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"And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall coDle upon 
thee, alld the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore. also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God."-Luke 1 :35. 

. Birth of our 'Lord Jesus Christ-a doctrine rwhdch is everywhere m 
W,AlNT to spealk to you -this evening of the doctrine of the Vdrgin 

I I being aesailed, and which, !by many, ds said to ibe no necessary part 
of Evangelical d'aith. 'Dhose who contend. earnestly for the faitl:. 
()nce for all delivered to the saints, are descri'bed very' of.ten as 

•. contentious ilersons. We are contentious in the sense that we 
contend for the faith. 'We are ·descr·i.bed, too, as disturbers of the peace; but 
w:hat are the facts of the case? We .have falien into the h~it of describi·ng 
the denieTs of the fai·th as "modernists." ,I have felt like -tlllking a week off 
from other duties, to see i·f. I couId flnd in any dictionary a name that would 
be ·more ·fltting. 'I thtlnk the ,term "mod'ernist" is altogether too complimentary. 
1 do not ·tJhJnk it carries with it all that ought to ;h'e embodied dn the name that 
is given .to this ilresent movemen;t in 10'P'Position to iEvangelieal truth. We might, 
perhaps, more apprOlpri.ately describe th'ose who would destroy the foundation 
of things as insurgents, as insurrectionists, as re!bels, for they are not tthe King's 
loyal subjects-<as theolOgical revolutionaries-or, ,if you like, as ,theological 
bolshevists; because this thoing that calls i,tself !Moderndsm Js anything but 
pro·gressive: it is 'bhe philosophy 'of religious reactionaries; it is a movement 
that, so far ·from deliver.!ng us ~nto a larger li'berty, would carry I\lS iback aglilin 
into the darkness of the mIddle ages, or, indeed, into the outer darkness of 
pa.ganism' itself. 'I say, those of us who contend for the faith are descri:bed' as 
dIsturbers ()f the peace so·metimes. fl'here lWas an editorial d.n one ot the city 
papers' durin.g the ·week on the conflict Ibetween Fund'a!llentalism and Mod·ernism, 
in which ·the writer ,paid me the compliment of quotin.g sometJhi.ng I had said. 
And, in that connection, he··said· that this conflict was lbeing' waged with much 
bitterness. He ought to ,be a ld.ttle more ·careful of his teT!IllS. There is no 
bitter·ness necessarily invol-ved in strong speech; although the man who speaJks 
plainly of this issue is in danger, I suppose, of ibeing misunderstood. ,I said 
in New YOl'k the ()ther day that, so far .as I was concerned, I refused absolutely 
to ·fraternize with those w:ho denied the Deity of my Lo~d; :r wOl\lld accord .them 
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no recognition as Christian teachers or even as Chl'istians---.that I would refuse 
to number th'6m among my friends, nor would I eat their ;bread. Is that what 
you call "bitter" speech? ,Can you imagine any of the disciples 'breaking bread 
with Judas 'Iscariot after that terrilble act 'of his? Can you ima'gine anyone who 
knew and loved the 'Lord Jesus extending the hand of ·fellow·shi,p to Pontius 
Pilate-the man who washed his hand,s In ,innocency, and said, "I wiLl have 
nothing to do with it"? Jot was even necessary for Peter 'himself publicly to 
confess his allegiance to ChrIst, and implicitly to acknowledge his fault, before 
he WIllS restored to the full confidence of Ms fel~ew-disd·ples. 

Before the war, Lord Roberts frequently warned Great Britain that she was 
in danger, and that it was necessary that she should' arm, that she should 'be 
careful of iller 'defences; and everywhere he was descri'bed as a militarist, as a 
man who ~oved ·waT. 'Proba:bly there was not a man in the world at that time 
who knew what war was ib'etter than ·Lord Ro,berts; nor, therefore, who hated 
war more intensely; 'but he had sense enough to face the ,facts of the dnter
national situation; and he warned Ms 'country, as a true patriot, not to shut 
its eyes to the impending danger. 

In the Spring of th'6 year in which the war ·broke out, r was traveUing to 
Ottawa, and I met a gentleman who had'lbeen speake-r i·n the House of Commons. 
He too,k from his 'bag a speech which he ·had del'ivered in the !House of Com
mons, opposing our mak·ing any contr·i:bution to imperial, naval, or military 
def"ence. I did not read the speech then, but I said, "Give me the gist of it." 
"Well, it ,is siIIllPly this," he said, "that human nature has changed, and that 
war on a large scale 1-s now impossi:ble." I said, "Willat do you make of a man 
}.ike Lord Rlolberts?" "Oh, he has war on the brain," he said; "he is a pro
fessional soldier, he loves 'fig·hting, and ·that is why he ,tal'ks like that." "Well," 
I said, "what do you make of the great editors of the leaddng London dailies, 
for IIltStance-men who ought to feel something of the res-ponsi,biIlty of their 
posttion, who are constantly warning the country of the peri.} to which they 
believe we stand exposed?" "Oh," he said, "they are simply ~-n the pay of the 
Armament Trust." I then told him that I was iPresent in the Britisoh House 
of Commons just the year before, wh'6n 1 heard some man deliver a speech in 
criticism of the .government's proposals for the e~enditure on armaments, and 

.. he declared that it was a waste of money, that it was a disgrace to a civilized 
country to appropriate so much money for th'e army and navy. After he had 
delivered hIs speech, I heard Mr. Lloyd George reply, and in his reply he said 
in effect: This gentleman's s-peech reflects great credit u·pon his sentiments, 
upon his ,feeling toward 'Other nations, and he wished very much that he could 
join with him in ,believing that there was no danger; 'but he said that those who 
were charged with the responsibility of maintain.ing the ~nviolaJbi1lty of His 
Majesty's dominions could promise no' reduction. "We regret to have to tell 
the country," h'6 said, "that s'o ·far as we are able to judge of the present situa
tion, we shall pro,bllibly 'have ,to SlPend much more money in the future in naMonal 
denfece." And I said to my friend on the Ottawa train, "What do you make 
of a man .Ilke 'Lloyd George? He was looked upon as a jp8.cifist at one time. 
During the J30er !War he holdly avowed his opposition to that camiPaign." "Oh," 
he said, "he Is an ,the sa·me category. He, too, is j·n the pay of the Armament 
Trust." ,I then said to him, "If that be true, that ·these great editors and -lead
ing statesmen and soldiers liie in the pay of an Armament Trust, if there is 
such a !Uust, it· is the most damning characterizatilOn of human nature I have 

" ever' heard in my .IUe, and you had Ibetter get readoy for war." That was in 
April, 1,914. In .'19!17 I onade a few politi-cal speeches, the only poLitical speeches 
I ~ver made in my Hfe; Ibut I was especially asked to go and stand on the plat
form 'beside this man who had said there would ,be no war, and plead for h,ls 
election in order -that he might rein,force the government in 'Prosecuting the war 
to -victory. And I told the aud·ience on ,that occasion of the ta1k I had had with 
tMs ex-.Speaker a'bout war. . 

What has this to do with the subject Ibefore us? iSl,mply;this: that the day 
wUl {:ome, an'd it is not far distant, when multitudes of Christian people will 
aW8lke to a realizllltion 'and ·a recogniUon of the fact that the iPeople called 
Fundamentalists have Ibeen the seers; they ,have seen the sword coming' they 
knOfW the im·pUcations of this assault u,pon the lioundations of -the fai,tb., and 
are calling upon the citizens of the ,hea;venly Jerusalem to put on ,the whole 
arn~our of God that t-lJey may be a:ble to stand in the evU day. 
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We are told that the doctrine of ·the Virgin Birth, for instance, is no 
necessary part of Evangelical faith. That is a favourite position of men like 
Dr. Fosdick and .Dr. Faunce. They, of course, do not taike the position of 
Oipenly denying the ·Deity of Christ and making an assault upon the whole !body 
of iEvangelic8J. tl'uth; ibut they say there are certain ~arts of what is called 
()he gospel that ·do not bel'ong to a modern man's thinking. "Dr. Fosdick says, 
"The virgin ,birth involves a .biological miracle which is unthin,ka;ble to the 
mod'ern mind." !Now, does i,t matter? That is my (point this evening. i have 
said .again and ·again that I have no fear for this Bible. ,Men will ,be preachoing 
from that Bible, if the Lorn tarries, centuries a.fter .the last Modernist has 'been 
buried and forgotten. Thols is "the word of !Qod, which liveth and abidetJh 
forever." 'We have no ,fear a:bout that; and, as a matter of fact, if dt were 
possible ;tJo gather every singl'e copy of ·thIs Book and ma:ke one great ibonfire 
of it so that there should not be left anywhere upon earth a sol'itary copy of 
the Word of God, God could produce it again the next morning without one jot 
or tIttle omitted, for He ,has a co.py which He keeps Himself: '\Forever, 0 Lord, 
thy word is settled in heaven." We do not fear ·the ·theological seminarIes, nor 
aU those blatant infidels who strut around calling ,themselves professors and' 
coHege presidents: the Word of the Lord stands. But,.r say, it is well for us 
to ask how much we can wisely surrender, or whether we can surrender any
thin·g in the interests of peace. 

The attitude 'of a g.re'at many people Is sim-ply this,: .I 'beHeve the Bi'ble; 
arud I 'believe the 19I1'·eat 'boody of trutJh wohi'ch Evang.el.ica,l 'Chrisoti-amJity hillS 
always represented. But, then, iB there not some halfway place of meetJIng? 
o.an we not, ~oID!e:how or another, have p6la;ce? Wihy tMs ,contenHon alb out 
the things of God? I remind you that the gospel was ·given to the world in 
con'tention. Pallol dIs-puted in the synagtO·gue; he argued; he did exactly what 
my .friend, Dr .. Straton Its, doin.g ·In New York-he debated ·the· great funda
mentals, of 'the ,faith 'Wit:h ItJhose w,h,o 'he,1<1 contrary 'O'ptn'ions', I3;nd· tru'sted to the 
power of the Holy Ghos-t to carry that trut·h to the hearts of the people. In 
.the day;s' when the· Church wa's wort'hy to .be 'called a mHlItant Chul'ch, it had 
victori'els to i:bs cred1it; ,but nowa.daytS· we are to,ld that if !theI'le ~·s IILIlY 'W'a(Y' by 
Woh.fch we can ma'inta.in Ollr posibioills I3JSo 'Oh:ris·tians and not !iUSIf,st upon ac
ceptance of the doctrine of the Virg,in .Birth, by all means· .Iet us do is. 

I am reminded of the great 'prescience of that man of Qod,·C. H. Spurgeon, 
who 'knl'lW more in five minutes than some of these men wBI know if they 
live to be as- old as Methuselah. He had ·the gift of spiritual ddscernment; 
and in one of his great addresses on this do·wngrade controversy long ago, 
w,hen those whom we call Modernists had taken ;POSitions which would be 
classed to-day almost as 'conservative, Spurge'on, dealing with thIs prInci.ple 
of ,being willing to surrender this, that, and the obher th,lng, in order 
,to placate the -enemy, 'Slaid·: Y,on'!ier., ·galoro.ping over the pladn& of RuStSia tthere 
·is a ·sl'El'igh d:raw.n 'by six or e1'ght l~Ol',se's. A .pack of hun'gry wolves are 1n 
IiurSl\llit. The ,drilVer ,lashes hi's ·hor·s'es' in '!IJll: end·e·avor to make 'headway and 
get a.way from the devourers. iBut he sees the wolves are gaining upon him, 
their ·cry comes ever nearer; aJ:).d he sees his only salvation is to stop for 
a mom.ent- and· cut '1'oos'e two of the ,horses and leav.e ,them to the 'Wolves. 
They d,o ,so; they take offc 'tb.e .first tea.m, and .pl'tet&erutly they hear the pack as 
they 'hung'rily lleed upon thes,e tw,o .ItOrselt; !But ""hen they h:ave gorged them
setlv·as w:ith them they hear them i-n ·tuU .cry IlIgai'n:' - ,A1g>ain they are ·bel·ng 
outclaJs.ood in -speed, 'and ,they td·eoide to cu.t off 'anotJlJJer two lli'oi'!:i·es. AJ:).d· s'o 
they ,tum Ibalk two more, a·ud g,O on with the -remalnin·g ,four. Pres'eiIiltI-y ·t!he 
w:olv·ElIS gain on the·m 'alg'ain, and· ollo.w they ma:kIe the !las,t d'esperate effort, and . 
they CJlt off the third team, leavIng only two horses harnes'sed to the sleigh. 
Tben ,the d·riv·er urge's ·his· horses Ooll 'and they: .g.al;loop 'a~o1l!g WIl.th Whta.t remain-" '-" 
ing strength they have; ,but their sacrifices have been in vain; for ;presently 
the cry' 1'81 heal'ldo again. "What. ,shaLl 'thiey :do?" ISiaYSo ,S,pul'1geon, "'they have 
only tWoo 'h'ol'1ses Jett. ....... What shaH t'Ms' driver do? Do? Wh~, mati, do -the 
only thling n'ow pos'sl'b1e, Ithrow out your wife, ·of cours'e!" Exa"ctly! 

Wh!a.t .are we to do? Give up the insplI"lbtlon 'Of 'Scl"ipture'f. Giy.e 'UP the 
Virgin Birth·?· Giv,e up th.e Ded.ty IOtf 'Chl'1is't? Give u·p the Vtfcarlo,UoSt 'Aton'emen,t? 
Give u·p the doctl'i·ne o.f the R'es'Ilrrection? Oiv·e up the doctrine of the New 
Birth? Give up the tproon:!se of >His co'm'i.ng a.galn? Give up ·everY'thdng, and 
t'hrow it .aU to the wOlIvElis'? Not ·for a minute! We m·!ght as, w:eLl sto.p fir·st 
as ·last. There is a point beyond which w.e ·cannot. go; and I' shall en-
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deavour to show you, Iby giving you the simplest poss~ble outline, that this 
is a doctr,iue wh'ich cannot be 'surrend,ered, w:ithout 'su:rrenoderiIlJg the whole 
b.ody of 'Evang'el'ica,l truth. 

Let .me remind yau, my friend,s, that the Mod'ern:ilSts' are nOlt espe'ciaUy 
conce,med 'Iwth the Vi:rgin Hirbh a:lone: they ,(!1-rect ,their attacks upon <that, 
upon the 'inspiratien o,f :Scr,i,pture, upon the iDeity of 'Christ, upon the :Second 
Coming of oC'hrls.t, or soome ,other ,aspect ef Evangel1ical truth. :Am.'Ii they are 
disposed to. say, "!Now, if you will yield us this, we ·wdll be content." But 
anybody w·ho ,knows the history 'Of this movement, anybody who is at all 
con.v~l'ISant w:ith the curre'nts of .the time, 'kn()lW'.so that the d,iff:icu'I'tJy lis', that 
the toy.pe of m.ind that i's. oPP08le.d to the Viirgin Hir.th oj·s opposed. to eyery 
doctrin.e of SII1peru,a.tura'lIi'sm. ilt '~s' 'sImply the nature~ a.gadn:st the supernatura·l. 
Alnd, when Dr. fi'osdli,ck ,saYiS' that the virgin 'bi:rth -inv;olves ,a 'h'Lolc,gical' m:irecle 
that ·isl u-nbhinka'bl'e to. the mOod·ern .mlind, 11 Soay, "Yes'; cn'ly: 'I would ~ike to 
c'ha,nge one word: ,it in'Volves a b'iol-o@ic'al mirec1e un:thtn:kaMt t'O the carnel 
mind-that d,s, antir,ely ,beYlond t'he -ken aI!Jd ,ex,perience o'f namural men. It 
bel-ongs to a realm which they have never even glimpsed; they have never 
carug'ht 'sdgiht of it; they 'Ii·o 11I0t kno'W o,f ,its exis'tence. 

-I suppose 'I ought to 's.top now. ("oNo! ") One ,cannot resort in a B'ermon 
ev·en to :such tec'lmicaUties' 'as perhoaops ar'e aHowable dn a Je,ct\l.I'le; 110r can 
one deal with a Isuobject ,Uke thlos fro.m tlhe pulp'it ta·s one -wouIdI be justified, in 
d,eaHIlJg with lit in a class-r,oom. Therefore I s!hall tl'Y to ,gtive you a Sli:mple 
eutl'ine ,of a !S'II'bject u]}on w,hi-ch volume's have :been wri.tten, and U.pOiIl' Which 
vollumas .more may yet Ibe wl'itten. W:iU you al'loow ,me to say thlsl? ·Tih.ere d'S 
o.n:e a,d:vanta'ge', at le'ast, to a cOl]gregatj'on in having the .me:s'sages of th,e ,pu.l-pit 
priruted; for ,if a Iman gives the reSlult of years of tol1inJkJi,ng, ·it is not l-~k'ely that 
the average hearer 'Vf1Hl ,g,rasp 8.01-1 !that ie 'sa:bd :in one Iheal'in'g. He, gets th,e 
i:mprel.lGI~On" ;he rem-emlbers much; but 'he goes 'aWl3lY, d,f he 'ha:s' been interested 
at all, saying, "I wonder what the 'spe'aker meant /by such a statement? 1 
'Wonder w:hat ,was th'e connection? :I wi'Sill I couM, recall exa,ct:ly w'ha,t he sa;i,d." 
But when. :it Ii,s reportedl 'and, ow.riltten· down, yOU can ta~e 'and, ,stud'y 1t. !I hope 
y.ou w.iol,l1la!ke that me,slS,alge of last 'Sunday ev,el1li.n-g---oa 'Very Bli,mp,le statem.ent; 
-but ,I wa-nt you to thiIlJk ·of -that w,h:!.ch Mff!erel1ti-ates IEva.ngel'icali GhrilS'tiand.ty 
from Roman Catholicism. 'Study it for yourself, and thinlk dt out ,for yourself. 
And do the same th·ing w"loth this su'bject. 

'1. 
Now, Jet me state this simple proposition: That The New Testament 

Affirms and. Now'here Contradicts the Doctrine of the Virgin Birth. It is set 
for-th in. detaH, of course, in th,e go~pellos' af IMatthew aIlJd' Luke; and tf you 
carefully ,study those two narraciv.e's y,ou wUl fin.d tt!hey ,are mutUirullJ:y 'coII).lple
mentaI"Y. ·One evaDJgle'lus<t records- what 'another maG emitted· to -moention; 'but 
if YIl'U put the two together you wHl ,find t·hey are in 'Perfect a,greemen:t, and 
they com.plement each 'Other. Now.. -we 'belie've ,in ,the i,nspil'ati'On of :Seraptul'e; 

· but !inSip,ira,tien does' not neceslSIarHy preclude the ,poss1bio~ity of 'the 'WriteT's 
· receiv~n.g ,information. from 'human ,s'Ources'; :inspir.atio,n d,o,es 'not neceI.lstarily 
require ,tha;t every word of that ,,,,hich is written should /be directly received 
by IdiviIlJe' -commun:ica;tion: 1.t d'oes requiTe ·that "in the 'writing OI~ .thisJt record, 
the writer should 'be soo completely directed by the Holy SpIri't that he would 
write exactly what God willed should Ibe written. But" he ~ay have received his 
injloTmatioo,n. reISlp'e'cting cel"tai-n nm;tter-s through human chaDiIlels'. Wlhere did 
Matthew land Lu·ke get ,their information .whout the vIrgin 'birllh? That s'acred 
SIBlcrct -'lle"Hinged, .to two 'peeple: 'it belonged to Jo'seph an.d to Ma.ry herself
Arid to. n,cIOOd;y eLse., ex'capt la,s tlbey Ie'rum'ed -it from their ,llip.s., un~'eSIS" in'd'eed, 
by, dllrect dwine .communication. An.l1 I d·o n-ot 1:hion'k it requIres a ve'ry !ke'en 

,/ 'o:bs'e'rver to T,ecog.n-ize, when you ,come ItO r,aa,d M.rutthew'ls lS·to.ry of the birth 
,of Q1Ur Lord, that Matthew lis 'Writin.g that 'story from JOS'BP'h'S' 'stand.point. tlt 
liOOks as Ithough hoe had Ita'l:ked with Jo,sep'h. 'Jos'e.ph 'has to·ld Mm certain 
things, and Josep'h ha,s told him his own fe,a;I'IS, of how he himself 'Was sihooked 
'at a certain dIs-covery, until God' ,came to ihi:m and ex.pla:ined, ,~t aJ1l. Then, 
wihen. .you come. to rea,(! this rilatch:leslS ,story contattne'd in Lume',s 'gospe,l--and 

· for 'beaUltY' of expre1!lSdo.n and D·O'ble retdcence, .I questioIl! whether 'You· can find 
a sublimer passage in literature than 'Luke's account-when ydu come to 
rew the 1!Itory of lJuke you w.ill .find: that Luke i.s' writinlg from t,he Sltan-dporlrut 

'Il'f Mary. Mary has' epened her :heart. ,She JJ,a,SI 1C0mmundoated Iller secret. 
And these two writers mitte .the ,story' 'as they have ,l~rnoed U. 
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Into the details of that I cannot go, except 1.0 say this: that these 
storIes of ·the vlrgl.n Ibir.th of Ch,!'Ist ,are ,integnal .parts .of the gospels. You 
c8;Ilnot delete that MOry ,from IMillitthew or fnom iLu'ke 'W'it'hout 1nvaUdaUng .the 
wh'ole go&peI n'arrative. There 1's the Slame author.bty for !that 'as there ijs for 
any 'Word in .the g,o.speI. 'T!here d's 'no part· of either .of thE!S'e gospels ,that !is 
more !II.=-l,y settled., that los more genera'lly wttested,' thaD! ,the dlact that these 
,birth-s.torle,s of Jesus, in the oId1e'St m.anuscripts; are ,pl!l.'I'.t aIlId .parcel of 
M'att'hew',s go·spe}. and Luke's gospel; and· ,if YOU delete ,them oy;ou may; delete 
ev·eryf!hLn'g an thos,e two gospels. Dr. iFosdl!.Ck. s'ays trultt· the a.pos-tl'es· never 
ma.de the vi'r,gin ,bir.t·h a fundamenta'l; that ·the apos:tles never 'prea-ched it; 
thllit only .two evang·efists ·re·cord· it; that 1f it bald !been' ENO ,i-m.por·bant a IInatte'l', 
dt certrui.n.Iy would 'be in a,H he gospels.' Lt ·is not .nece'B,sary tha.t God, Slhould 
say 'anything more than once. In the 'beginning, !He ,sad, "Let theIla 'be Ught: 
and' there w,1l!S ,Ught." He d:i'd n,ot ·need to repeaJt it; ·and· :if that be the' Word 
of God, it is quite enough for me to have the complete story wrItten once 
w.tlliout ha'Ving it written over and· over J8;gR«n. 

Tllike !Mark's '~ospeI. Mark does not say one ·word about the early 
years of Jesus. He does not refer ~o the infaney of Jesus at a,Il. He 
'begins w.ith HJIIs ,pUibHc mtn!tstry, with His 'baptism; 'but ,how does. he 'beg;Ln? 
"The 'beginning of il:ihe 'gos'pel O:f Jesus' ChrJst, the Son ·of God." ,Sure:ly 'We are 
justi!ll.ed i-u !Saying that it ·is there 'by 'imp~ica.ti.on.! Then, when 'we -come to 
John's gospel, oh, what a wonderful word that is! ,Somebody says, "But John 
d.id ·not s·ay an:y;th1.ng rubout t:he virgd.n :bIrth?" 'No; but do you ·rem'e!mber that 
,on the- oroSlS the dYing .Sav·l·our looked .at lHli·s mother and at John and He said: 
''Woman, ,behO'ld' thy s'on! Then 'SIa:ith he to the dd'slCi.ple, Behold' thy mother! 
And from ,thlat hour that ,d,iscd,ple .took her unto his own ~'ome." Don't yoU 
think -that ,somehow or 'an'other the ,saer·ed >s,ecret came out? How d,oes' .he 
'beg;i,n? ''In the ·beg.Lnnlin'g was the W'ooo, and· the WO'l'd was· w.j:th God, and the 
Word 'Wa& God. 'The ·srume ·wa,.s .in ·the 'be·gin·ning with God. ·All tlrln:g,s 'Were 
made by .hlim; anld Wlithout him was not an'y tlIirug mad·e Ithat 'Was, ma,de. iIn 
h-i-m was' Bfe; and' ·the :life was· the '}Ight of men. An.d the .tight s'hinebb. in 
dark-ness·; and. the d.arknas>s· camprelvend:ed, 1,t not." . ·1& John SoPE!lwking o·f a 
Dlere man, think y.ou, ~n those 'Words? !And you remem'ber how he goes on: 
"He ·came unto 'h;i.s own, and Ms' own recehned ,h,lm .not. But as 'lllI8.ny a's ·re
ceived 'him, to them gave he power to ,become the sons of Ood, even to them 
that believe on his name; which was born, not of Ibloods (R.V.Marg.) nor of 
the will. of the fl~, nor of the will of man, ,but of God." He says tli'at 
those who received Jesus were 'born from aJbove; and that "T'hat whIch is 
born of the.1I.esijl is flesh; and t'ha't wMch is ,born of the :Spirit ilt spirit." And 
in that matchless chapter, ·the third of John, John ·records as havdng come from 
the lips of Jesus the great doctrine that inasmuoh as Nicodemus and all Uke 
him were born of the 'flesh. they must also ,be :born of -the lSpir,it. 

W'hy was it not necessary 'for Jesus to be Iborn agaIn? W,hy? iSecause 
He was ·begotten of the Holy Ghost. He was human, Ibut He was div,ine: He 
was bobb. God and man. And this marvellous miracle ,wh·ich John in his firat 
chapter ilisists must take place in the exp~l'ience of everyone who receives 
Jesus had a,lready ·t8;ken place in the experience 'of Jesus Himsel,f, :bec8iUse He 
was born ,from a;bove: "T·he Holy GHost shalU:ome upon three, and the power 
of the Righest shall overshadow thee: therefore also· that holy UIJng which shall 
be .born of -t·hee shall .be called -the :Son of God." "The Word was-made:flesh"
wha,t 'does he mean? "The Word was in.a.de flesh, and tabernacled among us 
(and 'We :beheld 'his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full 
of ,grace and truth." And then, if you will follow all Ithe way through John's 
gospel, as through !Mark's, you will ·find that if in so many words the vargin 
birth is not stated, it Is certainly there ~y Implication; ann one cannot by the 
wildest stretch of the imagination, it seems Ito me, conclude that ;Mark or John 
has sa,id a single word· that is contrary to the two records we have in Matthew 
and Luke which neclare that Jesus was virgin 'born. 

'But t·hese ,men say that the apostles did not mllike it a fundamental of the 
faith, and ·that !Paul ,had nothing to say on th,is subject. I am not at all sure of 
that. You ta;ke ·that wonder,ful .passage in the ,first of Romans-and' I will not 
weary you much longer 'with these matters-that 'Wonderful passage in the first 
of Romans where 'he says he is wri'ting of the ,gospel of God '''concerndng obis Son 
Jesus Christ our 'Lord, which was made of -the seed of David according to the 
flelth; and declared--or defined, or pl'oc~aimed-to ,be the ISon of God with power, 
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according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." Dr. 
Orr points out in h.is book ,on the Virgin iBirth that in the passage which I :have 
quoted as a text ;th'is evening, the definite :article is omitted; that dt is oot "the 
Hotly' 'Sp;ir:it" but "Rool,y Spirit s'hall come upOl~ thee, I8n'll ,the ,power of til.e 
Higlle'st ,s:l1a11 OIVers:hoadow thee." An'll a 'SI:m;ilar ,phrasoe' occursl here: He "W!aJS 
made 'of 'the seed of nav,id accord,ing to nhc flesh'J ; and then He was "decla·red
defined, proclaimed-to .be the Son of God wi,th power, according to Spirit of 
hOliness, 'by the 'resurrection ,from t'he dead." That is to say, ·the resurrection 
from the dead was Ithe revelation o.f that ,fact; :but He was the ISon of God 
aceordiing, .not to t'he Sp.hlLt of 'hO'JinesSo, 'but aceordlin'g to 'Sp,iTit .of hoHnesiS" He 
"was made of the seed· lof David, according to ,t.he flesh," but the ,Son of God by 
"-the 'power of the Highest,"-and that fact was ,declared, manifested, by His 
resurrection from the dead. Thus, if .r had time to take you through Paul's 
E'p"istles and to remind you of the many times lin which he refers to the pre
existence ,of our .Lord Jesus, 'God sending His ,Son into the 'World, and saying 
tha,t he was made of a woman, made under the law to redeem those which were 
under the law, I think I could show you that implicitly the doctrine of the 
Virg:in Birth r·uns a,11 throu·gh PaUl's epistles. 

Take, for example, the fif.tll ,ehwpter of RlomalliS, which I referred Ito in our 
ba,ptismal service this evening. ,Paul there ,plainly declares ,t,hat '''as by one 
man sin entered into the 'World, and death 'by sin; and so d·eath .passed upon 
all men, for Ithat all have sinnlOd." There is no exception to ,It ;in Paul's 
theology: he speaks of Jesus as the second 'Adam, the Lord· fnom heaven, ex
empted ,from the stain of sin, coming into the world as no other man ,did ever 
come into ·the ·world. If I carry y.ou forward into the ·Epis·tle to the Hebrews
"'He too,k not 011 him t:he natul\e' of ~mgeJ,sl; ,but the' tooik on him t'h'e s'eed: of 
A'braham"-He took on Him deliberately .the seed of Abraham, ddentifled Himself 
w,i,th us. 

J)I. 

Let me now ask this question: What PracticaZ Bearing, after aU, has this 
Doctrine upon the .body of truth which we are to believe if we m-e to be sUlVecU 

We are represented, ·particularly :in newspapers, sometimes, as men who are 
quarrelling over s'hilbboleths, striving about words to no profit. But, my friend, 
these words re,present certain truths. 'If you are eIlltering into a contract, i,f 

. you are !buying a :house, ,for d.nstance, when the lawyer lPuts the title deed ,before 
you, 'You slay, "Walt a mln,ute, 1 mUSIt get m,y gJ.ai9s'e.s." ·And d,f he say's, 
"iDonn ·bother !!llbout the word:s!'; you r,e-ply, "I mu.st ,see 'Wlblat 01 am g.odng 
to ,sign. TheoS'3, WlOiTtl's mean ,s,o:metbll·ng, not as ,woros, ,uut Ilhey ,rapres,eIllt 
'certain O'bligaUons J assume." Our Lord, Jes'llS said': "Every ddle word ·Ilhat 
man shall speak, they shall ,give account 'tItereof in th'e day of judgment. 'For 
by thy words ,thou shalt 'be just:Ified, and illy thy words thou shalt ibe condemned." 
We need, therefore, to !be careful of our words. We are not stri'ving a:bout mere 
words, !but we are trying to stnlve for ·nhe :body of truth 'Which these words 
repT.esent. We are not thin,king of a dead, -chr,ist, of some ,historical ,figure. 
Ons 'br'o,t'her got up lla.st ,nrl,g.ht in our praye,r-mee.tin;g 'a·nd: read; 'an' excer,pt 
from a s·peech delivered in London in 18'8's.--somethlng about the Jews and their 
perse·cutiolll in the Russian 'Empdre. The trou,ble with it a11 was, tItat the Jews 
who 'W,ere: then 'PeT>E.e'Cu.ted 'we,re dead" th,e Rus's,jian Em.pire was no ,longer" an.d 
the man who made the speech 'had passed away. We are not talking a:bout 
something th.at belongs ,to the dim and distant past: we are tal,k,ing about some
thing that is of vital interest to every believer to-day. W,ha:t vital relation has 
the dootrine of the Virgin ,Birth to the body of ,Evangelical truth? 

In the first ,place, if V01~ reject the doctrine Of the Virgin Birth, you reject 
the inspiration and authority of Scripture. :Is thwt anything? It is Im.possi:ble 
for any man to call that in question without denying the divine authority of 
the .Book that records the fact. Of course, when he has done that, :he has 'Paved 
the way for Ilhe denial ·of everything. Anybody 'can understand Ithat. There 
it is in iMatthew and .. Luke, IPlalnly stated; i,mplied through the whole new Testa
ment; declared, I omitted to say, dn 'Matthew, to Ibe the ful,filment .of pro.phecy: 
"A v.ing:in 'shaN con.ceive, a:n'll. bear Ill. s'on, anJd IShaU calJ his n.wme EmomanU!el
God with us!' T\lus, you not only deny the inspiration a.nd llJuthority of the 
New Testament, !but of bhe Old as well. 'So far as I am 'concerned, I part com
pany a'bsolutely with the man who does that. I :would 'Put 'him lOut 'of any pulpit 
if I COUld. T,he man who (lenies Ilhe :illoS'ptration and' 'autihori.ty of the Bi'ble ~)!as' 
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no Ibui!lnes's ,in any 'Ohnils'ti-an ,pulpit; !he 1ho,s no 'l"i'ght'in any oChristia,n cGllege a;s 
a teacher. And:I wlU 'try .to make it easy .for 'him Ito .get {)ut and to IWIIke It 
as dilificult as poss&ble for him to stay in. 

W.hat else? What relation has that to the PC1·S0n of our Lora? If He was 
the son of Joseph and Mary, what then? What :bearing has that upon His 
sinlessness? How ,can He ,possi,bly esca·pe -the taint of sin? I do nGt mean to 
say that t,h-e Virgin Birth necessa.rily itself implies sinlessness. In order to 
effect that the iRoman CathoHcs have invented the doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conceptiori.: ,they have taught .t11:a:t :'Mary herself was &inles's; 'but that only 
puts the matter iback another generation. All have sinned-Mary included; 
but "T,llEi Holy Ghost shall come ,upon thee, and the power of the Hi·ghest &hall 
overshadow three: theref{)re also that holy .thing 'Which shall 'be ,born of thee 
shall :be ,called Ithe Son {)f God." A miracle! 'Of course, it i-s a miracle; 'but 
how else could Jesus 'have escaped the taint of sin? That He was sinless, t.here 
is no question; but, my friend., ihad I .time ,I could ·point ·out to you that this 
affects the whole record of His life. ;Let it be sulificient to say that the gospels 
represent the 'Lord Jesus as a supernatural Person from beginning to end, 
supernatural in the sense that He was free from sin as no other man was free 
froID' sin; Hi·s !birth, according to the record, :was accompa.nied 'by su.perna:tural 
manife&tations-the star, the angel; not the !bIrth of a man only; It was the 
bil'th Oof a 'Ood. "This beginning of miracles ,did Jesus :in Cana of 'Galllee, and 
mani,fested forth his gLory; and his disciples 'beLieved on him." As Dr. Orr 
pOints out, there are some who are fond {)f saying If:h.at John did not teach the 
doctrine of the VIrgin Birth; iMary had ",kept all these 'saydngs in her iheart." 
Mary knew ,that this child: ·of hers ·was slllPerhuman, that He was more than'a 
natural cMld: what He was she may not -clearly have understood; ibut she 'kept 
these sayings in her heart. IShe was alway·s w{)ndering what would come of 
that Boy of hers. When in the ;beginning of His ministry He came to that 
marriage feast, "and when they wanteli wine, :the mother of Jesus saith unto 
him, They have no wine. Jesus &aith un,to her, Woman, :what have I to do with 
thee? mine hoor is not yet come. His mother saith unllo the servants, W!b.at
soever 'he saith untR y{)U, d,o it." oOh, I thin:k jU&t at that moment Mary wanted 
to tell her secret. She knew the :power .that flowed from th'ose fingers, that life 
itself would &pring from ;that word of His. How and to what extent, she d-id 
not know. 'But it is John who records her as almost standing back In awe and 
wonder to see what this marvellous .Son of hers would d,o. 

What bearing ihas it upon His miracles? Granted that He was super
na:turally .born, mi'racles are quite expUcable. I do not mean to say the Virgin 
Birth is necessary to the record of·miracles. Elij.ah performed miracloes; so did 
Elisha and the apostles. 

But it does have a bearing upon His death. What was the meaning of His 
dea:th? What was the mea.n.in·g of His resurrection? In a word; it seems it is 
necessarOy involved in the w:h{)le d{)ctrine of the· 'Incarnation, and, the doctr-ine 
of Reconciliation, that ''God was ,in Christ 'reconciling .the world unto himself." 
And let me remind you .that whoever puts his finger upon that doctr:ine, and 
professes a I:~jection of that as ,well as any ·other aspect of the ·supernatural life 
of our Lord, ,that it is not that particular doctrine 'he is assailing, 'but Ilhe carnal 
mind ds in re!bellion against the whooJe revelation of Ood in Ohrist. It .is not 
a question whether we are to have a Christ Who was virgin Iborn or not virgin 
born: the w.hole ·question is whether ultimately we are to ,have any Christ at 
all; whether we are to :have a revelation from !God, or a }:i-gllt fl'!o'm heaven. 

Well, my ·friend, it not only affects the ,Per&on of Christ, the Deity of Christ, 
and His atoning work, ibut it affects your personal experience as a Ohristian. 
Are yoo a Ch:r1s,tian,? What ha!plpenedl 'When you were sa:ve'dl? Aniy,thirug? 
"WeH, I[ just changed my mind, I ·chlall'g-ed! my r,eIigiouSi O!pinionlS, and'!I 'caIIlle .to 
a'C'ce:pt thin.g>S I 11'ad 'formeTly rejected." Ff dt 'W,as !but a change· {)f Illlind;, you 
hav>e nEl'Vler he-eIl! ·salVed. It Is "with the heart mall' ·'believeth unto rf.ghte'ou9-
ness.... Andl i·f I ,were to ask Y'ou tG telll me jU!st now 'What haop,pe-ned., 'I think, 
firslt of ,aB, ther-e wou'ld 'be a profoundl sne'n'ce; and. if I ·could: .ta·k!e yOl\1 one !by 
one, you /Would' saoy:, "lPast{)r, I wOIuld, like to have :a month to th'in'k 'RIbout it, 
becaus'e ;SIOlIllethin,g happened th'at I .cannot easily .e:x;pFa,in"; "The /Windl !blow·eth 
wheore j.t :}isteth, anod' thou heares't <the SlounldJ thlereof, 'but clanst not teU 'W'hen'ce 
it 'co·meth, 'and whi:ther Dt .gooeth: 'so is ·evoe1"'Y' one that ioS! !born of 'th'e SlPirlt." 
The miraJcl-e olf the virgin :oo.rth 'Was rEljpeatedJ 1m your con,voersion. The lIniraC'l.'e 
of the vir-gin hlrth is no grea<ter miracI'e than the ·con·vers:lon of the soul dea:d 
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in dJr·eSIPass'es and in sins; and: 'it takes God to do both. You wiLl aI·ways tlind 
that th'os'e who atta;clk the d:octrJne of :the 'Vir:giD! /Birth attack the whoIe !body 
of Evangelical truth: .they attack ,the doctr·lne of sin and regeneration---'the 
whole matter of Christian experience; and· they .leave us utterly out an the 
wi'lderD!esls. 

I ·want y·ou to rememibeT', therefore, thrut thes,e thiD!gs are of 'pracUcal iJIll
portance, and' that ',ve doO D!ob Ipropose' to· Jet the 'm-en who ha.-ve' l"emoveci them
s·elve.s ·from Ithe actualities of loiofe to doIgcUoSls these things in theor·eUclal 
fa's,hion before th-eir cIaeselS· in class-rooms" bo hav.e it aH theIr own way; Ibe
caus'e if soone o·f these genUemeD! -would' try their the'ories' out on th'e poor man 
who needs help, who ~s dead in .trespasses and in sins, Ithey would find it would 
not do. We need an almig>hty ,Saviour; we need a supernatural Saviour; we 
all need; the .power of th'e lHoly Ghost to o'Vl"s,had·ow us. What is :s.al'V'lliUon? Not 
a chan·g;e 'Of mli'D!d on.ly; nOlt a >change of ·1"eI:ilg>iou,s. opinJon.; ,but "(Th,I'Iist 1n you, 
the hope of gloOry." There is no otheT' h'OlPe of gl'Ory 'but -that IChirist shall 'be 
born within y'OUT' beart. 

Thus eVerything Is at s'bake; bUit we are g'lad, that SIO'IIle of us .h'a'V'e not 
an~ d,ol1Jbt 'ahout H. [·Di·ke to :make my conofeSSlion of ·fa3:th sometimes'. 
Thi,Si is a graD!d! oId Book. II havoe no d·o-u.hrt !Whatever of itSi insopira'tion. When 
I ~e U'pon a subject .su-ch as I 'll'av·e !be·en· d,los.cl1Jssin'g this' evening., landl Ibe:gin 
to 'l'Ook dnt'O the ,ma.rv·elloU's delPth·s· of Godl's Word, I feel like· sayiIllg that if 
God Himself d·idl not wrllte thiS! lBo·ok it mu'SIt have !be'ell! W!l'itten by a lot ot 
cle,ve·r m'en; that if some of those men who -ca11 thems'elv-es ",Slch'OlarSl" -can get 
men to d'isc11ss ,w'h'a:t they h'wve wri'tten 1'0'1" twenlty ·cen,wries· together and 'kl!'elP 
at it, they may be entitled to a little respect. Theiribooks wear out and palSs away. 
A man -who used to be a deacon here, our late !brother G. R. Roberts, told me 
th'at 'a,fter VliM,ting th'e IBriUsoh and, .Foreign Bitble ,Solciety :OOok s't()ll"e im London, 
he oW·ent into a grea't 'puJboUshing house one d·ay. He :wa\91 11'P on the ,top floor 
and' he saw a man whe-e.Jin,g' load! afher load· ()If welil-bound, ,book-s', .comilJlg to a 
chute, .. and upsetJting the· ,booOks, so that the hooiks, went down ,to the 'b'as·ement. 
On"enqu'il'll.ng what the man was doan-g, he 'Was told ·vhJat he was ,send'in'g those 
book·s :ba'ck 't·o the 1>alPe·r ma.nufactureT Ito 'be ground, a~l OVEl'l' again into !Paper. 
They we·re no good. ·T.he·y ·wel'e out-of·dl8.te. Nobody would (buy them. When 
he ·aElke·d· 'what the :books were he was told, t'h'ey 'Were ·colPies of 001en50, ol1JThe 
Penta,tuch-one' of ith·e ,first o·f the 1I110d·e·rn' high'er .cmti-c1!. ",But," Brother 
Roberts said, "ove·r in the BitbJ.e Society I (Ud n'Ob see t11'em se'nd,ing the'iBiib'les 
hack Ito 'be ground u.p ~.nto .paper." Oh, no; the Bi'bie Is £ltf.ll here, and' you 'had 
·better 'believe i,t. What, then, does the story IOf the virgin birth mean? . 

That God came down, wa's begotten, of the Holy Ghost, !born of a virg,:n, 
lived our ]ille fcr us, died olUr deat'h' for us, went down into ·the grave' for us. 
came out in res-url'eoction power and! 'glory, aSicendied inrto the' hea'Vens, com
missioned' His d.iscipIes ·to 'go to ran the w()'l'Ild an.d pre·ach the gO!lIPel to e'Ver'Y 
creature, to 'bid. eIVery 'P'oor s,inner t'O look to ,the Cross, and' he·Ueve and re'S,t 
u'pon the prom-is·e· of God, 'Who <:annot lie; andJ to :tJeIiev'e not only that our 
sins ar·e ·for.given. hut 'tha;t Slome d'ay th'ese' (bodie's of ourS! !Will rise agaJn iD! the 
likeness' ·otf His body, glorilfied, ,setparat-ed' ,from 13oin, 'and: that He Himself wiN 
again 'come dmvn the s'ki"e'e! For my pail't, I am going to stand by that old 
Book. There ;is nothin.g else W'Ortth preaching; and 'j.t is he·CI/1use 1 Ibeli e'V'e lot to 
'be true .that I want everytbody else in the world to beUeve it too? 

I "WIant somelbody ,to believe it ito-n'ightJ. Hear this testimony in the Name 
of the Lord·. Jt is a true Gospel, an.d Jesus· wnl'be your 'Soavi-our; .but -if yoU d:o 
not y.ield' to Him, He wiU he yOUT' Jud,ge .. Jesus is coming a,gain. Moay w·e aI:} 
·be numbered among those who love His appearing. _ 

SOMETHING TO PRAY FOR. 
,Some addresses fl"om "The Gospel 'Witness." ,by 'being reprin·ted in other 

.periodicals, are finding 'a ·circula.tion of abo.ut ·fifty thousand a week. [f each 
copy were reaw iby an average of only two 'persons, It would mean one hundred 
thousand. We ask our readers to give t·he messages of 'Dhe ·Wd·tness a place 
In their ,prayers. We 'believe the ministry of this .pa,per has 'become the most 
far-rea·ching 'of the en.ter.pr.ises of Jarv.is ,Street Church. Pray, t,herefore. ·that 
God may move someone of large means to helJp us to send this ,pa·per round the 
world. . . 
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EDITORIAL. 
HOW NEXT YEAR MAY BE REALLY NEW. 

9 

'T·his Is IIlhe Jast i'sSlue of this jpaper "for ,19~3, Wh,a,t has the yeou :brOtughit 
,to us? What have we dione with its mull~i'PJi.ed: (@portunliti-els: ,for SlPiritu,a1· tm· 
provement? Let us fling off all sense of fa:.iluTe and loss, and face the New 
Year with a new and mcher faith in Him Who has been anoInted "'to a.ppomt 
uruto !!hem fuat mourn in: Zilon-, to gtive unto ,th>elm. !beauty foOT 'll.sh,es, tIre oil of 
j.oy ,foDr ,mournling, the garlIllent Df prai'S'e ,for Ithe iij)irit of h·eaviness; tlmit the.y 
may 'be 'called, breeSl Df r'ighltelO>uwt'$is., thIS !planting of the' Lord:, ·fua.t he' m,igth't 
he glDrifi·ed· ... 

This i's !!hIe prO!gramlIn-e ·of dlivine gT'aCe. What 'a iPl"OslPeiOt fa.:ith OIPens fOor 
the New Year! . 

"To. I8.ppoint un;to ·them that mOlUrn in ZIon, to give 'umo jjh·ean." 
'I1he Lordi of grace gets' D,'O ,glDry for HilJIliSle·bf in Laod:~cea, !lor He is, aJ!J.o'W'ed. 

to "stand- at th'e do.or arum ,knoC!k," !by those who ;thi·nk they are "r'ich, andl in' 
ClI"ea.s,ed an goodls, and. h'ave Dleedl of n'othin;g .. I, Griace fin,d.s no fun'c'tion' wh'ere 
seU-cOIlIlIPlaceIJ'cy reclilliSSl; Gr·a·ce. h'as no mels·s·a.g.e fo,r one 

. "Who dioesl noOt cast 
On, the thronged. pages .of his m-e.m'ory'& Ibook, 
.A!t times 18. sadl an/(jl hialf-I"'e1wctan't 1100'II:, . 

Regr.etful of ithle· lP.as't." 

Grace i;s for the IS'OU'! thla!t has, lDvedl 'and; 'lost, 'Whose brain and heart iha'Ve 
beoen IPllIr'e-nts to 1d1e!aJ's whi·ch ha"VIe lper.ished. at the !birthl; ·and' IWh()SJe :paslt Is 
scarred."W1itIh the mlouu,d:s ()of llJ.urie·di hopes'. Grace tSI aru angel of .merey to 'the 
soul 'th'rut ha'8 .llaibed., u-n'm'istakably, utlterly, 'Cri.lminaHy .faiJied. and, knows; it, and 
'~s IS/orry for it. '1]3Iess,ed· ate th·9y' tha·1' mourn', ,for they Slhad! !be comfort·ed," 

Yes, .and grace is for Ithe sou'l tb'aJt ha:s 'b'eeD! 'twtce .d~SlaP'POin·ted, who hillS 
Ie-ft 'the bondage of 'Egy1IJt onl'Y tlo :j',eel' tJhe hu·nlg.er andi welariness I()f 1'h'9' -wilder
ness: "To appoint unto them .that m,'ourn in Zion"-who has met the tempter 
within the gate, ;who has stained "the ;best r.olbe," and soi,led ·the new shioes, and 
lost the riDig. Gr'lI!ce 1'8' ·for 'the' on'e who 'has :Callen as.IleEIP 0111 the ,mount 'of 
.privnege". and for the on'9 ·w:ho mis'sedl a spiritua:! .fortu-n'e 'by otJurn,ing as-id'e ,to 
rUn a.llber Ibu'ttenm'9IS w!hen Opportunlity lpas's,ed. downl the King's ·hl;gh·WlaY'. 

Y-eSl, Grace 'is .for thOse wh,o mouTn; for Ithose whlo have m:fsse'd .SIOIIl'Elithing, 
who h!ave 10·Slt sOIIIlethiDlg" 'who are· not eolllte'n.t 'W·ith their /POs-iti()n ·or. 'pioB'SIe:S

. sions; wlbo feel a hoJ.y hlllnger, 'and< an inlSatialbJie '~SIPiI"'Hu'llJ -th'irBit, andi who aslk 
th,eir ·way to the ri·V'e:r whlch 1P'l"()ICIe'edleth 'Out 'of the' thronle. ()f God' and, of the 
La·mlb. BlleEisloo'!be God', there is ,Slome,one ordlain'ed, an"dl··.anoin'te·d; "Ito appoInt 
UniOO thlelm that mourn· in Zion." 

!Bu.t 'W·h'at W'iIII grac·e d:o ,for 1Jhoee 'Whlo mourn? Rath'er, what 1WI.i1l Christ do? 
lIe will make the ruined life beautiful: "To give unto ,them :beauty. for 

ashes." NOlt as the kindly jvy covers the ruins of so~e ancient tem-ple:" this 
is a r.icher .promise than that. 

'''Ashes'''! Wh'at is .the iSd.gnlJfilcanlce· of tlhe me,fla:phm? "Sack.cloth and 
ashes" were the apparel of m()ourners, as when Mordecai mourned t'he thTeat· 
en'ed d'e'StructJi.on of h'is peOlpl'e, IIlndl was· egpeciaIJ.y thle 'si.gn. a.lid s'YmjbQlI. of 
repen'oonlCe and! ;a;bject aibaSlelIDl9B1t, as when Jolb said, "I repen,!' in. dust and 
asihes." 

'Tlh-is iligure then, "as.'hes'.' relPresen'l:sl the ·laJSIb: resuU of ·sIn,. '1h'e' 'litter., 
moral bankru·ptcy of .our 'human . natu,re. It represen,ts ,the resolution· intJo 
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their elements of all the fair ,fabrics of our dreams, the castles of our 
)}ui~d:ing, our amIbitions, our hope's, ,the ruins of ,pa1a,.ce·s wherein -we dr·eam-ed 
of fiIl!dling pleasure, o,f temp~e·SI IWhierein we fanci'ed 'W·e might wonsihrp. "He 
fe·e'dleth upon ashes" 'Was s'aidl of the id!olator. H; 'i'Silthe endi of tha cneatiollJSo Oof 
our atf'actions. LO'Ve Ico,mels to w.he~le its tre'aSJUres 'W'e'l'e stored, 'as! David' 'came 
to Zi'kLag, only to find, the choicest things of life, the joys of friendship and 
th'e deUght:s of hOlIDe andl ,fa'InIily, aliI turn'ed' to "ashes." 

.But most of a,.ll, 1t means ,the dleoay of mora~ IChar.81oter iltself" 'When the 
holy ,and' Ihe'autj,j~ul h'oulSe i's lb.urnIB'd' with fire. When the temIPIe'Si :be'8iUtiful 
gate called the Will, and ~ts holy place, its Teason and judgment, Us Intellect, 
and Lts holy lof holies, ,the ·place of the AffectIons-when these are aU turned 
to "a'Slhe's," and! ldlle h.as laos,t it9t :Eiurnlmer·ltimre" laII1d, onlIY dlisap'PointmeDit re
mains! Ala;s, who of us d:oeSl not know hoW th'e gloori·es' of life COlIllB' to "ashas"? 

But here is "'beauty for ashes"-a garland for the· unworthy, a crown 
for the defeated·! That is the pl"omise. It is ampliofied dn the next verse: 
"And they shall 'build the old wastes, they sha1! raise up ,the former desola
mODiS." It meanSi tJh;a;t noithilllg i,s los·to ,by s·in IWhioch gl'1ll.ce cannot restor·e. Yo.u 
have the two extremes-"Ashes" when sin ,has ·done its wor·k, and "beauty"-a 
garland or a crown when .grace ,is finished. The .one is significan.t of failure, of 
IBlWlessness, of alJ that is destructive and unloovely-"ashes"; the other speaks 
of success, lO,f worthiness, of definite achievement, and recognized victory-.beauty 
--a. garl'and! or 'a 'Crown. It is Ithus :graCle d'estroys th·e 1W0r.ks of the d·evH-and 
giVies bea,.uty lor 'ash'as .. 

Ghrist makes the mournful life joyful. Nothing is more destructive of 
joy than the cherishing of vain regrets. The waste of yesterday must be 
converted into wealth or I can never 'be hruppy. 'Su,p,plemental grace can 
never ,bring me the oil of joy. The mour.ning cannot Ibe turned: into joy 
by any wor.k of repair. Not sup.plemental, 'but substitutionary grace. Not 
a ·power that will fill this d·ay so full of 'brJghtneSis as to balance the gloom 
of yesterday. Gr8lce must use my yester·days to make !;the oil of' joy with 
for ,to-morrow. Ah, this is the mystery and the miracle-that ashes can 
be made into the oiJ of joy! iNo, no, notwithstanding our sins and mistakes 
Hf.e .couM nOit hav·e 'beelll rilc'her th·an gl"a'oe ,sha'll make it. BiltteTly I8.S we 
must mourn 'our sin, OUT teM"S !rave clarilfi'e'dl our 'Vis!i'on, and ·om." h.tgh'e's;t: JOYs 
have :been iborili 'Of our 'experience !With ashe·s. It is true that extr.emes oIIl·eet. 
Your may reach the east 'by going west; mourning .is the .groaning of sorrow's 
pr-ess .when.ce· the oil 'Cif JOY iSi squeezed:. "We'E!lPing mlay 'endure ·for a nigh't, 
but joy cometh illl the morn'ing .. " 

Where Ohrist doth really minister to the mourner HE 'MAKES THE THANK
T.ESS LIFE iPnAISEFUL. 

"Th'e Slpirlt 'Of !reavin·es·s." ,It is not :JJorn of a reas'oned judgment. It is 
a ISIP'irLt thlltt is out of tune w.ithl God!. . It ip.aralyzes the will, it ·s·i'lene·asl the 
tOlllgue, it grilps the heart wfoth a leadlen, dlead'ly d·iSlco·nIt!e.II!t. No S101dd·er can 
figlht ·with a spirit of hea'Vil1!ess, no te.a,.cher caD! teach, nu, ,preach-er 'can prBiach, 
wi:th a s,'pidt 'Of -hoeavineSls; no singer 'Can sing 'W~th wch a spirit; the ·chuI'ich 
cann'Ot Ibe 'Vioctori()1lts with la s'pirit of h'eavIDleSISI. 

But for th'is we are to have "the garment of 'Praise." 
Not a song for Ithe voice, nDt an in<Sltrument ·for the ,fin'g>e'rs, !but a garment 

for the Iwhole man, as ,Ciom.prehen·s,i·ve and! laJl"emibracing as the SlI»rit 'Of h'eavi
ness. It is ,the outward ·eXlpreslsion of a vi'dtoriouSi life'. Wher'e' ib'eauty ds' given 
for a-s.hes the c,har.acter i'Si tran's~oJ'lm'ed, and! a ganlan'd ilS put about the brow 
of ·th'e n·e'W man whi'ch, afieT God. lSI 'ere'at-edl iII! righiteousneSIS and: true h·oli
nes·s. And! where a new ,tem1ple rises on the aSlhe·s Cl'f the old, t'h'e emotions, are 
pleasurably excited, and the oil of joy a'bounds. And wh-ere a new character 
findls a new joy ther,e is a nlelW expreslSi·Cl'll', andl the new IUe is ro:be·d1 In a Jgar
menit o.f ,praise. Th'e whole -life be,comes, 'V'o'ca:I, and' every act is an IWc.t. of 
wors·h·tp 'andi l61V'ery ·brea:t:h an aSlcriptiOIl! of prais·e·. 

Thus the CONTEMPTIBLE LIFE IS MADE GLORJOUS. 
·~.AlSheSl" ·eXicite no eomotio,]jt ,but conteInlpt...,..they are the r·ef.use wh.i·ch men 

Clast ou!!;. 'They may have hadl·a p1"()1Ud! an'di 'exa:l·ted, origlm-.but w.ho 'Cares? A 
proud cediar of Lebanon dleifyiD!g the ·storm-now !prone and· burned to ,as.l!ie'SI! 
A .teInJpte ,g,lorious, now 18. healP Qof a9thes. A man f.a:llen and d-ecaY'ed-n'().w ibut 
dust and ashes~D!d1stin'guished 'andl indlistill!guishable. 

But when 'gra·ce has wrought the Itra:nlS,jlonmaUon, it is "that thl6Y ·migh.t be 
called oaks of r'ighteou,s,ne'ss." I have heard of 'an! oak being in 'an acorn, lbut 
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h·ere grace flndls ()ams in "ashe's'," and rig,bteousne'sEI, where sini has !Ii,ereely 
·fiamed. . 

But it Is for this we :have ;been saved: thaJt we may not .be as. reedso shaken 
by Ithe wind, but -that we may be :caNed! oaks of righobeo.uslIl'ess-the Ibulwark 
and stay of r:Ighteousness in the earth; even a character that is never bro'ken 
by the storm. iNot tha\t 'We may !be as wnlows !by the watle'l'coul'lS'IlS, but as 
oa:kls-"stead'fast, unmoV'ealble." What a 'stand'ardi for a Chris,tian character 
and Uie: Beautiliu,l, garlandied, vIctorio.us, and! 'crown·ed, a-bounding in joy, and 
vocal ,wDth praisre, ancl estia:blishe·d' in righteousness., andi un'com,pr'OIDl:is:ing as 
th!e oak-the .stuff that 'foundation>Sl are mad's of! 

And grace !proposes to -exhlilbit ;us as' specilmeIllS of diivine hUBlband'l"Y: That 
ye mi.g.U .be caned' trees of righteousnJess, .the Iplianting of >the Lord, that He 
mtght ·be glorified\." . 

'May -our graciQus Lord thus btl g.lorified in every readei" of The WitneSlS 
during 19-24. 

So '~et our Upsr and lives ex;press 
The 'holy go-spe.l we ;pro.fes·s, 

·So 'l'et our 'W'orkSi andi virtues shin-e 
To prove the doctrine all dIvine. 

THE WHOLE BIBLE S .. S. LE-SSON COU'RSE. 
UES'SON ~LV. JAiNUARY 6, 1924 

'PHARAOH'S DR·EAM'S-Gen. 41, 42. 

In ·this lesson 'We have a fine illusotration of gospel truth. We do not fear 
to spiritualize the Old Testament; all the New Testamellit writers did so. In 
the 'gospels it is rec'orded that our Lord IHlimself spi-ritualized- the 'history of 
No.ah and the fiood; the stor.ies of -Sodom and ,Gomorra'h, of iEIija-h and iElisha, 
and of Jona;h. The 'Acts and the Epistles abound with such uses of the Old 
Testam·ent. 

Pharoa:h was i'mmortalized Iby association with Joseph. Other,wise he WiOuld 
never have been known until some archaeologist dug out some merutdon of his 
name. :Thus the grea-t and s.mall share the glory o·f Him Whose -Nam'e shall 

. endure -forever. 
1. Joseph's Prevision ana Provision IlZustrate One Aspect of the Worle of 

Christ. 1. By interpretation of Pharoah's dreams 'he anticipalted the days of 
famine. So the prophetic aspect of the gospel predicts and deseri·bes ma-n's 
S'P,iritual poverty, ihis utter ina'billty Ito .produce that which can nourish his own 
soul. 2. By the same interpretation Joseph pl"olPosed the eonservation of the 
surplus of the seven plenteous yeaTS. Thus, too, our 'Lord has .laid up for us 

- a store ·of grace upon which _poverty-stri-cken ·souls may draw. 3. Thus Joseph 
as- an interpretor of Pharoah's dreams 'iUustrates the prophetic lQ·ffice of the 
-Lord· Jesus .. He came to :be a revelation of God, to exemplify.In Himself the 
principles ·wblch would ena:ble us to forecast .the future. 4. Joseph was exalted 
to a position of equal authority with Pharoah, and was' thus lIIuthiorized to cai"ry 
out his own IPlan~, and fill the storehouses against the day of fami·ne. So our 
Lord Jesus declared He 'had Ibeen ·given authority over all tiash that He might -
give eternal Ufe to as many as the Father had. gdven 'Him. 15. Joseph accumu
lated such an abundance of corn that "it was wil:ihlQut num'ber." So the ricl1es 
of divine -grace ·can-not lIle measured. They are "enough for -each, -enough for 
all, enoug.h for evermore." 6. As Pharoah committed everything .to t'h"e ihands 
of Joseph, and -required every.body who 'Would' seek coru to seek it at the hand 
of Joseph; so God may !be approached aJ!.d His grace "enjoyed only t)lrou-gh Him 
Who said, "-I a·m the way, the truth, and ·the Ilfe." . 

II. Joseph's DeaZings With His Brethren [lZust1'ate Goa's Way Of Dispensing 
His Grace. :1. His ·brethren came to :him' because they were driven by famine. 
Thus, also, do sinners come to Christ. 2. They came for corn without any desire 
toward the governor. ·So do men seek salvation, often -without any desire 
toward tlhe Governor. 'While their sin against their Ibrother was uncon.fessed, 
the governor spoke roughly and imputed iniquity ;to ·them. ISO, also, while we 
hide our sin, we shall find the Word of the Governor most searching and dis· 
tur.bing to our peace. 3. As the sons of Jacob found an unwelcome resurrection 
of their past dn their own h"earts and consciences as they stood in the governor's 
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presence, so the very thought of Ohriso1 effects conviction of sin. 4. Joseph gave 
them ·corn and returned their money in their fI·acks. Th'UB, too, when 1>he sinneT 
comes to Christ d'esiring in his ,pride to try to pay 111s own way, he is made to 
confess alt l'8JSIt, "sra,cr~fice IlInd off,erinlg tho'll doi'd'st no,t 'd;es'ire, el,se ,wrOwlid· I have 
given it." '5. The net result of this first vi·sit was, they were g.iven an instal
ment of the governor's grace, Ibut they went out from ,his presence with a strange 
sense .of ·guilt ilIIPon their SpiTits. Thus, too, our !Lord deals with us from our 
first meeting with Him~t;a,kes meaS'llres to secure our reappearance, but wIll 
never let u.s go until He 'Wrings ,from us a full ·confession of our sin. 

The other parts of this story will afford the cOIDJplement of the lesson of 
how God brings a sinner to His feet. 

WOMEN',S MI,SSION CI,RCLE INVITED T'O IMMANUEL CHURCH. 

'Thie lad:ioCls of Immanuel Ohurch, 'cor.ner ol Jarw.s t8.;nd 'WeHes'ley: rStreets, 
have vel'y ·kind.ly invited ,the 'members of the W,oonen 's' MIs'Siion C'ire-le and 
'ladriesr of the '~h'llrp.h to meet with them on ThuT.s·d,ay I3Jftern.oon, J'anuary 3·1'd, at 
3 o'clock. This wilol ,be rins·te'ad ot our own lMios,s[on C'ir:cle meeting. We trust 
a large num,ber of .t!he w,omen of ilie ehur.ch rwril'l reserve ,this' :da:te, and accept 
the invi,tation of the Immanuel Jadiers:.. We Wl8Jnt .& LaTge mlliy there from Jar
v:lrSr ,Street. We undel1S'tand the 'Srpell!ker of the ai'rternoon wHl be 'Mr,s'. C. L. 
)Vh1:bID'an, of the rSud'an Urn1'bed M'i,ssIon. 

THE NEW YEAR'S MORNING MEETING. 
Th.is has long !been one .of the g·rea:test meetings of the year. We especially 

urge aJ.l our new members to be ·present. It will Ibe a gloriOUS .time of ·prayer, 
praise and ·fellowship. It will 'begin at 1'0.'3·0. and close at rl·2. :Let us !begin the 
year with the whole church family present, and ,by Ithe blessing rof God esta;blish 
a new record fOT ,this servilce. 

THE PASTOR TO BE AWAY. 
The PastOT regrets that duty 1W.m tarke Mm out of the dty for the first 

twelve days .of the yeaT. He win conduct the New Year's morning meeting, 
and will leave Tuesday night ,for -Winnirpeg, where he w-l11 speak in tJhe 
Emmanuel Ua,ptist Church, Thursday and :F'r:iday, January 3rd and 4th, in the 
interests .of the wor:k of the :Barptist BrLble Union. IFr.om Wdnnipeg ·he will go 
to Minnearpolis, lMinn., where -he will ,preach afternoon and evening in connection 
wioth the ded.ication of Dr. W. 'B. Riley's new and enlarged auditorJum, which 
has 'been re,buUt wUh a capacity said to a;pproximate three thousand. A week 
of public serV'ices wHl ,be held in dedJ.cation of the new ,buildin.g, at which 
addTesses will ,be given ,by membera of the executi·ve Committee of the Baptist 
Bible Union, WdlO wlll be :in iMinnearpolris to attend a meeting of the Executive 
Committee. !We ask our readers to rememlber all these services ,in their 
prayers. L 

A GREAT COMMUNION SERVICE JANUARY 13th. 
TrhEi Pa;stor will return in time to .occupy his pulpit January 13th. At' ·the 

cl.ose .of ·the evening service the monthly Communion and ,Reception serv.ice wlll 
be held. The December service was the largest ever seen ,in Jarvis .Street. We 
are es.pecially anxious to have every ,person who has joined Jarvis Street during 
19:23 present at the January service. We shall ask .all these new members to 
sit together within the circle of the ·gallery, leaving .only two or three of the 
front seats varcant for the new members to ·be received that night. We hope 
soon to see the 8Itten1iance at Communion over.flow int-o the gallery, and we 
sha1-l no,t ,be sUl'Prised· to Bee the entire ·ground-filoor seating ewpacity occup'ied 
January 13th. T.o every member of Jarvis 'Street ·the Past.or sends this message: 
Be Bure to be present at the greatest 'of all our Communion Servicea, Sunday 
evening, January 13th. . 


