlas prayed down fire and rain 
from heaven. When it is aU over, he ·almo·st ,cries like a little child. (b) 
Only an ang·el fs competent to minister to one 'in a state of nervous collapse. 
A ·strikin.g illustration of this princi'ple is ·found in Psalm 10·3: 14: "He knoweth 
our frame; he remembereth that we are dust"; a'lso in Matthew 26:41: "The 
s,Pirit indeed is willing, ·but the flesh is weak." (c) 'The angel did not lecture 
the weary prophet, 'but made him eat and drink and go back to bed,-a great 
a'l'gument for an occasi'on'al va'ca:tion for tired 'People. The Blible los,es none 
qf its power when naturally interpreted, for it is the word, of the Author of the 
nature of things. A man w,oulld have scold'ed, Elijah for his we·akn·ess; 'but an 
angel ·cooked him a 'good meal, allowed him to eat it in ·s.ilence, and sent him 
back to bed. 2. The theology of the chapter: (a) It i'llustrates the gentle
ness' of Almightin'ess. Perhaps Elijah es.pecially needed to learn the stren.gth 
of genUeness and quietn.es·s. He was in danger, pos's;ibly, of judging God. and 
of mea·sur.ing the iprogre·ss of truth by stand'a'l'd's of the hurrican·e, the earth
quake, and the fire. God' taught him that the Power which created all worlds, 
coulld utter itse1f in "a still small voice". (-b) Elijah's' true chara'cter I.s 
shown in his reverent recogn'ition {)f God,-an Old 'Testament iUustration of the 
trutih, "My s,heep hear my voice". (c) God is equal to ev6'l'Y emergency, and 
1's never without res·ource. He knew He had ·seven thousand faithful witnes'ses 
of whom the prophet had' not heard. He instructed Elijah to anoint certain 
chosen men to ·execute HiS! will, and even namedi a sucees'sor to Elijah himself, 
who was slightly in d'anger of imagining that he was in.dispen'sa·ble to the Lord. 

II. Chapter Twen~y. 
This 'chapter illus.trates the folly ·of attempti!ng to placate evil by yield'lng 

to it. 1. Ben-ha-dad was an incarnation of the principle of the in·satiabiUty 
of evil (vss. 1-6): he could not ·be .satisfied. but was like the horseleach that 
hath tW{) d.aug·hte·rs crying, Give, give, an'ti like the four things which ·say not, 
It is enough (Pro~erbs 30: 15.;16). 2. The necesEoity of resistin.g the Devil, 
who is' like Be'I),-'hadad,-demanding the rig.ht to take possession: of all we have. 
We may as well reach the elders' diecision (vs. 8) first a~ last. 3. The arrog
ance of .human force 'Which reckons God out. Mathematically, Ben-had~d was 
the victor ·before he !be·gan; 'but God cannot be ·estImated 'by the mulUphcation 
table. .4. God'~ determi·nation to be kn·own as God (vs. 13). He w-i'll not 
give His glory to another. 5. God accepts the chll;llenge of unbelief (v~. 28), 
an'd proves Himself, to 'be sUiperio'l' to and· sovereIgn· over tim·e and· cIrcum
stances. 6.' Evil spea.-ks softly in the presence of a superior power (Vlts. 
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31-34)_ 7_ The .penalty of leni-ency (ve.s. 3&-4·3): Justice is as truly a d·ivine 
qu~lity as mercy. 

HI. Chapter Twenty-One • 
. Here we have the record of how Ahab and J·ezebel acquired! Naboth's 

vineyard. It illustrates: l. The ·nature of the canker of covetoUS!Iles·s. Though 
Aha·b had much, ·he wanted more; and hi-s insatiable gl'eed gnawed· at his s·oul 
like a canker (vss. 1-4). 2. The social reinforcement of evrl. He was 'bad 
enough in himself, but joined with Jeze'bel, his wi:ckedness· was more than 
dou'bled. It i's ever s·o. 3. Sin multiplies itseIf. On·e uncle·an s·pirit takes 
seven others more wicked than itself. ·Covetousness ·bears fruit in lying, 
murder, and theft. 4. Sin is sure to be found out: there is always an Elijah 
waiting in Naboth'·s vineyard to rebuke sin. 5. Sin 1II1ways calls its discoverer 
an "e!Ilemy." 
IV. Chapter Twenty-two. 

Th·is chapter presents· the familiar picture of: (1) A good man in bad 
cOll1lPany. Jehos"ha'phat mad'e the mistake of hIs life in fraternizing with 
Ahab. True ·bles.sed·nes·s consists in wa'lking not in the counsel of th·e ungodly 
(vss. 1-4); (2) A 'bad man hiding himself ·behind a g.ood man. When an evil 
man ca·n persuade a good man to assist him to accompHSih his d·esigns, invari
ably he hides 'behind him. (vs. 30). (-3) ·Aha·b is a type of the l'eligious 
sinner,~etermined to pursue his wic'ked course, he still sought advice of 
many prophets. All .men are religious. But th·e natural man wants a religion 
that will allorw him to have ihis own way. (4) Ahab's was' a religion which 
refused to hear the truth wnd' "hated" the prophet who dared to .be ·faithful. 
He has many ·modern successors. (5). Th·e sin·ner's· disguise is always· pene
trated at las·t. When a man is fighting against .Qod, the 'bow drawn at a 
venture will be sure to find the joint in his harness (vs. 34). (6). The Word 
of the Lord was- fUllfilled in the end' of tha day. (vs. 38). "Sin, when it is 
finished, 'bringeth forth -death'." 

MASSEY HALL SUNDAY EVENING. 
Sun'day evening, ·the s'ervice will ·be held' in Mass'ey Hall, when the Pastor 

will preach. The su'bjeGt wil'l be, "Does Christ's Salvation ConsIst In Physical 
Sen·sation·s?" when the Pas·tor will 'PoInt out the error ()of 'beginning in the 
spirit and expecting to be made per·fect in the fiesh. 

MONTHLY COMMUNION SERVICE. 
At a recent meeting, by vote of the churc'h, it was decided the next Monthly 

Communion Service should .be held Sunday evening, October 12th. As Massey 
Halol is occupied Iby others on this evening, we sha'll hold our service in the 
church. 

PARLIAMENT STREET BRANCH. 
Sunday, 3 p.m.-S. S. Rally. Mr. Hutchinson will address the School 

7 p.m.-Rev. W. L. McKay" B.A., wiaI ·preaCh. Mond·ay, 7.30 p.m.-"The 
Intermediates" will hold their first meeting of the season. Wednesday, 
S p.m.-Prayer Meeting. Friday, 7.15 .p.m.-Junior Meeting. 

The· prayer-meeting and Bible lecture last Thursday was held in the 
auditorium of the church. 'This wag amply jus,tified, for th'ere was such a 
great congregation that the Lecture Hall could not have accommod'ated them. 
We shall therefore meet ·every Thuorsday evening in the church. 

While the SundJay evening service are held in Massey Hall, baptismal 
services will 'be he'ld' Th'llrs'day evening·s. 

The sermon appearing tn this' issue was 'preached last Sunday evening. 
All the. afternoon and evening the rain came dow·n in torrents. One could 
not help fee'ling that. even a .small congregation would· be a miracle .. But not
withstand'ing the 'steady downpour, the church wa~ practically full-on'e of 
the papers said two thousand· people were there. We ·should say les·s than 
toot; but. it was a great congregation, 98lleciwlly for such a night. EIght were 
bllJPtized; about twelve responded, to the invitation. 


