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~bt Jarbts ~tr.ttt ~ulpit 
A POOR GIRL'S ROMANCE .. 

A Sermon by the Pastor. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Church, T~ronto, Sunday Evening, July 6th, 1924. 
(Stenographicdly reported.) 

"And the king loved Esther above aU the women, and she obtained grace and 
favour in his sigbt more than all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon 
her head and made her itueen."-Esther 2: 17. 

m HE book of Esther, as you know, is remarkable for ,the fast 

T that. the name of God does not once appear in its pages. 
And yet it is impossi:ble for one to read it with an enlight-

. ened understanding, without seeing God everywhere. It 
is a story of God incognito .. God.is often preserit in human 

lives when He is not recogn~zed. God's hand is .shaping the course, 
and directing .the steps of His chosen ev:en when they do· not know 
Him. 'And as .you read this entr-ancing story of the fortunes of a poor. 
girl and of her relation to a great multitude of ,captives and observe h.ow 
marvellously God wrought in thei!· experi·ence, you will see that this 
book of Esther forms a very necessary link in the chain of. the divine 
purpose, which runs all through this Book from the beginning to the 
end, of making known the divine plan of redemption. I nave fre
quently called your attention to the fact that the Old Testament 
abounds· with illustrations of .gospel truth; 'and the book of Esther is 
no exception t6 that general rule. He must be blind indeed, who can
not see herein a close analogy to that great prophetic utterance w.hich 
we read for our lesson this evening: "My heart is inditing a good 
matter: I speak of the things w'hich I have made touching the king: 
my tongue is the pen of a ready writer." . 
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The story of Esther's humble origin; the priV'ation and almost 
destitution of her early years; the remarkaJble way in which God led 
her and gave her a place in the affections of the king, and ultimately 
brought her to the throne, and made her, through her intercessory 
mfnistry, the saviour of her people, is full of spiritual suggestiveness. 
M arty times in the New· Testament ·the relationship of the believer to 
.Christ is likened to the marriage relation: "Christ loved the church, 
and gave 'himself for it." "The kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
certain king, which made a marriage for his son." Jesus, while intro
duced by John the Baptist as "the Lamb of God," was also described 
by that same prophet as "the Bridegroom"; and himself as one who 
stood by as a friend of the Bridegroom, and rejoiced to hear His voice. 
In one of His matchless par~bles, our Lord also predicted a day when 
the cry should go forth, "Behold, the bridegroom cometh." And in 
the last book of· the Bible a day is predicted when it shall be 

• said: "The marriage. of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 
herself ready." Thus I venttire to take this' a~cient story, to illus
trate the great pl1inciples of redemption; and to find in the romance of 
this poor girl's life an illustration of how t.he King of kings sets His 
affection upon the poorest of the. poor, and lifts him up, to share with 
Himself the throne and the glory which He had with the Father before 
the world was. 

I. 
To 'begin, then, Esther Was a Very Poor Girl. We do not know 

very much about her earIiest years, except that eady in life she was 
orphaned: "S.he nad neither father nor.mother." She was adopted by 
her cousin, Mordecai, apparent'y a man much older than she; of whom 
it is ·said that he "brought up Ha.dassah," for that was her mi.me first 

. of all. And yet this poor, pea~ant, Jewish gid 'beoame, at last, the 
consort of the mig-htiest monarch of his time. It is worth while study
ing the hand of God in that >interesting story. 

It is thus, dear friends, the gospel story runs: Not only ~pon the 
rich and the great; not upon those exalted to high positions; not upon 
those who have a lofty estimate of their own worth has our Lord set 
His heart's affection. "The poor have the gospel preached to them"; 
and Jesus pronounced a speci'al benediction upon such as are "poor in 
spirit: for," He said, "theirs is the kingdom of heaven." And only as 
we come to recognize our spiritual poverty is it possible for us ever to 
become rich. We read of some of whom.it is said: "Thou sayest, I am 
rich, and increased with g-oods, and have need' of nothing; and know est 
not that thou art wretched, ,and misera'ble, and poor, and blind. and 
naked." They do not know the extent, the depth, of their own moral 
and spiritual poverty. I bring you this message this evening-to the 
most depressed spirit here, to the one who .is humblest in his own esti
mation, to the one with whom all the plans of life have gone awry 
against whom all the currents of life seem to be set, Who, conscious of 
evil within and of foes without, has no hope of any kind of spiri'tual 
adV1ancement-I say to you is the wondrous gospel story sent that 
from among such the· King of kings is pleased to choose His Bride. I 
pray tha~ w.e may aU fe~J olJ,r poY~rty this evening, for we are poor if 
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only we knew it; we are without means to pay our debt; we are with- . 
, out ability properly' to clothe ourselves to appear in the King's pres
ence-we are, indeed, in our natural state, in a condition of maral and 
spiritual destitution, and in urgent need of the bounty, of the wealth af 
some One to lift us from our low estate, arid to bring us to a pasiti~n 
of spiritual affluence a~d power. . '. 

This peasant girl belonged to a captive race. She was far from 
home. She was found by the king in a far country; s'he had been 
carried, away with others of her family and her friends. The story 
relates to the history of the captive Jews, who were not anly person
ally bankrupt, 'but they were racirally so. Their kingdam had been 
destroyed. Their king had been carried away, bound with fetters of 
brass. They had no habitation on earth that they could call their awn. 
They were·really a nation of slaves; but it was from among such this 
mighty king' was pleased to select one upon whose braw he placed, at ' 
last, the royal crown. 

And that is anaiogous to our natural stat~; for men, by nature, are 
led captive by the Devil at his will. I know that it is popular to-day 
to magnify human nature-to declar'e that we are all kings; that we 
are all captains of our soul, and masters of our fate-and yet there is 
not one ,here this evening who is not aware that such llberty as he' 
enjoys is subject to very clearly defined limitations. And there is not 
one of us who has not had to exclaim-whether in so many words it, 
does not matter-who has n'ot at least felt that disability which the 
A postle Paul expressed when he said: "0 wretched man that I am 1 
who . shall deliver me from the body of this death?" Poor and blind 
and naked, and captives ,into. the bar~ain, are we all! Yet, from among 
th,e prisoners, from those who wear fetters instead of bracelets, from 
those who have a felon's chain about their feet instead of a gold chain 
about their neck-from among such does our Lord Jesus choose His 
Brid,e. Is there anyone here this ,evening who has a secret shared 
with no one else? Is .there one here who :is conscious af disappaint
ment and disillusionment; and who has become the victim, almast, of ' 
despair-not unsuccessful as men rate success; but living, perhaps, 
in a good house, an'd moving in a cirde of respectable society; passing 
among men as one who is getting a fair measure af enjoyment out 
of life's estate; and yet at the heart profoundly conscious of disappoint
ment, that something is missing? I think it was Brother Fraser who. ' 
told me of meeting in Alexandria a lady who was accustomed to invite 
all the soldiers she saw to her house. He accepted her invitation, and 
he happened to come there at a time when a party was in progress. 
Because of a testimony for Christ he had given, she took this soldier
guest aside, and acknowledged that, with all her material prosperity, 
she had utterly missed the. secret of real joy; that something was lack
ing, and she was poor and captive, notwithstanding all. Now,I bring 
you a message from the Lord this evening, to assure you that it is 
upon such the love of His heart is set. 

II. 
Then this second observation: Esther was Selected and Br9ught 

Into the House of the Chamberlain to be Prepared for Introduction to 
. the King.. Her cousin, the only friend she had in the world, was a 
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poor man. He" had no means wherewith to clothe h~r in 'purple and 
fine linen. He was ut'terly unable to fi.,t her for the royal presence. 
But, according to the king's commandment, she was brought into the 
house of the chamberlain, where everything was provided for her: the 

. o,il of myrrh, and the sweet odours, and the splendid vestments such as 
I read of to-night-"Her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be 
brought unto the king in raiment of needlework." . All this was pro
,~ided for her; and seven maidens out of the king's household to wait 
upon her hand and foot. She had no less than seven ladies' maids to" 
look after her, to anticipate her every want, and thus fully to prepare 
her that she might come unabashed into the royal presence. 

I rejoice that the gospel of God's grace not only calls U:il out of our 
poverty: it meets us in our poverty. There are young people here 
who have their secrets; and I dare say tha't last June, or some other 
time in thes·e happy summer months, would have marked a wedding 
but for one thing: You had not money enough to get married-the 
"green trunk," or whatever ~t is, was not sufficiently furnished, and the 
house was not prepared. Would it not 'be a great thing to have some
body do all that for you? I should be very popular if, at the close of 
this servi'ce, I were able to announce that I knew somebody who could 
and would make all necessary preparations for the wedding. But here 
is a wonderful sfory! Poor as she was, without money or equipment, 
without any furnishing, when Esther was selected, if she had said: "I 
am not fit to enter into the king's presence; I have no clothes fit to 
'vear; I should be ashamed before him," the answer would have been: 
"Ali is provided for you. Here is a place where the most elaborate 
wardrobe is prepared, and everything requisite to your adornment is 
awaiting your appropriation. You may therefore come and stand un
abashed in the presence of the king, everything is provided for yoti. 
You may come, bringing nothing in your hand-uttedy destitute: for' 
all is ready for you." And that is the gospel story: the Lord meets us 
in our poverty. There may be somebody her·e this evening who says, 
"I do not need so much a change of clothes as a change of mind.' J 
cannot come to Him because I fear I have not true repentance." 
Quite so; and it is necessary that we shou·ld repent in order to coine 
to Him; but "Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be, a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentanoe to Israel, and forgiveness· of 
sins." He has been exalted to give repentance; and, if you have not 
repentance, and want repentance-if you want a change of mind, if 
you desire to 'be brought into harmony with God--:.you have. but to 
cry to Him; and out of the house of His Chamberlain He will provide 
you with such changes as will fit you to come where He is. Or 
perhaps another one says: ""Vell, sir, I have no faith. I hear you 
preachers say, 'believe! believe! believe !'-but I cannot belie:ve. I 
wish I had faith. How can I get faith? 'Without faith it is impos
sible to please God'." I know that that is true; but He will give you 
faith. "Faith is the gift of God." What is faith? It is the answer 
of an enlightened soul to God's revelation of Himself. "If you are to 
have fa}th, then God must needs reveal Himself more clearly ;'because 
faith is the natural response of a quickened soul to a full-orbed revela
tion of God in Christ. YOll cannot trust one you do not know. You 
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cannot believ~ one of whose 'faithfulness YOtt have had no experience. 
You cannot believe God without k'nowing Who God' is. You cannot. 
believe Jesus to be a Saviour without a revelation from Him that He is 
a Saviour. And if you have not faith, He will give you faith if you 
want it. "Lord, I believe," sai.d one. He had bU~ an infinitesimal 
fraction of faith; bilt he said, "Lord, I helieve; help thou mine un·" 
belief." . ~.' . 

T heard Dr. Jowett, when'speaking of the crowd gathered about 
Jestts: and of the woman who had spent all her living upon many 
physicians, and was 'nothing better, but rather gr~w worse; of how 
she pushed her. way through the crowd and touched the hem of His 
garment, exhort his hearers, saying: "Now touch Him! touch Him! 
touch Hi_m!" "But," he said, "somebody may say, 'I don't know how 
to touch Him'." "Then," said the great preacher, "tell Him you don't 
"know how, for that will touch Him!"· And Dr. Jowett was right. 
TellHim you cannot believe; and He will help you; He will give you 
faith. 

"Oh, but, sir," says another, "I could not co~e to Christ unless I 
were ro'bed other than I am. I could not stand before Him in my own 
righteousness." That is unquestionably true; and I am glad you feel 
it to be so: but in the house of the King's Chamberlain there are wed
ding garments prepared, a:nd you may be arrayed with the garments 
of sa.lvation---'a wedding dress, if you please, all ready, and made ac-

- cording to the latest fashion, approved at Heaven's court; a garment 
which you can wear in the presence of angels and 'be unabashed. It 
is all in God's free gift to the soul upon whom I-lis love is set. 

"Ho! ye needy, come' and welcome; 
God's free bounty glorify; 

True belief, and true repentance, 
Every grace that brings us nigh, 

Without money, 
Come to Jesus Christ and buy. 

"Let not conscience make you linger, 
N or of fitness fondly dream; 

All the fitness He r.equireth 
. Is to feel your need of Him: 

This He gives you; 
'Tis the Spirit's rising beam." 

Then· E'sther came, and the text says: "The king loved Esther 
above all the women, and she obtained grace and favour in his sight." 
v.,That is salvation? Is it giving'up certain worldly pursuits, surren
dering certain forms of pleasure, putting one's self ion a strait jacket, 
submitting on~'s self to a long catalogue of "don'ts"? Is 'that what it 
means to be saved? What is salvation? ~ will tell you what it is:. 
It is a place in the heart of God! "The kingdom of heaven is like 
un.to a certain king, which made a marriage for his son." What is 
salvation? It is being married to God's well-'beloved Son. Are VOll 

afraid of that? Would anybody run away from that? Does that 
:nvolve the surrend~r of anything' th1>t i:-. of worth in Hie? Estbp.r 
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came and rejoiced in the discovery that she had found the first place 
in the heart of the king. "Christ loved the church, and gave himself 
for it." And I suppose that when she appeared before "",m, wi!th all 
the splendid robes o£.his own provision, brilliant with the jewels which 
were his own gift, adorned in a 'hundred particulars by the ministry o.f 
his own grace to her, a poor, ,peasant girl-I suppose that every gift 
he had bestowed upon her ,endeared her more and more to him, even 
as they endeared him to her. . ' 

Do you not see, dear friends, that our glorious. Bridegroom has 
not only loved us, but, His grace actually makes u.s "lovabIe, and ulti
mateiy makes us lovely? And surely that is a miracle of grace, for 
some of us to be made lovely. Oh, the wonder of it I-that our ugly 
dispositions can ,be clothed and made beautiful in His sight. One 
wonders. how some people could ever be proud of themselves if they 
had a mirror ·in their house. And I wonder now anybody can ever be 
proud of himself with this mirror of the Word before him, ~ecaU'se it 
perfectly reveals all our native ugliness. But, on the other han"d, it 
reveals the fullness of divine gr~ce that covers all our defects, and 
introduces us to the King in garments that are of wrought gold, made 
beautiful in raiment of the Spirit's needlework, so that as He looks 
upon us, He says: "Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee." 
And He will do that for everyone of us-blotting out all our sins, 
clothing us with the garments of salvation., ~nd giving us the first 
pla!=e in His heart: 

III. 
And I would have you specially observe this: '''He set the royal 

crQwn upon her head, and, made her queen." As all ,his courtiers, his 
nobles, and others stood about-before them all, he selected Esther, 
and said: "She shall share the throne with me"; he was not ashamed 
in the presence of all to crown her as his queen. Do you suppose s-he 
was ashamed to be crowned? It is a very wonderful thing to me 
.that the Lord Jesus is not ashamed to call us brethren ;. that He is not 
ashamed to be identified with us. When in a moment or two I gi,re an 
invitation to any of you who are not Christians to accept Christ, or 
to any of you who have not yet confessed Him, there will be some 
pen'haps, who will be almost ashamed to step out and walk down thes~ 
aisles for Christ.. But. if He is n'Ot 'ashamed to put the crown r:oyal 
upon our heads; If He IS not 'ashamed to confess us before His Father 
and His holy angels; if He is not ashamed to make room for us upon 
His throne, that we may share His glory and His power how dare we 
be as'hamed of Him? ' 

"Ashamed of Tesus I-sooner far 
Let evening blush to own a star; 
He sheds the beams of light divine 
O'er this benighted soul of mine. 

"Ashamed of Jesus I-just as soon 
Let midnight be ashamed of noon: 
'Tis midnight with my soul till He, 
.Bright M"T·nin2' Star,· bid darkness flee. 
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"Ashamed of Jesus I-Yes, I may 
W'h.en I've no guilt to wash away, 
No tear to wipe, no good to crave, 
No fears to quell, no soul to save. 

"Till then-nor is my boasting vain
Till then I boast a Saviour slain; 
And 0 may this my glory 'be, 
That Chris,t is not ashamed of me!" 

9 

And He is not ashamed to put the crown upon the brow of such 
as believe, and to say, "This is my beloved," even before the angels of 
glory. 

But I· must tell you this: The story says that, 'by Mordecai's 
injunctio.n, Esther had refrained from making known to the king her 
people and her kindred. She did not teB him that s'he was a Jew. 
She did not tell him ·that she 'belonged to a despised and captive and 
subject race. But as we come to our King, we ,do not need ~o tell
Him: He knows in advance whence we come, and all our history, and 
all that is in o~r hearts. 

Somewhere I have read the story of a southern lady who was 
engaged to the son of some. noble house in England-a worthy name, 
associated with vast estates. The time of the wedding was set. But 
when he came to see her on one occasion, he found that she had 
gathered all his presents; and she returned them to him, saying that 
she could accept none of them. Then she took the engagement ring 
from her hand, and gave that back to him also, and told him the mar
riage couId never take place. He asked for the reason, which she 
refused to disclose. He sought by every means to persuade her to 
divulge her secret; but she refused for a long time to give any reason 
for'her strange action. At last, however, when she.found that he wa:s 
unwilling to accept her refusal; and determined to 'carry out his pur
po!'\e-absolutely refusing to receive the ring or the pre!?ents, she said: 
"I am sure you wilt when I tell you my story." Then she told her 
story. A nurse in the family had kept the secret faithfully until she 
felt that ·all danger of the breaking of the engagement was past; for 
she loved her mistress as she loved nobody else on earth. But in a 
confidential ):Iloment, ~t last, the nurse had told ller that she knew 
that from several generations back there was in her veins a drop of 
blood of an inferior race, to which the nurse herself belonged; and the 
nurse told her, "W,hite as you are, you 'are kindred to me." When she 
knew that, she felt that honour required that she st\ould relieve her 
beloved of his ,obligation; a,nd so, with breaking heart and streaming 
eyes, she told him all her story. When she had finished, he sai.d in a 
tone of unconcern, "And is that all?" But she replied, "Surely that is 
enough to separate us forever!" "But," he s'aid, as he replaced the 
ring, "it is no news to me. I knew all that before I asked you to be 
mine." Ah, sometimes, as we. come into the light of His presence, 
and we' behold the beauty and the glory of His face, we dh~(')ver 
within ourselves such depths of depravity, such depths of unworthi
ness, as we had never guessed. And hear me! if you do not feel that, 
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you have not seen Jesus! I declare positive'ly that the man who 
knows Christ can never feel in this life 'thaJ1: he is perfect. But as we 

. come to see how unworthy we are, 'how far beneath Him, 'we are 
almost disposed to release Him from His engagement, and say, "Surely 
He could not have known what I am, or He never would have asked 
me to be His!" But my Lord Jesus knew it all, my friends. Blessed 
be His name forever! 

"He saw me ruined in the fall, 
Yet loved me notwithstanding all; 
He saved me from my lost estate; 
His loving-kindness, 0 how great!" 

What a blessing it is that there are 110 secrets' between ~s and 
our Lord! You cannot tell Him anything He does not know; and, in 
spite of alrthat we are, He loves us with an everlasting love, if, indeed, 
we are numbereq among those who believe. 

IV. 
This word and I am done: Esther Was Not Introduced to a Life 

of Idleness. This story does not read like the ordinary love story. 
Esther became queen; and then she learned that her people, despised 
as they were by the machinations of a wic~ed enemy, had been brought 
under the condemnation of a law,that could not be altered; and that 
they were all condemned, 'appointed unto death. And when !>hc 
learned that, .she was bidden by her cousin, Mordecai, to go in unto· 
the king and make supplication for her people. And you remember 
how she went unto the king, and made supplication, not divulging her 
secret, first of all. But as she came into the king's presence, he held 
out unto her the golden sceptre, and he said: "What is .thy petition, 
qu'een Esther? and it shall be grant~d thee: and what is thy reques.t? 
and it shalI be performed, even to the 'half of the kingdom." Thu;;· she 
was brought to the kingdom for such a time as this; she was there 
having the ear of the king, with power to move the arm of the king, in 
order to save a multitude of souls from death! What are you sa ved 
for, Christian?' Just that! "T·he whole world lieth in the wicked 
one.'.' Multitudes of men and women in this city are conditioned jU5t 
as you were,-"conrdemned already," withoult hope; the victims uf the 
hatred of a wicked Haman, a spiritual Haman, who is the enemv of 
the souls of men, just as Haman was the Jews' enemy; and he' has 
brought us all under the condemI1:ation of a law that altereth 110t 
But Esther prayed; and, in answer to her prayer, it was made possihle 
that all the people might be saved. 

When the posts went out" publishing the decree .signed by the 
king's signet ring, it is said:, "And Mordecai went out from, the'pres
ence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a grc;\t 
crown of gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple: and the 
city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. The Jews had light, and O'lad
ness, and joy, and honGur. And in every province, and in every""city 
whithersoever the king's commandment and his decree came the J e,~~ 

. had joy and 'gladness, a feast and a good day." And the' joy belIs 
rang throughout all the ~ersian empire because Esther was in the 

" , , 

I 
I 

) 
. 
) 

) , 
) 
> 

, . 
'" 
i 

~ . ~ 

j 



THE GOSPE.L WITNESS 11 

presence of the king making intercession for her people. Do you want 
Toronto to have "joy and gladness, a feast and a good day"? Do you 
want to fill thousands of hearts and homes with gladness? Then let 
us rejoice in our privileges as Christians, who are brought into tbe 
presence of God, and· permitt~d to make intercession for those who are 
still under condemnation! It is a glorious thing to be a Christian. I 
am not going to make any apology for asking you to accept Christ. 
Who would not be betrothed to such a Bridegroom as our. Lord Jesus 
is? Who would not share such a throne of power and glory as His? 
Who would ~ot wear the crown which His pierced hand is ready to 
give? Who would not rej<?ice in t~e privile~e of access to His,pres
ence and revel in the luxunes of HIs. redeemmg lov·e? . 

That is the 'salvation I offer you-no meagre bread-and-water 
existence; n9 mere ticket-of-leave salvation; no letting you out of the 
penitentiary with cropped head, and one suit of clothes, to be cast, 
with a ruirted reputation, upon. the tender mercies of a selfish worlp. 
No! Salvation consists in the blotting out of all our sins through the 
precious blood of Christ, the regeneration of the soul by the quicken
ing power of the Holy Ghost, the marriage by an indissoluble coven
ant to the King's Son, our glorious Lord J e'sus; admi5:sion to a joint 

. heirship with Him to all the wealth of the King of glory. The wounds 
of Jesus are'His answer to the question whether He will have you to 
be: His bride. 0 sinner, let thy soul but repent and trust Him 'by 
saying "I will" to the Holy Spirit's enquiry whether you will have 
Christ, and by .that answer you shall be married to the Son of God and 
saved for ever! 

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Last Sunday-Three were baptized Sunday evening. The first open air 
service of. -the season was held on the church grounds, where a large crowd 
assembled.' It was an inspiration to hea'r the grand old hymns of Zion sung 
in the open air. After a sermon 'by the Pastor, the service was closed with 
the singing of "Abide With Me." . . 

. The Week-evening Meetings-The pr·ayer r,oom d.own stairs was packed--' 
peop'le 'sitting out in the hallway and in' tlte primary room-lillst Thursday. 
Tuesday evening lecture of this week was held in the large lecture haH upstairs, 
whi.ch win pI'actically filled. Therefore, July notwithstanding, Tuesday and 
.Thursday meetings wi·ll be held in t'he lecture h'lLl"1. The spirit of prayer is upon 
the people and -there is "t~e sound of abundance o.f rain." 

The Gospel Witness Fund-lJast year the membership of the church was 
asked to subscribe to The Gl)spel Witness Fund a sufficient amount to under
write its publication, for the year. In their response the members' of the 
church proved fhemselves to he hilarious. givers. The su'bscriptions· will 
expire with the end of July. The Pastor ba:s again Illddressed a letter to the 
members, asking for a renew~l of these subscriptic;ms for an,other year. The 
postman is 'bringing him 'a large numbet.: of letters by every mail; and it is one. 
of ohis greatest 'delig'hts to open these letters and to mark the generou's 
response of the people. He is glad to report that the new members, who 
have joined the church since the last appeal was made, are proving themselves 
to be of the same gener,ous spirit as those who have 'been longer in our mem
bershiop. Beyond doubt, The Gospel Witness has made. for i-tse'1f a large 
pla.ce in the hearts of Jarvis Street people. . 

Next Sunday Evening-The monthly Communion Service which should 
properly be held on' the first Sunday in August will, on account of the special 
chamcter of the service on this evening, be held th"e la'st Sunday in July 
Fuller announcement will 'be made t'hrough the press. . . 
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The publicati0l?- of this P!ljler as a missionary en~erprise is made ~ssible b:r the cilt. of 
members of Jarvis Street Church and other .. and IS sent to subscnbers b:r mail for $2.00 
(under cost) per :rear. If anl" of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing 
we shall be grateful for any thank-offering you ma:r be able to send to The Witne .. Fund at 
an:r time; al!d. especially for :rour prayers !hat the messa,ee of The Witness may be used by 
the .Hol:r Splnt for the defel?-ce of tile Faith, the salvation of souls, and the exhaltation .f 
Clans!. A. our funds make It possible, we hope to add to our free list, from time to time 
the name. of miniBten at home and mi •• ionaneB abroad. ' 

EDITORIAL 
. . THE SPEECH OF ASHDOD . 

"In .those days also sa~ I Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, of 
Ammon, and of M·oab: and their c'hildren spake half in the s.peech of Ashdod 
and could not speak in the Jews' 'language, but according to the language of 
each ~eople." This. interes.ting passage is .found in the 'thir.teenth c'hapter of 
Nehemiah. the twenty-third and twenty-founth verses. I<t tells 'the story 'of 
the influence of two peoples; and of certain children whose speech was a 
mixture o'f two languilges, so tlhat it was difficult for a stranger to know 
whErther they were Jews or Philistines: their speech. was neither one thing nor 
the other, so that anyone might be excused for being unable to identify their 
~~.~ " 

These verses illustrate. a situation w'hicth obtai.ns in the theological world 
to-day. Simple evangelical 'believers, who believe 't·he Bible to be the Word of 
God, who accept its teachings, and frankly witness t,o Hs .truths, are often 
perplexed by .the ambiguity of the language employed by many who caB them
selves evangelical Christians. And when an old-fashiOoned 'believer asks one' of 
tthese gentlemen of dou'ble speec'h to be good enough ,to explain himself, and 
.to teH us 'frankly whether 'he ,comes from Ashdod or Jerusalem, he immedi
'ately charges us with being unjustly and unnecessarily suspicious. Our' mod
ern·ist friends demand that we produce proo,f o'f ,their Modernism. We admit 
that i.t ·is sometimes difficuh to find a statement in clear and unequivocal terms 
by w.hich some such ,teac'hers can be proved to have departed from ;tihe faith. 
Our Modernist fr.iends then insist that the burden of pr,oof rests wi~h those 
who charge -them with a want of loyalty to ,the ,trullh. On the face of ilt, their 
contention ,is plausible enough. We have sometimes seen in the papers an 
account of soine offence diS'covered by the police, when it has been said that 
the police found difficulty in p'lacing the responsibi.lity for .the crime. And 

. then we are told tha't a certain pers·on has been ,detained as a "material witness". 
Generally speaking, in such cases· the facts are,. that while the police are 
unable at :the moment to name rhe offender, ,the' so-called "materi-al witness" 
is equally unable to give a sa!tisfac'tory' account of 'himself -and his movements. 

We are disposed to ask our modernist frJends Why they do not use the 
. Jews' language; and why in their books and their public addresses thei·r speech 

should be half of Ashdo~. I,t is, of course, just that .everyone should be 
regarded as innocent until he. is.proved guilty. But when· people spea'k 'half in 
the speech ,of As'hdod, there 1S In that fact a strong presumption that they are 
not wholly wi.thout some as·soc·iation with Philistia. Is· it unreasonab1e, not 
on,ly .to expect, 'but to demand,' that one who assumes the ,position of a 
religious teac~er should ex,?ress himself in clear ~n4 unmiSitaka:ble language? 
Surely 'lIhere IS a du~y re.stln.g upo~ every true dISCIple 'of Chn9t ~o ma'k;e a 
. clear confession of hIS falt'h In Ohns,t'I Every regenerat~d person IS reqwred 
to be a witness for Christ. There is certainly no necessity for such an one's 
using a mixed langua'ge, having in it somewhat of the JerusaJem' dialect, with 
an accent suggestive of the' speech of Ashd·od. And if such obligation rests 
upon Chris·tians in general, !how muc·h more is it t'he duty of Christian 
preachers and teachers to .learn ,to speak pla,inlyl One of the first requirements 
of a bishop or pastor is that we should ·be "apt to teach". But how is it 
possible f·or one really to teach who is unable to make himself clearly. under
stood? It should .nat be difficu1t for a man, even in a few sentences, clearly 
to Bute whether he believes ,the Bible ·to ,be the Word of GOod or not. The 
English ~-an'luage is sufficiently rich to eDable a ma'D, wit'hoUJt the slilllhtelt 
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ambiguity, to declare in a few words his view of "the virg,in birth, the Deity of 
Christ, His vicarious a,tonement, His resurrection, and asce,nsion, and His 
-coming again. If, in the discussion of these great questions, men choose to 
use ,the language of Philistia, t'hey 'have no right to feel agg,rieved if one should 
doubt their loyalty ,to JerUSa'lem. It is not difficult Ito differentiate ,between a 
Creationist·and an Evolutionist; a Creationist uses the Jews' language; but an 
Evolutionist speaks half in the speech of Ashdod. 

We enter a plea for a little more outspokenness. "We having the same 
'spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I 
spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak." Meanwhile, we do well to 
study Ne'hemia'h's examp'le wi-th respect to those whose language was a con
glomeration of 'the dialects of Ashdod and Jerusalem. He says, "I contended 
with Ithem." There is, indeed, ail urgent necessity for our contending, not 
only for the "fa~'t'h once for al1.deolivered to the saints," but for a pure language 
by w,hic'h that faith may be expressed. One thing is certain: 'uhe rebuilding of 
Jerusalem can never safely be entrusted ·to the 'hands of those who cannot 
speak in the Jews' langu.age, but whose speech is half of Ashdod. 

THE ETHICS OF THE PUBLICATION BOARD. 
In our is'sue of J·une 19th, we ,puhlished· a letter dated June &th, which we 

hail Mnt to the Eddtor of The Oanaaian Baptist, r~new<ing our request ,for the 
publication of the ,letters' which passed Ibetween tf;the Chancellor o·f McMalrter 
University and the Ed-itor of ,tMs paper, last Novemlber. We also puiblished the 
reply of the Editor of The Oanaaian Baptist, in which he saId! he was wai.tln·g 
for the return of ,the Ohairman of the Publication Board, w·hen a meeting of 
the Board. WIO'1lld be held', and our request would !be suibmitted. We have just' 
received the foUowIng cominunicaltion: 

July !».h, 1924. 
Rev. Dr. Shdelds, o 

Toronto; Onto . 
Dear Dr. Sh-ields: 

Relferring again to your letter of June 6: 
Att a recent meeting of the Pu,blication BOllll'd, II placed ,be·fore the memo 

. bers of that Boar.d your request bo 'have certain matter issued ,last Novem· 
ber and published in various papers at that Hme, inserted ,in the "OanaaCan 
Baptist" now. The Board unanimously agreed that n'O good pur,pose would 
Ibe served by puibUshing this matter. 

. Yours Blincerely, 
THE CANAIDIAN BAPTIST, 

(Signed) L. F. Ki,pp, 
·Editor and Manager. 

From some points 'Of view, ,the actions, 'both of the Editor of The Oanadi4tl 
Baptist and the Pu'bUcation Board, are as am.using as any comic strtp pu:b
Ushed in any pa.per on the Contbinent. Their united e1'fol'lts can no more Iitop 
the flow of truth, nor ,prevent the Denomin8ltJion tfrOll1l learning the facta, than 
a. Hbtle boy could dam Ib.ack the waters 'Of Niagara with iMs toy spade '8.D.d pail. 
They are a 1I.ne example of the principle of the w~se ·man's oIbservation: "Be: 
came sentence 'lligainst an evil wonk is not execuJted speedily, therefore the 
heart ~ the sons otf men ,is 'fuilly set in them to ,do ewl." 

But .from another point of view, the attitude of ,these would-be-JarvdEl-'Street
extinguishers spe8lks vol-urnes for Ithe quality of ethics inculcwted by the Gov 
erning Bodies of McMaster Un.iverslty and The Oanaaian Bq,ptist. Apart from 
t'hese two Boards, it may rea.s'Ona;bly ,be d'Oulbted whether any person occupying 
any sort of judIcial position anywhere. 'in the British Empire, even .though he 
made no ilrofession of religion at all, could" by 'any meaDIS, 'be ,persuad'ed to act 
with such wanton disreg·ard of every principle of hon'our and ,fair play as these 
two Boards have done. We have never asked to ·be ,per.mitted to wrLte a. aingle 
line in The Oanaaian Baptist in self-defense-lthat ds, in .reply to the resolution 
'Of the Senate at MoMaster University, 'which, with large head-lines', occupied 
practically an entire page of The OanacUan Bapti8t. All we have ever requested 
was, that the readers of The Oanaaian Baptist mlCht be permi'tted to read ou 
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two ietters to tJhe Ohancellor of McMaster UniversitY, protesting against a 
degree being COnfer.red upon such an enemy of the 'Ohl"istian Faith as Dr. W. 
H. P. Faunce, upon which letters the ,Senate's st1"ictures were based. BUIt this 
simple measure ol fair !play has Ibeen repeatedly denied. 

The"Editor of this 'paper is a Baptist; and.is proud.to answer to th·at name. 
As such, hra Ibelieves tha.t BlIlPtist affairs should be directed ,by BaptJist peO'P'le. 
He con·fesses, however, that he would be willing, 'as an emer.geney measure, to 
consent to an exception ibeing made in respect to the Pu'bHcation Board and 
the ,Sen8lte o-f McMaster University, the last named Ibeing the vooiferous cham· 
pJ.ons of '~Ohristian" education. And this ds the exception !We have in mind: 
if a certain Roman Gwernor, named Festus, could come !back to Hfe and walk 
this planet again, we should have. 'Pleasure in nominating Mm, Roman pagan 
thoufJb, he should be, for meIIllbership ·on ,these t~ Boards, in order that he 
mdght teach ,these OhriBltian leaders the elemenita.ry p1"inciples of justice; and, in 
justification o.r our 'Proposal, as a ten for our nominatin'g s'peech, we shQuld 
quote these words: "And af.ter certain days, ·king .A!grip'pa and Bern,tce came unto 
Caesarea, to salute FeBltus. And when they ihad been 1Jhere many days, Festus 
declared Paul's cause unto th·e k,ing, saying, There is a certain man left in 
oonds by ·Fellx: 81boUlt whom. when I was at Jerusalem, the dIlief priests and 
the elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment against him. 
To whom I aIlSlWered, It ·is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man 
to dJ.e, Ibefore tha.t he whIch is accused have the accusers face to 'face, and !have 
licence to anSIWe1' ·for himseLf concerning the crime la.ld against him." . 

The iB,tble is full ·of biographical materia!! which iUustrates ·the folly of these 
two Boards under review. Space forbids an exposttion of the princll>les set 
forth .in the clOSing chapters of Ahab's foolish and tmgic career. We ventu·re, 
however, to recommend to these two Boards the careful study of the eigh,teenth 
.:hap,ter Of the second book of Ghronicles, particuLarly the nineteenth verse: 
''Who shall·entice AihllJb king of Israel. that he may gO up and fall at Ramoth
gi,lead'y" I I 'I "1~lm 

At severail of the Associations resolutions have been 'Passed ,im'pllcitly- con
demn-iug 'tille aotion o·f McMaster In conferri~g a degree upon Dr. 'li'aunce; and 
also, illy implication, condemnJ.ng the lIJc.tion o·f The Oanadian Baptist in refusing 
to lPubldsh all the facts of the case. Sooner or later the Denomnation will 
awake to a reaIization of -the fact that a little grol1'P oIf unibaptistic spirits are 
endeavourin.g to throttle every expression of Baptist .pr'inciple. Then, .once 
again, we may have a unJ.versity ,wortJhy to 'be CllJlled a Ba,ptist institution; and 
a denomiIlBlllional or·gan worthy -to 'be ranked as a Baptist 'PlllPer. We are sorry 
for the prospect ,before the Ed-itor o'f The Oanadian Baptist; an·d only congra,tu
late ,him tha:t Ihis ,fo-rmer experIence as a reporter tor the secular 'Press, wdll 
qualify him .to ·return to ·a similar position. . . 

. To Ithe !foregoing observations, some will 'be d.is-posed .to maJke answer tha.t 
we have adequately defended our action in respect to McMaster dn the pages 
of this 'Pape.r. To all such, !We express our gratitud·e for the com'Pliment in
volved. The Gospel Witness ,is not witJhout ilts infiuence. It is increasing in 
circulllJUon all the time. A much larger edition than usual wdll 'be prin.ted of 
this ,issue. Pel"ha.ps our ·friends wi'll be interested to 'know tha.t fi·tty .tibousa.nd 

. copies of .this ,issue 'Will be !published. 
'Dhe objedt lOt tJhis article, howeve~, is .to plead a ·principle. Frankly, we are 

not in the -least distUrlb~ b.Y the aotton of The Oanadian Baptist. Lts course 
was so irregular that we ·feared someone wou'ld have to visit it with some sort 
of cllas.tisement. It is, in some respeots, a reUef to see The .Oancuztan Baptist 
preparing a rod for dts~1f~iggiD:g a pit int~ which it wHI most certainly fall. 
Our 'Predominant emotIon 1U thIS matter 1S one of 'Protound sympathy for 
Brother K~pp ~r :being subject to a Board evidently.dete.rm.ined to reduce the 
Editor of The Oanadian Baptist to .the 'l!0si1:ion of an indistinct and almost 
undecidlherllJble rubber stamp. Our ~roteS't qS agadnst the princi'Ple of the conduct 
of The Oanadian Baptist • . Some other Ib~the.r may no.t ·have such an organ as 
The Gospel Witnes ;in whIch to defend hlmself. . The Oanadian Baptist Is .the 
IOrgan of tlhe Convention of Ontario and Quebec, and ought to be an Open forum 
in which denomin8ltional issues can Ibe d·iscussed, and we ,predict that the 
Baptist love of fair play will uLtimately compel the openiug of its columns for 
this' pUl'lPOse. Meanwhile we coIlllfort ourselves wi·tJh .the reflection that The 
Oanadian Baptist has iPO'W~r o~ly to injure ilt.BeIJ.!f. 
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THE WHOLE BIBLE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON COURSE. 
XLIII. JULY 27th, 1924. 

DAVID BECOMES KING OF JUDAH.-2 Samuel, 1-4. 
Like every part of David's story, these chapters are replete with spir1,tual 

lessons. 
1. This period of his history further illustrates His Unwavering Trust in God. 

(1) Sure of the ,throne, 'he was w.jl\ing to abide ·God's time. The" promises 
of God do not always tell us when they will be fulfilled, except that fhey will 
be fulfilled in His time. (2). In this confidence David enquired of the Lord. 
It is well to learn to take nothing for granted; \but to allow God to direct, 
not only our lives, but our s'teps. . . \ ' 
II. The true character of this heroic soul is revealed In His Grief Over the 

Fall of His Enemies. Few men have hrad more enemies than David. 
Like his great Antitype, he £ound himself in a world that was' un
friendly- to him. 

(1). "T'he first chapter te1~s of his lamentations over Saul. It is an evi
dence of real grace when we are grieved to see judgment fall upon our foes .. 
(2). Abner, too, had made himse\'f strong for the house of Saul; yet David 
felt no personJaI enmity toward 'him, but loved him as if he had been his 
friend; and so mourne'd 'his tragic end fhat al\ Israel knew ,that Davi·d's hands 
were free from hi's blood. (3). Ishbosheth also chaHenged David's right to 
reign; 'but when wicked men murdered him in his Ibed, thinking to do David' 

-a favour, they found on'ly 1'hat they 'had 'brought .themselves under his dis
pleasure; and died as a punishment f.or their deed. (4). How suggestive this 
a\l is of the attitude of great David's Greater Son toward all His foes. 
He willeth not the death of the sinner. (5). What' an' example is here for a\l 
who ·wou.ld walk in God's ways: "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves." 

III. The lorig war, between the hoU'se .of David and the house of Saul is 
suggestive of t'hat Long Conflict Between Light and Darkness, and, 
Good and Evil.' 

0). David's troubles di'd not end with the ·death of Saul. He found a 
successor in Isbotheth. Thus there is a succession of evil'S through all human 
history-whether o.f the world, t'he nation, or the individual-each, in its turn, 
arising to challenge the supremacy 0.£ the Lord's Anointed. (2). Though 
there were eddies in· the stream, the main current showed .that the house of 
Saul waxed weaker and weaker, and t'he house of David, stronger and stronger. 
Thus is'it that darkne'ss will be overcome hy light, and evil :by good, and "all 
spirits of antichrist, as well as antichrist himself, by t-he 'supreme Conqueror, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
IV. 'David's appredation of the loyalty of certain men is An Indication of 

His Power of Discernment. ' . . 
(1). He commended the men of Jabeth-Gilead for their loyalty to' Saul. 

He wa's' quick to see that a man who proved traitor to one master would be 
like'\y to betray another. (2). The same quality of discernment was exampli
fied in his attitude toward Abner. Abner was a noble, though misguided 
soul' and David wa's quick to see that his fast friendship for Saul and his 
hou;e would be of great value to himself. Thus, we may learn our lesson': 
we can afford to dispense with .the friendship of anyone who supports us 
only by t'he betrayal of another. 
V. These . Chapters Are Full .of Examples for Character Study. 

(1). Isbotheth is a type of the weak, but ambitious nian, whose only title 
to di'stinction is his relationship "with someone greater than himself. (2). Abner 
the loyalist, is a most interesting ,study. He stood by tHe house of hi~' 
hiend as long as it was possi·hle. (3). Joab is a type of the strong man whose 
loyalty to a cause springs frol~l selfish m~tiv~s. He was a man of boundless 
ambition, who stopped at noth111g to ob,tam hIS en~. (4). Asa'hel, the one who 
wa's fleet of .foot as a youn~ roe,. but ~ho us.e~ 'hls power so r,ecklessly as to 
accmplish hIS own destructton, IS an Illustratton of how one s special gifts 
may be recklessly thrown away. 
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Dr. J. Frank Norris, "The Texas 
rornado," in Jarvis St. Baptist 

Church, Aug. 3rd to 31 st 
A TORONTO REVIVAL. 

In the following pages, we shall have muCh to say lIibou-t Dr. J. Fran!k 
Norris; ,who ,is to 'be our prelllooer during the montli of Au'gust. Dr. Norris wdH 
pl"6l}eh twice daily except Slilturday, and possitlJly ,Satu,rday evenings, too. On 
Sunday, the services ,wiU !be at eleven and s'even, and on week days at three 
and seven4Mrty. Before we say anything about Dr. !Norms,. we desire clearly 
to state that we are sure no man living has the ,power to save a sin'gle soul: 
only ·the ·Holy Ghos-t can quicken dead souls. The means He has ordained is 
the '8'Ospel: ".It pleased God ,by the fool,ishness of preaching ·to save th,em iflha-t 
beHeve." We lbeUeve the gospell is effective only wl;1en preached ''in demonstra· 
tion of the Spirit and of power," and that power accompanies the W·ord only 
as God's peOfPle pray. We, -therefore, issue tMs ,invItation to as many of the 
Lord's peOple as we are a,ble to reach in the Citty oIf Toronto and elsewlhere, 
earne&tly to request that they will witbout ceasing mlilke intercession to God 
for us; th8lt the mighty Ipower of -the Holy SiPirlt may accompany the preaching 
of tlhe W~rd; t!hat pro Norris may .come to us "dn the fulness of the blessing 
of the 'gospel ()/f Christ." In conneollion with thIs evangelistic campaign, tUlere 
will Ibe some organization and some ad'Vertising and, we are sure, great preach
ing. Notwithstand1ng, success win depend, absolutely upon the power of the 
Holy 'Spirit. We would ven,ture to summon every Ohristian who reads -these 
words to a new consecrllition to -the Lord Jes-us Cbrist;-the a'bsolute surrender 
of everythdng to His LordshIp. We would Ul"ge every lover of t,he Lord Jesus 
Christ dn ·the City of Toronto who may r,ead ,these words, to Ipray that GOd will 
make !bare His ,arm and send an overwhelmdng flood of spiritual Iblessing upon 
tlMs City. 

COME AND SEE I 
Long ago one enquired: "Can there any ,go,oQ thing come 'OUtt 'Of Nazareth,?" 

to which a wise reply was'made: 'IOome and see." During the past three years 
so much has 'been said aga:inst Jarvis ,Street Church that some people enquire, 
"Can any good -thing come out of Jarvis ,Street?" ,to wMch we reply, "Come 
and see." Wise men wHI refieot that there are always two sides, at least, to 
every question; and just men will sus-pend jud'gmen-t un,tll'both sI,des have !been 
heard. JarvIs .a'treet's story ~s now ,an old one; and we have no intention of 
discussing it here. We love the Ifriends with whom we were obH,ge,d to diirer. 
We stood, !for principle only; and God has abundantly v'indica:ted our coune. 
Hundreds ha'Ve !been converted amI baptized, and hundreds more have been 
converted who have not yet been 'baptized. We invlot.e you to come Ito Jarvis 
Street and test 'the quaUty of lite life, and the charaoter of its aerv:ices for 
yoU'1'8e}.f. 

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
Jarvis Street stands for "the ta:itJh once for all delivered to the sain,te." 

We believe the "Bilble to be the Word of 'God: tha;t Jesus Ch-rist was !begotten 
of the Holy Gihost, an,d 'born of a virgin; th'at He was and is the 'Incarnate God. 
We beHeve that all men are, by nature and choice, sinnem; and that t'hey can be 
saved only as tlhey are .regenerated ;by the power of the Holy Stpiri-t,-flS they are 
"born aga4n." We !believe that '''Ohrdst died !for our sins according to the 
scripwre8; and that !he was 'buried, a,nd that he ro&e again the third day." We 
'!believe tJIllit the death of Ohrist ,was'mont ,than an example: "Christ also !b.PJtih 

r~ 

\ , 
f 
I 
\ 

f 
i 
I 
( 

I 

\ 
! 

t' 
I 

~ 
I , 

I 



, , 

THE G 0 S PEL WIT N E S S 17 

once sulrered for sins, the just for the unjust, that lIle 'might 'bring us to God"; 
that "he was wounded ,for our transgressions, he was ibrulsed for our dniqu.ities: 
the ehaEPtisement 'Of our peace was u'Pon him; and wdoth his stripes we· are 
healed". We 'believe, there·fore, that salva·tion is aU of grace; that It 1-s p-od's 
work from beginning to end. We beHeve .th·at, in order to sa:lvation, men 
must repent of their s,ins, and ibelieve ·in the Lord Jesus ChrIst. We ibelieve 
that when one ds thus saved, he is saved ·for ever; that the Ufe 'Christ gives' is 
eternal H'fe. We :believe that every true d-lscip1e of Chrlat should be ibaJptized; 
and thwt the only scriptural Iba·ptism is the immersion of the bel,lever in W81ter 
In the name of the Father, S'on and Holy 'Ghost. We 'believe th'at Jesus Christ 
will come again in person to this earth; and tJhat 'thfs Is the one divine event, 
to which' the whole erea.tion moves. We believe t'he New Testament teaches 
that a church· shoruld 'be composed of regenerated persons on~y; t'haIt the mission 
of the chulICh is a splritua'l one; t!hat its main business Is to witnes's for Christ, 
by prayer, and prea.ch:ing, and teaching, and 'by the 'god,ly lives of dts memibers. 
Jarvis Street, therefore, endeavoul'S in seas'on and out of season to seek to 
ibr'ing lost souls to Christ. 

Who is Dr. J. Frank Norris? ' 
He 18 Pastor of the First :Baptist Church, of Fort Worth,Texas, which has 

, a membership of more than six th-ousand, He is Pastor of what ·is probalbly 
the largest Bilble School .In the world, with an average a:ttendance of neal"ly 
five thousand-the attendance rea-ching on one occasion recently; iOver five' 
.thousand six hundred. 'Dr. Norri·s is a comparatively young man; but dn the 
fifteen years of his Fort W.orth ministry he has had to flight ·for freedom to 
prea.ch the gospel. He has 'been maIigned as few men have ibeen, 'but he has, 
lived' cthrough it all, and is now generally regard·ed as one of the greatest 

. preachers ·in America. He is an old-fashioned preacher: !he ibelieves the B-I'ble 
to be 'the Word oIf God; and that men are to be saved only through faith dn the 
crucified Saviour. 

Dr. Norris Leads in a Great Revival in 
San, Antonio, .Texas 

During ,Ajprl[ and ·May, 'Dr. Norris ·conducted an evangelist·ic campaign in 
San Antonio, Texas. Originally designed to last tlwo weeks, the special services 
continued for six. .During that .Ume over seven hundred came ant·o the memo 
bersh,lp oIt the IDil"St Baptist Ohurch alone, and wbout two ·thousand into the 
membershIp of the other ,churches of tJhe City. The following reports of the 
great San Antonio {Rey.!val we have taken from the d,aily press of that OUy, 
with tJhe excepti·on of the first, whic!h consists of utracts ·from an ar'tlcle by 
Dr. I. E. Gates, Pastor of the F'irst Baptist Ohurch, San Anton.io, whose rc:wort of 
the ~t revival iII.'PP~red in The Baptist Standard, of Dallas, Texas. 

The Pastor of the Revival Church Desc~ibes 
the Meeting 

Dr. Norrii! is the gn·atest Bible preacher that I ·ever heard. He 'is familiar 
witn every book of the Bible, and' can quote -more Scripture in every sermon 
than any man I ever he·ard. He made 11111 o·f his evangelistic appeals on the 
Word of God. He preacb:ed one whole week on "Hell," unbil'I could hear the 
walls of tile damned, and smell 'the smoke of theIr torment. And his first ·In
vitation, on Sunday night, 107 people joined the cl}.urch. I never heard such 
sermon'S on "Hell." 

I am convinced -that we are preaching too UtUe on the doctrine of "Hell." 
He gave one whole week on "The Work of the Holy Spirit," and I n'ever 

heard a man magnify the HQly Spirit "as he did ~n Creation, In RegeneratioUo 
and In ResurrectIon, . 
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He preached on every doctrine held by Baptists, including three sermons 
on "Baptism"; two on "The Lord's S,~per"; one on "The Final Preservwtion 
of the Saints"; several on "The Church," and a dozen or more on "The Second 
Coming." He named and denounced every mod'ern sin in no uncertain terms. 
1 never saw people cringe and tremble und'er the power of t'h'e Gospel like 
they did under this modern John-rt:he-Baptis-t preacher. I saw men rush up to 
the mourners' bench and cry out, "Men and brethren, what mus't I do to be 
saved?" I saw men and women who couldn't spleak the English language 
come to the front' under the power of 'one of his sermons, and ask, "What 
must I do to be saved?" 

He spared nO'body. He denounced sin in hig'h society, in low society; in 
,deacons, preachers and elect ,s'iS'ters, until all of us came to the mourners' 
'bench and got right wi'th God. , 

He preach'ed a who'le week on "Roman Catholicism.;' I never heard such 
an exposition on tMs modern pagan religion as he poured out his soul. He 
preached' on: ' 

"The Romanists versus the Bible on the Lord's Supper." 
"'r.lie Romanis-ts versus ,the Bible on ,P.8!pal Infalliibility." : 
"The Romanis'ts ver,sus the Bible on ,the Confessional of the Priesthood." 
"The Romanlsts versus the Bible on Saint Worshi'p." 
"The Romanlsts versus ,the Bible on the Purple, Scarlet-robed Woman of 

Prophecy and His'tor'Y." , 
I never dreamed thwt any -man had the courage to stand up before thous

and,s of ,people in San Antonio, dominated by Romanism, and speak out as 
clearly as h'e did for one whooJ'e week. 

His sermon on "The InfallibIlity of the Pope" was a masterpiece. I have 
heard B. H. oCarroll in his palmiest days, but I never heard a soermon with 
more fire, and logic than when he exal,ted Christ and proyed that the pap'acy 
was utter blaS1lhemy. I did nM know what might happen, but I sat obehlind 
him and prayed God' to give 'him 'the message, and he put it across and 
settled for all time the fundamentals ,of Protestantism in San Antonio, ,t'ill 
Chris,t comes. ,Several Roman Catholics have joined our church and I have 
baptized them. This series of sermons' was the ta:lk of the town. In fact, the 
whole meeting was ,the·talk of the city. Never did a man dQm1inate a cityUke 
Frank Norris domin'ated San Antonio. Of course th'e de,vll got busy, as he 
always does when God's people moV'e. 

His first gre3it fig'ht was a newspaper fight, and what he did to the Ex-
- press Publishing Company cannot be 'W~itten down. The night he took them 

to a skinning it seemed to me that he had five acres of people present, be
sides those who were on the roof, trying to look over the bannisters to see 
what' was gOing on.' ' 

About a week later we had another great fight" brought on b'y a com
bination of a Jewish rabbi and the KnIghts of Columbus, and when he got 
through with them, 'the dust was ,settled in San Antonio for the rest of the 
meeting. He gave 'them twenty-four hours to a'pologize, and 'the last pa.ra-
graph of the ap'ology Is as fol1()IWs: ' 

"For all of this, as 'welq as any and all words of critIcism, direct or im
plied, I have expressed concerning you, I aga'in sincerely and unqualifiedly 
apologize, 'and I fully retract any and all derogatory statements made by me 
concerning you as unfounded and 'Ilnjuslio:fied. 

"Ag8Jin ,expressing my deep regret and apologies for this entire unfor
tunate affair, for which and its consequences, I accept full personal responSi
bility, I am, very sincerely yours, (Signed) ---" 

I never saw a man w'ho could keep his head and s'peak with such deUb
eration an'd C8!lmness and courage as Fran-k Norri·s can, in a great battIe. I 
think he Is the most courageous BapU.s:t preacher living on the face of the 
earth. He looks like a tdml'd, 1I!0des't man until he ,becomes aroused, and then 
his eyes flash fire and his words bite and sting those who are guilty of sin. 

Sometimes I felt like pulling 'his coa't-tail and asking him, "Is there no 
mer~r ' 

But this great meet:ing has put new courage and fig'hting spirit in every 
Protestant and Baptist within one hundred miles or ,more of ,this 'place. I 

"w'lll never be the same man any more. I have always been a peaceable man, 
and tried to get 8110ng with people, but my firm conviction is that Gospel 
preaching 'ought never to be defensive, but offensive, and aggressive, with the 
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fighting spirit of a Savonarola, Martin Luther and John the Baptist. This is 
Fr,an:k Norris' style all'd manner 'Of preaching. He never pussy-foots. He never 
compromis'es, 'he never palliates the Gos'pel, he never spares anyone's feel
:ngs, because he knows he is rig'ht, he knows the Bible, 'and he kn·ows the 
Lord, and loves the ehurch. 

He preached ,three times a d·ay while he was here, and gave conference' 
lectures on the side, to our Sunday school teachel"s, ofHcers a'nd deacons. He 
taught us more 'how to organize and make effective the working. forces. of a 
g;rea,t church than.any mall who ever came to see us. . 

Dr. Norris Relates His Thrilling Experiences as 
a Fori!: Worth Pastor in a Great Address 

at San Antonio. 
In one of the most dramatic sermons ever delivere-d in San Antonio, 

Rev. J. Frank Norris, Friday night, revealed -the inside story of his fif,teen 
years' experience as a Fort W o,rth pastor, in which 'he has come out victorious 
agaillist as great odds as ever confronted any .man. . 

Addressing an audience of more than five thou.sand people, Friday night, 
Dr. Norris touched the ,high spot.s of some of his experiences ~n which he 
revealed the occasion of his famous sermon at Fif,teenth and Main Streets, 
Fort Worth, when he was' defied by a group of representative citizens who 'have 
since' become his most intimate' friends. This was the sermon Which 
evoked a response from five of his most bitter persona'l enemies, who since have 

.admitted 't'hat he was a man of the most genuine me'1:t\e they have ever known. 
A,t the big taberna"Cle at Fourth and Taylor Streetji;' Friday niglht, Dr. 

Norris said in pa.rt: 

. \ 
A Heart Broken Mother. 

. "The most interesting ,thing in my car·eer was when I was editor of t·he 
Baptist StandarCl, at Dallas, and race track gambling at the Dallas -fair was at 
its heigh,t. I received a 'letter one day, written in a 'very poor trembling hand, 
on cheap, ragged paper. J.t had twelve pages: lit was signed by a heart-broken 
woman, written from a ,little town in the piney woods Southeast TeXRIS. She 
wrote me that her only son 'had g-ambled on the races and ,lost; ;that he had 
ta\<en money ,from the 'bank where he wa's cashier and expected ·to replace it, 
and t.hat he found 'himself caug'ht and went the s·ix-shoote,r route by his own 
hand .. She. wr,ote me urging ,that as editor of the Baptist Stand-ard, I expose 
this. great evil, so as ,to save other mothers"boys. . . 

"I went out to the race track and went under the· grandstand. I saw 
. fo'rty-eight bookmaking stands. I 'had never seen anything like i.t ,before. I 

,had t'he whole business photographed, I also found where the City of Dalias 
was makinlg $125,000 profit from ~ts contract with these .gamblers, and I had 
that contract photographed. The name of an outstanding, prominent Baptist 
was signed to it, but that didn't make any difference with me Ithen, for I was 
young, and now I am too oId for ilt ·to ma'ke any difference. I gav-e a whole 
issue of the .Baptist S.tandard to the exposin.g o,f ,this issije. The front page 
headline was 'Racing 3It The Dal,las Fair, Gambling Helt:' 

Called to First ·Church. 

"Sentiment of the state was aroused, and to-day· if a man ,bets a dollar on 
the horse race, he goes to the penitentiary. 1 am opposed to the state fair 
running on Sunday. I spent six weeks in Au.stin, and during that time 
addressed t'he Legislature several times. I 'have done so. on several occasions 
since, too. . 

"Soon after the race track fight I received a call from the First Baptist 
Churoh, Fort Worth. The church then had in its membership 'great wea~th 
and the board of deacons consisted of 'bank pres,idents of t'he majority of the 
banks -of the city, and all the outstanding ,big business men of the city. So, 
favorable had been .the reports from the 'home guard' that my caU to the First 
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Baptist Church was unanimolts, wHh one exception-Mr. J. T. Pemberton, now 
president of the Farmers' and Mechanics' National Bank of Fort Worth, a 
twenty-four story, magn,ificent s'tructure. He said, "I'm against him. Person
ally, I like the brother; I haven.'t a thing against him; I feel· sure 'he would 
make a capable pastor, but the Fi'rst Baptist Church is not ready for a minister 
of 'his kind and order.' 

"'Come on, Brother Pemberton, let's make it unanimous,' they pleaded . 
. " 'No, we are getting' along peaceab'1y; we are in perfect harmony with 

ourselves, the world and the devil, and if we call that young fellow it means 
trouble. We will not look like ourselves when 'he gets through with us. While 
I think the C'hange is needed in the church, ye't I don"t think the church is 
wioJling for it to be made; therefore, I o,ppose calling him.''' 

The Fur·Begins to Fly. 
"Strange to say, when the fur began to fly and forked 'lightning began to 

play, Pemberton was the only one of that whole crowd Who remained wi,toh 
the pastor in the. figtht. 

"During my first two years as pastor of the church, I did lo,ts of studying 0 
and'reading. I had one of the best libraries ,of any preacher in the country. 
I had plenty of ~ime to read. Not muc'h to do, being pastor of a c'hurch, one 
that was about like sitting up with a corpse. No danger of anything happening 
to it. My aim was to be a highly cultured minig,ter. I was ambitious to know 
a little about everything. I wanted to be a great after--dinner speaker. I 'will 
not. 'teH you the size of my Ii'brary now. 

"I went home one Sunday night after preaching to a ,typical city Sunday 
night audience of about a hundred, and said; 'Wife, I am ,going to quit ~he 
min,is!ry.' , 

"She said, 'What is the matter, is there any trouble?' 
"I said, 'No, I wish there was.' 

Something Had to Happen. 

"She said, 'Have you any opposHion in the church?! 
."1 said, 'No, I wish I had.' , 
. "She oSa,id, 'Are you sick?' 
,"I said,. 'Well, ~ot physically, ,but every other way.' 
"I was the most knocked, down, run over, chewed up, fried and fricasseed 

preac'her in the world, I thpught of that scripture where it says,' 'be~ter that 
he had never been bOl;n.' '1 was drawing a big salary, wearing tailored Prince 
Albert suits, preaching in the midst of a city of over a 'hundred thousand people, 
none of them p.aying any' attention to me. The wthole city given over to 
idolatry and wickedness. ~ome'thing had 10 happen. 

"My wHe, very 'quiet, conservative woman, gave me a good sensible 'I~c
ture. 'She said, 'I don't want you to act too hastily. Get off and think this 
matter over. Pray it Ollt alld find out wha't God wants you .to do.' 

"It was good advice. . 
,"I went" before the crowd next Sunday morning, fashionable, courteous 

and cold t'hey were, and ,told them some of the things 1 had found out on them; 
tha't ·the very people they needed to reach didn't know they were in the world. 
And I closed the<>sermon by saying, 'If 1 stay in Fort Worth and remain 
pastor of this church, it won't be long before every man, woman and child,. 
white and .black,. will ·know where the C'hurch is.' And to-day, all a man 'has 
to do is ask. anybody where the church is, and if it is on Sunday, they w.i11 tell 
you, 'Just follow 'the crowd.'· The street car conductors, when they come to 
the pla·ce to get off for the First Baptist Churc'h, they call out, 'All off for the 
First Baptist Ohurch.''' , 

On Cleanup Committee. 

"I beg'an to at'tack evil condi·tions of the city in th,e church and out of it; 
in high places and low places. : 

"One morning ear·ly in the winter of 1911,. at the General Pastors' Associa
tion of Fort Worth, a committee of ten ministers and 'le,n laymen was ap

., pointed on what was known as ,t'he 'Cleanup Committee." 
"The moral cond~tions of t'he city were 'intolerable. Vice was flaunted in 

o 
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the. f.ace of the' people on every ·hand.· . Rooming houses abounded in every 
block of the main',business streets. I was the youngest man on the committee; 
didn"t .have much experience· and never had been in ·the big city very much, 
exce.pt to visit, up to the time I had lived in Dallas three years before. 

"T.his committee of twenty members, ministers and laymen, met an!;! 
showed great. determin.atiolJ. to clean up ·the dty at any cost. They d·iscussed 
and discussed. They laid plans and laid polans. 

"Fina1'1y, they came to the conclusion that they would employ special 
counsel to .prosecute ·a11 violations of the law, and counsel was retained. They 
also hired a special detect·ive to secure informa·tion for' t.he benefit of the com-
mittee. The detective did his work. . 

Silence Was Profound. 
"He soon :had bushels of information for the committee.' We met and he 

- made his report. He .had the names o·f more than eigh,ty piaces of ill repute 
and lega'l. evidence against said places. 

"lot was moved and seconded, and unanimously ~g.reed ,to that the owners 
of this- property would be prosecuted. However, the first step decided on was 
that we ministers would clean out of our several churches the men Wlho owned 
this property. N one of us knew .how many of. our members were owners of 
said prope.rty, and ilJ.vestigation was ordered from the. tax records. 

"The commi·ttc:,e met again and the names of the' property owners were to 
be read out and each min,ister was to check up how many were mombers of 
his ohurclh. .•. .. 

"T.here was pr.afounder silence than in heaven when this detective began 
to read out the names to that committee of ten ministers ·and ten laymen. 

"You Brethren Excuse Me." 

. "We w·ere in the directors' room of the o·ld F. & A. M. Bank-'-Pem.berton's 
bank. Immediately, one of the brethren said, without losing Ii second'. time, 
'I Ihave a funeral that is long past due, and you 'brethren will :have to excuse 
me.' He went out :the side door, and never met with that committee ag·ain. 

"Another ·brother ,g.rwbbed his watch and said, 'I have a wedding right now, 
anil you brethren wiU hav'e to excuse me.' . 

"Another 'brother said, 'I .have an important engagement with my wife
and you men 'know what that means-s'he is wai·ting for me now,' and'he went 
out-at the side door. And some others wished for an eng,agement. 

"The meeting adjourned without the E,ormality of a motion or any ·refer
ence to a benedictio!l. 

"We were never able to get but four of that committee together again
two Presbyterian preachers, Pemberton and myself. 

"Talk a.bout H-II breakiI\g loose in Georgia. . 
"It broke loose in Fort Worth. , 

Business Picks Up. 
"I ,got u.p next Suhday night and told the crowd what this detective had 

found ou·t, called names, places, dates and s'howed records. Business picked up , 
again. . . 

"The whole city was agog with it: One thing dead 'certain, the old church 
was no longer a corpse: Standing room was at a premium. Peop'le were hang
ing on by their eyelids, trying t9 get in. We were turning away more than 
could get in the house. 

"And I preached the ,gospel. I went after the sins of tlhe people. The sins 
of the individual. I called them. to repentance, and there were multitudes of 
them that did repent and many of them live till this day and are the 'finest 
Christian workers in the church. :;nhat was ,in 1911. 

"The '1911 session of the Legislature sub~itted to the voters the constitu
tional amendment on prohibition. The. state was cursed with the liquor traffic 
and the puMic officers were owned 'by the ·br~wel'ies. 

"So I ,buckled on the armour and unsheathed my sword and did. not ask 
'others what to do, but waded into the fi·g.ht. 

Cut His Tent Down. 
"I secu'red the~.permission of -the city authorities to erect a big tent :between 

Throckmor.ton and Houston streets, on Tenth, at tha>t time, a vacant lot. A 
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great revival broke out. The election came off in July, about the 20th: . The 
figmt grew so hot that I received a demand from the mayor to take t'he tent 
down. I 'protested, but the liquor forces got together and with my leading 
church officials they made the demand and the mayor ordered the fire and 
police departments to cut the tent down, and they did. We 'had not-hing above 
us but the canopy of heaven. But t>he seats were still there. 

"Here is where the fight spread from the church to the City Hall. 
"I was depending on Romans 8: 28: 'And we know that all t'hings work 

together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called accord
ing to his purpose.' 

Let's Hang the Preacher. 
"A big mass meeting of the men of the city was called. No women or boys 

under 21 were a'iLowed. The tit·le of the main address to be delivered was by. 
the mayor, and 'his >theme, 'Liars-the Hanging of a Preaoher.' He took my 
name and used it very freely. He spoke for two hours. The crowd was drink
ing, an·d a saloon was on every corner, and every .few feet between. They 
hollered. and yelled and vent~d their spleen on the preacher. It looked seriou •• 
It ~ounded dangerous. I had a licensed court stenographer go and take down 
every word that was said. Then I had several thousand copie:s of it printed and 
a copy distributed to every 'home in For·t Worth. It was the sole topic on the 
street cars. It was the one theme of discussion in the hotel lobbies. Every
body to·ok ·sides. There were frequent fight!!. 

"After ,the mayor's speech the crowd. gathered and ·said, 'Let's hang the 
preacher.' And many people were uneasy and s'cared to death. It looked lik.e 
hanging time had come. :Following the speech, tragedy after .. tragedy was 
enacted. 

Afraid to Indict ~im. 

"A special grand jury was selected in a very peculiar ~ay, was impaneled. 
It stayed in session for two months. Instead of being a secret session, it was 
nothing more nor less than a committee on propaganda for the liquor crowd. 
They fined the air with the wildest and most sensational rumors concerning 
me. They wou-ld tell it that they had barrels and barrels and 'barrels of testi
mony, 'Extras' were issued by the newspapers. The foreman of the grand jury, 
who has since become my friend, went to some of my leading members and 
said, 'we don't want 'to indict Norris, and .if he will leave town we w,jU not 
indict him. For he would be ruined forever if we should return an in'dictment 
against him.' 

Thirty Days to Leave. 

"I was determined to stay with it. . And we were in the court house for 
more than.a year, nearly all the time. The liquor press was solid 'against me. 
I answered none of' their reports. I said, 'If God be for us, who can be 
against us?' 

"Certain' parties went to my good friend Pemberton, and told him that I 
would have to leave town. They told him if he didn't quit me, that they would 
break his bank. He told them, 'Take your dirty money, and go.' . 

"A mass meeting of all the business men of the city was called in one 
of the leading hotels of the city. All the 'liquor ,interes'ts and my worldly 
church men wbre there. The court house crowd, the city hall, the saloon
keepers-they were all there-~56 in all. T?ey cursed and damned me, and 
made speec'hes, and finally appomted a committee of .three to call on me. This 
committee was made up of three outstanding business men o.f the city. T'hey 
called on me at my office one morning, and handed me a copy' o'f the resolu
tion -passed, giving me 30' days in which to leave tow,n. I said, 'All right, I will 
give yon 29 days back, and you be down at Fifteenth and Main streets to-night, 
and I wi1~ give you my answer.' , 

Foe' Becomes a Friend. 

That night, at Fifteenth and Main streets, I stood in an open automo'bile 
and told all I could find out on the whole crowd. I had a friend to drive his 
car there early, and he waited there till I came. When I got there the streets 

. were packed and jammed. ~ d;essed in a white shi~t, white trousers, white' 
shoes-didn't wear a coat-dldn t even carry a penkmfe. .;r didn't need it. I 
tried to make my way through the crowd, and as I asked a areat bi. 225. 
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pound half drunk fellow to let me by, he ri.pped Ol1t 'blistering oaths and said, 
'N 0, I've been standing here for an hot.tr to get first shot at that preacher,' and 
he s'hook a great big .45 in my face. . 

I said, 'All right, I was due .to speak here to-night.' 
Then, with some more oaths, and with a grunt, he said, 'Who are you?' 
I said, 'My name is Norris.' 
He said, 'Who, you Frank Norris?' . ' 
"I said, 'Yes, sirJ ' and with that, he whirled around and said, 'Come on and 

I'll blow a Ihole through the first feHow who fires,' and he pushed his way 
through the cro\yd and went and sat in the automobile with me all d·uring my 
speech. . . 

"I asked him afterward, wha't niad'e him change his mind so quick. He said, 
'I don't know why, but as I saw you so harmless, I just thought of myoid 
Christian mother, who has g,one to Heaven,' and tears filled his big eyes. 

I am happy to tell you, ladies and gentlemen, .that .he was saved under 
my ministry, a short ,time later, and I baptized him in 'the Name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the· Holy Grost. . 

Wanted Him to Leave Town. 
T'he onc issue in the city and in the church was how to get rid of me. 

They offered me a year's salary in advance and expenses for myself 'and fa'mily 
to Europe if I would resi,gn and leave town. . 

In the midst of these trying times of confusion and conflict, a committee 
from the opposition came to my home. I did not want them to come, but 
they insisted.' They wanted my wife to hear the reasons why. I should resign 
and leave. They 'had already letlrned that s'he was the power behind the throne. 
Everybody knew of her faith, her courage and unwavering conviction that God 
would turn the night into day and bring victory out of humiliation. The cole! 
and cruel design was to break down her faith and crush her spirit. But ·they 
did 'not know the woman. . 

Five prominent and influential gentlemen came from a meeting appointed 
by a crowd that were demanding my resignation and using every power under 
Heaven to accomplish my defeat and destruction. Tilley were mad. I didn't 
blam'e t'he[il, I had rebuked their worldliness. I had not always been careful 
about the langua'ge. 

Oliered Money to Leave. 
But they came to see me. , AH honorable men. T'hey came and said, "We 

are your friends. We rea'lize that there is a serious situation in the church; 
the memberSlhip is divided. over you and never will be united under your 
leadership, your influence is dead; you should go to another' field; your 'health 
is gone; and you can't live much longer here.' Three of the best physicians 
in this state had examined me and given me six months, at the outside. I was 
a walking skeleton. My health was gone. 

"They wanted my wife to hear it all, and she did. 
"They said: 'We wiU gi.ve you a year's salary in advance, pay your family's 

expenses anywhere you want them to live, and give you a trip around the. 
world. This will settle it.' 

"I replied: 'Gentlemen, your proposi,tion is nothing more nor less than a 
bribe. If it is a gift, what service 'have I rendered? But if it is a bribe, your 
'price is too small. Eit,her raise or lower your price. I will answer you next 
Sunday afternoon puh'lic1y.' ' 

"They replied: 'Why make a public matter of it; why have further trouble 
about -it? You will have to go. Everybody is agains't you; the city hall is 
against you; all ,the ,officials are against you; the preachers are against you.' 

"I rep'lied: 'If God be for us, who can be against us?' . 

Told of Threat to Kill Him. 

"A few nights afterward, my friend Pemberton called me up and asked 
me to come over to liis lhouse'; he wanted to 'talk to me. I went. We sat out 
in front of his home, in the car,.and talked. He said: 'Prea'cher, they are going 
to shoot y.ou. They are mad. I wouldn't give a cent for your life any minute. 
I'll stay with you to the last dollar I have go't.' 

"I went home, but I couldn't s'leep. The next morning my wife tried to 
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make me tell her what was t,he matter, and where I had 'been, 'but I would not. 
Finll!lly, she looked me straiB'ht illl the eyes; and said: 'Now tell me what's 
the matter. '1 know there is s.omet-hing wrong.' 

"T'hen I told her where I had been the night before, and what we had 
discussed. I told her I would do what she said. If she wanted to leave town,' 
we would; if she wanted to stay .and fight it out, I would. 

"She looked at me and said, 'Sweet·heart, I had rather take our three babies 
wit'h me out here to Green-wood cemetery, and bury you in an unmarked grave, 
and come back 'here and bend my back over the wash-.board, and when these 
three babies grow up they would know t'ha't theil' father died by the hands of 
a dirty, low"down crowd, than to be the wife of a coward, and have a stain and 
stigma on the name of my husband.' '1/. 

"My fdends, God will honor the faith of a woman like that. 
"We stayed. 

Held Outdoor Meeting. 
"But the summer was on. I was living in a rented thouse; we had no 

furniture; everything had ·been burned up, all!d I was· wearing a borrowed 
suit of clothes. lowed over eight thousand dollars. The newspapers would 
not print .my name;'would not even print my name iIll a funeral notice where 
I conducted it, for two years. The rich crowd cut their subscriptions out. 
But I went 'out and conducted open 'air meetings over the city. Great crowds 
came, aoo multitudes were saved. I smote the devil hip and thigh. I fought 
every phase and form ·of wickedness. I had no regard ,for any man's feelings. 
I went a-fter the hiogh ones. We were worshipping in a tabernacle at Seventh 
and Lamar streets, for the church had been burrued, and we had turned out all 
the rich, worldly crowd, and were only a few hundred poor, struggling people. 
They said, 'Norris wiJ.l have to go.' . 

"September arrived. I was away under weight-weighed only 129 pound,,;. 
After the rich crowd came back fr,orll their vacations, they would meet in a 
hall-a club room,' upstairs, at a place that was nothing but a, retail liquor 
place. It had retail liquor license on the wall. They thought they ·had it 1:11 
fixed. They ordered ·my ·s'hroud. There was to be a funeral. They engaged 
the undertaker. T'hey had the grave dug, they ,hid the epitaph written;. they 
had already spoken to the florist-

Make Another PropolinoL 
. "Bu't God." . 

"During the month of September, I 'had Sid Williams with me in a mee-tin·g. 
They besought him, they besieged him, they did everything they cou~d to turn 
him against me, but he was true to the las·t di'tch. He never 'compromised a 
minute. He ,poured 'hot shot into the crowd every minute he preac·hed. We 
were still worshipping in the tabernacle on a rented ,lot. T'he crowds came 
and the ta·ber.nacle overflowed. . 

"The opposition grew very bold. They were defiant. They counted on 
their wealth. They counted on their prestige. Who ever heard of anybody 
who could ,go up against suC'h a number of ,bank presidents, and capitalis,ts, 
w'h-olesalers? They made a proposition to my friend, J. T. Pemberton, that 
we all meet together and see if we could setde the trouble •. Of course, they 
meant by settling the trouble, t'hat I shou'1d leave. We accepted t·heir invita
tion. There were twenty~four of them. Three of us-J. T. Pemberton, Sid 
'lIIilliams, and myself-1wenty-'seven in all. 

"We met on one Friday night in the taber.na.cle. 
"T'hey began with pleasing words. One of 'the deacons, who was president 

of ,one of t'he banks, was the leading spokesman. T,hey aU spoke. They felt if 
they could win J. T. Pemberton, they would ro-b me of my strongest ally, and 
they were right a,bout it. They came out openly and g!lve me my walking 
papers. 

Prayer Silenced Them. 

"Just at this time something happened-the unexpected. 
"Sid WiJ.liams hadn't said anything. He arose and said, 'Brethren, let's 

have prayer.' 
"Such a prayer! 
"And all who know Sid Williams know that when he gets in earnest he 

, 
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can pray. He had them aU down on their 'knees. I don't think I ever heard 
such a prayer. He called each one of these men by name; 'he told the Lord 
of their wickedness and worldliness; he asked the Lord -to stay the haEd of 
Judgment; not to strike them down on the spot; to rebuke them; to show 
them their fo-lly. When -he finished, there was stillness that was oppressive. 
I had not said anything up to this time. I didn't want to say anything now, 
~n~obody else did. 

Broken in .Health. 

"J. T. Pemberton arose quietly, unbuttoned the cuff of his right sleeve, 
an'd rolled it up. Then he walked over to them, and said, 'Gentlemen, I am 
worth' a little money, not a great deal; am ,the father of .nine children. I have 
tried to live right and be true to God the bes't I know how. I have nothing 
against you. You are my personal friends. You are my associates in business, 
but before I will let you ruin my pastor and destroy tliis churCh, I will have 
this right arm cut off, and will let every drop of my blood fall o.n this ground.' 

"That meeting adjourned wi"thout another word. The twenty-four had 
received their answer, and I didi:t't have to answer. 

"But just as it looked like I was winning, almost in sight of victory, I 
felt the slender thread of life was ready to snap. But I determined fhat j'f I 
fell in the battle, I would fall with my face to fhe enemy. I continued to fight 
every ,p·hase and form 'of evil. In fact, I increased the fight. I knew the' vast 
majority of the city was against me. The fact is, it is doubtful if I could have 
claimed the respect and confidence of one man in a hundred. I would go in 
stores to buy ,things and clerks would pass me up and wait on customers who 
came in after I did. I said nothing. But I ,thoug'ht in my soul, the day wiU 
come when every store in Fort Worth will be glad to sell me goods, and praise 
to His name, when I wal'k into a store to-day I am received· by everybody 
and I claim them as friends, and they know that I am their fr,jend. 

"In t'he midst of these very dark and trying times, it was not expected 
that many churches outside of Fort Worth would want my services in a meet
ing.' But s'trange to say, one brot'her did have me come and help him. I 
agreed to do it. But before I went to the meeting I made up my mind to 
quit the ministry. I was so uneasy about my health t'hat I didn't see how I 
cou1d fight my way back. We were wi,thout a meeting house. We had only 
a small membership' that was ,IOY;11 to me, and they were very poor. I knew 
that I could ,not count on the wealt'hy members, for they were· fi·ghting me. 

"What a loadl There was no use for me to leave Fort Worth under such 
a cloud and go to ano't:n.er field and start over again in my ministry. 

Plunged Into Despair. 

"I had a firm of law,yers, good friends of mine, to offer .me a fine pr-oposi
tion to come with them. . They had a 'big practice. I was to go off and spend a 
few months in rest and get on my feet, come 'back and enter into the practice 
of law.' I hadn't lost fait'h in God or Jesus Christ 'as my personal Saviour, 
but I was wounded unto death. I was bankrupt. I was without friends or a 
following. Humanly speaking, it seemed impossi'h'le for me to regain my 
ministry. I would not have hesitated if I 'had 'had the physical strength, but 
my ner:ves were gone. I had a violent cough. I 'had no appetite. Sleep left me. 
. "Nevertheless, I went to hold this meeting. Everybody in the lirtle town 

and for miles around was down at the station to see me. They wanted to 
know what kind o'f a wild. looking animal I was. And I -didn't blame them 
for their curiosi,ty, t'he newspapers had p~blished so much about me. It made 
me mad 'to see them stare and gaze at me. I was entertained in the home of 
a good Methodist steward. T'he first night the p1ace was packed aRd jammed. 
Everybody was there. Even the dogs were there. I don't know what I 
preached about. I -felt like I was losing my mind. I (:lid not sleep any that 
night. I rolled and tossed, waiting for day to come. All ·day fhe next d'ay 
was a day of agony. The next night another crowd, still ,larger, but I had no 
interest in the service. I tried to preach, but dismissed t'he crowd without 
making any proposition. I walked back to my room. What a night! Sleep 
had left me. I was suffering the tortures of the doomed in the bottomless pit. 
I fellt like God was a million miles from me; and t'hat He would never hear 
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me again. Talk about despondentl I was plunged into the 'horrible darkness 
of despair. 

Believed He Had Lost. 
"After the ·family was asleep, and all was quie't, I raised ,the window of my 

room and slipped out. I walked and walked for miles that night. I went away 
out in the country. Heard' nothing but the occasional barking o'f a dog. I 
laid down on the grass and let the dews fa'll on me. I was trying .to relax. 
1 looked up at the stars-the same st;us that A'braham had counted. And I 
wondered, 'Wilf the God of Abraham 'hear me again.?' I tried to commit my 
soul afresh to Him, ,but all was in vain. I said, 'It's all lost. I have fought 
the .best fight I know how. I went against overwhe'lming odds. I have lost. 
I fOught the most powerful combination of wickedness, but I have lost. I 
have fought for i. clean church, 'but I have lost. My little life is through. It's 
to be snuffed out like a .candle in the dark.' 

"I had the ambition to do the will of God, but I failed. I wanted to suc
ceed, but I have failed; I wanted to make my life count ,for something, 'but I 
have failed, I will go ,to the judgment, and say to the Jud'ge of- all the earth, 
'I did my best; I have fought a good fight; I w.ent down in defeat; doing what 
I believed was right.' 

Felt Like Running Away, 

"The third day came. The agony increased. My moisture was t·urned 
into the drouth of summer. I felt like every friend in the world had forsaken 
me. I was like water poured out. The night was dark and there wasn't a' 
star to be seen. I read t'he 19th c'hapter of Job where he recorded his losses. 
As I ·read and as the night approached, I said, 'I cann.ot stan.d this. I will die. 
T will lo'se my mind.' I felt like a man falling through 'bottomless space, with 
nothing ,to hold to, nothing -to stand on. 

"Right in the midst of my sermon I would forget where I was. I would 
start to tell an illustration and forget it. My memory was blank. I felt that 
I would soon be in the sta·te asylum. I was awe-stricken; I was overwhelmed 
with the thought; 'but for my wife and three baobies I would have welcomed 
death. _ . . 

"I packed my suitcase; didn't have anything but a change of clothes; took 
it to the meeting that nig'ht, slipped it under a fence in the rear. A midn,ight 
train came through there, coming to Fort Worth. My plan was to say not a 
word to a soul. After the meeting was over, I was going to get on tha't 
train and come home, and !lever preach another sermon. 

"A great crowd-even a greater crowd-was present. Just before I got 
up to preach, one of the brethren said to me: . 

"'You see ,that man sitting yonder in .. the rear in t'hat chair, with boots 
on and that red handkerchief around his neck?' 

"I said, 'Yes.' .. 
"He said, 'Tha1's the worst man in all this country. He has several 

notches on his gun.' 
"As -I stood' before that crowd and looked at that old sinner, I said to 

myself,. 'T'his is my ,last message; Goa 'help me to de-liver the bes1 I can.' 

Saved the Old Sinner. 
"The old sinner fastened his eyes on me. I looked at him. We were a 

curiosity to each other. He 'had a moustache long enough to tie behind his 
neck. He had that old red bandana handkerc'hief around his neck,. han·ging 
down over his chest. 

I told the .story of the Prodigal Son. I repeated it from f!1emory. My 
. voice was weak and unsteady. I held onto the pulpit for strength. And when 

I fin,ished that story and beg<1-n to talk, I noticed that old sin.ner took his red. 
bandana ohandkerd'tief and began ,to mop his face, ,but I thought tha1 was just 
penspiration. . 

"The first thing I knew he had buried his face in his hands and his great 
frame was shaking 'and trembling with emotion. There was a thrill throu·gh 
my soul t'hen, that I 'had not felt for many months; it was electric. (stopped 
and made -the proposition straight from the sho'llder. 

"'.If there is a man herr. to-night that is willin·Jl to !live UD sin and renent 
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of his sin and take Jesus Christ for his personal Saviour, come down and give' 
me your hand.' 

"T,he old sinner arose, l1is full six feet and more. He started down the 
middle aisle, bandana handkerchief, moustache, boots and' all. He hadn't 
gotten more than haH way till a little woman, who was his wife, sitting neal'by 
brought forth an old Methodist shout. You could hear 'her a quarter of a 
mile away. In fifteen minutes fhere were half a hundred people-men, women, 
boys and girls, at the altar. Scores were 'saved that night. We stayed there 
till midnight and ,after • 

. "There was another new creation that night besides the new-born 'souls. 

Regains His Confidence. 
. "A preacher had been made over! W'hen I got back to the house, the 

fdends said, 'Fort Worth is trying to get you.' 
"I said, 'Yes; I' want to get Fort Wort'h.' . 
"I knew who it was wanting me. . I knew who was t'he best friend in the 

world that I had. I knew who the faithful wife was that would stand with me 
through life, unto death, tl1rough honor and sl1ame; through .joy and sorrow; 
through sickness and health. Yes, she would have :stood wi,th me if they had 
sent me to the penitentiary for life. 

"Soon we were in connection. 
"I tried to tell her, but I could not. Then t'he man of the house tried to, 

and he ,broke down and could no't; then his wife tried it and failed, then the 
daughter, then I tried again, and said, 'Wife, the Lord has given me the big·ge·st 
meeting you ever saw. Scores of folks 'have been Isaved, and your husband is 
made over. I am' coming back home to start life anew.' 

, "I reached Fort Worth on Sunday morning. A great crowd was present 
that day.' What a day! Sixty-two people were saved and brought into the 
church. . 

"The God of Elij~h had answered by fire." 

The San Antonio Press Oll'll the Norris Meetings 
The following -items of news are. extracts from long reports, frequen,Uy 

occupying a page, in the daily papers of San Antonio:· 

May 2nd: 

,FrIday night, iReV'. J. F'ran,k Norr.i:~, Fort Worth ev'ange1ist, ,wi,LI d-eJ:iver 
th·e oUlt'Sltam.'!,ti'llg serm-on of the w'elek 8lt the otJabern:acle at Fourth a,DJd Taylor 
Streets on tIh-e ~nslide ,s·tory of ihd:s liie i.n F·ort WOTth. It will be a story of the 
triumph of de faith of a good womlltn. Due to growing crowds, it is expected 
thoaJt it win be n·ecessary ,wdthin 'a ,short time to clo·se Fourth and Taylor 
Street'S, and ,pLace seats out in Ithe streets, T,bie 't:aberna,cle only ihoM,s 4.000 
people. 'Rev. ~r. Nom·s frequen,Uy preadh·e:g to 10,000 people in FOl't Wool'th, 
hi·s voice carrying ea'Soily ,to 'such III croWd. 

May 12th: 

Not slnce Sam Jones ~reached in San Antonio has ,t)his oity eXlperienced 
such a day as dot expe-rie,nced' Sunday in meml()ry of Moth-er's Day. 
. S!peakIing to .more than 20,000 people. at "the five SundlllY s·erv:i·ce's at the 

Ba:pUst Tabernacle, where there were approximately 200 converts to come for
ward ~od al'ign ,them:s€Iv'es wJth tlhe various chW',c·hes, .Dr. Frank Norri-s·brought 
to a ol,ose the 'S€'cond "",e'ek of 'his g.reat revival in tillis' city. aJnd acoord:ing to 
many' long,time re.s'idenots I()f ,San Antondo this city IhaS. n.ever known suCh a 
meeting. . 

The c}im!ax ·of ,t'he ·s·e·rvice Sun!d'ay ,even-ing 'was w-h€u a. young ,mlltn olilme 
forwa'l'd Ju answer ,to the caU of Dr. Norris .• aDJd ·the s;en,ding ~f a telegram to 
the ,boy'·s foaroher, a we1l-k,nown Methodist mini·st·er in W·est ViT.gJinia. 

At th'e a:Ote.moon ser~oe Dr. Nards had singled' out ,tMs Y'0ung man and 
talk,ed WLt:h ,M.m, extracting a prO'lnlLS,e that :he ,wlOuld attend; ,the .s'ElI\'vices ,Sund'ay 
niglbt. He w·a's 'amO'I1g the last to answer the .calli, but wheu he 'Clilme ,Dr. Norr,i·s 
leaped from tJhe platform and Ithe two 'embraced, the young man weeping in a 
manner that brou.g!ht'liea'l'is to obhe eyes of hundr·ed·s· in tJhe con,gregliltion .. Lou'dly 



28 THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

and·. e1Jo!Q:uentJly ddd Dr. NOII'TII:s show rhi·s own teeUngrs u the young mwn felJl on 
hia neck and <mi.'ed: "I have three· boy.s, God, 'b!esrs 'them, aDd some daJY' some 
preac!her 'in a dH'staDJt srtJate ma.y. ·send out a call to tlhem; rand i'f ,tMs s·hould 
ever :hJaipfpen hoe wiH ,mow whalt mU'Slt be my feerlin.gSl to-mdg'ht," ·sa.id the Fort 
Worth mini'Biber, ''brut thds'is one of the gre'lIIt moments of iIllOY :Life, and ,befure 
I glO to bed iUHlJighit I 111m going to srend' tOOs boy's' t.wt:hJe.r a telegram· :i,n Wes't 
Virginia telJlii'DIg ,him· Ms boy is s'ared. 

May 13th: 

M()l'e 't'b-an 7,000 ·San An'tJonia.ns;, '1'eproesenlting every raee and· il"6~igion stood 
. on tiptoe arnd received the thril!l of tlhrei.r Mves M()ndla.y ndght at the Baptim 
tabernacle when Dr. J. Frank 'NorrJs PeTfol'lllle·d wrhat 'he desc:r:ibedl IlJ& a "mlHJo'r 
opEmllt'ion on 'ce·rtain new&pa:pel'sI'; a:nd .bein.g a tra.in'oo and eff·icient ·ediiotw and 
neW.!!iIl8<per mran hiIDIS'e'lf ltJhe opemtion waS' pronoU:DICed s"Ucce,ssful .by BlI.'l wlha 
hea.rd rLt. Evreroy ~e1eT.en·ce t'o the ooDlddtdoDis w.h,ich the famKl'\lJS preach'er ·00Dl
pI·adned ot were en'OO~ed \IlJmost Ito a mranr. The w~ldle8't enrthum'asm 'prevailed, 
and !<l,r 'a time Ithe rafiVers ot the gr·eIIIt tabernlll.ruoe Ilairly cmcked an·d rattIe·d. 

Most Representatl~e Audience. 

'N!:e 8.u.dien'oo wu tlhe ·most· re;presenteMve Ito hear Dr. Norris 6iilIlJce he 
cam'S W San Antonio, as inddca4ed by a pol!l o·f thI8 d·enOlllldnl8Jt:ion·s present at 
th'e be:g;inning of the services. In tum ,the .Methodd:sltJs, P,resby;te'l'illlDS', Ollitholdcs, 
liuItIherans, (}ongregationalists' and Baptiets were aS'ked to stand; and it was 
d~ffieUllt ItJo ·estima.te w.hJioo. d'en:anid.nrllltion predomIna'ted. Also promdlllJeDlt kI1l.'D·s, 
m'en' an·d, ,prominent anJbi.-kllllDlSlmen 'Were very iIlluch in 'El'Vid'enC8 IaJDd IDJade no 
atte.m'pt to oon.ceal the.ir identity. One lliing W'8JS' oeI'ltain: F'l'8.!I1k rNorrirs wars 
in tJh'e ihous:e or 'hts frdenus and his 5>tock w'as goin-g IIIit a Pnmllium when ,bhe 
meetin'g alos:ed. 

Had t.b.ere beelll. even etan-d,ing or ,pa.rking ·S'PIIIC8 aVladla:ble Monda.y night 
tJhe .crowd would ;have been a, thim'.d: loarg·e:r. As it was peopdie Un·ad t/he -Sltreets 
and: stood at 'II. distan'C6 of ten 0'1' rftllteen f,eet from Ithe· remoUest section's of 
the taberimc1e rtJo hear the Jnteresti'ng iIll'esSI8.ge. Con-spi'cuo'IIJS d·n, ltihe iLudience 
were members of the In San Antonio Baptist church'es whlO ihad been allotted 
reserved sections. There 'Were hundreds in the aud.ience ,from as many towns 
within a 50 and' 75 mile ra:d:iIw! of :San Anton.to. 

. May 15th: 
NotwithistalIlJd1ng- the -downpour of rain tor an hou.r be'ro~ iihe serv.i(l8s 

w.e're SiClbeduIed to heg.in, and· on througlh tIlLe servdee, tlhie bdg ltape,rn;a,cle at 
~ourth &D·d ~aylor, where Rev. J. Frank NorriS J·s condooting 1'eIV:ivial servdoos, 
was filled with a capacity crowd Wednesday night. Because of the roar of the 
raihllall on :the fiaJt roof of the ·tlllbe'l'na'Ci1~ it wa.s impoS!Bd.ble fOil' il:ihJe g;reat 
audlielll.ce to ib..ear, 'and for Ith'at reason ,th'e 's'el'llll()n of M,r. NorM on· "My Vi-siit 
to :tJb.e Pope 'of Blome" was' iPoSlbponed, untdl Thru~sday ndgh.t. He 'lIID:nounced 
that dt wOI\l~d be 8 ca'l,m ju-d:i·cious diislCUsston of RomllllIl Catllrolici,sm an·d w1:tohout 
any ground IIor offens'e to any 1'IlKldi'Vdrual JWman ealtholic. 'He 'sltJaitJed ill'S was 
happy to know, :tba,t among his la.rge n'll'lD!be'1' ,of fN'en:dlS', 'aOOI iIllI8Inoy 'Wal'llll Iller· 
s·00'8.1 trlend·s·, many are !Roman OaJllholoics. . 

May 19th: 

-Delegations ftm as ~ &s 150 md:le,s attend·ed rtJhe big revival being held 
by rlte·v. J. Frank Nord'jJs, Fol't Worth ·eva.ngelils!l:, at the 'Sundoay .s·emce. A 
group of men f:rOIIll Taft WeT·e on ,llie pJ.81tf'Ol'IIll and' said': "We 'saw the aCcIounot 
of this meeting in the ;SIIID Antonio Ligh;t a.nd 'hav'e 'come to sa·e." Thiere WIllS 
also 18. big d'elegami()n from Lared'O. 

~he !huge taberlllacle was 'cr,owded to its capaci.ty, an-d 'peQP1e were stand
ing llllroun·d on ;the outsiue. "I hoave· be'en in SIIIn .AJntonio for 404 .yeaJl'S, and 
hoave ne'Verr s'een such'll. revo..vwl." rsaid a weH~kno,wn mti'Zen. It wa.s oan:noun'c·ed 
tbalt tJhere was· goin:g to be a big' barpti·zlng next ,Sunday a;1lterDIoon., in Sa.n 
Ped.oo lPaJl'k. . . 

May 23rd: 

Thursl(}l8iy ndght WIllIS th'e grealte,st of 8J1 o·f the IIlI8eting19 hedng bJelid by J. 
Frank Non-i,s· of Fort Wo~t1L in tlhe tabern'acle 'rut Fourth. 1I.III.di T8!Y'lor S'treElits. 

The .big tabernacle was 'filled Ito ovei!'fi'OW'ing; tih'e 'sdd,ewaUcs' wrere .(lrowd'ed 
a.roundl the ,f;ajbernaclJe. ·Ol,d·-Itim'e 's'hooting was ,he'aTd It WUJSI tlhe fi.l'ISIt that 
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some ,of the ',people Iha'll ever 'S'8e11l. It had n'ever beein l118en he'fore in San 
Antonio. The pe'oplle ~e dlared. not knoWling wlhlat w do or say. But ,tJhe 
pend tenrts kept 'OOlIlIing Ill'll in &treams to tf.ih'9 altar. 

Over 20,000 Witness Baptismal Sell'vice 
May 26: 

Sunday alternoon it was estimated tha.t from 20,000 to 25,000 were present 
to witD'ess the Scriptural ordinance of baptism at San Pedro Pa.rk. Mayor 
John Tobin and Chief of Police Van Riper we're on hand two hours before the 
time, superintending and directing the surging mass of humanity. Rev. J. 
Frank Norris officia.ted. 

Teeming thoU'sal1-ds of all classes, ages, creeds and colors were in an in
tensely reverent mood. The banks were' lined and the hiUs were covered. 
There was no laug'hter, but tears coursed down the c'h'eeks of many of the old 
saints who wept, and even hardened sinners were moved as they witn'essed 
the -impressive scene thlllt .represented the dea.th, burial and resurrectiQn of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Scores Confess Faith at Night. 

At the night~service scores clllIDe up confessing their sins and uniting with 
the church, an1i it was announced ,that there would be another baptizing next 
Sunday afternoon. The meeting continues 'throughout the week. Dr. J. Frank 
Norris, notwithstanding the heavy strain on him and his voice, came before 
the great audience last night as fresh and vigoroU's llS he did the first service 
of the campa.ign. 

May 27th: 
The huge tabernacle was packed, and people were standing around the 

edge Mond'ay night a't the evangelistic campaign conducted by Rev. J. Frank 
Norris. Notwlthstan'ding that last nightt the revival was entering the fifth 
week, 'the attenda.nce not only has held up, but-shows an increase for the 
week nights. Delegations from the twenty-on'e Baptist church'es here were 
pre'sent, and they all 'Stood and sang special songs, There was great enthus
iasm. The. 'entire audience was moved w.ith deepest emotion when every,body 
Jltood and sang, "Blest Be the Tie ,that Binds." A fine, happy Christian spirit 
of fellowship has characterized the meeting from the beginning. While Dr. 
Norris came officially, as the guest of the First Baptist 'Church, yet other Bap
tist pastors and churches have Suppol'ted the meeting mos't loyally and have 
worked at it earnestly. 
, , 

May 31st: 
Notwithstanding the rain, the big tabernacle a.t Fourth and Taylor was 

filled Friday night. Th'e interest in the revival continues unabated. Friday 
night scores were converted. Among 'those who came up was one man that 
had been out cif ,the church for 52 years, and his tears of JOY were uncon
cealed over his coming back. 

One of the most interesting and happy cases was a man who is well 
known and well 'beloved by everybody in San Antonio-"Sunny" Blevins. He 
mounted the pla.tform and said: "I have stood ,and played ,before great audi
ences; they have cheered and applauded me, but, my friends, I had more joy 
in comlng'down that aisle to-night and taking my stand for Christ than 'all 
the other joy I ever experienced before." 

The great audience was vls'l-bly moved, and applauded as this well-known 
young man stood and gave this testimony. 

June 2nd: 

Notwithstanding lightning, thunder, 'and a' terrific downpour of rain, the 
big tabernacle at Fourth and Taylor 'streets was packed Sunday night and 
people were standing around the outside. With the downpour on the fiat 
roof, f.t was with great d'ifficulty that Rev. J. Frank Norris was heard, but his 
voice was not the leas't ,bit husky, although three times a day he had used it 
for five weeks. M; the caoJl for penitents! sqore3 calIle trom, all over the aUdl-
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ence. Old, gray"haired men, young men, 'boys and girls, young married 
couples-the largest number of conversions yet. The personal workers went 
throughout the audience. Rev. M. C. Eidson, pastor of th'e Beacon Hm Bap· 
tist church, brought up eight. Among the first to come was a policeman in 
his uniform. He is known as the "smiling policeman" of San Antonio. His 
smile was abund'arut and- evident to the great audience when he came up and 
gave the preacher hIs hand, confessing the Lord Jesus Chri,s't as his Saviour. 

An in,teresting feature was a certain man who has not been known for all 
over·amount of intelligence-in fact, some of the ushers asked him to stay 
away from the front in the f!.rst pal't of the meeting because he w~s causing 
a disturbance, was a nursan-ce, .but last night this same half-witted fellJ.ow 
went back in the rear of the audience and brough't up on'El of the'most intelli
gent men In tJhe city of San Antonio. 

Another Huge Baptisill'lg 
Eviden.bly nothing 'has ever hit San Antonio that draws a crowd like a 

great baptizing. Great crowds that filled and jammed San Pedro Park a week 
ago were duplicated Sunday afternoon. No irreverence, but quietly, the teem
Ing thousands loooked ()n~ha.t is, as far as they could .get near enou~h to see. 
The baptizing was characterized by many interesting 'features. Whole families 
were baptized-husband and wife, moth'er and children. 

June 5th . 

. The big tabernacle revival conducted by J. Frank Norris wUI come to a 
close Sunday night. In'stead of t'he attendance fall'ing off, as is usual In a 
long six-week campaign, just the reverse has been true !With Ms revival, an'd 
it's aill the more remarkable when it is considered that this is not an inter
denominational, 'union' meeting. Never was such crowds at a revival meeting 
in th'e history of San Antonio for so long a time. This week, Dr. Norris has 
been preaching both day and night on the great fundamental doctrines of 'the 
Christian faith. There was a long line of converts Wednesday night. Thurs
day morning his theme was "Th'El First Resurrection," from the text, "Blessed 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection."-Rev. 20: 6'. 

First· Baptist Church, San Antonio, Raises 
$200,000 for First Unit of Million Dollar 

Church Building. 
Toward the close o,f the evangelistic camp'aign' 1ed by .Dr. Norris, the 

First Baptist Church, San .I\ntonio, subscribed $200,000 towards, an enlarge-
" ment of their 'building. This is a striking illustration of the fact -that when the 

spiritual life of a chl1l'ch is quickened it !s ,always possible to find money to 
meet the ehul'Ch's need. 

We are praying that Dr. Norris' coming to Torqnto wiH result, under 
the ,blessiu'g of God, in deepening the s'piritual life of thousands of Christians, 
as well as in the conversion of thousands of the unconv,erted. 
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The Norris Campaign 
DR. J. FRANK NORRIS 

wiII preach twice daily in Jarvis Street Baptist Church 
(corner of Gerrard St.) August 3rd to 31st. 

Service- illl Massey Hall every S~nday Evening 

. The Sunday services will be at 11 and 7; the week
day services at 3 and 7.30. 

, ? 

Take Carlton or College (H arbonl instead of Coll~ge 
on' Sundays) car to' Jarvis and walk one block south or 
north, respectively. or Church or Sherbourne car to Ger
rard Street and \\;a,lk one block east or west, respectively. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKERS 

are ;eminded that Dr. Norris is Pastor of the largest Bible School in' 
America, and probably in the world. with an average attendance of 
nearly five thousand. ,He will give several addresses to Bible School 
workers while in Jarvis St, All interested in endeavouring to bring 
young people to Christ. irrespective of denomination, will be·welcome. 
Watch -'the .daily iH~wspapers for partic11lars of these services. 

AN APPEAL TO ALL CHRISTIANS. 

We are Jiving in days wheil every fundamental of the Chris!ian 
faith is either questioned or denied. It is well to do wnat we can, 
to contend for the faith. But in the last analysis only God Himself 
can demonstrate the truth of His own Word; only a great spiritual 
revival can'stem the tide of unbelief which 'seems to pe running at 
the flood. 

Is it not' a ,time when all' who really believe in a divine Saviour, 
in a supernaturally inspired ~ible. and in the power of the gospel to 
transform human lives. should unite their hearts and voices in humbl'e ' 
and earnest supplication for an outpQuring of the Holy Spirit upon 
Toronto? 
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A WORD ABOUT JARVIS STREET CHURCH. 

For forty-three months, Jarvis Street Church has held three 
prayer meetings a week-Tuesdays, Thursdays ·and Saturdays. We 
have been praying continuously for a great revival. During that time 
strange experienges have come to us, but Gpd has made bare His arm 
in a wonderful way. Abou't 800 new members have been added to 
the church, the weekly sermOl~s published in this paper have go'ne to 
alI parts of the world, and have 'been read by thousands who have 
never seen Jarvis Street Ohurch. God has supplied all our needs, and 
has given us a delightful fellowship which makes our many services 
foretastes of heaven to mul'titudes of people. We are now praying that . . 
God will us~ Dr. Norris' ministry in Toronto to bring the larger 
spiritual blessing foi· which so many long have prayed. 

LET US GO FISHING. 

We invite all who know the Lord Jto unite with us in a great t 
effort to bring thousan~s of people who never go to church under the 
sound of the gospel. Dr. N orr·is cannot save souls, but it may be tha:t 
his unique ministry may be used of the Holy Ghost to touch mQny 
who never go to church at all. "Vill you help? 

A. TELEPHONE REVIVAL. 

Did you ever wonder what· the Apostle' Paul would have done if 
he had had a telephone? "Minded to go afoot" he. made many a lonl!' 
journey over rough roads to preach the gospel., If he could have sat 
in his study and -talked in turn t'o thousands he had never seen would 
he not have used .stlch an 0ppol'1:unity to talk about salvation? \Vill 
you not use your telephon.e in this way. Take your directory and 
select a number of' names a!1d when you have prayed for everyone. 
caB the people up arid invite them to come to hear Dr. Norris. \Vhy 
.should we not make th0t1sands of teiephone calls for the Lord and the 
souls' of men? And when you have used your telephone to promote a 
revival, dedicate your car,.if you have one. to the same purpose. In
deed, let us "by aU means save some." 


