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"N evertheleal when the Son of man cometh, shall he find fai th on the earth 1 .. ..:. 
St. Luke 18: 8. 

IT is well fre'quently to remind ourselves that our Lor~ Jesus is coming again. 
There are some who boast of being forward-looking men; and that is well. 
We canno't live in the past. We may not live wholly in the present. We 

m)lst 'prepare for our to-morrow. And the most tremendous even1t, which is 
certainly included in tlhe divine 'programme, for the future, is t~e personal 
visible retu,rn of the Lord: '~nce in the end of the age Christ appeared ,to put 
away sin :by the Sacrifice of himself. '.' . and unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the ,second time without sin unto salvation", There are some 
pOl'lsib1l1tles of the tu,ture, and some actualities at the present, concerning wfh·ich 
the individual may afford to ,be indifferent. They are not di'1'ecely related to 
him; they may be related to others, 'but they do not come within the sphere ot 
his life. But there is no one Who can afford· to 'be i-nd,ifferent ,to this' great fact of 
,the coming ot the Lord: "Behold, he cometh with cLouds; and every eye shall 
see him, and they also whi~ pierced him; and, all kindred's of the earth sball 
waU ,because of bim". There are 'some movements ot ,present day history con­
cerning wbicb ,tbe Oburch 'need not ,be particularly alarmed'; they do not relate 
tbemselves d,frectly to the Church's life. But tbe second comin·g of Cbrist must 
be a matter o·t supreme interest and imp,oll'tance to ,the b'ody of God's elect 
people, wbo boave ·been called by the effectual call of grace, wasbed in the 'blood, 
a:nd adopted into ,tbe ,divine 'family-the "chur.cb of the firstbo~, wfhicb aN 

written i,n beaven". There are some tbin'gs in whicb 'buman gove~ents, the 
State in 'general, may have no interest; 'but -this tremendous event has to do 
wj.th all ~overnments, with all nations, with all kindreds, and peoples, and 
tongues, tbe world around.. Indeed" tbe 'JIl'omise of the coming of tbe Lord 
relates itself to the entire ,creation; for "the whole crellition groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now. And not oilly ,they, but 'ouraelves &180, 
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\ , , 2 THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
which have the firsUruits ·of the .spirit, even we oU'l'selves groan within our· 
selves. waiting' for the ad'Option, to wit, the re'demption of our .booy," .which 
will take ·place at .the coming of ·tlhe Lord. This is-

"The one far-off divine event, 
To which the whole creation moves." 

How strange ·therefore that so many professing Christians should ·be indU 
fwent to this great fact, -that the W-ord of God is full lo,f the promise 'Of the 
Lord's·retu·rn! I have no new -thin.g to say this evening; but shall endeavour 
to stir up your pure minds, fa Hawing the apostolic principle, by way of remem· 
brance; and ·to call to your recollecUon' great trut'hs to which Soo·me of you 
have already given ·intellectual assent, but which may have no practical sanc­
tifyin.g power ilnthe life. 

I. 
I remind you of THE 'CERTAINTY OF THE COMING OF THE LoRD. The Son of 

man will Cio·me. That is one even.t about whi.ch .there can be ·no question w'hat· 
ever. He will carry out His ··programme; an.d, at ·the stri:king of His hour, the 
sign (l·f the coming 'Of the Bon of man shall appear in. the he'avens, and He wUl 
be manifested. His 1l.rst comin·g was' promised from the beginning, but long 
delayed. From tille dawn· of human history, there sprung. up in the hu·IW!Jl 
breast the lMessianic hope, 'by ·reason of ,the pro.mise divinely given ·that a Ma.n 
sh-ould come from the Lord Who IShould 'be a Redeemer. You will find that 
hope running all through the Old Testament. The venerable iSimeon waIted for 
His coming, to whom It was revealed that "he should not see death, before he 
had seen the Lroo's Ohrist". The woma.n of Samaria decLared, "1 know that 
Messlas cometh, which is called "Ch'ris-t". The "blessed hope" was before God's 
believing people for lon.g. centuries; 'and ·from the first proclamation 'Of the pro­
mise to the hour of its fulfilment was a lon'ger period tha.n has elapsed since 
Jesus went 'back to heaven. And He Who failed not to keep His WO'1'd in 'respect 
to the first com·ing of the LOM will not 'De slack concerning His promises 
.relating t-o His second IIIppeaAI"ing. T·he Lo·rd is never in haste as we are. He 
does not reckon years ·by the rise and set of sun. I re'ad ·to yoU this evening 
a thou.sand yoo·rs are, to His in:tinite view, 'but a day, and a d·ay as a thousand 
,ears. And the promise which has almost faded ·from human memory, and 
whose fulfilment seems to be so lon·g delayed ·that some acbually question whether 
It ever can be or will :be ·fulfilled-that promise stands, and our Lord Jesus 
will certainly come. 

I suggest these things to you who are students of the Word, part:icularly 
you youn·g people, and the great num'ber who of recent months have come to 
a knowledge of the truth, and ;have found an interest in ,the Word of inspira­
tion. Rea.d for yourselves the promises of God rela.ting -to the coming of ·the 
Son of man. His co·ming is promised in the aook; and its fulfilment is IIIbso­
lutely necessary to the vindication of His truth. I am not sW"prised that so 
many, who assum·e thlllt ,this Book is obsolete, should fail jn an underatanding 
of its prophecies. For there are large sectLons even at the Old Testament that 
can have absolutely no significance apart from .the p<romise of Ure c·oming of 
the Lord. I have said it before, ·but I repea.t it: There is not a single wo·rd 
of this Book from the. first of Genesis to ·the la~t of Revelation, that i·s o'bsolete­
it is "the word of God, which liveth and abideth ,for ever". 

1 read in the New Tes'!iament that "·the scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the hea-then througth faith, preached ibefGre the 'gospel unto .. Abrar 
ham, sayin,g, '~ thee shall all natio·ns 'be ·blessed". But. God's promise "to 
Ab.raham has not yet been. wholly ful1ill~. The land ,th.at was. given to 'him 
and to his seed after him ·to 'be a. P1)ssess.\on ·for ever has never absolutely come 
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into their possession. But as sure as Ood is Ood, and as sure as His Word is 
settled in heaven, it were "easier for heaven and earth to pass, -than one ti.t1e ot 
the law to fail". Genesis is a prop'hetic ·book, which reaches llorw-ard ,to the 
millennial period, and far beyond; and ·the livin.g ·God will ·see to it ·that every 
solitary word of .f.t is fulfilled. The Bible is the m·ost interesting and vital and 
up-to-d'lIIte of any ·book in the wodd. There are prophecies in the Old Testament, 
as well as in the New-I spelllk for the moment of the QO,mplement of God'/:! 
Word, of its vindication, of the honour .thlllt must accrue to Him from the 
faith,ful ful-filment of His every word--.which make ,the coming of t'he Lord 
absolutely essential to prove that God ,is true. He will come, 'and keep His 
Pl10mises to His elect. 

His coming is necellBftr1I to the 'compZetion Of our redemption. What is 
salvation? ·A presen,t posseseion? Yes. But we have only the earnest of our 
inheritance; we have not the inheritance ,itself. We have had only a small 
payment out ·of the vast esate ,to wh'lch we a1"e heirs, .paid -to us 'by the dIvine 
Executor as a pledge 8;Jld guarantee ·that it is aU OUM in 'Christ. And it is a 
very ~d earnest, too; it is enough ,to get on with! Even now we may "rejOice 
with Joy u·nspea.klllble and' full of glory"; even ·now we may say "to me to live 
is Ch.r1at". If there were no heaven, in one sense we should -not have much to 
complain of. . I re.inember hearing my ·father s·ay once ,that, if ,the Devil were 
dead, and all the fires of hell were put ou.t, the iL!o.rd's people would serve Him 
just the saIne, from sheer love ot doing it. I say, the earnest (lof our 1OOeri­
lance is worth while; but it is nothin·g -to what the in·heritance iotself will be: 
·"Bleaed be the God and Father of our !Lord Jesus Chorist, which according 
to his abundant mercy hath ,begotten us aga:in unto a lively hope by ·the resur. 
rection IOf Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheri,tance incorrupti'ble, and 
undefiled, and -that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven ·for you, who ~re k&pt 
by the power of God ·through faith unto salvation ready to 'be revealed in the 
last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoIce, though now 'fo'r a season, if need· be, ye 
are in 'heaviness .th1"ough manifold temptations". "For in this we groan, 
earnestly defiring ·to be clothed up with our house whidll' is from heaven,"­
there is the old man, or the patient yonder in the hospital, whose .tabernacle 
is 'being g.railuaHy dissolved. They are included. "Now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through mani·fold temptations; .that the -trial lO,f your 
faith. 'being much more precious than (lof gold that llerisihreth, tho·ugh dot be tried 
with fire, might :be found unto praise and honour and ,glory at the ap~ar1ng 
of Jesus Christ: w'hom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see 
him not, yet ,believing, ye rej,oice wi.th joy uIllllPeaka'ble and full of glory". 
Some day t'b.ese ·bodIes of ,ou.rs w1l1 not ache any more; som'e day we shall never 
be Ured; some day we shall never bave a headache; some day we Bohall have 
done with sore ,throats-we shall 'be able .to sing God's ·prn.ises without any 
difficulty; some day we shall not need watches, ·for we can serve Him day and 
night ·in His temple, because we shall have ·bodies ,that w1ll be like unto His 

. gloriOUS 'body, changed ,in·to that image, "according to the working whereby he 
18 able even to subdue all things unto himself". It.ls therefore necessary that 
Jesus eih.ould come again to complete our red&mp.tion. 

It 18 necessary to the redemptof.on 01 the whoZe creation. I love to think 
that this is God's world. My conception of God is -that He is a Sovereign; that 
~e never was defeated;' t'ha:t He never can be defeated; and that in the end of 
the day God will be all and in all. It is a belllUtiful world, 

IIWhere every ,prospect pleaseS, 
And only man is v~le." . 

i 
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And yet this Is not strictly true; becau;se even "the whGle creatiGn grGaneth 
and travaUeth". [n a few weeks, you will have to deal with tl11'e dandelions; you 
will have to dig up the weeds In ,the gar,den; you wUl have to w8.tch your 
flowers lest some 'blight should mar their 'beauty; al;l.d you will 'have to cUltivate 
your trees lest a gru'b should make -them unfruUful. The cursE! is in the 
ground: "!Cursed is the ground. for thy sake". H you are not a theologian, 
study agriculture and learn Ij;·heology thereby, explain these facts to me: The 
curse is on the groo'llnd. But the day ,is comIng when -the very earth that drank 
up the blood of God'·s Only Beglotten shall ·be redeemed and· regenerated: by the 
power of the Lord Who cres.ted: it, until this whOle earth shall be full of the 
glory of the Lord. as the waters cover the tlace of the deep. 

Wrell, that is the prospect-tthe Lord Is coming again. 

II. 
WILL HE BE 'WELCOME WHEN HE COMES? "When the 'Son of man cometh. 

shall he find faith on the earth"? What is the teaching of .Scripture In respect 
to the condltlon of men, as individuals, of society, of the world at large, when' 
He shall come? 

1 am ·bound to admoit tha:t in the present the p.rospect is dark. Somebody 
here may 'be diSIPosed ·to say, "·Let us go home now! This pessimist Is' gooinb 
to talk." If it be .pessImism to recognize and acknowledge the -truth, we are 
guUty. Did you ever walk along a. country road w·here there were no electric 
llg.hts., and when there was not a star In the sky, and collIde with somebodY,' 
and rema·rk, "Pretty dark night"? y.ou incuMble pessimist! what did you say 
that for? You answer, "Because lot was dark." Of course! You only admitted' 
the fact. Well, now, .is It not dal'k? Look '81broad to·day!. I remember arriving 
in LondGn one Sunday in advance o·f my engagement during. the war. I had 
met Dr. CUfforo a number of ·times. I had heard him speak In this pulpit.; 
bu-t I had never 'heard him preach. I thought ·therefore I would sUp into West· 
bourne P.ark Chapel, and hear IDr. CUfford pre'ach iii. his own pulpit.' Dr. 
CUfford was a great ,man In many respects; but w·hen I ·heaa-d Mm that mro·rning. 
~ said, "Some mEfn seem to live too long." Great man as: he was, he tal'ked 
about the ChrJstlanlzation of the social order, 'of the .gradual ellmlna,t1on of 
evil, and the Ibulld.ing up of a Ohristian StI1.te; and that when all civlUza.tlon 
was In hmes, and you could 'hear ·the .rumble of -the .guns in Europe at the tl·me. 
I saId to mysel·f as I came !O-ll:t, "If that is -God's p.rogramome, If that Is what jlC" 

promised, it Is -the worst pessim-Ism that anyone could possIbly Imagine; tor, 
if ·tha,t be God's plan, we have not even ·begun." Talk 8!bout universal brother­
bood! Go to Europe. Tal'k a:bout universal 'brotherhood'! Go d,own tow·n and 
buy something to-morrow, and see what they w.Jll cha.rge you. It Is not the 
dream of & sane man. I say, it Is dark, my brethren; it is dark from every 
point (If view. -In many quw-ters·, men-I had·almost sai·d-<have lost Interest In 
the affairs of State. 'r.here are In.any men who shun pu'blic life. The taS'k Is 
too great; the pro'blems Beem to 'be absoolutely Insoluble. How are we going to 
bring men together, and restore o.rd~r to -thIs sin-cursed earth? If YoOU view t'he 
world religiously, i·t is not very promising. I d,o not want even .to seem to be 
gloomy; indeed·, I $hall show you in a moment tibat I am not in the least 
gloomy. ("Ha.lleloujah!"-·~PraiB·e -the 'Lord! ") I should 'be If -I d-ld not find 
the present condition of th1·ngs antlci·p·ated, if I could. not see plainly written 
in that Word that there is a rough place I·n the 1"10ad, [ should feel ·th&t the 
race had utterly lost I,ts way, the church included: ''W'iJ.eI). the Son of man 
cometlh, shall he find faith on -the earth"? 

Wa.,s there ever 8. time during the Christian era when this Book w.as 80 
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generally. denied? T·here hil.ve b~n ll.ark days, ,but -never a. day, from my 
reading of ,the history of the Ciir'i-stian C'hu'rch, when ,the Devil had 80 m~y 

voices proclaiming his doc-trI·ne·s in the Name of the Lord as Ihe has to-d.ay. 
Again you may say that 'this preacher is censorious. But we will give some 
of you folks 'leave of aibsence ·!lor a few Su.ndaY·s so that you may g·o and hear 
for yourselves. Many places there are where the giorioull gospel of the blessed 
God 18 behig preached'; 'but there are many places 'where there is n·o.t enough 
gospel In fifty-two ·Sunll.ays to save a. Single soul, ,beoause the very 'fundamentals 
of ;ttb.e fal·th are denied. Now, I sa,y, U I did not 'believe in' .the coming of the 
Lord, U would ,be very darli: inaeed·. But I rook into ·this Word, to fi.nd out 

. whether the 'Loro Is ta.ken 'by sll'l'prise. We can find :i:i.o .pleasure ln .the present 
situation. ·Bu.t waa He, or is He being taken 'by su.rprise? What does He say? 

He says ·the cond,ition of ·the world at HIs'coming Will 'be a.n.alagous to the 
'condltion obtaining In .the days of the flood, w.hen iniquity so abounded that 
God came I·n overwhelming judime.n.t. Eigh.t souls out lot the mass were Baved 
in the ark, So as by water. How anybody can p'osslbly lI'ead Scripture and· believe 
that this world is to be ·gradually cleansed· anll. prepared ·for the coming of tlhe 
Lord, so that it will Ibe l.n a condition to welcome Him when He comes, I 
cannot understand. The (lom'i·ng of the Lord wifl ·00 as unwelcome to the great 
IJl8SoS of humanIty as ,the Deluge was to the sinners l.n Noah's day. It will be 
a time of overwhelming jud'gment, when He will come ".tlllking vengeance on 
them that ·know not God, arid: ·tha.t obey not the gospel of' our Lord Jesus 
Christ". 'I Iknow that f·rem 'tIh'e un'believers' poln.t of view, the coming of the 
LOtrd must be an event that mUM inspire them with ·terror. It is the' most 
terri·ble pros.pect imaginlllble to a. m'an who ·is out of Christ. I 'beg of you, if 
there i6 an unsaved man here this evening, do ·not dllJl'e to go I\lp ·to ·that hour 
without the cleansing of the blooo and the s.ancti-flcaUon .of ,the Spirit. Woe 
be to the man whom that hour shall find uiliM"ep.li.red! They "knew noOt until 
the flood came,and took them a.l:l away"~ As a ,thief, suddenly, il'resisti'bly, 
overwhelmingly, the judgment came. 
. That is ·not a single case. "As it was in ,the dayS 'of Lot", when fire came 
from heaven; when God Himself .came down to "see wheth:er ·they had. done 
altogether according to the cry of W', an.d found that tille, were so bad as to 
be ripe for judgment, "even thus 6Iliall dt ·be ln the day wheiJ. the .Son of man 
is revealed". Read the descri),}ti'oo in the tw'enty:fourth chapter of 'Ma.tthew­
Iniquity abounding; love of many waxing cold'; lawlessness 'breaking out 
everywhere; m'any ·false pl'lOphets shall rise an.d deceive many-not a time when 
the goepel will be held in all ·Lts purity; ililt a ,thne when the gospel shall find 
general acceptance; but a time when ·false :prophets will 'be multiplied, and 
when error shall 'rapidly spread itself. lRiglit in ·the midSt of this, the Lorrd 
shall come. W/hat did we read to-nig-hot? You students who are attending 
College 'and University! here ,is 'a passage for YO1M' .professor of biology w·ho Is 
teaching the devilish doctrine of Evolution. Read ,the second chapter of 
II. P~ter: "&t there were false prophets also among ,the people, even as there 
Bh1ll1 'be false teachers among you, who privily shall ·bring in iUlmna.'ble ihere­
sies, even .denying ,the ILord that bou'gh-t -them:, and 'bring ·upon ·themoselves. swif.t . 
destruction. And m'any shall follow their perniciOUS ways: by reason of whom 
tlhe way of .truth sh'all 'be evH sPoOken of". YiO'Il remember wha.t we read· this 
evening: "There shall come in. the las.t ·dlliyS scoffers, wil;lki·ng attar their own 
lusts, and sayin,g, Where is the ),}roi'nise of 'his coming? for sf.Ilce the fathers' 
fell asleep, all .things- continue as they were ·from the beg!nn.ing of the 'crea:tion": 
Fo:r an 1llu~tra.tion of .this, .r'ea.d the p~phlets 'issued ,by the Methodist Church 
~ ~~.:two years 'ag()';:"'lnfl.ll.el . Uteratu.l'e;: w!·tIIi .. thlf lmprfmatu:r' ·.ot . a' gTeat 
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chu~ch, mackl·ng, scoffing at the very promise of the' Lor-do, dd.fculing the Idea., 
avowedb Issued· -to turn people away ·fl"OlDl' the expecta.tion· of His coming: "For 
thIs they wUlIngly are ignorant of, thlllt by the word of God the heavens were 
of old:, and the e84'th s·ta.n·ding ou,t of the wa.ter and, In' the water: where'by the 
world that then WIaS, being overflowed wi·th water, pel'lshed". "The .time will 
come when they w111 not endu·re sound doctrine; but after ,theil1' own lusts shall 
th,ey heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they &hall turn 
away thel:r ears fl'oon ·the truth, an,d, shall 'be ,turned un·to fwbles". Then read 
the second chapter of U. T-hessalonlans, the ,pr.ophecy of ·the great apostasy: 
"For that day s'hall xwt come, except there come a faUf.n'g a.way fl·rat, and· ·that. 
man of sin ibe ~evea.led, ,the son of perdition; who opposeth and: ex:alteth himself 
above all that 1s Cla.lled God, or tha.t is worshipped; so thlllt he as God I!'I.tteth 
in the temple of God, shewing himself that h'e is God"-the Antichrist; I be­
lieve the very incarnation of the Devil hlmsel·f. I believe the last great ba,ttle 
will be fough-t ,between the Inearn·ate 'Deity, on ,tb,e one hand, and the inca.rnation 

. of Beelzebub on the other, "whom the Lord shall conwme with the spirtt of 
his mouth·, and shl8.11 destroy with the brightness of Ms com~n·g". 

:Is that a gloomy prospect? Oh, no, Dot to the chUd, of fai,th; because some 
will ''hold fast the profession of their faith withou,t wavering". There are people 
here to-4llght who are s·o sure ·of Jesus that, if the eIllti~ world,' were to deny 
Him, they wouldo stand up and say, "I know whom I have ,believed", and would 
not turn aside a haimbrellldtb. ("Amen!"), HIe has done too much for UB, 

There al'8 some to whom the Lo·rd Jesus is a present reality, the ·power of the 
Holy Chost a daily experience, .and· to whom the coming of the' Lord Is the one 
event whiCh· 1s desired above everything else. 

"The brld·e eyes not her garment, 
,But her dear brideg:room'.s ~ace; 

I will not gaze a.t glory, 
But on my King of grace." 

That vallan,t soldier of the cross, the apostle Paul, IllS he came near to the 
end of hIs jou,rneY, d,ecl84'ed: "I have fough,t a good flght, I have flnished my 
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up ,for me a crown of 
rig-hteousness, which the ,Lor4, the ·rlgfh-teons judge, shall give me at that day". 
Th.ls WillS the man who sdd, "Judge nothin'g before the ti·m&, u,ntH the Lord 
come". ·Paul was willing to live 1'ior ;pay-day; ·for ·the day of ".the manifeStation 
of the SIODS of God"; for the day when the LOM should come, an·d His reward 
should' be with him to give every man accoMin·g as his work shaH be, Paul 
buiLt upon the grelllt fuundati()n, which 1s Jesus Christ, ag&inst the day, nOot 
of man's appraisal, 'but against the day of .revelation by fire, when "the fire 
shall try every man's WlGrk or what SOIl't -it is." "Henceforth there is laid up 
ror me a crown or righteousD6S1!, which the 'Lord', the righteous judge, shall 
give ·me at -that day: and· not to me only, but un,to 8:11 them also that love his 
ap,pearing". Do you love His appearing? ("Amen!"), Would you Uke to have 
Him come to-night? ("Amen!"). Would, y,ou welcome ,the appearance of the 
Lord this evening! 

I have read a story somewhere of ·Spurgeon's 'being in·formed that some one 
IOf his members was in the habi·t of attending public balls; and: that this person 
was -under engagement to be at a ce,:r:ta.1n 'ball, at a certlllin time, in a public 
place, Therefol'8, 'Spnrgeon decided he would go. and Bee for 'hi,mself. He went 
to the great hall. The dancers were on ·the 1I00r; an·d he entered' within full view 
().f the orchestra.---a.t all events, In full view of the conductor; and the conductor 
of the orche&tra saw hi·m. He was knoWD'. everYwhere the world around; and 
wihen that great preacher stepped in·to view the condu~tor, wh'O 'was 'leading the 
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orchestra in the musIc of the dance, was ISO astonished at .Spugeo·n's appear­
ance that he drop.ped. his ·baton, and· 'the musicians ceased' thei·r playing; 
all the dancers came to a standstill; and there was .profound silence. They 
looked arou·nd to see what was the matter; and .there ,they s·aw the great 
London pre'acher standing In the doorway. And ihe saJd, "If my presence fills 
you with a'larm, will'at would you do if the ;Lo'rd Himselt should come?" 

n He shouId' come to Toron,to, where you are, where I am, would He find 
faith on the earth? Ah, would He ,find ·fatth in thIs heart, -an·d· in that heart? 
Whatever others may say, are we ready ,for ·the 'Lord's comi-ng? Are we washed 
in the blood' of the 'Lam'b, and a·rrayed In .the garments iIl·f His riglh>teousness? 
If we are, we shaH 'be able to say: 

"Jesus, Thy blood and· rlghteousn'ess 
My beauty lIIl'e, my glor.ious dress; 

Midst flaming wo.rIds, in these ar.ra.yed, 
WUh joy shall I lift u'p my head." 

We have ·nothing to fear U we have on ·the garments of His righteousness; 
. If we are eerva,nts who watch for ·their Lord, so that w·hen He cometh He 

shall oot find' us sleeping. 
I shall give thIs evening, as usua'l, an -inv.Itation to unsaved men 'Il.nd women 

to get ready for the cami·n·g of the Lord. There Is only one way, and that ill' 
'by being washed in the blood. Oh, let me quote it to you again: 

"There Is a fountain filled with 'blood 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins; 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty sta.Ins. 

"The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain In Ms day; 

And there may I, as vile as he, 
:Wash all m·y sins away." 

Shall we put on the gllJl'ments of righteousness? Sh8lIl we pu,t our ,trust ill 
Him? Shall we su'bordlnate every consider<a.tion in Ufe to this one great 
ambition that "whether 'present or a:bsent, we may ;be accepted of him"? Some 
day, my ~rlends, you wUl wish you had lived ,for ,the Lord. Some day you 
will wI!Jh that you 'had been utterly IndJ.fferent to the opinions of the world. 
Some d'ay you will wish that you had! sepllJl'ated yourselves entirely f·rom all 
"that is ~n the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the .eyes, and the 
.pride of Ii·fe", and that you had shut YiOurseIf up to Christ. Listen! "If ye 
then be risen w-Ith Christ, seek tJh'ose things whlch are above, where Christ 
sltteth on the ;right 'hand 'of God. . . . When ,Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear (or, shall be man·ifested), then Slball ye also Ibe manifested with him dn 
glory". But now, In this prese~t, "ye DIre dead, and your Ufe is hid w-Ith 
.Chrlst 1n God". . , . !': "i! "'! .... '! ~""'il 

·Shall we live ·for Him? Wlb.at cannot 'God do with a man who Is shut up 
to Ch·ri8t? What wiOuld He do wf.th a church wholly devoted to ·the LOird? 
Shall we ·co·me to Him this evenIng? Shall we get ready for the 'Lord's Dlppear­
ance this evening? 

"Lo! the Incarnate God ascended, 
Pleads the mer-It of Hie 'blood; 

Venture to Him, venture wholly, 
,Let no other trust Intrude; , 

None but Jesus 
. Can do .helpless· sinners good." 
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THE publication of .~hi. paper as a missionarJ: enter!lrise is made ~ssihle by t~e gifts of 
members of JarvIs Street Church and others, and la sent to subscrIbers by mall for $2.00 

(under cost) per year. If 'any of the Lord's stewards who read this have received blessing, 
we shall be grateful for any thank· offering you may' be able to send to The Witness Fund at 
any time; and especially for your prayers that the message of The Witness may be used by 
the Holy Spirit for the defence of the Faith, the salvation of souls, and the exaltation of 
Christ. As our funds make it possible, we hope to add to our free list, from time to time, 
the names of ministers at home and missionaries abroad. 

EDITORIAL ---DOUBLE MINDEDNESS 
It was i!;hus Jacob characte:rized, his .eldest son: "Unstable as water, thOll 

shalt not excel". Such unstable ch8!racters are all too ;plentif.ul. LiJke water, 
they take the s'hape of the vessel into which they are ,poured. They are never 
the proverbial round peg in the square hole, not the square peg in a !round 
hale, they are able to ·fit themselves into any shaped hole. They can be as true 
in their speech ,to the fund'amentals of the Chlristian laith as the Apostle Paul, 
and yet ,find no dIfficulty with their consciences in a.pproving of a Fosdick or 
a Faunce; they are Uke ,the weather varre, whIch turns ,to every di·recUon the 
wind of the moment ma.y determine. They are "children, too'sed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wInd of doctrine". Invari8lbly they refiect' the 
opinion of the last influenti'al person with whom they have oonve~sed. 

When Reuben attends a gospel meeting, he can ,pray as fervently as any­
one; U'is not unusual to see tears upon his cheeks; and those who observe ·him 
would think he was soundly converted and firmly esta:blished in the ,truth. 
Bu.t if you should follow him from such a service tlO a meeting of a Board or a 
Committee to which he 'belon'gs, you would 'be SI\lrprised to see Reuben take an 
exactly opposite posItion. Amid ddfferent circu.mstances, subject to the dnflu­
ence of 'Other persons, he ap.pears 1lo be an entirely different man. 

Such a character Is always a disappointment ·to his ,friends. We 'have i·n 
mind a certain Ibrother; a man of am·ia!ble disposi,tion and' cif many splendId 
qualIties. He occupies a position of considerable In'fiuence; 'and Is as nearly 
independent as a mortal" man can be. But n-o one can ever ,be sure of him. 
One leaves hIm feel1n·g sure of 'his sympathy and, co-operation dn a good caUiSe, 
only to discover ·that !!he next visitor--takirrg an entiJrely different positlon­
leaves wIth the same ,impression. 

What 1s the cause of ,this instability? James says: "A doulble minded man 
is unst8!ble in all his ways". His instability is due to his double-minded·ness. 
He is a shlp without a ;rudder; he d-oes not know how·to steer a straigh·t course; 
his opinions and his affections are divided; he is destiotute of the "single eye". 
Wanting an eye that .fs sin.gle to the ,glory of God, he endeav!D,uors to please 
everybody, an,d succeeds only in disappointing aH. Wib.'at is ,the CIliUSe of such 
dou'ble-mindedness? Again James gives us a clue when he says': "Pun·iy your 
hearts ye double minded". Instability -is caused ,by dual affections; :it ,results 
·from an attempt to serve God and Mammon at the same time. T,he only CI\lre 
is to allow ,the hear,t to 'be wh-olly engaged with Ohlrist; a.nd to be "sted'fast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the wor·k of the Lord". 

CARNAL MINDEDNESS 
. Our title has an ugly sound. There is a carnal mindedness, of course, 

which finds many an u'gly and, gross e~pressiou. But ·in -the sense in which 
Paul a.pplied- the term to th-e Ooril?-th1an Christians, it. had no such meaning. 

. ~ 
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H was used to descri·be people who were living on :the natu·ral plane; u:si-ng 
their own judgment,. their 'Own reason; measurin'g everything by human stand­
ards, and 'by the criteria. of the world. 

The Corinthian Ch!ristians made the mistake of judging religious values 
'Oy carJ!a1 stan·duds; they considered ,the respective ,meri·ts of different preach­
ers of the gospel; and thei.r appraisal was determined' 'by their own likes and 
dIslikes; ·by their natural tastes and preju·d·ices; and doubtless tih'ElY suppos'ed 
tlrat their judgment reflected the superiority 'Of their own mental and' spiritual 
statu·re. One man .preferred, 'Cepha&-perhaps because he liked his impetuous 
speech, the tervo.ur of his spirit. Another complimented h~selt ,by app.reci­
atfng the eloquent Ap,o.llos; sHU another flattered· 'himself that he preferred 
the -intellectuaUty of Paul to ei.ther A:pollos or Cephas. 'But an inspired apostle 
strips .the disguise ·from these superficial judgments, and shows that they 
l'ell.ected ·not the defects or excellencies of ,the preachers criticized ·or a;ppre­
clated not the defects o.r excellencies of ·thefr jud·ges. He tells them fur.ther that 
they are still ·in theIr 'spiritual -infancy; they are !religIous 'bs,bies. ~ow 

humbling the Word of the Lord is; Ib.·ow It ·punctures our pride, and unmasks 
our selfishness. 

'In the light of this Simple and familiar teachi-ng, how much ot -the Lord's 
work is done on the carnal plane? How many church difficulties; !how many p'llS­
toral 'bu·rdens, how much of the religiou.s ba,rrenness of ,the day is due ,to carnal 
m1ndedness? WIllen shall we ,begin to ".grow ·in g·ra.ce and in ·the k.nowledge of 
ou·r Lord and ,Savlour Jesus Ohrist"? When ·shall we let the SpIrit of God have 
His way i·n our hearts, that we may be raised to ·th-e heavenly .places, and 
there wa-estle "-not against flesh and blood, 'but a.gainst prlnci-palities and 
powers"? 

HELPING THE I~EXPERIENCED PREACHER 
I·n a. ·few weeks, all over Amer-ica, ,theological students will ,be leaving oW" 

colleges and Bible-trainIng schools to tllIke charge of churclles during the sum­
mer montp,s. The majority of these wiU ,be YlOung men; and most of ·them 
men of Uttle experIence -In preach·i-ng and teachi·n,g VIle Woro of God. In the 
chur·eh to which .they will minister, there will 'be many men and women of 
longer and larger Ohristian ,experience than the student-pastor -In the pulpit. 
Many of those who sit In ·the pew wlll have a fuller knowledge or the· Scrip­
tu·res than ·the man who preadhes. 

Under these el!rcumstances, how may ,the -inexperienced ·preacher 'hope to 
find ,favour with those of his hearel'\S whose mI·ndls are roatu·rer than his own? 
How w111 the pew receive such messages as wiH ·be deUvered 'by ·suc!h· pastors 
du!rln,g the, summer months? We admit t!h'at it Is not easy to lI.nd profit in the 
mInistry or a .novice; !but .If young prea.chers a,re to gain experience, someone 
must listen' to ·them a,nd encourage them whUe ;they learn. 

There is a fine ex:ample for the 'pew in such ci-rcumstaIices In the eighteenth 
chapter of Acts, ·from the twenty-fourth verse ,to the end of the chapter. It ~ 
the sto·ry o·f t!he early mf.n.istry or Apollos, who is described lIS "an eloquent 
man, and ml,gihty i·n the II'mip·tu·res"; of whom it is saId', "this man was In­
structed in the way of the ILor.d;· and ·belng ·fervent in the spirit, he spaik", 
and taughot dfligently the ,things of the Lord, knowing only ·the ,bapUsm of 
John'i. Many a youli,g preacher may be a young Ap.ollos, pOS8e8'Sing the gift 
of eloquence and such spiritual'insIght as w111 m·ake him "mIghty in the scrLp. 
tures"; and yet he may "k·now only" a very little of the gospel. 

It was foortu;nl1lte for Apollos that when he ·began ,to speak boldly in the 
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SYJl&g()g.Ue., tW() 'Of his -hearers were Aquila and Priscilla. They recognized the 
preacher's grea:t gifts and· hIs ~sib1lities of still .greater usefulness. They 
cUd not p.ther the people &oout .them at the close of ilhe 8ervic~ and point out 
the defects of ,the ,preacher'a sermon---e.nd inciden·ta:lly their own sllper1ority­
but quietly gave him an in'Vitll1tion to go home with" .them: ''Wlwm when Aquila 
and Prlsci11a hOO heard, they took him. unto them, a·nd expounded unto him 
the way .of God more perfectly". F·rom ,this we may l~rn several lessons. 
M'any a young preac'her has lbeen saved> trouble 'by the kind offices of Aquila 
and lTlscilla. 

If ,this should: .reach the eye of the Lord's i·netructed aain·ts in OOu'rches 
which will Ibe served by st·udent-pastors, we beg 'Of them to receIve these young 
ml·ni&ters prayerfully and sym.pa.theticaHYj "to esteem ·them' very highly in 
love ·for theIr work's "Sake"; and If they dIscover i·mperfectioIlB of knowledge " 
and experience in toheir pastor, talk It 'Over wIth hi·m kindly and quietly, i'ez-
,poundl·ng unto h'lm ·the way of God more perfectly". 

On the other hand, ,perhaps a word· of ad-monition and' e:E-h'Ortllot101l ad­
dressed .to young ApoUos will not .be out 'of place. Our first word is, Do not 
be too wise to ·recelve -instruction; try ·to pno·fit ·by ,the ezperlence of oihers; 
let the wIsdom of yeaa"S counsel you. There are some -less·ons which cannot 
be learned in the theological seminary, ,but 'Only in the school of e~perlence; 
and in your cong,regati'On you may:find some who have 'had fiames of fire for 
thei·r professors, and li'Ons for their teachers. 

T·he g·reat Spurgeon ·tells In one of his lectures .to his students, of letters 
from an anonym'Ous critic, who, every week, sent .him a memorandum of the 
mIstakes he 'had made on the .Sunday !before. Once the critic asked him on 
whose au·thorlty he dared to call a man made In God's' image, "covetooua". 
On another occasion, he referred'. ,to his f.requent 'Ilse of -the couplet, 

"No.thing in my ihands I bring, 
Sl~ply to. Thy cross I cling." 

sa.ying,. "You·r he8l1'ers ·have already ·been sufficien·tly infor·mOO of the vacuity of 
YOU'l' han·ds". Spwrgeon said he was greatly i·ndebted to this anonymous ·friend; 
and was grateful for his crit1eis-m. Let every Aquila a.nd Pori scilla exercise their 
gi·f·ts in tbe spi.rit of Cha'ist; and let every Apollos receive correction with eq,ual 
srac1ou8nen. 

THE WHOLE BIBLE SUNDAY SCHOOL COURSE. 
LESSON XXX. APRIL 27th, 1924. 

THE CONQUEST AND DIVISION OF CANAAN 
The prominent incidents of these chapters a·re, (Ch'. 9) The ruse of the 

Gibeonites; (chs. 101~) the defeat of th-wty-one ~ings; (ch. 14) "the heroic 
example of Caleb; (ch. 1'7) Joshua's test of true greatness; (chs. 13·00) the 
division of the land 'by lot. 

I. The Ruse of the Gibeonites. 
This 9th ch'apter sbows (1) How the fear 'of God may fall upon the ungo·d,ly 

If God's people a.re true to Him. Tilere Is a parallel in Acts 5: 1'1-14. (2) How 
the world may disguise Itself 8!Ild pro.pose te·rms of peace to -the peo'ple of God. 
When the power of God is'manife&t th·rough the collectiw ministry oJ. the 
chu~clr, God's people need· to: .be S'Pecially on gua.rd against -the wiles of the 
Gibeonit.¢s. (3) How the best.:ot- men wUl fall Into error U they fail to ask 
counsel o-f the .Laird ·(Ch. 9: 1'4).' The secret of divine gui·da~ce consists in lIv" 
I:ng ~1.I:B:ll. -.t.t1-t-ude. of, enquiry. ':One of the characteristics of -Dav,id, who so 
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cenendly wallted in tlhe ways of . the Lord, was that 'he .continuouslY enquired 
. of the Lord. 
II. The Defeat of Tihirty-one Kings. (Chs. 10-12). 

(1) In ,these chapten1 we lIIlay 'learn that God is equal to every sort of enemy. 
The thirty-one lcings were 'not all alike; .they were not all equally strong; n:o.r 
all of equal military skill. But the power of God defeated every one of them. 
And we shall find gJl"eat varlety in t-he principalities 'll.nd powers against which 
we wresUe ·in the heavenly Canaan. But there is power "in God ,to overcome 
every one of them. (2) These ba.ttles were fou'ght under different circumstances; 
but ;'in ·the mountains, and in the valleys, and in the ,plains, an·d in the springs, 
and in the Wilderness, and in ,the so·uth country" ,-the 'Lord gave victory every· 
where. 'rhls also is possd'bie to every believer. (3) It ds our privilege to live 
a Ufe of continuous ,victory. WJhen (lne reads the l'21th chapter he ca.n almost 
see .the ,kings being mown down lbef'ore Josh,ua's i,rresisUble armies. So .ought 
it to be in our experience. (4) Joshua had: to CIO,ntend ag8li.nst several con­
federacies, when the various kings jolned hands to !help eacli other. But no 
'confederacy is ever equal to the power which· accompanies the faJth which 
unites human im.potence to d,ivine OmnJipotence. 

III. The Heroic Example of Caleb. (Cp.. 14). 
This wonderful story teaches us (1) That the faith of. the indlvid·ual may 

be limited· by others' un·belief. Caleb and Joshua had been ,ready to possess the 
promised land forty-five years before; ,but Israel's unbelief kept them out of ·the 
promised land. Thus, not in·frequen,tly, an unbellieving .church may llm1,t the 
ministry of a few 'beLieving souls wi.thin its ranks. (~) It teaches ·also, however, 
that ·individual faith may be kept alive even where g,eneral unbelief prevails 
For forty.;five years Caleb had kept on bellieving. It is most ·interesting to 
observe -the patience of faith J.UU&troa,ted: in the long waiting .of many of the great 
believers, such as A!bra:ham. If others dou'bt God·, let us .keep our faJth alive. 
(3) We learn how faith can maintaJn' one:s spirit; and insp~ one to ask 
for a mountadn. Calelb was a.s strong at eighty-five as at forty; and Just Q8 

ready to do 'battle wi·th the giants because he 'kept on beUeving. (4) Observe 
how a believIng old age may be crowned· with v.ic1io·rY and· glory. Caleb real1zed 
the ambition of his life ,before he died. 

IV. Joshua's Test of Tr~e Greatness. (Ch. 17: 11-18). 
(1) The chlldren o·f Joseph measu·redtheir i·mportan:ce 'by their family 

tradltions and called them.se~ves fla gJ;"eat people". ·Still pride of 'birth leads 
people to Imagine that ,they are entitled ,to special .privileges. (2) These same 
people were disposed to reckon th'at God's earlier blessings d·istingu.ished them 
as a great people. Spi,ritu·al pride is ·the WOifst SOl'lt of pride. OUIl" Ebenezers 
should make us humble. (3.) Joshua challen'ges ,them to prove -their greatness 
by their further achievements. He poi,nts to the woods and, to the land of the 
giants and bidS ·tihem hew out a ·place foil" themselves. Tha.t is· ever possi·ble. 
The proof of greatness Is to be found in 'a life of continuo·us achievemen-t. 

V .. The Division of the Land by Lot. (Chs. 13-20). 
(1) There Is a lot in the promises of God for every true believer. We 

each have our place in the d'ivine plan. ('2) Salvatdon is j,n the promi&e. It 
is GO:d's gift, even as Canaan was God's gUt to Hie .people. OUif salvation is 
"ou·r oWn salvation"; lbut we a.re ad·monIshed to "work out" that salvation 
"wIth fear and tremlbl1n;g. \For it Is GOd whdch worketh i·n you both to will 
and to do of his good . pleasure". Thus OIN" inherita,nce is ,to be' possessed by 
conflict all the way. 'i'The' kingdom 'o'f Iheaven suffereth violence, 'and the 
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violent take it by force", Our .JOIl'h)la will ever lead us in triumph; a.nd wdll 
"divide the spoil with the strong", It is of first impor:tll1nce tha.t we should be 
willing to receive ou,r lot from Jos:hU'a's hand; and find our supreme satisfaction 
in being where God puts us. 

PASTOR FETLER'S MISSION. 

Pastor William Fetler's visit to Jarvis St. has brough't great 'blessing to 
a very large number of people. He has prea'ched the word in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power. His emplhasis upon the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit has driven many to their knees and to their Bibles. Some have been 
converted, but Mr. Fe'tler's ministry has ,been more particularly directed 
toward the deepening and enrichment ,of the life of believers. Vie have found 
great joy in the fellowship of this honored servant of God, and ·count it an 
honor to have had him in Jarvis St. pulpit. Madame Yasnovsky has charmed 
us all by her gracious p'ersonality and the genuineness of. her testimony" and 
the gentleness of her spirit-made so Christlike ·by terri:ble suffering-all this 
has inspired all who liave come within the influence of her burning words and 
beautiful life with a yearning for a more complete ,conformity to tihe image of 
Christ. Sad Russia will have a new place in our heaits and in our prayers 
from this forward. 

THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
This is. the society founded by Pastor Fetler seven years ago for mission 

work among Slavic people in Europe. ' Already about 150 missionaries are on 
the field .. Mr. Feder will speak of the work Saturday n.ight. and also at the 
great farewell meeting, Monday night. Next week we shall give some accoun.f 
of the work of this great society. 

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
Last Sunday-In tlhe Bible School 507 were present. A great morning 

service, and following Pastor Fetler's sea1"ching message ·on "Limiting the Holy 
One of Israel," many came forward ,to dedicate themselves to the Lord. Mr. 
Fetler spoke to men only immediately following the morning service, and 
although the hour was Iate, about 100 men 'remained. The evening was an occa­
sion of blessing. A great congregation, a great J:llessage, some conversions, 
and ten or tweive came forward at the aftermeeting for baptism. 

Easter Sunday-The Pastor will preach at ,both services. Many will be 
baptized in the evening, and 'tlhe service wiH begin ,at 6.45 to allow more time. 

Monday Evening-.A great farewell meeting for Pastor Fetler and 
Madame Yasnovsky, at 8 ·o'clock. Burning messages on Russia. Every-body 
invited. 

Next Week.-AII services as usual, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING. 
The annual ,business meeting of the church will be held Friday, April 25th: 

Prayer meeting, 7 to 8. Business at 8 o'clock. The best reports ever sub­
mitted to an a'nnual meeting of Jarvis St. Church in its nearly one ihundred 
years of history. We urge every member to be present with a song of praise 
in his heart. . 

Cottage Prayer Meetings.-Meetings for prayer this week wiU be held in 
the homes of: Mr. J. E. Jennings, 289 Sammon Ave.; ·and Mr. H. T. Ingall, 
225 Wright Ave., on Wednesday, April 23rd, aot.8 p.m. 

., 
\ 

I ., 

·1 


