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THE SECOND MILE . 
.,. Sermon by the Pastor. 

"Ana whosoever sllan contpel thee to go a mile,-go with him t1OOin."-.M&tt. v. 41. 

(The Pastor unexpectedly remained ill Milwaukee over Sunday and was thereicre unable 
to revise a sermon, and as so many requests have reached us for this lermon., which is out 
of print, it is republished to meet tha t demand.) 

As the RO'\11an soldiers were escorting Jesus to Cal \'ary _ "they 
found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name; him they compelled to bear 
His cross." And it is to this Roman custom of compelling whomso
ever Caesar's officers chanced to meet to do menial military service, 
the Saviour alludes in our text. \\Then speaking from the mount He 
anticipated the hour when He would leave Pilate's hall in HIS journey 
to Golgotha. All the circumstances of that great tragedy were ever 
present to His view:. The whole scene w·o~ld be, to Him, prophetic 
of the attitude of different classes of men, and ·of -the world generaJ.ly, 
toward ·Himself. Every person gathered about that cross was repre
sentative of other persons who, in succeeding generations, would, 
of necessity, give some answer to the proclamation of Pilate's decision 
to crucify Him; and wouId elect what attitude they would assume 
to\vards the Crucified. And there -is Simon-compelled to go a mile, 
bearing His cross: and Je·sus sees him from t'he mount, even as He 
saw us. And in this text. if I may be aI-lowed to paraphrase it, Jesus 
is saying to us to-day: "When ~y cross is laid upon you ,and you are 
compelled to bear it; when its influence has so permea-ted society 
that many of the prindiples of My teaching hav·e become crystallized 
into ctlstoms, and others into s-tatutory requirements, so that the bear
ing- of My ·cross. in much of- its meaning, becomes a lega-I obligation, 
which you are compelled to undertake: then, when you have trodden 
the mile you are compelled ·to go, and -the law releases its grip, and 
gives you permission. to lay down the cross -Oon the top of the hiH
show that you are My dis-ciples by v01unteering for the second mile. 
Identify youl"'self with the cross. and with Him who died thereon. 
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and walk with Him the second mile, which stretche's away from 
Golgo'tha to beyond the gates of pearl." 

I shall try: therefore, to show you that the atmosphere of heaven, 
the "heavenly places," the companionsh~p of angels, the fellowship of 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, all lie beyond ,the limit of the first mile; 
that heaven is a fraction over a mile away from the place where a 
man begins to wa~k the mile of duty impDsed by law. ., 

I. The first mile is a common !track, for it is not uncommon for 
men to yield such senrlice as they are compelled to give. :Many yield 
to the cDmpulsion of the firs,t mile in family life. There are husbands 
who are faultlessly attentive. but not consider~te; who are scrupu
lously poHte, but never manifesltly affectionate. There may be wives 
who are publicly, apparently, proud and fond of their husbands, who 
privately are only civill; who are too pol~te to be petulant, but too 
selfish to be ~ind. There ,are parents who are respectably prDvident 
Df everything but sympathy. and strictly just in dispensing every
thing but gerutlene'ss .. And there are children who are respectfully 
obedient to their parents' express commands, but are 11o't thought
fully serv'iceoable; who are civil to each other. but seldDm unselfishly 
helpful and ldnd. But someone will ask: "'\That keeps. such families 
together?" Merdy the law Df respectability. By that law they are 
compelled to gO' a mil'e. 

You witl find some people yielding to' the cQmpulsion of the first 
mile in social life. outside the. family circle. HDW many walk the 
paper-flowered mile, and wear ·t'he smile by law established, ";vhile 
they leave their hearts at home! Many of the accepted customs and 
habits of life in refined circles. so-caUed. do nDt at all express the 
tastes .or characters of those whO' observe them. They are Dnly the 
particut.ar dres~ required by the king Df fas'hion's court; and men and 
~vomen ·conform to them because they are compelled. And the same 
principle hQlds gOQd in Qur wider social relatiQns. There are many 
whO' are nO' better than self-interest or public Qpinion make them. 
Many enjoy a reputation fQr benefi<;ence whO' are a;bQut as much 
entitled to' it as a man would be whO' gives up his mQney when he 
feels a revQlver at his head. 

And this same compulsiQn Qperates in commercial life. The 
measure of SQme men's honesty is the measure Qf his first mile. I.t is 
amazing that men should be fQund w'hQ boast Qf their honesty because 
they pay Qne hundred cents Qn the dQllar, and give sixteen Qunces to' 
the PQund; that they should strut around as a species of unfledged 
angels, because, for'sQoth, they Qwe nO' man anything! As though 
the rest Qf us were unaware that there are prisDns and Qther unCQm
fQrtable things fQr t'hose who give Qnly ninety-nine cents and fifteen 
Qunces. There. are many in bus.iness to-day who never Qverstep by 
SO' much as an mch the hQnest mIle they are cQmpelled to' gO'. 

The principle Qf the first mile determines to'o Qften the relatiQn 
Qf emplQyer and employed. 'flhere are employers with whom it is a 
fixed rule to' make nO' concessiQ~s to ,their wo~~-people unless they 
are compelled. In wages. and tIme, and condItIons of labour. they 
shQW no consideratiQn for anyone but themselves. And there are 
workers who are not one whit better. Apparently they have nO' 
conscience at all .. -r:he:r. WQuld glory III recei~Ting a f1111 day's pay. 
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for two hours' work if they could compel their employer to give. it. 
And failing that, it is their rule to give the mi~imum of service for 
the maximum wage. In quantity and quality of labour they keep 
striCtly to' the first mile; and when the wh~stle blo,vs at the mile 
limit they are on the street before it has finished its blast. It is 
impossible that differences 'between Capital and Labour should be 
amicably settled within the first mik 

The compulsion of this first mile, moreover, determines for 
many the length of their Sabbath day's journey; or, in other words, 
its limits are the exact measure of their religious life. In all their 
religious exercises they do no more, they go no farther than they 
are compelled. They have never outgrown the question, "What 
must I do to be saved?" That is a good and important question for a 
convicted sinner; but it is a lamen'ta'bly low standard for a Christian 
houg-ht with blood. Yet there are many who are never weary asking, 
"'Vhat must I do to 'be saved?" And they will do no more than they 
judge is necessary to save their own selfish, shrivelled little souls. 
These are they who pick and choose 'between Chris't's command
ments. Thev label some as "non-essentia:ls", and with these they 
,vill have nothing to do, because 'they may, as they think, be saved 
without them. They read as much of the Bible as may be necessary 
for them to know "'Vhat must I do to be saved?" but beyond that it 
is convenient for them to be ignorant of its teac'hnigs. They wouM 
cross the continent on their knees if that were made a condition of 
salvation; 'they would pray night and day; ,they would give no1' one
tenth, but nine-tenths of their income, or even ten-tenths, if that 
\vere necessary to save their wretched, selfis'h. contracted, infinitesimal 
fragments of wha..t God meant to be a soul. They are resolved to 
save that. 

A'll, SimoJl! thou dost not volunteer to lift so much as an ounce 
from the sho1-tlders of ,the "Man of Sorrows"; thou seest no cross until 
the strong hand of the law impresses thee, and lays the cross upon 
thee. Yes. that ,is Christ's cross thou bearest, bu't thou art carrying 
it to save thyself, not to save Him; it will crucify Him, but not thee. 
Ah. Simon! There is no blood on the cross which needs compulsion 
to bear it. Thou wilt lay it down on the top of the hill, and when 
thou hast seen it crimsoned with thy Saviour's blood, then, perhaps, 
thou wi1-t volunteer to carry it another mile. 

Is Simon a Christian? Hush! "] udge not. that ye be not 
judged." It is something to have come to Calvary, even though 
driven there by Sina;i. The first mile is' not far from the second. 
Perhaps Simon will see the -blood and understand. Only let no one 
presume. There is no heaven within the reach of that first mile. 
"By the deeds of the law shall no flesh living be justified." A man 
may carry His cross an.d never touch the Crucified. You may profess 
the name without possesing the nature of the Son of God. God's 
true children are not under the Jaw of the first mile, but under the 
free g-race of the second. 

II. Let us now look at the transcendent course of the second 
mile. Naturally itiies just beyond the firs,t. Shall I show it to Y,oti 
in the hom,e, in society, in husiness. in religion? It is not the affec
tion yott feel for 'your' , .. ,jfe, but that which makes itself felt in a 
hundred unrequested little ,ministries. Your wife's second mile is 
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not her well ordered home; it is the atmosphere which 'is as insepar
able from her presence as fragrance from ~ flo\\rer; it is that 
mysterious something which makes home "sweet home." And you 
children, Hsten: Your second mile is the thing you do for mother 
which she did not ask you to do, but which you know she would be 
plea1sed to have done. For that is the very heart of the text: not the 
service commanded, but 'that which is volunteered; not civility, but 
kindness; not the conventional "thank you," but the warm apprecia
tive smile which accompanies it .. The second mile is your attitude 
toward the amusement in which you might engage without harm to 
yourself, but with Which you will have nothing to. do because your 
example· might work injury to another. . 

In business, behind the counter, it is the extra half-ounce to the 
pou.nd., the extra inch to the yard~by God's measurement that' inch 
is one full mile. It is the merchant's frank description of an inferior 
artiCle; his refusal 'to take advantage of hlis customer's ignorance . 

. You say that is. not business-I did not say that it was. Most of the 
business houses are built within fhe limits of the first mile. But 
there are vacant lots for sale on the second. There is valuable real 
estate to be had there. There are splendid sites for factor'ies, and 
warehouses, and stores, and offices; and a garden where flo.wers 
bloom and birds sing, goes with every lot. T/lere are none too many 
stores 0'0 the second mile, and competition is not particul'arly keen. 
But many 3:n embi'ttered hear.t, longing to find a human. ministry .of 
love, waits to enrich the man wh:o will open a store on that un
frequented street. And you may walk the second mile outside the 
counter of a little corner store. It is the customer's consideration
his or her remem'brance that the merchant's time is nioney. Bargain
hunters never go shopping in the second mile. This unpopular mile 
is that lady's refusal to let the shopman send a. man and horse and 
wagon a mile with a parcel weighing less 'than half a pound. It is 
the path she walks while carrying it herself. . 

. You may walk the second mile from pole to pole-on a telephone 
wire. What a nerve-racking business that telephone operating must 
be. The first mile will demand nerves of steel and the promptness 
and accuracy of a machine of the operator, and will scold in pitiless 
tones if these are not forthcoming. I read of a poor girl, a telephone 
opera<tor, after a day of trying- to satisfy first mile scolds, going out 
and committing suicide. Ah! the first mile leads always to cruci
fixion and has driven many a weary soul to death. I heard of a 
telephone girl who turned to another and said. "He's a pa,tient man. 
I was flustered and gave him the wrong number four times, and he 
said so kindly, 'You gave me the wrong number four times, operator. 
Try C?nce again.' I'd like to meet that man." And the other en
quired. "'Vhat was his number?" When she was told, 'she said. "I 
know him; he is my minister." "Then." said the other, "I'm .g-oing
to hear him preach next Sunday." Oh. yes! The second mile. if 
practised generally. would fill all our churches with happy, grateful 
worshippers ; ~nd would speedily make up 'the \total of the mttltitude 
which no man 'can number before the throne where God shall wipe. 
away all tears from their eyes. 

-The' employer's seccincl' mile is th~ voluntary increase in wacres.: 
the spontaneous recognitio·n of the worker's worth'. The ·emplov~e's· 
second mile is the conscience he puts into his work. and his readiness 
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to consult his employer's interests as well as his own. If' Capital 
would erect its factories, and Labour establish its unions on Seco~d 

. Mile Road, strikes would be unknown. 
But what is the second mile religiously? Ah, that is the charm 

of it! It is all religious. It is sacred. It is ~ssentially a' Christian 
mile; it runs through all a Christian's domestic, social, and business 
relati'Ons. He walks it on Monday as well as on Sunday.- It is the 
substitution of the Christian's "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" 
for the sinn.er's "\i\That must I do to be saved?" The first mile is 
Martha's wearisome kitchen, where service . cumbers' because it is 
compelled; the second is Mary's alabaster box of ointment of spike
nard, whose odour carries the silent message of Christ's presence 
through all the rooms of the house, and is wafted ~way by the wind 
of the Spirit to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

The second mile is,vhere we 'show that we are Christians: "If 
ye do good to them which do good 'to you, what thank have ye? for 
sinners also do even the same. And if ye lend to thehl of whom ye 
hope to receive, what thank have ye? for 'sinners also lend to sinners 
to receive as much again. And if ye love them ,.."hich love you. what 
reward have ye? do not even the publ.icans the same? And if ye 
salute your hrethren only what do ye more than others? do not even 
the publicans !'o? That is the measure of our wi,tnessing for 
Chri"t. W'hat we do more than others. Publicans and sinners. the 
world. the flesh and the devil, in Sunday clothes. will hear us com
pany when one compels us to go a mile; but they all ·stop at the 
mile limit. and we begin to show that we are Chl"i'stians when we "go 
with Him twain." 

But we go in better company. \i\T e join hands with all the holy 
prophets. There:we are in the goodly fellowship of the 'apostles, 
we walk in step with the nroble army of mart~rrs! and wi,th the holy 
church throughout all ages. This second mile lies beyond the wilder
ness. across the Jordan. It is the promised land. ·and flows with milk 
and honey. Here are the restful pastures of tender grass. and the 
w:lters of quietness. This is the path of righteousness. wherein we 
are led for Chri'st's name's sake that He may be glorified in ns. Here 
angels spread dainties for weary Elijahs, ·and come to minister to 
snch as 'have been tempted of the devil. The wilderness and the 
solitary pla·ce are made glad for all who walk in it, and for their ~akes 
the desert rejoices and blossoms a·s the rose. 

But whose hands removed the stones and plucked the thorns? 
Whose feet were they who first explored this holy. happy. second 
mile? From the place where God made man in His own image. and 
pnt him in t'he garden to dress it and keep it, to where "He drove 
out the man. and placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherubim' 
and a flaming s'Word, w'hioch tnrned every way to keep the way. of tthe 
tree of life"-that was God's first mile. the thing which. in simple 
instice, He was compelled to do. But raise thine eves! Look! look! 
Yonder th~t mysterious trac'k from gates of pe~rl to Bethlehem, 
stretching away through Egypt. Nazareth, and Capernaum. and up 
to the holy city, and anon to Calvary, and throngh the grave. up 
yonder ~to the everJaslti-ng doors-that 'blood-marked tra'ck, which in 
the giving of His all. our ble'st Redeemer trod-that is God's sec~nd 
mile! I charge you to receive His spirit, take up His croS's. and go 
with Him twa"in-to glory. · 
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! THe 'publicatiO~ of 'this paper as a missionary e,,~erpri~e is made ~ssible by the gifts of 
. members of· JarvIS Street Cliurch and others, and IS sent to subscr.bers by mail 'for $2.00 

(under cost) per year. If any of lohe Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing . 
we sh.an be grateful .for any thank·offering you may be able to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time.; a,!d. espeCially for your frayers ~ha t the messa.ge of The Witness may be used by 
the .Holy SPirit for the defe~ce 0 .the Falllll, the salvation of souls, and the exhaltation of 
O!trlst. As o.ur .f~nds make It pOSSible,. w.e hope to add to our free list, from time to time, 
tlie names of ministers at home and mlSSlonartes abroad. 

EDITORIAL 
THE BAPTiST BIBLE UNION AT MILWAUKEE. 

The Baptist Bihle Union of North America held i,ts second An.nual Meeting 
at Milwaukee, Wis., May 26th and 27th. T,here was a graHfyilllg attendance 
from the beginning. Many more members came in on the Tuesday, s·o that by 
Tuesday after,noon and evening there was a great crowd. 

Dr .. T. T. Martin's address on "·Christ or Hell" laid the emphasis where 
Christ Him&elf put i,t, and from whi·dh the s·o-called "social servi'ce" craze 'has 
tranSlferred it, name'ly, on the future life. 

Dr. Straton's address in the evening, which was characteristically C'lear and 
for·ceful, was a grea't dclivera'nce. It was the climax of :his campaign desoigiled 
,to effect a·n investigation of the F·orei'gn Mission Society of the Northern 
Baptist Convention, of which we shall 'have more ~o say later. The add'ress 
made a tremendous impression. 

The first address' of Tuesday morning by Pastor WiJ1iam Fetler on "How 
I Discovered M'odernism A:m'ong American Baptists, and W.hy I :founded the 
Russian Missionary Society," was a reve!ati'on of ,the inroads of Modernis~ 
upon our Ba'ptist 'life, and wiH be heard as a message of warning throughout 
the Continent. 

Dr. J. \V. Porter, the great warrior fr·om the South, spoke with great power 
on t<he subject, "The Bioble ,the Only Basis of Fellowship Among Baptists." 
Dr. P'orter's address'es are a·lways p.rofound, and ~hey are so 'crystal c1e·ar that 
the mind can see into their d'ee·pest depths without difficulty. 

In the afternoon Dr. W. B. Riley gave tremendous momentum too the 
marching army of Fu·ild·a:mentalists in 'his ·great address on "The Liberty of' 
Faith vs. T.he Li,eense of Infidelity." For intellectua'l a·nd spiritual force, Dr. 
Riley is a Saul among his brethren: "From his shoulders and upward he was 
higher than any of the 'people." We have Ibeen thriHed by this great Ohri&tian 
w3Irrior many Hmes; but we ·have never seen an audience more prof·oundly 
moved t'han by this address. Its' logic lWas :irresistible; i:ts loyalty to Christ and 
the Scriptures; its appeal to,t'he testimony of Christian experience; its search
ing ana'lysis of the elements ·of infidelity by whi·ch the very life of the Deitom
i,nation is menaced-all these things constituted a call to a fresh consecration 
to Ithe task of con'tending ·for t'he f·aith ·once for aU delivered to the saints, 
which ,found a ready response in the hearts of his 'hearers, as it will also find in 
the hearts of the thousands of ·others who will read the printed message. At 
the evening sessio.n, t'he President .f the Union delivered ,the address whi·ch 
was printed in ,last week'·s issue ·of 'Dhe Witness. 

During the succeeding evenings, meeting·s ·of the Copnci! of the Union, and 
as maony others as cou'ld be accomm·odated, were ·held ·at the Union Head
quarters-Hotel Medford. These meetings were mountain-top experiences. 
On two occasions nearly two hours were spent in earnes.t p·rayer. T'he Spirit 
of God Hi·mself seemed to conduct the music, as th·ese uncompr.omising 
soldiers of the Cross sang two hymns repeatedly, w'hich 'became faV'Ourites: 
One, "How firm a foundation ye saints of -the Lord"; and the ot·her, "HO'ld the 
fort, f·or I am coming." One veteran suggested' an alteration in the seco·nd 
verse of the latter, .and it was sung as f'ollows: 

"See the Modernists advancing; 
Satan leading on; 

Mi·ghty men around us faLling, 
Courage almost gone!" 

We commend this hymn and ,this ,new version to Fundamentalists everywhere. 
Many o·f the brethren ·expressed a desire for servi.ces on Saturday night, 

f 
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an~ ~unday a#ernoon an:d evening. 0.11 Saturday evening, the meeting was 
held III Immanuel Church, ,of which the Rey. Mr. Kamm is the hospitable 
Past'Or. Dr. F. W. Farr, 'by special request of the brethren, preached. We 
·~ay sincerely that ,that shi.gle address was wor,th crossing the Contionent to 
h~ar. Dr. Farr is one 'of the greatesot expository pr,eachers of America. It has 
,been our privi'le'ge to hea.r most of t'he men who are ranked as the greatest 
preachers of the w.orld: it is our deliberate judgment th·at we have never heard 
a 'greater mes,s'age than that delivered by Dr. Farr. We d'o not wonder that he 
is so greatly 'beloved in the West. Vie believe the whole Continent s'houlcl 
hear him. VVit'h one voice the bretlhren demanded ,that Dr. Barr be 'hea'rd again 
on Sunday aifterno·on. He graciously consoented to accept this extra burden, 
and ,gave us ,another mi!ghty exposition OIf Scri'pture, in every 'respect equal ~o 
that of Sat1,1rday evening. To 'hear Dr. Farr is t·o be .reminded of ,the Scri,p
ture, "Spring up, 0 weN." He ought to be 'heard at every Bible Conference 
it is possi:ble for him to attend in America. . , 

Sund.ay evening there were three .addresses: One tby Rev. E. 'E. Shields, 
Fidd Se,cretary ,of the Russia·n Missionary Society, on, ';Then were the 
disciples glad when they saw the Lord," emphasizing the trut'h that ,the true 
disci.ple may 'be known by his response to the vision of the crucified and risen 
ChriSll:. Tbe second add'ress was delivered by Pastor William Fetler. F'ollow. 
ing ~bis Pastor Dubarry, of France, spoke briefly, and won all hearts by the 
sweetness 'of 'Ms spir~t and the persuasiveness of his appeat 

Because of the difficulty which many members of ,the Union ~ound in 
remaining until Wednesday, it was decided to hold the fina;l meeting of the 
Urtic)Il ,for the electioon of officers and for ,the completion of unfinished bus,iness 
M·onday afternoon. The brethren gatlhered in fine fettle; and after a period 
of ·prayer and praise, ,t'he following officers were elected: President, Dr. T. T. 
Shield,s, Toronto; Vice-Presidents, Dr. VIl. B. Riley, Mi,nneapolis, for the North, 
and Dr. J. W. Porter, Louisville, for the South; Execu'tive Committee, Dr. A. C. 
Dbcon, Ba'\titmore; Dr. F. W. Farr, Los Angeles; Dr. \V. B. Hinson, Portland; 
Rev. John Linton, Montreal; Dr. R. E. Neighbour, Elyria; Dr. J. Frank 
Norris, Fort Worth; Dr .. Wm. L. Pettingill, Philadelphia; Mr. Max Schimpf, 
New York; Dr. J()Ihn Roach Straton, New Y'ork; Dr. O. W. Van Osdel, Grand 
Rapids. It will tbe noticed two Vice-Presidents wer~ ap.pointed-Dr. W. B. 
Riley for ·the N'orthern Convention, and Dr. J. W. Porter for 'ofhe .southern 
Convention; and that the Executive Committee has been ·strengthened tby the 
additioon of two 'strong men in the Wesot-Dr. W. B. Hinson, and Dr. F. W. 

::Farr; and by the additi·on of two &tro.ng men fr,om the East-Dr. John Roacl~ 
'Straton, and Mr. Max Stthiin,pf; and by a 'representative Ifl'Om 'Canada, who is 
d'oing a great work in Montrea.I-Rev. John Linton. 

Besides this, ·some important dedsi·ons were made Instruction was given 
to the Executive Commi,ttee to recommend such changes in .the ·Constituti·on as 
may be necessary to provide ~or the or·ganization of a Baptist Bi·ble Union 

. within the bounds of ,the Southern Convention; another within the .bounds of 
the N ort'hern Convellition; and others wit'hin the hO.l1nds of the Canadi'an Con
venti-Oons; and t'o submit su.ch recommendations to the next Annual Meeting 
of the Union. 

The Executive 'Committee was a'ls·o instructed to select and a,ppoill't a Fietld 
Secretary, w.ho would give his entire time to the work of the Uni·on. 

It was decided als,o that the Head'quarters of the Union should be rem'Oved 
from Torolllto to Chica'go, with Miss Et'hel M. Rebman as Secretary-Treasurer, 
in char,ge, a.nd it was fe1t that this would 'be more central to the 'prindpal part 
o·f the Union's constituency. The Exe,cutive Committee were instructed to 
effeet ,this change as soon as may be convenient. 

We S!hall have something ~o say elsewhere of the influence of rhe B.i,ble 
Union in the N ort'hern Ba'ptist .Convention. 

·Speakin.g ·()If the; meetings o,f the Union itself, we can on'ly say that their 
success exceeded our utmos't ex;pectations. We have never seen a happier 
fel'lowship. It wa& like a .gathering of 'hard-pressed s'oldiers, who had been 
fighting, some of them, in is·olated outposts, but who, on combng ~ogether, 
discovered they were parts o'f a great army. The seasons of prayer ·and .praise 
were ample compensation for all the time and expense involved in coming 
together. The morale ·of an army determines i,n a large measure its effective
ness as a fighting force. W·e ma:ke no secret ·of the fact that the Baptist Bible 
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Union is a militant onganiza'tion. Its watchword is "110 surrender." In· 
res-pect to the fundamentals of the faith, it ,will ,never compromise. It is deter
mined never to sa·cri,fice principle to p-olicy, ·but to be at aH times loya'l t,o "the 
faith once 'for all delivered to the saints." Judging by the morale of ,the Baptist 
Bi'ble Union, ·forces, -it is a power to ,be reckoned with. Instead of leaving the 
Convention, as Fund,amentalists 'have so often done, dispirited and d.ejected, the 
Bapti's,t Bib.Je Union f.orces went home wit,h ,hallelujahs in their hearts and upon 
their lips, determined to conduct an aggressive organizing campaign thr,oughout 
the coOuntry. T'he Union does not expect t'o win the war at conventions, but by 
steady, patient, and persevering eff·ort to organize every State in the United 
S~ates, and every Province in Canada, and thus too ·carty its ·message to the ,last 
church on. the American Contin·enf, and es'tablish everywhere centres of fellow
s'hip which witI prove ,places of refuge and refreshment for Baptist l'oyalists 
The existing State organizations reported a fine spirit among their member
s'hip, and a determination to pr,ose·cute a vigorous campaign ,for ,the enlistment 
of individual members and churches in t,he Union. 

The acti,on of t.he Fundamenta'list Leag,ue of Greater New York and 
Vidnity i.n coming into the Union, to 'be known henceforth as the Baptist 
Union ,of Grea'ter New York, has greatly strengthened ,our forces in the East; 
dnd similar action is contemplated 'by several other existing Fundamentalist 
grou.ps. There is not a sha.dow ·of a doubt that the Baptist Bi,ble Union withi,n 
" year witl become a mighty host. 

Dr. J. VIf. Po.rter announced at the meeti,ng of the Union that in ,the next 
issue of his magazine, "The Baptist Magazine", ,published in Louisville, Ky., he 
would publish all the addresses 'delivered at the Union meetings in Mi1wau~ee. 
The su:bscri'ption price is $1.50 per year. Vve hope t'hat hundreds of our sub
scribers wi'l1 treat themselves t,o a monthly visit to the virile publicati'On, of 
whioh Dr. Porter is the Editor. Su.bscri·ptions may Ibe sent to Dr. PoOrter, 
direct, at 2030 Confederate Place, Louisville, Ky., or ,they wilt be forwarded 
from The Gos,pel Witness offi,ce. 

THE NORTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 
It is permissible, we suppose, for an ,o,bserver to give his impressions oi 

the great meeting of the Northern Baptist Convention, especi·ally as that sec
tion of the Ba,ptist Bi'ble Union lying within the territory of the Northern 
Convention exeI;ted a great influence upon its find·ings. 
. President Shank was an admira'ble presiding officer. vVe have attended 

mallY c,onventions; but we Ihave never known ariy-one to p.reside with such 
consummate s'kil'l, with such per-fect grace an'd 'amia'ble spirit, and absolute 
fairness, as did PresideM Shank. If all .pr,ospective ,presidents could ,be given 
a c·ourse by President Shank in the art of presiding over a great as'sembly, 
it would do much to facilitate the work of deliberate bodies. 

Among the many items of businss trans'acted, three stand out as being 
of particular interest to us, because of their relation to the work of the Baptist ~ 
Bible Union: 

T,he first was the appointment 0'£ a commission to i,nv·estigate tthe work of 
the Foreign Missionary Sodety in respect to the charges ·of the prevalence of Il; 

Modernism on missi·on fields. Beyond all question, the appoin-tmen1 o'f this ~-
commis'sion was a victory to be credited to the New York B'a'ptist Bi'b.Je Union, 
formerly the Fumlamentalist League of New York. Unde'r the leadership of 
its Presid·ent, Dr. John Roach Straton, othis or.ganiza~i'on 'had focussed the 
attention ·of ,t.he Denomination upon the Forei'gn Missionary Society. In 
,consequence thereof, the headquarters ,office of the Baptist Bible Union, as 
well as the 'office of the Baptist Bi,ble Union in New York, had received num: 
erous communications from all parts of the country, and ·from Missi,on fields, 
respecting this matter. The Denomination .had be,en so stirred that even :the 
most pronounced modernists elected to -the Foreign Missi-on Society ·feared 
to offer objection to an investigati.on. Without conference wit,h each other, 
the Fundamentalist Committee, ·of which Dr. J. C. Massee. is Chairman,. and 
,the Baptist Bi'ble Uni'on 'group in the Northern Convention, prepared resolu-
tio,ns for submission to the Convention demanding an investigation. Dr. 
Massee's resolution was quite as strong as t:hat ,of the Bib'le Union group. 
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rthe '1'wo res·olutiolls differed chiefly in thi~: that t-ha't' of ·J;>r .. Ma~st:~·:.le~.t~·:t~~ 
app-ointment of the commissi.oll to the chair;. and that. o.f the B~!>le; V,~i.o~ 
gI'OU'P named five members, 'requesting that the ·chair be ··au,t-horized to app·oi,nt 
'five others, and the ten to elect an e1ev'enth as ·Chai'rman. The Bible Union 
resO'lution, .presented 'by D.r. Straton in the form of an ame.ndment· to. Dr. 
Massee's resolution, 'had ,the effe,et of c·alling the Conventio'n:"s at'tention' tli the. 
princi.ple that the effectiveness of such a ·Commissio.n would de.i>~nd enti.rety 
upon its personnel.' Ultimately, by consent, the two res·Qlutions. wer~. conj.-
bined, by the addition ·of a clausefr·om Dr. Straton',s res>ol~tioii, andthatig,.~g 
,the number of the commissi·oners fr:om' five to seven, t~ Ib~' .appoin.ted by b~~. 
chair. 'flhe chair announced on Su.nday the appointment of E. n. ·Rhoad:es, 
of Ohi,o: Harvey Remington', 'of New Y.ork;. Mrs.; C.H. Prescott, m OhiQ; 
Mrs. J. H. Nuween, of Illin·ois; the Rev. John Purg:eft,':of Ohio; Rev,,'A~b'er* 
v.,. Bea·ven, of Rochester; and Rev. J. C Massee, bf Mass'iu:htisetts~tne firsf 
two of whom were bwyers. The motion '~pPQin.ti!1lg this ;oom.rhissia:n .carrie·d· 
by a maJority ·of something over ·one ··hundred. Thus tlhe -1W·o· Fund'am~nt:i1ist 
group!! were found fighting together far the commqn. faith .... '. : . '.' '. :' 

The second item was lhe acce'ptance ,by the Convention of the .Stockholiif 
Conv·ention Message to the 'World. This was 'recomnie~ded ·in .:bhe President'. 
s·peech; ·and its ad.opti'On was later moved :by' Jud·ge F'reem.an, and s'l::c6Iided, 
by Dr. A. W. Beaven, o·f Roc\lester, a ,prc)\;,ounc'e4 ,modernist .. The Bi'bre' Uliion 
Confession ·of Faith, named fot' this p.!lrp~se, "The M-ilwaukee Declaration gf 
Faith", was ably presented Iby Rev. B. F. Fe.uman, ·of AI'bany, Oregon. .It 
was seco·nded by many from the fl,oor, ·.and ably ·supported by a contin'gent' of 
young men. It was most refreshing to observe that, not all young men. aTe 
rti-odernist: as a matter of fact, in the great Bible Union meeting the majority 
were young -mell. It was 1I0t expect-ed that this Dedaration ·of, Faii'h would 
pass. Fl'operty underst'Ood, there is v:ery little in tthe Stockholm Message' to: 
which Baptist Bible Unionii?ts would o;bject. ~t~ defects consis.t, .not so much 
in what it says; a's in what it leaves unsaid and i'lI the WQ:lbi·guity .!>f ils. phra·se-. 
olo'gy. For examp·le, ·this paragraph o,n "Religi.ous Lilberty": ',' ' " 

. "Religious liberty, in its ,broadest si.gnificance, implies the follow-' . ..;;. 
ing ·e~emen.ts: first, ,n'o human aut-hority' of any' kind; in s'ociety at·· .':: 
large, in church or state, ,has any right to re,pr·ess or hinder o'r thwart' ': . 
any man or gr·oup of men in the exercise of religi,o-us ·belief or worship. 
Second, the righ't 0.£ every lMan and ·gr·oup of -men' to ·ootnplele' freed'ont ." .:: 
in the search for. the wors'hip of, a.nd obedieblce 'to' God. T,hiro, f-tee- ' ... , 
d·om to tea-c'h and preach those .beJi.efs and -truths which men may' hold -i .,' 

as committed to them fr.om God to 'be made known to ·others." 

In its place in the Stockholm statement, ·it i-s admirable; as it was de
signed as ·a message to the world, ·especially to define the Baptist concept·i,on 
o:f li'berty i-n their relatio.n t·o .ecclesiasti-ca:l and State aut-h·orities.· But we 
shall 'be happily surprised if, -in time to come, it is 11I0t invoked as a justifica
tion ,f.or that license which Unitarians -claim 't·o teach Unitarianism in Baptist 
institutio.ns. If the commissi·on s'b-ould find that Modern,ism is raillllpant in 
schoO'I and chur·ch on Missi'on fields, and ·any action looking to its correction 
is ,pr·op'osoo, we should not be surprised if s·orne sohould quote the&e word'S 
as approved by 'the Northern Baptist Convention: "The ri.gh-t of every. man 
and ,group ·of men to Icomplete freedom in the se·ardh for, the worship of, and 
o,bedie'nce to God: the freed'om, t·o teach and prea·ch these be·liefs and truths 
which men may .hold as committed to them from God to be made .known ·to 
others." 

Be that as it may, on!! thing is certain: the Stockholm Mes!!age, as a' whole, 
commits the Northern Convention t-o a confession of belief in s1,1pernatu'r.alism, 
a·nd has in it many things to which it would seem impossvble for many mod
ernists si,ncerely to subscriibe. Thus, the acceptance of t-his Message, 'by ·i~se1f 
considered, was a Fundamentalist ra'ther than a Modernist.victory. On tthe. 'other 
hand, there ,i-s not the ,shadow of a douibt that it was v,oted for by t'he modern
ists as the ,lesser of two evi,ls. It was because it 'W·a·s known that 'there .waf no 
es'ca,pe from facing 1'he ·issue of a statement of f.aith of sorne sort ;th'~t! the 
Stockholm sta'tement was pl'esented. . "',.",, , 

The'1'hird -d-ecisi'o.ri of importance was .. the adoption. oJ ;in .alte.r.nate ;n~a.ding 
course ·for candidates' for ordination. The reading course ad,o.pted a year or 
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so ago .was a~most wholly modernist j.n complexi·on. It will now he possible 
for candidates to comply with the Convenlti'on requirements, and at the same 
time take a conservative course. 

A Few Side-Lights. 
A few sid'elights on the Convention as a whole may 'be interestin'g. At 

such gatheri.ngs men reveal t,hemselves. 'Dhere was a time when Dr. James 
A. Francis was looked upon as loyal to 't·he faith of Christ. From this Con
vention f.orward, he wi'll be 'l!;nown as the subtle enemy 'of Fundamentalism. 
The spirit of his key-note sermon will not 'be ,lost upon those who stand for 
the 'historic Baptist p·osition. When a man wi~h the Book 'of inspi-ration bef.ore 
him enquires -whether he is 1;0 inter,pret Ghrist through the 'medium of a first 
centu·ry Jew, or through the medJium of a twentieth century Gentile, thus by 
im,plicati.on denying t'he unique c'haracter of the inspiraHon of Scrip~ul'e, ,he 
has la·ken a long step on -the M()dernist road. -Dr. Francis' caustic speech, a.nd 
bitter innuendos, reveal his attitude as one who can be OOUllited upon to serve 
with the strategists of ~he Modernist army. When the Stockh·olm Message 
and the Milwaukee Declaration 'of Faith were before the Conventi()n, Dr. 
Francis, wil() appea'red twice on tlhe Conventiori. programme, and who, had 
he . possessed even the most elementary conception ·of miIllisteria'l courtesy, 
would have ·been willing that other men should .have a.n opportunity to deliver 
their soul, rose, and in scor.nful and almost contempotu'ous tones remaorked that 
he was not g.oing to make a speec'h, but thM -he -had ·risen to ask how many 
were tired of this sort of thing; and when ,many 'hands wer·e r·aised, he sa-id, 
';Then I move the previ-ous question." Thus debate was throMled ,by a man 
who had had two opportunHies of aimin·g 'his s'hafts at Fundamentalism and 
Fundamentalists. Dr. Francis 'has not yet g·one to such lengths in apen speec·h 
as Dr. W.oelfkin and others; but he is weB over the crest 'of the toboggan 
slide; and one need n'ot Ibe a pl10phet to predict where he wiU S'hortly arrive. 

On the Wednesday evening, a so-called ,pageant was presented, said to 
have been prepared :by Dr. Arbuckle. We did n'ot ·go to o'bserve it: instead, 
we Ihad a great meeting of Bahle Union,ists ,for prayer and praise. We are 
unable t·o understand why Ba·ptists should seek to -instruct people in ama.teur 
theatricals. We were i·nformed 'by some critics, whose ·opinion we value, that 
the so-c·alled pageant was artistically weak as it was fhe.ologicaUy .pernicious. 

We think our readers will be interested, in 'this ·connection, .to read the 
fonowing advutis'ement which' appeared in the MJlwaukee Journal, Saturday, 
May 31st, a'nnoo.ncing the ·service 'of the Unitarian ·Church, ·corner of Ogden 
and Astor Streets: 

. UNITARIAN CHURCH 
We invite you 1;0 hear 

DR. CHAS. H. ARBUCKLE 
A liberal leader ·from B'ost-on in 

the Bap:ti-st Convention. 
Has subject is 

THE COMMUNISM OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. 

At th'e Sund·ay morning service, June 1st, the m'lnis.ter ·o"f ,the U.nitarian 
Church introduced Dr. Arbuok·le ion the foU.owing words (sten'ographically 
reported) : 

"I am happy t·hat we hav·e f,orgotten ·our diff·erences; and .l'hat we 
-have found t·hat our faith Qnd ,our work ov·erlap many unexpected 
·bounds. I had an Hlustration of that two -or three years a.g.o. I had 
to ·be in Boston over Sunday; a,nd the minis.ter who wa's sent to me 
from our Unitarian Headquarters in Ohicag'o was a pr.ofessor ()f Chi
'cago Divinity School, who preaclhed ,here. W'hen in Newton Centre, 
from which Dr. A'l'Ibuckle comes, I Iheard that the ,previ·ous Sunday the 
Unitar·ia·n mimster 'had ·been suddenly t-aken ill; so they step.ped across 
the street to the friendly Baptist chul'ch, of w'h'iclh Dr. A1'Ibuckle i. 
pastor, and. they 'asked a professor o·f Newton Seminary in. He taught 
Bible School at ten 'o'clock in the Ba.ptist Chur.cih; and a:t eleven 
·o'clock 'he stepped acr·oss the street and gave the Unitari-an·. churclh, Ii~ 
which I was brought up, some ·of th'e good and true gospel. So I feel 
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this mDrning as thDUgh Dr. Arbuckle, wlhD has been 50' happily as
·signed 'during the time Df the Baptist CDnventiDn, is nDt a stranger, 
,but a,n ·Dld friend." 

11 

·Thus we' are informed by a Un:ita:rian pastDr that prDfessors Df ChicagO' 
University and Df NewtDn TheDIDgical Seminary are quite acce·ptabl.e in Uni
tarian pl1ipits. This is what FundQmenta:lists everywhere are cDntending. TO' 
these may 'be added Cr'Dzer, CDlgate, and Roc'hester. 

We venture .here to' add a wDrd f.Dr Dur Call13d,ian readers. It is sDmetimes 
argued tlh·at the EditDr Df this paper is a disturber Df the peace; and rhat he 
is unne·cessarily alarmed at the menace <If MDdernism. I'll view D·f the fa.ct 
that there'is nDt a single theDIDg.ical seminary in the NDrthern CDnventiDn 
of any' age (T'he N 0' r.thern TheDIDgical Seminary Df Chicag'D is a YDung insti
tutiDn, and was begun as a prDtest agai.nst uhe MDdernism Df ·other SChDOls), 
we may well endeavDur to' build prDtecting walls arDund McM,aster University, 
especially as we remember that every Dne Df ·tJhese institutiDns, to' which we 
have referred, was represented at t'he instaHa,tiDn 'Df t'he present ChancellDr; 
a~d that several cDnnected with "McMaster University acre undDubtedly sym
pathetic tDward the educatiDna·1 ideals Df these apDstate Ba·ptist institutiDns. 

. The prDceedings Df the NDrthern CDnventiDn shDw'ed that M'Ddernists 
Inave becDme aI3Jrmed; 'and that they were prepar,ed to' make 'some cDncessions 
in Drder to' g.ain breathing space. But let nO' Dne be d-eoived: MDdernism is 
Df fhe Devil; and 'he never changes. },'I-Dder.nism in the N Drt'hern CDnven tiDn 
will pDssi,bly change its tactics; but it will prDve in the future just as implac
able a fDe to' the Christian relig,iDn as it has done in the past. There is but 
Dne t'h~ng, t'herefO're, fDr B'aptist IDyalists to' dO', and t.hat is to' 3Jr.m fDr the C·Dn
flict. The first requis'ite is to' mDbilize the army: 'hence, the Baptisi Bible 
UniDn wiH devDte fhis year, as we ,have already sa;id, to' an aggressive cam
paign Df Drganizat.iDn and educatiDn. 

TORONTO ASSOCIATION PUTS ITSELF ON RECORD. 
In view Df the granting Df a degree to' ·Dr. Faunce by McMaster Univer

sity, and the statement Df the Sena.te vhat "it has never been the understand·ing 
Df this Senate tlhat the granting Df such degrees invDlved ,the investigatiDn Df 
the ~nt,imate the·ological views Df prop.osed recipients"; and in view of the 
re·fusal Df the "Canadian Baptist" to publis'h in that paper Dr. Shields' letters 
·prDtest.ing agai,nst M,cMaster's action, it was encouraging t,o learn from The 
TorDnto Star, that the Resolu,tiDns CDmmittee, thr·oug·h its Cha.irman, Rev. 
G. W. Allen, presented tlhe follDw.ing resDlutiDn at the TDrDn'tD Ass'ociation: 

"Whereas discussions have arisen' frDm time to' time within this 
AssociatiDn regarding the action Df the Senate of McMaster Univer
sity in g,ranting certain honorary degrees, theref.ore, be it reso'ived 
t,hat we recommend to' .the Senate that the .greatest car·e should be 
exercise·d in investigating the character and belie'fs of the pr.oposed 
recipients ,befDre such degrees are granted." 
This resDlution was passed by the AssDcia·tiDn. The Star alsO' repD'rts, 

"AnDther resoluti-on pacss'ed, dealt w.ith t,he administration of The Canadian 
Baptist ·pubHcation and suggested a 'fuller discussion' in its cDlumns Df 
denominatiDnal issues." 

THE WHOLE BIBLE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON COURSE. 
LESSON XXXVII. JUNE 15th, 1924. 

SAUL CHOSEN KING.-I Sam. 8-12. 
We have in this lesson another illustration of human ,foBy. The B~hle tel·ls 

the stDry o,f human a'c'hievement, and· w'hat fDllows when men are aUowed to 
have their Dwn wa'Y. 

I. How. and Why Men Reject God as Their King. 
1. They fasten upDn the slightest excuse as a justificati'Dn Df their self will. 

Because Samuel's sons "walked nDt ion his ways" (ch. 8: 1-2) they rejected the 
d3vine rule. Thus men seek in t'he defects of others .a. justification Df vheir own. 
Many plead tlhe a].]eged "hypocrisy" of SDme proTess'ing 'Christians as an excuse 
fDr v~e ·rejectiDn O'f Christ. . 
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2. They wanted ·to be "Hke all -the nat·iOllls". God had chosen .them to be 
different fr.om all ot·hers, but t·hey pre,ferred to follow tlhe fashions of fhe day. 
So do mel} still s'et aside t'he principles and precepts ·of·the Gos.pel, and reject 
the w.hole ·reve·lation of ·God in Christ, as brael rejected 1the W'O.rd of. God 
through Samuel to ,be "·like the nations". . 

3. God was not ·deceived. He stripped their adion a1nd attit.ude of all dis
Cuise, and showed it t·o -be a rejection of Himself. Thus be'hind 'lIhe rejection of 
the B.i'ble, the. Gospel mess-age 0'£ -the Bi'ble, the institution of bhe Christian 
chur·oh, and the denial of the Deil1:y of Ohrist I,ies the fact that men are re'bels 
a-cainst God, their ·carnal minds enmity Rlgai.nst Him. 

4. God never permits men to 'have thei'r own way without warning tthem of 
the consequences thereof. T·hey were warned ·how ·tlheir king would use them 
for his own pIiofit-yet they chose ·him. T.hus when men .had a'nd still have the 
ch·o.i.ce of Christ Oil" Bara'b'ba1s, they ·chose and still choose Barabbas\-"N ow 
Barabbas was .a mb'ber." All this i.s in the 8th chapte·r. . 
II. How' God's Hand is Laid Upon Men Before They Know It. 

1. The om'ost trifling events of life are links in 'the' chain of divine order-iug. 
Saul went t·o look for his father's asses, aud found a k.ingdom. The record 
show.s ;~hat tthes'e apparent trifles were divinely superintended. The 'religion t'hat 
does not bring the smallest things O'f life under t'he superv.ision of the super
natural is not Ghristianity.· 

2. Saul s·howed wisdom in enquiring ·of God concerning the common tasks. 
So shaH we: "In everythin.g by praycr." 

III. How Saul Began His Career. 
1. He was a humble man ,in. the beginning, esteeming himsel'f the 'Ieast itt 

Israeli, ·and later Ihiding among ·the stuff. Had he remained humble he would, 
have retained 'his pla.ce and power. 

2. Saul ,f.ound 'his opportunity in t.he extremity of the J,abesh-GileacJites. 
There are always opportun~ties for God's chosen. 

3. Saul was a savi·our to those who had to choose -between bondage or 
death, and p·artia:1 blind.ness. Thus every true servant of God may follow the 
footsteps of Ghrist in be3lring others' burdens. 

IV. The Last Warning of Rejected Love is here mustrated in 'the 12th ,ohapter. 
It is a pathetic plea, where God may be heard speaking through Samuel's lips. 
I.t is a 'ehapter .of a·bounding .grace. It is thus 'our gr·acious God .sti~1 oomes to' 
us, warning us of the inevi,tahle results of our wilfulness, yet promising that 
where sin a1bounds grace shall muoh more ahound. As Samuel prayed for the 
people, so Chr·ist ever liveth to make intercession ~or us. 

NEWS AND NOTES. 
Let th.is be a great week O'f prayer. If God has taught us anything it is 

that wi,thout Him we can do nothing. ~ 
The Young Women's Mission Circle will mee,t Monday evening at 8 o'clock. 

Mrs. C. J. Holman wi,lI be the speaker. Officers ,for the year will be elected. 

QJ;be €bUrtb (:altnbar 
S,·nday. F·or ·the week beg.inning June 8th, 1924. 
9.45-Bible School, includ.jng an Intercess-ory Class. W. J. Hutch.ins·on, Supt. 

1l.00-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 
3.00-Chinese Bible School. 
6.00-Prayer Meeting in Church Parlor. 
7.00-Public Worship. The Pastor will preach. 
8.30-Communion Service. 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday--8.00-Prayer Meeting. 
Wednesday-12.00-I.OO-Meeting for Prayer. 3.00-Women's GOlpel 

Servic.e. , 
The Parliament, S~. Bran~h, 250 Parliament St. Sunday: Bible School. 

3.00. Evangehstlc. ServIce, 7.00-Rev. W. L. McKay, B.A. .. .. 
Monday--8.00-Yol1nrg People's Meeting. 

1 


