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"WHO SHALL SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF CHRIST?" 
A Sermon by the Pastor. 

Prea,ched in Jarvis Street Baptist Church. 
(Stenographically reported.) 

"\Vho shall separate us from the love of Christ? "-Romans 8: 35. 

The smoke of conflict so obscures the future that no in-f,ormed 
and enlightened mind 'can ,contemplate the morrow with unconcern. 
And to this, in the' Christian view, are to be added the ordinary be­
setments of our spiritual relations: the a,pparent and ungue~sed poten­
tialities of evil which inhere in our common human nature; the malign 
spiritual forces which are obje'ctive to ours'elves; and the circum­
stances of life, which in their temporal character and influen<:e, seem 
to be the allies of both the evil without and the evil within. 

With such a prospect observable from the natural plane, it is well 
that we should climb to some Pisgah summit, that we .may see beyond 
the clouds to the golden land of promise and assured possession which 
is ours in. Christ. 

And, therefore, relying upon your pmyerrful attention, with this 
massive and comprehens-ive Scripture ,for a -text, 1 shall try to con­
dense a volume into a sermon, and to compress an extensive exposition 
into a minia~ure of pregnant speech. This text is an e:x;pression of 
a defiant faith, a triumphant grace, and of an exultant hope. We shall 
probably have time to consider only the first of these this morning. 
I. Here, then, is the language of A Defiant Faith. _ 

Even true faith is not without trembling in its first e~erience 
of war, and says, "'What time 1 am afraid, 1 will trust in thee". With 
longer training it entrenches itself in a defensive position, and says, 
'I will nm be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves 
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against me roundabout". But veteran faith grows defiant towards its 
foes, and contemptuous of its hardships; and, like David, goes forth 
to meet the giant in the open field; and, flinging down the gauntlet, 
cries, "If God be for us, who can be against us? Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ?" 

This faith recognizes the malignant purpose of its foes, to separ­
ate the soul from the love of Christ. Outcroppings of this malign 
power· appear everywhere. There is always waiting an extinguisher 
for the candle of love; a poison to ,pollute the stream of love; a vitriol 
to blind the eyes of love; a trap to entangle the feet of love;. a sword 
to sever the arm of love; a paralysis to silence the speech of love. 
That love is an object of attack by invisible foes is abundantly evi­
dent. How insidiously it works among the children seeking to alienate 
brothers and sisters. from each other! How desperately it strives to 
break the bond of affection which unites parents and their children! 
How subtly it works to rob the wife of the love of her husband, and 
the husband of the love of his wife! The great aim of this evil power 
is to separate every mortal from every other mortal's love. 

All this, howev~r, is but indicative of the deeper and ultimate 
design, to separate our souls from ~he love of God; so to deal-with 
us that God shall 'cease to love us: that is the object of all the machin­
ations of the Devil, to put an end to the love of God for you and me. 

This intrepid faith dares to look into the depths of the abyss. Only 
the well.:balanced a~d. sure-footed may safely look over the ~dge of 
the precipice. Here £ait:h contemplates the direst of all possibilities 
-separation from the love of Christ, the becoming of a loveless and 
unloved soul in the universe! Separated from the love of Christ I 
That would mean the extinguishing of the sun, the beginning of 
perpetual night, the annihilation of beauty, the birth of external 
winter! To be separ.ated from the love of Christ would be to s1.i.p 
from the grip of gravitation, and, like a vagrant star, to fall into the 
darkness of an eternal void. There could be no more terrible hell 
imaginable than that, to be separated from the love of God! 

And this dauntless faith defies the visible allies of the invisible 
foes to effect this separation. Here is a confederacy formidahle enough 
to inspire the stoutest heart with fear. But this valiant, veteran, faith 
defies its· adversaries, and challenges their united strength to effect 
the enemy's purpose to separate the soul from the love of Christ. 

Let us examine the· units of this mighty army: "Tribulation". 
That means bodily afflictions, physical disease and infirmity. But 
how shall this turn away the love of Christ"? One may have to cry 
with Job: "My flesh is dothed with worms and clods of dust; my 
skin is broken and become 10at1:tsome. .. My breath is strange to my 
wife, though I entreated for the children's s'ake of mine own body." 
But this cannot turn away the love of Christ. The hero may return 
from the 'War blind, or maimed, or otherwise despoiled of his beauty, 
only to find himseH separated from the love which he valued more 
than life. Not so shall the love of Christ grow cold toward the 
afflkted soul. ' 

But here is another ba:ttalion under General "Distress". \Vhat 
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, po,wer has he to put himself astride the stream of love and separate 
the soul from Christ? "Distress" sllands for the forces which man­
oeuvre to bring us into a strait ,place, which restrict our mobility, and 
deprive us of freedom ,of alCtion, until the mind is imprisoned with~n 
locked doors, and shuttered windows, and life is reduced to a state 
of siege. Shall we then be forgotten of the Iove of Chri!;;t.? Will it 
then 'be impossible for Him to hold communication with His beloved? 
Faith saith, "Come, Distress, see what thou canst do to sever Love's 
communications." You see, therefore, how defiant faith. is! 

Then there is "Persecution". That repres'el1!ts the foes' grand 
offensive, the evils which pursue us, which perpetually dog our steps, 
whi~h harry our spirits, and 'give us no rest. Can persecution drive 
us to such lel1!gths that love cannot span the distance? He is thinking 
not only of religious persecution at the hands of men, though that is 
included; hut 9f the aggressive evils which pursue us through all 
the relationships of life, and .follow us, as Bena-iah followed Joab, even 
into the temple, .and would 'fain wreck our hopes, even as Benaiah 
shed the 'blood of Joa'b as he ·caught ho,ld UpOIl the horns of the altar. 
You know e:x;perimentally what I mean: that all-pervasive presence 
of evil, which descends like a withering blight upon all our holiest 
aspirations, upon all our nobIest efforts, and falls like a deadly par­
alysis upon the hands· that grasp'the altar of atonement! 

And can this' deadly enemy press us so irresistibly as to compel 
us to compromise with evil; and so rob us of our virtue, and of what 
spiritual graces we possess, as to 'quench the l.ove-light in the eyes 

, of the Lord Jesus for our poor, pitilessly harried souts? 
Faith answers: "Come on,' Persecution! Do Joour worst; and 

you shall find that you cannot so' ,despoil this redeemed soul as to 
quench the love of Christ :l)or me." 

Buit see! On they- come, with General "Famine" in the van. Shall 
hunger and thirst, and all th'e pains and horrors of poverty avail to 
reduce the soul to the enemy's terms,-the renunciation of the love 
of Christ? Because the marriage ,is delayed and the Bridegroom 
tarries, 'Will' the ,betrothed of the Lord sell her soul to another, and 
forfeit the love of Christ? Faith defies also this grim warrior Famine 
to alienate the love of ·Christ from the soul. 

A'nd then comes "Nakedness". More than poverty is meant. It 
stands for discovery, revelation, disillusionment. And what if our 
sours be stripped of all covering, of all disguise, and artificial and 
superficia.-l a.-dornment? 

"0 how shall I, whose native sphere 
Is dar.k, whos·e mind is dim, 

Before the Ineffa'ble a'ppear, 
And on my naked spirit bear 
The uncreated beam?'" 

When driven by enemy assaults to the utmost extremity of en­
durance, when se~king to parry the thrusts of a horde of tempta­
tions, when our sinful natures are revealed' in all their native and 
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naked -ugliness, may not these many waters which accomplish this 
unhappy disclosure of our moral nakedness quench the love of Christ? 
Faith has no fear that fhe love of Christ will -be subject to disillusion­
ment. Saith she: 

"He saw me ruined by the fall, 
• Yet loved me notwithstanding all. 

He saves me from my lost estate, 
His loving kindness, 0 how great." 

But Paul mentions two others, these twin ogres, "peril" and 
"sword",-the shadow and the substance, the fear of death and the 
fact of it. To what moral 'and spiritual' perils we are exposed! How 
near to the edge of the precipice we had come! How nearly ov'er­
come of temptation, or, being overcome, how nearly fatal was our 
fall! "As for 'me, my feet were almost gone: my steps had well nigh 
slipped". "When I said, My foo'1 slippeth, thy mercy, 0 Lord, held 
me up". Thus faith survives the perils of the way, and refuses to 
cast away her confidence which hath great recompense of reward. 

But when perils are immediate; when they take physical form; 
when duty points the way to paths of danger,shall an inordinate love of 
life, or a paralyzing fear of death; merit and receive the contempt 
of the self-sacrificing love of Christ? Shall our prindples fail us in 
the -critical hour? Can the perils of the moment induce a moral cow­
ardice sufficient to separate us from the heroic love of Christ? We 
have often been fearful in the midst of the battle; ;but, blessed be 
God, not all' the Devil's "frightfulness" can separate us from the love 
of Christ. 

N or can the "sword" itself. -We read of one who has the power 
,of death, that is the Devil. But whether it be drawn against our 
physical frame, or unsheathed against our spirits, no sword can cut 
through the guard by which Love's own supplies are safely convoyed 
to the soul. They said o,f Lazarus, "Lord, he whom thou lovest is 
sick"; and when Jesus knew that he was dead, He spoke of him as 
"Our friend Lazarus". The power of death could n'ot cut the bond by 
which Lazarus was made the friend of Jesus; and the shield of faith, 
and the helmet of the hope of salvation ave proof against every sword. 

But may not the sword separate us from the love of Christ to-day? 
Ah, you thought the sword must rust in its s'cabbard, that the alarum 
of war would never sound again. .But the devouring sword has been 
abroad again; keener, more destructive, more insatiable than ever. 
And the sword has a fearful power of separation. It can divide na­
tions asunder; it can separate the husband from his wife, the son 
from his mother, the father from his -children. What fortunes it has 
devoured, what families it has bereaved, what homes it has wrecked 
-almost be,fore our eyes! But there is one thing the sword cannot 
do: though it be heated in war's fiercest fires, and tempered in blood 
and tears-hen cannot produce -a sword whose edge is not turned, 
and whose blade is not shattered in any attempt to eut through Love's 
golden chain Iby which the soul is .'bound to Christ I 
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There is still one other sense in which the "sword" fails, It is 
likened in Scripture to an enemy's tongue: "A man that beareth false 
witness against 'his neighbour is a maul, and a . sword, and a sharp 
arrow", David s-aid: "My soul is among <them (that are set on fire, 
even the sons of men whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their 
tongue a sharp sword." 

And oh, what bands of human love this sharp SAword of the tongue 
has severed! \Vhat havoc it has wrought· in the Christian Church; 
what damage it has inflicted upon the nations-a Bernstorff tongue 
was as deadly as a Hindenburg sword. Y.es, "a whisperer separateth 
chief friends". What hearts have been pierced, what friendships 
blighted, what homes destroyed, what lives have been blasted, by 
this sharp sword! 'What loves have perished at the fiery stroke of 
this. poisoned blade, a false tongue! 

And there is "a sharp sword" of which the human tongue is but 
the type. The apostle had such 'an one in mind, "the a~cuser of the 
brethren," who would, if he couId, poison the mind of God against us, 
and ·alienate the affections of the divine Bridegroom from His affianced 
bride. But here faith challenges him to the attempt, and defies him to 
his face: "Who shall lay anything. to the charge of God's elect? It is 
God that justifieth. \iVho is ht; that condemneth", etc. 

At another time I shall try to ·expound to you this saying of 
triumphant grace, by considering .what it means, not to conquer, but 
to be "more than conquerors", to be overwhelmingly vi'ctorious. But 
this morning I leave this message with you, that when ·faith is full 
grown it scorns all compromise, and becomes "aggressively defiant 
toward its foes, crying, "\Vho shall separate us from the love of 
Christ?" 

And faith fills the answering silence with a song: 

"I hea~ the words of love, 
I gaze upon the blood, 
i see the mighty sacrifice, 
And I have peace with God. 

"The clouds may go and come, 
And storms may sweep my sky; 
This .blood-sealed friendship changes not, 
The cross is ever nigh. 

"My love is oft-times low, 
My joy still ebbs and flows; 
But peace with Him remains ,the same, 
No change Jehovah knows. 

"I change, He changes not, 
The Christ can never die; 
His lore, not mine, the resting place, 
His truth, not mine, the tie." 
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EDITORIAL 
(NOTE.-Dr. Shields .is delivering a series of addresses in the United 

States, May ,6th to 16·th. The fo}dowing JectulI'e is ,published to serve the double 
purpose of edUorial matter aud Bible ,Schoo[ lesson notee, the lesson fur May 
25,toh 'being "The Boo,k of Ruth" .. ) 

THE GOSPEJ. IN RUTH. 
The eighth lecture of a ser,les on "Ho~v to ,Study the 'Bible," !by Rev. T. T. 

Shdelds, delivered In Jarvis ,Street Baptist Chu.rch, Toronto, Tuesday evening, 
FebJ'IU&rY 27th, 19,241. (Stenogra,phicaHy reported). 

O
· UR one object this evening, as aI-ways, must ,be to find our way to the LOII'd 

Jesus C.llrdst. This whole ,Bible, we 'have sa-id again and again, ~s as the 
King's pala,ce wherein He is pleased, to dlwell; Ibut ,we must come ,to ft, 

not to see the palace, but to have audience willi t'he King Him>self. !Many of 
you will remember the almost extravagantlly expressed affection for iIlis friend 
whidh Tennyson 'gives us In iIl'is immortal "In Memor,iam"; and I should l~ke to 
bor·row two or tilree o,f iIl,is ,beautifuq stanzas to make application of the prin·ciple· 
to which I !have jut referred: 

"A happy lover who has come 
To look on 'her that loves Ih-iim 'well, 
W'ho 'Ugihts and rings the, gatewaY 'bell, 

And learns her gone' and ,far from home; 

"He saddens', ad! the magic Hgiht 
Hies off at once ,fromo lbower and hall, 
And all the place is ·dar,k, and alII 

TIlle Chambers emp'tied of deliglht: 

"So find I every pleasant spot 
In which we· two were ,wOiIlt to meet, 
The field, the chamber and the street, 

-For all is d'ark where thou art not." 

'I'hus, in ou.r s,tudy of tale Bible, .it js only as we find. our Beloved. as we find 
Him at home in these pa'ges, Slhwll we learn ,to delight ourselves always in the 
law of tbe Lord. And i,f it be that we lose Him, as sometimes :we may, we 
shall do 'Well to emulate t!b.e spolllse In the inspired Song 'of Songs. You w~n 
rememiber how she says, "I ·will rise n()w, and go about the city ,in the street&, 
and ·in the Ibroad ways I will seek him whom my soul loveth: I sou,glht him, ·but 
I ,found h,im not. TIlle 'watchmen 1ib.at go about the .city found me: to whom I 
said, Saw ye h'im 'Wh'om my sowl loveth? lIt was but' a little ,1ib.at I passed from. 
them, but I ,found him whom my soul aoveth: I iIleld ,him, and w'ould not let 
him go." As we come to any ,particular passage of ,Scr,iptu're .it is well for us 
to paJUse on the ,thresho-ld and to' assure ourselves that He is the o,bject o-f ou~ 
se8il'ch, and the desire of 'O!\lr Ihearts. For 'Willen we seek Him in tJhe Word of 
God with our whole hearts', He will be tound of us. 

The book of Ruth, like every other book of Scr,i'pture, is full of ,the Lord 
Jesus. Indeed, it was written for tale ·purpose 'Of introc1'ocing us to Him. In 
the seventeenth verse 'Of the last chapter you have these words: "And the 
women iller .neIghbours gave .it a name, saying, There -is a son bor·n to' Naomi; 
and they cal'led ·Ms named Obed: he is 1ib.e father Gf Jesse, the father of David." 
And· the !book closes with a genealogica,l ta.ble, wihich carr,ies us Iback to Phaa-ez, 
the son of Tamar, the son of Judah. The writer to the He'brews particu'larly 
reminds us that it is ev'ident that our Lord' ,came 10Qlt M Juc1a:h" of which !Moses 
spake nothIng concerning tlhe ,pr,iesthood. ;.4..nd ,in that great argument for the 
superiority. of the priesthood of 'Q:ur 'Lord Jesus, .t'he wrUer ma:kes a special 
point of the fact that Jesus did not come of the pr.iestly tri:be; 'but for a. knl()!W­
ledge of His d'irect descen,t tram Judaih, throll'g;h. 'his Ibirth of ;tohe famHy O'f 
Pharez, we are Ch,iefly dndebied to the book of Ruth. Now do not pass over 
these genealogical tlllbles; d'O not d'isregard 'What seems to be sometimes the 
drier and-less 1'nteresting pOll'ti"ons ot Scripture; for ,f,f you exam-ine 'Ph~m ca.re-

\ , 
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fully you ;wm find' that hidden away among almost unpronounceable names, 
which in p.laces 'crow:d ea·ch other ldke .mighty trees ilf a 'forest, or like great 
rocks ;in a 'Weary land,-'hidden away am()lng vhem you will find some precious 
nuggets of truth, an of them link,ing us up in ·some, way ·or another to our Lord 
Jesus Ch-rist. Till'e Iboo,k, ·then, is a }1nk ,in tJhe Il"ecord of the 'lineage of Da,vid's 
greater Son. 

'J.'1h,is book must have ,been written at a ·time when 'David had already be­
come f'am'aus in Israel; ,for the o'll'tstan'ding feature of the· lbo()lk is that .it ,is a 
story of ·Vhe anteced'ents o.f David" the son of Jesse. He was all·ready a con!!IPicu­
ous .figure 1.0 the ·history of God's peo·ple when -this book was wr.itteiJ.; otlherl\V·ise 
nis genewIogy would not have 'been of any particular interest. It must ihave 
·been w·ruten at Ii. date long a.fter the events recoTded 'in ttbe ,book occurred. In 
t'he last C/h·a,pter of the book ,we ue reminded of a custilm that 'had formerly 
obtained: "Now this was the manner in former -time ·in Israel concerning redeem­
ing and concerndng ·chang.ing, ·for to -con·firm all things; a man plu'Cked' off ihis 
shoe, and gave dt to his neighlbolllr: a·nd· this was a testimolllY in IsraeL" But 
the p·ractice had' faJlen into. d'isuse at the time the' sto·ry was written, and he 
inserts tMs ex,planatory word in order ,that ·his readers m.ay understand why 
Boaz plucked off his shoe. These matters give us some· indication of when the 
book ·was written; but, while written -in DavId"s day, OT later, its h·istory, as .its 
opening verse informs us, belo'ngs to the .day.s w·hen the judges ruled. There­
fOll"e, you have bhat !p'l"oblem to solve, as to how tihe writer olbta,ined his infor­
mation of that which happened so aoog before· with such a wealth of d1eWI-; for 
certainly it colllld not ha·ve :been written ,by 'ollle who was a. contemporary o.f the 
events ·recorded. The facts ·p-ro·ba;bly were obtained, il·r· kn'owlec'f,ge of them, 
from otner documents; ,but the whole story bears unmistaka'bly the stamp ilf 
divine inspiration. 

. 'Dbe book eJof !Ruth is really one o·f the mlOst 'c:harming .idyl.ls ·to 'be found in 
all the realm O'f I-iterature. If -it had' been pijssible to lose tMs' story from the 
can·on of Scripture, ·and then to have red·iscovered .it among some old ma,nu­
scripts, and to have ~e8'd ·it, ask,ing one's self 't,he questi-o!Il, where dId t'his come 
from? w'ho wrote it? what is .as pUI'iPose?~i·f one were to ·a'pproach it 8ilmost 
·mithout the assumption of Us hav.ing a divine origin, there is somebhing wbout 
the story .use1-f, ·its inherent ,beauty, "its intr.insic mor·al and .spi'l"i·~uaI worth, 
w·hieb ddfferentiates it from all merely human pr:oductions .. It seems til me ·it is 
im~oss-ilble to ·read ·bhe sio·ry c,f Ruth without feeling it !has .us legitimate place 
in the ·canon of .Scr-i·pture. It ,is 'beyond any q'llest-ion an -integral i>&rt of the 
Word o! Gild'. 

In .passing, I just want.-incide-ntal'I); t"o ask this questio-n, which applies to 
other po.rtions 'o,f 'Bcri-pture as w'ell as t:he 'boook of RIIl.th: what is it that d,is­
tingu,ishes tdle insp.ired Word from ·all other 'bilO'ks, whether 1t be GeneSiS, 
Exodus, Leviti-cus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, J.udges', Ruth, Samuel, 
Kings, Chronicles, o·r any other book~wbat is it ,that separates' :it, and d'iffer­
entiates it ·from any other kind of literature, wh·ich makes )'l01ll ~nstinctively feel 
as you ·read >it, this 'j·s different from anything to ilIe found, .in any other book? 
The Bible dlas ·been tran·slated in-to more languages ·than any ilther book; ,but 
no matter intO' what language it is translated, .it remains the same boo,k of 
distinct.io·n; it stand'S out a thing apart. 'It has been transllllted into languages 
wbich hav.e 'been :reduced to w'riting by 'the missionMias· o,f the croas. Men 
have gone into Africa and to other parts o·f ·the world among savage tr.ibes, 'and 
Ii·ave spent years picking u·p 'Word·s that ,feU ,f·rom their Ups, and gradually 
reducing the spO'ken word to a 'WII'itten Janl1iuage', ·compi.}:ing d-i-ctionar.ies, formu­
lating gra-mmars; and .then t'h'ey dlave t,ranslated -the Bi-ble into the speech of 
the people--in many cases ·tihe first ·boolk of the· langua'ge to ,be ·so translated, 
and wben .it is thus translated', it 'has the same charm; ·the same :peculiarity; 
there is some·thIng atbout dt that different-iates' .it ,from all ilther literature. 

W!ba·t is that something in the Word of God wMah no language can disguise, 
which neJo .idiom can conceal? You .have 'o,bserved that ·there a,re some ipeople 
,,"ho seem to look ,we}'1 no matter how they are ·d.ressedi. 'I mean some ladies, of 
course: you do not pay attention ,to how men are d·ressed'. But tihere a;re some 
ladies who seem to have an air' of distinction 8.'bout them, no matter hQW tJhey 
are dressed; Wlhe·ther they are dressed ·in the ,fashion or out of :the fashion, it 
m.a.kes. no d'iiferenoe. You know what I mean'? iI -cannot explain it, !!Jut the 
plainest f,rock worn iby some women seems to ,be an adornment. Someone 
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remarks (confidentially, to a fr.iend, of cQlUI"6e), ",I sww Mrs, ISlHl.nd-So, or Miss 
So..a.nd-So ,with a new dress to-day. I should like to !have one 'like it." B.ut 
when they get it and put ,it .on t!hey do not like it at all. They t'h,ink it 1s the 
fault of the dress; ibhey wond'er what in the world is the matter; they do not 
und'erstand it. But t!he intimate ,frienUs of that lady ;whose dress was so 
attractive say, "YIQIU know she can wear anytihing." I Temember my mother, 
when moildiloy protesting ,against the careless d,isregaro of the proprieties 'by 
certain people, saying, "They seem to think t!hat any1ft1ing becomes them." 
Of course, she was spea'king of manners; 'and it .is not true of manneI"6: any 
sort of manners' are not Ibecoming. But it is tl'ue in the matter .of dress in 
respect to some people, 1':h,at almost anythdng is becom1ng,. I suppose it is 
,because of S'O'IIle d,isti-nction of 'fl'g,ure, soane gr,ace of carria.ge, an indefinable 
something that puts music and Ipoetry into every pose and motion; and so the 
dress instead of ,being an adornment, is itseU a'dlorned by tlhe pel'son who 
wears it. 

-Now t!here Is something about the 'Scripture, 'there ds something within it 
t'hat gives d'istinction to the 'language in 'W'hi'ch its truth is expressed, no 
matter what ·that language may be. 'H is the beautUul sou'l of the Scri.ptul'e 
itself; it Is tJhe ,d,ivinely revealed pur,pose of 'redempt·ion running through 
every book, and' that 'is so different f.rom. anytJhhl;g to 'be fuound any,where else; 
wh'ich gives 'beauty and grace and 'glory to 'the language in which that soul .is 
clot'hed; it is t!he tiho.ug'ht of God in this Book, ,and even when clothed tn defect­
ive human speech, the tJholllght of 'God ds always glorious. T,he unity 'Ol the 
'books of Scripture is 'both good and: pleasant, 'as W'hen 'bre1ft1ren dwell together 
in unIty: "It ,is lIke the ,precious ointment upon the head, that ran down uopon 
the ibeard, even Aaron's heard: tlhat went down to tlhe ski'rts 'O'f h'is gar-ments." 
'.l1he ano.i'nting oif anointed the whole opel'son, unt1'l the ,lir8lg.rance of the divine 
approval was shed, forth from the WiIl,ole man. Tlhus, there is a savor of Christ 
aoout the whole Bible: "Thy name--,says the spouse in the 'Song-is as ointment 
poured ofortJh." 'Dr. Frost was Bpe~ing to us on Sun:day mor,ning aobout Aaron's 
garments ,being "for glory and ,for Ibeauty"; and 'W'h.at the 'garments of Aaron 

. were to tJhe Illerson of the 1h1-~h"pr.iest, t!he lang,uage of Scripture Is to the person 
of our Lord Jesus Ch,rist. '11hey are but 'g'al"ments "for ,glory and lor beauty"; 
and ·it is t!he Person of Jesus ooncealed ,and yet reveaJled in every 'page and in 
every verse IOIf ,Scriptu:re--1he inCOlIIl'para.ble ,Saviour, ''the chiefest among ten 
thousand," and the "altogether lovely" Son of oGod.-It is Jesus in :the Bible 
that makes '1ft1e Bibl'9 different llrom all .other book,s, and it is tlhe all-persuasive 
presence of Jesus in the book of 'Ruth that 'gives it its chief ch·arm. 1'hu:s we 
turn toO this as we ·turn to the gospel. 

How well1Jhis lays the found'a:tioll f.o'r a reYelation of Htm W,ho was "a man 
of sorro.ws, ·and a.cqU'ainted with ,~rier." "Now.it came to pass in the days when' 
the ju'liges ruled, th'at tlhere was a famine in the land. And a 'certain man of 
Beth-lehem-jurdalh went to sojourn in the country of Morub, =he, and his wife, and 
his two SOUB. And the name of the man ·wae EI1,inelech, and .the name of his 
wife Naomi, and tJhe name O'f his two sons Mahlon and ChiHon, EphratlJUtes of 
Beth-Iehem-juda!h. And they ,came Into the country of Moab, and continued 
there. Allld El'imeleoh, NaomI's !husband, died; and she was left, anll her two 
SOllS. And .they took ,them wives of the woanen of !Moaib; oflhe ,name of the one ~ 
was Oripah, and the name of the other 'Blut!h: and they dwelt there a:bout ten 
yeal'S. And MaMon a.nd Ohilion d,led also hoth of them; and the woman' was 
left ol her two sons and h'er !hUSband." W'h>at a :gloomy ;story!-lfaanine, poverty, ._ 
emdgration, deatlh, death again, death again: tihree Umes -the dark angel comea 
into this !home. This is the fou'nd'ation upon whIch this ma,rvellous story is 
based. 

,she !heard ",that the Lord 'had, visited !his people i·n 'giving them 'bread," and 
s'he decided to t'etu'rn ihome again, and; iller IlW1()I daughters-in-l'aw went with her. 
But on the way she ba.d:e them retuTn to their peop'le. Orpah ~issed iller and 
returned', 'but Ruth conUnued with !her. What rubout Bluth? She was the 
grandmother of David; she was the an'cestress of ou,r Lord:; her blood 'Was in 
His veins; beihold, she was a. ,woman of Moab, outside the iptlle of I8l'ael; she 
was a l\ftoabltess, and the MOIIIootes had given, the P90iPle of Israel no reason to 
,be ldndly d·f&posed toward them: a woman of ,BOrrowS, and acquad.nted with 
gr.iet; and yet She shows a ~ticular qual,ity that 'is to finll its hl,~hest exempli­
fication in !her glorious 'Son Wlho is to ·come in the doim 'and distant future. 
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"Behold thy sister4n-law is gone .baclt unto ,her people·, and unto her gods," 
sid N~i to Ruth·, "return ·thou after thy sister-in-law." And where 1W'i1l you 
find' anywhere outside 0If the ·Bible a passage !l1ke tMs? Oh, tille. music of it! 
You knQw they S'ay that if you .pick up a shell .from the sellA!hore and put it to 
your ear you can hear ·bhe sea roaring. They used to tel,l me that wben I 'W·as a 
child. The eClho of the music in wb'loo' it was born is still wUhin. And tMs is 
a '}dttIe 'bit of iheaven let down to e'a·rth, and if YDU put it to your ear you can 
catc'll the echo o·f ,the song of the redeemed, the mighty Iholy Hallelujalhs of the 
sky: "Intreat me not to ·leave thee, Oil" to refiU:l'n ·from following after t·hee~ for 
w!h·it'her thou goest, I wiU' go; and. !WIhere thou lodgest, iI will lodge: thy people 
shall 'be ,my .people, and ·thy God my ·God: where tihou diest, .. wJ.U I die, and. ,iliM& 
will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught 'but death part . 
thee and me." "And 'I give ·unto .them eternall1-fe; and they shall never perish, 
nelthe·r shall any man pluck them oot of my Ihand. My Father, Wlhich, gave them 
me, ,is greater than all; and, no man .is able to pluck them out of 'Illy Father's' 
hand." There is a suggestion, a promise and' iPrOP'hecy of One Who shaH ibe 
still more coillstant, aud Who will never leave nor forsake ·those wha-m He loves. 

;r rejoice to rememiber that Rutlh· 'Was a Mo-abitess; and il! y·ou go back 
over ilie long line of our ·Lord's genealogy yOU wiJ.l find not only tbe name of 
Ruth ilie Mowbitess, but o·f Rahwb the ha'l"la-t, and Tamar as wen: ''!For verily 
he took not '0'11 him the nature of angels; ,but he tllP,k on him the seed of 
A·brlllham." He was made like unto His brethren; He was one with 11&; He 
stooped to ilie .}o-west depths; He made Himself ()f no reputation; He came to 
give !hope to evei"Y sinner. Yet, !here, by d·iv·ine ,grace, you 'have the very noblest 

• virtue s'hindng out o·f the character o.f :the IMOIIJbitess: taUoched 'by Israel's God 
and by the grace of His Spirit, ahe had evidently be~n made other than she was 
iby natu-re. A·nd the tie wih.ich 'bound her to Naomi w'as fundamental'ly a reli­
gious tie; for she said, "Thy !pea-pIe Slhall ·be· my people, and thy God my God." 

".Ah, g·race! ,into unliikeliest hearts, 
It is Tlhy boast to oome; 

The glory of Tlhy Iiglht to find 
In darikest spots a iIlome!" 

Last 'week I spoke aJbout th'e Ibook of Jud·g.eS' as a book of prov.idence; so is 
this; and so is every Ibook of the Bible. IW·hen Naomi, ·after 'her IIJbsence of tell 
years, returned to. Beth-Iehem, ·the people gathered a.bout and they sai'd, "'Is tibia 
Nao-m.i? And .she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for :the 
Almoighty :hath dealt very 'bitterly :with me., 'il 'Went out fun and the· LOTd hath 
broug,hot me home a.gain. empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord 
bath testified 'against me, and ·the Almighty iIl'a-th afflicted' me? So Naomi 
ret-U:l'ned, ancJi Ruth the Moabitess, :her daughter-in-laow, 'With her, wJlich 'return­
ed out o.f tibe country of ·Moab; and'they came .to Beth-'lehem in the ,beginning 
rof barley Ibarvest."· How many people there are w·ho talk like· that!-"the 
Almighty 'hath. dealt very bitterly with me." T,hey would chang·e their name, 
and yet 

"The ·threads our hands .in !bUndness spin 
No. self-determined: plan weaves in: 

The shuttle of the 'Unseen !powers 
Works out a pattern not as ours." 

"I went out fiull," Slhe said', "and .ilie Lord hath. brought me home again emiPty." 
No, Slhe came back again with Ruth, and she was -to d'iscover that she had found 
'her fOortune after all -in the' land of Moa'b. TItus the Lord Iblesses His ,people, and 
bring·s His pu·rposes of grace to 'PalSS·. 

In the second ch'apteT YOU will find that Ruth's po'Verty sends her forth to 
glean . after the ·reapers·. And let me ·pause bere to say that Ifor some reason 
known on.ly ,to Himself, God's pur:poses 'of ·grace seem to llave run very largely 
throu·gh -the Uves Of iPoor .people. lAJbraJham was nOot a rich man until God made 
:Mm so. W'hen' Je.cOob went away frOom home ihe hadl nothing, :but when he came 
'back he confessed' "w,lth my staff I passed over ·this Jordan; and, now I am 
'be.come ~wo band·s." Willen Joseph went away -from home he not only had 
nothing, he w~ nothing; he ·was sold fOil" silver; and yet God b·rought him to 
the th,rone. Moses became' rich because he was bro,ught up In the ihouse of. 
Pharaoh's daughter; but it was not uutil 'he became poor that God cou.ld do 
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anything with him; and he is noted in thIs record as 'haviug' esteemed "·the 
reproach of Oh·rJ.st greater riches thaID. the treasures ~u Egypt." And j() on all 
the way d'own through the Book. 

And Ruth went to ·glea·n after the reapers, "and -her 'hap was to Hght on a 
part of the ,field belonging IUnto Boaz;" Well, Wiha~ dIoI you mean by ''h9Jllpen''? 
!of you mean chance, then it is not 'true; 'if yOU mean btlat Y'OU di'd not how the 
pur,pose behind that ordInary occure·nce, -then you·r ,laDgluage is permi,S'SLb~e. 
Ruth -HUe knew what was in· that apparent happening when she came upon the 
field of Boaz. 'Thus, dear fdend~, God [eads His elect to-day. You kn'O'W the 
sweet story of 'how Boaz came ,into the field and said unt'O the reapers, "Whose 
damsel ds this'?" Aud -they said, "It is the Moabitish 'damsel that came back 
wIth Naomi out of the country of Moab." T,he·n Boaz 'began ro tadte an interest 
in iller, aud he said to t-he reapers, "Do not ,forbid 'her; J.et !her follow after you; 
and'do not dean up the fields -too closely whe,re she is ,gleaning; Ibut let fa}'l some 
IOf the Ihandil~u'}s of Plll'pose for her." And to Ruth !he said, "It hath fully been 
shewed me a:ll that :thou !has' done unto ,thy mooher-i'n-l8IW since the doea.t'b. of 
th,ine husband. . . . The ILord recompense thy work, and a full reward Ibe 
gIven thee of the ILord God of ·Is'rael, under wIhose 'wings tlhou art come '1'0 trust." 
Boaz 'knew ,why she 'had 'come, t'hat she Ihad come <to :trust und·er the shadow o,t 
God's ·win,gIl. By the way, When you read ,those stories, supposed to Ibe fun,ny 
stories, aJbout the dmpoSf!i,biIity of getting along /With a mother-in-law, -read thds 
:i.nspjred: 'story; for there ·are m'Otihers-in-la.w and· mothers-in-law; and there are 
da'lJlglhters..in"llllw and d8luglhtenl-in-law, !let :tJhem iba.th tr.ust IUnder the eha'dow of 
Gollo's wings, and they will Ibot'h be lhaPIPY ,there. 

How full of human nature bhlis story ois, 'and yet how llull, too, of divine 
1nsplration: "And Boaz said unto -her, At mealtime come thou hither, and eat 
of tht 'bread, and .d:ip thy ,morsel, in ,t'he vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: 
and he -reached !her parched. eorn, an·d she ,did eat, an:cI. was sufficed,." lAnd 
coming home her mother-'in"law said unro her, "Where hast thou- gleaned to­
day?" Ruth in sincerity told the story: "I went out to ·g.lean and I just !ha.p­
pened to get into the field of a man called' B~az." "Boaz?" said Naomi, ".Wlb.y he 
is one of 'our next kinsmen." "Yes," sai'd Ruth, "and he ,told' me btl,at 'I was not' 
to go in any 'other 'field, Ibut that J: was to 'keep fast ,by h.is 're81pers until ,Ilhe end 
of barJey harves't." "And Naomi s·a.id unto Ruth -her ,d'lIIUghJter-in-law, It is 
good, my doo,~ter, that ,thou ,go O'U-t with his maidens, th'at they meet thee 'not 
in any other fielod." W'hen Boaz readhed her bhe ,p.arched corn Slhe a;te and w,a,s 
suffi-ced. :And when our lBoaz ,gives IUS a dainty bit, as we sit down under 
His ·sha:dow and find! His fruit sweet u:ntQ pur tast~, :there is a flaVlo'r, there is a 
something about the meal tba:t He \l>,rovides wh-ich cannot 'be ·found anywhere 
else. It is 'a 'blessed thing to ,le8ll'n :the ·secret of shutting yourself up to the 
·fi·e!lds of Boaz, and talci.ng the good, sound', ,sane advice of N'II:omi, "Let them 
meet fJhee not -in any ,other field. Let dt be Boaz or ·nobody." 

We a're now com'e to :the t'hird ohapter, and I ,confess it is an extraordinary 
cha.pter: it .tells the story of the courtshi'p 'Of Boaz and! 'Ruth. I suppose some 
,people would regard the story as unique; they wO'U'ld say it is ·different of-rom all 
ot'her stories I()If 'cou·r.tSlll'i~. It is, of COlm'se, an 'old wodd story; but the out­
standing characteristic of dt, and tha.t W'hwh ma.kes' ;it so different from any 
otiher story 'Of courtshi~ tJhlllt ever was known is that -the womlllIl helped, a little! 
You see that, don't you? 'She did not leave it all ,t'O 'Boaz to do; Sihe did! a lUUe 
Iher.s'e!lf. Of course, in real Ufe, they never dl()l that! They are su,ch elusive 
creature.s! T.hat -is 'One interpretation; !but may there not be an'Other? I 
won'der if dt means ·this: that ,the 'B~ble is a·fier all tJhe one book in -the world 
that is a perfect mdr,ror of ibJumau :nat.ure, and tells the truth oa:bout t'h.ings; and. 
that it 1s 'brave enough to tell the truth even aJbout this? 

That is the Ihuman side 'Of ·it, \but think of the spiritual ap.pUcation_ The 
'Lover o()'f our 'souls 1W1ll forgive us <if we make l'Ove t'O Him; He w.nI forgive us 
if we seek Him, wlhen we ,know that He is seeking us; He wiU for-give us i-f ,we 
make a ready 'and 'wi'Iling a.nd' ihearty response to t'he appeal of His affection: 
"Willen chou sa'idst, Seek ye my face; my heart sa.id unt'O tillee, Thy face, Lord, 
wm l( seek." There is a ·mut'Ual-ity about the reIationsh-1.p of t·he soul to Ohris-t 
after all. 0 yes, I believe tll'at sa;l-vation is of. grace, I ,believe in God's sovereign 
electing .love; but I believe the l'ove Of our Boaz is so wonderful that He 'has a 
way of wo()oi-n-g -us an'd winI)'ing uos in s.pite ()f ourselves, ·so ifih·a,t we become His 
wUling s1ave.s; 
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"For, ah, the Master .is so ,fair, 
ISO sweet His smile on lbaui-shed: men 

Tlra,t they who meet Him Un.aJW'll:re 
Can never .rest on eartJh again. 

"And they Who see Him risen, afar, 
On God's rigth.t hand to weliCome them, 

Forgetful stand of h'<lQlie 8iD.d land 
DeS'i'1"in.g fair Jerusalem. ... 

11 

'Thi-B story, 'as ,far 'as we ha,ve, 'gone to th,is ·third cha,pter, provIdes a very 
striik,ing Hlus'tration of W'ha.t constitutes <true fa,joth. Faith; after all, is not ill 
product of reason. Faith .i.s a divine .int,uit:ion; it is a spiritual instinct; it 
is sometihing that is .born In us 'by the :Spirit 'Of God:. -Y:e's, :the Lord sa.id, "T\he 
ox ,lmowetJh nis owner, and the ass 'hIs master's cr.i!b---iilpe·aking of the 'people ·in 
a state of apostasy-but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider." 
But the soul that is really born of <the Spirit of God has a 'kind of extra. se,nse, 
ana'logous to 'tJhe ,feminine sense in the material realm. PSY'chologIcaUy, it is a 
fact tihat women are different from men. Very few women reason. Now do not 
be offended Iby my say,ing that. ,It is true. A g·reat many men do not reason 
either; but very ,rew rwoomen ,reason. The;y ,do not count things up Uke men do; 
they are a 'S01"t of ready ,reckoner; they get ~e 'result !by some mysterious means 
th·at no one on eartlh can explain.. You ask a woman iller reason for dooing a, 
certain thing, ·and 6ihe !Wi'll genE!ll'ally answer, "BeC8lUse,"-"Because-" with a 
dash after it, ibecaus'e nobody 'knows why, and she 'doesn't eit'her. 'But in her 
jud,gment of many things she ,is riogihlt; she leaps to a conclusi'oon whHe 'her slow, 
plod,din'g husband lumlbel"S' a.l'ong behiud Iher, reasoni,ng ,h'is way throug-h. It is 
Instinctive with a 'child to trust its fatiher 01' mo'tJher. "For .by grace are ye 
saved through ,f.ai"th; and ,that not of you,rselves: it.is the gift of ,God." Spi~itual 
faith, t110lllt out,going of the l'louol Wlhlj·c'h understands God· and wh,j.ch lays illold 
of Gold', is something ·that ·Is begotten wi,thin ·us by the !Holy 'Glhos1:, that is not 
natural ·at all. He h'as !put His Sp.lorit in ,our hearts, tea:ching us to cry "Abbil 
Father." 'We can Him Father: we ,know He is our F1aIt'her Ibecause His Spirit 
is within us. 

Now Naomi 'had 'been aWIliY a lohg time, hut w>hen she came 'back, and when 
she heard toha,t Boaz had taken knOlW·led,ge 'OIf Iher 'Claug.hter-in-law, :t'hat he ha.d 
sent >her home lad'en with barley, and" that he >had let fall some handllu'ls of 
purpose for Iher, She said instinctively~if I may 'paraphrase her saying-"Now 
give Ihim Ms ,f,un 'Opportunity; do not go in any otJher field to 'glean; you depend 
absolutely upon h,im,. He;is our near lcinsm!an, and '1 feel 'that 'he has a grelllt 
heart and a purpose 'of love concernIng y.ou." 'Dhen in ·the third choalPter when 
Rutil came home and told· her how Boaz ;had spoken to her, Naomi uttered 
these wonder-ful words: ".sl·t still, ,my dau'g!hoter, uutil thou know how the matter 
will faU: for the man wiU not 'be in rest, until 'lhe h'ave finished' the tohdng ·this 
day. .I bUnk I know Boaz, an'd havi.ng :begun the t>hing he wUl finish it. I 
bel'ieve t'hat he will ma:ke "it his maiIi Ibusiness, and that he wHl do not>hing 
else until he has fulfilled his pU'rpose respecting you. You just wait and' trust 
hIm· ... 

Is no.t that the 'atUbude of soul that we oug.h,t always to a·ssume toward 
our Beloved,? ".sit stilI, my soul, until thoou ,know 'how the matter will faa: 
for y,our Redeemer will not be.In rest until he 'h'ave ,finished the thing ,this day." 
He wiH save us; He wJll save us for ever! Bya spirituaI instinet we ltnow the 
divine Bridegroom !\VIill never ibe charged: with 'breach of promise. The Marrillige 
o.f ,the Lam·b wi'll OOl'.tainly come, and at His 'appoinlted' hour :iot wUl be said. 
"Tilte ma.rrillige ·of tlhe La.mb ,is com~, and >h,is wife hath mad'e 'herself read;y." 

The [ast clJ.a,pter is f.ull of interest. Boaz ,tells' Ruth in the toholrd dh,a.pter 
thlllt While 'he Is a near ,kinsman, he is not <the nearest kinsman. He said, 
"There .is anQther nearer tliau I, and I shall have to give him >his opportunity 
acoordi.n,g to ,law. I Shan Ihave to give him n.is chance to 'redeem Ihis in>heritanee 
if he 'Mlnts to. A.nd· then 1.f Ihe does not redeem H, I wlU redeem it. I will 
stand back, and· II wiU see i-f there is any otJher eye to 'pity, .if there is any 
othe'r arm .tQ sa'Ve; and if there be not, then .mine own eye sha:ll pity, and 
mine own arm shall ibring saJ!v81tiQn." , 

Do you see the analogy? 0 no! Jesus was not'Qur kinsman; He was nQt 
our ne~t of ,kin: He ·became !(loUr kinsman in Qrder tha-t He might >have a right 
to. redeem. He gave the flrst Adam his MI dbanee, and he failed: 
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"0 loving wisdom o't our God, 
Wihen all was sin and Slhame; 

A second Adam to the !light, 
And to the ;rescue came. 

"0 wisest love thM flesh and- blood 
Whdch did in Adam fail, 

S,hould strive afres'll against the foe, 
Should strive and mould prevail." 

"Then went Boaz up to the galte, and' ,sat him d'Cl,wn ,there: and, 'beholdl the 
kinsman of :wIh.om Boaz spake came by; unto wBlom !he said, Ho such a one! 
turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside and sat down. And! he took 
ten men of the elders of the city, and said, ISit ye down here. And they sat 
d'own. And' !he said unto .the k,insman, Naomi, that is come agaoin out of the 
country o,f iMoab, selleth a parcel of land, -whidh was our brother Elimelec.h's: 
and ;r thought to advertise tihee, saying, Buy it 'before the 'inhabitants, and before 
the elders of my lPeople. If t'hou ,wilt :-edeem .ft, redeem it: but if ,thou wilt not 
redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it ,besIde 
thee; and I am after thee. And ,he said, I wHI redeem 'it. Then said' iBoaz, Wiha.t 
day thou b'llyest .1Ihe field of the land of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth 
the M:oaJbitess" the wi,fe of the dead, ,to raise up the name o-f the dead' upon his 
inherita,nce." Do you see?-----'he had to t8lke Ruth along-not _onl,y the farm but 
S'Clmebody with it: -that was qu.f.te a.no,ther story, wasn't.it? "And the kinsman 
said, -r cannot ,redeem it :fo'r myself, lest I mar mine o'wn inheritance: ,redeem 
thou my ,rlght to thyself; for I ,canno-t··redeem it." Then ,follows the passage I 
quoted: "Now this was the manner ,in 'llo-rmer time in Isra,el concernin'g Il"edeem­
ing and concerThing changing for to confirm aU things; a man plucked off iMs 
shoe, and gave it to his neigh,bour: and tll'Is was a testimony in IS1"l8:e1-. There­
fore the kinsman sai.d un,to Boaz, Buy it for thee. So ihe drew off Ih,is shoe. 
And Boaz said un,to t'he elde,rs, and unto all the ,people, Ye are witnesses It!his 
day, that I have bought all that was ElimeleClh's, and' all that was Chilion's and 
Ma'hlon's, of the hand of Naomi. Moreo,ver Ruth ,tihe MoabItess, the wife of 
Mahlon, !have I purchased to ,be my 'Wi,fe, to raise up the name of the dead upon 
his .Inheritance, ,t'hat tihe name of tihe dead, be not cut off from among his 
brethren, and from ,the ,gate of his ,place: ye are wi.tnesses this day. And all 
the ,people that were in the gate, a.nd the eld'ers, sald, We are witnesses." 

So Boaz played the pa,rt 01' tJhe redeemer: he ,paid the price beca..use ,tihere 
was none other .to 'pe,r,form a kinsman's part. Thus are we i1"edeemed 'by the 
preciooUs blood, olf Ohrist ,In tbe presence of witnesses. If I had time to draw 
the veH and project this passage 'back to .the ,foundation of thin'gs, we should 
find tllat long ago Jesus entered into an engagement-Uthe med,iato'r of the new 
covenant," "the Lam,b slain-as we have ,seen in other lectures-trom rthe 
foundation c,f ,the world"--and, Jesus entered into an engagement ,to ,pUll"chase a 
Bride. Somebody ·asked me vhe ot'her day wh'at I it'hought was ,the meaning of 
the par-a.ble o·f the mell"chant ma,n "who, when he had found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that -he ha.d, and Jbou,g!l).t dt." ,Does the merchant repre· 
sent a soul seekin,g salvation? II tiJJ.,in'k not. Our gJorious Lord Jesus .I·s the 
merc-han.t man W'ho went seeking goo'dly pearls, and His heart d,iscerned His 
Ruth, a pea.rl of great p-rice-tih,e Church whIch He wou'ld make His ,bride; an,d 
in order that He might ,have it He sold all that He ihad and bought 11. Jesus 
invested- His .a.Il ILpon Calvall",y; He purchased His Ibride with His -heart's Iblood. 
W'hat Naomi said Boaz would, do, Gur Boaz accompiished. He was never ,in 
rest, until He cried, "n is finished." 

And so does our Lord Jesus Choose His Bri·de ,from 'among ,the aliens .• Oh, 
how wonderfu'! .that is! "IMoreover Ruth ·tihe .MoBlb.itess, the wife of MaJhJon, 
have I purchased to be my :wi'fe"-a. widowed soul, he enriched' wi,th all the 
wealth 'Otf his 'great affection, and 'Of bis great estate; the one trom whom all 
hope 'had ·departed hoped again. Ruth became the grandmoth·er o,f David, 8.lld 
was 'given a place in the -hGnolLred list of ,the ancestors of our ,Lord. 0 marvel 
of ',grace! That He Mould love one whose affection the ·world, and .the flesh, 
have engaged. 

I have ·made only the barest suggestions to yOU to-n'ight; but ,1 wi·eh you 
wouid take tihe ibook of Ruth and read oft. over, and o·ver, arid over again, until 
you see Jesus on every page of it. 

. , 
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