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t0~ 
AM to speak to you upon the que"-tion, "\Vhy Baptists 

S'ho'uld Confess Their Faith", For the benefit of the unso
:J I phisticated among us, I venture to whisper the information 
. that there are people who call themselves Baptists, who 

strongly object to confessions of faith, and who regard it. 
as an infringement of their liberty to be requested to give a reason 
for the hope that is in them. It must be ackpowledged that the 
repugnance of certain modern Baptists, so-called, for·the old-fashiol1C'd 
practice of confessing one's faith, is not due to an inherent constitu
tional reticence, nor to any natural infirmity of expression, either of 
tongne 'or of pen: for they make no virtue of silence, nor are they ever 
likely to be indicted for effecting a monopoly of modc!'oty. They have 
110 ohjection to conf.ession per se, but only to the confession of faith. 
They impress every variety of language. and every tone of speech. 
and every shade of eloquence, and every degree of personal force into 
the work of disseminating unfaith .. Douht i!'o a negative quality; and, 
even at itS remotest distance frol11 faith, it is but neutl'at. and as sitch 
it is unaggressive, and ·unobtrusive. and inoffensive. That which is 
antagonistic, and aggressh'e. and violent t"o\varr.'f faith is not dOl1bt., 
but positive unbelief. With the silent and negativ~ loyalty of ~.J oseph. 
who offers a ne,v grave for the orthodoxy he was too fearful to defend, 
trtle Baptists can have no sympathy; of the cowardly denial of the 
truth by a Peter in pani-c, trtle Baptists must ever be' ash~med: for 
the ignoble neutrality of a Pilate, genuine Ba'ptists can feel only 'con
tempt; while for the mercenary soul of a Judas, who sells the truth 
tor ~ih'er. real Bapti'sts will agree the only appropriate end is Hell 
itself. ' 



2 THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

I. 
Baptists ·Should Confess Their Faith Because They Have a Faith to 

Confess. 

We have fallen upon days when some words in religious speech 
have suffered a 'decline in value comparable to the German mark. 
Indeed, I have sometimes thought that we need a Rescue Mission for' 
fallen words; for words, like persons, do not always honour either 
their birthplace or their parentage, but go astray, to walk in the 
counsel of the ungodly, and stand ~n the way of sinners, and sit in the 
seat of the scornful; with the inevitable result, that, like persons, they' 
lose their proper influence and power. It then become~ necessary. 
either to turn them aside to some Jericho, Where, like David's men, 
they may recover from the debasement resulting from contact with 
the enemy; or, otherwis·e, such words need tQ be reclothed with 
ampler definitions. The word "Baptist" is one such word, and needs' 
to be brought back from the critical swine-husks of the far country 
to the wealth and station and establishment of the Father's house, 
wherein it had its birth. 

The first to bear the name of Baptist was neither an intellectual 
nor a religious cipher. He had no doubt either of his message or his 
mission. And whoever sought him in the wilderness found no middle
of-the-road Baptist, no reed shaken by the wind, nor one clothed in 
soft raiment, but 'one wiho was more than a prophet, of whom it was 
written: "Behold, I send my messenger 'before thy face, which shall 
prepare thy way before thee", and who the Highest of all authorit,i~s 
declared was peerless among those of woman born. Once, whether 
from despondency induced by his own distress, or, as 'we prefer to 
believe, in the confidence of the doubt-dispelling power of the Mas
ter's own word, J o'hn the Baptist sent his disciples to Jesus saying, 
"Art thou he that should come, o·r do we l'ook for another?" 

But some who profess and call themselves Baptists emulate their 
great for·erunner only in 'his stipposed temporary, doubtful, mood. They 
who are Baptists indeed are possessed of no lesser faith than he who' 
first 'bore their honourable name, and who said: "A man can receive 
nothing, except it be given him from heaven. Ye yourselves bear me 
witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent hefore 
him. He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 
bridegroom, which stan'deth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly be
cause of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fuI5l!ed. 
TIe must increase, but I must decrease. He that cometh from above 
is above all: he that is of the earth is earth)~, and speakcth of the 
earth: he tha·t cometh from heaven is above all. And what he hath 
seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man rcceiveth his testimonv. 
He that hath recelived his testimony hath set to his seal that God is 
-true .. For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: fol" 
God giveth not the Spirit by mea'sure unto him. The Father 10veth 
the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the' Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him". In the con-
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fidence of this {aith, true Baptists will summon the world to '!Behold 
the Lamb of God, w'hich'taketh away the sin of the wqrld". 

II. 
Baptists Have the Authority of the Example of Many Illustrious 

Baptists of 'the Past for Confessing Their Faith. 

As I meditated upon this subject, I thought I might call the 
roll of the noble confessions of faith w'hich, since the apostolic period 
of tJhe Church's history, have been issued by the people called Bap
tists. But on reflection it occurred to me there might be obJection to 
such action, since on a comparatively recent date a great Baptist 
body declared that "the New Testament is the all-sufficient ground 
of our faith and pr,actice; 'and we need no other statement". I, there
fore, turn this evening to that all~suffi'Cient ground of our faith and 
practice; and I do so the more cheerfully, because I speak under the 
auspices of the Baptist Bible Union of No-rth America, which also 
beli'eves in the N e'''' Testament as well 'as in the Old. 

I find ,in this Book the record of a certain Baptist preacher who 
warmed himself at a fire burning on the hearth of a religious official, 
who denied the Deity of Christ, His virgin birth, and all. the impli-: 
cations of His divine commission; and who was determined to accom
plish the crucifixion of that Baptist preacher's Lord, and to put Him 
to an open shame. Not'Yithstanding, the preacher kept company with 
his Master's enemie'S, and warmed himself at· their fire. And that 
Baptist. preacher, who under other circumstances had confessed his 

. faith in the fundamental Rock of Christian theology, when the Word 
of God Incarnate was on trial, and the Person of Christ his Saviour 
was under assault, took the middle of the road, and refused to confess. 
his faith. 

Few Baptists, I hope, will emulate the example of sudh an one. 
We must estimate the value of an orchard, not when winter's blasts 
have stripped it of every sign of life, but when the energies of 'Spring 
and summer clothe its branches with blossoms and fruit. We must 
judge of the usefulness of 'a river, not by its wide margin of mud and 
slime in which great ships lie impotently imbedded when the tide is 
out, but by the wealth of precious freight it bears upon 'its bosom, 
when the fullneS's of the ocean has flowed in to fill its mighty chan
nel to the brim. Thus we should copy Baptists lilt their best, not at 
their worst; at their highest us·efulness, fIIot at the lowest ebb of 
their spiritual life. We should not copy the ,hesi,tancy of the middle-. 
of-the-roader, who stops his car to consider whether he is on the right 
road, and therefore whet~er he should go on or turn around; but we 
should follow the .track 'of the assured Baptist, who, knowing whence 
he comes and wh1ther he goes, keeps to his own ~jde of the King's 
highway, and makes full speed toward T erusalem. 

Let us look, therefore, at thi's Baptist when' the tide of spiritual 
life, and' convi~tion, and courage, aqd power, has come in, and when 
out 'of him flow iivers of living water! The New Testament is our 
grou~d of faith' and p~actice; and among other things it wa's the 
practice of New Testament believers to confe~s their faith, Behold 
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this middle-of-the-road Baptist when he is filled with the Holy Ghost!. 
vVhen men asked concerning what they saw at Pentecost, "vVhat 
meaneth this?" Peter did not say, "The cardinal principle of this 
community is that we all have liberty to believe as we like; and you 
must not, therefore, expect any confession of conviction from us"; 
but rather, "This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel." He 
confessed his fa~th in the Old Testament, and having done so con
tinued: "Y.e men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Naz·areth, a 
man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves al,soo 
knDw: .. Rim, being delivered by the determinate counsel and fore
knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
and slain', . . . This Jesus hath God raoised up, whereof we all are 
witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the H'oly Ghost, he hath 
shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For David is not ascended 
into the heavens: but 'he saith hi11l~self, The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my nght hand, until I make .thy foe'S thy footstool. There
fore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made 
that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, bDth Lord and Christ." 

And that preacher made it the habit of his life henceforth to con
fess his faith. When he was examined of the good deed done to the 
impotent man, by what means he was' made whole; he did not say, 
"T'hat is a secret I refuse to divulge", but rather: "Be it known unto 
you all, and to all the pe'Ople of Israel, that by the name 'Of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God ra~sed from the. 
dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. This 
is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, ,vihich is becofne 
~he hea:d of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other : for 
there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved." Ap.d it is recorded that when they saw,-nDt the 
hesitancy, nor the policy, nor the amiability, nor the broad-minded
ness, nor the uncertainty, nor the tolerance, but-"when they saw 
the boldness of Peter and John . . . they took knowledge of them 
that they had been with Jesus". But time would fail me to show how 
this noble, courageous, man of God took advantage of every possible 
occasion to confess his faith in the Scriptures, and in the Chri'st of the 
Scri ptu res. 

If it be objected tha.t Peter belonged to the unlearned and ignor
ant among the disciples, We may cite another example. There was one 
who was a man of great natural powers, 'a man 'Of keen and massive 
intellect, a brilliant scholar whose powers had been developed by 'the 
~laster-mind of one of the greatest teachers of hi's day, named, Gama
hel; and all the powers of his intel'lect were engaged in an endeavour 
to stay the progr·ess of the Christian religion, and'to destroy those 
',:ho called upon the Name of Christ: indeed, he verily thought with 
hImself, that he ought to do many things contrary to the Name of 
Jesus of Nazareth. But into his great but darkened mind the lig-ht 
of heaven shon.e: and into !his sp'iritually imp'overished life, the f~tlI
ne~s of the dIvme ocean flowed, until, clothed with superhuman 
cottrage, he was ready not to be bound only, but also t'O die at J ertt-
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salem for the Name .of the Lord Jesus. . Nor did he hesitate to d~clar~ 
that He,·. W'hose disciples 'he had persecuted even unto the death, had 
now become to him the Fairest· among ten thousand, and the Lord 
and Master of every realm of his being; and going forth in that Name, 
he declared: . !'The weapons of our warfare ar~ not cart1:al, but mi~hty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds; castlDg down Ima
ginations, and every high thing t'hat exalteth 'itself against the kno~
ledge of God; and bringing into captivi~y every tho.u~ht to. the obedI
ence of Christ." And he who, as to his earthly clbzensnJP, boas·ted 
that he was free born, yet voluntarily became the bond-slave of the 
Lord Jesus Christ-his surrender to Hi,s Lordship being so complete 
that he exalted Him to be t'he absolute Lord of his intellectual life; 
and, as a Baptist, reckoned that he had no liberty to entertain even 
a thought which was contrary to Jesus Christ. Nor did that Bapti·st 
preacher ever keep his new-found knowJ.edge of the truth to himself;. 
but, a's when he stood 'before Agrippa, alwaY'S thought himself 'happy. 
when he was permitted to answer for himsdf, touching the thi1]gs. 
whereof he was accused. Standing before Felix, and in the presence 
of Ananias the high priest, and 'the elders, wh~n the orator Tertullus. 
had infor:med the governor ·agaoinst Paul, this great Baptist preacher 
answered: "But this I confes's unto thee, that .after. the way whi<;h 
they call heresy, so worship I the· God of my f3Jthers, believing all 
things which are written in the law and in the prophets: and have 
hope toward God, which ,they thems·elves als~ aUqw, that there shall 
be 'a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 'and unjust. And 
herein' do I exercise myself, to have ·always a con'science void of. 
offence toward God, and toward men." . . 

Nor wa's the pra:ctice of confessing one"s faith confined to prea.ch.., 
ers in these apostolic days; .for when one of the fir;st seven .deacons, 
was asked respecting the o"bjection to the aggr.essivenes·s of his. testi. 
money to Christ, "Are these things 'so?" he boldly confessed .his.faith. 
in the authodty of t'he Old Testament Scriptures, and in their literal 
fulfilmen't ,in the Person of Christ, and was stoned to death for daring 
to confes's his faith. 

Moreover, in this Book, which is the ground of .Baptist faith and 
practice, we have a report of the first Bapti"st ~onv·ention t'hat was 
ever held. An'd thaot convention convened, not to cOl!sider programmes 
of' work, 'nor to lubricate the machi-nery of organization: the first Bap-, 
tist convention met to consider matters of faith; it was because "cer-. 
tain men which came do.wn. from Judaea taught the 'bretpren, and. 
said, Except ye be circumcised after the ma'nner of· Moses, ye can-. 
not be saved", that ~'the apostles a~d elders came together for to. con-: 
sider of this matter". And that first Baptist convention was a contro
versial convention. There were, !'!ven in that day, certain of,the Phari~ 
sees who, ignorantly or otherwis~, would have corrupted the .faith. 
of the saints; and the great Bapti'st, of whom I have ·spoken, took the. 
floor, and led the convention, 'l?ayi:p.g: "Men and breJt:hren, ve know 
how ,tihata good while ago God made choice among us, "that·. the 
GentIles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel,. and be-. 
lieve. And God, which !<howeth the hearts, ba're them witness, ·givi.ng· 
them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; and put no difference 
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between us and them, purifying their hearts ;by faith.' Now therefore 
why tempt ye God, to put ·a yokle upon the neck of the disciples, which 
neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? But we believe that 
through the grace of the Lord J esti·s Ohrist we shaI1 be saved,even 
as they." Following his splendid example, twlo other heroic Baptists, 
Barnabas a.nd Paul, made their confession of faith; whereupon Presi
dent James summed up the mail:ter, and by his suggestion, letters were 
written to the churches 'settling the controversy, not by a negative or 
neutral begging of the question, but by a positive coqfession of faith, 
which the apostles and elders dedar·ed, "seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost and to us". , 

But we have a still Ihigher example, higher than Paul, or Peter, I" 
of James., or.J ohn the Baptist,-even the example of the Lord and I 
Master of us all. He kneW' Ihow to withdraw Himself from the crowd, .;\. ... 
and how, when led like ·a lamb to the 'slaughter, to open not His 
mouth; but when the high priest asked Him of His doctrine, He 
answered: "I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the syna-
gogue, 'and' in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in 
secret have I said nothing. Why askest thou me ?ask them whiC'h 
heard me, what I have said unto 1!hem: behold, ·they know what I 
s·aid." And though He made no answer to the false witnesses who 
accused Him, when the 'high priest asked Him, "Art thou the Christ, 
the Son of the Blessed? Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the 
Son of man sitting Oll! the right hand 'Of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent hi's dothes, and saith, 
What need we any further witnes'ses? Ye have hc:ard the bla!sphemy: 
W'hat think ye? And they all condemned him to be guilty of death". 
Thus our Lord Himself came to the cros's because He confessed 
His fait·h. 

Such Baptists, therefore, as really make the New Testament the 
all-sufficient ground of faith and practice, will of n~cessi-ty practise 
the New Testament practice of boldly confessing their faith. 

III. 
Baptists should confess their faith because Simple Honesty Re-

quires It. To be silent in these matters would be to fall below the ethi
cal standards of ordinary ·business ·affairs. When any manufacturing 
concern 'appeals for public support, it expects to be r.equired definitely 
to specify the character and qual!ity of the articles it produces. When 
any' commercial organization asks for 'busines's from the buying public, 
it promises to giv-e value for money received. When any bank opens 
its doors for business, it does not refuse to sta-te what is the extent of 
its capital, and the character of its investments; fo~ it knows full well 
that in order to do business, it must give rea'sonable security to 
depositors and shar·eholders alike. When a man i'S appointed to repre-
sent a particular house as a travelling ·salesman, and i's promised a 
salary or commission for the work he does, it is expected by his 
employers thait he will work for the firm who pays his salary, and 
not for the rival concern across the 'Street. And when acompanv of 
peopl~ engage in a religious enterprise, forming themselve!s into a 
local church, or into an organization comprised of a collection of 
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churches, it is surely not unreasonable to expect tha't they will clearly 
and withou't equivocation announce ,the character of the work they 
expect to do, and the principles .of the message they expect to deliver. 
WheQ. a Baptist church, built upon a certain foundation, established 
for the propag3Jtion of clearly defined principles, its buiMing being 
erected by the gifts of those who entertain certain convictions of 
evangelical truth-I say, when such a church cans a pastor, is it 
unrea!lonable, on the one hand, for the pastor to demand of the church, 
What do you believe? for what principles of faith and practice do 
you stand? w'hat message do you expect me to deliver·? On the other 
hand, is it any less reasonable :For the church, in such circumstances, 
kindly ,but firmly to require of the man who is being considered as a 
possible pastor, that he should clearly state his views and confess 
his faith wit!h respect to the greaft fundamental principles of the Chris
tian revelation? 

To repudiate the principle <;>f a confession 'Of faith is to le:).ve a 
church without any sound basi,s of members'hip. On what terms shall 
we receive people into our churches, if there are no longer certain 
clearly defined principles which are cerlainly believed among us? In 
what is a Baptist church differentiated from other churches, unless 
there be certain essentials of the gospel to which that churC'h stands 
irrevocably commi,tted? Unless our churches 'are to be houses built 
upon the sand, mere booths for Baal, to be removed by a passing 
storm, -there must be a foundati~n of fai~h upon ,~hich these organi
zations shall stand. And if this be 'true of the local churc'h, is it any 
less true of a collecton 'of churches, band~d 'together in various con
ventions for co~operative effort in mi'ssionary, 'and educational, and 
publication enterprises? ' 

W'hen we appeal to the membership of our churches to support 
our mi'ssionary funds, surely t'hey have a right to 'know whether the 
money 'they commit to our trust will be used for the preaching of the 
gospel in which they believe, and by which they have been saved, or 
for the preaching of anofuer gospel which is not another! And when 
they have been told for what the money is desired,and to what end 
it is to be devoted, ther'e must surely res't upon the administrators of 
those funds, a solemn obligation to use the money for the purposes 
to which "it has been devoted. How, therefor,e,can we 'have a sound 
and satisfactory basis for co-operativ'e missionary effort unless there 
be a confession of the fundamental's of the faith to which we can all 
agr~e? A creedleS's missronary society can neither be justified in reli
gion nor ethics. The man who,' by explicit statement or by implication. 
solicits money for one object and uses it for another, in the eyes of 
tqis or any other civ,Hized country, is guilty of a criminal offence. 
Such practices a1'le not relieved 'Of fheir moral quality by the mere 
fact that they are done in ,the name of religion. 

'What is more, a confession of faith is necess'ary to co-opera-tive 
effort in the educational 'enterprises of the denomination. If 'educa
tional institutions, which claim the financial or moral support of the . 
Baptist denomination, are not!hing more than ships bent on voyages 
of exploration and discovery, the fact shouFd be known. If every 
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coUege president 'and college professor is to be a Columbus to sail 
an unknown ·sea in search of an unknown land, 'he ought to be per
mitted to embark on ,his great adventure; but it should clearly be 
understood that his ship is nO,t an ocean liner sailing between two, 
ports under the command of a qualified ,captain, sailing by a -certified, 
chart, and bound for a definite port. 1Ihe steamship schedules de-' 
scdbil)g the Character of the ships, and ,the courses they will take, and 
the terms upon whiC'h pa:ssengers may be accommodaJted, are, in prin
ciple, the 'steam'ship ·company's creed; 'and whoever buys a ticket on 
that ship knows how 'his money will be used. Similarly it ought to 
be known whether our educational institutions do really believe in 
a reveJoation from God; whether we have a certified chart, and whether 
there is a divine Captain Who will bring us into our desired haven. 
Baptists ought to know whether Baptist educaoti'Onal institutions exist 
for the training of prop'he'ts of the Lord, or for the training of human 
parrots to repeat the mutterings of philosophy, and of "science falsely 
so-called." 

It is difficult, also, it seems to me, to understand h'Ow a Baptist 
publication society can be loyal to its trust witihout so·me basi,s of 
faith on which to operate. Surely a Baptist puMishing concern ought 
not to exist to propagate t'heanti-Ohristian dogmas of a Faunce, or 
a Fosdick! Why should we lend the Baptist name to any enterprise 
whkh has any Iesser obJect than the glorifying of God through the 
proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Ohrist our Lord? 

Hence, since Baptists have a faith to confess, and an apostolic 
example to follow, and a reputation for Christian honesty to main
tain; since we believe God has spoken finally and fully ion Joesus Ghrist, 
and t'hat there is none other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we can be saved, let us kindly, and . courageously, and un
compromisingly.C'Onfess the faith that is in us! Since God has given 
a banner to them that fear Him, that it may be displayed because of 
the truth, let us boldly display it! 

Let those who hail 'the power of Jesus' Name subordinate all 
pe~sonal, and social, and ecclesiastical, al1!d denominational consider
ations, with every thought of scholastic staniding, and every desire for 
human approbation to-the sovereign daims of Jesus Christ our Lorci! 
vVe shall have peace in our hearts, and power in our testimony, and 
abundance of fruit in our ministry, if every Baptist pastor will yield 
his pulpiot, and every Baptist chairman his presidel1!cy, and every P1"O
fessor his chair, and every secretary his desk, and every Baptist 
deacon his office, and every Baptist church member his all, to the Exe
cutive direction of the Holy Ghost, and by His grace crown Jesus 
Christ the crucified Savi'Our, the infallible Teacher, the Incarnate God; 
the Sum 'and Substance oiall divine revelation, God"s last and graciou~' 
Word to the f.aIlen sons of men-crown Him Lord of all. , .' 

"Should all the forms' which men devise. 
A:ssault my faith wit'h 'treacherous art'; 

I'll call them vanitv a'n'd lie~. 
And bind the gospel to my heart." 
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EDITORIAL 
MORE ABOUT THE STUDENT CHRISTIAN MOYEMENT. 

There is nothing error hates so much as the light; and there is nothing 
false prophets have so much to fear as their own words. The best way ItQ 
eJeipose Modernism and to show its positively anti-Chris.tian character is to let 
it speak for itself. The artide following is copieo fr·om the magazine named. 
It will be seen that this so-called "Christian" Student Movement is part of a. 
world-wide scheme to capture all the colleges for the Devil. . 

What have our Canadian Hapltists to say to this proposal? What will they 
say to the members of McMaster Faculty who favoured McMaster's participa
tion in the movement? 

On page 266 of the Baptis't Year Book for 1922, in ·the report of Bl"andon 
College, of which the presen,t ChanceUor of McMaster was then Principal, 
which is embod·ied in the report of the Western Mission Board, ·the following 
occurs: . 

"It is desired to 'call your atten.tion to the splendid way in which the 
two branches of the Student Christian Movement have been conducted 
during the year. Both the Young Men's and the Young Women's branches 
of the S.C.M. have been under .the chairmanship of members of the Student 
Volunteer Band." 

From which it is evident that the present Chancellor favoured ,the movement 
in Brandon. We can only hope that he ha·s seen ,the error of his ways in t'his 
respect. 

Let the Baptists of Ontario and Quebec keep to their watch-tower! 

DR. MOTT AND THE NORTH AFRICA MISSION 
AN EXPLANATION 

By E. POOLE-CONNOR 
The North Africa M·ission has recently ,been invited to take part in a series 

of meetings now being held in North Africa, organized by Dr. Mott and Dr. 
Zweme.r. Af,ter due discuss-ion the Council of the Mission felt th3lt there was 
no other cou.rse open to them but ,to decline the invitation. 

As one shar.ing the responsibility for tlhis dedsion, I f,eel it right to give 
prominence to one of the considerations which had speci3ll weigh~ Wlith me in 
concurring in the action of the Council. 

Dr. Mott is Chairman of the World's Student Christian Federation; and' it 
is a matte·r of ,g.reat re·gret to have to say that many of the publications of the 
British section of that Federation, the Student Christian Movement, are ,hetero
dox in the extreme: some, ·indeed, being of such a chara·oter as ,to create .in the 

. minds of those who hold the orthodox evangelical faith feelings .tittle .short of 
horror. Nor is it possible to a'bsolve Dr. Mott from a share in the respons-i,bility 
for ·these puibLications; for the Student Christian Movement of this country. is 
no insignificant un,it of the larger Federation, nor is this ,the first time the 
maUer has ·been ventilated. For this reason, amongst others, it was felt to ibe 
an impossibility for ,the N or,th Afr.ica Mission to sha·re ·in meetings in which the 
Chairman of the Federation was the central figure, great as his past ser·vices to 
the cause of foreign missions have undoubtedly been. 

It would not Ibe prope·r to make a stateme!1Jt such as ·the above concerning 
the. publications of the Student Christian Movement, wi,thout producling evidence 
to justify it. A volume found in their list of advertised books therefore s'ha11 be 
cited. It is entitled "The Lord of Thought," .by (now .:the' late) Miss Lily 
Dougall and the Rey. Cyril W. Emmett, M.A., B.D. The sub-t.itle· of the. ,book 
is. itA Study of .the Problems which confronted Jesus Christ and the Solution 
He offered," and its conten.ts may thus 'be summarized: Our Lor 4. found Him-
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self confronted with certain V'jews of God and man which were embodied in' 
the Jewish literature of His day; These views, particulady in' so far as they 
ilealt with the divine judgmelllts, the autlhors regard as 'being not merely wrong 
but revolting. "The apoca.Jyptic seers," they tell us, "took over and stereotyped 
from a cruder and coarser past, a crude and cruel conception of God." "The 
prophe.ts," they again say, "contained inconsis.ten-t statements within which' were 
the noblest vision-s of goodness and 'mercy together w.jth savage conceptions of 
deified c.ruelty." The passages quoted as supporting these statements are taken 
by ,the authors not only from general Jewish literature cur·rent in the time of 
our Lord, but por.tions of the Old Testament are also cited in alleged .proof, 
such as Ezekiel vii. 1-9, Malachi iv, ·parts of Daniel, and the prophecy of Enoch 
found In Jude. 

. This "deification of cruelty" in the Scriptures, we are informed, long per
plexed the righteous Jews, and .in Psalm xcvi. 10 we "seem to get a protest 
against the destruction of the world so often foretold"; nevertheless, the situa
fion at the time of our Lord is thus summed up: "J esus Ohrist came into a 
wOIlld which could not conceive of a God who did not in the long ·run ·take 
terrible vengeance on His enemies." "Jesus," however, made the discovery 
(for we are told that what is on the divine side revelation .is on t·he human side 
"d~scovery," and "God's way is to tempt men to find' out things") that the 
truth was far otherwise than was presented in the Old Testament, and His' 
teach-i,ng, it is alleged, was wholly different. "Instead of rating people for not 
keeping the law He taught them that the'yhad many virtues which God 
approved, and many misfor,tunes which would draw from God compassionate 
compensation." 

The diffi:culty created :by the fact that the New Testament obviously pre
sents our Lord as seUing His seal on the Old Testament teaching is thus met 
by the authors: "If we set before us the seventeen ·or ei.ghteen passages in ·the 
synoptic Gospels that appear to teach the punitive character of God's attiltude to 
men, we find that they are couched' in the imagery of Jewish. esc'hatology, and 
we may accept one of three ·conclusions· concerning them": 

(1) We may ,believe that many ar.e "additions to the true tradition," while 
those that "seem most authentic" may have ,been used by "Jesus" pictorically 
to exemplify the consequences of sin. 

(2) "We may 'believe .that Jesus, like the average man, 'had a confused mind 
in which .traditional beliefs existed uncha.llenged side ,by side with newer and 
more v.ital ideas." 

(3) Otherwise we are shut up to the -belief that "Jesus endorsed concep
tions of God which the acceptance of Jewish escihatology implies"-in other 
words, that He rea!lly did set His seal upon the .teaching of the Old Testament. 
The authors appear to prefer the first of these explanations, and Ito ·regard the 
last as :being almost unthinkable. 

But there are difficulties-so the au·thors' argument runs-in ascerta·ining 
what our Lord aotually said on t·hese matters. While we are told that we must 
not "jump to a desperate conclusion that we ·know nothing of wha.t Jesus really 
taught"; while we are assured that "it is far from being the case" that we 
"can·not feel absolulte cer.tainty about ,the genuineness of any single saying," we 
are· bidden to remeIl1lber that in the. Gospels we "have to do with a J.ong~drawn
out process during which alterations crept in, almost insensibly, as the teaching 
passed from one to another," and we can, therefore, do Jj.ttle else ·than fall back 
on "subjective" conclusions as to what our Lord did or did not say; but we are 
encouraged to ·believe that when there ·is a "general consensus of 'opinion as to 
what was characteristic of ChIlist, the standard ceases to Ibe subjedtiv,e in any 
depre<;atory sense" (that is. if we all a·gree that He probably said something, 
the probability is that He did). 

A few extracts may be added as indicating the general outlook of .th·e book: 
In reference ,to the words of John the Baptist, the auothors say, "John would 

have -had to be familia·r with the whole system of Church Christology to have 
so mixed his symbolic images." . 

In. regard to the resurrection of .the body we arc told, "The resurrect,ion of 
the body was a materialistic idea compared with .the ·h,ighest Greek conceptions 
of the .immortality of the soul." "One truly religious party in the state" (that 
is, the Sadducees, "who believe in ndt-her angel nor spi.rit") "even rejected 
the then modern notion of personal immortality." 

The "d.raw·backs" to an infalli'ble revelation "seem to 'be." in the authors' . 
eyes, as follows: (1) "Passa.ges that come' from a lower civilization may be 
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cited as giv~ng authori·ty to man'!! baser passions." (2) "T:he 'paradox created 
by' contradictory st3Jtements, to all of which equal value must 'be assigned, cre
ates mental confusion." (3) "The doctrine of infallible r,evelation belittles 
human intelligence." 

I.t is 'not my purpose here to enlarge upon ,the distress I feel thalt such a 
work should be 'Put anto th.e hands of students, at the· formative 'Perio'd ·of .their 
life, under the imprimaJtur of a professedly Christia.n ·or,ganization.; nor ·is it my 
intention .to enter upon ·a controversal discussion of the essentially non-Ohristian 
character of its teaching. Much of its contents will 'be found refuted in the. 
apologetic literature written some years ago in answer to infidel and .secularis.t 

· attacks upon !the Bible; while a number of more recent works, dea·ling in an 
able and more scholarly way with the arguments of unbelief advanced by those 
within the 'professing Church, will 'be gladly ,given on applicat.ion. The 'book is 
referred to for one reason only-to make it clear why I heartily concur in the 
decision of the Nor:th Africa Mission not to associate itself wi,th the Student 
Christian Movement, or with the larger Federation of which it is a part; and 
why, in view of Dr. Mott's .relationship thereto, the Mission ·cannot ,take part ill 
the meetings in North Africa which he and Dr. Zwemer are now conducting. 

-From "North Africa. The record of the North Africa Mission." 

THE ASSOCIATIONS. 
The time for the meeting 0.£ .the various Associati.ons is drawing near. 

These meetings ought to be ·occasions of ,great spi1"itual inspi·ration. M:my 
pastors who, for 1!he ·g.reater part of the year are separated ·from their brethren 
and of necessity have to live s,omewhat 10·ne.1y lives, wilil .have 'opportunity of 
renewing their fellowships wi.th brethren who are engaged in taslc!s similar 
to their ·own. Every true pastor is a ,lover ·of good men and delights in the 
fellowship of other ministers of the gOSIPel. 
. W'haJt a blessing it would be if these meetings cou,ld be used fo·r prayer 

and mutual spiritual upbuilding. Every man, however humble his s'phere, 
has a contribu'tion of .experience too make to his feHow-la·bourers in t"he vine
yard of the ·Lord; and every preacher of the gospel, however ahle and experi
enced he may ·be, ,can learn something f.rom the humblest among his ,brethren. 
We have a feeling that great good would resUilt i.E pastors could get together 
and, f·reed rre>m all artificiality. 'Open their hearts· to each .other; and then 
together; in each other's behalf and interest, open ,their he·art·s to the Lord. 
Of 'all men' in the wonld, ministers oug·ht to be most sympathe'Hc with each 

· other: no class of men have a more difficult task; and no class .of men more 
. urgently need ·flhe l'oyal support ·of each other. 

At the meetings of the Associations, the various in'terests of the Denomi
naJtion will be ce>nsidered. We hope ,that much prayer will be devoted to the 
education.al situation; and that in this, and in all other matters, grace may 
~e given to view a,u our ~enominational obliga'tions and relationships in the 
lIght of our supreme duty .to be loyal to Jesus Christ our Lord . 

. RESOLUTION BY THE BAPTIST BIBLE UNION OF N.Y. . 
At the May monthly meeting of the Baptisot Bi!>le Union of New York 

(formerly the Baptist Fundamentalist League of Greater New York and Vicin-
ity) the following resolution was unanimously adopted': . 

RESOLVED that this Baptist Bible Union of New York put itself on record' 
as protesting against the appearance of Drs. Sherwood Eddy and Fred B. 
Smith on the programme of the Nor.thern Baptist Convention at Milwaukee. 

That a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Fundamentalist churches in 
New YOl'k, urging them to take part in this protest. 

Dr. Sherwood Eddy and Dr. Fred B. Smith are leaders in the work of the 
· Young Men's Christian Ass·ociation. Until within the last few years they have' 
been true to the faith. But now they are both radical modernists. 

In "Christian Fundamentals", the Editor, Dr. Wm. B. Riley, "records the. 
convictions of two of the noblest and most ,talented pastors of his acquaintance, 
both of whom were present at Dr. Eddy's meetings in the St3!te College, Brook-' 
ings, S.D., a short while ago". Dr. Hammond writes: . 

"At times Dr. Eddy was very funny at the expense of ·the conservatives. He 
woulld not ·accept 'proof texts' a·s they were quoted from ,the floor, but kept 
quoting texts himset.f about 'Do'; tha·t ,those who did the thing they thought 
Christ sfood for were Christians, even though they called ·themselves Unitarians, 
was one of ,the points he made. He denied all inspiraltion as we ho1d it, The 
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Gospels are full of error, he said, containing hundreds of contradictions, but 
still they were inspired of God. He denied flatly the bodily resurrection "of 
Christ, was slightly 'satirical as he ques,tioned how much the resurrection body 
weighed, and said it did not matter anyway. In it alII there was lacking the note 
of faith by which some of us were saved. 'Believe on ,the Lord Jesus Christ.' 
We listened for it, but it was not there. In the questions, Dr. Eddy denied 
Genesis' special creation, the 'sotory' of Adam and Eve, the inerrancy of any of 
the Scriptures, and the bodily resurre'ction of our Lord. He did not commit 
himself on -the virgin birth, 'but did say tha,t i·t was not necessary to believe in 
it for salvation. He said 'he :be!lieved in Christ and would die for Him. He 
deplored that he must bring such a message to us, knowing it might hurt some 
seriously. Some of us are crying to God on behalf of these students who cannot 
answer Dr. Eddy's arguments, and for some whom we have led ·to Christ in 
the past year, for he was smooth in all he said, and we fear for the ;babes in 
Christ." . . . "For some time there has been an impress.jon that Sherwood 
Eddy had departed from the ,faith, but not all were prepared for this extreme 
boldness. These frank. unexpecil:ed reports must arouse all Ohristians to a 
sense of the fearful unbelief to which the students of our day are exposed. 
Those Christian men who are contributing to the colleges Wliill need to inquire 
whether illheir gifts mean ruin or salvation of their sons and daughter·s. . 
We call upon all who holld to ·t1he faith of the Fathers to unite to resist this 
anc.ient enemy of ·the faith that now appears with a new name and guise." 

THE WHOLE BIBLE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON COURSE. 
LESSON XXXVI. . JUNE 8th, 1924. 

THE ARK TAKEN AND RETURNED.-I Samuel, 4-7. 
The ark of the covenal1ll: was tlhe symbol of the divine Presence. It contained the ta:bles 

of stone unbroken, the golden ')lOt whi"h had manna, l.llld Aaron's rod that budded. It typified 
the unbroken law, the Bread of Life, the wonder· working power of .the Anointed Christ. Not
w·ithstanding, it was only the sym.bo1 of the divine P .. esence and not the actual presence of 
God. We rejoice in the possessoion. of the Bilble, which we lbelieve to ·be othe very Word of God. 
The church is a divine instituJtion; the Ch.-istian ordinances of Bapbism and the Lord's Su~ 
are divinely ordained meatl'/l of grace; 'but this lesson win show us ihow even God's best gIfts 
may be abused, and His riobest blessi11lgs may be converted into a cu·rse. 
I. In Their Disiress the People Trusted in the Symbol of God's Presence While Their Hearts 

Were Far From God Himself. 
(I) It is in times of trouble men generally seek help ·in religion-in some form of religion; 

in something which they beDieve to Ibe superhuman and from which they hope supernatural help 
will be de.-ived. (2) Israel, on tJilis occasion, .took the ark of the covenant into the battle; but 
they did not take the needed presence of ·the Lord :Himsel'f. Thus i't is possible to make w·hat 
was designed as a means to an end, an end in itself. The Bi!;lle is invaluable as a treasury of 
spiritual truth; but the mere paper and 'boards are endowed wtith 110 ma·gic power. Yet there 
are those who would use the Bible as an amulet, a ta,lisman, a ch3ll"m. In reality, how· 
ever, it will do no good to ·put the Bible under our ~i11ow if we do not receive its tru1!h into 
our hearts. Some would lnake a saviour of tlhe ohurch and others would similarly use the 
Christian ordinances 'W'bich tltey cal! "'sacraments". But all these things, W'hen 1I\3de an end 
in themselves 4nstead of mere synlbols of spiritua!l. realities, 'wiIJ .he found devoid or spiritual 
blessing. The .... k as a wooden casket overlaid with gold, ,but without God, ·is powerless to heLp .. 
(3) Israel's entohusiasm for the syn.bol was a poor substitute £or a true faith in God. Thus 
men shout 'for religiow; forms and ,become zealous for custoins; and cry "Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians"; but victory is not to be obtained ·in 'this way. 'V·hen Gideon's three bund·red 
sitouted, they shouted ill the confidence that God was rea!l.ly wilth ·them-and the victory was 
thein. (4) Israel's experience 011 this occasi'On ·i\[ustrates the principle ~hat the letter kiJIetl,. 
The a .. k without the presence of God Ibecame an instrument of death. Religion, without the 
spirit, affords no protection from the Philistines. (5) The whole record shows how multiplied 
evils follow in ·the traoin of disobedience. When the ark 'Was removed from ·its place in Shiloh, 
disaster accompa.nied ot everywhere. The sons of Eli 'fell in the battle; and when the news of 
its capture came to ·the aged Eli, he wo fell Ibackward ftrom his seat and died. T'he ch,ld born 
amid such distress was well caned I·chabod, 'for the .glory ·had departed from Israel. 
II. The Presence of the Ark Among the Philistines Was Equally Disastrous. (Ch. 5). 

(1) Wlhen the ark ·was taken into D3Ig'On's te111lple God showed by Dagon's destruction that 
His tem,ple had no agreement with ·idO'ls. W'hile God wiIJ not allow his peopJe to substitute a 
symbol for Himself, He will not permit H.s enemies to presume. (2) The Philistines could find 
no place :for the ark among' them. It was as new wine ·in old ·bottles. The principles of Ohrist 
are as a dead'ly sword to those whose natures are enmity against Him.' T·hns the preaching of 
the principles of Chr:iSll, wit·hout the promise of the Spin-it to vitalize them, is like sending the 
ark into the land or the Philistines. 
III. How the Ark Came Home Again. 

(1) The kine left ·to themselves, took a course whcih was coutrarv to nature and thus 
showed the hand of God. Instead of ret\Jil"J1ing t'O their calves, they ~vent away from them 
Thus othe Philistines kn~,,: that th";r d$truction had not come to them by .chance. (2) Th~ 
men of Beth·sitemesh reJolced to see the ark; a.nd though with the wood of fthe cart and the 
kine w~ioh had drawn ·it, th~ sacrificed to Jehovah, they too felt the divine stroke because I,hey 
looked ~nloc! the ark. A6 thIS sh.ould. teaob us thilt God is ~,,",ible out of Hi. holy places; and 
that He ~lllibe approached only m HIS own appomted way. (3) The .men of Kirjath.jearim were 
equally dIstressed and fo~ twenty years "Israel lamelllled after the ·Lord." Thus neither change 
of place nor passage df tllll1e can avail to avert disaster or to ob~ing blessing. (4) Samuel at last 
tells. 'hiS sec,,;t (oh. 7: 3). Cod demands our l'f'arts and ,for the prepared heal·t there is no 
poSSIble snbshtnte. 
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