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"No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him."-John 1: 18. 

~A~N andent '"ge ob,erved, "Although .fll;ction cometh not 10,t1o 
of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground; 
yet man is born unto trouble, as sparks fly upward." With 
all the changes accomplished oby the flight of "time, and all the 

triumphs achieved by the accumulated wi'sdom of 'the ages, the sparks 
still fly upward, and still, alas! man is born unto trouble. Nor is this 
birthright of trouble peculiar to any age, or race or clime. Trouble 
is indigenous to all lands, and is 3!ssociated with all seasons, and is the 
companion of all ages. 

True, there are those who seem for a time to enjoy an unaccount­
able immunity, who, when the storm sweeps over others, are "left as 
a cottage. in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers," but 
sooner or later the wind returns in its circuits, and the man exclaims, 
"The thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which 
I was afraid ·of is come unto me. I was not in safety, neither had I 
rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came." 

But there are times when trouble is at the flood, when levels of 
life which ordinarily stand above the tide and keep their floral beauty'" 
unspoiled are covered by the general distress. This is seen in the 
life of communities, and nations, as in times of pestilence, or famine, 
or war. But even then some mountain lifts its head above the flood, 
and there is not wanting some place where the dove of peace may 
find rest for the sole of her foot. But we have coine through days 
when all the fountains of the great deeps of human life were broken 
up,' until every bl"'ook became a torrent, and every stream a river, 
whose increasing volume of trouble grew into a world deluge. 

And in all this I am not retailing the forebodings of a morbid, or 
doleful, or narrow, or doubting soul. I have spoken of conditions 
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which thrust themselves before every thoughtful mind. We cannot 
shut our eyes or our minds to the fact that men's he~rts are .almost 
"failing them for fear, and for looking after those thmgs whrch are 
coming on the earth." 

What then? Can a man ponder these things without feeling 
profoundly the all but impdtence of the individual in the circum­
stances? Indeed do not all human powers in the aggregate seem 
helpless before the rising tide? Is there a high~r Power than man'~ ? 
Just as an individual, suddenly c'onfronted wIth some great penl, 
instinctively utters the name of God, and by the very utterance, prays, 

. so men in the mass are driven to serious reflection by the perils of 
the day, and, in view of the end of human resource, think of God. 

How, then, shall we think of God? When we are driven to esti­
mate our human experience in relation to Him, our thought of Him 
becomes cardinal to all our thinking. When you try to relate this 
sinning,suffering world to God, how do you picture Him? 

1. . 
Let me try to show you The Inevitable Result of a Man's Trying 

to Picture God For Himself. "No man hath seen God a't any time." 
Could any artist paint a portrait of one he had never seen with any 
hope of producing a likeness? Would not the portrait be likely to 
be a oomposite of all other faces which had attracted the artist's 
fancy and been welcomed to his memory? And must not every 
human conception of God be a composite of ideas belonging to some 
realm with which men are familiar? What, historically, have been 
the results of human attempts to produce an image of the invisible 
God? They have "changed the glory of the incorruptible God into 
an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
beasts, and creeping things." . The history of heathen religions attests 
the truth of that tendency. But when the superstition of idol worship 
is abandoned, may not men make idols of their ideas? May they 
not bow down to mental images of God which are as unlike Him as 
the idols of the heathen? Is not God, too often, reduced to human 
levels in our thinking? Do not many, being without "the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God," change His glory into an image 
made like unto corruptible man? To some men God is no greater 
than can be measured by the rule of their reason j His acts, His pro­
vidence, His word, are acceptable only if they fall within the range 
of reason's comprehension. Thus they erect standards by which to 
measure God, and their norm is "an image made like unto corruptible 
man." And it is the corruptible element of the human mind which 
dwarfs a man's conception of God. He cannot conceive the Absolute. 
He cannot guess at the Infinite as a carpenter guesses a few inches; 
he can imagine nothing which transcends human dimensions. How, 
therefore, can the motives, the purposes, and power, of the incorrupt­
ible God be understood when judged by the attributes of corruptible 
man? 

The corruptible element of the mind as limiting our vision to the 
. boundaries of Time, also renders us incapable of estimating plans and 

processes which outrun the astronomer's distances and outlast the 
everlasting hills, and outshine the brightness of the sun. Ah! my 
brother, a God whom your reason could measure and ration would 
not be big enough to manage this troubled world; and a God who 
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was shut up to your calendar would have no time to make all things 
work together for good. 

But have "birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things" 
anything to do in determining man's thought of God to-day? We, 
at all events, make no. material images of these things. Yet men 
think they have found in birds, and beasts, and creeping things the 
index to the divine mind and method· in all realms. There is a natural­
ism which interprets God by the light of embryology, and by the light 
of the nature and movements of creeping things. If God is to be 
conceived of by what a man's own mind can imagine of Him, if the 
processes of His providence and grace are to be interpreted as being 
shut up to naturalistic channels, there is little to cheer us in contem­
plation of this troubled world. 

By no such image of God can we be inspired to sing: 

"0 God O'1l·r help in ages 'Past, 
Ou·r help ior years to come, 
Our shelter in the s·tormy !blast, 
And our eternal home. 

"Under the shad,ow of :Thy throne 
Thy s·a~nts have d'welt secure; 
Suffi'cient is Thine arm allone, 
And our d'efens'e is sure. 

"Before the hil1s in order· stood, 
Or ·ea·rth received her frame, 
From e'Verlas!ting Thou ·are God, 
To endless yeaTs th'e s'ame. 

"A thousand ages ~n Thy sight 
Are like an· eveninlg glone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the r.iMng sun. 

"Time, like ·an ever ro'l!ling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 
They fly fOTgo"tten as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

"0 God our help in ages ·past, 
Our hope .for years to come, 
Be Thou our gua:rd while troubles last, 
And our eternal home." . 

II. 
If we cannot pic'ture God for ourselves, How May We Learn 

What God Is Like? It never was more important that men should 
have a true picture of God than it is to-day. When Lord Kitchener 
issued his call for the new army his portrait appeared in every paper 
and was even used by Government order to advertise his call. Later 
the portrait of Sir Douglas Haig was everywhere to be seen, and when 
Marshall Foch was given supreme command of the Allied armie·s I 
suppose there was no't a village in any of the Allied countries whose 
inhabitants were not shown some pictorial representation of the Com­
mander-in.JChief. And there was a sound basis for all this: we all 
wanted to have a mental image of the man who was to lead us out 
of our troubles. 

And are not men consciously or subconsciously longing for a 
picture, a good picture, an adequate picture, of God to-day? To the 
cynicism which inquires, "Who will shew us any good?" there are 
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many who respond, "Lord lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us". 

The assertion of the text is to the effect that no knowledge of 
God is obtainable except through Christ. In what way, in what 
aspects, has Chnis't "declared" God? Some will ask, "Is there not a 
revelation of God in nature? May not !the voice of Science, therefore, 
teach us something of God?" Yes; "for the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead." But 
there is no revelation in nature w~ich is not part of the declaration 
of the only begotten Son respecting God. 

Let us hear the voice of Inspiration again: f'In the beginning 
was the \;Yord, and the·Word was with God, and the ·Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by 
him; and without him was not anything made thalt was made. In 
him was life; and the life was the light of men". And again: '~Who is 
the image of 'the invisible God, the first-born of every creature: for 
by him were a'll things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visihle and invisible, whether they be thrO'nes, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers: and he is before all things, and by h~m 
all things consist". And yet again: "God who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in times .pasJt unto the fathers by the prophets. 
hath in these last days spoken unto by hi's Son, whom he hath ap­
pointed heir to all things, by whom also he made the worlds. Who 
being the br,igh'tness of his glory and the express image of his person, 
and upholding all things by the word of his power",-thus Christ is 
set forth as the Author of Creation and of Providence: "by whom also 
he made the worlds",-"upholding all things 'by the word of his 
power". God can neither be seen nor heard, nor can His movements 
be traced, except through Christ. Through Him the qualities of Deity 
becomes visible and articulate. . 

What then, is the declara.tion of Christ in Nature by Creation? 
It is a declaration of law. vVhatever else nature teaches about God it 
unmistakably reveals Him as a God of law. Sc.ience is here the hand­
maid of religion. Her 'business is to o'btain accurate knowledge of 
facts, of the laws governing those facts, and of the causes ~hich 
determine their relationship. I am not a scientist; but I can hear 
w'hen Science speaks; and I have heard her say, 'that the whole 
created order is a perfect machine of marvel'lous design which unfail­
ingly obeys the laws of its Maker, whoever He may be. Long before 
Sinai "'burned with fire", in its very 'structure, had there been a man 
of knowledge to read the writing, it proclaimed its Maker to be the 
Source of law. 

UN a:ture with open vollume stands, 
To s'pread her Maker's name abroad; 

And every labour of His hands 
Shows Siomething worthy of a God." 

Revealed religion lifts us to a higher plane. It concerns itself with 
the realm of morals, it has to do with righ:t and wrong. By revealed 
religion I mean that kno'Wledge of God which is derived from what 
is claimed to be a divine revelation rather than upon what men have 
discovered of God through the study of His works. 
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The Bihle gives us a history of man from "the beginning" in his 
relation 'to God and to his felloW's. And again God is revealed as a 
great Law. The Word that speaks through the prophets is the sam~ 
that speaks through earth and sun and stars. And the declaration of 
God in the'Old Testament is to the effect that law and order obtain 
in the spiritual world as in the natural. Cause and effect are shown 
to be as in'S'eparable in the moral realm as in the physical. There is 
nothing to Suggest the possibility of ultimate moral chaos. The pro­
phets as truly as the planets declare one element in the divine glory 
to be His invariable orderliness. Seed time and harvest follow in 
regular succession in the moral realm as well as in the physical. ' 

But in the Old Testament dispensation there is another element 
for which men look in vai'n in nature. In nature, wisdom and power 
are seen in co-operative action; but they are wholly impersonal. In' 
the pages of this Book a divine Personality emerges, Who claims to 
be superior to His works, and sovereign over all His' creatures. And 
in this inspired record of the providential unfolding of His purposes 
there is the' same orderly progression observable as in the lower 
realm of His operation. And that which unifies all the divine disclo­
sures of the Old Testament is the promise of a still clearer and ulti­
mate revelation. 

Noone can' mark the divine transcendence, a God above His 
world and even above its law, pictured in the Old Testament Scrip­
tures, and observe God's sovereign overruling of all moral and spiri­
tual opposition to His plans, without bei'ng filled with hope. And 
then at last, we have the mystery of the Incarnation proclaimed. 
Angels proclaim the coming of God to ear.t:h. 

Now what is the "declaration" of the Incarnation? How a.nd what 
is God declared to be in Christ? At Bethlehem, if I may dare say so, 
God revealed that He is inseparably joined'to man. Never could He 
forsake His world without ahandoning ,the Babe of Bethlehem. And 
further, it is revealed that He will fulfil His plans by the exercise of 
powers undiscoverable to us. Christianity is a supernatural religion. 
Jesus was supernaturally born. But what we call miracle is the result 
of the operation of laws which 'transcend our knowledge and under­
standing. The birth of Jesus shows how God can come into human 
life, not in violation of law, but by means which are beyond our com­
prehension. Weare therefore to conceive of God as one whose judg­
ments are uns'earchable and whose ways are past f:inding out. 

So then, in. Christ, behold "the image of the invisible ,God," at the 
same time bearing the likeness of man-not however, of corruptible 
man, but of man at his 'best, his highest and utmost-becoming such 
by means transcending our reason. 

What :then is the central truth revealed in Christ the, incarnate 
God? All virtue's are comhi,ned in Him, but what is the elemental 
quality of which all virtues are but manifestations? It is what the 
New Testament calls grace. It is more than love, it is love in remedial 
exercise. Jesus stands forth as the ,incarnation of the remedial 
resources of Diety. God is the great Repairer and Renovator and 
Restorer. He saves men by suffering for them and with them. And 
now we are at the veil of the Holy of Holies. Sin is pitilessly imp'artial 
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and'ielendessly cruel. No one of woman 'born has escaped its heavy 
hand. But of all its victims no one has ever suffered as Jesus did. 
There was no way of pulling us out of the fire but by going into the 
fire Himself. He has "declared" God to be a suffering God. Whatever 
the ultimate explanation of the mystery, this I know, sin hurts no 
one so much as it hurts God. The atonement means-ah, who dares 
to say all that it means ?-but it means this at least, that the utmost 
of sin's penalty, falls upon Christ, piercing his very soul :-not arbi­
trarily, but of necessity, and in the nature of the case, 'as the only 
alternative to the sinner's destruction. Sin's deadly power is quenched 
in the 'blood of the Son of God. 

"Oh, Love, thou bottomrless a,byss, 
My sins al"e swallowed up in Theel" 

But not at the Cross alone and at last is God declared. The cry 
of the Son of'God in the darkness is .not the last word to be said about 
God. We must see Him in the glory of resurrection and behold in Him , 
the ultimate sovereign triumphs of light, and life, and love. 
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And as we think of God in relation to the world's sin and woe, 
we are not to think of Him ~s watching His world from afar, separate 
from its gri eis , unhurt by its sin, free from its sorrows, and unbur­
,dened by its woes. The: rather we are to conceive of Him as dwelling 
in the mid'st of it all, and by some inexplicable condescension of grace, 
identified with its sufferings, feeling its want, sharing its hunger, bear­
ing its grid, carrying its sorrows, touching its leprosy, crucified by 
its sin! A'nd yet, and yet, unairaid of its darkness, undismayed 'by its 
rebellion, undaunted 'by its unbelief, superior to its shame, 'sovereign 
of its destiny, enthroned above all its warring elements on the right 
harnd of the Majesty on High-from henceforth expecting tilt His 
enemies' be made His !footstool. And in respect to all the problems 
of life as we keep our eye on Him, God who commanded the light to \ 
shine out of darkness will shin.e in our hearts to give the right of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Chr,ist. 

But what of your own sou1 in relation to such a God as this? 
Our sins are many, but His blood can wash them all away. Life, 
sometimes seems a tangled skein, but His hand is on the loom and 

"The shuttile of the unse'en powers 
Works out a pattern not as ours." 

How foolish it would be, for anyone of us to refuse to submit to 
such a God as the crucified and risen incarnation of redeeming Love 
has revealed God to he! I beg of you to trust Him! Trust Him to 
forgive your sins on the ground of the vicarious sacrifice; trust Him 'l 
to give you eternal life as being Himself the Author of all life; trust \ 
Him to keep you and preserve you unto His everlasting kingdom as 
the One Who "upholdeth all things by the word of His power'" t;ust 
Him to bear your burdens, to overcome by the power of His Spirit, 
your evil tendencies, to solace your loneliness, to explore the vallevs 
with you and climb the heights with you, to lighten your darkness 
and calm your seas, and to bring you at last through all the storm~ 
of life into a haven of peace and perfection and there to wipe away 
all tears from your eyes. For all this, trust Him now! 
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The publication of this paper as a missionary enterprise is made I?ossible by the gifts of 
members of Jarvis Street Church and others, and is sent to subscribers by mail for $2.00 
(under cost) per year. If any of. the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing. 
we shan be grateful for any thank·offering you may be abe to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your prayers that the message of The Witness may be used hy 
the .Holy Spirit for the defe!,ce of .the Faith, the salvation of souls\ and the ~xaltati01! of 
:Chrlst. As our funds make It possIble, we hope to add to our free hst, from time to time, 
t"e names of ministers at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
CONSERVING THE FRUITS. 

7 

The Jew's a!bility to' get ri·ch is preverbial. But we have heard it said, 
and the saying has ;been confirmed !by ebservatien, that, generally speaking, 
it is the Jew's a.'bility to' keep what he gets whi.ch makes him dcher than. his 
neigh:beur. When the five theusand had !been ·fed 'by five 'barley leaves and 
twO' small fishes, the Lerd cemman.d·ed, "Gather up the ·fragments that remain, 
tha;t n.ething Ibe lest." And the twelve Ibaskebftrls which were gathered served 
endy to' ma'gnify the mi1-acJe. 

We have read of wealthy men whO' were ,prodigal with thcir wealth; whO' 
seemed to' regard any sert of ecenomy as an inofirmoity ef the peer. But He 
WhO' is Heir df all things, WhO' has ·pewer to' create unlimited. wealth by a 
w,erd, insisted that care sheuld Ibe taken "that n,ething 'be les·t". Only thus 
ceuld He be t,rue to' Hims,eU as He has ,revealed Himself in nature~fer there 
nething is lest. The Shepherd WhO' w()wld n'et :be denied the hundredth sheep 
and the Miracle-Werker WhO' 'ferbade the was·ting 0'0£ a crumJb, are ,beth One; 
and He is the Shepherd and Bishep ef eur seuls. 

We wonder what He must think ef the waste ef the average church? 
Cenverts 'ceme in 'at the ,fre,n't deor and gO' eut the Ibarck deer in a centinual 
precessien. These whO' are ma:de effidally res!pens~ble fer the care of the 
public health a,re accustemed to' give much theught to' in,fant mertality. A 
very high :bi.rth rate may be neutralized 'by a still higher death rate. It is 
well that the churches sh()wld repert a grewing 'birth rate; but the strength 
ef a church will :be d,iminished rather than increa:sed unless care is taken 
to' feed and shepherd the lamlbs. This is a ,duty devolving upen every true 
paster at aU times; 'but it is espe'cially necessary in times e,f reviva!l, when 
many cenverts are breught intO' the 'church. A chuI'ch that has a theusand 
additiens in three years, mere than six hundred 0'.£ whem unite 'by ibaptism, 
may eas.j}y find herself like old M()ther Hu.bbard whO' lived in a shee; whO' 
had sO' many 'chi'ldren she didn't IknO'W what to' d'O. 

We \lave read O'f 'pelice ceurt cases where 'methers were char,ged with the 
negle'ct ()If their in1fants', when the evidence shewed that ,it had been ibeyend 
their pewer preperly to' prepare fer the child's ad,vent; er, after its ceming, 
to' ·give it necessary care. Are net many slpiritual children denied seme 
churches because they have ne,ither the means ner the will to' take care ef 
them? It is humanly ~Il1!pessilble fer ene paster preperly to' care fer sO' many 
spiritual barbes. The Methedist "class meeting" oIf Wesley's day was an 
attemopt to' meet this requirement. 

We believe we have ,feund in the prindp1e ef the B,ible Sche'el erganizatien 
new in eperatie,n in Jarvis St., a methed ~here'by this urgent need may, in 
seme measure at least, 'be met. The ·censtttuency e'f this paper has grewn 
sO' rapidly that the mem'bership oIf Jarvis St. Church new represen'ts but a 
s'1'n'all ,pertien ef eur readers. N etwithstanding, the need e'f ene church is 
the need ef all; and that which ministers to' ene may minister to' alI. There­
fere, eur extra Jarvis. St. read~r~ will n~et Oibje'ct to' eur urging up en eur ewn 
members the n~cesS1ty of glVlDg theIr mest earnest ce-eperat,ien to' eur 
endeaveur to' !bUIld every new member ef the church intO' seme class in the 
Scheel. 

On the ethe~ ha.nd, we weuld UI'ge eur yeung cenverts too exercise every 
care. ~e a.p:prepnate. to' th~se1ves the ibest Ged has in stereo The first 
requls1'te ef a !babe IS that It sheuld breathe; and unceasing ,prayer is aibse-
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lutely ind·ispensa·ble to spiritual health. Food, too, and the right kind' of food, 
is as necessary as air. Thousands o·f /b'a,bies die ,for want of pure milk; and 
the ranks of the church a're thinned, and ma,ny members erufeebled iby the low 
value o'·f much prea'ching. We have heard that it is an unfailing s·ign that a 
b.rby is of s'ounld mind when ·it tries to put everything it ,can get its hands on 
into its mouth. SpirituaJI batbes have g·ood appetites, and will make 'an 3lttempt 
to eat anything that is offered them. Woe be to the .preacher who gives them 
a pretty sermon devoid of spir-itual food. Any m'other 01 a ·famHy will tell 
you that, while she loves all her children 'and ,they are an unceasing joy to her, 
their coming 'has mad·e life for her both serious and ,busy. The church's 
business is' to be the mother of souls; and havil1Jg received her spiritual chi!­
d:ren from God, she must 'bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. 

"YE ARE MY WITNESSES." 
One afternoon in Jutly a stranger telephoned that he wished to see the 

Pa.stor, to talk with him a·bout spiritual matters. An apP01ntment was made. 
When he came to the church office, he said that he rw3lS a sto·rekeepe·r in a 
certain d'istri'ct some miles 'from Jarvis St. Church. He had never attended 
a service in ,the church; 'but amol1Jg his ·customers there were three ·families 
whose god1y demeanor had 'greatly impressed h~m. He 'had' himseU ,been 
living a very irreligious Hfe; and :by yield.ing himsellf to ·the gambling mania, 
had neglected his ;bllsiness and Ibrought multip!lied troubles upon his head. 
But through ,it all the chara'cter and conduct and general deportment of the 
members of the .families re,ferred to, had 'been ,to him a standing condem­
nation. 

On enqui·ry, he discovered that all three families were memlbers of the 
same church; and he wondered what sort of a religion it was' that cpuld pro­
duce such results. Under deelp conviction of sin he ,called upon one of the 
families, and asked the mother of the ,family ,to make an app·ointment for 
him to come to see their Pastor, and ask what he must do to be saved. That 
day he came to the Lord: a week or so later he was baptized. Then his wife 
came, and she was also baptized. We have sinc!! heard that no one can now 
go into that store without knowin.g that the store-keeper is a Chris,tian; that 
everything a,bout the :place and albout the prolprietor speaks of a 'regenerating, 
deansing, and· upli'fting power. In last night's prayer meeting, this brother 
gave a glowing testimony and was ,followed 'by the head of one of the families 
through whose influence he had 'been saved. 

This week we received a letter from a lady who lives ·in the same neigh­
bourhood above referred to. She recently was' Ibaptized; but felt it her duty 
to remain in the church ·to 'Which she Ibelon.ged, ·to try to kindle a spiritual 
fire there. (We aIrways point out to those who 'propose this course, the 
inconsistency 0'£ trying .to find 'fellorwship with 'people oppo·sed to ',the prin­
ciples one holds to be true. At the same time we have not ·felt justified in 
refusing baptism if the applicant gave good evidence of conversion). This 
lady's letter speaks of the many homes which have been trans·formed 'by the 
power of the gospel as proclaimed by Jarvis St. ,Chur.ch and its mem'bers. 
We have many ·instan·ces of people who have 'been led to the church to dis­
cover what s·trange power was making over the lives of their neighbours. 
Is not this what OI\lr Lord intended when He said, "Ye shall be witnesses 
unto me"? 

SOME OF THE CONVERTS. 
It will be ,interesting to give a sketch o·f same of those converted during 

Dr. Norris' Mission, and of some others rwho, having been 'converted else­
where, were led into a deeper experience of 'grace, and to o:bey the Lo·rd in 
baptism. 

To-day (Wednesday), for ins.tance, was visiting day; and among those 
who went out .from 10 o'clock ,in the morning from do·or to' door calling upon 
those who had 'been tou,ched by our services, or who were a.bse~'t from some 
one of our classes, was a young man of twenty-one or more. His is an 
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in,teresting story. He had not 'been to a .place o,f worship for' som~ years: 
he was without any re1igious interest; 'but one evening he ,followed the crowd' 
as they poured into Massey Hall. supposing he was going to some place of' 
entert.ainment, and having no idea o,f its being a religious service. But God 
was in the place :and spoke to his heart. The next Wednesday evening he 
came to J;uv·is St., and was converted. The Friday evening following, he was 
baptized; last Sunday he was one 0.£ the more than one hundred and twenty 
received into the fellowship of the church; to-day he was telling to a11 around: 
what a dear Saviour he had 'found.. 

Another was not actual'ly converted through Ol1r services, but through a 
street meeting. He ·is an educated gentleman. He had belonged to a monastic 
order o·f the High Church in England, which he te11s us -is practi-cally .iden~ 
tical with the Roman ·Church. He had taken a year's theological course in 
London; he had spent much time prea'ching; he had been very religimls)"""':'but 
not ·converted. At last the Spirit o·f Go·d swept his religion away, and be 
became a ·Christian. He came to our meetings; saw his duty and priviIege, 
and was 'baptized. He is now one of our most valuable members. Througl;t 
the greater ,part o'f Dr. Norris' meetings, it was a joy to ,observe how ta:cf~ 
fully, how winsomely, he approached people of all classes, and spoke to them 
personally of their interest in Chris·t. He is a teacher o·f music; and oone whq 
is sure to be mightily used ,of the Lord. At last night's' !prayer meeting . lie 
gave us an ins!pi.ring testimony: he told us' very modestly: and with beco-Ill'ing 
reserve, o·f how his -landlady had enquired ,what great change had come to him; 
to whom he had replied, that he had lost his religion and'. had 'been found of 
Cbrist. A few days later· she ca.me to him and told him thaot thr,ough his 
testimony she also had ,been converted. 

Another instance: At the beginning of the year, we spoke two evenings 
in Winnipeg. In July, a lady who had attended thos'e services came to 
Toronto on a visit to her sister, and 'br·ought the sister to Jarvis St. Church. 
The sister was converted; a little later the sister's huslband was converted; 
the two beauti'ful children o·f the Winnipeg lady were baptized and alI five 
became members of Jarvis St. Church. . 

One evening in Massey Hall, among those who profess·ed conversion was 
a mother, her two sons, and two daughters, and a son-in-'la;w, ·restored.. Th~ 
mother, the two daughters, 'and the two sons were baptized; the son-in-.1a.w 
had been a 'backs:lider, !but had' 'been baptized' 'before. One of the sons at 
last night's meetin.g, out of a full heart, praised God ·for what He ha·d dqne: 
for his family. 

A Family Saved. 

Another example of how God is working in Jarvis St. is ·furnished by the 
following facts. A year and a half or more ago a young man o'f about six­
teen' was 'converted. Shortly afterwards he brought his younger ,brother and 
he was saved. Both were baptized. One Saturday night as he was praying 
we heard some youthful voices breathing a quiet !but fervent "Amen." Opening 
our eyes we saw these two- 'boys sitting on the front seat, thus joining in 
prayer, while 'another was "leading." The next evening when coming into 
church, one of the 'boys met us, and said, "Mother is here to-night, .pray for 
her." At that service the mother was converted·. Up to the time Mr. Norris 
came, seven mem'bers of that fami'ly, including the mother, had been con­
verted, and baptized, and, in addition, the father had been ·converted but not 
baptized,. During the meetings another son and daughter were converted, 
and with the father, baptized, making ten o·f one family. Last night (Sept. 
16th) the mot'her rose and s·aid, "I thank God for what He has done for me 
and my family, all but one has :been ibrought ·into the ,fold; please pray .fo·r 
the other one." Will our readers join in prayer for that on.e·? We hope soon 
to report the answer. 

Three Ministerial Students'. 

One was a student for the Anglican ministry, a bright and promising 
young man. He attended the serv:ices; and became concerned about the mat­
ter of baptism. His mother also attended. This young man said, "What wou1d 
be the consequences to me i,f I were immersed, seeing I am a stud·ent for the 
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Anglican ministry?" We answered him: "You obey the Lord and He will look 
after the consequences of your obedience; d,isoibey Him, and you will attend 
to the consequences yourself." He made his decision :-he and his mother 
were bapt'ized. He will study now for the Baptist ministry. 

Another exceptionally bright young man, who had done much prea.ching 
in England, came to this oCoun'try Ifor the express purpose of preparing himself 
for the ministry ,of a paedo'baptist churc-h. He came to J!l.rvis Street; his 
attention was caNed- to the importance of yielding to the authority o'f God's 
Word. He also ,was ba,ptized; and no'w has the Ba-ptist min,istry in view. 

A third-, of the same denomination as the second, who had done a good 
deal of .prea'Ching, a young man of fine personality and of strong mind, was 
planning to go to college to prepare for the ministry. He came to Massey 
Hall; became exercised a:bout the matter of baptism; came forward, saying 
he des,ired to Ibe -baptized; but, in conversation in the enquiry-room, said he 
had no intention of leaving his church.. We told him, as we have told scores 
of others, we would go with him as far as he would go in obedience to tl'!e 
Word; but pointed out some of the difficulties he wou'ld :be sure to encounter 
if he attempted to exercise the ministry in a church which was not in agree­
ment 'with ,his convictions. We showed him that, of necessity, in such cir­
cumstances, he would either have to he loyal to the ,church to which he be­
longed and teach that which, if the members should heed his teaching, would 
change the character of the church; or, were he to w~thhold his testimony, 
be would be disloyal to Christ and untrue to his own convictions. Three 
minutes a-fterwards he crossed the floor and said to us, "What you have said 
has d-isturibed me, and I see t_he in'consisten-cy of it. I will pray about it." 
Later he was 'baptized. He is now a member of Jarvis St. Church, with the 
Baptist ministry in view. 

Still another case of family conversion comes to our mind. A young lad 
and his sister came forward one evening, and came into the enquiry-room. 
Both ,professed conversion. In the hallway outside, the father and mother 
were waiting. An earnest -personal worker from another Baptist church in 
the city directed us to them; and while we talked to the -father,- s'he talked 
with the mother and the mother yielded to the Lord. We asked them to step 
into the enquiry-room, hut the father refused. Then we asked him to come 
and kneel with us in thanksgiving ,for -what God had d'one for his wife and 
children. He said, "I am willing to do that". We stepped inside, and the 
five of us- -knelt together. The mother prayed; and ,the son and daughter 
p-rayed; then the fathe-r prayed, and surrendered to the Lord. Then each of _ 
the Ifour gave thanks in turn -for what God had done for the whole famBy. 
We received a letter yesterday from the mother, saying ,they were sorry that 
they had been unable t(} come forward -for 'baptism earlier; but all four expect 
to be 'baptized next Sunday evening. Here is a case of "househ(}ld" conver­
sion and 'baptislID,-Ibut all are 'beHevers. 

LAST SUNDAY. 
Last Sunday was a 'greM day in Jarvis St. In the mor-ning School the 

attendance registered seven hundred anld sixty-nine. At Ithe close of the 
morning service several came forward, eX!pressiing desire for salvation or for 
church mem'bershi,p. In the evening twenty ... one were ba-ptized -before a great 
congregation which practically filled the house. At the Communion Se'rvice 
following, one hundred and twenty-one new ,members were received.' The 
attend-ance at the Communion b'roke al'l records; and the great company went 
home with "Hosannas" in their hea,rts. 

MISS GEORGINA LINDSAY. 
In accordance with the request of the Bible School officers and teachers 

-the Deacons have appointed Miss Geor-gina Lindsay to the office staff t~ 
have special charge o;f the Bi,ble Sch(}ol -records. Miss Lindsay is a teacher in 
the Young Peop'le's' Department and we are sure wiIl render splendid service 
in her new position. Miss Lindsay began her duties Wednesday, Sept. 17th. 
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~b£ .bole jljible ~unba!, ~tbool ll£~~on QCour~e. 
Lesson LII. September 28th, 1924 

THE DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM.-I Kings: 12-16. 

Again -in these cha·p·ters we walk on holy ·g.round, for here we see God 
fulfil1ing His Word. 

I. Rehoboam the Reckless. 
(1) He inherited his father's ,disfaViour with the people. Solomon's reign 

had 'become irksome; and his extravagance had imposed intolerable burdens 
upon his peop:le. Thus many men beg>in their careers undler a serious handi­
cap; but this must never 'be urged as a justification 01£ .f3iilure. (2) Rehoboam 
decLined the counsel o·f age and eXlpe·rience. It is not unusual ior young men 
to think that wisd'om was unknown before their ar.rival. How foolish it is 
for men not to 'be advised Iby those who have travelled the road before theml 
(3) Inste3id, he accepted the counsell of youth and ineXiperience, 3iS many 
others have done since his d·ay. (4) Abusing his authoI'i'ty, he lost it. Auth­
ority must Ibe jusrtIy exer.cised in order 1>0 ibe ·retained .• 

II. Jeroboam the Man of Policy. 

Jeroboam is one 00£ the outstanding examples of Scripture 01: the folly C;,f 
sacrificing pI'in'oiple to .pdli'cy, anld conviction to eXipedienlcy. 

(1) In the 'providence ,of God he m1S put in a .position where he might 
have played an hero~c part in leading the people of ·God in ways of righteous­
nes·s. Men who are exalted :to posit.ions Cl'f leadership bear a responsi'bility 
which is commensurate with their op.port!unity Ifor service. Jel'loibo'am was 
called to mou'ld a new kin!gdom when the ten tribes ib.rO'ke away from the 
reign o·f David's house; and in :that fad, he m~glit 'have foun:d an opportunity 
qu·ickly to rid :the peo;ple O'f the influences tlo which they had been· s·ulbject in 
Solomon's d'edining ye·3irs. (2) Fur-thermCl're, he was God's chosen instrument 
to separate the people .from Davi'd's house; and 'he was heir to 'the promise, 
that divine help would be given to those who obey the Lord. (3) Ambitious 
to ret'ain the "throne, he sacrificeld principle to poli'cy. He feared that if the 
people 'continued to go to Jerusalem to sacrifice, 'the memCl'ries' 0'1 the Holy 
City would turn them back to David's hous'e: hence he made callves Cl'f gol!d,­
not as idols, Ibut only as rep·resentatives of Jeho·vah. How man·y like him 
there are I Instead o·f meeting a d,ifficulty in 'faith, they devise some poHt.ic 
means 01: avoidin'g it. (4) This departure ·from the way oif truth resulted in the 
ruin of a nation~ 

III. The Prophet of Compromise. 

(1) The 13th chapter tells the story of a faithful messenger of judgment 
with.a clear knowledge 0'£ truth 'and a d'etermination to d·o his duty. (2) The 
n}an ·is without name: he is .cailled 'on,ly "a man O'f God out of Judah". Who 
cpuld desire a more honourable title? (3) He wills warned 'to allow h:imself to 
be under no obligation to those to whom he 'prophesied. He was, in short, 
to maintain his 'ind·ependence as a prophet. Wha't a ijess·on is here o£or the 
prophet of the present time I (4) He yielded to ·the fra.:ternal appeal o·f an­
other .p1"ophet (vss. 17-19) o·f whom ,it is said, "He lied unto Him". A preacher 
may be tempted of the DevH through the medium Cl'f 111noother preache.r who 
urges h'im to :be friendly. (5) By· d.is·oibedience he came un'der judgment,-as 
aU must do. 

IV. The Harvest of Unfaithfulness. 

The last part 0'1 the 13th 'ch3ipter and -the remaining chapte'rs of the lesson 
are an illustration Cl'f the principle that whatsoever a man soweth thait s'hall 
he also reap. (1) Jeroboam suffered -in his own ,family. Many family troubles 
a're heart troulbles. (2) Every succeedJng king of Israel ,walked in the ways 
olf Jeroboam the' s'on of Ne!bat who made IsraelI to sin'. Let a man do wrong 
and he will never want for ·fo~lowers. ' 
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MONDAY NIGHT. 
Monday night was -our first Monday night Teachers' Conference. One 

hundred and one mellllbers 0.£ the staff were ·present. The department con'fer­
en'ces met from a quarter to eight to a qua-l'ter to nine, when: alII 'came together 
in a united confelrence; and at nine o'clock the Pastor taught the lesson. Our 
magnificent staff of teachers and officers 'thus assem'bled were a mighty inS'pira~' 
tion~at least to -the Editor of this paper. Nothing is impossJble with such 
co-workers. 

Tues.day ni-ght, notwithstanding the gatherin'g of Monday, the pr·ayer 
meeting was packed, overflowing into the hallway. The testimonies of the 
young converts, while 'bringing bles.sing to them, brought unspeakable joy to 
older Chr-is-tians. 

NEXT SUNDAY. 
We are admonished to .forget the things which are Ibehind and press for­

ward to the thin'gs that are -before. And it is well, so fa-r as ,possilble, to 
fO'rget battles 1n which Ibitterness may have been engendered. We would not 
now write -o-ne word which would ,increase another's -pain, or which might seem 
like exulting in.a human victory. On the other hand, however, we feel that it 
would be little s·hort o-f treason not to record wha:t the han'd' of God has diane. 
The work, indeed, has been s·o manilfestly o·f the Lord, that the telling of it 
can -bring ,glory to Him only. 

On the 21s'l: -of September, 1921, the final vote was taken in the walr which 
had been begun by some outside -the church _who were determined to remove 
the Pastor 0:£ Jarvis St. as an obstac:!le to -their modernist programme. \Ve 
have always -been sor-ry..for those rwho unwittingly ibecame their victims. But 
on 'that memo-rable even-ing the pr-oposal to :de'clare Jarvis St. puJ.pit vacant 
was defeated. 

Was the stand we then took justified? What has .falla-wed the de,feat of 
the attem'Pt to silence -the Jarvis St. ministry? The three weekly prayer 
meetin:gs have cont-inue'd wilh unalbated interest. In the three years, by a 
most conservative estimate, an aggregate o,f not less than eighty thousand 
people have attende·d the p.rayer meetings -in Jarvis St. Church; over one 
thousand new members have come' into our 'fellowship; over six hundred and 
fi.fty have been baptized; the mem!bership of Jarvis St. exceeds fi'fteen hundred; 
the Bible School is now the larr,ges-t Ba.ptist School in Canada; although it was 
freely predicted that our doors would close -for want of money, since Sep­
tember 21st, 1921, $112,705.85 has come into the treasury of Jarv-is St. 

In add:iti~n to arll this, The GospeZ Witness has come into bein-g; and is 
in the third year -o,f its :pu'bl-ication. It has ap'Peared each Iweek at the ap­
pointed time, carrying one -of the Pas-tor's sermons stenographi'cally reported. 
The paper now circulates in practically every State in the Union, in every 
Province of Canada, in Mexico, Chin;a, India; in New Zeailan-d, Great Bri-tain 
and Ire'land, and in France. Its messages alre reprin-te'd ,in many American 
pa!pers, both sermons and editor-ials, so that the ministry of Jarvis St. to,uches 
all parts of the Continent. • 

For aU these abound-ing mer-cies the Lord alone is to Ibe pra-ised. This, we 
beHeve, is 'the testimony of Jarvis St. Chur-ch :as a whole: "r.£ it had not been 
the Lord who was on our side, now may Israel say; If -it had not been the 
Lord who was on our side, when men -rose 1,1p against us: then they had 
swaUowed us U'P quick, when the-ir wrath was :kindled agains't us; then the 
waters had overwhelmed us, -the stream had gone over our soul: then the 
proud waters had gone over our sou!l, B~essed :be the Lo'rd, who hath not 
given us as a 'Prey to their teeth. Our soul is escaped as a bird out o:f the 
sn'are ·of the fowlers: the snare is :broken, and we are escaped. Our help is 
in -the name of the Lo'rd, who made heaven and earth". -

KEEP THE DATE-SEPTEMBER 30th. 
A church missionary meetin.g, with the Rev. -C. H. :SclLutt, -Secretary of 

,Ba.ptist /Home Missions for Ontario and Quebe'c, as speaker. li'uller announce­
ment in neJlit week's Witness. 


