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"When Jesus then lifted up 'his eyes, and saw a great company come unto 
him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, bhat these may eat? 

"An!d,this he said to ,prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 
"Phil;.p answered him, Two hu.ndred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for 
them., that everyone of tihem may take a little. 
".one of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's ·brother, saith unto him, 
"There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but 

what are they among '50 many?"-John 6: 5-9. 

_

HIS is a weH-worn and fa:miliar Scripture; yet it may have 
. in ,it some spiritual sugge-stions for us this morning, which 
. ". a,re of special and present value. The Acts Q,f the Apos-

tles 'begins: "The former treatise !have I made, 0 Theo
p'hilus, of an that Jesus 'began both to do and teach, until 
the day in which he was taken up, after that he through 

the Holy Ghost had given commandments· unto- the apostles whom 
he had chosen." What He began to ·do ·and teach, He is continuing 
to do and tea'dh to-day. "And while they looked stedfast.ly toward 
heaven as Ihe went up, behold, two men stood !by them in white ap
parel; which also 'said, Ye rp.en 'Of Galilee, why stand ye ·gazing up 
into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shaH 5'0 come ,in like manner ·as ye have seen him go into heaven." 
He is 'cO'ming again some day; and when He comes" He will be the 
same Jesus. Through ~hre Holy Spirit Ito-day, He is· te3!ching what 
He did in the days of His flesh; still going about doing good-doing 
over again the same miracles which then He wrought. And He is 
still asking, ·as He asked on this occas·ion, unanswerab1:~ qq·estions-
I mean questions which cannot be answe'red by human wisdom in 
view O'f human reSOUl"ces only: "Whence shall we buy ,bread, that 
thes·e may eat?" 
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Jesus always 'stand,s, as He. stoQd then, in TelatiQn to' a great 
company of people. It is ,impQssible to think of Christ alone. He 
1s the SQn of man. He did nQt live to' Hims·elf; nQr dQes' He live' to' 
Himself to-day. He is the typical, ·symbolkal, representative, Man; 
and whenever you .think Qf Hilm, yQU must think Qof a great multitude 
of p·eO'ple whO' need Him. And tQ-day we have to' think, not Qf the 
people 'gathered in this ,church this mQrning, nQ'r Qf thQse immediately 
related to' us ~n the families to' which we belQIlIg; but we have to' 
think O!f the great mass .of peQple in this City whO' .dO' not know 
Ohrist; whO' ar·e hungry tQ-day, and whose need ·can be supplied 'Only 
through Jesus Himself. Thus if we walk with Him clQsely, we shall 
nQt Qnly 'See the people immediately around us, but we shaH think 
cO'ntinually ·Qf the whQle· world that Heth in the wicked Qne, 0.£ tlhe 
unnum:bered mi·Hj.Qns whO' :dQ nQt know Chr.iSIt. And the que'sltiQn 
must be asked again: "W!hence shaH we buy bread, that these may 
eat?" 

Any spiriltually enli.gihtened man, whO' gets Christ's viewpoint, 
will be staggered wi,th the magnitu'de of the ta'sik that ever lies be
fO're the people O'lf God. HQW shall we accomplish it? Perhaps it 
is nQt surprising· that men have cQnsidered hQW they may, by turning 
Qut ·machinery, a'cceler,ate the divine pmces·ses and multiply the 
number Qf disciples. HQW are we to deal with the thQusands and 
thQus'ands of peQple in this City? For 'example: As we cQntemplate 
Qur wQrk fQr this Summer, and thin:k Qf bringing---w.hile SO' many 
churches almost close their dQQrs~when wetihink of br.inging the 
gQspel to' hundr·eds and thQusands Qf pe·o.ple in a great Ci,ty like this, 
are we nQt .compelled to' ask the question: Hio,w can it he done?
"Whence shall we 'buy bread, that these may eat?" How is it PQS
sible fQr a cQmpanatively sman number Qf poople to minis,ter to' thQse 
wlhQ have need of Chr·ist? HQW many Ohri'stian wQrkers there are 
here Ibhis mQrning, whO' have .found thems·elves, circumstantiaUy, 
aJgainand· again, ,compelled to' ask thes·e questiQns.....--when fa·ce to' face 
with 'cQnditiQns which provoOke questiQns that are unanswera'ble; bce 
to' fa'ce wi,th the task tihat requires more than superhuman strength. 
A1gain and a/gain, the Lord seems to' ask us thes·e queSltiO'ns. Now 
that by the w.ay. 

I. 
What I want toO PO'int out to' yQU especi'aUy this mQrning is, .that 

the Lord Jesus did noOt ask that questiQn, nor :bring Hi·s diSICipIes to' 
this situatiQn .in Qrder that He might re'ceive advice tfrom them. He 
coOmpelled them to face the prdblem: "And this he s·aid to' prQve him." 
Now, that 'is ,always His methQd~bringing His people intO' a position 
Wh'ere theya're face to' face with that wt.hi·ch cannQt possibly !be dO'ne 
by human power. He 'cQmpels us to view the whole situati'Qn; and 
coOmpels us to admit ·that we have noO human reSQurces wherewith to' 
meet the 'Crisis of .t!he hour. 

What ,is your particular difficulty this morning? It may be very 
p'ersona/l; it may ,be 'SQmet!hing that you cannQt 'communi,cate to' an
other. It may be that you find yourself in straitened 'CIircumstan'Ces 
materially. It may be some Qther unusual situation, where yoou are 
at the end ·of yourself; and where, providentially, there seems to be 
thrust upon yoou a question for Wlhkh you have no answer. And' 
you are disposed to' say: "Why should I have to bce such difficulties 
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as these 1" We are continually ·dreaming dreams of what we would 
do li,f we 'had illimitable resources. I 'suppose there is, not a man or 
woman here this morning, and 'Compa'ratively few of the 'hoys and 
girls, who Ihasnot d'l"eamed of the wonderful things he or she would 
do if only they had the ,illimitable resources of ,a Henry Ford, or a 
Rockefeller. Of course, we want it t9 do 'good with: we do not want 
it f.or ourselves. We aU .imagine that, H suddenly we 'became rich, 
we should be a:ble to minister to everybody. But the people who be
come rich, as a rule, lavish their wealtlh upon themselves. But that 
is not God's way; ,for God's work is generally done by the poor, not 
by the rich. It has, been true all throu'gh the history of the Christian 
Ohuflch. I.n the cOIIl1Pany of discip'les in the beginnin~g, few were 
rich. "Hath not God chosen the poor of thi,s' world rich in ,faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which The hath promised to them that love him 1" 
And my ~riends', if you are poor, ,ilf you are at the enodof your re
sources, and that question lis thrust upon you-"there ~s yOUT task; 
there is the obliga"tion: how are you going to meet .it?-and you ask: 
Why does He ask this question of me ?-rememober, "This he said 
to prove him." He is proving us aU the t6me--""'!proving us 'every d,ay 
we 'live. 

II. 
I rejoice to fall Iback upon this: that to ou,r Lord Jesus ther·e is 

no question that is unanswerable. "He himsellf knew what he would 
do." He always knows what He will do. There can be no pos·sible 
combination of circumstances which can ,be .too mUlch for the wi'sdom 
of our Lord Jesus· Christ. When He said to His disocip'les in the 
beginning: "Go ye into all the world, and prea'ch the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shaU be 'saved; hut he 
that bel1eveth not shaH·be ·damned" i-when He lwid upon His Church 
that seemingly impossi'ble task, compeUing them to say in their hea·rt3, 
as I am sure they did, "How is it possible, Lo:rd, for us to 'go into 
aU the worM, and make .disdples of aU the nations, ·and tea'ch them 
to observe all things whatsoever thou hast ·commanded ?"---'when He 
brou1ght them to that ,position, "He himself 'knew what 'he would 
do". And when He brings a church to that position, He knows what 
He will do; He knows how to help us out of the difficulty. 

But let Ime make it ;pers,ona'l and .indivj.dual: wihen He brings you 
to a position ,like that, He knows what He will do. P,erihaps there 
is some man 'here upon whom God 'has laid the obligation to prea'ch 
the gospel; some young woman who feels called to missionary service. 
There is a burning call 'to preach the gospel, 'and yet you say: "I 
have no fitness for tJlre task. I have no means to meet the expens'e ()f 
an education. I -cannot see anything befo:re me. Every door i,so shut. 
I am imprisoned within my present circumstances. My hands are 
empty, and my pockets are empty ; and yet there is this mighty urge 
within .me." Like Jeremiah: "His· word was in mine heart asa burn·· 
i11'g fi're shut up in my bones, and I 'Was weary with forbearing, and 
I could not stay." I have known young men who have said in tibJeir 
hearts, as Paul said: "V\T oe is unto me, if I pr-each not the gospel! 
And yet how can I preach it? I ·am not trained; and where can I get 
the training? Others are depending upon me. I am not like some 
young men who a're free to look after themselves. I /hav·e family oIbli
gattions; I have a hundred 'burdens to 'bear. I am Ibrought fa'ce to face 
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with a situation that i,s absolutely imposs·ilble ; and yet the Lord comes 
to me and asks me this question: 'There is the multitude, can't you 
go and preach to them?' How can I?" 

My .friends, when He brings you .into this situation, r'emem'ber 
"'he ,himself knows what he wi'll do." He never ,Lays an obli:gation 
upon one of His children without undertaking to cal'lry; them throu~h 
in the execution of their task. He will set before you an open door In 

due time. The keys of aU doors swing at His 'gi'l'ldle: He can open 
the college door, and He can open any kind of door, if He wants you 
to enter it. And -in that time of tes,tinig, rememlber that He knows 
what He will do. And whatever problem faces you this morning, the 
solution of that problem lies with Jesus Christ. I do ,not care how 
difficult it is; I do not care to what realm of life it belongs-the solu
tion of every human problem is in the mind and in the hand of Christ: 
"He himself knew what he would do." 

I wish the great leaders of the Church could understand that. 
I wish we ·could all get back to this simple principle that the great 
Head of the Church has planned His work from the beginning: "All 
authority is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore"
because He knows what He will do: not only does He know what He 
would like to do, but He knows what He will do. And when the Lord 
Jesus makes up His mind to do a thing, depend upon it, it will be done. 
He sovereignly determines to bring this world to His feet, to establish 
His Church; and "the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." He can 
feedl unnumbered millions as easily as He fed the five thousand on this 
occasion. Therefore whatever the fo·rm of Ohristian work to w.hich 
you a·re caned, I conJure you, my brother and sister, to come into 
such relationship to Christ, that you will be able to rest with perfect 
composure at His feet, to receive His commandments, and then 'go to 
your work in the unwavering confidence 'that He is never 'Perplexed; 
but that He knows what He wiH do. 

There are mothers here who have great problems. If the,re was 
ever a day when mothers and fattb.ers had fheir hands' .full, I think it 
must Ibe to-day. If Ithere 'ever 'Was a day when it was difficult to bring 
,children up in the nuture and admonition of the Lord, I thlink it must 
be to-day. It may be there a·re '&orne parents here who say, "I have 
come to fue ·end of everylthing." Praise the Lord! If you have, I 
want to tell you of One Who knows what to do next. He Himself 
knows What to do; and ,ilf you get His mind and directIon, and have 
a·ccess to His ,resourc~s, nothing shaH ,be ~mpoSosa:ble. 

III. 
Let us now see how !two men tried to answer His question. He 

propounded the question to P.hilip. I think Phmp was a mathema
tidan. I think 'he would have made a Professor of Mathematics; he 
was great at figures. I suppose if he were living in a: modern church 
they would malke him Chairman 9f 'the Finance Committee,~nd ruin 
the whole work. PhHip took his pencil and pruper-metaphorically, 
0'£ course,-and began to reckon things up. He !s'aid: "Let me see. 
How m'any are there here? Well, I should jud'ge-I should judge, 
possi.bly about five thousand. But, just a minute! Let me figure out. 
Two hundred pennyworth of bread mligl1t give ,them a !bite-just a 
l:ittle. No, I am not quite sure but that may !be an underestimate: 
'Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that 
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everyone of them may take a little.''' Then Mr. Philip, the Chair
man of the Finance Committee, would rise and say: "Breth~en, it 
can't be done. It simply can't be done." But, what do you know 
albout i't? "131m a man of finance. Two and two make four; and 
they never make five. I Ihave reckoned things up; and I tell you, 
brethren, it ,can't 'be done." But the -Lord requires it to be done. 
T'he Lord commands it. :The Lord says': "Go-Go-Go-keep on 
going." But -Chairman Philip -replies.: "Two hundred pennYlWorth 
of hread is not suffi·oient for them, that -everyone of them may 'take a 
1ittle. It cannot 'be done." T1ha.t is what most church F:inance Com
mittees are for: to tell the Church what cannot be done." But that 
word oU'~ht never to find any place in a Christian's vocabulary. I 
remind you that what God commands of you can always be done: you 
may not kinow how; but he does'. Many of us are ,crippled and im
poverished in our 5'ervice because of this haJbit of estimating possibili
ties. When the Lor·d 'commands you to do some:th'ing, get ,to work 
and do it; never mind whether you think you can do it or no.t. If He 
bids you walk on ·the walter, don't wait ,for a life-lbe1t~walk; beg,in 
at ,once. Never mind your mal1hemat-ics': there is an arithmetk of 
f.aith; trust Him. I had' to do with PhiLiJp for a long tilme. ltd'S the 
worst kin~ of bondage to have Philip for a church officer; he is 
enough to drive a man to despair. These men ,()If business, o'h dear !-
these "big" ,bU'siness men applying 'the principle!s of business to the 
Lord's work! y.et some prea'che-r ,gives ,an address on the a.pP'lkatioll 
of bus·ines!s' principles to re1i:gious work! Reli'gion in bU'siness, and 
business in reli~ion! And thinks ,to fla'tter some "business man." 
And then BhHip delivers an address, always, on that o'ccasion: '''Two 
hundred pennywQlrth of bread i'S not sufficient ,for them, that every 
one of them may take a little." If Brother DaV'is had had Philip as 
SupeTintendent of Yonge Street Mission, it would have !been ,bankrupt 
be·fore he ,~t it started. God's work is not done on ~e plan of Phil-ip's 
calculations. 

And, further, invariably thos'e people w1ho are 'so expert at !form
ing es~i:mates, never count on a good dinner. I wonder why P:hHip. 
while he was, at it, did nJO't try to estimate how much 'it would take to 
give themaH a ,good meal? \iVhy should he 'have limited it to "a, 
l·ittle"? He said: "It is quite out o.f the qu'estion to 'give them enough 

. 'to eat so that ·they wi'll be satisfied. We must ,~ive them the smallest 
kind of a lunch iii anything at alL We will ,estimate IOn that." And 
when /he had es·timalteid on that, he said: "Even that d's 'beyond us." 
Of course, i,t is beyond you. A little thing is alwayS' ,beyond the child 
of faith. God never require'S you to do a 'little thing: He oommands 
y.ou to do big things .. Weare to strengthen our stakes, and lengthen 
our 'col'1ds; we are 1:Joattempt 'great things for GOld, 'because we 'exped 
great things from God. Why do you estimate whaJt it wm cost to give 
everybody a little? T.hat is not how Je'sus did. He did not don'sider 
what it would cost to .give us a little salvation, to half save us; to 
make us ten per cent. Christi'anlS': He estimated O'n the cost 10£ a full 
salvation, that would destroy the works of the Devil, and conform men 
at last into the perfect image of Jesus Christ. And that is always His 
method. He does thin'gs thoroll'ghly, not by halves-"that every one 
of !them may take a little." . 

BUit there was ·another man who WaJS not on the Finance Commit-
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tee-Andrew, (Simon Peter's brother. He di,d not know anything 
about reckoning things up. He w'as just a simple, everylday, 'common
sense :believer. When he had found J es'Us, he did not know ,any 'betlter 
than to .go and br,ing his brother to :Chr~srt:. He said: "What is ,good 
for me must !be gOlod ·for p.eter, too. I must go and find him." 
. Andrew, Simon Peter's br·other, made no e's1limates; he did not 
pretend to ,understand. The problem waS' just as obaffling to him as 
it W!3.iS to . Philip. "But," he. said i'n ·his heart, "I wiH teU the Lord 
what I can see on this subject." He ,came up, and he sa,id: "Ont 
there in the 'c1"owd there ,is ·a lad." Who else 'Would ever have thought 
~f mentioning a .lad ·for such a ·task? The ,millions of India, of China, 
of Afrka, of all the Islands of the Sea; the unchuTched mia,;s,se's, ,the 
Jnevangel-ized masses of this and other so-'Called Christianoounltries
how 'Shall we meet them? Iii: may :be God'-s way wiVllbe through a lad. 
Where is he? You lads! I am not talking to the grey-headed men 
this morning. It may Ibe there is a lad here sO'm'ewhere who can do 
more for the evangelimtion .of Toronto, ·or of :S/ome section of the 
foreign land, than any preacher who has ever preach~.d the gospel. We 
·shill be wi,se, dear friends, in opening our ·eyes for" the lads, and the 
lasses, too. They have resources which, in the hands of Christ, may 
be muLtiplied to meet the present need . 

.I have read a story of William Jay, the great prea'cher of Bath, 
who preached in one pulpit, I believe, for nearly sixty years-one of 
England's' greatest' pre3!che1"s. Bath ,is about twelve miles f.rom 
Br-istol, 'iny native dty. And there was an important church in Bath 
-I mean ,it had a lot of important ,people in it. It happened one day 
that they had not a preacher. They sent word to the college to send 
out one of the professors; and to send somebody who was equal to the 
important position. But ,they had only one of their youngest students 
left. He w~s just a lad in short t-l"Ousers; and he 'Wore a -li:ttle skull 
C3lp. The PrinoiJpa1 sa'id Ito him: "Will you go out to Bath and 
prea'Ch?" He said: "I w.ill do .the best I 'Can." And they sent him 
out. When th'e important deacons came Sunday .mornin'g and saw 
this boy in the vestry they looked at him; and then they drew aside 
and held a meeting to decide as to whether they should let the boy 
p-reach. They 'said: "W'hy, this ,is albsurd--<a perfectly absurd thing 
to send a hoy to an important chul'lch }joke this!" "Weli," sa·id some
!body, "What can we do? W'e have nobody here to preach. Iii: is the 
lad or nobody." And so, at last, led of the Spirit of God, these brethren 
decided to let the Iboy try. The I-ad went inrto th.e pulp,it. It wa-s a 
large -chu1"Ch ; and there was a ilarge congregation. And when it 'C3J1lle 
sermon time, he read for hi's text one of the verses of t~iSll:esson; arid 
he read it wetll, but very modestly: "AndTew, Simon Peter',s .brother, 
saith unto 'him, There is ·a lad there whi'ch hath five barley aoaves, and' 
two smaJ) fishes·" :-then stepped from his desk; and !looked over the 
great galleries, and over the great congregation, and :spread abroad 
his boyish hands, ·and· said :-"Ibut what are they among 'so many?" 
The Spirit of God ielll upon the cOiligregati'on; and tlhe ilad, touched 
by God the Holy Ghos.t~ preached as they thought they had never 
-heard an)"body else prea,ch. And they said: "We witl wait 'Until 
you 'have fin'ished your college course and C3lU you to be our pastor." 
As -soon as 'he was graduated from college they ,cal~ed him; and he 
never had any other ·church unti'l the. Lord caliled him home to ,glory. 

I 
\ 
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A lad with five barley loaves and two small fishes-but a lad with all 
his powers 'Consecrated to the serVlice of Jesus Christ, and laid at His 
feet; and thrOU!gh him God if,ed the mulltitude. . 

·Now, ,boys and girls, this is my mes1sage to you this morning. 
God wants you· in His great work. I am gl'ad that on that great ooca
'sion Plhilip was not the one God chose; nor was it Andrew; nor ~as 
it Peter; nor was it any of the apostles. But I see that boy :bemg 
'brought tqrough the crowd, with, perhaps, a basket on. 'his ·arm, and 
just saying : "Well, all that I have, you may have. There are only 
five barley ,loaves', and two smaU fislb.es; !hut y'ou are welcome to all 
that I have, i,f you can make any use of , it." And he 'hands it ,all over 
into the hand9-the magic-working, the multiplying hands of Jesus. 
"And he !Commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and itook 
the five loave's, and ·the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he 
1'J)lessed, and !brake, and gave :the 'loaves to Jhis -disciples"; and He 
kept on breaking ~t, and giving it ,to His discip~es. There seemed to 
be no end to it; and the five thousand had not "a little"-not Philip's 
"little," not just a little lunch; but all they could eat. "And they did 
a1Ll eat, and 'Were fi~led: 'and 191ey took up of the fr'3Jgments that re
mained twelve 'baskets full." 

And Jin these summer months, if we are ·going to rea'Ch the multi
tudes, I appeal to every lad here, and to every girl here, to every' 
young man ·and young woman, to every man and woman---llet us Ibring 
.our bariley iloaves; let us bring .our two fishes-I mean bring ,the ,best 
you 'have. Y Ott say: "I cannot do very muC'h. I 'Can only ten 'how I 
was saved." Do that-no matter what it is. Lay it raIl at tthe feet 
of the Lord Jesus; and He will be glorified as the multitudes are fed. 

It may be this word will come to somebody here who is not a 
Chrtis'tian. I 'Cannot remem1ber 'a day when I was not sure that God 
had called me to preach the gospel. I !believe any true .lJ)reaC'her, 
anybody who, has any message !from the Lord-is ordained a preacher 
hefore his Ibirth. Now, if there are. young men there this morning 
called to preach the gospel, .the Lord knows; and He knew it from 
the iDeginniing. A true minister comes ~nto the world with certain 
qualities that especialHy fit 'him for the work oif t!he ministry; qualities 
whi'C'h cannot possihly be acquired. Jt£ God has cailled you, you h;ave 
latent withi,n you the powers that will' :qlake )"Ou an effective mis
sionary, an effective preacher of the gospel. P.erhaps you Ib.,ave not 
yet surrendered to Christ; perhaps you are not yet a Christian; not
withstanding, ~n ,the purpose 'Of God, it may be, He 'has ordained you 
for that task. When He came to Ananias,and told him togo to 
Saul, Ananias said: "Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how 
mu'ch evil he )hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem. . .. But the 
Lord said untQ him, Go thy way: ·for he is a 'chosen vessel unto me, 
to bear my name :before the Gentiles, and kiings, and the cltildren o.f 
Israel; for I will shew him how .. great ,thinlgs he must suffer /for my 
name's sake." The Lord had 'called Saul to !be an aJPostle before he 
knew it--:-He had cailled him .from the 'beginning. 

. It may be ·t!here is somebody here this morning Who is going to 
he converted, who ~s going to yielld to the Lord J esuSi Christ; 'and 
the Lord is going to lay His hand upon him, and ,us'e hini to. feed a 
multitude of people. May the Lord help us to :respond to His 'callI 
Shall we ask for the Hdly Spirit's .ministry before I give the invlitation? 
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The publication of this paper as a missionary enterprise is made l10ssible by the gifts of 
members of ] ams Street Church and others, and is sent to subscrIbers by mail for $2.00 
(under cost) per year. If any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we shall be grateful for any thank-offering you may be able to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your prayers that the messa\[e of The Witness may be used b,. 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvatIon of souls,. and the exaltation Of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hope to add to our free list, from time to time. 
the names of ministers at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
THE DEVIL'S PEACE OFFENSIVE. 

Note:-This article, by .the Editor 0'£ this paper, was written for 
The Western Recorder, Louisville, Ky., and appeared in t·he issue Otf 
that paper of July 31st. It 'Was preced·ed iby Ithe following edi·torial 
note printed in black :type: 

The friendship of the Wolf for Little Red Riding Hood and the 
pacific invitation of the spider of nursery-tale fame to the fly should 
be enough to open the eyes of Evangelicals to the meaning of the 
"peace" propaganda of Modernism. The wolf's beast appetite for 
blood was as trustworthy a token of amity for Little Red Riding Hood, 
and the spider's record with those his web has enmeshed is as satis
factory a ground for amicable fly-visitation, as is the "peace offensive" 
of anti-supernatural philosophy a token of friendship for the super
naturalism of the Bible. Dr. Shields calls it rightly the devil's peace 
offensive. There is no more chance of a God-hououring "peace" 
between Bible Christians and M·odernism than there is of an amicable 
alliance between Satan and our blessed Lord. Dr. Shields' article is 
timely and needed.-Editorial Note. 

In Decem1ber, 1916, after two years of fearful car.nage, whioh he and his 
fellow war-lords had initiated, Ithe then German Kaiser launched his famous 
".peace offensive," when, in alleged consciousness of victory, he announced 
that he was ready to consider' terms o·f peace. 

There were not wanting a·t that time some pacifists in all t'he allied nations 
who were ready to credit ,the Kaiser with sincerity, and to advise a fav:ourable 
response to his overtures. Fortunately for the world, the statesmen of the 
allied nations had sufficient discernment utterly to reject his proposals. 

Disclosures made in ,the Reichstag in April, 1921, 'by the Chairman of tthe 
Committee of the Reichstag, appointed to Investigate tohe responsilbility for the 
origin and prolonga·tion of the World War, showed .that the unstated peace 
term!!', whiC:h were behind the Ka:iser's peace offensive, included the payment 
to Germany ;by France of an i,ndemllity of forty milliard -d'ollar.s; .by the United 
States, of thirty milliard dollars.; the surrender to Germany !by France ot 
L'ongwy 'and Briey-rich mineral distri·cts of the French frontier; and the 
surrender ·by Great Britai,n of the Island of Maltal 

There is a close analogy ,to this historic incident in the peace offensive in 
which the rationalistic hosts are now engaged. We are being told on all 
hands tthatt -it 1S wrong ·to cOtntend for the faith, ,to d·isturlb the peace of Zion; 
tthat the sword of controversy ·should be sheathed; that brethren should dwell 
together in unity. We recall a certain dis,tinguished musician of unusually 
even temperament, who remarked about ano,ther musacian of promitnence, 
that he had the faculty of putting e~rybody on the defensive; that he was 
continually doing something to disturb the peace of the circles in which he 
moved, and 't·hat he tthen forthwith a'ssumed a'lT injured air; -so that everyone 
who differed from him, found himself com.pelled ,to take up a defensive atti
tude. And that is the rationalistic trick. Rationalism has declared war upon 
every fundamental of the Christian faith; and when believers refuse to sur
render them, we are charged with disturbing the peace of Zion. 



I . . ') 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 9 

T·he peace offensive of Modernism is no more :sincere than that of the 
Kaiser. Were Fundamentalists to yield, the cond~,tions of peace behind their 
proposal would !be found to be the surrender of every principle of' super
natural religion. While the principles discussed in thios article ·apply in some 
measure to all evangelical bodies,. we propose "here to narr-ow our consider
ation o·f .tihem to .their appl'ication to Baptist affairs. 

Beyond question, the peace of Baptists everywhere is Ibeing d·i:sturbed. 
It is 'folly to close our eyes to the fact that everywhere a confliot, either 
openly or covertly, is 'being carried on. Who, then, are the aggressors? Who 
i·s respons'~ble fqr il:he war-clouds rolliatg up everywhere on ,the Baptist horizon? 
Will anyone contend that any Baptis.t -pastor was ever avowedly ordained, 
or any Baptist profes'sor appointed, or 'any Baptist ·dhurch .built, or any Baptist 
seminary or university estlllblioshed, .for the express pUIlpos'e of d,enyi.ng the 
inspira'tion of Scripture, the virgin birth and essential diety of Ghrist, the 
vicarious atonement, tlhe personal ret-urn of the Lord? Do we not .11 know 
that Baptist institutions' were established, Baptis-t m1inisters were ordained, 
and Baptist professors were appoil1'ted, to proclaim and ,teach and defend 
the very truths wh!idh Modernis·ts deny? 

Householders have a right to peaceful po.ssession, which is recognized in 
law. Nati'ons have the right of self-government, or, to employ a p'hrase much 
used a year or so ago, the right of "self-determination"; and 1!hat righl!: is now 
generally recognized in the courts of the world. To revert to the illustration 
used in the beginning of ,this article. For the s-ake of argument, one mig·ht 
admit ·that ,rhe German p'olitical 'system was superi'or to that of Belgium, or 
France, or Great Britain, or the U,n'~ted Stail:es. But if the na·tionals of those 
States preferred their own form of government, it was ,their right to retain it. 
And in defence of ,that right, il:he World War was ,foug-ht. 

Whalt if conservative EvangeLicals were all wrong in their conviction as 
to the unique, divine inspiration and ·conse'quent adequacy and finaHty of the 
Script-ures of the Old and New Testaments, as a rule df ,faith and practice? 
It cannot be den~ed ,that the principles for which Baptistt believers contend 
are, in many cases, written into· the trust deeds of our Baptist institutions. We 
ask only to 'be let alone i,n enjoyment of our ignorance, if it ·be ignorance. We 
recognize, of course, the right of radicals to enlighten us with their new 
knowledge, if they can,-but from without, and at their own expense. We 
shall give our witness against Unitarianism; but such Unitarians as build their 
own churches and establish and support their own college, we respect as 
honourable, if deluded, opponents. 

But w'hen doctrines subversive of the faith of Bap.tists, and d,estructive 01£ 
all principle9 w-hic!h ,Hap'fis-ts hold dear, a·re propagated 'by me,n calling them
selves Baptists, deriving their suppor't ,from Baptist funds, and under the aegis 
of Baptist institutions, we ins'~st thaot this ,course involve·s taking unlawful 
posession of -thalt which !belongs -to others. It is, a 'lcind 'of propaglllndism which 
i·s unethical and dishonouralble in the ·extreme. It is sheer religious burgla,ry, 
banditry, piracy: in a word, i,t .is, in e!,sence, a-bsolute lawlessness. 

Tlhose who pursue tlhat course cannot 'hope 11:0 retabn ev.en the respect of 
honourable men. The political advocates -of peace-at-any-price, thos,e who 
insis-t that war is always wrong, and that no dispute has ever been settled or 
c·an ever 'be settled by ,force,-c'ould they bUil: learn the alp'habet of correct 
thinking, were their mi,nds 'amena'ble to the most elemel1'ta.ry principles of 
logic, ,t-hey would know t-hat ·their so-called pacific principles are only anarchy 
disguised. 

THE RELIGIOUS PACIFISTS WHO 'CRY "PEACE, PEACE, WHEN 
THERE IS NO PEACE"; WHO PROTEST AGAINST OUlR DEFENCE 
AND MAINTENAN'CE OF OBJECTIVE STANDARDS OF BELIEF AND 
CONDUCT, ARE THE ADVOCATES-WE TRUST, FOR THE SAKE OF 
THEIR OWN MORAL INTEGRITY THAT THEY DO NOT SEE THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF THE PRINCIPLES THEY ADVOCATE,-ffiUT 
WHETHER OR NOT, SUCH RELIGIOUS PACIFISTS ARE THE AD
VOCATES OF A DISQUISED AGNOSTICItS'M IN BELIEF, AND LAW
LESSNESS IN CONDUCT. 

We turn now for a moment 'to a more positive treatment of this subject. 
LoyaLty to Jesus Christ as Dord r,equires ,that every Itrue 'bel.iever should 
contend for ,the faith which He hals revealed. It is well that· we should be 
loyal to our own Denomi.na¢ion, and to BaptiS¢ ,institultions, so long as' they' 
are worthy of tihe name they .bear. When Saul rejeoted the W'ord of the 
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Lord, and God took His Spirit from him because of his disobedience, the men 
of Israel "who had understanding of the Itimes", turned from Saul to David, 
and pledged their support to the Lord's Anointed\ and Baptists need to learn 
afresh to put loyalty to Christ before loyalty to the Baptist name, or to Bap
tist institutions, and before our personal friendships; and to be true to Him 
at all costs. Those who do so will find themselves compelled to fight when 
their Lord is misrepresented. 

Once more: .our attachment to I!he Pe1"lS0n of Christ will often compel us, 
in this confiict, to d·eal in persondities. Wherever it is possible to deal with 
principles apart from personalities, it is, of course, desirable. But unfortunately, 
error as' 'Well as truth finds its incarnations; so "that it 'is oHen impossible toO 
oppose the ·princi.ples of error without contending agaoinst the .persons !by whom 
such principles are advocated. We must not turn .back from the hattie ,because 
men of honour3!ble name, many .of whom we may have loved and laboured 
with, t;,tke the field in support of principles which are opposed to the Chris!ia!l 
faith. We have learned that those who attack the supernaturalness of Christi· 
anity, ultimately aim their 'shafts at the Person of Christ. And whoever takes 
that 'position, should be deal with unsparingly, no matter how diistinguished his 
former services to Baptist interests may have ,been. When the Persoll of 
Christ is attacked, His loyal followe,rs will' 110t spa.re the persons who attack 
Him. 

Obedience to every precept and example of Scri,pture, both an the Old' and 
New Testaments, requires that we should ,be militant Christians. The Acts of 
the ,A,postles record ,the triumphs, not of a pacifist, 'bu,t of a mi!.itant church: 
"The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violen,t take it by force." 
Ind'eed, the greater part of the New Testament was 'b'onn in controversy, and 
was wrJ'tten for the purpose of oppo·sing er.ror. 

The lessons of history should teach us the folly of assuming a pac,ific atti· . 
tude toward that which is contrary to the Word of God. The history of the 
Reformation shows that God's truth is prospered Iby souls who val,iantly con
tend for the faith. Most.of the great spiritual movements of history originated 
in a protest against erroneous teaohing and liviug. 

A moment's reflection also should be sufficient to conVoince us that a true 
love for the souls of men will make soldiers of us all. If .one should extinguish 
a light set to warn mariners from a rocky coast; or change the railway sema
phore set to guide the engineer who has hundreds of lives in his keeping; or 
remove the pi os on la'bel from the 'bottle containing some ,n'oxious ·drug and put 
it within the reach of little children-the man, I say, who would do any of 
these things would merit the vengeance o.f the law. We ar,e 110t afra,id as we are 
not ashamed of the gospel. We do not ,fear that the Bible will' ;be destroyed; 
but we are concerned for the generations of men who are 'being led astray by 
the darkening of the Light of Truth to follow the false lights of the DeV'iI's 
w.reckers. Those who know the .gospel to be the only means of 'salvation must 
fi·ght against every attempt to substitute for it that which has no sav,ing power. 

,Our own .spiritual health, too, demands that we t~e a firm stand on this 
issue. In view of one's own convic·tions of truth, how can one hold a good 
conscience while he sur,renders the faith? THOSE WHO REMAIN NEU
TRAL IN THE FACE OF THE TREMENDOUS WAR THAT IS NOW 
UPON US, WILL INCUR THE CON,DEMNATION WHICH MUST 
FALL UPON THE LUKEWARMNESS OF LAODICEA. IT IS DIF
F.I!=ULT TO UNDERSTAND HOW A MINISTER OF 'CHRIST CAN 
RETAIN EVEN HIS SELF RESPECT WHILE ASSUMING A NEUTRAL 
ATTITUDE IN THIS WAR BETWEEN NATURALISM AND SUPER
NATURALISM IN RELIGION. 

To yield to the Dev,il's peace offensiv·e would mean that every semoinary in 
the country in a short time would be 'filled with infidel ,professors, who would 
produce a generation of unbelievers like themselves; until, in a few year's there 
would be scarcely a .pulpit in the land in which the gospel .of the grace ~f God 
could find a voice. But what df we ·fight? 

What if we .stand without compromise against the hosts of un,belief? Is 
there a.ny hope thaot we can stem the ·tide? Many a church on this Continent 
has already proved to be a fortress liike that of Verdun against whiC'h the 
waves of Modernism have beaten in vain. God still honours those who honour 
Him; and . the gospel of Jesus Christ will still proV'e to .be "the 
power of God unto ,salvation," when ilt is fai·thfully and fearlessly proclaimed' 
and where God answers illy fire, He w.ill be wor'Soh'ipped as God. ' 
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The Second Week of the Norris Campaign 
During the fir~t week o·f Dr. Norris' meetings great spiritual blessing wal 

experienced by large numibers of people: during tJhis week the emphasis in 
every message was upon personal evangelism. The ·second week 'began Sun
day morning with a crowded church, some /being Iturned away. The sermon 
was- on "The Second Coming 00£ Christ"-a sermon wlhich, ·from beginning to 
end, ·s·howed the pra.ctical value of the doctrine Qlf ,the "blessed hope". The 
service was an Ihour in the heavenly places. At i,ts conclusion a number came 
forward-some see'king salvation, and some confessing their faith and applying 
for baptism. 

Sunday night the great auditorium of M'assey Hall was packed to capa
city. numbers' ,being turned away for 'want of room. Dr. No·rris told the 
thrilling story of Ithe great victory God had· given in his own church ·in Fort 
W·orth. Parts of the story reminded us of our own ·experience in Jarvis St., 
so that we were enabled to rejoice in the ihope of still greater bless.ings in 
prospect. At the close o·f tthe service about twenty-five made confession of 
their fai·th. 

At the time of going to press we have had six week-ciay me'etings th!is 
week, in each of w:hich ,there has been evidenced a deepening interest and a 
growing entJhusiasm. At 'the evening meetings the great auditorium has been 
praotic3llly filled, so ,that it looks as though we should 'be -overcrowd·ed befo·re 
the week ends. The afternoon services have shown a largely increased attend
ance, wlhile the responses to the invi·tation each evening have shown 
the ·same tendency. lit is abundantly evident tJhat the ,tide is coming in; and 
that still greater blessings are in store. The three addresses on Roman Catho
licism thus far given, have been clear expositions ()/f the fundamental prin
ciples of Protestantism; and are 'bound to result i,n large spiriltual blessing. 
Dr. Norris is a great and powerful preacher of ·Vhe ·old-lfashioned gospel: 
every sermon has in it the essence of the saving message, so that each -service 
leaves men wi1Jhou-t excuse Ibefore God. 

Each evening of this week Dr. Norris is conducting cOlliferences for Sun
day School worker·s. These have been largely attended, and tthe practical 
addresses "from one of the greatest Sunday School experts in the world, are 
certain to ,bear fruii-not on.ly in the !Work of our OWIll school, but in many 
other schools represented /by the wor-kers attending. 

Att last Sunday's services at lea·st five thousand must Ihave heard Dr. 
N orris preach. In view of the fact that some churches in Toronto are closed, 
and others have dispensed with their evening service, and that the churches 
as a whole are but poorly attended during the summer t,ime, .the five thou'sand 
attending the services of Jarvis Sreet, in ·the church and Massey' Hall, last Sun
day, jn ·the middle of sUllllmer, are an ind'ication of deep religious .interest. We 
beg a continued interest in the prayers of our readers for this great work. 

Wednesday evening, August 13th, twelve believers were baptized, seven· 
women and five men, in the presence of a g,reat congregation. Baptism wiH be 
adminis:te·red again Friday e·vening. All 'baptisllla-l service's will be on week 
evenings during August. 

The Week Beginning Sunday, August 17th. 
On Sunday Dr. Norris will p.reach in the church in the morning and in 

Massey Han in the even'ing. The evening subject will be, "The Doom of the 
Papacy as' Prophesied in Scriopfure". Week days Dr. Nor·ris wiH ·speak at 3 
and 8 o'clock. 

THE WHOLE BIBLE SUN·DA Y SCHOOL LESSON COURSE. 
LESSON LXVII. AUGUST 24th, 1924. 

ABSALOM'S REBELLION-II Samuel, 15-19. 

We study the Bible to greatest profit as we fi,nd Christ in its pages. Im
portant as these chapters are when regarded as history, they are still more 
useful when in1terpreted as a prophecy, and as a pictorial representation of the 
"truth as it is in ·Christ". We suggest two main lines of study, namely: David 
as a type 00£ Christ. and Absalom as an iIlus-tration of "the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience". Subordinate Ito that, David may 
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be represented a-s an example of what it means- to trust God absolutely, and, 
therefore, an example to be ,followed; while Absalom may be looked upon as 
an example always to ;be shu-nned. 

I. David's Day of Humiliation. 
(1). In chapter 15 -he is opposed by a oSubtle enemy, who seeks his throne. 

So fhere have always been an'1:i-christs in the world, because .behind them an 
there is the anti-'Christ., tlhe source of aLl evil, andi the inspirer of all oppositi-on
to tile Lord's Anoi.nted. (2). In this day of trial David was forsaken by many 
who had professed to he his friend-so This condition was prophesied by our 
Lord Himself: "When tribulation and persecution arisel1:h because of the 
word, by and by he is offended." This was tragically illustrated during the 
Lord's earthly ministry, when all his- -disciples forsook Him and fled. (3). 
David was drive,n from -his city, and "went up hy ·the ascent -of Mount Olivet, 
and wept as he went up". Thus our Lord ascended later; and many followed 
Him, weeping. Our Davi9, however, wenit farther than Olivet-even all the -
way to Golgotha and to the cross. (4). David was cursed 'by Shimei (Ch. 16: 
5-14). So do men presume upon the day o.f grace, and cur-se Him VVho has 
power to destroy both soul and ibody. (5). No·twithstanrdinrg. David was served 
by many -of t-he faithful; even in the darkest hour Husrhai remained his -friend. 
So also did Barzillai and others (ch. 17: 27-29). So God always has the seve-n 
thou-sand ·who do nolt !bow the knee to Baa.!. 

II. Absalom As An Illustration of the Devil. 
- (1). He was ambitious to reign in David's s-tead. In this connection the 

story of the temptation of Ghrist is instructive. (2). Albsalom was art-tractive 
in appearance. The Devil appear-s. as an angel of light. (3). A most subtle 
strategis-t, he intercepted people as they came ,to Ithe king for judgment. This 
is the Devil's practice always. (4). Most religious in his: profession, he was 
going to Hebron to serve the Lord. The wor-st of all 'devils is -the religious 
devil. (5). With it all, Absalom was but a deceiver, who lived only for his 
own in'terests. So, too, the Devil is a robber, and a murderer, and through it 
all a liar and the father of it. 

III. David's Day of Triumph. 
(1). At last his enemies were subdued, and Abs-alom himself wa-s saain. 

So mus.t all tJhe enemies of Chri-st be sea-titered, and the Devil himself cast 
into -the bottomless pit. (2). Yet David's grief at ibis enemy's fall is illustra
tive of the truth of t-he Scri-pture- that God willel1:h not the death of !the sinner. 
(3). The hearts of the people were melted, and they vied' with each 'other in 
their efforts to 'bring t-he -king 'back again. So our David has- power over the 
hearts of men; and at His pleasure moves them -to choose Him for their King. 
(4). There was a typical and representative case of one wtho mourned the 
king'-s a'bsence, and comforted himself with the blessed hope of his coming 
back again. In ,this connecrtion read Second Samuel, 9th chapter, and 19th 
chapter, 24 and 30. -(5). On his re-turn, fhe king rewarded those who ,had been 
faithful to him (ch. 19: 31-43.) 

IV. Absalom As a Prophecy of the Overthrow of All Evil. 
We cannot follow it i,n detail, but the judgment which overtook Absalom 

and the annihilation of adl his !hopes to reign in David's stead; amd all the 
details of his rebellion with its ultimate .tragic end, illustra-te those prophe
cies ()If Scripture which predict the chaining of the dragon, and the ultimate 
triumph of the Lord's Anointed. 

V. The Examples Which the Lesson Supplies. 
(1). David's patient trust in -God in the .face of all adversity, hi·s refusal 

to an-ticipa-te -the divine judgment, his grief over a ,fallen foe, his remem
brance of his friends when prosperity returned to Ihim-arll these -things are 
use'ful as examples to those who would be men and women after God'oS own 
heart. Also, tJhe conduct of Hushai, Barzillai, Methibosheth, and othe-rs, is 
full of tea-ching in this regard. (2). Absalom's ambi,tion, and the disaster whiclh 
overtook him, is -a warruing of the folly of orpposing the will of God. The 
general corruption of Israel's life as a result of Absalom's -boundless ambition. 
illuSltrates t-he great truth that one sinner destroyeth much trutih. 


